Head’s Weekly Newsletter
Issue 21, 14 February 2020

Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Dear Students, Families, Colleagues and Friends,
Welcome to today’s issue of the Head’s Weekly Newsletter. We have reached the end of this
term and, in some ways, an end of an era!
Mr McVerry, our Deputy Headteacher is leaving us today and what a legend he is! His sendoff today spoke volumes about the kind of teacher and leader he is!!! The assemblies – both
the Primary and the Secondary one – were a wonderful tribute to him and to the impact of his
work at Abbot’s Lea School over the past decade. I have allowed myself a bit of a reflection
on page 2 of the newsletter.
The end of one chapter leads to the beginning of another for our school.
I look forward to a break next week and then, upon return for Term 4, to rolling up my sleeves
a bit higher and temporarily holding two jobs for 5 weeks, until Mrs Tobin, our new Deputy
Headteacher joins us on Monday, 30 March 2020. I am pleased that we were able to secure
her services 3 weeks sooner than originally planned.
I want to thank all staff and students for their hard work this term – and over the past half a
year – we have achieved tremendous successes in that short time and as a snapshot, I include
in this newsletter, Mr McVerry’s last parting report on the validated Self Evaluation of Term 1
and 2 (first third of the school year) progress and attendance report.
As you will see, we are doing very well and our progress towards all agreed areas of the
School Development Plan and this year’s priority projects are on track.
I wish you all a very well-deserved and restful half term holiday and look forward to seeing you
on Monday, 24 February 2020.
For all those celebrating today’s Valentine’s Day – Happy Valentine’s Day to you all!!!

With kind regards and best wishes,
Mrs A Hildrey
Headteacher

TIME TO SAY GOODBYE…

Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’

Dear Mr McVerry…. Dear Ant
I can’t believe that this day has come. I have enjoyed working with you ever since we first met
in 2015 and I often think that you know a potential leadership talent when you see one.
I was delighted when you first expressed your support for my vision for the school and then –
the rest was history! We have worked together through thick and thin and laughed and cried
together in equal measures – all part of the great team and also, trusting Head-Deputy
relationship.
You joined the school as a Teaching Assistant nearly 10 years ago and since then, progressed
to a Teacher position, Head of Middle School, Head of Secondary Department and a Deputy
Head role. What a rollercoaster of a journey!
In your own words, you have grown and developed as a teacher, leader and as a person, too.
The photos in today’s slide shows clearly demonstrate this too, as you are hardly
distinguishable from the students in the early pictures!
Today – a well-accomplished teacher, a leader and an innovator, you leave a fantastic legacy
behind and you should be proud of that.
For us, the school, you helped open up the avenues for employability of our students in the
city and the region and this will live on and go from strength to strength, resting on the solid
base you helped create.
I am sad you are leaving and yet, equally happy to see you fly the nest. It is only natural and
the right thing to do after nearly a decade here.
All the very best and both I and the school is always here for you!!!
Kindest wishes
Ania
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Positive Behaviour Support

TEAM TEACH TRAINING
Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’

FOR FAMILIES
Team Teach will be at Abbot’s Lea School
on Wednesday 18 March 2020 to deliver
a whole day training to families.
If you are interested in attending, please
read the leaflet attached and email for
more information email:
bookings@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Team Teach
https://www.teamteach.co.uk/
‘Team Teach is an accredited, award-winning provider of positive behavioural management
training suitable for use in a wide variety of education settings.
Our positive behaviour management strategies have been developed in real schools and
residential settings over 20 years. They equip teams and individuals with the tools they need
to transform challenging behaviours into positive outcomes in the classroom and beyond,
while reducing risk and the need for physical intervention.’
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Term dates
Term 4
Term starts on:
Term ends on:
Spring Holiday:
Bank holidays:

Monday 24 February 2020

3 AprilChallenge
2020 – finishing at
1:30pm
SocialFriday
Media
‘Momo’
Monday 6 April 2020 to Friday 17 April 2020
Friday, 10 April 2020 – Good Friday
Monday, 13 April 2020 – Easter Monday

Term 5
Students arrive on:
Bank holiday:
Term ends on:
May Holiday:

Monday, 20 April 2020
8 May 2020 – Early Bank Holiday (VE Day)
Friday 22 May 2020
Monday 25 May 2020 (Bank Holiday) to Friday 29 May 2020

Term 6
Term starts on:
Official leaving date:
Staff Transition INSET:

Monday 1 June 2020
Friday 26 June 2020*
Friday 10 July 2020 – school closed to students

Transition Week:
Students’ last day:
Staff training day:
Term ends on:

Monday 13 July-Friday 17 July 2020**
Friday 17 July 2020 – finishing at 1:30pm
Monday 20 July – school closed to students
Monday 20 July 2020

*Friday 26 June 2020 is an official leaving date for the students in Year 11 as well as those in
Key Stage Five who are finishing their education at ALS that summer.
** Transition Week is a period of time during which the students will be taught in their next
year’s classes – this is to support smooth transition into ALS, into a new Department, Key
Stage or a new class.
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2020-21 Term dates
Term 1:
1 September 2020 – INSET
Starts: 2 September 2020 – students return to school
Ends: Friday, 23 October 2020

Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’

Half term: Monday 26 October to Friday 30 October 2020
Term 2:
Starts: 2 November 2020 – students return to school
Ends: Friday 18 December 2020 at 1:30pm
Christmas break: Monday 21 December 2020 to Friday 1 January 2021

Term 3:
4 January 2021 – INSET
Starts: 5 January 2021 – students return to school
Ends: 12 February 2021
Half term: Monday 15 February 2021 to Friday 19 February 2021
Term 4:
Starts: 22 February 2021 – students return
Ends: Friday 26 March 2021 at 1:30pm
Easter break: Monday 29 March 2021 to Friday 9 April 2021

Term 5:
Starts: 12 April 2021 – students return
May day: Monday 3 May 2021
Ends - 28 May 2021
Half term: Monday 31 May to Friday 4 June 2021
Term 6:
Starts: 7 June 2021 – students return
25 June 2021 – Leavers’ Day (for Y11, 12, 13, 14)
9 July 2021 – Transition INSET
12 – 16 July 2021 - Transition Week
Ends: 16 July 2021 at 1:30pm
19-20 July 2021 – INSET Days (worked as staff’ extended twilight days)
Summer holidays: Monday 16 July to Tuesday, 31 August 2021
Holiday planning tip:
Please note that during the following school year 2021-22, 1, 2 and 3 September 2021
are all INSET days and so the students will return to school on Monday, 6 September
2021 for the start of the 2021-22 academic year
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Noticeboard

Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’

The Psychology of Autism

Liverpool University will be running 10 sessions
from Thursday 23 April 2020, 6-8pm

Venue:
University of Liverpool – Continuing Education Department
Mount Pleasant (opposite Catholic Cathedral Café)
Open to anyone wishing to attend
Course Fees Apply: £113
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Noticeboard

Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’
Parent Carer Feedback - 1 Year on from Local Area Inspection Survey
2020
As some of you may be aware, Liverpool City Council, Liverpool Clinical
Commissioning Group and the Local Area were inspected in January
2019 for the quality of services and support for children and young
people aged 0-25 with Special Educational Needs and/or Disabilities
(SEND) in Liverpool since the Children's and Families Act 2014 became
law.
As a result of the inspection, Liverpool was asked to make
improvements to services and support for children, young people and
their families.
LivPaC would like to know from you, the parents and carers, how things
have changed or not for your children and young people with SEND
between January 2019 and February 2020.
The results will be presented to Liverpool City Council and Clinical
Commissioning Group, where we will be asking for a response to our
findings.
Thank you for taking the time to do this survey and to inform us of what
is or has changed and what hasn't and what needs to improve.
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/HMQZWRZ
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Deputy Headteacher

