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Dear Students, Families, Colleagues and Friends, 

Welcome to the fourth issue of the Head’s Weekly Newsletter with regular updates from each 

of our Departments and notices of events coming up. 

I would like to draw your attention to the messages from Miss Twomey, our Head of Care 

and Safeguarding regarding the changes to the Administration of Medicines in our school. 

Miss Twomey is finding a number of areas of our practice which need to be reviewed and 

aligned with the current regulations and this one, I know, will be of interest to many of you – 

both students, families and staff. 

In today’s issue I also introduce our Operational Leadership Team consisting of five 

exceptional Key Stage Leaders. This new team would welcome any issues related to their 

respective Key Stages being brought to their attention for them to develop over time.  

I want to publicly praise their efforts to-date, as they have worked tirelessly since the Spring 

to plan and prepare the implementation of our new holistic curriculum.  

Not everything may be perfect yet – and they are the harshest critics of their own 

effectiveness - but it is absolutely right and proper that I thank them for their hard work, their 

dedication and their positive attitude towards our vision of wanting the best for the students 

of the school. 

I also want to welcome two new students – both named Charlie! – to Abbot’s Lea School.                   

I hope you grow to like it here, that you make friends and learn! 

Just as we welcome some, we also bid farewell to others: Mrs McNamee and Mrs Percival 

leave today after making a real difference to the life of the school.  

On behalf of the students, families and the staff – thank you very much for your hard work 

and service.  

I wish you all a very good weekend and I look forward to seeing you next week. 

Kind regards 

Mrs A Hildrey 

Headteacher 
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OPERATIONAL LEADERSHIP TEAM 

 

Miss O’Neill 
Key Stage Leader – KS1 
 
maria.o’neill@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 
   

 
Mrs Walker 
Key Stage Leader – KS2 
 
lisa.walker@abbotsleaschool.co.uk  

 
Mr Mason 
Key Stage Leader – KS3 
 
ryan.mason@abbotsleaschool.co.uk  

 
Miss Dallas 
Key Stage Leader – KS4 
 
katie.dallas@abbotsleaschool.co.uk  

 
Mr Davenport 
Key Stage Leader – KS5 
 
paul.davenport@abbotsleaschool.co.uk  
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NOTICE BOARD 

 
FAB Family Coffee Morning 

 
Friday 6 October 2017 

9:30-11:00 
 

Hosted by Helen from the NSPCC 
 

 
O2 and the NSPCC have joined forces on a mission to help all children and their families in 

the UK stay safe online.  

Together, we are offering useful tools, support and guidance to help parents and carers 

have conversations with their children about their online lives. 

The workshop will help parents and carers understand their child’s online world and build 

confidence to have those important conversations that can help keep children safe online. 

This session is particularly important to the families of our students as, the national and our 

own evidence suggests, many of the young people with Autism enjoy the online 

interactions and can get themselves “lost” in the world which, despite our best intentions 

and technical skills, we often have limited access to. 

Aims and objectives:  

 To help families talk about, and understand, their children’s online world  

 To help families understand and manage the risks associated with children’s online 
lives  

 Offer the tools, support and guidance to help parents and carers have 
conversations with their children about their online lives 

 In turn, give us, the school team, an insight into families’ realities of managing their 
children’s online access at home, to help us better prepare them in safe online 
presence. 
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  The safest place for baby to sleep is in their cot 
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Miss Alison Twomey, Head of Care and Safeguarding Department 

E: alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

I have now been in post for 6 school weeks and have spent a lot of that time looking at the current 
systems and policies the school has in place to safeguard all students. As well as the obvious 
Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy, my remit also includes administration of medicines, 
behaviour, attendance, internet safety and many more! 

Policies form an essential part of our daily practice. They ensure that the school is adhering to 

national requirements, they provide clear guidelines for all staff to follow which secure              a 

consistent approach and, perhaps most importantly, they confirm that we are working in a manner 

that is safe and promoting the welfare of our students.  

This week I have completed a re-vamp of the Administration of Medicine Policy. The purpose 

of this particular policy is to ensure that all students medical needs are known, understood and 

appropriate provision is put in place to allow them to fully access school life. Where students 

require medication to be taken on school site, the policy ensures that this is done in a safe manner 

by trained members of staff. In order to make certain this policy meets national standards and is 

‘fit for purpose’ I have made some changes that parents and carers will need to be aware of.  

