Head’s Weekly Newsletter
Issue 10, 15 November 2019

Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Dear Students, Families, Colleagues and Friends,
Welcome to the tenth addition of this year’s Head’s Weekly Newsletter. I congratulate all of
our students on their successes this week and thank all staff for their hard work.
We are all waiting in anticipation of tonight’s Educate Awards Ceremony, taking place this
evening at the Liverpool Anglican Cathedral. As you may be aware, our school was recognised
as an overall winner of the “Outstanding Teaching of Life Skills” category last year and this
year, we were delighted to learn that we were shortlisted in two categories:



SEND Provision Award, and
Career Aspiration Award.

Whether we win or not, I am proud of our work in those (and many other!) areas and I look
forward to representing the school, together with the team of my fellow strategic and
operational leaders tonight.
The opportunity to share our excellent practice which arises from such national events is not
to be underestimated; as a result of last year’s victory for example, we have formed a range
of partnerships with schools and external agencies – all of which have enriched our
educational provision here at Abbot’s Lea School. Inevitably, the pride that also follows, with
a public recognition of the team’s work boosts morale and helps retain and also recruit the
best professionals in the field of specialist education – something the Governing Body clearly
identifies in our School Development Plan.
Personally, I find moments like today very symbolic, too:
Specialist schools are often an after-thought in celebrating success of its students and
innovation in the programmes of study. To represent our school symbolises a shift in the
paradigm. We are not competing in a niche category of specialist provision. We are competing
on merit of being one of the best educational providers out there. Raising the bar of aspirations,
expectations, richness of education and the fruition of our work’s impact on the lives of your
people we cater for is the most rewarding and motivating inspiration.
It is good to work hard and continually focus on what we need to improve – that is the bread
and butter of my role as the Head. It is also good, and healthy for the mind, to step aside,
appreciate the successes and reflect on just how excellent a lot of what we do is.
Let’s see what tonight brings…. – follow us on social media to hear live updates 
Happy weekend!!!
Mrs A. Hildrey
Headteacher

The Salvation Army Partnership
As you will know, we are neighbours with The Strawberry Fields, now reopened and led very capably by the Salvation Army.
We work close with the officers of the SA and I am delighted to let you
know that I have received the kindest offer of support for families of
Abbot’s Lea School students who might be in need of some help this
Christmas.
The Salvation Army is keen to support families by gifting some brand new
toys to those most in need. The children receiving the presents are our
students but also their siblings!
Please find attached here a letter asking families to complete some basic
information and return to our school for us to work with The Salvation Army
on trying to send toys to those who might struggle financially this
Christmas.
We are very keen to help, so please do come forward and the information
will be treated in the strictest confidence by me and the one officer of The
Salvation Army – we know that to ask for help is at times hard but we are
all human and helping one another can only be a good thing!
So – please see the form (a hard copy of which will be sent home on
Monday next week) and have a little think – would this be really helpful for
you this Christmas? If so, this kind offer is here for that reason 
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Behaviour Support - Family Information Session
We are proud of our school’s inclusive ethos and culture.
Our Code of Conduct: Golden Rules © is:
1. Be here. Every day…
2. Work hard and be nice
3. Never give up on yourself or others
4. Stay positive and be happy!

We have enriched our holistic approaches to supporting our
students and would like to share our policy and examples of
practice with the families.
We would like to invite families of our students to an Information
Session on positive behaviour support on offer here at Abbot’s
Lea School.
The sessions will be held on Wednesday, 4 December 2019:
Session 1: 09:30-10:30
Session 2: 15:30-16:30
Please contact Kim Adair, Headteacher’s PA to book a place.
Kim.adair@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Please note parking on site will be limited and only offered on a
first-come-first-served basis.
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Term dates
Term starts on:
Term ends on:
Christmas Holiday:
Term 3

Monday 4 November 2019
Friday 20 December 2019 - finishing at 1:30pm
Monday 23 December 2019 to Friday 3 January 2020

Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’

Students arrive on:
Term ends on:
February Holiday:

Monday 6 January 2020
Friday 14 February 2020
Monday 17 February 2020 to Friday 21 February 2020

