Head’s Weekly Newsletter
Issue 24, 13 March 2020

Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Dear Students, Families, Colleagues and Friends,
Welcome to today’s issue of the newsletter!
I am not going to hide the fact that this particular Friday 13 th brings an unprecedented level of
challenges which I, and many fellow headteachers around the country and the world face.
In addition to our usual work, which in itself is complex, we are dealing with a Coronavirus
pandemic, for which the international guidance, government advice and local authority
response changes quicker than we can process!
Please ensure that you use electronic means of communication with the school to keep up to
date and that we have your current email address on our Parentmail database. Please also
use our social media platforms – Facebook and Twitter – for live updates on the life of the
school. Should anything regarding our operation change, we will:
-

Send you an email via Parentmail
Update Facebook and Twitter
Update front page of the website.

More information is to be found on the next page.
We have had a really positive week and despite the worries around us, it is important to cherish
every moment of our students’ success and their learning achievements. I hope you agree,
having seen so many of their wonderful achievements, that they are doing really well!
This was certainly the view of Mrs Tobin, our new Deputy Headteacher, who visited the school
earlier this week – see her letter to all on page 3! Mrs Tobin is joining our school on Monday,
30 March 2020, so in only two weeks from now – we look forward to her arrival very much
indeed.
Just as we say hello to one great leader, we will be bidding farewell to another – Mrs Walker,
our Key Stage Leader for KS2 has been offered a senior leadership position at a school in
Bolton and she will be leaving us on 3 April 2020. We congratulate her on her success and
will be very sad to see her leave. I know that families of KS2 students have been made aware
already but I know others who have appreciated Mrs Walker’s excellent teaching and support
for their (now older) children will also wish to pass their thanks and say goodbyes before the
end of this term.
Have a brilliant weekend, stay safe, healthy and keep positive (it is important!),
Kind regards
Mrs A Hildrey
Headteacher

COVID-19
I wrote to all families yesterday and the moment I sent the letter out and checked BBC news.
I realised that the government changed the phase of response from Contain and Research
to Delay. The rest of the letter I issued stands and yet is worth reiterating and expanding:
Abbot’s Lea School is in daily contact with the Department for Education about the
government’s decisions and messages regarding the national response to Covid-19.
Additionally, I receive daily guidance from the Liverpool City Council as our maintaining Local
Authority. Both central and local government advice is shared with the staff and the Governing
Body. In the management of the Coronavirus pandemic, I will continue to take clear and
responsible approach, refraining from excessive communication or speculative stories. I have
and will continue to focus on operational safety within the school and our practical readiness
for a potential change to our school’s operation.

Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’

As I write this article, at 11:30am on Friday, 13 March 2020, the school is open and I am not
planning on restricting its operation or closing. In case of any restriction or full closure, all
communication to the families will be electronic: letters via ParentMail, updates on the
front page of our website, posts on Facebook and tweets on Twitter.
Please ensure that we have your up-to-date details on our system by contacting
reception@abbotsleaschool.co.uk .
We will not be making, or responding to, any phone calls as this would be unmanageable
based on the one Receptionist and possible calls from families of 260 students.
I want to also reassure all our families that, despite the panic-buying, our school has plenty of
supplies of hand wash, toilet paper, hand towels and sanitiser and so we are able to adhere
to the guidance on hygiene-related safety precautions.
Lastly, and this is important for families to take into account, the latest advice issued is that
any person who has new and consistent cough and/or higher than normal temperature, is to
refrain from attending school. Self-isolation is then required for at least 7 days, with further
advice available from the NHS. When you call the school, please be clear about the symptoms
which we are asked to monitor and seek advice if there is a suspicion that the Coronavirus
may be present at the school.
Parents of children with complex medical needs in particular are actively encouraged – by the
authorities and by me as the Headteacher – to seek medical advice as to whether or not the
child should refrain from attending school for the time being. If you receive advice to keep your
child at home, please do so without a fear of it being unauthorised. All such absence will be
authorised and supported by the school.
This situation is unprecedented and whilst we have a range of continuity plans in place, we
follow the national guidance and Public Health England directive on a daily basis.
I will write to you on this matter when there is a change to the strategy.
Mrs A Hildrey
Headteacher
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Deputy Headteacher Designate
11 March 2020
Dear students, staff and families
Ref: Deputy Headteacher
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I am writing to thank you for the warm welcome I received yesterday when I came to visit you
all. It was an absolute pleasure to spend time walking around all the different classrooms and
meeting so many fantastic people - both students and staff alike.
There was an impressive range of activities taking place, and students were very engaged in
their learning. I saw lessons about making bubbles, responding to messages in the workplace,
and one class were even discovering how to bake a “Wet Nelly” (I’m definitely going to try
baking this with my children now!).
I met some students who had been swimming that morning and it was a pleasure to see the
multi-coloured rug that Class Malawi had made in art.
The Head Boy and Head Girl made me feel really welcome, explaining to me what a great
place Abbot’s Lea School is – and I would definitely agree! I received lots’ of beautiful welcome
cards, which are currently up in my lounge at home, waiting to go into my new office.
I was particularly struck by the calm atmosphere and a very high level of personalised support
on display as I walked into each part of the school. It is evident that staff know the students
incredibly well and are therefore able to support them with their individual needs.
All in all, I walked away thankful that I am going to be part of your community and feeling
privileged that I will be in the position to lead educational practice at Abbot’s Lea.
I look forward to joining you as the Deputy Headteacher on Monday, 30 March 2020. I will be
organising team meetings and classroom visits, as well as meetings with the families during
my first days in post and I will write to you again after Easter holidays with the specific dates.
Warmest wishes
Mrs Tobin
Deputy Headteacher Designate
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RECRUITMENT
We have two positions available at our school at present and we welcome applications from
suitable candidates for:

A midday supervisor: http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/middaysupervisor/

Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’

Key Stage 2 Leader:

http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/key-stage-leader-ks2/
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FAB!
Following of from today’s FAB! Meeting, and in light of the
recommended restriction for all non-essential gatherings, a decision
was taken to temporarily suspend FAB! operation, including all of its
Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’
planned meetings and all of its charitable fundraising activities and
events.
This restriction will be in operation until further notice.
As a result, we will be cancelling JIM JAM JOG which was due to
take place later this month.
We will review our plans for the Summer Fair, planned for Saturday,
27 June 2020, after the Easter break.
Once we are safe and good to go again, we will re-launch and
possibly re-vamp our PTA so that we engage as many families and
friends of Abbot’s Lea School as possible in making it the best
specialist school in the world!
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Positive Behaviour Support

We have been overwhelmed with
Social Media
Challenge
‘Momo’
the families’
support
for
the Team
Teach training for families –
THANK YOU!!!
We are fully booked but are working hard to
organise more places, so keep your
expressions of interest going”!
Team Teach will be at Abbot’s Lea School on
Wednesday 18 March 2020 to deliver a whole day
training to families.
If you are interested in attending, please read the
leaflet attached and email for more information
email:
bookings@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Team Teach
https://www.teamteach.co.uk/
‘Team Teach is an accredited, award-winning provider of positive behavioural management
training suitable for use in a wide variety of education settings.
Our positive behaviour management strategies have been developed in real schools and
residential settings over 20 years. They equip teams and individuals with the tools they need
to transform challenging behaviours into positive outcomes in the classroom and beyond,
while reducing risk and the need for physical intervention.’
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Term dates
Term 4
Term starts on:
Term ends on:
Spring Holiday:
Bank holidays:

Monday 24 February 2020

3 AprilChallenge
2020 – finishing at
1:30pm
SocialFriday
Media
‘Momo’
Monday 6 April 2020 to Friday 17 April 2020
Friday, 10 April 2020 – Good Friday
Monday, 13 April 2020 – Easter Monday

Term 5
Students arrive on:
Bank holiday:
Term ends on:
May Holiday:

Monday, 20 April 2020
8 May 2020 – Early Bank Holiday (VE Day)
Friday 22 May 2020
Monday 25 May 2020 (Bank Holiday) to Friday 29 May 2020

Term 6
Term starts on:
Official leaving date:
Staff Transition INSET:

Monday 1 June 2020
Friday 26 June 2020*
Friday 10 July 2020 – school closed to students

Transition Week:
Students’ last day:
Staff training day:
Term ends on:

Monday 13 July-Friday 17 July 2020**
Friday 17 July 2020 – finishing at 1:30pm
Monday 20 July – school closed to students
Monday 20 July 2020

*Friday 26 June 2020 is an official leaving date for the students in Year 11 as well as those in
Key Stage Five who are finishing their education at ALS that summer.
** Transition Week is a period of time during which the students will be taught in their next
year’s classes – this is to support smooth transition into ALS, into a new Department, Key
Stage or a new class.
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2020-21 Term dates
Term 1:
1 September 2020 – INSET
Starts: 2 September 2020 – students return to school
Ends: Friday, 23 October 2020

Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’

Half term: Monday 26 October to Friday 30 October 2020
Term 2:
Starts: 2 November 2020 – students return to school
Ends: Friday 18 December 2020 at 1:30pm
Christmas break: Monday 21 December 2020 to Friday 1 January 2021
Term 3:
4 January 2021 – INSET
Starts: 5 January 2021 – students return to school
Ends: 12 February 2021
Half term: Monday 15 February 2021 to Friday 19 February 2021
Term 4:
Starts: 22 February 2021 – students return
Ends: Friday 26 March 2021 at 1:30pm
Easter break: Monday 29 March 2021 to Friday 9 April 2021
Term 5:
Starts: 12 April 2021 – students return
May day: Monday 3 May 2021
Ends - 28 May 2021
Half term: Monday 31 May to Friday 4 June 2021
Term 6:
Starts: 7 June 2021 – students return
25 June 2021 – Leavers’ Day (for Y11, 12, 13, 14)
9 July 2021 – Transition INSET
12 – 16 July 2021 - Transition Week
Ends: 16 July 2021 at 1:30pm
19-20 July 2021 – INSET Days (worked as staff’ extended twilight days)
Summer holidays: Monday 16 July to Tuesday, 31 August 2021
Holiday planning tip:
Please note that during the following school year 2021-22, 1, 2 and 3 September 2021
are all INSET days and so the students will return to school on Monday, 6 September
2021 for the start of the 2021-22 academic year
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Noticeboard

Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’

The Psychology of Autism

Liverpool University will be running 10 sessions
from Thursday 23 April 2020, 6-8pm

Venue:
University of Liverpool – Continuing Education Department
Mount Pleasant (opposite Catholic Cathedral Café)
Open to anyone wishing to attend
Course Fees Apply: £113

Please check with the organiser if this is still going ahead
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Calling all families – We Need your Help!
Malawi Class Art and Craft Club
Do you have any spare fabric or cotton wool you no longer need, if so,
please do send into school as we can put it to good use in our art and
Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’
craft club.

Fiji Class Art Enrichment Project
Key Stage 4 are taking part in an Art enrichment project. We are going to
create large murals depicting famous landmarks and images from around
Liverpool to celebrate Our City. We are planning on recycling bottle caps
and lids to create amazing mosaic-like pieces of art to display in the KS4/5
building.
We kindly ask, if you could collect all your used bottle or jar lids and send
them to Fiji class. We need as many as possible, the bigger variety of
colour we can collate the better, and any help would be greatly
appreciated.
We hope to create our pieces of Art before Easter, so we have just over
five weeks to collect as many lids as we can.

Piece of art created using bottle
tops!

THANK YOU SO MUCH IN ADVANCE FOR YOUR CONTINUED
SUPPORT!
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YPAS Parents/Carers Coffee Event

Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’

Please check with the organiser if this is still going ahead
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Strawberry Field Network Elevenses

Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’

Please check with the organiser if this is still going ahead
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British Science Week
This week we celebrated British Science Week across the whole school
from Early Years to Key Stage 5.
The theme this year was 'Our Diverse Planet,' which included biological
Social
Media
Challenge
‘Momo’
diversity and social
diversity
as well
as diversity of
knowledge and STEM
careers. (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths)
This was a very exciting topic and students could not wait to dive in.
Students conducted experiments relating to light, sound, gases and
materials to highlight just a few. Activities included colourful bubble
experiments across primary, making rainbow catchers, going on a 'colour
hunt' in our wonderful school grounds and exploring textures.
Across secondary, students discovered how sound travels, how our
digestive systems works and what happens when we mix certain
materials! Each class planned their experiment, made predictions and
discussed their findings. This was a wonderful cross-curricular opportunity
and allowed pupils to use and develop other skills such as reading, writing,
counting, building and problem solving.
Well done to our scientists and class teams for sharing knowledge and
making learning irresistible!
We hope you enjoys our photos!
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Care and Safeguarding
Ms Alison Twomey, Head of Care and Safeguarding