Firstly, medicines should only be brought to school if it is detrimental to your child’s health not to 

have the medicine during the school day. If a prescription requires three doses per day these 

should be administered before school, after school and before bed. There is no need for one of 

these doses to be administered in school. Where a prescribed medication needs to be taken               

4 times per day then the second dose can be delivered by school staff. Written parental consent 

is required for any medication that will be administered by school staff. If your child is prescribed 

a medication that requires school to administer one of the doses then you will need to complete 

a consent form and, in all cases where this is a long-term arrangement, a health Care Plan (HCP) 

will also be completed.   

Secondly, school should not be administering Calpol or any other non-prescription painkilling 

medication to students. I am aware that this school has provided Calpol to students in the past if 

they have felt unwell and parents have provided verbal consent. This will no longer be the case. 

If a student takes a dose of Calpol or other painkilling medicine before school this should be 

adequate to last the whole day.  

Finally, if your child requires emergency medication (perhaps due to an allergy or asthma) then 

a Health Care Plan should be developed between home and school. This will clearly state your 

child’s medical needs, symptoms, a description of what constitutes an emergency and the action 

to be taken if/when this occurs.  

By adopting this updated policy, the school will be following all national and local guidance in 

relation to supporting students with medical needs. I understand that some of these changes may 

be confusing and, perhaps, seem to be unnecessary. I can assure you that it remains our 

absolute commitment to meet the medical needs of all our students in a safe and controlled 

manner. If your child needs to take medication on school site then you will be contacted within 

the next two weeks to complete the relevant paperwork.  If you have any questions about the 

new Administration of Medicines policy please feel free to contact me at the school.  

  

 

CARE AND SAFEGUARDING UPDATES 
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Mr Scott-Scarth, Head of Primary Department 

E: dean.scott-scarth@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

The staff and students of the Primary Department have enjoyed a monumental week, 

discovering the Fantasy as part of the Our Stories theme. Students have discussed a variety 

of authors and genre, culminating in a triumphant Wizard of Oz themed assembly. 

Students and staff arrived at school dressed as characters from the Wizard of Oz, inviting 

parents to take a trip to the Emerald City along the Yellow Brick Road. Along the way there 

were a number of Dorothy's, a multitude of Scarecrows, many Tin Men and a few cowardly 

Lions. 

Next week students will be engaged in discussion about Fantasy and have an introduction 

to Myths and Legends. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

PRIMARY DEPARTMENT UPDATES 
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Mr McVerry, Head of Primary Department 

E: anthony.mcverry@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

This week we are still working within our overarching theme of 'Our Stories',  we had a slight 

change in that our sub theme is now 'Fantasy', something our students love. They have been 

learning all about the different types of fantasy stories and this has been weaved throughout 

all of their lessons this week, and will continue to do so next week. 

Our assembly this week focused on the time year and was quite fitting in that we discussed 

the fact at this time of year people are harvesting the food that has been grown over the 

Spring and Summer seasons, I linked this to our students and reminded them that they have 

time to grow into whatever they want to be and that from something so small, big ideas can 

grow.  

Within school it has been a busy week, with our Key Stage 3 classes continuing their learning 

on and offsite with classes going to visit our two museums in Liverpool City Centre to 

reinforce their learning. Our Key Stage 4 classes have been learning about the body and 

again been focusing their visits out on the development of life skills, linking it to their 

accredited learning.  In Key Stage 5, the focus has been on independent living and also 

meeting with Lisa Kirkham our Careers Adviser to discuss their plans for the future. All of our 

year 14 and 13 pupils’ have met with Lisa over the last couple of weeks. 

I would also like to let you know about our Careers Fair that will be taking place on the 

morning of Thursday 9th November 2017. This will be open to all pupils and parents from 

pupils in Year 9 to 14. We will allocate time slots for year groups and this will be published 

in the Newsletter in the coming weeks. So far we have the following colleges and providers 

attending: 

Greenbank College 

Knowsley College 

City of Liverpool College 

Hugh Baird 

Myerscough 

Activate Arts 

Representative from Travel Training 

It will be a very useful event and if you require any further information in the meantime, please 

do not hesitate to contact me. 

Lastly, I would like to thank and acknowledge the hard work of the staff in the past 4 weeks, 

the pupils are loving the department and are happy to be in school. It has been a great 4 

weeks so far! Have a great weekend everyone.   

  

  

 

SECONDARY DEPARTMENT UPDATES 
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Mr Andrew Cocklin, Head of Finance and Operations 

E: Andrew.cocklin@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

As I come to the end of my first school month at Abbot’s Lea it is a time of reflection. 

It has been a hugely enjoyable time, I have felt welcome from the start and I already feel part 

of the Abbots’ Lea family.  

It’s such a positive environment to work in and seeing the pupils around the school is a 

wonderful, daily reminder of who we are all working for. 

