Head’s Weekly Newsletter
Issue 19, 31 January 2020

Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Dear Students, Families, Colleagues and Friends,
Welcome to today’s issue of my Weekly Newsletter.
I am feeling rather torn today: do I share my true (gloomy) feelings this particular Friday, or
carry on focusing on spreading joy and finding all the positives despite the gloom….
If it weren’t for the cold/flu that I feel coming on, I would probably find it much easier to default
to my usual optimistic self… Instead, I do struggle a bit. We all have those days, don’t we?
I have decided to make today’s foreword a slightly philosophical one, as enough has been
said on the matter of politics already, yet the feeling of societal division and lack of national
unity has more connotations than may appear…
Firstly, as ever, I try to keep some perspective. Change is happening (for me, a highly
undesirable change) and there is nothing I can do about it. Therefore, in a true positive
psychology spirit: all I can do is to accept it.
Secondly, no matter how illogical that change seems to me, it makes sense to the majority.
The majority has won and I have lost. I continue to struggle, but accept it, I must…
Thirdly, and this is the truly important part of my self-preservation instinct - the sun will still set
tonight and rise again tomorrow morning and, in the greater scheme of things, all being well,
I will awake tomorrow morning and so will the vast majority of my fellow Brits. It will still be the
same sun that warms us and the same moon that affects our sleep; we will still be gazing at
the same stars at night. Life will go on all around the world, including Europe, a part of which,
at least geographically, we remain.
Fundamentally, my optimism is probably the most essential quality that keeps me going when
nothing about other people’s questionable values, unacceptable behaviours, wrong choices
or disagreeable votes, makes any sense to me. The source of my optimism is linked to my
heritage, my personal past and my deep belief in the true meaning of one quote that has
continued to inspire me as a person and a school leader:
“All will be OK in the end. If it is not OK, it is not the end.”
No matter what a challenge now, there will always be a greater one in the future. No matter
what a change now, another is always just around the corner. The key is, whilst challenging
any clear sign of evil and never go past wrongdoing, we must find it within ourselves to unite
– even if a lot of the time, it may be seemingly impossible.
With kind regards and best wishes for the weekend,
Mrs A Hildrey
Headteacher

Deputy Headteacher - update
As you will know from my previous communication dated 20 December 2019, Mr McVerry,
our Deputy Headteacher, will be leaving us at the end of this term as he is moving on to
Notre Dame Academy to become an SEND Coordinator (SENDCO).

Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’

Mr McVerry’s last day at the school will be Friday, 14 February 2020 and I am writing to invite
anyone who wishes to say goodbye to him in person to join us that morning – either at his
last assemblies or during the Friday Coffee Morning.
We will also have a special book at Reception from next Monday, so if you would like to sign
it, leave any comments and memories, please feel free to pop in and do so. If time does not
allow you to do that in person, please send me any comments you would like printed and
glued into the book on your behalf: headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Whilst we will be sad to see Mr McVerry leave, I am really pleased to inform you that, following
recent recruitment campaign and this week’s interviews, the Governing Body has now
appointed Mrs Tobin as our new Deputy Headteacher. Mrs Tobin will join us in a few weeks’
time and we will organise introductory meetings for the students, staff and families soon in
late April 2020.

Mrs Tobin, Deputy Headteacher Designate
Mrs Tobin is currently an Assistant Headteacher at a large, successful and highly inclusive
secondary school where she is in charge of teaching and learning and support for the
students with complex needs. She comes with many years of teaching, SEND and leadership
experience and so will bring the knowledge, skills and wisdom, as well as numerous
innovative ideas for our school’s development.
Mrs Tobin has asked me to pass on her thanks to everyone whom she met during the recent
visits to our school and to let you know how much she is looking forward to meeting and
working with us all in the near future. I am confident that Mrs Tobin will be a brilliant addition
to our team.
This change in senior leadership affects only the strategic leadership of teaching and learning
and as such, any staffing arrangements affecting your child’s class team, as well as
operational Key Stage Leaders, remain unchanged.
I know you will all join me in wishing Mr McVerry all the very best for the future, and warmly
welcoming Mrs Tobin upon her arrival at Abbot’s Lea School.
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Governing Body - update
LETTER FROM THE CHAIR OF GOVERNORS TO ALL STAFF
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Dear Colleagues

I write to you on behalf of the whole Governing Body of Abbot’s Lea School to update you
on our work and to pass the governors’ appreciation and thanks for your hard work.

During this week’s meeting, we had an opportunity to meet with the entire leadership team
of Abbot’s Lea School with each leader presenting the context of their area of work and the
impact of the team’s work on the overall effectiveness of Abbot’s Lea School.