Mr McVerry, Deputy Headteacher
E: anthony.mcverry@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Nine years is a long time to be in any place, but these have been the best nine years of my
life and the most life-changing.
I came to Abbot’s Lea on the back of working for what was Aimhigher and under the direction
and support of Carol Brumfitt who armed me with a folder full of facts and guides on autism
and what to say at interview for the role of a Teaching Assistant. Her folder and advice got me
through the interview and I arrived on my first day to only wait an hour in reception for Mr Scott
to come and do my induction. I was so nervous and had a lot to learn, I was put in the Science
Lab with Mr O’Rourke, who showed me things in education I had never seen before, things
that I would never ever forget and things I avoided doing.
After five weeks, I was given the opportunity to interview for a teacher and that summer I
started under the guidance of Miss Dallas, who is someone I can truly call an amazing friend.
You have been there every step of the way with me, even when I got us into a slight hole with
Ofsted, offering them the information that I had no evidence of the impact of our Collapsed
Curriculum Days and you looked at me as if to say just stop talking. We have been through so
much together and I want to thank you for always being there and for having my back.
I will always remember the trips and residential that we have been on and the stories that we
have to tell from telling students that wolves existed in the Lake District to dealing with Mr
O’Rourke and his head counting skills of students in Glastonbury. The most memorable was
the trip to the Battlefields in Belgium and France and by this I mean the journey down when
at three o’clock in the morning Miss. Butterworth put Saving Private Ryan on and woke me up
with the sound of gun fire to get everyone in the mood for the next few days, after that I never
slept for 20 hours. Then there was the time that we were stranded with a blown out tyre on the
way to the Lake District and Miss Dallas drove past us waving, the only issue was that we had
no spare tyre and arrived later that evening.
In my first teaching year I worked with Mrs Ross and Miss Moss, two of the most genuine
people and the 2 people who put up with me as an NQT and all of my mad ideas, you grounded
me and shaped my first year as a teacher. Two years after that I was head of sixth form and
had the most amazing two years working with some amazing staff and students, Miss
Butterworth and Miss Moran, thank you for the laughs and thank you for being there when I
questioned myself. Thank you, your support as my class team and for the cheeky Nandos
when I wanted to avoid my move to middle school were amazing. I also taught some of the
most inspirational students, Mr Garcia, you tested me and you drove me crazy, but look at you
now, you are an inspiration to everyone and you deserve this and Mr Pendleton, to think that
when you came you never spoke to today being an apprentice.
I then moved to middle school, something I was terrified to do, but they were two of the best
years of my life, it made me love teaching and it made me truly realise that this was what I
wanted to and were I felt comfortable. What a team we had in middle school plus Miss
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Loughran, the laughs were nonstop and this is where I truly found my feet as a leader. It was
amazing to lead that department and in the words of Mrs Donovan, whose favourite quote will
stick with me forever, ‘Ant, at the end of the day, it is what it is’.
Then, thanks to Mrs Hildrey I had the chance to lead the whole of the Secondary Department
for two years, something that again was an amazing opportunity and something that I
thoroughly enjoyed, after that I had the chance to be the Deputy Headteacher working in both
primary and secondary, something I never dreamed I would be doing. It has been and amazing
journey and something that I would not change. Thank you for your trust in my ability and in
me….
Now the time has come to move on and for a new challenge. There are so many people I want
to thank for their part in my career. Some are no longer here, but to name a few; Miss Parry,
Mr Scott, Mrs Brumfitt Mrs Ross and Mrs Donovan who with their knowledge guided me
through my early years. The team closest to me currently, Miss O’Neill, Mrs Walker, Mr
Hodgson, Miss Dallas, Mr Mason and Ms Caddick. You have driven the school forward and
have supported me through everything, go on to do amazing things and stay true to who you
are.
To SLT - thank you for your guidance and support over the past 4 years, it has been and
amazing ride!
To every member of staff in the school, you inspire me with your passion and drive to do good
for the students and for that I thank you and for helping me realise how amazing you all are,
even when things are tough you battle on in the best interest of the students.
To the students you are my true inspiration, you are the ones who have made leaving hard,
you break down barriers and you make me want to do more and get back in the classroom.
Everything you do is life changing to me, go on and be strong and change this world.
To our families, thank you for trusting me with your child’s education, it is one of the most
delicate things that I can be given to handle and the trust you have shown has been amazing.
You have allowed me to play a part in so many lives and I thank you for that. I will treasure
the memories from my time here and Abbot’s Lea will always be a part of me and in my heart.
I will not be a stranger and I will be back, but for now it is goodbye and I will see you all soon.

Mr McVerry
Deputy Headteacher
(Signing off…)
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Care and Safeguarding
Ms Alison Twomey, Head of Care and Safeguarding
E: Alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