E: Alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

This week I have been reminded, on several occasions, how lonely and isolated people can
feel. Feelings of loneliness can have a devastating impact on our mental health but ‘being
alone’ and ‘feeling alone’ are two different things.
Of course, spending time alone is not inherently bad. Solitude can be a healthy, rejuvenating
experience. It can allow people to reconnect with their needs, goals, and feelings. Some
people require more solitude than others do. Introverts, for example, enjoy spending lots of
time alone and can feel drained through social interaction. Meanwhile, extroverts often need
more social interaction to feel fulfilled. Circumstances that feel isolating or lonely to one person
may be healthy for another.
Loneliness has many different causes, which vary from person to person. We do not always
understand what it is about an experience that makes us feel lonely. Feelings of loneliness
and isolation can seem impossible to overcome, but recognising you are experiencing them
is an important first step.
A lack of social opportunity, a change in circumstance or living with a mental health condition
like anxiety or depression can all lead to feelings of loneliness and isolation. When we feel
lonely, we often tend to beat ourselves up and think that something is just wrong with us. The
more alone we feel, the more we start to have thoughts of not belonging or of feeling rejected
by others. Left alone with our thoughts, we become our own worst enemy.
Loneliness is not a helpless condition. There are actions you can take to combat feeling alone
and begin to have more meaningful, social connections in your life. Tackling loneliness and
isolation involves making a change. Creating new connections, doing new activities or entering
new social situations can help you break out of negative patterns of thought.
The NHS provides some sensible advice for people suffering from loneliness including things
you can try to help:
 try talking about your feelings to a friend, family member, health professional or
counsellor.
 consider joining a group or class that focuses on something you enjoy; you could ask
to go along and just watch first if you're feeling nervous
 consider visiting places where you can just be around other people – for example, a
park, the cinema or a cafe
 consider peer support, where people use their experiences to help each other.
Feeling lonely is nothing to be ashamed or embarrassed about. Seeking help and being honest
and open about your feelings is the most important first step to take.
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Autism Research and Development
Ms Micah Grimshaw, Head of Autism Research and Development
E: micah.grimshaw@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Earlier this week, Miss Caddick and I spoke at the Health and Wellbeing at Work Conference
in Birmingham, to share strategies for supporting autistic women in employment. We also used
this opportunity to promote Neurodiversity in the workplace, Supported Internships and other
aspects of innovative practice at Abbot’s Lea School.

The presentation, was well received and we have already been contacted from members of
the audience who wish to learn more about our school and ways that they can support autistic
people into meaningful employment. This is another great example of how Abbot’s Lea School
are having a positive impact on wider society and I am extremely proud to be part of that
mission! Employers are increasingly looking to recruit autistic people for their unique skill sets,
and this is why it is important for us to raise aspirations, and empower children and young
people to discover their skills and interests. Thank you Miss Caddick for continuing to
campaign for positive change in the world of work.
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School Business Support
Mrs Michelle Griffiths, Head of HR
E: michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Well done to my colleagues Miss Grimshaw and Miss Caddick who attended the Health @
Work Conference in Birmingham on Wednesday to talk about the challenges faced, and how
to support autistic women in the workplace. We will now reflect on our own internal practices.

On behalf of the School, I would like to say thank you and goodbye to Miss Cairns who is
leaving her Midday Supervisor post after two years and is progressing to a role in the social
care sector. Best of luck in your new role.

Mr Andrew Cocklin, Head of Finance and Operations
E: andrew.cocklin@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

I had the pleasure on Friday to lead on both the Primary and Secondary assemblies.
We discussed recycling and why it is so important that we all play our part. I could not give
enough praise to how great all the students were, not only in terms of their behaviour, but
also the great questions they asked and the really good knowledge they displayed about
recycling, why we need to do it and what we can do.
It is reassuring to know that we have such passionate and knowledgeable students to help
make a difference. A very uplifting way to start a school day and hopefully I have done enough
to be invited back for another go. I wish everyone an amazing weekend.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Early Years and Key Stage 1
Key Stage Leader: Miss O’Neill
Maria.O’Neill@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