We heard from Mr McVerry – for the very last time in his post as the Deputy Headteacher –
who has shared a curriculum overview, study pathways and accredited learning on offer. We
want to thank Mr McVerry for nearly a decade of his service to the school and wish him all
the very best for the future. He has been instrumental to the school’s recent successes and
innovations and we are grateful for his leadership over the past few years.

We then had an opportunity to listen to our Key Stage Leaders, who are classroom teachers
with middle leadership responsibilities: Miss O’Neill, Mrs Walker, Mr Hodgson, Miss Dallas
and Mr Mason. They shared with us the intent, implementation and impact of work across
the five key stages, showing how they work with the ASD Model of Education to provide
outstanding academic teaching, specialist support and development of life skills. Miss
Caddick, our Job Coach, who works with students across the 3-19 age range to raise
aspirations for employment, presented our work-related and work-based learning projects
and highlighted how, together with the class teams, she is responsible for ensuring that our
students always move on to meaningful destinations.
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We ratified new policies and scrutinised our progress towards the implementation of all
existing ones, including reflection on the procedures and expectations set as part of our
vision and the School Development Plan.

In particular, we focused this term on our Positive Behaviour Support policy, practice,
understanding and culture. This is one of the most important, yet challenging aspects of our
school’s therapeutic approach and we acknowledge that change from the rewards and
sanctions-based system to that of seeing all behaviour as communication can be difficult.
We were very pleased to note the positive trends in the behaviour incidents data, yet we also
acknowledged that more training, development and information is required for the staff and
families to feel well-equipped and confident in dealing with daily challenges presented by the
complex matters at hand.

We have also made some decisions aimed at strengthening our Occupational Therapy
provision and adding capacity to Autism Research and Development function. It is rare for
any school to be able to report that there will be more support available to the school with no
impact on the budget – a brilliant result!
Lastly, we welcomed Miss Jennie Shipley as a new Staff Governor – we look forward to
working with her in the coming years and wish her many positive experiences of governance.

As we end one chapter, we begin a new one, with Mr McVerry leaving and Mrs Tobin, our
new Deputy Headteacher joining us in just a few weeks. All that, whilst awaiting Ofsted’s
inspection of Abbot’s Lea School!

We are confident that the future is bright and want to thank you all and thank Mrs Hildrey,
our Headteacher, for your individual and collective drive, ambition and continued
commitment to our students and their families.

Yours faithfully

Rohit Ramesh
Chair of Governing Body
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Positive Behaviour Support
NEW PARENTAL TRAINING SESSIONS
COMING UP:
WATCH THIS SPACE!

Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’
Positive Behaviour Support Approaches used at
Abbot’s Lea School
Zones of Regulation
http://www.zonesofregulation.com/index.html
‘Self-regulation is something everyone continually works on whether or not we are cognizant
of it. We all encounter trying circumstances that test our limits from time to time. If we are able
to recognise when we are becoming less regulated, we are able to do something about it to
manage our feelings and get ourselves to a healthy place. This comes naturally for some, but
for others it is a skill that needs to be taught and practiced. This is the goal of The Zones of
Regulation (or Zones for short).’

Team Teach
https://www.teamteach.co.uk/
‘Team Teach is an accredited, award-winning provider of positive behavioural management
training suitable for use in a wide variety of education settings.
Our positive behaviour management strategies have been developed in real schools and
residential settings over 20 years. They equip teams and individuals with the tools they need
to transform challenging behaviours into positive outcomes in the classroom and beyond,
while reducing risk and the need for physical intervention.’
Restorative Practice
https://restorativejustice.org.uk/restorative-practice-schools
‘A restorative school is one which takes a restorative approach to resolving conflict and
preventing harm.
Restorative approaches enable those who have been harmed to convey the impact of the
harm to those responsible, and for those responsible to acknowledge this impact and take
steps to put it right.
Restorative approaches refer to a range of methods and strategies which can be used both
to prevent relationship-damaging incidents from happening and to resolve them if they do
happen.
Becoming a restorative school has many benefits, including increased attendance, reduced
exclusions and improved achievement.’
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Term dates
Term 3
Students arrive on:
Term ends on:
February Holiday:

6 January 2020
SocialMonday
Media
Challenge ‘Momo’
Friday 14 February 2020
Monday 17 February 2020 to Friday 21 February 2020

Term 4
Term starts on:
Term ends on:
Spring Holiday:
Bank holidays:

