Head’s Weekly Newsletter
Issue 17, 17 January 2020

Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Dear Students, Families, Colleagues and Friends,
Welcome to today’s issue of my Weekly Newsletter.
We have had an amazing week, with so many of our students enjoying Science lessons in the
glorious Chester Zoo. We are so proud of every single one of the boys and girls, whose
conduct in the community was exemplary and the joy of learning – inspiring! Those on site
had an equally pleasant week of learning and did not let the pesky weather (with wet play)
spoil the experience.
We also hosted a three-day inspection from the National Autistic Society (NAS) this week. The
two assessors observed arrival at, and departure from, the school, transition into and between
lessons, learning in the classroom and in the community, as well as playtime, lunchtime and
other such social times.
The assessors also travelled to the employment sites of our Supported Interns. As part of their
assessment, the Autism experts met with the students (during 33 observations and many
student-focused meetings), spoke with the staff and took on board feedback received through
online questionnaires sent to the young people and their families. Additionally, they had an
opportunity to meet with two students’ parents here on site.
Whilst we are yet to receive their full report – which I will share with you all as soon as it is
received – the feedback received at the end of the last day was really positive and we are
clearly on the right track! I was particularly pleased to hear the reports of the wonderful,
respectful relationships between students and staff, the students’ exemplary behaviour and
attitudes to learning and our staff’ expert support for the students where required.
Where further development is recommended, we will, of course address it to ensure that we
offer the best support to the students, training and development to the staff and clarifications
of why we do what we do to the families.
I want to thank Miss Grimshaw for leading on this work and everyone else who supported this
visit and our ongoing development of evidence-based Autism practice.
My week also included hosting a visit from twelve potential applicants for the Deputy
Headteacher role. It was a formidable group of very experienced leaders and I hope that some
of those who came will choose to apply. Who knows, maybe one of them will be my next
Deputy Head? We will find out soon enough, as the closing date is on Monday, 20 January
and the recruitment planned for 27-28 January 2020. Fingers crossed! For now, it is business
as usual and we are all working to make the remaining four weeks of this term simply fantastic!
With kind regards and best wishes for the weekend,
Mrs A Hildrey
Headteacher

Positive Behaviour Support
Despite the school enjoying a very harmonious and settled week, counterintuitively, I have
become aware of the fact that some families report a continued need to understand a bit
better our Positive Behaviour Support Policy.
According to those reports, some parents openly disagree with the principles of our
therapeutic, positive, supportive approaches and are in favour of a more disciplinarian
approach, including punitive sanction measures. Others agree in principle with the positive
behaviour support but seek to understand the range of supportive methods we use, and there
are those who, having listened to many contradictory opinions, feel confused and do not know
what to believe!

Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’

Such a state of confusion is never helpful and can prevent effective partnership working.
Worse so, when facts are mis-represented, things get misunderstood, emotions begin to run
high, communication can turn into unhelpful gossip and this can lead to assumptions and
exaggeration of parental concerns.
In fact, a few parents raises with us serious concerns about some communication on social
media platforms regarding the matter, finding the content unhelpful, inappropriate and highly
negative. My fellow leaders and I were very disappointed to hear this and I know you will
agree, such communications are not at all helpful and raise anxiety when the task of parenting
(including parenting of a child with complex needs) has plenty of it already…
With that in mind, I urge anyone who has any concern or who overhears something that did
not come from the official school communication to seek the truth and reassurance by
contacting us directly.
I will also be more proactive and I will use the Weekly Newsletter to share more information
about our ways of working at Abbot’s Lea School.
To start with, in today’s issue, I include a summary of some of the principles underpinning our
work supporting students in:
-

mastering own self-regulation (Zones of Regulation),
methods we use to keep everyone safe when crisis may, or indeed, does occur (Team
Teach), and importantly
teaching young people to reflect on the past to make their future better (Restorative
Practice).