In EYFS/KS1 we had lots of fun joining the whole school in celebrating British science week!
Both classes experimented with colour and bubbles!
Ireland
In Ireland class we continued learning all about different modes of transport and shared how
many different ways we have already travelled including being in a caravan! We love bubbles
in Ireland class and so thought it would be a perfect experiment for British Science Week. We
discovered different shapes, colours and mixtures that make bubbles. We added colours to
our mixture and made colourful pops onto fabric outside. We also used straws to blow bubbles
in our bubble bath!
Wales
We have had another fantastic week in Wales. We have read Duck in the Truck and explored
prediction by looking at clues to the story. We have been learning lots’ of new words and
practicing our phonics. We really enjoyed Judo and celebrating British Science Week by
investigating bubbles of all different shapes, sizes and colours. We also explored natural and
manmade features of the seaside in Geography and had a lovely trip to the park. Have a lovely
weekend everyone.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 2
Key Stage Leader: Mrs Lisa Walker
Lisa.Walker@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Portugal Class
Spain
The students in Spain class have had a very busy week and have enjoyed learning about the
railways. In English, the students have been using their inference skills to make predictions
about the story, "Oi, get off our train!" In mathematics, the students have been solving empty
box questions using their knowledge of addition and subtraction. The students thoroughly
enjoyed taking part in our British Science Week investigations and made bubbles of different
shapes, sizes and colours!
Brazil
We have had a great week in class Brazil! In English, we have practiced our persuasive writing
and have written to Mersey rail asking them what they are doing about the pollution in our city!
We have really enjoyed science week, we got to be scientists for the day and made giant
bubbles. We enjoyed yoga in class and have even practiced the Limbo with Emma our dance
teacher.
Canada
This week in Canada Class we have been looking at a story called, "Oi! Get off our Train" in
English and using it to help our punctuation. The story is about many animals trying to get on
a boy's toy train to escape from the dangers imposed on their natural habitats. We have used
the seal's story to have a debate about what to do for the good of the environment.
In Maths, we have been looking at weight. Using scales and different units of measurement,
we have been able to determine which classroom objects are lighter and heavier.
We made our own healthy chicken salad wraps in Food Tech. Students cut their own
cucumber, tomatoes and lettuce then assembled the salad with chicken on a wholemeal tortilla
and then even wrapped it themselves!
In RE. we learned about the story of Good Friday and the importance of the symbol of the
cross in Christianity.
Portugal
This week in Portugal, we visited the museum of Liverpool to look at one of the earliest trains,
The Lion! We had lots of fun and learnt all about its run from Liverpool to Manchester. We also
learnt about the Liverpool Overhead Railway!
Have a lovely weekend!
France
We have had a busy week this week in class France. The pupils have enjoyed learning about
our new story in English and made some great predictions about what it was about at the
beginning of the week. For math, we have focused on our 2, 5 and 10 times tables, using
Numicon and number squares to help solve our calculations. For history, we have continued
with our Train topic by looking at how transport has changed over the years. We also
celebrated British Science week with an afternoon full of fun and messy experiments! Keep
up the hard work class France 🙂
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 3
Key Stage Leader: Mr Richard Hodgson
Richard.Hodgson@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Malawi

