Head’s Weekly Newsletter
Issue 14, 13 December 2019

Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Dear Students, Families, Colleagues and Friends,
Welcome to today’s newsletter – we have had a very busy and productive week,
culminating in the most wonderful Christmas Assemblies held this morning.
It is this time of the academic year that truly “gets to me” – in a good way – and brings
tears to my eyes.

No matter how divided the country may feel on this Day 1 post General Election, it is
always important to have hope, faith, optimism and, importantly for me as the school
leader, fierce resolve to focus on what we CAN positively influence.

Today, I had been filled with the love for what I do, the joy of educating young people
and the togetherness of our school community. These feelings, made stronger by the
profoundly beautiful performance of our youngest children, marks the start of my
festive season… Thank you – to the children for making it so and for staff without
whom none of it would be possible. You are all stars!
Next week is the last week of term and the last “leg” of this calendar year, too. A few
reminders regarding the practicalities:
1. We have our Christmas Lunch on Wednesday, 18 December 2019
2. We have “bag lunch” on Friday, 20 December 2019
3. We finish at 1:30pm on that Friday and we ask that all students are collected
promptly at that time.
I wish you all a very good and restful weekend!
With kindest regards,
Mrs A. Hildrey
Headteacher

Term dates
Term ends on:
Christmas Holiday:
Term 3

Friday 20 December 2019 - finishing at 1:30pm
Monday 23 December 2019 to Friday 3 January 2020

Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’

Students arrive on:
Term ends on:
February Holiday:

Monday 6 January 2020
Friday 14 February 2020
Monday 17 February 2020 to Friday 21 February 2020

Term 4
Term starts on:
Term ends on:
Spring Holiday:
Bank holidays:

Monday 24 February 2020
Friday 3 April 2020 – finishing at 1:30pm
Monday 6 April 2020 to Friday 17 April 2020
Friday, 10 April 2020 – Good Friday
Monday, 13 April 2020 – Easter Monday

Term 5
Students arrive on:
Bank holiday:
Term ends on:
May Holiday:

Monday, 20 April 2020
8 May 2020 – Early Bank Holiday (VE Day)
Friday 22 May 2020
Monday 25 May 2020 (Bank Holiday) to Friday 29 May 2020

Term 6
Term starts on:
Official leaving date:
Staff Transition INSET:

Monday 1 June 2020
Friday 26 June 2020*
Friday 10 July 2020 – school closed to students

Transition Week:
Students’ last day:
Staff training day:
Term ends on:

Monday 13 July-Friday 17 July 2020**
Friday 17 July 2020 – finishing at 1:30pm
Monday 20 July – school closed to students
Monday 20 July 2020

*Friday 26 June 2020 is an official leaving date for the students in Year 11 as well as those in
Key Stage Five who are finishing their education at ALS that summer.
** Transition Week is a period of time during which the students will be taught in their next
year’s classes – this is to support smooth transition into ALS, into a new Department, Key
Stage or a new class.
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Breakfast with Santa!
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Deputy Headteacher

Mr McVerry, Deputy Headteacher
E: anthony.mcverry@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

This week has been a very busy week, with preparations for the Primary Christmas Assembly
threaded through the week, and today I had the privilege of watching the entire performance
in full, whilst also supporting the logistics by the entrance. It was so great to see everyone
engaged and loving the fact that they were taking part in this special assembly. A big thanks
goes to all of the staff who helped the students prepare for the performance, and also
supporting them this morning. Also a big thank you to all of the parents, families and governors
who joined us, it was great to see so many people there!
The secondary assembly took a different route, I talked about this time of the year and what it
really means for us as humans based on values and experiences. It is all well and good talking
about giving and receiving presents but it is also important to discuss love, hope, reflection
and a sense of bringing people together. I also shared a video that was put together with
pictures of our students engaging in learning from September to now which was refreshing to
see and also got a big round of applause from everyone in the room.
For me personally, this is a time to take stock and reflect. I am a very reflective person and I
think about the next steps, I do sometimes dwell on things, but this time of year seems
poignant to think about new beginnings and new starts, something that we all naturally do at
the start of the new calendar year. For us in school there has been a new start with the new
Student Council being announced and I want to congratulate all those students who put their
names forward and shared with students their manifestos, but the student council for this year
consists of:

Student council results
EYFS/KS1 Riley Potter (Wales)
KS2

John (USA)

KS3

Lewis Byrne (Madagascar)

KS4

Saeed Ahmed (PNG)

KS5

Sean Sweeny (New Zealand)

Congratulations all.
Have a great weekend.
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Care and Safeguarding
Ms Alison Twomey, Head of Care and Safeguarding
E: Alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

As we approach the Christmas break, it is always worth remembering those people for whom
the festive season can be a lonely time of the year. Christmas is about spending time with
family and friends but over half a million older people spent Christmas Day alone last year.
New analysis by Age UK has found that 1.7 million older people in England can go for a month
without meeting up with a friend, and that 300,000 over 65s have not even had a conversation
with family or friends over the same period.
Research commissioned by the charity also found that half a million older people across the
UK are expecting to feel lonely this Christmas, of whom 79% have not sought any help for
this. For half of those (52%), loneliness has become a ‘normal’ part of life. The study also
found that for more than half a million older people, Christmas is not something to look forward
to because it brings back too many memories of people who have passed away and happier
times. The charity’s research revealed that more than three-quarters of people over the age
of 65 believe the first Christmas after losing someone you love is the hardest, with up to
170,000 older people soon to face their first Christmas without their spouse.
To help combat loneliness the charity issues advice on how we can offer support to an older
person this Christmas:
Invite someone to your dinner table. Having one extra for dinner isn’t much effort but would
make such a huge difference to an elderly person that hasn’t had a conversation with anyone
in over a month.
Recognise if they are anxious. Remember, if someone is suffering loneliness they may have
become socially anxious, so be mindful and try to consider what they would need to make
them feel more comfortable. They may say no, simply for reasons such as fear of how to make
conversation.
Don’t assume, ask. Elderly people are more likely to not ask for help, so the emphasis is on
you to make a judgement if you feel someone is lonely. If a neighbour never has visitors or
doesn’t go out much, take the time to go and ask them to join you on Christmas Day
Help with their shopping. Pop round to your elderly neighbour and ask if you can take them
out to the shops so that they can buy food or to get out of the house.
Help with Christmas decorations. Many people living alone don’t bother to decorate the house
and it can make a big difference and help lift their mood. Buy your neighbour a small tree and
decorate it for them. Don’t forget to let them know you will also take it away, so that they don’t
need to worry about the cleaning up.
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Autism Research and Development
Ms Micah Grimshaw, Head of Autism Research and Development
E: micah.grimshaw@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

This week the newly banded Research Focus Group at Abbot’s Lea School came together for
the first meeting of the year.
Together we discussed the projects for the year ahead, which include a whole school
consultation on research priorities. The group will also be tasked with planning a National
Autism Conference that will be held in Liverpool on 9 October 2020. We are particularly excited
about the conference that will be jointly planned with Liverpool John Moore’s University, as
our ambition is to have more autistic student speakers than ever before! Stay tuned with our
Autism Research and Development department to hear the latest updates on what I am sure
will be a significant event for Abbot’s Lea School.

Girls’ Clubs this week prepared a package of Christmas gifts and letters to send to FasiaJansen-Gesamtschule in Oberhause, Germany. We are looking forward to receiving a special
parcel from Fasia-Jansen, and we are starting to plan to send a small group of KS3 staff and
students to Germany in April 2020.
Please get in touch if you are interested in finding out how you can become more involved in
any of our research and development initiatives at Abbot’s Lea School:
micah.grimshaw@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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School Business Support
Mrs Michelle Griffiths, Head of HR
E: michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