Term 4
Term starts on:
Term ends on:
Spring Holiday:
Bank holidays:

Monday 24 February 2020
Friday 3 April 2020 – finishing at 1:30pm
Monday 6 April 2020 to Friday 17 April 2020
Friday, 10 April 2020 – Good Friday
Monday, 13 April 2020 – Easter Monday

Term 5
Students arrive on:
Bank holiday:
Term ends on:
May Holiday:

Monday, 20 April 2020
8 May 2020 – Early Bank Holiday (VE Day)
Friday 22 May 2020
Monday 25 May 2020 (Bank Holiday) to Friday 29 May 2020

Term 6
Term starts on:
Official leaving date:
Staff Transition INSET:

Monday 1 June 2020
Friday 26 June 2020*
Friday 10 July 2020 – school closed to students

Transition Week:
Students’ last day:
Staff training day:
Term ends on:

Monday 13 July-Friday 17 July 2020**
Friday 17 July 2020 – finishing at 1:30pm
Monday 20 July – school closed to students
Monday 20 July 2020

*Friday 26 June 2020 is an official leaving date for the students in Year 11 as well as those in
Key Stage Five who are finishing their education at ALS that summer.

** Transition Week is a period of time during which the students will be taught in their next
year’s classes – this is to support smooth transition into ALS, into a new Department, Key
Stage or a new class.
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THE ISABELLA TRUST
Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’
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KS3 & KS4 Football Teams
Social
Challenge
‘Momo’
Congratulations!
To Media
Key Stage
3 and 4 football
teams this week who
went to Finch Farm, Everton's training facilities in Halewood to compete
in a regional cup competition
Although they didn't quite make the finals, they played some outstanding
football and their sportsmanship was commended by the organisers of
Everton in the Community.
There were some really good individual performers and Halle Smith was
asked by the organisers to attend their EITC Wednesday training.
Hopefully, the first step to seeing Abbot’s Lea School’s first professional
footballer!!
The whole team should be proud of the way they behaved both on and off
the pitch. Even Everton legend Ian Snodin, took time out of presenting
medals to chat with our team and commented on their dedication,
commitment and above all, good manners!
Well done to all involved, as you can see from the pictures a fun time was
had by all.
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Deputy Headteacher
Mr McVerry, Deputy Headteacher
E: anthony.mcverry@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

This week, we celebrated BIMA Digital Day in school, with the whole of Key Stage 4 and 5.
For me, this was a vital opportunity for our students, as the world that we live in today is
nowhere near the world that I grew up in as a child. Technology is amazing and has brought
us as a society forward so much in recent years. We are striving to save the planet with new
technology that allows cars to generate their own power, we are looking at ways to solve the
pollution problems and we can call relatives and friends who live across the world. The industry
is amazing and our students could be working with technology that has not even been thought
about yet! They themselves may even design a piece of technology that revolutionises the
world that we live in.
Last year, we successfully won the Vodafone challenge, with the winning students sharing
their idea at Vodafone HQ in London. Let’s hope that we have a winning idea this year and
we get the opportunity to showcase the amazing talents that our students have.
Yet, however good technology is, it also has its problems. This week is Anti-Bullying week and
for the whole staff team in Abbot's Lea, this is one of the most important messages and lessons
that we teach our students. That they themselves should not bully others and if they are the
victim then they need to talk openly about it to someone they trust. For me, the online world
creates an opportunity to talk to people 24/7. I have led a number of e-safety assemblies and
feel that what used to be said face to face on the playground has now shifted to online. Things
can be posted online and can be said hidden behind a keyboard and a screen, you cannot
see the impact of the words that are written on the face of the recipient and there is no come
back. You post, you close the computer and you get on with your life.
It is the impact of these posts on others mental health that is of concern, the impact can
sometimes be devastating, yet it is so easy to do. We tell our students to be open and honest
and tell us of the things that are being said online, and they do, and we support them through
this and allow students to talk about their feelings. We will also support those who post online
and help them work out why they have posted things and educate them about being safe
online.
A key thing to remember is that as soon as something is posted online, those words and
pictures no longer belong to you. They can be saved or a screenshot can be taken and easily
shared among people and communities online.
I felt it was important to address both of these issues this week, as technology is such a
privilege to have, but like anything we need to make sure it is safe and make sure it is used
for good.
Have a great weekend
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Care and Safeguarding
Ms Alison Twomey, Head of Care and Safeguarding
E: Alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