Monday 24 February 2020
Friday 3 April 2020 – finishing at 1:30pm
Monday 6 April 2020 to Friday 17 April 2020
Friday, 10 April 2020 – Good Friday
Monday, 13 April 2020 – Easter Monday

Term 5
Students arrive on:
Bank holiday:
Term ends on:
May Holiday:

Monday, 20 April 2020
8 May 2020 – Early Bank Holiday (VE Day)
Friday 22 May 2020
Monday 25 May 2020 (Bank Holiday) to Friday 29 May 2020

Term 6
Term starts on:
Official leaving date:
Staff Transition INSET:

Monday 1 June 2020
Friday 26 June 2020*
Friday 10 July 2020 – school closed to students

Transition Week:
Students’ last day:
Staff training day:
Term ends on:

Monday 13 July-Friday 17 July 2020**
Friday 17 July 2020 – finishing at 1:30pm
Monday 20 July – school closed to students
Monday 20 July 2020

*Friday 26 June 2020 is an official leaving date for the students in Year 11 as well as those in
Key Stage Five who are finishing their education at ALS that summer.
** Transition Week is a period of time during which the students will be taught in their next
year’s classes – this is to support smooth transition into ALS, into a new Department, Key
Stage or a new class.
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2020-21 Term dates
Term 1:
1 September 2020 – INSET
Starts: 2 September 2020 – students return to school
Ends: Friday, 23 October 2020
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Half term: Monday 26 October to Friday 30 October 2020
Term 2:
Starts: 2 November 2020 – students return to school
Ends: Friday 18 December 2020 at 1:30pm
Christmas break: Monday 21 December 2020 to Friday 1 January 2021
Term 3:
4 January 2021 – INSET
Starts: 5 January 2021 – students return to school
Ends: 12 February 2021
Half term: Monday 15 February 2021 to Friday 19 February 2021
Term 4:
Starts: 22 February 2021 – students return
Ends: Friday 26 March 2021 at 1:30pm
Easter break: Monday 29 March 2021 to Friday 9 April 2021

Term 5:
Starts: 12 April 2021 – students return
May day: Monday 3 May 2021
Ends - 28 May 2021
Half term: Monday 31 May to Friday 4 June 2021
Term 6:
Starts: 7 June 2021 – students return
25 June 2021 – Leavers’ Day (for Y11, 12, 13, 14)
9 July 2021 – Transition INSET
12 – 16 July 2021 - Transition Week
Ends: 16 July 2021 at 1:30pm
19-20 July 2021 – INSET Days (worked as staff’ extended twilight days)
Summer holidays: Monday 16 July to Tuesday, 31 August 2021
Holiday planning tip:
Please note that during the following school year 2021-22, 1, 2 and 3 September 2021
are all INSET days and so the students will return to school on Monday, 6 Septembe
r 2021 for the start of the 2021-22 academic year
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Noticeboard
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The Psychology of Autism

Liverpool University will be running 10 sessions
from Thursday 23 April 2020, 6-8pm

Venue:
University of Liverpool – Continuing Education Department
Mount Pleasant (opposite Catholic Cathedral Café)
Open to anyone wishing to attend
Course Fees Apply: £113
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Noticeboard
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Deputy Headteacher

Mr McVerry, Deputy Headteacher
E: anthony.mcverry@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

This week has been an unusual one for me as, following my decision to leave Abbot’s Lea
School, I have agreed my actual leaving date with Mrs Hildrey – I am very thankful that she
has kindly agreed to release me after this half term, making 14 February 2020 my last day
here.
After that time I will be moving on to the Notre Dame Catholic College in Everton as their
SENDCO. It is a role that I am really excited about and something I think will help me diversify
my SEN expertise. It is a mainstream secondary school and I hope that we can still work
together in sharing best practice and knowledge in order to make the world a better place.
Leaving ALS will be one of the hardest decisions I have had to make as I have been here nine
years and the school has been a massive part of my life and my professional development. I
have gone from Teaching Assistant to Deputy Headteacher in this time and developed my
knowledge and understanding so much.
I have worked with so many talented and committed staff who have given their all for the
students in this school and still continue to do so. I have taught so many students and I have
seen them go onto amazing and special things; things that when I came to the school didn't
even exist.
I took the decision to leave because I wanted make a difference to the lives of other students
within mainstream schools, our students at Abbot's Lea are the lucky ones who have a place
in this school, but there are so many others who need the same support, but lack it. I also
missed the intensive working with the students and felt that I had missed out on a chunk of my
teaching career.
The coming two weeks will give me the chance to say goodbyes and for more memories to be
made. My last assemblies at Abbot's Lea will be that Friday and it would be good to see as
many of you there as possible.
As I have mentioned - this school will always have a place in my heart and I am thankful for
the opportunities that I have had and for the memories that I have made.
I am looking forward to the next two weeks and I hope you all have an amazing weekend.
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Care and Safeguarding
Ms Alison Twomey, Head of Care and Safeguarding
E: Alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