I hope you find this overview helpful in seeking to understand the wide range of approaches
used.
As ever, if anyone has any questions or concerns or wishes to discuss any aspect of our policy
or practice, I urge you to always contact the school ask us for an explanation.
Lastly, and we are so happy to update you on this:
Before Christmas, I mentioned that we have been working with Team Teach to design
bespoke family training programmes. I am pleased to tell you that this week we received a
confirmation that we will be able to roll those out to families and the first sessions will be
available as early as February. More on that in coming days!
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Positive Behaviour Support Approaches used at
Abbot’s Lea School
Zones of Regulation
http://www.zonesofregulation.com/index.html
‘Self-regulation is something everyone continually works on whether or not we are cognizant
of it. We all encounter trying circumstances that test our limits from time to time. If we are able
to recognise when we are becoming less regulated, we are able to do something about it to
manage our feelings and get ourselves to a healthy place. This comes naturally for some, but
for others it is a skill that needs to be taught and practiced. This is the goal of The Zones of
Regulation (or Zones for short).’

Team Teach
https://www.teamteach.co.uk/
‘Team Teach is an accredited, award-winning provider of positive behavioural management
training suitable for use in a wide variety of education settings.
Our positive behaviour management strategies have been developed in real schools and
residential settings over 20 years. They equip teams and individuals with the tools they need
to transform challenging behaviours into positive outcomes in the classroom and beyond,
while reducing risk and the need for physical intervention.’

Restorative Practice
https://restorativejustice.org.uk/restorative-practice-schools
‘A restorative school is one which takes a restorative approach to resolving conflict and
preventing harm.
Restorative approaches enable those who have been harmed to convey the impact of the
harm to those responsible, and for those responsible to acknowledge this impact and take
steps to put it right.
Restorative approaches refer to a range of methods and strategies which can be used both
to prevent relationship-damaging incidents from happening and to resolve them if they do
happen.
Becoming a restorative school has many benefits, including increased attendance, reduced
exclusions and improved achievement.’
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Governing Body update
Our Governing Body will meet on Wednesday, 29 January 2020 and we look forward to
summarising GB’s decisions in the future newsletter.

Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’

We are also pleased to confirm that Miss Jennie Shipley, our ICT Technician was elected as
a Staff Governor.
I have worked in Abbot’s Lea School for nearly 5 years, firstly
as an external IT support contractor and then as a full time
employee. During this time, I have seen a lot of change and
improvement in the school. I have worked in over 50 schools
so far in my 10 year IT career, giving me a broad knowledge of
how schools are run and what system have and have not
worked.
During my career, I have learnt the value of being kind and
direct, being held accountable for my decision making,
delivering difficult news and challenging respectfully and clearly,
always ensuring to work as part of a team and working
confidently with personal/educational data.
I think these skills, would help me be an approachable staff
governor, and staff would be more able to talk about their views
and wishes.
I look forward very much to working with the Governing Body.
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Term dates
Term 3
Students arrive on:
Term ends on:
February Holiday:

Monday 6 January 2020
Friday 14 February 2020
Monday 17 February 2020 to Friday 21 February 2020
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Term 4
Term starts on:
Term ends on:
Spring Holiday:
Bank holidays:

Monday 24 February 2020
Friday 3 April 2020 – finishing at 1:30pm
Monday 6 April 2020 to Friday 17 April 2020
Friday, 10 April 2020 – Good Friday
Monday, 13 April 2020 – Easter Monday

Term 5
Students arrive on:
Bank holiday:
Term ends on:
May Holiday:

Monday, 20 April 2020
8 May 2020 – Early Bank Holiday (VE Day)
Friday 22 May 2020
Monday 25 May 2020 (Bank Holiday) to Friday 29 May 2020

Term 6
Term starts on:
Official leaving date:
Staff Transition INSET:

Monday 1 June 2020
Friday 26 June 2020*
Friday 10 July 2020 – school closed to students

Transition Week:
Students’ last day:
Staff training day:
Term ends on:

Monday 13 July-Friday 17 July 2020**
Friday 17 July 2020 – finishing at 1:30pm
Monday 20 July – school closed to students
Monday 20 July 2020

*Friday 26 June 2020 is an official leaving date for the students in Year 11 as well as those in
Key Stage Five who are finishing their education at ALS that summer.
** Transition Week is a period of time during which the students will be taught in their next
year’s classes – this is to support smooth transition into ALS, into a new Department, Key
Stage or a new class.
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2020-21 Term dates

Term 1:
1 September 2020 – INSET
Starts: 2 September 2020 – students return to school
Ends: Friday, 23 October 2020
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Half term: Monday 26 October to Friday 30 October 2020
Term 2:
Starts: 2 November 2020 – students return to school
Ends: Friday 18 December 2020 at 1:30pm
Christmas break: Monday 21 December 2020 to Friday 1 January 2021