I would like to take this opportunity to offer my heartfelt thanks to Ant McVerry for all the
support, wisdom and guidance he has offered me since my arrival at Abbot’s Lea school in
June 2017.
I am much the better professional for having worked alongside him for the last 32 months.
In return, I would like to offer my insight into what he can expect from working in a mainstream
secondary school; the challenges, the differences and the completely unexpected.
Noise
Prepare yourself for a huge difference in auditory sensory stimulation! 1000 students make A
LOT of noise.
Corridors
Even with the best run system of safe movement around the school, there is never enough
space on the corridors. Expect to be bumped into on a daily basis.
Class sizes
Meeting the needs of thirty students, all of whom want your attention at exactly the same time,
is not easy. Some will shout to be heard, others will silently withdraw. It is these students who
must continue to be noticed. They may be quiet and compliant but often they have the highest
level of need.
Early starts
Welcoming students at 9am is a thing of the past. In a mainstream school, students will be
arriving from much earlier (often 7.30am). As soon as they arrive they want your attention and
company; help with homework, a chat about the football etc. Starting the day with a cup of
coffee, department meetings and time to use the photocopier has gone forever!
Mobile phones
Be prepared to say the phrase “put your mobile phone away” at least a dozen times a day
then be prepared for those mobile phones to remain in use at least 50% of the time. Remain
calm. Believe me from extensive personal experience, there’s nothing worse than getting into
an argument with a student over a phone.
Issues
From a safeguarding perspective, mainstream students may present some different needs to
those we commonly deal with in Abbot’s Lea School. Underage drinking, sexual activity,
teenage pregnancy, drugs misuse and gang involvement are all likely to be more prominent
than anything you have experienced before. As ever, children and young people require
compassion and guidance, not judgement.
Exams
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By far my biggest frustration with mainstream education was the constant beat of the
examination drum. Staff and students were bombarded with expectations from the first day of
term to the last. This is not healthy and, in my opinion, is not what education should be about.
Expect the unexpected
I have witnessed students roller skating down corridors and chased escaped chickens round
the playground (not my finest hour – chickens are quick!). Anything is possible and, more often
than not, your day will not go to plan. Flexibility, patience and the ability to smile through
anything will get you through!
All the best Ant, I know you will love it!
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Autism Research and Development
Ms Micah Grimshaw, Head of Autism Research and Development
E: micah.grimshaw@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Guten tag aus Deutschland!
I am writing to you whilst staying in Germany, learning more about our partner school and
planning for future student visits.
On Friday I have delivered Autism training for the staff and some students here, which is the
first international Autism training I have ever delivered. Wünsch mir Glück!
I want to thank all the students who expressed an interest, and applied, for the trip to Germany
in April 2020.
Selecting students to attend was an extremely tough decision to make, especially as all
students are equally deserving of such educational opportunity. This will be, as I said at all
times, the first, but not necessarily the last such trip available.
I also want to thank the staff that have volunteered to support this trip, and – again - there will
certainly be more opportunities in the near future.
I wish everyone a restful break, and I wish Mr McVerry the best of luck for the future.
Tschüss!

Dusseldorf, Germany
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School Business Support
Mrs Michelle Griffiths, Head of HR
E: michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

This week we have welcomed 2 PGCE Primary and EYFS students from Hope University for
a week of observation of SEN practice.
Hope you had a useful week Sophie Lynch and Ciara Gorman, and thank you to staff for
welcoming them.
This week we say goodbye to a couple of our team members:
-

Miss Bowley is leaving her temporary position as Brazil Class Teacher and will be
replaced by Mrs Leyland

-

Our second departure is well covered in this newsletter: one of our longer serving
members of staff Mr McVerry who is leaving his position as Deputy Headteacher and
moving to a mainstream secondary school. Good luck to both of you with your next
challenge.

Our half term break is next week and I hope everyone has a relaxing break.

Mr Andrew Cocklin, Head of Finance and Operations
E: andrew.cocklin@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