I will shortly be offering families the opportunity to book on Restorative Parenting Awareness
sessions as a further development of our commitment to using Restorative Practice with our
students. A restorative approach is much more effective than many other sanction-driven
behaviour interventions because it encourages true acceptance of responsibility and
accountability.
Restorative parenting draws on restorative principles and skills to support parenting strategies.
This is a child-centred approach, considering the development, needs and unmet needs of the
child/ren at all times. The sessions will encourage parents to draw on restorative practice as
often as possible until this becomes the ‘default’ setting when engaging with your child/ren.
Families will be invited to attend four 1 hour sessions introducing the key principles of
restorative practice including ‘behaviour as communication’, ‘restorative questions’ and brain
development’. These sessions have been written and structured to be delivered by staff from
the restorative practice project schools in Liverpool to give families the skills, knowledge and
understanding to draw on restorative principles and skills to support their parenting style. This
will strengthen the restorative practice project in Liverpool by delivering a child-centred
approach that is consistent both at school and at home.
I am really looking forward to sharing restorative practice with families. Sessions will run
throughout the year and I will do my upmost to ensure that all families are able to attend.
Please let me know if you are interested and if there are any particular days of the week or
times of the day that you are able, or unable, to attend.
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Autism Research and Development
Ms Micah Grimshaw, Head of Autism Research and Development
E: micah.grimshaw@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

This week we welcomed Miss Elizabeth Jones and her sensory pop-up classroom, all the way
from Durham University! KS2 students took part in activities as Miss Jones altered their
sensory environment, including wall displays and background noise.
Miss Jones wrote, “School can often be a very busy sensory experience, with lots of bright lights,
colourful displays, and the noisy chatter of children! This type of environment might be particularly
challenging for those children who experience sensory processing differences. My PhD therefore
adopts a multi-method, multi-informant approach to understand how sensory processing
differences impact learning and school life for autistic and neurotypical children.”

Thank you to the overwhelming response from KS3 students who have shown their interest
for the student trip to Germany in April. I will be working closely with Mr Hodgson and KS3 to
determine who will take one of the fifteen places available. With 45 yes-responses this will
prove to be a very tricky job, and many students will inevitably feel disappointed. However,
there will be many more similar opportunities in the near future, and all students will engage
with our partnership with Fasia-Jansen Gesamtschule whether they attend the trip or not.
If you have any questions or concerns, please email me directly on:
micah.grimshaw@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Autism and Eating Challenges
ALS Research Focus Group
Monday 3 February 1:30-15:00
Wednesday 5 February 9:30-12:30
Register for either events by contacting bookings@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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School Business Support
Mrs Michelle Griffiths, Head of HR
E: michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

This week as had a visit from our Investors in People assessor to ensure we are continuing to
meet the people management expectations set out in the standard. We discussed and
evidenced each of the criteria which are listed below and I am happy to confirm that we are
on track for retaining our status when we have our full assessment next year.










Leading and inspiring people
Living the organisations values and behaviours
Empowering and involving people
Managing performance
Recognising and rewarding high performance
Structuring work
Building capability
Delivering continuous improvement
Creating sustainable success