The week started with welcoming colleagues from The Beacon Primary School, Hunts Cross
Primary School, St Gregory's Primary School and Bank View School for a Restorative Practice
supervision meeting where we could share what works well with RP within our schools in order
to support other schools implementing the practice. Discussions also included upcoming
developments, including training for families in use of restorative techniques. Further
information on the programme is available on this website
http://www.restorativethinking.co.uk/schools/restorative-parenting/
On Tuesday and Wednesday I was involved in interviews for several Teaching Assistant roles
we have. We had a great standard of candidates with a wide range of knowledge and
experience and have appointed some amazing new people for our team! All will be starting in
the New Year.
On Thursday we were gifted with an extra staff training day due to the school being closed as
it was in use as a Polling Station. We took the opportunity to arrange some safeguarding
refresher training and hosted two guest speakers to talk to us about their schools journey
through changing their approach to behaviour support. Thanks to Rohit Naik from Hope School
and Jarlath O'Brien, Headteacher and author, for their inspiring contribution to the day.
Finally thanks to the Primary students for inviting me to their Christmas Assembly which was
wonderful. The singing and story-telling was amazing, well done everyone.

Mr Andrew Cocklin, Head of Finance and Operations
E: andrew.cocklin@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

This has been a very diverse week. We had some fantastic training on Thursday as a whole
staffing team, with lots of learning to take away. The school was also very busy with local
residents coming to cast their votes. We have also had two log cabins being built on the old
allotment area. Photos will follow once finished and thanks to Fab, for making this possible.
Today we have had two fantastic assemblies, well done to all the students and staff for all
their hard work.
Reminder that next week all students finish at 1:30pm on Friday 20th December.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Early Years and Key Stage 1
Key Stage Leader: Miss O’Neill
Maria.O’Neill@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

This week we have been getting ready for our Christmas assembly! We are so proud of all of
our pupils who worked so hard remembering their lines and singing so beautifully. Thank you
to everyone who came to see us.

Ireland
In Ireland class we have been reading 'Snow Bears' and learning more about Arctic animals.
We listened to 'The Nativity Story' and remembered the important names. Thank you to
everyone who supported us in our assembly on Friday. We are very excited for the fun
activities next week when we will read The Jolly Christmas Postman and make lovely crafts
for Christmas. Have a lovely weekend.
Wales
We have had a lovely week in Wales class reading the Christmas Story and retelling the story
using our cuddly toys. We have been following instructions, turn taking and working as a team
to create Christmas slime and have been working hard to prepare for our Christmas Assembly.
Have a lovely weekend everyone.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 2
Key Stage Leader: Mrs Lisa Walker
Lisa.Walker@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Portugal Class
Portugal
This week Portugal class visited the Roman experience in Chester. We learnt all about how
the Romans lived and what their lives were like. The children displayed model behaviour and
represented us well!
Have a great weekend!
Italy
This week Italy class have had a fantastic week. On Tuesday we went to DEWA Roman
Experience in Chester. It was fantastic and the pupils really enjoyed it. We had a tour of a
Roman village and found out what Roman life was really like. The pupils had the opportunity
to dress in Roman clothes and feel Roman artefacts. All the pupils fully engaged and enjoyed
every moment.
Brazil
In English we continued with our Escape from Pompeii story. We turned into reporters and
designed and wrote our own newspapers. In Maths we looked at pictograms to record our
favourite colours in class. In PE we played our invasions games and practiced our throwing
skills. We ended the week with a fantastic Christmas production for our visitors.
Spain
The students in Spain class have enjoyed rehearsing and performing in The Primary
Department Christmas Nativity Assembly. Everyone has made great improvement with their
singing and sang the Christmas Carols beautifully during the Nativity Assembly. The students
looked fabulous in their King costumes and did themselves proud with their efforts. Well done
Spain class.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 3
Key Stage Leader: Mr Richard Hodgson
Richard.Hodgson@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Malawi
Malawi have had another fantastic week! The children have worked hard all week and are
getting excited for Christmas. We really enjoyed making festive Yule logs in our food
technology lesson - I’m sure you will agree they looked and tasted amazing! On Wednesday
afternoon we enjoyed watching the primary department practise for their Christmas
Performance. We are looking forward to a week filled with lots of Christmas fun next week!
Have a lovely weekend!
Cape Verde
Cape Verde have been working on using a ruler in Maths this week and been measuring all
around the school. We have shown some fantastic teamwork skills with the Liverpool football
coaches designing Christmas themed pictures. In gymnastics Cape Verde worked on the
apparatus completing their routines. In food tech we made some lovely snowmen biscuits.
They had some brilliant designs and were very creative. We finished our African stories and
read them to the class. This week we have been focusing on been kind to each other in class
and giving compliments to each other. Well done this week Cape Verde.
Kenya