I was lucky enough to accompany our Head Girl and Head Boy on their Radio debut on
Tuesday.
They really did themselves, their families and the whole school proud in the way they
conducted themselves throughout the whole day and the confidence they showed during the
interview.
Just the height of the Radio City tower would have been enough to set my nerves going, but
both Joe and Megan handled themselves so well and gave a first rate impression of Abbot's
Lea.
Hopefully this is the first of many such interviews for them both and for other students across
the whole school.
We should never put any limits on what any of our students can achieve, and both Megan
and Joe are shining examples of this.
Well done to them both and to Miss Grimshaw for supporting them with the interview and
making them both feel relaxed and well prepared.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Early Years and Key Stage 1
Key Stage Leader: Miss O’Neill
Maria.O’Neill@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Ireland
In Ireland class this week we found shapes in our environment and made pictures using our
class 2D shapes. We sang '10 Green Bottles' and practiced taking away. We used the
instruments to sing our castle maths song, we are getting better every time we use them. We
got creative for Valentine's Day and made love hearts and cards. What a wonderful start to
2020 we have had! Have a great half term everyone
Wales
Wales class have had a fantastic week to finish term 3. We read the story of Zog and searched
for rhyming words. We have been working so hard on our word building and hearing sounds
within words. Our afternoons have been very messy while we have been constructing our own
castle and covering it with mod-rock. It looks fit for a king and queen and we are very proud of
it! Have a wonderful half term everybody.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 2
Key Stage Leader: Mrs Lisa Walker
Lisa.Walker@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Portugal Class
Italy
Italy class have had an exciting week. We welcome Chris Williams the founder of Chatta to
our classroom. Chatta is a very simple teaching approach which makes a strong impact on
communication, language and literacy. As a class Chris used an ipad and our class interactive
whiteboard to create a story using words and pictures about our class bear Cottontail. All the
pupils fully engaged in this experience and Chris was a true inspiration to watch. A huge thank
you to Miss Sloan from Wales class for organising the experience for our class. Well done
Italy class for welcoming our visitor!.
Spain
The students in Spain class have had an excellent week. In English, they have been working
hard at punctuating sentences correctly using capital letters, full stops, commas, exclamation
and question marks. In maths, the students have been solving problems related to time and
have been reading time using analogue clocks. Well done everyone for excellent participation
in your judo and dance sessions and for making great choices when visiting Tesco during our
PSHE trip. Thank you everyone for all your hard work this half term when learning about the
Vikings and Anglo-Saxons. We hope that you have an enjoyable half term break!
Brazil
This week Class Brazil have had a great week. We sequenced Beowulf and then created our
own mythical story using a story plan to help us. In Maths we have been looking at different
techniques we can use to help us subtract. In Design and Technology we designed and
created our own shields. We have had a busy week in Class Brazil and are looking forward to
a nice rest. We hope you have a relaxing week off and we look forward to seeing you after the
break.
USA
This week Class USA have been looking at Money in Maths. The students have also made
Ladybird biscuits in Food Technology. We have continued to look at the story of King Arthur
and have compared the story with the Disney version The Sword in the Stone in English. In
computers the students created their own fact sheet about Viking beliefs. Be safe and enjoy
your half term Class USA.
Canada
This week in Canada we have continued with our topic of ‘The Vikings’. We looked at the
jewellery that the Vikings used to wear and designed and made our own Viking brooches from
clay. We also continued to paint our Viking Shields that we have been making. We looked at
instructional texts in English and how important it is to put plenty of detail into our instructions.
Mrs Orme followed a set of instructions that wasn’t very good and ended up with a mess all
over the floor and a not very nice cup of tea! Don’t worry we fixed the instructions for Mrs Orme
and she was able to enjoy a nice cup of tea on her lunch. 
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 3
Key Stage Leader: Mr Richard Hodgson
Richard.Hodgson@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Malawi