Term 3:
4 January 2021 – INSET
Starts: 5 January 2021 – students return to school
Ends: 12 February 2021
Half term: Monday 15 February 2021 to Friday 19 February 2021
Term 4:
Starts: 22 February 2021 – students return
Ends: Friday 26 March 2021 at 1:30pm
Easter break: Monday 29 March 2021 to Friday 9 April 2021

Term 5:
Starts: 12 April 2021 – students return
May day: Monday 3 May 2021
Ends - 28 May 2021
Half term: Monday 31 May to Friday 4 June 2021
Term 6:
Starts: 7 June 2021 – students return
25 June 2021 – Leavers’ Day (for Y11, 12, 13, 14)
9 July 2021 – Transition INSET
12 – 16 July 2021 - Transition Week
Ends: 16 July 2021 at 1:30pm
19-20 July 2021 – INSET Days (worked as staff’ extended twilight days)
Summer holidays: Monday 16 July to Tuesday, 31 August 2021
Holiday planning tip:
Please note that during the following school year 2021-22, 1, 2 and 3 September 2021
are all INSET days and so the students will return to school on Monday, 6 September
2021 for the start of the 2021-22 academic year
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Noticeboard

Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’

The Psychology of Autism

Liverpool University will be running 10 sessions
from Thursday 23 April 2020, 6-8pm

Venue:
University of Liverpool – Continuing Education Department
Mount Pleasant (opposite Catholic Cathedral Café)
Open to anyone wishing to attend
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Noticeboard

Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’
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Deputy Headteacher

Mr McVerry, Deputy Headteacher
E: anthony.mcverry@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

This week has been a very busy week with the NAS Autism Accreditation assessment taking
place in school. It was great to talk to the advisers and share my points of view about where
the school is on its journey, but also to gain some advice on how to further improve the school
and what we do. I am always one to take things on board and make things even better. At the
end of the day, we are all here for the students and your children and to provide them with the
best education and opportunistic available to them, but also to build opportunities that may not
yet exist. That is the part of the job that I love, influencing the students in an impartial but
constructive way.
Today I delivered both the Primary and Secondary assemblies, two different topics, but both
very important. In the Primary assembly I covered the topic of e-safety and keeping safe
online, this topic is taught and covered throughout the curriculum, but I like to focus on aspects
of the curriculum when I have all of the students together and it is something that I feel is a
really important part of living in society today. I often refer to the days when I was in school
and had a phone with snake on, or I had to dial into the internet and the house phone would
not work. Technology is great, but it moves so fast and we need to try and keep ahead of it.
In the secondary assembly, I looked at resilience and linked that to last week’s assembly,
when I talked about change and how things moved forward. I think we need to be more open
about how things affect us and the impact that this can have on our mental health.
Recently, I hurt my back and I went straight to the doctors, but if I am feeling low or down, I
tend to deal with it on my own, something I know is not a great strategy. We are quick to get
our physical ailments seen to, but reluctant to get our mental health needs seen to. I for one
know that I could be better at this.
I hope you all have a great weekend.
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Care and Safeguarding
Ms Alison Twomey, Head of Care and Safeguarding
E: Alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Every year, the third Monday of each January is dubbed ‘Blue Monday’, said to be the most
depressing day of the year
The Zero Suicide Alliance, an amazing charity committed to suicide prevention, has taken the
opportunity to increase awareness by renaming the day as ‘Brew Monday’. This is a very
simple idea that recognises how important it is to talk. We all know someone who might be
suffering from a low mood or even having suicidal thoughts and be in need of help. Far too
often, people keep these thoughts to themselves and do not get the help and support they
desperately need. Over 6,500 suicides were recorded across the UK in 2018 with every one
having a major impact both emotionally and socially on friends, relatives and work colleagues.
The aim of ‘Brew Monday’ is simply to sit down with someone, have a cuppa and talk about
how they are feeling. The Zero Suicide Alliance message is simple but effective: “A chat over
a brew helps everyone feel a bit more grounded, helping to put all our problems into
perspective. Just an invitation for a cuppa alone is often enough to lift someone’s spirits and
show them you care”. For too long, mental health and suicide has been a taboo subject that
is avoided in conversation but campaigns like ‘Brew Monday’ can help bring it to the forefront
so we can begin to address the growing suicide problem in the UK.
Next Monday, why don’t we all take the time to think of someone who may be in need of
support. It’s a small but simple thing. If you think somebody might need help, trust your
instincts and strike up a conversation. You can’t make things worse and you may be a
lifesaver.
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Autism Research and Development
Ms Micah Grimshaw, Head of Autism Research and Development
E: micah.grimshaw@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