During the course of this term, a full audit of Education and Health Care Plans in taking place.
Our EHCP Coordinator, Jo Scarrott, will be meeting with all class teachers to discuss the
needs of the students in their class and ensure we have the correct provision in place.
We are well aware of the current failings in Liverpool in respect of EHCPs and are determined
that those issues within the local authority do not in any way reflect on the quality of provision
we have in place for our students. Unfortunately, many EHCPs are currently out of date or
require amendments – not a situation we are happy with or able to improve by ourselves.
Regular conversations take place between school and the local authority in an attempt to
ensure our students have EHCPs that accurately reflect their needs but that is not currently
the case for all of our students.
The purpose of the EHCP audit is to identify the needs of all students – whether they are
reflected in their current EHCP or not. We will then reflect on the provision already in place
and seek to identify any areas where we are currently not meeting need. Once the whole
school audit is completed, I will be able to identify what additional therapeutic services need
to be commissioned from the next financial year.
In the last 3 years, significant investments have been made into all areas of therapeutic
support. We now have a fully operational Multi-Disciplinary Team comprising Educational
Psychology, Psychotherapy, Speech and Language Therapy, Occupational Therapy and
CAMHS. Class based staff have access to specialist expertise, assessments, observations
and consultations from a team of professionals who fully understand the needs of students
attending Abbot’s Lea School. A completely new Sensory Integration Clinic has been built and
further investments into sensory areas and resources are planned over the coming year.
Family feedback is always welcomed so please get in touch if you have any observations
about our current ‘other than academic’ provision and how this can be continuously improved.
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Autism Research and Development
Ms Micah Grimshaw, Head of Autism Research and Development
E: micah.grimshaw@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

I would like to dedicate my article this week to the students and families that joined me at
another Girls and Autism training event - in fact, I am writing this article stood next to students
Ali, Mya and Caitlin, and mother’s Helen, Debbie and Louise.
They left an audience of 60 educational professionals reaching for the tissues as they shared
their honest experiences of navigating school and society as either an autistic person or
parent.
Here are some photographs from the day so far. All have spoken so well and I hope you will
join me in mentally applauding their bravery and advocacy for autistic people everywhere.
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School Business Support
Mr Andrew Cocklin, Head of Finance and Operations
E: andrew.cocklin@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

We are always looking at ways that we can make our school more accessible, not only to
students, but staff, families, visitors, basically anyone who is involved with Abbot's Lea School.
As such we will be undertaking a questionnaire in the next few weeks to help us understand
what we are good at, what we need to start doing and what we need to stop when it comes to
giving everyone access to facilities, resources and information. This will be for students and
family members and the more responses we get back the more informed the decisions we
make will be. So keep your eyes open for when it arrives and my thanks in advance for your
support.
Our students have a passion for the environment and how they can make the planet a better
place for all. One such suggestion has been to remind all our transport companies and parents
who drop students off in the morning or pick them up in the afternoon, not to leave engines
running whilst waiting for students to go in or come home. By doing so, we will help to reduce
emissions, and more importantly reduce the amount of pollutants in the air that students, staff,
families and visitors are exposed to. So I would ask all parents who drop their children off or
pick them up, please remember to switch your engine off whilst waiting. Your support with this
would be much appreciated.