Malawi have had another fantastic week. We are coming to the end of our Medieval
Britain topic and have really enjoyed it. We have been working hard to create and write
our own myths and legends – The work produced was AMAZING! This week we
learnt about the Bayeux Tapestry and have worked alongside other classes in the
department to replicate a section of it to create a KS3 version of the tapestry. In Maths,
we are learning to tell the time and will be continuing with this after the half term. In
Science, we have continued to explore our ‘Light and Shadow’ topic and learnt all
about how our eyes work this week. Enjoy your half term Malawi!
Cape Verde
It has been a good week of learning in Cape Verde this week. We enjoyed designing our own
coat and arms and using them on shields. We have also worked really hard at our Maths
learning how to tell the time to five minute intervals. We hope you all have a good break and
enjoy the half term.
Kenya
Kenya class had a very productive week. In Art, we finished our tapestry project based on
medieval times which was really interesting. We have been working hard on fractions in Maths
and in English, we looked at the legend of Robin Hood. In Computing, the boys had the chance
to retell the story of Beowulf using Purple Mash and in our Music lesson, we listened to
medieval music and tried to identify the musical instruments used. On Tuesday, it was E-safety
day so we had a lesson on online safety using the knowledge we had from the Life Skills
lessons. We had a busy, but very enjoyable week! Have a nice weekend!
Botswana
Our last week before the half-term break has seen no let-up in student efforts and work. This
week we have been preparing arguments for and eventually staging a class debate on whether
or not electronic devices should be permitted in class. This has put our persuasive writing
techniques into use and helped us look at hotly contested topics objectively. This house
believes all participants have done brilliantly in their English work!
In music we have been marrying old and new, researching medieval instruments and styles
of song on the internet. Although the style of music wasn't to everyone's taste, we enjoyed
looking at the instruments as many of them are ancestors of those we know today.
We also brought our history and geography forward to the modern age and analysed how
British cities would stand up to invasion, taking into account their locations and infrastructure.
Have a great half-term, everyone!
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Mozambique
Final week for Mozambique has been great. We have finished off all our topical work on
Medieval Britain including the masterpiece that is our Bayeux Tapestry. I will make sure we
put some photos in the Newsletter the first week back to show you what a good job the
students done. We have all finished our Motte and Bailey castles which have been a fantastic
success. The students all completed a fraction assessment this week and have all done
brilliantly! I feel so proud of each and every student this term in Mozambique. Every single one
of them have reached their individual targets, whether that be academically, socially or
emotionally. I feel incredibly honoured to say am their teacher! I hope all the students and
families have a well-earned rest over half-term and i will look forward to seeing them again in
just over a week.
Madagascar
This week Madagascar have had a brilliant week. We found out that three of our students
have been selected to go to Germany, congratulations! We are very proud of everybody that
applied and especially those that did not get selected but acted very mature and congratulated
their friends. In Food Technology the class made some gluten free chocolate brownies, the
smell was delicious! We continued to read The Demon Dentist in English and worked hard to
complete some comprehension questions about the chapter we read. In Maths we have been
finding the missing length of rectangles, squares and composite rectilinear shapes. In History
we continued looking at the structure of castles and the advantages and disadvantages of the
two types of castles. Well Done Madagascar!! Enjoy your week off and see you after half term.
Peru Class
We have had a great last week making Valentine’s Day gifts and learning more about medieval
life. We have enjoyed reading a book about a Knight called John Drawbridge and have learnt
some weird and interesting facts. In Science we have looked at what soil is made from and
how it is made. We got our gloves on and had a good feel around in the soil. In History we
learnt about the battle of Hastings and the Bayeux tapestry. In Geography we learnt the
countries of the UK and were able to reproduce in 4 colours of play dough. In French we have
refreshed our past knowledge on colours, number and body parts. In Maths we are solving
simple problems using money and in RE learnt more about Islam in particular the prophet
Muhammad. In ICT we have looked at or favourite things we have done this term and we all
agreed that we loved Chester Zoo.
Seychelles
This week in Seychelles we have explored pounds, pence and word problems in Maths; some
of us have been learning to make the same amount using different combinations of coins,
some of us have been consolidating one step word problems and others have money based
multi-step word problems involving all four operations. In English we have continued our group
reading activities focusing on Grandpa's Great Escape and have also looked at a number of
short stories from The Dragon's Hoard, tales from Viking's Sagas. In Art we have continued to
create our own version of the Bayeux tapestry.
In Food Technology we made Valentine's Day themed treats (Peppermint, and nonpeppermint, creams dipped in chocolate) which were meant for sharing but many were also
swallowed up before they had a chance to make it home. We have enjoyed exploring The
Battles of Stamford and Hastings in History, changing land use in Geography and Islam in
R.E. In our P.E. we explored Medieval invasion games and in computing we created our own
simple spreadsheets.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 4
Key Stage Leader: Miss Dallas
Katie.Dallas@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Portugal Class
Australia
We have continued with our swimming lessons this week in class Australia, the students have
really come along with their confidence in the water, as well as other important life skills like
getting a shower and being responsible for their own belongings. Well done class!
In food Tech this week, the students made a breakfast including scrambled eggs, beans and
toast. Some students had never made this before and enjoyed learning a new skill, something
we hope they will put into practice at home. The students loved tasting the results of their hard
work and a big well done to the students for trying and tasting something new.
Papua New Guinea
This week in PNG we have spent our last week swimming. All pupils have been extremely
well behaved and worked really hard on building their swimming skills. Well done to our
swimmers.
This week we looked at the Buddhist festival of Vesak and made some beautiful Wesak
lanterns. We also wrote reviews on Our Day Out sharing what parts we were good and
discussing our favourite characters.
In Science we continued with studying the effects of plastic on the environment. We learned
all about Reduce, Reuse and recycle and the best ways to minimise the impact on the
environment. I was also glad to see some of our class beginning to use reusable water bottles.
Its small changes like this, that collectively can make a huge impact on the future of our planet.
On Friday we said a fond farewell to Mr McVerry we will miss him a lot and appreciate all the
things he has done for Abbot's Lea. Good luck in your new role Mr McVerry! Have a lovely
half term everyone!
Samoa
This week in Samoa, we went swimming for the final time and learned backstroke, front stroke
and butterfly.
We compared and contrast Bruno and Shmuel’s journey to Auschwitz in The Boy in the Striped
Pyjamas for English. The journey were terrible and horrible for Shmuel, because, there’s no
doors to exit. The journey was comfy and nice for Bruno, because, they drove in a luxury car
and on a train.
We decorated biscuits in Food Tech for Valentine’s Day. I put icing sugar, sprinkles and hearts
on my biscuits. I gave them to mum.
We learned about Mary Queen of Scots and why she tried to kill Elizabeth I, because, she
wanted to rule England.
Finally this week, we played a special Kahoot quiz for Mr McVerry’s departure. The quiz was
funny and we’ll miss him so much.
Have a cracking half term
From Louis Murphy
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Fiji Class
During the last two weeks, Fiji have been having swimming lessons in Halewood Leisure
Centre. The afternoons have been spent finishing off our silhouette art work based on World
War 2, and reading the rest of The Boy in Striped Pyjamas.
We would like to wish Mr McVerry the very best of luck as he moves on to his new job after
half term. We hope all our staff, students and their families have a nice half term too!
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 5
Key Stage Leader: Mr Ryan Mason
Ryan.Mason@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