This past week has been a busy one as we welcomed our Autism Accreditation adviser Mr
Knowles and Autism Accreditation moderator Mrs Creswell to Abbot’s Lea School.
Over three days, Mr Knowles and Mrs Creswell visited every single class to observe autism
practice contributing to a full report that will be sent to panel for a decision to be made
regarding our eligibility for accreditation.
Mr Knowles and Mrs Creswell would like me to thank every single member of staff and student
24 January 2020
Attention Deficit Hyperactive
Alison Elliot, Parent at Abbot’s Lea
Disorder (ADHD)
School
10:30 – 12:00
What is ADHD and what strategies can enable somebody with an ADHD diagnosis to
engage with learning and stay well regulated throughout the day?
Alison Elliot has personal experience of ADHD and is passionate about breaking down the
barriers for children and young people with ADHD in the classroom.
3 February 2020

Eating Challenges

Caitlin, Student at Abbot’s Lea
School

13:30 – 15:00
Caitlin has overcome significant eating challenges in her life, and now wishes to share her
story with anyone who is either living with or supporting someone who is facing similar
experiences.
Caitlin will also explore strategies that have proven to be helpful for autistic children with
eating challenges.
For more information, or to book a place on any of the above workshops, please contact
bookings@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
for making them both feel so welcome during their visit. I would also like to thank the parents,
school governors and therapists that took time out of their day to speak to Jonny and Tracey.
For now we await the panel’s decision!
Please note the upcoming workshops listed below. I am extremely excited to share that our
next two family training events will be co-delivered with one of our new parents, who joined
our school community this academic year, and one of our Key Stage 4 students. Both
speakers have significant expertise in their topics, informed by lived experiences.
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School Business Support
Mrs Michelle Griffiths, Head of HR
E: michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

This week we were visited by the NAS assessors for 3 days and I would like to say thank you
to all of our students and staff for being so helpful on their visit. I spoke with the assessors
about our recruitment and staff development practices and how we see staff development as
an essential part of our practice.
It’s that time of the year when everyone makes new years’ resolutions about health and fitness
so this week we have been arranging voluntary health checks for our employees. This will
involve:







General health discussion and advice
Blood pressure and pulse check
Height / weight and BMI
Cholesterol check
Blood glucose (diabetes) check
Peak flow
These checks will both inform staff about their health and flag up any potential issues early
enough for treatment to be sought.
Health checks are also available from the NHS in some circumstances, further information is
available from https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/nhs-health-check/nhs-health-check/
And finally, a reminder to anyone interested in applying for our Deputy Headteacher role that
the closing date is noon on Monday 20 January 2020.
Have a relaxing weekend everyone.
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School Business Support
Mr Andrew Cocklin, Head of Finance and Operations
E: andrew.cocklin@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’

It's always good to get feedback from students with regards to what we can improve in school
and new ideas to make it an even better place for all our students. Our Eco warriors have
been working hard to see what they can do to help improve our school site, make it more eco
-friendly and help to inspire everyone who comes to Abbot's Lea to do their little bit for the
environment. They have come up with a fantastic project, for the whole school to help with,
and details will be released shortly.
Our recent Student Council meeting, also raised some interesting areas that need improving
and we work has commenced on them. Student involvement, feedback and ideas is so
important to ensuring that the direction we take as a school is actually meeting the needs of
the students, so it’s always reassuring to see when what the students are asking for is aligned
to how we see the school moving forward also. Keep up the good work!

