Head’s Weekly Newsletter
Issue 4, 27 September 2019

Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Dear Students, Families, Colleagues and Friends
Welcome to today’s issue of the Head’s Weekly Newsletter.
I have a pleasure of including, over the coming few pages, a report summarising our students’
progress last year. I am delighted to showcase the overall quality of our outstanding provision
across the 3-19 age range – our students learn well, achieve brilliantly and manage to
overcome their challenges and difficulties in a way which is truly inspiring.
We have 100% of our leavers move on to meaningful destinations and none of them drop out
of education, employment of training upon finishing school – fantastic!
We never rest on our laurels though and, as we cherish all the successes, we also know those
individuals whose progress was weaker than we had hoped. The reasons behind that are
always complex and we know that many of the issues leading to such slower progress are
difficult to predict and manage.
We will therefore go out of our way this year to focus on the areas for further development, as
captured at the end of the report, namely:
1. Attendance – we will continue to strive to improve attendance rates and reduce
persistent absenteeism rates
2. Curriculum mapping – we will map out our holistic curriculum for 3-19 under ASD
Philosophy of Education and through that, identify opportunities for further improvement
of our offer to the students of all neurodiversity conditions and cognitive abilities and
social interests, including those whose needs present the greatest challenge to the
meaningful engagement in whole-class learning (SEMH)
3. Reading – we will implement SIL Reading Quality Mark Framework to further develop
reading across the school
4. Science – we will review the Science curriculum, with a view of improving it further
5. Employability – we will launch new qualifications to ensure greater readiness and take
up of Supported Internships next year.
These are not the only projects, of course, but areas we want to really focus on this year. We
hope you will all support us in our ongoing work with, and for, our brilliant students.
I wish you all a very nice autumnal weekend and look forward to seeing you all next week.
Kind regards
Mrs A. Hildrey
Headteacher
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Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Abbot’s Lea School
Progress and Attendance Report
2018 -19

Abbot’s Lea School
27 September 2019

Abbot’s Lea School caters for students age 3-19 with Autism, learning difficulties and a range of complex academic, social and personal
development needs.
During academic year 2018-19, the school had 152 students age 3-19; those were organised into the following learning cohorts:






Early Years and Key Stage 1
Key Stage 2
Key Stage 3
Key Stage 4
Key Stage 5, including Supported Internships

This report shows basic picture of the data sets related to the academic successes of our students.
Definitions:
 Substantial Progress – more than expected progress in relation to a student’s personal targets
 Strong Progress – progress that is in line with student’s personal targets
 Weak Progress – progress that is below a student’s personal targets
The school analysed the data captured in the context of the students’ population and self-assessed its provision as continually outstanding.
The report also highlights areas identified by me as requiring further exploration and development during the current academic year
2019-20. Any projects arising from such development work will be captured in the School Development Plan 2018-21 projects.

Anthony McVerry
Deputy Headteacher – Teaching and Learning
anthony.mcverry@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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WHOLE SCHOOL
Whole
School
Reading
Writing
Mathematics
Science
Attendance

Substantial
Progress

Strong
Progress

Weak
Progress

30%
32%
29%
43%

60%
57%
66%
40%

10%
11%
5%
17%

92.8%

PA

FSM
Sub Strong
18%
73%
22%
67%
23%
73%
33%
58%

EAL
Weak
9%
11%
4%
9%

Sub
31%
55%
38%
20%

Strong
61%
30%
54%
50%

Weak
8%
15%
8%
30%

Boys
Sub
24%
29%
33%
33%

Strong
64%
60%
62%
54%

Weak
12%
11%
5%
13%

Girls
Sub
40%
44%
34%
27%

Strong
52%
49%
66%
59%

Weak
8%
7%
0%
14%

LAC
Sub
17%
17%
67%
33%

20%

The picture overall shows very strong academic progress. Majority of students are making progress in line with their own personal
milestones, with many exceeding that expectation. The majority of students achieve this despite having complex learning needs.
Moreover, it is worth noting that the progress noted is sustained.
The areas identified as requiring further exploration and development over the coming year are:





Attendance and Persistent Absence
Reading
Science
Employability

As a result, The Leadership Team will continue to develop our engagement strategies, our holistic curriculum, and any interventions
aimed at ensuring highest quality ensuring sequential delivery of educational programmes to students age 3-19 across all phases.
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Strong
83%
83%
33%
34%

Weak
0%
0%
0%
33%

EARLY YEARS FOUNDATION STAGE (EYFS)
The four students in EYFS follow a statutory Early Years Foundation Stage Framework assessing their progress against Early Learning
Goals (ELG). The standards are broken down into:








Communication and Language
Physical Development
Personal, Social and Emotional Development
Literacy
Mathematics
Understanding of the World
Expressive Arts and Design

All of the students within the Abbot’s Lea School EYFS are currently working below the expected standard for their age due to their complex
learning needs. Despite that, all students have made progress throughout the year against their own personal milestones.
Prime Area
Communication +
Language
Listening & Attention
Understanding
Speaking
PSED
Self confidence
Feelings and
relationships
Physical
Moving
Self care