I am under no illusions as to the scale of my role. Every pupil who walks through those doors 

each day deserves the best. Whether it be in terms of the classrooms they learn in, the 

outside areas they play in or the school hall where they socialise and share meal times 

together; Abbot’s Lea should always be striving to go that step further for all of our pupils. 

Staff as well need the right support, resources and environment to enable them to give all 

pupils the best start in life that they can possibly have; from what I have seen so far the pupils 

could not be in better or safer hands. 

Over the summer a significant amount of work was undertaken on the school site but that 

should just be the start. There will always be financial constraints but it's my responsibility to 

look for other funding sources so that the speed of progress doesn't slow. 

And thank you to all those parents and carers that I have already spoken to over the phone 

or met in person. Interaction with parents and carers is so important as it allows us to 

understand what issues or concerns you may have but also to hopefully give you the 

confidence that we will do our best to resolve them. 

A very positive September and I am looking forward to an even better October. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Andrew Cocklin, Head of Finance and Operations 

E: Andrew.cocklin@abbotsleaschool.co.uk  

 

  

  

SCHOOL BUSINESS SUPPORT DEPARTMENT 
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Mrs Michelle Griffiths, Head of HR 

E: michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

It’s nearing the end of the fourth week of term and time has flown. Setting up an HR function 

at the school is a big challenge I am excited to be part of.   

This week we have offered roles to 2 new teachers, one on a permanent basis and one as 

maternity leave cover who will join our 2 new Teaching Assistants who start in October.   

Our HLTA's are progressing with their professional qualification and after a session with their 

assessor next week should be heading for completion by November. Well done for all your 

hard work.  

Response to our staff survey has been exceptional and some actions have already been 

completed based on feedback. Other medium and long term plans are still being formulated 

but I am sure they will bring positive changes to the school.  

This week we have advertised for a KS5 pupil to take part in a work experience placement 

supporting kitchen and support staff during lunch breaks for pupils. This is a first step towards 

developing a programme of placements to enhance the employability of our pupils and gain 

recognised accreditation. Discussions have begun on how we can positively support 

apprenticeships within the school and more news on this will follow.  

Flu jabs for staff are planned in coming weeks. Hopefully this will help reduce the spread of 

the inevitable winter illness. Other wellbeing ideas are being assessed following survey 

feedback and will start in the next few weeks. 

I would like to close by thanking the staff and pupils at the school for making me feel so 

welcome at the school and answering my endless questions! 

 

 

 

  

  

 

SCHOOL BUSINESS SUPPORT DEPARTMENT 
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Early Years and Key Stage 1 
Key Stage Leader: Miss O’Neill 

 
Ireland Class 
 
This week everyone did fantastic homework and brought in objects beginning with the 's' 
sound. We have been looking for signs of Autumn and making Autumn pictures. We 
welcomed a new friend to class this week and everyone has been so kind to him, he has lots 
of friends already and we have all enjoyed his lovely "cups of tea!" 

 

Key Stage 2 
Key Stage Leader: Mrs Walker 

 
The children in KS2 have had another busy week! A hive of activity as we took our last look 

at the Wizard of Oz as well as making great use of our outdoor spaces as the weather finally 

took a turn for the better on Tuesday afternoon!! We explored the grounds on nature walks, 

used the outside space for PE and games - and upper KS2 learnt the sport of hockey guided 

by Ms. Murphy! Friday is our themed Wizard of Oz Day as we finish this text, next week we 

move on to Traditional Tales with a twist ..! 

Italy Class  

This week have been reading the story The Wizard of Oz. The pupils have all enjoyed 

learning about the characters from the story. On Monday we continued with our topic Light 

for Science. We found out how to keep safe in the sun. On Tuesday we braved the weather 

and went on the playground for our PE lesson. On Wednesday we went shopping to Aldi to 

buy some fruit for our Food Technology lesson on Thursday. All the boys were very sensible 

while out in the community. We all did fantastic taking turns with pushing the trolley, holding 

the shopping list and finding the fruit. Well Done Italy! 

Spain Class  

Have had another good week and enjoyed learning about The Wizard of Oz. The children 

enjoyed re-enacting the story using props and have shown their creative talents by painting 

miniature versions of the Tin Man, making melted Witch biscuits and green slime! In maths, 

the children have solved addition and subtraction problems and enjoyed classifying exotic 

animals and sea creatures in Science. We have all been impressed with the children's 

resilience towards challenges and have continued to gain Class Dojo's for making the right 

choices. 