A short but busy week! We've continued to read 'The butterfly lion' in English. In geography
we did a case study on a child in Kenya and discussed the differences and similarities of what
a typical day is like. In science, we have looked at the names of plants in more detail and the
plants reproductive system. On Wednesday afternoon, we were invited to watch the primary
Christmas performance - it was fantastic! Well done to all of the classes. In maths, we have
looked at mental subtraction and using the inverse to check our answers! We had our last
coaching session this week with the LFC coaches, we have all really enjoyed working with
them. Finally, in life skills, we learnt about democracy and discussed the election. Have a
lovely weekend!
Botswana

This week, in Citizenship we learnt about Human Rights on International Human Rights day
itself. We looked at the reasons why this is so important and how it came about, then made
posters and designed new logos for the UN and Human Rights.
We also looked at the General election; exploring manifestos for policies and then writing
some of our own. We even witnessed the creation of The Climate Party with some very Green
initiatives. Fake News was also on the agenda as we looked into the reasons people create
fake news as well as how to spot it, be objective in the face of it and what we can do to verify
what we're being told.
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Peru
This week in Peru class we have made Christmas baubles in DT, looked at different animals
in French and in English we looked at the story of Kabo's diary. The students did very well in
life skills where we looked at health and hygiene. In geography we created out own treasure
maps and in Maths we ordered and sequenced numbers.

Mozambique
Class Mozambique have experienced some big changes this week. Having said goodbye to
Miss Wah, the students and I have spent time adjusting to the new changes in class. We have
spent time discussing some of the new routines we will be following and looking at the zones
of regulation and how we can use this tool to support us when we are not feeling “green” and
“ready to learn”. The students created their own tool kits which detailed measures staff can
take when they are in crisis. In citizenship and life skills we have learnt all about British Values
and the importance of democracy and respect. In PE we had our final lesson with the LFC
coaches. Over the past 6 weeks we have developed our teamwork skills, our catching and
throwing skills and our hand and eye co-ordination. In Art, we have finished our Safari
landscapes and we are excited to get them on display for all our class visitors to see. Keep up
the good work Mozambique!
Madagascar
It's been a busy week this week in Madagascar. In English, we continued with our guided
reading on David Walliams' Demon Dentist. We demonstrated our understanding of the
chapters read by completing comprehension questions. In maths, we continued with adding
fractions with different denominators. Some of us still find this a bit tricky and will need to keep
working on it. We have enjoyed learning about the respiratory system in science. We were all
able to name the different parts of our respiratory system and recognised their functions. We
made a lung model using balloons, a clear plastic cup, a straw, an elastic band and some
blue- tac to show how the movement of our diaphragm affects breathing. We were all amazed
by the mechanism of breathing and took the model home to show our parents and carers. In
art, we continued with our African theme. We painted a picture of animals using bright colours
in the style of TingaTinga art.
It was Miss William's birthday on Wednesday. Mrs Wong gave us a maths question to solve
in order to guess Miss William's age. The question was:
Miss William's age was a square number last year and her age will be a cube number next
year. How old is she this year?
We all had a go at working it out and Mann managed to solve the question. Well done!
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 4
Key Stage Leader: Miss Dallas
Katie.Dallas@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Portugal Class
Australia
This week in maths we have been learning about reflection. Students have been practising
drawing a mirror's image of various shapes, a tricky skill that class Australia tried really hard
at even though it was a challenging activity.
Also, on Wednesday we had a wonderful trip out to Frankie and Benny's. The students put
into practice their social skills and independence as well as having lots of fun! Well done class,
you were a fantastic representative of the school.
Papua New Guinea
This week in PNG we finished reading Under the Hawthorn Tree. We wrote amazing acrostic
poems inspired by the workhouses that existed at the time. The pupils created very emotive
pieces of work. Well done PNG.
In Maths we completed our Star Maths assessment ready for our new topic in the new term.
In Science we have been building a model of the solar system as a whole class.
This week also saw the results of the student council vote. Well done Saeed who was voted
as student council representative for KS4 also well done to Caitlin and Al who were also in the
running for council rep.
Samoa
On Wednesday we went bowling and to McDonald’s for our Christmas trip. We had fun! On
Friday we must wore our Christmas jumpers. In English we made ‘Wanted Gulliver posters.’
In maths we learned about word formula. In art we made some Christmas cards. We had our
picture taken wearing a Santa hat. My card was a penguin! Have a good weekend everyone.
By Brendan
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 5
Key Stage Leader: Mr Ryan Mason
Ryan.Mason@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