School Business Support
Mrs Michelle Griffiths, Head of HR
E: michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

This week we have had whole school Twilight training on the new Ofsted framework so staff
are aware of the changes and what to expect during inspection. The session was invaluable
in helping staff understand questions they may be asked during inspection. We also took the
opportunity to focus on the School Development Plan priorities for the coming year.
Hope everyone has an enjoyable weekend.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Early Years and Key Stage 1
Key Stage Leader: Miss O’Neill
Maria.O’Neill@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

This week both Ireland and Wales have been learning all about the different fruits featured in
Handa's surprise. They have made delicious fruit salads and tasted certain fruits for the first
time. We have continued to get out and about to discover signs of Autumn and practice getting
dressed for the weather.
Ireland
This week we have been practicing writing our names from memory, learning to form letters
and numbers correctly and to count out the correct amount of objects needed for activities.
Our rhyme this week was Row Row Row, and some of us already knew it so had fun singing
it to the rest of the class. We all loved 'don't forget to scream!' This has prepared us for 'World
Nursery Rhyme wee' which starts next week! We will be singing and remembering new and
familiar rhymes. We will send home some rhyme ideas for parents and carers to try at home.
Have a lovely weekend.
Wales
We have had a lovely week. We have been learning about coins and using money in our
maths lessons and have been continuing to immerse ourselves into the story Handa's
Surprise. We have been answering comprehension questions, matching pictures and
exploring the exotic fruits in the story. We have been looking at the vocabulary first, next, then
and last to help us to sequence the story. In science, we looked at Autumnal changes
and clothing we need to wear. We got dressed in our coats and wellies and went on a walk
in our school grounds to recognise signs of Autumn. In P.E we enjoyed games involving
balancing and catching and throwing skills. We all worked so well in pairs and listened to staff
instructions. In our ICT lesson we learnt about staying safe on the internet and asking a grown
up before we use it. In our DT lesson this week we have tasted the delicious fruits from Handa's
surprise and have made a fruit salad and in our Geography lesson we have been learning
about the similarities and differences between Liverpool and Kenya. Have a lovely weekend
everyone.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 2
Key Stage Leader: Mrs Lisa Walker
Lisa.Walker@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Portugal Class
This week is anti bullying week and today our Princess Diana Anti-Bullying Ambassadors led
a meaningful assembly on the importance of kindness and being a good friend. Throughout
the day the students have enjoyed a variety of activities focused on respecting each other and
recognising each others emotions. Well done everyone, Mrs.Walker 🙂
Portugal
It has been a very fun week this week in Class Portugal! We have started to look at the book
'Escape from Pompeii'. We started looking at this story with our senses, listening to the sounds
of a volcano, watching a volcano erupt and felt some clothing similar to what the people in
Pompeii would wear.
We also looked at some facts about the Romans and labelled our own Roman soldier and
their armour.
In RE, we also looked at the Hindu festival of Dwali and all designed some beautiful Henna
patterns to go on somebody's hands.
Have a great weekend 🙂
USA
We have been enthralled in the lives of the Romans this week and the ancient city of Pompeii.
Students have written acrostic poems using synonyms to describe the volcanic eruption that
left the city under rumble for hundreds of years.
Italy
On Monday Italy class completed some work about Remembrance Day. We watched a video
about poppies and why it is important to remember. In the afternoon we finished our lesson
about Diwali and took some pictures of our lamps lit by candle light. On Tuesday we have
been learning about addition and subtraction in Maths and in Science we planted some
sunflower seeds. On Wednesday we did dance during PE. On Thursday we talked about our
new book Escape from Pompeii. Well done Italy class.
France
We have had a busy, fun filled week in France class. For English this week the students have
been making predictions about what our new key text for this term could be. We've used our
senses to work out what each clue could mean. For Math we have been working on our
addition and subtraction skills and using these to solve number and word problems. We also
had our first practical Food Technology lesson by learning to make our own pizzas! Keep up
the hard work France class! 🙂
Brazil
Pupils have worked hard in Class Brazil this week. In Maths we put our estimating skills to the
test estimating different lengths and heights. We then measured them to see if we were
correct. In English we learnt about adjectives. We enjoyed our science lesson learning about
how plants grow. We planted our own seeds and will watch them grow over the next few
weeks. In PE we practiced our ball skills. We look forward to another busy week next week.
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Spain
The students in Spain class have had another excellent week. They have enjoyed learning
about the Romans and using their senses to identify the theme of our new class story. The
students have been working hard at using the language of "less than," "greater than," and
"equal to" in maths and have been working hard to solve addition based word problems. On
Wednesday, the students thoroughly enjoyed their dance lesson as part of PE and showed
that they could express themselves through creative movements!
The students and staff in Spain class would like to say a special thank you to Mrs Gowans