Page 13 of 32

Key Stage News and Updates
Early Years and Key Stage 1
Key Stage Leader: Miss O’Neill
Maria.O’Neill@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

There has been lots of fun learning activities happening again this week in Ireland and Wales
class. We have been reading our royally inspired books 'Katie goes to London' and 'You can't
eat a Princess.'
Ireland
In Ireland class we had fun learning how to mix colours to make new ones, and found lots of
interesting objects we could stamp with and make different patterns. We have been developing
our phonics knowledge by listening to stories, reading and taking part in fun games. In maths
we have been continuing to develop our number recognition skills, reading and writing
numerals and incorporating numbers into our play and everyday activities.
Wales
Wales class have had a wonderful week working and exploring our theme of 'Kings and
Queens'. In English we have been reading the story 'Katie in London', learning new
vocabulary, looking for clues in the story and practicing sequencing. We learnt about Queen
Elizabeth and Queen Victoria and looked at how the clothes and toys are very different when
the two queens were on the throne. In Maths we have been practicing our number skills and
in science we sorted materials by their properties. In Art we created pictures in the style of
Kandinsky focusing on primary and secondary colours. Have a lovely weekend everyone.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 2
Key Stage Leader: Mrs Lisa Walker
Lisa.Walker@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Portugal Class
Italy
This week Italy class have been reading the story of King Arthur in English and how he pulled
the sword from the stone. We used props in class to set the scene for our new book. In Maths
we have learning to count in groups of 2's, 5's and 10's. In Science we have been talking about
having a healthy diet and why it is so important for our bodies. We shared our favourite foods
and found out which food group these foods are in. In Computing we have been talking about
staying safe online and keeping our personal information safe. Well done Italy class for a
lovely week.
Spain
The students in Spain class have had an exciting week in school. They have improved their
cutting and chopping skills in Food Technology when making fruit kebabs, visited Strawberry
Fields and Chester Zoo! The students thoroughly enjoyed looking at the animals and exploring
the different enclosures at the zoo.
Well done everyone for another excellent week.
Brazil
Class Brazil have had a great week. We have read chapter 2 of Beowolf. We have looked at
the different characters and sequenced the chapter. In Maths we looked at different coins and
matched the correct coin to the amount. This week we have also been on a trip to Chester
Zoo. We had an amazing time and learnt lots about the different animals.
USA
This week Class USA enjoyed a trip to Chester Zoo all students’ behaviour was exemplary.
The students learnt lots of new facts about the animals and we even saw an Aye-Aye. In Maths
we have started a new topic about adding numbers. We have continued to learn about the
Vikings and Anglo-Saxons countries that they came from and have even made a Viking
Longship in D.T. Well done Class USA for a great week.
Canada
This week Canada class have had lots of fun learning all about the Vikings. We started a new
story called ‘The Sword in the stone’ and we have completed lots of different activities about
the story. We are looking forward to reading the rest of the story next week. In maths we have
been looking at the values of different coins and how we can make the same amounts using
different coins. One group also started looking 2D shapes and made tessellations using
different 2D shapes. In DT we started designing our own Viking shield which we will start
making in a few weeks. Have a great weekend everyone.
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France
We've had a lovely week in class France this week. The pupils have all been so sensible on
our class trips to Strawberry Field and Chester Zoo. They have also worked really hard in their
lessons. For Maths this week we have been focusing on our times tables. In English we have
completed our story of the Sword in the Stone and created some very imaginative posters for
it.
Keep up the hard work class France! 🙂
Portugal
This week in Class Portugal, we visited Chester Zoo - we had a fantastic day and the children
were fantastic ambassadors for our school! We saw lots of animals including the elephants,
bats and rhinos! We had lots of exciting discussions about this back in class.
We have also been looking at the story of 'The Sword in the Stone'. We have acted this story
out, all taking turns to be King Arthur! We also did some fantastic writing about this, using full
stops and capital letters!
Well done, Class Portugal! Have a great weekend!
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 3
Key Stage Leader: Mr Richard Hodgson
Richard.Hodgson@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Malawi
Malawi have had another fantastic week. We are really enjoying our ‘Medieval Britain’ topic.
We have continued to learn about the differences between medieval and modern day living.
We learnt about the legend of ‘King Arthur’ in English and wrote fantastic recounts of the
legend. We have been busy looking at medieval writing and created our own ‘Illuminated
letters’ in Art this week. In maths, we have continued to look at fractions, we are amazing at
ordering, comparing and spotting equivalent fractions. In RE, we have been learning about
the Islamic faith and the five pillars of Islam. In Science, we are learning about sound and
how it travels – we enjoyed making our own musical panpipes out of straws. Keep up the hard
work Malawi!
Cape Verde
This week Cape Verde have worked really well. We have been looking at light and reflection
in science. In Maths we have been measuring the perimeter of shapes. In English, History and
Geography we have been looking at the medieval times and learning all about features of
castles and locating them in the UK. The students have been creating their own animations
using scratch and have been learning all the algorithms to make them move. Fantastic week.
Kenya
Kenya has had a very busy week. In Life Skills, we looked at the story of Rosa Parks and we
talked about racism. In Geography, the students located some medieval castles on the map
following our theme of the term, Medieval Britain. In English, we read the legend of King Arthur
and the students answered some comprehension questions. They found the story very
interesting! In Art, the students had the chance to draw medieval castles and in Music, we
listened to some medieval music. Kenya class has had a brilliant week!
Botswana
Botswana have had another busy week! We have been learning about the Equality Act in Life
Skills, specifically what it means to us as individuals and the changes it made to previous
legislation for some of our protected characteristics. Not sure what they are? Ask our students
and they can tell you!
We've delved further into the events of 1066 and more specifically the Battle at Stamford
Bridge (NOT the football ground). From berserkers to shield walls, sneaking in rivers and
forests to a family betrayal - a fascinating topic we have enjoyed studying.
Our ICT lessons have taken us right back to basics with the origin of programming and coding;
flowcharts. Who'd have known there'd be so many steps to something as ordinary as making
some toast! Anyway, if you need the instructions, Botswana can get you out of that particular
'jam'.
Finally, we had a look at some clothing vocab in French. The students very much enjoyed the
fact that so many words are taken from English to be used in the French language. Un pull?
Un sweat? Much easier than trying to say 'chausettes'!
Happy weekend, everyone!
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Mozambique
A fantastic week for Mozambique! We have been busy exploring our new topic and learnt so
much about the Battle of Hastings and William the Conqueror! Students have enjoyed a
brilliant day out at Chester Zoo. The highlight of the trip has to be watching the Lion feed!
Students have worked hard in English this week with the focus being common exception
words. All students have done amazing and can securely use most of these words in all of
their writing tasks. To end the week I had the pleasure of taking the Key Stage 3 football team
to a football tournament. The boys from Mozambique class had a brilliant time and we are
already looking forward to the next one!
Madagascar
It has been a great week for Class Madagascar. On Thursday we went on a Class visit to
Chester Zoo. We enjoyed exploring the zoo and finding out lots of information about the
various animals such as penguins, lions and giraffes. Students also enjoyed making, tasting
and sharing with their families’ medieval bread as part of their Food Technology lesson. We
are looking forward to the Chinese New Year celebrations in school next week.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 4
Key Stage Leader: Miss Dallas
Katie.Dallas@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Portugal Class
Australia
Another fantastic week in class Australia!
In math's we are looking at fractions, focusing particularly on halves and quarters.
In Science we are continuing to study the planets and our solar system. The students took
park in a 'scavenger hunt' in the KS4/KS5 building, looking for hidden answers to questions
that were 'out of this world'!!
In history we have started to research the Norman Conquest and took an in-depth look at the
claimants to the throne in 1066!
'Observational drawing' is the focus this term in art. The students began this week’s art lesson
by having a go at drawing the Abbot's Lea School building. We have some very talented artists
in class!
In our Employability lesson on Thursday we practiced filling in a job application form. This
was a good opportunity for each student to focus on their strengths and skills and was a great
ego-boost for some!
Have a lovely, relaxing weekend!