New Zealand
This week New Zealand enjoyed a visit to Sandy Park cafe to meet with some students from
Sandfield Park School. We prepared some questions about how they run their non-profit
enterprise to inspire our own. We thoroughly enjoyed it and was a great opportunity to network
with other students. In Employability we have started to look at some different types of
interviews, why they are used and how to prepare ourselves for them. This was inspired by
last weeks 'Interviews' episode of the Apprentice. We celebrated a birthday - Dan Kotas turned
17! For his birthday, he wanted to plan a lesson for the class which he has worked extremely
hard on. It was all about motivation and strategies for staying motivated which tied in well with
our mindfulness focus as well as some interview role-play! We also enjoyed watching the
Primary Christmas Assembly, they were amazing! Afterwards, the student council votes were
announced and we are so pleased that Sean Sweeney from New Zealand class will be
representing KS5! Well done! Another fantastic week, thank you for your amazing work! See
you on Monday when the Christmas countdown officially begins!! - Miss Boyle
Tasmania
This week in Tasmania students have continued working and reading Grandpa’s Great
Escape. Grandpa had decided to have a break out of Twilight Towers and in his terms with
the use of Knickerige as a ladder. From this the class were able to learn the correct use of
speech marks within sentences. During Maths we have been doing our times tables and
supporting students using the timetable rock star app that is available for students to use at
home. The students have been showing off there cooking talents and have made sweet and
sour chicken wraps. They were able to practice their cutting skills with a knife safely. I must
say they were really tasty. Tasmania class also had the pleasure of watching the primary in
there nativity play, can I say what an absolute delight it was the singing was amazing. We will
be having a week of fun festivities linked to the curriculum next week to end the term, we hope
use have a great weekend, Tasmania class.
Christmas Island
Our class have tried hard with our Speaking and Listening component of our English course.
We had to deliver a presentation each to the rest of the class on the subject of 'Games'. The
class talked about tips of how to speak in front of a group, how to show good listening and
think of some different types of questions. The talks were great - ranging from Pirate games,
various computer games, traditional ones and the old favourite Twister. Each of us had to
answer lots of questions.
Maths saw us measuring and making shapes accurately.
In Employability we talked about Customer Services and had to take part in various role play
scenarios dealing with customers. We had to deal with customers complaining about a meal
and returning faulty items in a shop.. Some of us found this quite hard but most of us tried
hard and joined in.
We ended the week thinking about different types of friendships.
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Job Coach
Ms Claire Caddick, Job Coach
E: Claire.caddick@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