who will be leaving on Friday to start her maternity leave. Mrs Gowans has been a fantastic
member of the team and has been tremendously supportive of all the students during her time
in Spain class. We would all like to wish Mrs Gowans the very best and we look forward to
meeting the new addition to her family soon!
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 3
Key Stage Leader: Mr Mason
Ryan.Mason@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Portugal Class
Malawi
This week in Malawi, we have finished our reading of ‘Mr Stink’ by David Walliams. The
children were surprised to learn that Mr Stink was homeless and we had a discussion about it
and wrote a book review on the story for English. This week is Anti-bullying week, the class
had open discussions about the impact of bullying and what we should do if we notice
someone being bullied. This helped us with our Citizenship lesson on responsibilities. In
maths, we continued to work on our times table facts and began to look at different terminology
used in maths. In Science, we looked at the skeleton and the names of the bones in the body,
we completed life-size skeleton puzzles! In RE we continued to look at Hinduism and learnt
about reincarnation, whilst in Geography, we began to look at the 7 continents! A fantastic
week for Malawi. Well done.
Cape Verde
Cape Verde have had a great week continuing to research about Africa. On Monday the
students showed their respect for Remembrance Day and completed 2 minutes silence. On
Tuesday the students enjoyed a film for the film festival week and then completed a film review.
Cape Verde class have also been working hard this week creating their items for the Christmas
fair. In science we have been learning about nutrients and in Maths we have been completing
pictograms. Another great week. Well done.
Madagascar
This week in maths Madagascar we have been identifying and measuring angles using a
protractor. On Tuesday as a departmental event KS3 watched ‘The Kid Who Would Be King’
as part of the Into Film Festival. Madagascar have also enjoyed learning about disability
discrimination in Life skills.
Kenya
Kenya class have been learning about anti-bullying week in life-skills and what constitutes as
a good friend. In geography, we have been looking at Africa and how our perceptions of Africa
may be different! We enjoyed the 'movie morning' on Tuesday and we were all very wellbehaved! We have also continued our learning around WW 1 in history and looked at the
different alliances that were formed. In art, we have looked at African art and created some
African patterns made up of shapes and colours. We have continued to look at African Music
and in Maths, we have started to use the column method for subtraction. Finally in D/T, we
have been thinking of ideas for our 'grow 20' project for the Christmas fair! Have a lovely
weekend!
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Botswana
Botswana have had a very busy week again; on Wednesday five of our class joined other KS3
students went to a football tournament at Finch Farm and they all had a terrific time. Well done
for representing the school!
Back in the classroom, we have been learning about the differences between digestive
systems of carnivores and herbivores in Science. The students really got their teeth stuck into
this one and showed off their knowledge by chewing it all over with a team quiz at the end of
the lesson.
In Food Tech, we carried on with our Africa-orientated theme and made a Chicken with Jollof
Rice dish from north-west Africa. The students prepped the vegetables, cooked the ingredients
together in pans and worked as a team to go through the recipe and make sure nothing was
missed out. And what a tasty dish it was.
We started planning the script for our own radio show in Computing; the students each chose
a news story to report and came up with an interview with someone involved in the incident or
a reporter at the scene. Once they have finished the planning, we will record them and make
them sound like a real radio show.
In French, we learnt how to say the date. As well as expressing when our birthdays are, we
also learnt the dates of events and holidays such as Christmas, Hallowe'en and Valentine's
Day.
Seychelles
This week in Seychelles we have explored fractions in Maths; some of us have been learning
to share a whole into equally sized portions, some of us have been consolidating recognising
numerators and denominators and others have solved addition and subtraction of fractions
calculations. In Art we have continued to explore traditional African design and prints and we
have practised our shading techniques and studied the difference between primary and
secondary colours.
In Design Technology we have completed our planning stage and will beginning making our
masks next week. We have enjoyed exploring African civilizations in History, human and
physical features of Africa in Geography and Hinduism in R.E. In our Citizenship lesson we
brainstormed ideas for Grow 20 to help raise money for charity at the Abbot's Lea Christmas
Fair.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 4
Key Stage Leader: Miss Dallas
Katie.Dallas@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Portugal Class
Australia
We have had a great week here in class Australia. We are continuing to read The Little Prince
in English. The students all participated in reading the story aloud to the rest of the class and
are keen to see how the story develops.
On Tuesday, KS4 and KS5 took part in BIMA Digital Day. Our class thought long and hard on
which challenge to pick, eventually choosing how we could reduce plastic in our
oceans. There were some fab ideas and we finally decided on our 'ocean hoover'! The
students then had to present our idea to our visitors (including the Metro Mayor, Steve
Rotheram), and a big 'well done' goes out to Marcel who took the lead with the presentation!
In maths, we have begun to look at negative numbers, we used the image of an apartment
block to help visualise the numbers going beyond zero, and student’s really got the hang of
this skill by the end of the week.