Papua New Guinea
This week in PNG we have been analysing stereotypes represented in Our Day Out. We also
performed part of the play and all of PNG got involved and were brilliant playing the different
characters. In Science we explored the rocky planets and what makes them unique. In Maths
we have continued with fractions we looked at equivalents and addition sums using fractions.
In History we explored claimants to the throne in 1066. We used our research skills to find out
facts about the claimants and present a case for each one. In citizenship we learned all about
British rights and what they mean. In Art we experimented with different materials when
creating an observational drawing. We spent time outside looking at Abbot's Lea house and
its Gothic features which were fashionable when it was built.
Cuppa New Guinea was back this week we were busy as usual and some of our class had a
change of job. Caitlin was particularly brilliant manning the telephone and checking off orders.
Have a lovely weekend everyone!
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Samoa
“In English we have been reading the Boy in the Striped Pyjamas and learning how to use a
dictionary. In Maths we were doing Bar Charts and Time graphs and answering lots of
questions. In History we have learnt about Henry VIII - fun fact: he had 6 wives and had an
argument with the Pope.
In ICT we had a visit from Tracey from the NAS, we put the Tudor kings and queens in order
and learnt how to use slide sorter on power point then tested our friends.
In art we made a mood board for our new topic silhouette art. In food tech we made burgers
and learnt how to chop an onion, our eyes were watering!
We did badminton in PE and I think I have found my new favourite sport!
We played some 'Name 5 things' games in mindfulness/soc com and learnt about respect in
the work place for employability. We enjoyed the return of cuppa new-guinea.
In RE our class team were really impressed with mine, Mya's and Nathan's debate about
abortion.
Finally in science we learnt about homeostasis.”
Have a good weekend everyone, by Chloe 🙂
Fiji
This week Fiji class have continued reading 'The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas’ in English and
have been doing written work associated to the book. In Maths this week our students have
been working on the area of triangles and parallelograms. In Citizenship the students from
Fiji have been discussing the universal declaration of human rights and continued this topic in
ICT to create a power point presentation on the history of human rights and case studies of
violations of people’s human rights through history.
In Food Technology our class made some delicious omelette muffins, which they all enjoyed.
In art the students worked on creating some fantastic atmospheric backgrounds for their
silhouette art based on World War 2 using different art materials. Life Skills this term is
continuing to explore the world of work and in Sex and Relations we have continued discussing
the different methods of contraception available.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 5
Key Stage Leader: Mr Ryan Mason
Ryan.Mason@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