Malawi have had a great week. The children have really enjoyed swimming and it is
lovely to see their confidence and skills growing in the water. The students’ behaviour
has been exemplary and we are very proud of them. We are looking forward to our
second week of swimming. We have been continuing with our topic ‘Our City’; In
History this week, we thought about what it would have been like to live through the
Blitz and we designed our own Anderson Shelters. In Geography, we used Google
Maps to find famous Liverpool landmarks then placed them on our own maps. Keep
up the hard work Malawi.
Kenya
Kenya class has had a very busy week. We have been focusing on our subject of 'Our City'
and in Art, we looked at Liverpool artist, Paul Curtis and his artwork. In Maths, Kenya class
has been working hard on fractions and in English, we were perfecting our skill of finding words
in the dictionary. In Lifeskills, we looked at the misconception that being healthy has only to
do with the body. Kenya class understood the importance of having a positive mental health,
too! In History, we focused on the history of Liverpool and how was Liverpool port used and
in Science, we have learnt to explain how different sound travels. Busy, but a very fun week!
Have a nice weekend!
Botswana
Botswana- It has been another busy week for Botswana! We have been focusing on improving
our writing skills by using paragraphs correctly in English, we have been interpreting and
displaying data in Maths and in Science, we have begun learning about the heart and the
circulatory system.
Mozambique
A brilliant week for class Mozambique. We have really enjoyed swimming every day! All
students have made excellent progress! We are still working on telling the time... next week
we are hoping to master the 24hr clock! We enjoyed meeting Mrs Tobin (our new Deputy
Headteacher) on Tuesday and showing her our great time skills. Have a wonderful weekend
all.
Mozambique – Enterprise
Amazing result for our Enterprise first sale! We made £18.50!! We still have key rings left for
sale all next week for any staff or students. Keep your eyes peeled for our next sale closer to
Easter!
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Madagascar
We have had a busy week this week in Madagascar. We read more chapters in Holes and
found out that the gold tube that Stanley had found could belong to Kate Barlow, the outlaw
who robbed Stanley's great grandfather. On the other hand, Stanley got into a bit of a trouble
with Mr Sir. We are all looking forward to finding out if Mr Sir will take revenge on Stanley and
treat him differently after the incident with the sunflower seeds. We had a heated class debate
on whether Mother's Day should be banned. Both the "for" and "against" team gave some
really good reasons to support their point of view. We will do an augmentative writing based
on this topic next week. In maths, we continued to look at time. We played an interactive game
to see if we can estimate 10 seconds accurately and one pupil in the class got exactly 10
seconds! The rest of the class was so amazed by it, that we all gave the pupil a big round of
applause. We went out for a mini-beast hunt for our British Science Week activity. We found
lots of woodlice, slugs, worms and beetles. We had even found a small caterpillar and a
centipede too. We talked about where we had found these mini-beasts and their natural
habitat. We also looked at biodiversity and made a poster about it.
Peru
We have had an amazing week this week and have loved swimming each morning. We have
also been studying the History of Liverpool in the war and have looked at the bombed out
church and the evacuees during the war. We have enjoyed learning about and designing our
own Super Lambananas. In Food Technology, we have made 'Wet Nelly' which is an old
Liverpool cake recipe to use up scraps of bread. This was delicious. In Life Skills we have
learnt about substances that are legal and illegal and we have also worked on how to get
changed after swimming. We are looking forward to swimming again next week.
Seychelles
Seychelles class has been looking at poetry, in English ,the children are really enjoying poems
by Michael Rosen. We have been learning about symmetry in Maths.
In DT we started designing our models of Liverpool landmarks, we're looking forward to see
the finished projects at the end of term!
We went over the importance of hand washing in Life skills using a demonstration using glitter,
safe to say the children are well aware that like germs, like glitter gets everywhere! In
citizenship we had a discussion about current events in the news.
Thursday we had PE, the class really enjoyed playing basket-ball. A very interesting Science
lesson observing a few different experiments using plastic bottles.
Have a lovely weekend, Seychelles class team.

Page 21 of 33

Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 4
Key Stage Leader: Miss Dallas
Katie.Dallas@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Portugal Class
Australia
The students in class Australia have worked really hard this week. We have continued looking
at the features of an advert in English, focusing on what would engage their audience, for
example a strong tag line and making it memorable. The students also watched a couple of
clips from the programme Dragon's Den and then individually came up with their own
inventions and business ideas... some of which were so good that they would definitely
convince the Dragon's to invest!! In RE we looked at the Bible's Ten Commandments. The
students discussed as a group how they felt about each one and where given the opportunity
to come up with their own 'Ten Commandments' using key words like grateful, kindness and
appreciate. In a change to our usual Thursday morning, class Australia took part in 'Science
Morning' with the rest of KS4. Each class took part in different activities such as looking at
sound vibrations, investigating the digestive system and creating lava lamps. It was a great
success so a big thank you goes out to Miss Loughran for organising it and making it so much
fun! Thank you! Have a lovely weekend.
Papua New Guinea
This week in PNG we have looking at promoting products. We looked at pitches from Dragon's
Den and created our own products. We came up with some very interesting inventions and
business ideas! We had a bespoke ukulele business and even a chicken nugget
dispenser! We will be presenting out pitches next week. In Maths we have started solving
money Maths problems, we then had a group game of Monopoly to practice giving change,
doubling prices and how to spend wisely. I hate to say that Miss Purcell was the loser in the
game! In Science we have been learning about water pollution and saw the damage that
flushing inappropriate items down the toilet does to the environment and the sewerage system.
On Thursday we all enjoyed Science Day our favourite experiment was making volcanoes.
Thank you to Miss Loughran for organising.
Samoa
We have had a good week in Samoa.
In English we did practise reading test for our end of year exam. It was hard but we are not
giving up. We all did really well and worked hard.
In Maths we learned about area of irregular shapes. It was tricky but we smashed it! It was
like a puzzle we had to split one big shape in to little shapes and worked it out.
On Wednesday we visited Speke Hall. We had a walk around, had lots of fun in the maze and
looked around the Tudor House. Did you know that the trees there that keep the spirits away
are called Adam and Eve?!
We did British Science day on Thursday. It was cool and fun! We went to different classes and
learned how to make lava lamps with Mr Wray, Sound with Miss Dallas, volcanoes with Miss
Purcell and did a disgustingly gross digestion experiment with Miss Loughran.
On Friday we practised our Life Skills by setting up a hot drinks café for staff on their PPA.
Have a good weekend from Lewis P 