Papua New Guinea
This week in PNG we have continued reading Under the Hawthorn Tree. We read a really
emotional chapter and spoke about how the writer has conveyed them. We also learned about
the Irish Potato Famine and the effect it had on people. In Maths we continued learning about
multiples. In Art we explore aboriginal art and the symbolism of animals then created our own.
Cuppa New Guinea was busy again and we came back this term with a bang! We have new
item menus coming next week. A very well done to Tyler, Halle and Saeed who played in our
school football team at Everton FC. Have a lovely weekend everyone!
Samoa
In English we learnt about the story of Gulliver and made a kahoot quiz to check our friends
were listening!
In maths we converted g and kg. In Science we learnt about respiration and about the lungs
in our body. We learnt an equation.
In Art we researched of day of the dead.
In Mindfulness we did yoga then compliments.
In Citizenship we learnt about health and safety in the workplace.
On Tuesday it was digital day and we designed a robot fish to save the ocean from plastic.
We made a presentation and read it out to everyone. Mya drew our robot and everyone shared
ideas.
And this week was a great week 
Written by is Lewis P.
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Fiji
This has been a great week for Fiji. The students have taken part in the BIMA Digital day and
worked really well in teams to think of, produce and present their ideas on how to protect and
clean our oceans. They communicated well and used lots of listening skills to come up with
their presentations.
We have continued reading Kensuke's Kingdom in English and used full sentences and
correct grammar to answer comprehension questions. In maths we have looked at fractions,
using our addition skills and learning how to work out the value of fractions of whole numbers.
In food tech the students worked in pairs and baked their own chocolate chip cookies,
measuring the ingredients and using a bit of muscle power to blend the sugar and butter!!!
The students were challenged in citizenship, with thinking about their futures and what careers
they would like to aim for. They used their ICT skills to research what qualities and skills they
would need to get a job in their chosen career and created a word document including
downloading of pictures to show their findings.
In science we have looked at the process of breathing and respiration. The students took turns
to read aloud in class, information from the white board and then, using what they had learnt,
to write a newsletter explaining the process of respiration.
We will continue to look at home management in life skills, this week focusing on the
importance of cleaning our clothes.
Well done to all of Fiji for great team work this week!
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 5
Leaders: Mr McVerry and Miss Caddick
Anthony.McVerry@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Claire.Caddick@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
New Zealand
At the beginning of the week, New Zealand class visited Myerscough College. We loved
looking at the different courses available and seeing some of the animals! On Tuesday New
Zealand class and KS4/5 took part in Digital Day. There were some fantastic entries based
around using technology to promote new ideas. Staff were very impressed with teamwork,
organisation and creativity. On Wednesday, the success of Juice Zealand continued with lots
of happy customers and feedback! In employability we looked at exploring business
enterprises. We also caught up with the apprentice, this week the focus was theme park rides.
The presentations delivered by the candidates linked in really well with digital day as they
marketed their ideas through virtual reality. We are going to be taking part in our own class
Apprentice project over the coming weeks which we are really excited about! We also enjoyed
an overdue visit to Millennium Gym. Well done boys, another great well 
Tasmania
What a fantastic week we have had this week in Tasmania class. During food technology this
week, we made a Chinese pandan cake, which we decorated with double cream and fresh
fruit. Some of us tasted the pandan cake and thought it tasted scrummy and some of us took
it home for our family.
On Tuesday, we went to the L6 community centre to wrap presents as a class for under
privileged children. It also gave us a bit of an insight to work experience but made us realise
how lucky we all are to have what we have. We wrapped well over 100 presents and we all
know that we will make many children happy with a great big smile of Christmas day.
During maths, we started with calendars, how many months we have, and the amount of days
in a month but also the year. We discussed about what a leap year is and how we have an
extra day every 4 years. We have moved onto telling the time using an analogue clock and a
digital. It is taking us a little bit of time to get used to telling the time but the more we practise
the better we get.
Christmas Island
The last couple of weeks have been really busy in Christmas Island we have been looking at
Health and safety in the workplace, to do this we have been walking around the school looking
at the notices and safety information displayed. In maths we have been looking at time and in
English we have been learning about speaking and listening and how to hold 'small talk'
conversations with people we meet like the hairdresser and shop keeper.
On Tuesday we had a digital day and we did task 2 on how to keep the ocean clean of plastic
and not be polluted. On Wednesday Heather The CEO of Open Awards came to talk to girls
club about all the jobs she had done in her life and said that we should not let anyone say we
can’t do something just because we are girls! On Thursday we went to the gym early, had an
early lunch and went to visit Riverside College. On Friday we continued learning about how to
regulate our emotions, last week we did anger management this week we did stress
management. By Sophie King