New Zealand
New Zealand News!
On Monday class New Zealand went to visit Hugh Baird collage for a taster day.
On Wednesday Oliver and Dan went to the smile initiative, where they had a fun time watching
karaoke and enjoying the buffet.
On Thursday New Zealand did their Juice-Zealand business, making special milkshakes for
Valentine’s Day.
On Friday the school said goodbye to deputy head Mr McVerry it was his last day at Abbot’s
Lea School. New Zealand has done their quiz all about Valentine’s Day for the afternoon.
Our class wishes you a happy half term.
Written by Oliver
Tasmania
We have had a great week in Tasmania this week, continuing on with our learning of fractions,
progressing from identifying equivalent fractions to adding fractions with the same
denominator, it's a lot more fun than it may sound! We made some delicious banana bread in
our food preparation lesson, utilising skills that we had previously learnt this term relating to
measuring out ingredients and mixing skills. Two of our students attended an event, hosted
by Daisy UK, called the SMILE initiative. It was inspiring to hear about the work that they do
to support young adults’ transition from education to the next phase of their development and
build their confidence and self-motivation through a range of activities. We hope to establish
further links with Daisy UK in the future!
Christmas Island
On Monday, we did travel training. We were tapping hands on a table to see if we could copy
the leader and afterwards we spotted the road hazards and danger on a worksheet. On
Tuesday, we went to Hugh Bird College, and during lunch clubs we listened to Megan and
Joe talk on radio city. On Wednesday the class walked to Tesco and bought the ingredients
to make pancakes, then we made pancakes and added our favourite fillings. Caitin and Joslin
went to SMILE and Caitlin showed off her Karaoke skills. On Thursday we used our travel
training lessons and walked to the bus stop to catch the 78 to the gym and then used our
travel training skills to return to school on the 78 bus again.
Written by Caitlin
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Job Coach
Ms Claire Caddick, Job Coach
E: Claire.caddick@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Today is the last day of this term but also, as you know, the last day for Mr McVerry here at
Abbot's Lea School.
Mr McVerry has worked here for nearly ten years. He has been my line manager for the 15
months that I have been working here at the school.
Mr McVerry's heart lies with direct work with the students. He is committed and passionate
about every child fulfilling their full potential and ensuring that opportunities are available to
them, especially for those children, our children that have additional needs.
Mr McVerry, whilst in his role as Head of the Secondary department, was the person who rang
the bell and beat down the doors to open up Career opportunities and work experience and
programmes for our young people. He was the person who influenced and directed where we
are today with our Careers works and ultimately the person who advocated for the very role
that I have today.
Schools are very busy places. We are not honoured with as much time as we would like to be
able to spend with our colleagues. As I write this I am wholly aware that this has been Mr
McVerry's last week and I have been in so many meetings that I have rarely had time to have
a catch up or a coffee with him.
My reflection time about the impact Mr McVerry has had at the school and how I feel about
him leaving is only hitting me now as I write this.
Change is inevitable. Change is constant.
I am reminding our students of this every day especially during these crucial months leading
up to the end of the academic year. Mr McVerry like many of our students who will be leaving
us in July is most probably feeling anxious, excited and a whole mix of emotions.
We wish Mr McVerry the very best in his new role and he will be missed.
This week a letter has been sent out to students and their parents about the leavers’ or
potential leavers’ destinations for September 2020. I want to make myself available to parents
over half term and the following weeks and months to provide information, advice and
guidance about the variety of options available to them. The internal options at Abbot's Lea
are Key Stage 5 class room based or Key stage five supported internships. Miss Dallas (KS4
Leader, Mr Mason (KS5L) and I are more than happy to support during this time, so please
get in touch.
My email address is: claire.caddick@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Have a great weekend and a nice half term break!
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Data Protection Lead
Mrs Kim Adair
E: kim.adair@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Sharing Information