It is very important to us as a school that we have strong people management
in place to support our large team in educating our students and assessment
against an internationally recognised standard helps us to do this.
I would like to welcome a new Teaching Assistant to the team, Miss Lewtas
joined Canada class on Monday.
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School Business Support
Mr Andrew Cocklin, Head of Finance and Operations
E: andrew.cocklin@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’
I had an inspiring end to this week by being given the opportunity to deliver the secondary
assembly.
I had three amazing students helping me with this, who showed great confidence to talk in
front of students, staff and parents about such an important subject. Being able to be open
about who we are and who we identify as in a safe and supportive environment, allows all of
our students to feel included and to be whom they feel they should be, without fear of being
singled out or called names.
We are all individuals, we are all unique and we should all be valued and respected for who
we are, no matter what our differences may be.
A fantastic assembly, led by three truly amazing students and I look forward to delivering my
next one.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Early Years and Key Stage 1
Key Stage Leader: Miss O’Neill
Maria.O’Neill@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
This week both Ireland and Wales class have been enjoying learning more about Kings and
Queens, I saw fantastic family trees being created in Wales class as they found out about their
own history and I know everyone has enjoyed listening to stories about castles, knights and
dragons!
Ireland
In Ireland class this week we have been making great steps towards sharing and turn taking
with our friends as you will be able to see from our photographs. We have been developing
our writing skills by forming letters correctly, we have labelled our pictures and ourselves! We
took our maths outdoors and played bowling to use the language of first, second and third,
and kept score board which helped us practice our number formations. We have been enjoying
our theme of Kings and Queens, and have been designing castles and turning ourselves into
royalty when creating self-portraits.
Have a lovely weekend.
Wales
Wales class have had a lovely week learning all about rhyming words and practicing hearing
sounds within words. We have been continuing our number work in maths by using ordinal
numbers, making groups and finding more and less! In science we practiced our investigation
skills by exploring materials and there properties and in PE we enjoyed a lovely Chinese
inspired dance lesson. In History we have been learning about the royal family tree and even
made our own! We loved sharing our photographs of our families and telling our friends who
everybody was. The trees look fantastic! In art we have continued our work on colour by
studying the artist Jackson Pollock. Things are starting to get very messy in Wales class on a
Friday afternoon! Have a lovely weekend everybody.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 2
Key Stage Leader: Mrs Lisa Walker
Lisa.Walker@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Portugal Class
Italy
Italy class have had a lovely week. We have been finding out about non-chronological reports
in English. We planned how to write a report and wrote our own about The Anglo-Saxons. In
Maths we have been learning about shapes and discussing how to describe their properties.
On Wednesday we visited Build a Bear so we could make a class bear. We learnt about how
to make a bear and what the role of a shop assistant is. We took it in turns to scan the bear
using the till and found out how the bear is wrapped up to go home. A huge thank you to our
Job Coach Miss Caddick for organising this for us.
Spain
The students in Spain class have had a very productive week and have enjoyed learning about
the Vikings and Anglo-Saxons. In English, they have been learning about the features of a
non-chronological report and have started to plan their own using their knowledge of the
Anglo-Saxons. In maths, the students have been consolidating their understanding of the
properties of 2D and 3D shapes. All the students have thoroughly enjoyed making rice crispy
cakes in Food Technology and were all extremely sensible when visiting ASDA to collect the
ingredients for next week’s lesson.
Well done Spain class for another excellent week.
USA
This week class USA have continued to read the story of Beowulf in English. In Maths we
have looked at recognising coins and their values. In Science we have explored the local
habitats of mini beasts around the school grounds. In Food Technology we have also enjoyed
making Rainbow Food Kebabs and tasting them. Have a lovely weekend Class USA.
Portugal
This week in Class Portugal, we have been learning about number bonds to 10. We have
joined in with lots of games and activities and have done really well! We have even began
looking at number bonds to 20!
We have also written non-chronological reports on the Anglo-Saxons and made our own
Viking helmets! We have had lots of fun!
We have also attended our golf lesson and are getting really good at it!
Have a lovely weekend!