This week I am continuing to let the Supported Interns tell you all a bit about their journey and
their roles on their Internship placement. So far we have heard from the Interns at Aloft and
Regenda homes. This week it is the turn of Tom.....
My name is Tom Harris and my job title is an assistant gardener at the National trust based at
Speke hall and gardens. In my role I clean the grounds of Speke hall and I do tasks like
propagation which is basically making new plants from older plants. On a Friday I work in the
café there so that I can learn a different skill too. I have also worked in the garden kitchen
when they grow vegetables to be used in the café for Visitors.
I enjoy my Internship because I like working with others and I like working outdoors even if
it’s raining. I also like learning new things and I enjoy history so working for a company that is
historic is good for me. The tasks I like doing the most are; Cleaning up the grounds for visitors,
getting apples from the orchard, Brushing leafs and emptying the wheel barrows.
The people I work with are very nice, understanding and helpful and the scones are lovely
from the café! I would recommend Internship because I learn on the Job and it’s very fun and
Entertaining. We have 3 reviews throughout the year called Growth meetings and I have just
had mine with my Job Coaches and employer and I did very well. They tell me goals for me to
work on within the role and I can then try to achieve those goals and let my Job coach know
what extra support I need, if any.
I hope to be a Blacksmith in the future and I found out last week that Speke hall has an unused
Blacksmith’s workshop so I have been spending some time in there. My Job coaches have
organised for me to meet a real Blacksmith and spend time with him, getting to know what the
job involves and how I can gain extra training to help me on my way.

Thanks for reading

By Tom Harris
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Data Protection Officer
Mrs Kim Adair
E: kim.adair@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

How the GDPR Stole Christmas!
Since the GDPR came into force in May this year, there has been a lot of confusion and
misconceptions surrounding the new regulations and how they apply to both businesses and
individuals.
However, some accusations circulating around social media channels may just be taking it
one step too far…
He’s making a list
He’s checking it twice
He’s gonna find out who’s naughty or nice
Santa Claus is in contravention of Article 4 of the General Data Protection Regulation (EU)
2016/679.
This is just one of the myths currently doing the rounds concerning Christmas and the GDPR.
Myth - Children’s public letters to Santa are banned?
The town of Roth in Germany had a tradition where the children of the town would post letters
to Santa on a tree. As these wish-lists included contact details (so that the children’s wishes
could be granted), and the children were minors, their parents must provide consent for this
data to be processed.
Luckily, after the town council had initially announced the end of this practice, they decided to
produce new forms which allowed room for both the child’s letter and a parent’s signature, so
the tradition will be continuing this year.
Interestingly, the European Commission pointed out that these have been the rules for the last
20 years, and remain unchanged by the GDPR.
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Students of the Week 14
EYFS and Key Stage One
Ireland

Sonny Holding

Wales

Oscar Castillo Sanchez
Key Stage Two

Portugal

Maxi Castillo Sanchez

USA

Mason Stopforth Robinson

Brazil

Charlie Coleman

France

Gerard Owen

Canada

Anthony Woodward

Spain

Aiden Edgar

Italy

Oscar Connor
Key Stage Three

Madagascar

Nathan Potter

Seychelles

Rhys Edmonds-Ali

Cape Verde

Leighton McCall

Botswana

Euan Lee

Mozambique

Lily Blundell

Malawi

Patrice Masali-Monga

Kenya

AJ Kennedy

Peru

Kyle Pickett
Key Stage Four

Australia

Spencer Sanderson

Papua New Guinea

Daniel Williams

Samoa

Nathan Green

Fiji

Aliyah Harry
Key Stage Five

New Zealand

Aiden Collins

Tasmania

Elliot Ko

Christmas Island

Sophie King
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Photographs from Week 14
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Head’s Weekly Newsletter

TERM 2
WEEK
NUMBER

15

W/C

Date

Mon 16.12.2019

16.12.19

Event

Comment

Tue
17.12.19
Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
 Student Christmas Lunch
Wed
18.12.19

Thurs

19.12.19

Fri

20.12.19

END OF TERM 2 AT 13:30

School closes at 13:30, Packed lunch provided

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY: Monday, 23 December 2019 to Friday, 3 January 2020
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