Page 20 of 31

Job Coach
Ms Claire Caddick, Job Coach
E: Claire.caddick@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Firstly a huge congratulations to Caitlin in Key Stage 5 for successfully completing her work
experience last week at the Bluecoat. Huge thank you to Miss Armer and Miss McGuire who
supported Caitlin throughout the process.
We have quite a few students due to go out on placements in the next few weeks to employers
such as Fairshare, The Entertainer, Lister Steps, Specsavers and the Old School Nursery
group. We are continuously looking for more placements to meet the variety of interests of our
students.
The employability team have been busy this week supporting the interns in their placements
at their employers as well as a trip to Lush to find out about roles and jobs in the retail sector.
We also attended training over two days with the Careers Enterprise Company and MENCAP,
looking at Gatsby Benchmark 6 and the roles of job coaches.
This week I visited one of our interns at Cadent Gas in Speke. Cadent is the U.K largest gas
distributer and Niall is the first supported intern in the UK to be completing a placement as an
intern engineer. This is ground breaking and life changing for Niall and his family. Niall is
following a programme with Cadent that is very similar to their apprenticeship programme and
he spends his time with the qualified engineers visiting clients on call out visits. He was excited
to tell me about how gas is measured and the processes involved in checking boilers and
changing gas meters which he is learning to do supervised by his colleagues. He has been
invited to visit their headquarters in Hinkley to deliver a presentation to staff about his
internship journey. I am really excited to see how this internship progresses and how our
relationship with Cadent develops.
I have been invited to the Educate awards this evening, where we have been nominated for
best SEND provision and Careers Aspirations Award. Obviously we all know which award I
would choose to be in receipt of if we had the choice!
All of the staff at Abbot’s Lea School (teaching and none teaching) deserve to be
acknowledged for their tireless efforts in producing the best educational journey for our
students and their families, so fingers crossed!
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Data Protection Officer
Mrs Kim Adair
E: kim.adair@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