France
In class this week we have been learning about halves and quarters. The pupils have all
worked hard cutting different objects and identifying the half and quarters. For English the
pupils have written their own Fact Files all about the Anglo-Saxons, finding information from
books and the internet to complete them. We will be making a start on our Viking Shields in
Design Technology today too! Keep up the hard work class France!
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Canada
Canada class have been looking at different animal classifications in Science this term. In line
with this we went to Chester Zoo on Thursday. We had a really nice day out and got to see
lots of animals that we had learnt about. We loved seeing all the different animals and
discussed what types of animals that they were. We loved the monkeys – especially one
mischievous gibbon who was sitting high on his climbing frame and was shouting to us as we
walked past! We also sat in a monkey’s hammock and pretended we were monkeys chilling
in a tree! We enjoyed seeing the giraffes and elephants and we even got to see a jaguar up
close as he walked right past the observing window of his enclosure. 
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 3
Key Stage Leader: Mr Richard Hodgson
Richard.Hodgson@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Malawi
Malawi have had a fantastic week. We are still enjoying our ‘Medieval Britain’ topic. In English,
we are getting ready to write our own Myth or legend. We have been looking at how to
describe characters and settings, ready to start creating our own next week. On Tuesday, we
visited Chester Zoo, the children had a great time and their behaviour was faultless. We are
very proud of them, members of the class overcome fears and not only braved the butterfly
house but went into the dark bat cave and enjoyed it. In Geography, we located some UK
castles and marked them on a map before choosing one to research in more detail. We also
enjoyed completing our ‘coat of arms’ – they look AMAZING! In Life Skills this week the
children discussed puberty. It was a very informative lesson, the children learnt a lot and we
had lots of red faces and giggling. Keep up the hard work Malawi!
Cape Verde
We have had a fantastic week, continuing to learn all about castles which we have designed,
and started to build some ourselves. In English, we have been looking at describing characters
and on Thursday we loved our trip out to Chester Zoo. We enjoyed seeing all the animals and
then we recounted our trip in English. Well done Cape Verde class!
Kenya
Kenya class have continued to learn about Medieval Britain and have looked at the Bayeux
Tapestry in art, learnt about the battle of Hastings in history, have continued to learn about
King Arthur in English and continued to learn about medieval instruments in music. In maths,
we have continued to practice telling the time to intervals of 5 minutes and have started to look
at converting analogue clocks to digital format. In life skills, we have been looking at the
importance of personal hygiene and what we need to do to keep ourselves clean and healthy.
In food tech, we have made delicious cookies (very tasty) and we have continued to develop
our independence skills by helping to prepare our own food for snack time! We celebrated
Francis' birthday this week - happy birthday Francis! Have a lovely weekend
Botswana
This week, as well as our usual lessons, Botswana enjoyed a day out at Chester zoo. We
were learning about the different animals we saw and were especially interested in ones we
had previously never heard of! We saw mandrills and macaques monkeying around, lions
were enjoying some of their 20-hour a day sleep pattern as well as snakes, exotic fish and
elephants. We even had our very own David Attenborough impersonator (Leon) narrate some
of the endangered species of birds from south-east Asia having some food and a wash. A
lovely time was had by all. Hope you all have a terrific weekend!
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Mozambique
Mozambique have had a very challenging week! We have started our new Maths topic, Finding
Fractions. We can all find a half and a quarter and we are now working on equivalent fractions.
In English we have focused on past and present tense and how we can change our writing to
suit. In PE we have continued with team building and time trails. All students beat their
personal best this week so well done everyone!! Finally in Art we have looked at the Bayeux
Tapestry and have begun the process of making a section of the tapestry. Eventually we will
join our section with those completed by other KS3 classes to make a massive piece of Art
Work to display in our corridor. We are excited to see the final result!!
Madagascar
This week in Madagascar we have enjoyed Maths, English, PE and Food Technology.
In Food Technology we made Foo Yung. The pupils scrambled together eggs, ham, onion and
mushrooms and added soy sauce. It was delicious!
In PE the pupils enjoyed a basketball session with the LFC coaches. They were split into
teams to practice their agility whilst playing.
In Maths Madagascar have been learning metric unit conversation covering mass and
capacity.
Our English lessons this week have focused on using Parenthesis (extra information) in a
sentence. The pupils came up with examples of adding parenthesis into a sentence.
Well done Madagascar class!
Peru
Another great week this week learning about medieval topics. In History we learnt about the
Norman Conquest and decided who should be the king out of 4 possible people. We enjoyed
defending our castle in PE and loved the games we played. In Geography we looked at the
location in the UK of different castles and placed these on maps. In Numeracy we have been
doing number bonds and adding sequences. In DT we designed our own coat of arms on the
computer and on paper and in Literacy we have been practicing our writing skills. We have
completed recounts about our weekend, Chester Zoo and have written instructions. In Science
we learnt all about how fossils are formed and enjoyed looking at a variety of real fossils. We
have also made our own ammonites using plaster and clay and made own trace fossils using
salt dough.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 4
Key Stage Leader: Miss Dallas
Katie.Dallas@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Portugal Class
Australia
It’s been an exciting week in class Australia this week. On Tuesday we paid a visit to Chester
Zoo to look at all the animals, we saw monkeys and elephants and some of us were even