Page 22 of 33

Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 5
Key Stage Leader: Mr Ryan Mason
Ryan.Mason@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

New Zealand
In New Zealand this week, our students have been very excited about the final of our
classroom version of The Apprentice. Our three final teams pitched their books to the three
judges and every one of them did an incredible job of presenting and answering questions
under pressure. It was a very hard decision but the judges decided that team 'Through the
looking glass' were the winners with their book titled Teenage Medieval Fantasy. Well done
Dylan, Aiden and Luke!
On Wednesday in food tech the students made omelette muffins, they all followed their recipe
cards independently and the muffins came out looking so good that very few made it back to
the classroom without being eaten!
On Thursday we made our regular trip to the gym using public transport, this is building the
students confidence more and more and allowing them to practice independent travel. They
all worked really hard in the gym too!
We have recently been looking at positive relationships and body image. The class reacted
really well to this, all having strong opinions on the subject. In groups over the next few weeks’
they will be doing some research and coming up with a survey for different age groups about
relationships, pressures and image. Everyone is very keen to get started and we are really
looking forward to seeing everyone’s ideas.
In Employability, we are continuing to look at debt, money and various types of banking cards.
Have a good weekend
Tasmania
During Food Tech this week, we practised our chopping skills by cutting up the ingredients for
our flat bread pizza. We chopped peppers, pineapple, chicken and ham. Then we had the
opportunity to taste the different ingredients before we put them on our pizza. Some of us liked
pineapple and some of us said that we will never eat it again, what we did eat tasted delicious.
During travel training we looked at some of the road signs that we may see while training
around the city. We tried to guess some of the signs and on others had a multiple choice. We
all extremely enjoyed this lesson and we hope to practise this in the future.
We have continued to read Fantastic Mr Fox and we are now starting to write our own
newspaper article. They are all coming together nicely and sound amazing.
We have travelled to and from the gym using public transport and have been taking it in turns
to stop the bus by putting our arm out, pressing the bell when we want the bus to stop and
saying when the roads are safe to cross for one another. We will continue to use these skills
each week.
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Christmas Island
On Monday we went to Calderstones Park to practice crossing the road and road safety we
worked on completing spreadsheets. On Tuesday we continued reading The Midnight Gang
and completed a worksheet on Tenses in the afternoon we completed application forms and
talked about work. In our food tec lesson on Wednesday we made meatballs in tomato sauce
- both meat and meat free and spaghetti it was scrumptious the whole class tried everything,
well done! In the afternoon we continued our work on completing spreadsheets in excel. On
Thursday we went to the Gym using public transport via a different route as the 78 was late
so we got the 75 and went a different route, on the return we got our usual 78 bus. In the
afternoon we completed a science experiment on how the body Digests food. On Friday we
learnt about the current issues surrounding Corona Virus and how to wash our hands. In the
afternoon we had a social afternoon to cerebrate my (Megan Hall) 17th birthday.
By Megan Hall
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Job Coach
Ms Claire Caddick, Job Coach
E: Claire.caddick@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