The world of data protection is filled with jargon and technical terms, take a look at this GDPR
glossary to help make it accessible for you.
Personal data
The General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) only applies to organisations’ use of personal
data. This is any information relating to an identified, or identifiable person. This may include
information such as the person’s:
 Name, contact details, identification number, online identifier, such as a username.
 It may also include anything relating to the person’s physical and mental health,
genetics, finances, or their physiological, cultural or social identify.
Special categories of personal data
Personal data which is more sensitive and so needs more protection. It includes information
about a person’s:
 Racial ethnic origin, political opinions, religious or philosophical beliefs, trade union
membership, genetic information, biometrics (such as fingerprints) Health – physical
or mental or sexual orientation
It also includes information that reveals any of the above characteristics of an individual. For
example, the name and gender of a person’s spouse would reveal the person’s sexual
orientation. A photograph could also reveal some of the above characteristics of a person.
Processing - Anything done to personal data, such as collecting, recording, organising,
storing, altering, retrieving. Processing can be automated or manual.
Data subject – the person whose personal data is held or processed (all our pupils and staff
will be data subjects)
Data controller – A person or organisation that determines how and why personal data is
processed (our school)
Data processor – an external person or organisation, who is not employed by our school who
processes the personal data on our schools behalf (careers advice service or parental
communications provider)
Data protection officer – takes responsibility for monitoring data protection compliance
Data breach – A breach of security leading to the accidental or unlawful destruction, loss,
alteration, unauthorised disclosure of or access to personal data
Lawful bases – there are 6 lawful bases (or reasons) that you can use to justify why you need
to process personal data. You only need to meet one of the conditions.
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Students of the Week 10
EYFS/Key Stage One
Ireland

Ethan Jones

Wales

Bobby Johnson
Key Stage Two

Portugal

Sam Hogan

USA

John Archer

Brazil

Immy Hussain

France

Archie Fletcher

Canada

Anthony Woodward

Spain

Tyrone Dagostine

Italy

Louie Goodwin
Key Stage Three

Madagascar

Jacob Wands

Seychelles

Rhys Clarke

Cape Verde

Jacob Glynn

Botswana

Charlie Newman

Mozambique

Ruben Chipchase

Malawi

Max Rutkowski

Kenya

Royle Mensah

Peru

Joel Grainger
Key Stage Four

Australia

Marcel Gawronksi

Papua New Guinea

Saeed Ahmed

Samoa

Lews Okwu

Fiji

Luke Maguire

New Zealand

Sean Sweeney

Tasmania

Tom Reid

Christmas Island

Caitlin Brennan
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Photographs from Week 10
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Head’s Weekly Newsletter
TERM 2
WEEK
NUMBER
11

12

W/C

Date

Comment

Mon 18.11.2019
18.11.19  09:00 - Vaccinations (Fluenz) Primary Dept
Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
 Myerscough College Visit – Fiji Class


Thornton College Visit – Samoa Class



World Philosophy Day

Tue

19.11.19

Wed

20.11.19

Thurs

21.11.19

Fri

22.11.19

Mon 25.11.2019

25.11.19



Festival of Learning all week

Tue

26.11.19



Thornton College Visit – New Zealand Class

Wed

27.11.19

Thurs

28.11.19

Fri

29.11.19



12:00-14:00 KS4 Football Match – Jeffrey Humble
Football Centre

Assemblies and Coffee Morning are open to families. Parking is
available on site on a “first-come-first-served basis” only. No
photography permitted.



FAB! Christmas Fair

Time to be confirmed



FESTIVAL OF LEARNING



Term 2 Governing Body Meeting – 16:30-18:30

Sat 30.11.2019
13

Event

Mon 02.12.2019

02.12.19

Tue

03.12.19

Wed

04.12.19

Thurs

05.12.19

Assemblies and Coffee Morning are open to families. Parking is
available on site on a “first-come-first-served basis” only. No
photography permitted.

14

15

Fri

06.12.19

Saturday

07.12.19

Mon 09.12.2019

09.12.19

Tue

10.12.19

Wed

11.12.19

Thurs
Fri

Assemblies and Coffee Morning are open to families. Parking is
available on site on a “first-come-first-served basis” only. No
photography permitted.



Human Rights Day

12.12.19



Dress Rehearsal Primary (Christmas assembly)

13.12.19



Primary Christmas Assembly



Secondary Christmas Assembly

Mon 16.12.2019

16.12.19

Tue

17.12.19

Wed

18.12.19

Thurs

19.12.19

Fri

20.12.19

END OF TERM 2 AT 13:30

Assemblies and Coffee Morning are open to families. Parking is
available on site on a “first-come-first-served basis” only. No
photography permitted.

School closes at 13:30
Packed lunch provided

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY: Monday, 23 December 2019 to Friday, 3 January 2020
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