brave enough to walk through the bat house! Well done Australia, your behaviour out of school
and manners were exemplary.
Class Australia also enjoyed continuing to read the play 'Our Day Out' in English this week.
The students are finding the play really funny and enjoyable to read aloud-they especially liked
the part where the class take a trip to the zoo...it’s a good job we read this part after out visit
to Chester!
Finally, in RE we have been learning even more about Buddhism and their special festivals,
the class made beautiful lanterns to celebrate the festival of Wesak (which usually takes place
in May) just like other Buddhists do. The lanterns look fantastic and we look forward to
displaying them in the next festival of learning.
Papua New Guinea
This week we have finished reading the play our Day Our Out. Using inspiration from our visit
to Chester Zoo last week, we have written complaint letters imaging we are the zoo keeper
from Chester Zoo. We all ensured that we used the correct letter format and formal language.
In Maths we have persevered with subtracting fractions we have all confidently grasped the
operation required to complete the sums! In Science we learned about plastic pollution. We
looked at how plastic is ruining the environment and the effect it has on the ocean and marine
life. In RE we studied the Buddhist story of creation. In Art we used a photograph of Abbot's
Lea house to create a mixed media art piece we practised using different art materials to
create our end pieces. No Cuppa New Guinea this week and we had a few unhappy customers
because of it! We will be back next week!
Have a lovely weekend!
Samoa
An exciting week in Samoa, the highlight was our trip to the zoo! We learnt lots of amazing
facts and really enjoyed it, even if some of the animals did stink a bit! We did really well in
maths this week, analysing data presented in pie charts and applying our knowledge to word
problems. We played doubles matches in PE in Badminton, and learnt how to write a PEE
chain in English, analysing the boy in the striped pyjamas.
We developed our speaking and listening skills playing heabandz - really good fun! We
presented a speech to our class mates about a human rights activist and had to concentrate
hard on our planning, pronunciation, use of language and creative delivery. Well done Samoa!
In food tech we made some delicious fried rice with vegetables, and in science we were
learning about digestion - with some funny songs to aid our understanding! Finally in life skills,
we learnt how to apply for a job and in S&R we learnt about body positivity.
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Fiji
Fiji class have had a great week in school. They have begun looking at angles in maths and
have grasped them really well. In humanities the class have been learning about Edward VI
and his reign as king. In our employability lesson the class have discussed what behaviour
and attitudes we think employers would expect and created our own codes of conduct for a
workplace also linking this into our ICT lesson and our learning and life skills where the
students are continuing to create their own personal statement.
On Thursday Fiji class visited Chester Zoo we had a fantastic day and every student was a
fantastic ambassador for our school, displaying excellent behaviour throughout the day. We
enjoyed seeing the Meerkats, Black Rhinos, Tigers, Orangutans and many more wonderful
animals. Most of the class also went into the bat cave which was very dark and the bats were
flying all around us even staff were a bit scared but it was lots of fun.
Have a lovely weekend.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 5
Key Stage Leader: Mr Ryan Mason
Ryan.Mason@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
New Zealand
NZ have been busy as ever this week. Starting with a visit from our independent travel training
team on Monday. We have been looking at wages, bank statements and bills in Maths and
pricing up the cost of living in our area. In Employability we have been planning our career
journeys and goal setting, and filling in the milestones we want to achieve in between. In Food
Tech we enjoyed planning, designing and eating our vegan pizzas as the final dish in our
Veganuary theme.
On Tuesday we had a very insightful visit to Anfield Stadium to hear from a range of Supported
Internship providers and those who shared their experiences. A memorable quote from Dan
Kotas was “I never give supported internships a second thought, I didn’t think it would be for
me - but after today I think I’d quite enjoy the work place banter!”
Thursday we returned to Millennium gym to burn off some of those Christmas calories and let
off some steam. We returned for a lesson on sex and relationships, designing our own quizzes
on Puberty including some myths and misconceptions!
Have a great weekend everyone - Miss Boyle 
Tasmania
What a fantastic week we have had in Tasmania class. During food technology this week, we
made chocolate chip scones. They were delicious!! The students were able to measure and
mix up the ingredients accordingly using a recipe sheet. Maths; we have been continuing to
practice how to use fractions and how to use correct terminology, numerator and denominator.
English; in this week’s chapter of Grandpas Greatest Escapes, Grandpa and Jack have
hitched a ride off Raj the newsagent shop owner, only to go and break in to the Imperial War
Museum to take to the sky the spitfire fighter plane. So far they have managed to find a window
to get in through. Next week we will find out what was the other side of the window. The
students were able to write a recount of the event that took place as part of a written English
assignment. Employability; the students were shown how to fill out an expenditure form. This
was to show the students how to budget their money throughout the month. We also explained
what would be a necessity and what would be a luxury item that needed to be payed each
month, which is a great life skill to know. We hope you have a fantastic weekend!!
Christmas Island
This week’s newsletter is written by Joslin McGrath
On Tuesday we went to Anfield for the careers it was about Internship and I enjoyed it. On
Wednesday in girls club we were talking about bullying and we made posters and started a
PowerPoint .
On Wednesday morning we walked to the shops to buy eggs, bacon and sausages. I made a
cheese omelette and everyone showed good cooking skills. On Thursday we travelled to the
gym by public bus and we all bought our tickets or used our bus pass, in lesson time in the
afternoon we started to learn about Body Image and had a birthday party for Sophie.