This week I attended an annual Health and Wellbeing at Work Conference in Birmingham with
Miss Grimshaw. Miss Grimshaw was asked to speak on supporting Autistic women in the
workplace as part of their Neuro-diversity programme. I was there to co-present on the ways
in which we are currently supporting employers (and Interns) on our supported internship
programme.
Fellow speakers within the Neuro-diversity programme included; The CEO of Vantage, Head
of cognitive design at the BBC, The chair of the National police Autism association and EY
ability network. The presentation helped me to realise how far we have come in such a short
space of time in regards to our internships and the way in which we work with our employer
partners.
It is testament to our employer engagement abilities, that some of our employers are now
looking to us, for support and guidance in making their working environments and recruitment
process more Neuro-harmonic.
We still have a little way to go in terms of equipping our toolbox as Job Coach's, technology
for example and assisted technology, is something that I am really interested in exploring as
a solution to potential accessibility challenges in the workplace. We still have to learn and
practice more with the method of systematic instruction, job task analysis and chatta but
conclusively, we are doing a good job. The use of virtual reality and immersive stimuli is
another area that I am keen to explore in terms of engaging and preparing students for working
life, work experience and travelling independently. When supporting our interns in the
workplace, our approach is to always concentrate on what the Intern CAN do, as opposed to
what they cannot do. We first observe, reflect, demonstrate then possibly adjust. That is our
method to ensuring the Interns are completing their job related tasks and the method I shared
with others at the conference.
In other news this week, on Friday I was in class Fiji teaching about filling in application forms.
They now have 2 weeks to complete an application form for one of the four jobs I have created
and prepare for a potential interview with myself. We learnt lots’ of new terms such as; equal
opportunities monitoring forms, cultural origins and national insurance numbers. I am looking
forward to interviewing them shortly.
Have a great weekend!
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Data Protection Lead
Mrs Kim Adair
E: kim.adair@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Information Commissioner’s Office Issues, Data Protection and
Coronavirus Guidance

In light of the ongoing Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, the ICO has today issued
guidance on “Data protection and coronavirus: what you need to know” for data
controllers.

The ICO has also published advice for health care practitioners. Many other Data
Protection Authorities in other European countries have, also issued guidance.

The ICO comments that data protection considerations will not prevent employees
from sharing information or adapting the way employees work. However, in the ICO’s
view, an organisation’s approach should be proportionate, taking into account the
compelling public interest in the current situation.
The ICO’s statement also makes clear that data protection law does not prevent the
following activities:


Healthcare communications: Data protection and electronic communication
laws do not prevent health care professionals or official bodies sending public
health messages to individuals. These types of communications are not direct
marketing.



Remote working. The ICO is clear that organisations should consider the
same types of security measures as would be used in normal circumstances
for remote or home working.



Sharing employee health data with authorities for public health
purposes. Whilst the ICO acknowledges that sharing the details of specific
individuals with authorities is unlikely, if it is necessary, data protection law will
not be a barrier to this sharing.
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Students of the Week 24

EYFS and Key Stage One
Ireland

Rhys

Wales

Oscar
Key Stage Two

Portugal

Maxi

USA

Jamie

Brazil

Jayjay

France

Martin

Canada

Jack

Spain

Matthew

Italy

Kaiden
Key Stage Three

Madagascar

Joshua

Seychelles

Rhys

Cape Verde

Joe

Botswana

Alfie

Mozambique

Lucas D

Malawi

Lucas

Kenya

Matthew

Peru

Mohamed
Key Stage Four

Australia

Jack

Papua New Guinea

Dan

Samoa

Lewis

Fiji

Callum
Key Stage Five

New Zealand

Oliver

Tasmania

Matthew B

Christmas Island

Caitlin
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Photographs from Week 24
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Head’s Weekly Newsletter

TERM 4
WEEK
NUMBER
25

W/C

Date

Event

Comment

Mon 16.03.2020
16.03.20
Tue
17.03.20
 KS4 curriculum collapse day – Irish dancing
Wed
18.03.20
 Term 4 Governing Body Meeting – 16:30-18:30
 All day – Team Teach Family workshop
Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Thur
19.03.20
 Class Fiji trip to Williamson Tunnels
 13:00-15:00 Emotional Regulation Family workshop
Fri
20.03.20

26

27

Mon 23.03.2020
Tue

23.03.20
24.03.20



KS4 & KS5 (for students only) Library on site to discuss their
services available

Wed
Thur
Fri

25.03.20
26.03.20
27.03.20




12:00-14:00 KS4 Football Match – Jeffrey Humble Football
Centre
Disney on Ice – Key Stage 4 & 5



09:30-12:30 Research Focus Group



END OF TERM 4 Friday 03 April 2020 at 13:30

Mon 30.03.2020
Tue
Wed
Thur
Fri

30.03.20
31.03.20
01.04.20
02.04.20
03.04.20

SPRING HOLIDAY: Monday, 6 April 2020-Friday 17 April 2020

Assemblies and Coffee Morning are open to
families. Parking is available on site on a “firstcome-first-served basis” only. No photography
permitted.

Assemblies and Coffee Morning are open to
families. Parking is available on site on a “firstcome-first-served basis” only. No photography
permitted.

Assemblies and Coffee Morning are open to
families. Parking is available on site on a “firstcome-first-served basis” only. No photography
permitted.
13:30 finish
Packed lunch provided
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