New Zealand
“On Monday we had the travel trainers come in and we as a class we all put the tables in the
middle of the class room and because the travel trainers had to go to other classes we only
had them for an hour this week, so as a class we gathered and with the travel trainers we did
an awareness game, within this game we had 11 items on the table and we had to memorize
what was there and close our eyes. The travel trainer would take away an item of their choice
and when we opened our eyes we would have to figure out what item was missing.
Tuesday we did dictionary skills and for this lesson half of it we spent in class and the other
half we spent in the house due to the heating, so during this lesson we got into pairs and we
had to find meanings of words and at the end of the lesson we had to make a quiz for the rest
of the class which was really interesting to do and we all enjoyed it.
Wednesday we finally got to do a food tech lesson and we did a delicious vegan stir-fry, and
what got into 3 groups and we had so much fun doing this stir-fry, the ingredients are very
specific for what we did. There was no dairy products or eggs since as we all know that vegans
really hate how animals are treated such as how animals are killed or exploited for our own
needs. Also the Juice Bar will be back on next week on Wednesday.
Thursday we went to the library since last week we could not since we did a brain teaser which
we now do every morning. We did the brain teaser and we missed the bus to get to town so
we could go the library. Fortunately this week we did, some of us had to return books since
we didn’t get to do it during the Christmas holiday, and some of us just went to get some books
to either read in class or read at home. We all really enjoyed the library.
Friday we are proud of our classmate Dylan Jones who has achieved this week’s pupil of the
week, Congratulations to Dylan. Before assembly we got into a circle and we did an activity
on how to be respectful and how to use our manners, after assembly we came back and did
a lesson on how we earn and spend money and what we should buy. In the afternoon we did
speaking and listening in English, we talked about if we would forgive someone for doing
something to you in the past, or hold a grudge against them and decide to have nothing to do
with that person.
So in has been a really good week for New Zealand and every week that goes by will get
better and better.”
Thank you for reading. By Aiden Collins, New Zealand Class
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Tasmania
What a busy week we have had this week in Tasmania! In Food Tech, we made Omelette
Muffins which went down a treat with the students. The students were able to prepare and
make the muffins safely using the oven and showcasing their food preparation skills. In
English, we have been leaning about adjectives and how to place them within a sentence to
grab the reader’s attention and make our writing more interesting. There was some great input
within this lesson with the students being creative within their writing.
In Maths, we have learnt more about fractions, recognising them and sorting them into groups
based on their value. In Sex and relationships, we are focusing on the bodily changes that
may occur for both boys and girls during puberty. We are also discussing emotions that may
be involved within these changes. This lesson was very engaging this week for the students
who had plenty of questions to ask us, as well as it being insightful for us as teaching staff to
know there understanding of their own bodies and changes.
We look forward to next week as we are going on a trip to Chester Zoo, so another great week
to look forward too. Thank you for your support Tasmania Class!