Canada Class 

What a fantastic week!  On Monday we went to visit Hale village to find out about the giant 

who once lived there, John Middleton. We saw his cottage, where he is buried and his 

ginormous statue. On Tuesday we read about another giant; the one at the top of the 

beanstalk! We have been acting out the story of Jack and the Beanstalk using the stick 

puppets and have done some fantastic writing including some amazing adjectives. In maths 

this week we have been learning how to use the greater than and less than symbols by 

playing Pac-Man. Brilliant work Canada!  

 

 

  

  

  

DEPARTMENTAL NEWS AND UPDATES 
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Brazil Class  

Have been hands on this week learning all about the digestive system in science. We loved 

creating "stomachs" from plastic bags and "intestines" from tights! Great fun and lots of mess! 

We have been working very hard on our social skills too; thinking about what makes a good 

friend and how we can be better friends; some lovely ideas now to put them into practice. 

In PE we practised working as a team in hockey dribbling, passing and congratulating each 

other. Well done everyone.   

Portugal Class 

This week we read the traditional tale 'Goldilocks and the Three Bears'. We role played the 

story and played a Goldilocks 'snakes and ladders' game to practise our counting. In our 

Finger Gym lesson we practised writing our letters beautifully in a colourful oat mixture. 

Hopefully our porridge mixture was 'just right' for Goldilocks! 

  

Key Stage 3 
Key Stage Leader: Mr Mason 

 
Botswana Class 
 
Botswana class visited the Museum of Liverpool. The class enjoyed looking around the 
interactive displays about our city. The emphasis was on World War 2, however, we learnt 
about many other things and finished off with a drink in the cafe. 
 
 
Madagascar Class 
 
 This week we have worked really hard and all contributed well in our lessons. A few 
highlights include the investigation we conducted in Science to see if a fizzy drink weighs 
more than a non-fizzy drink. This has been as a result of our learning about the weight of 
different gases. We have continued to read Dairy of a Wimpy Kid in our English lessons and 
have learnt how to use possessive apostrophes! In line with our Fantasy theme this week 
the children have enjoyed looking at Japanese Anime in their Art lessons and all did very 
well at replicating them and drawing their own versions.  

 
Mozambique Class 
 
This week in English we've been reading a chapter of David Walliam’s Ratburger in each 
English lesson followed by either a comprehension or a writing activity. In Maths we did 
column addition and we have been challenging ourselves in doing addition with carrying over 
with two digits and even three digits! In MFL language lessons we've been learning Spanish 
and we've learnt the different colours this week. In Geography we have been finding out key 
information about countries in Europe. We also learnt lots in History, Music and PE!  

 

DEPARTMENTAL NEWS AND UPDATES 
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Malawi Class 
 
 We enjoyed a science lesson, our lesson, focused on the topic (states of matter). Our 
experiment involved making our own ‘clouds.’ This was a practical experiment to 
demonstrate the different stages of particles changing from solids, liquids to gas. 

    
Seychelles Class 
 
We have continued looking at different states of matter- we really enjoyed melting chocolate 
and playing games. In Geography we explored the homeland of Roald Dahl, made our own 
flags and completed jigsaw puzzles of the Welsh flag- that was a little tricky! In English, we 
looked at another great author, Jeff Kinney, and had fun working as part of a team to solve 
giant puzzles. We had a chill out session during P.E. when we tried some simple Yoga poses 
and had fun practising meditation- it was really good for our control and balance! We are 
looking forward to exploring our Art topic next week.   

 

 

Key Stage 4 
Key Stage Leader: Miss Dallas 

There has been lots of exciting things going on in KS4 this week.  Pupils have been working 
hard and getting very creative!  

Christmas Island Class  

for the theme of "Our Stories", have been creating mixed media illustrations using water 
colour paints and drawing ink inspired by Quentin Blake (the illustrator of Roald Dhal’s 
novels!) they are looking FAB! When they are finished, we are planning on making a wall 
display for the rest of the KS4 Department!  

Australia Class  

We have been thinking big and dreaming big! As part of our ‘dream big’ project we set our 
own goals and talked about our aspirations.  The students also produced some beautiful 
dream catchers!  

Papua New Guinea Class 

This week have been carrying on with Alice in Wonderland writing about our own 

wonderlands using different stylistic techniques and created accompanying illustrations 

using Paint 3D. In Science we have been studying the respiratory system and conducted an 

experiment to find out our own lung capacity.  We visited Dobbie’s Garden Centre to research 

garden tools for our horticulture qualification.  