EA&D
Exploring
imaginative

% of students making
personalised progress

Progress within the
early learning goals

100%
100%
100%

50%
50%
50%

100%
100%

50%
25%

100%
100%

50%
50%

100%
100%

25%
50%

Specific Area

% of students making
personalised progress

Progress within the
early learning goals

Literacy
Reading
Writing

100%
100%

50%
0%

Maths
Numbers
S,S,M

100%
100%

25%
0%

UTW
People
The world
Tech

100%
100%
100%

0%
0%
0%

EA&D
Exploring
imaginative

100%
100%

25%
0%
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KEY STAGE 1 (KS1)
Key Stage 1
Reading
Writing
Mathematics
Science
Attendance

Substantial Strong
Progress
Progress
70%
80%
50%
40%
95.6%

20%
10%
40%
40%
PA

Weak
FSM
EAL
Boys
Progress Sub Strong Weak Sub
Strong Weak Sub Strong Weak
10%
80%
0%
20%
50%
50%
0%
63% 25%
12%
10%
80%
0%
20% 100%
0%
0%
75% 12.5% 12.5%
10%
60% 20%
20% 100%
0%
0%
63% 27%
0%
20%
40% 40%
20%
50%
50%
0%
25% 50%
25%

Girls
Sub
Strong Weak
100%
0%
0%
0%
100%
0%
0%
100%
0%
100%
0%
0%

10%

KEY STAGE 2 (KS2)
Key Stage 2
Reading
Writing
Mathematics
Science
Attendance

Substantial
Progress

Strong
Progress

Weak
Progress

24%
23%
41%
43%

68%
66%
52%
45%

8%
11%
7%
12%

94.5%

PA

FSM
Sub
15%
13%
23%
35%

Strong
77%
74%
70%
49%

Weak
8%
13%
7%
16%

EAL
Sub
50%
0%
0%
50%

Strong
50%
50%
50%
0%

Weak
0%
50%
50%
50%

Boys
Sub Strong
21%
70%
23%
65%
38%
53%
42%
45%

Weak
9%
12%
9%
13%

Girls
Sub
38%
25%
50%
38%

Strong
62%
75%
50%
71%

Weak
0%
0%
0%
0%

10%
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KEY STAGE 3 (KS3)
Key Stage 3

Substantial
Progress

Strong
Progress

Weak
Progress

Reading
Writing
Mathematics
Science

22%
32%
26%
30%

68%
62%
74%
52%

10%
6%
0%
18%

Attendance

93.1%

PA

FSM
Sub
11%
19%
19%
28%

Strong
81%
69%
81%
67%

Weak
8%
12%
0%
5%

EAL
Sub
14%
57%
38%
14%

Strong
86%
43%
62%
57%

Weak
0%
0%
0%
29%

Boys
Sub Strong
21%
67%
31%
62%
24%
66%
31%
53%

Weak
10%
7%
4%
6%

Boys
Sub Strong
18%
68%
30%
65%
25%
70%
22%
73%

Weak
12%
7%
0%
16%

Girls
Sub
25%
50%
38%
25%

Strong
75%
50%
62%
37.5%

Weak
0%
0%
0%
37.5%

Weak
14%
5%
5%
5%

Girls
Sub
28%
28%
15%
71%

Strong
57%
57%
85%
29%

Weak
15%
15%
0%
0%

16%

KEY STAGE 4 (KS4)
Key Stage 4
Reading
Writing
Mathematics
Science
Attendance

Substantial
Progress

Strong
Progress

Weak
Progress

22%
32%
25%
22%

68%
61%
71%
72%

10%
7%
4%
6%

89.9%

PA

FSM
Sub
14%
18%
14%
9%

Strong
86%
82%
86%
91%

Weak
0%
0%
0%
0%

EAL
Sub
22%
32%
25%
22%

Strong
68%
61%
71%
72%

30%

KEY STAGE 5 (KS5)
Key Stage 5
Reading
Writing
Mathematics
Attendance

Substantial Strong
Progress
Progress
53%
50%
44%
87.4%

33%
30%
46%
PA

Weak
Progress
14%
20%
10%

FSM
EAL 2 Students
Boys
Girls
Sub
Strong Weak Sub Strong Weak Sub Strong Weak Sub
22%
66%
22% 50%
0%
50% 20%
63%
17% 50%
33%
56%
11% 50%
0%
50% 30%
47%
23% 75%
44.5% 44.5% 11%
0% 100%
0%
43%
46%
11% 50%

Strong Weak
25%
25%
0%
25%
50%
0%

29%
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ACCREDITED LEARNING RESULTS
Level

Qualification

Percentage pass rate

Entry Level 2

English

100%

Entry Level 2

Mathematics

100%

Entry Level 2

ICT

100%

Entry Level 3

English

100%

Entry Level 3

Mathematics

100%

Level 1

English

20%

Level 1

Mathematics

0%

DESTINATIONS AND NEET FIGURES
Destination
College
Supported Internships
NEET (not in education, employment or training)

Percentage
48%
52%
0%

Girls
14%
0%
0%

Boys
86%
100%
0%

NEET
0
0
0
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2019-20 SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT PLAN
PRIORITY PROJECTS ARISING FROM THE DATA ANALYSIS
1.