Page 22 of 32

Job Coach
Ms Claire Caddick, Job Coach
E:
. Claire.caddick@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

This week was a busy week for the whole school with the National Autism society being with
us over three days.
On Tuesday, I was proud to invite our NAS colleagues to come out to visit our supported
interns from Aloft Hotels and The Regenda group to see them within their workplaces. It is
really important to me, that our Interns get to feedback on their experience honestly in order
to shape our programme. Supported Internships are fairly new to Liverpool, with only 5
providers currently delivering them over the last 2 years. Our aim is to grow the programme,
but more importantly, ensure that what we are delivering is a quality service so I am always
open to suggestion and feedback and the NAS visit provided just that.
Our interns spent time answering questions as did our employers. We will find out more about
the outcome of those meetings next week.
On the topic of improving and growing Supported Internships, I was invited to London on
Wednesday to meet with the Department for Education to be part of a steering group aimed
at improving supported internships around the country. There were 20 people present within
the group and the only S.I providers there were myself and a school from Newbury. The rest
of the group was made up from colleagues from the SEND unit in the DfE, BASE and
representatives from Local authorities. The DfE had commissioned some research to look at
the impact of Supported Internships and the barriers to success.
This document was shared with us, and we all openly gave our views. It was apparent that the
delivery of supported internship was inconsistent around the country and that more guidance
and support was needed to be given to schools including workforce development in order to
deliver better quality opportunities to our young people.
This meeting was just a starting point, and we will be coming together more often to ensure
that we are working collaboratively and strategically to improve the programme, so watch this
space!
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Data Protection Officer
Mrs Kim Adair
E: kim.adair@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Your Data Matters
We live in a data-driven world. Almost every transaction and interaction
you have with most organisations involves you sharing personal data,
such as your name, address and birth date. You share data online too,
every time you visit a website, search for or buy something, use social
media or send an email.

Sharing data helps makes life easier, more convenient and connected. But
your data is your data. It belongs to you so it's important your data is
used only in ways you would reasonably expect, and that it stays safe.

Data protection law makes sure everyone’s data is used properly and
legally.
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Students of the Week 17

EYFS and Key Stage One
Ireland

Sonny

Wales

Alice
Key Stage Two

Portugal

Sam

USA

Jack

Brazil

Brogan

France

Martin

Canada

Andrew

Spain

Conor

Italy

Louie
Key Stage Three

Madagascar

Nicholas

Seychelles

Luke

Cape Verde

Tunji

Botswana

Euan

Mozambique

Ruben

Malawi

Jack

Kenya

Karim

Peru

Joel
Key Stage Four

Australia

Thomas

Papua New Guinea

Tyler

Samoa

Kyle

Fiji

Anthony
Key Stage Five

New Zealand

Dylan

Tasmania

Hao

Christmas Island

Jay
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Photographs from Week 17
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TERM 3

Head’s Weekly Newsletter

WEEK
NUMBER

W/C

Date

Event

18

Mon 20.01.2020

20.01.20

Fiji Class visit to Hugh Baird College

Comment

Morning – Lion Dancers
Samoa Class visit to Hugh Baird College
Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

19

20

Tue

21.01.20

Wed

22.01.20

Thurs

23.01.20

Fri

24.01.20

Mon 27.01.2020

27.01.20

Tue

28.01.20

Wed

29.01.20

Thurs

30.01.20

Fri

31.01.20

Mon 03.02.2020

03.02.20

Tue

04.02.20

Wed

05.02.20

Thurs

06.02.20

Fri

07.02.20

Assemblies and Coffee
Morningare open to families.
Parking is available on site on
a “first-come-first-served
basis” only. No photography
permitted.

Term 3 Governing Body Meeting – 16:30-18:30

Assemblies and Coffee
Morning are open to families.
Parking is available on site on
a “first-come-first-served
basis” only. No photography
permitted.

Assemblies and Coffee
Morning are open to families.
Parking is available on site on

a “first-come-first-served
basis” only. No photography
permitted.
21

Mon 10.02.2020

10.02.20

Tue

11.02.20

Wed

12.02.20

Thurs

13.02.20

Fri

14.02.2020

New Zealand Class visit to Hugh Baird College
Tasmania & Christmas Island Class visit to Hugh Baird College

Departmental Assemblies
9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department
10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department
9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning
END OF TERM 3 at 15:15

Assemblies and Coffee
Morning are open to families.
Parking is available on site on
a “first-come-first-served
basis” only. No photography
permitted.

FEBRUARY HOLIDAY: Monday, 17 February 2020 to Friday, 21 February 2020
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