 

 

  

  

  

 

DEPARTMENTAL NEWS AND UPDATES 
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Samoa Class 

Have been learning about homophones in English, pupils have worked really well both in 

groups and individually. In history we have made a 'Wanted' Poster for Robin Hood. We tea 

stained pages and ripped the edges on our posters to make them look really old before they 

go on display (on trees in Sherwood Forest!). We have been learning about capital 

punishment in citizenship and watched a great film which really secured pupils 

understanding. We will go on to debate the arguments for and against capital punishment 

next week. For our life skills trip today, we went out to Dobbie’s. Pupils walked around 

independently to find the prices of garden tools and completed their worksheet. We 

purchased seeds for our horticulture qualification and 2 class plants. The highlight of the trip 

was finding a Venus Fly trap which we had coincidentally been learning about last week! We 

managed to secure it for 54p! Great bargaining Samoa class! Excellent behaviour and a 

credit to Abbots Lea. 

 

Key Stage 5 

Key Stage Leader: Mr Davenport 
 

Fiji Class 

 Has planned a trip to the World Museum using public transport. After planning the trip the 

class put the plan into practice and had an enjoyable day in the City Centre. The class has 

had a productive and enjoyable trip to the gym in Wavertree using the bus. 

 

New Zealand Class 

They are busy writing their children's stories and planning for an Enterprise at Halloween! 

They went into Liverpool this week on public transport to go to the gym and then bought their 

lunch in the food court. Students are getting more confident on the bus and will look at getting 

more independent in the community. Students have been writing their CV's this week. 

 

Both classes have been speaking to our Careers Advisor over future options. If any parents 

would like to discuss careers with her please get in touch. 

 

Fact of the week:  

6,000 people have accidents involving their trousers that puts them into casualty each year. 

In some cases trousers have killed people, but your chances of this happening are 3,000,000 

to 1. Unfortunately that is 4 times more likely of happening than winning the £155 million 

  

  

  

 

DEPARTMENTAL NEWS AND UPDATES 
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Early Years and Key Stage One 

  

Class Student of the Week 

Ireland Conor Thompson  

Key Stage Two 

  

Class Student of the Week 

Peru Mohamed Djerboua 

Portugal Martin Bell 

USA Nathaniel Brady  

Brazil Rhys Clarke  

France  Imam 

Canada Lewis Woods  

Spain Jack Woods 

Italy Charlie Kaczmarek  

Key Stage Three 

  

Class Student of the Week 

Madagascar Lewis Byrne  

Seychelles Rhys Edmonds- Ali  

Cape Verde Tom Linton  

Botswana Spencer Sandison  

Mozambique Charlie Jackson  

Malawi Sol Sweeney  

Kenya Nathan Green  

Key Stage Four 

  

Class Student of the Week 

Australia Joslin McGrath  

Papua New Guinea Sean Sweeney  

Samoa Alexander Firth  

Christmas Island  Dan Kotas 

Key Stage Five 

Class Student of the Week 

New Zealand Brian Tidmarsh  

Fiji Jay Wagner  

STUDENTS OF WEEK 4 
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WEEK 4 IN PICTURES 
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TERM 1 (35 DAYS) 

Staff Training:  Monday 4 September 2017 

Term starts on:  Tuesday 5 September 2017 

Term ends on:  Friday 20 October 2017   

October Holiday: Monday 23 October 2017 to Friday 27 October 2017  

Term 2 (39 days) 

Term starts on:  Monday 30 October 2017   

Term ends on:  Thursday 21 December 2017 (finishing at 13:30) 

Christmas Holiday: Monday 25 December 2017 to Friday 5 January 2018 

TERM 3 (25 DAYS) 

Staff Training:  Monday 8 January 2018   

Term starts on:  Tuesday 9 January 2018   

February Holiday: Monday 12 February 2018 to Friday 16 February 2018  

Term 4 (25 days) 

Term starts on:  Monday 19 February 2018  

Term ends on:  Friday 23 March 2018 (finishing at 13:30)  

Spring Holiday:  Monday 26 March 2018 to Friday 6 April 2018 

   (Good Friday – 30 March 2018; Easter Monday 2 April 2018) 

TERM 5 (34 DAYS 

Staff Training:  Monday 9 April 2018  

Term starts on:  Tuesday 10 April 2018 

Bank Holiday  Monday 7 May 2018   

Term ends on:  Friday 25 May 2018   

May Holiday:  Monday 28 May 2018 (Bank Holiday) to Friday 1 June 2018   

Term 6 (37 days) 

Term starts on:  Monday 4 June 2018 

Official leaving date: Friday 29 June 2018  

Term ends on:  Friday 20 July 2018 (finishing at 13:30)  

Staff Training:  Monday 23 July 2018 

Staff Training:   Tuesday, 24 July 2018  

  

 

  

  

  

 

TERM DATES 2017-2018 
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