Page 22 of 35

Job Coach
Ms Claire Caddick, Job Coach
E: Claire.caddick@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

.
A lot of activity this week. On Monday the Fire Cadets unit travelled to the Mersey Fire
Academy to undertake the ‘Smoke house’ challenge. Our Cadets were amazing! The house
simulated the real conditions of a fire and we had to work in small groups in the dark, smoke
filled house to rescue sand bag people. I was far more nervous than our students about the
activity! Their communication skills to help each other around the house was incredible. Their
co-ordination was also remarkable in helping to guide each other and listen to directional
instructions in order to complete the task. In a few weeks’ time we aim to visit the ‘Rat run’
which is an obstacle course. Next week we will be building Dams and learning how to contain
potentially explosive items.
On Tuesday all of Key Stage five and our Interns visited the Liverpool City Region ‘Supported
Internship’ event at Anfield Stadium. The event was designed to give students, parents and
employers more information about Supported internships. The Metro Mayor Steve Rotheram
attended as did Mr Steve Reddy, Director of Children’s Services, from the Liverpool City
Council. We heard about the journeys of parents, students and employers who had embarked
on supported internships.
On Wednesday, I joined Class Italy to Build a Bear in the City Centre, where the Class learnt
how to be Bear builders! They also learnt about team work, customer complaints and working
in retail. The students were fully engaged, excited and willing to try all of the activities which
included using the stuffing stations and scanning items in the store. They even made and
dressed a bear to take back to class and one for their friends in class Wales too! Thank you
to the class team for their excellent support to ensure the trip was a huge success.
On Friday I went to a conference in Wigan. The conference’s aim was to improve employment
opportunities for young people with SEND, specifically within NHS Trusts within the North
West. I am always looking at opportunities to strengthen our Careers offer within the school,
so events like this are important to the development of our curriculum offer.
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Data Protection Lead
Mrs Kim Adair
E: kim.adair@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Don’t Forget to LOCK UP!
In all the chasing GDPR targets getting ready for compliance with the new regulation which
came into force on 25 May 2018, whilst the focus was getting awareness raised, policies and
procedures revisited, systems in place, and so on, we should not forget the simple and yet
equally important securities!
I see it often, the worker having their breakfast in a hotel; laptop open and logged in on the
table, and then they simply walk away to the buffet bar to get their food without a
CTRL+ALT+Del in sight to lock the laptop.
The filing cabinets containing personal data which no-one locks because it’s ‘annoying’ having
to get the key each time.
Please remember, to lock laptops and desktop PCs when you walk away from them, and do
not tell others even you best friends what your passwords are.
GDPR is not all about the digital stuff, we must not forget the physical equipment!
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Students of the Week 19
EYFS and Key Stage One
Ireland

Ted

Wales

Riley
Key Stage Two

Portugal

Charlie

USA

Sonny

Brazil

Jayden

France

Archie

Canada

Jack

Spain

Khaya

Italy

Jamal
Key Stage Three

Madagascar

Alex

Seychelles

Anthony

Cape Verde

Jacob

Botswana

Joe

Mozambique

Jake

Malawi

Jack

Kenya

Shasiah

Peru

William
Key Stage Four

Australia

Marcel

Papua New Guinea

Al

Samoa

Joe

Fiji

Callum
Key Stage Five

New Zealand

Owen

Tasmania

Alex

Christmas Island

Megan
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Photographs from Week 19
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TERM 3
WEEK
NUMBER
20

21

Head’s Weekly Newsletter
W/C

Date

Event

Comment

Mon 03.02.2020
03.02.20
Tue
04.02.20
Wed
05.02.20
Mrs Ania
ThurHildrey, Headteacher,
06.02.20headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Fri
07.02.20

Mon 10.02.2020
Tue

10.02.20
11.02.20

Wed
Thur
Fri

12.02.20
13.02.20
14.02.2020









Assemblies and Coffee Morning are open to
families. Parking is available on site on a “firstcome-first-served basis” only. No photography
permitted.

New Zealand Class visit to Hugh Baird College
Tasmania & Christmas Island Class visits to Hugh Baird
College
CHATTA Visit – Chris Williams – KS1

Departmental Assemblies
9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department
10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department
9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning
END OF TERM 3 at 15:15

Assemblies and Coffee Morning are open to
families. Parking is available on site on a “firstcome-first-served basis” only. No photography
permitted.

FEBRUARY HOLIDAY: Monday, 17 February 2020 to Friday, 21 February 2020
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