Remember that the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), Data Protection Act
2018 and human rights law are not barriers to justified information sharing, but provide
a framework to ensure that personal information about living individuals is shared
appropriately.
Be open and honest with the individual (and/or their family where appropriate) from
the outset about why, what, how and with whom information will, or could be shared,
and seek their agreement, unless it is unsafe or inappropriate to do so
Where possible, share information with consent, and where possible, respect the
wishes of those who do not consent to having their information shared.
Under the GDPR and Data Protection Act 2018 you may share information without
consent if, in your judgement, there is a lawful basis to do so, such as where safety
may be at risk.
You will need to base your judgement on the facts of the case. When you are sharing
or requesting personal information from someone, be clear of the basis upon which
you are doing so. Where you do not have consent, be mindful that an individual might
not expect information to be shared.
I would also like to take this opportunity, to wish Mr McVerry, Deputy Headteacher,
who is leaving our School today after nearly 10 years very best wishes with his onward
journey to his next school and so pleased I had the opportunity to work with you!
Good Luck and as you say do not be a stranger!!
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Students of the Week 21
EYFS and Key Stage One
Ireland

Rhys

Wales

Archie
Key Stage Two

Portugal

Jack

USA

Alex

Brazil

Immy

France

Jacob

Canada

Brandon

Spain

Aiden

Italy

Oliver
Key Stage Three

Madagascar

Dominik

Seychelles

Flynn

Cape Verde

Leighton

Botswana

Al

Mozambique

Kellsie

Malawi

Oscar

Kenya

Steven

Peru

Paul
Key Stage Four

Australia

William

Papua New Guinea

Paige

Samoa

Lewis O

Fiji

Josh
Key Stage Five

New Zealand

Dan

Tasmania

Siraj

Christmas Island

Caitlin
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Photographs from Week 21
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Head’s Weekly Newsletter

TERM 4
WEEK
NUMBER
22

W/C

Date

Mon 24.2.2020
Tue

24.02.20
25.02.20

Event

Comment
Weekly Assessment of Students’ progress



Primary History Workshop

Wed
26.02.20
Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Thur
27.02.20

23

24

25

Fri

28.02.20



Global Scouse Day

Mon 02.03.2020

02.03.20





National Careers Week
09:30-12 noon Family workshop Understanding Anxiety
13:15-14:30 Woowi Project (for students)

Tue

03.03.20

Wed

04.03.20



Class Australia trip to St Georges Hall

Thur

05.03.20




World Book Day
Readathon

Fri

06.03.20

Mon 09.03.2020

09.03.20

Tue

10.03.20

Wed



British Science Week

11.03.20




Thur
Fri

12.03.20
13.03.20



Class Papua New Guinea trip to St Georges hall
LIVE MUSIC visiting – Primary 10:00 30 minutes concert,
Secondary 30 minute concert 10:45
Class Samoa trip to Williamson Tunnels

Mon 16.03.2020

16.03.20

Assemblies and Coffee Morning are open to
families. Parking is available on site on a “firstcome-first-served basis” only. No photography
permitted.
Weekly Assessment of Students’ progress

Assemblies and Coffee Morning are open to
families. Parking is available on site on a “firstcome-first-served basis” only. No photography
permitted.
Weekly Assessment of Students’ progress

Assemblies and Coffee Morning are open to
families. Parking is available on site on a “firstcome-first-served basis” only. No photography
permitted.

26

27

Tue
Wed

17.03.20
18.03.20

Thur

19.03.20

Fri

20.03.20

Mon 23.03.2020
Tue
Wed
Thur
Fri

23.03.20
24.03.20
25.03.20
26.03.20
27.03.20

Mon 30.03.2020
Tue
Wed
Thur
Fri

30.03.20
31.03.20
01.04.20
02.04.20
03.04.20







KS4 curriculum collapse day – Irish dancing
Term 4 Governing Body Meeting – 16:30-18:30
All day – Team Teach Family workshop
Class Fiji trip to Williamson Tunnels
13:00-15:00 emotional Regulation Family workshop
Assemblies and Coffee Morning are open to
families. Parking is available on site on a “firstcome-first-served basis” only. No photography
permitted.




12:00-14:00 KS4 Football Match – Jeffrey Humble Football
Centre
Disney on Ice – Key Stage 4 & 5



09:30-12:30 Research Focus Group




JIM JAM JOG
END OF TERM 4 Friday 03 April 2020 at 13:30

Assemblies and Coffee Morning are open to
families. Parking is available on site on a “firstcome-first-served basis” only. No photography
permitted.

Assemblies and Coffee Morning are open to
families. Parking is available on site on a “firstcome-first-served basis” only. No photography
permitted.
13:30 finish
Packed lunch provided

SPRING HOLIDAY: Monday, 6 April 2020-Friday 17 April 2020
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