Attendance – we will continue to strive to improve attendance rates and reduce persistent absenteeism rates

2.

Curriculum mapping – we will map out our holistic curriculum for 3-19 under ASD Philosophy of Education and through that, identify
opportunities for further improvement of our offer to the students of all neurodiversity conditions and cognitive abilities and social
interests, including those whose needs present the greatest challenge to the meaningful engagement in whole-class learning (SEMH)

3.

Reading – we will implement SIL Reading Quality Mark Framework to further develop reading across the school

4.

Science – we will review the Science curriculum, with a view of improving it. A deep look at the assessment mark books used in Key
Stage 3 and 4 will be analysed to see if it meets the criteria of the accredited learning and this will be brought in line with the learning
that is taking place

5.

Employability – we will launch new qualifications to ensure greater readiness and take up of Supported Internships next year
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Head’s
Weekly BODY
Newsletter
GOVERNING
Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’

CALL TO ACTION
Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Some of you may recall last year’s consultation on the possible changes
to our Admissions Policy, affecting in particular admission arrangements
to our Key Stage 5 provision.
As a result of the many unanswered questions at the end of the opinion
gathering exercise, the Governing Body has decided to extend our
enquiries to further consultation with the students, families, staff and the
commissioning local authorities.
This piece of work is tabled for the September – December 2019 period
of time.
I am therefore writing to ask that anyone wishing to contribute to the
collation of the various stakeholders’ views contacts Kim Adair, my PA to
put your name forward.
I hope that we will have a small group formed before the end of this half
term so that we can coordinate view-seeking efforts in November and
collate them before the end of the calendar year.
To reassure everyone and reiterate previous communication: our school
is a school maintained by the local authority. As such, we may not change
our admissions policy or criteria ourselves. This therefore is an informal,
rather than a formal consultation and as such, it is an exploration of
various scenarios related to the intake of students.
Please contact Kim Adair if you wish to join the working group:
kim.adair@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

THE ISABELLA TRUST
Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’
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THE SOUTH LIVERPOOL FOOD BANK
Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’

Page 12 of 31

ZONES OF REGULATION WORKSHOP
Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’
We use visual resources to identify how we are feeling. We assign our feelings into
one of four concrete coloured zones:
> The Red Zone is used to describe extremely heightened states of alertness and
intense emotions. A person may be elated or experiencing anger, rage, explosive
behaviour, devastation, or terror when in the Red Zone.
> The Yellow Zone is also used to describe a heightened state of alertness and
elevated emotions; however, one has more control when they are in the Yellow Zone.
A person may be experiencing stress, frustration, anxiety, excitement, silliness, the
wiggles, or nervousness when in the Yellow Zone.
> The Green Zone is used to describe a calm state of alertness. A person may be
described as happy, focused, content, or ready to learn when in the Green Zone. This
is the zone where optimal learning occurs.
> The Blue Zone is used to describe low states of alertness and down feelings such
as when one feels sad, tired, sick, or bored.
The students have each been supported to think about the things they can do for
themselves, or with others’ help, to return to a healthier place when they experience
emotions that prevent them from being ‘ready to learn’. What you might do when you
are sad may be different from what I would do, and that is what makes this approach
personal to every student.
Like many other schools, this approach to enable children and young people to
understand and manage their feelings and emotions has been extremely successful;
also a strategy that can be very easily applied at home, or in the community.

A workshop on Zones of Regulation will be available
to all families at Abbot’s Lea School on Friday 11
October 10:30 – 12:30. You can sign up to this workshop
either with our school reception, or by emailing:
bookings@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
“Life is 10% what happens to us and 90% how we react
to it.”
Charles Swindoll
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Deputy Headteacher
Mr McVerry, Deputy Headteacher
E: anthony.mcverry@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

I cannot believe how fast the weeks are going and how much has already happened this year.
I want to thank all of our students and families for everything you have done so far. I also think
it is important to acknowledge the work of the team in school so far. Thank you!
I want to thank in particular Miss O'Neill, Early Years and Key Stage One Leader for stepping
in to deliver the primary assembly this morning.
In the secondary assembly, we focused on e-safety, a vital skill needed and something we
need to cover and revisit regularly. We live in an advanced world and our students know so
much more than we do with regards to cyber.
We, as educators, have to try and stay ahead and look at how we all keep ourselves safe and
then share it with the students.
I am looking forward to next week, as I will be meeting with a member of the Careers Hub.
I will be discussing how we can develop what we already have in place and how we can
continue to learn to develop new services to support students across the City Region. This
work will enable our young people to get the best out of their careers education and secure
the best possible job outcomes for life.
Key Stage Leaders and I will also be meeting the staff from School Improvement Liverpool
next week to quality assure and further enhance our curriculum. I am looking forward to this
as we want our curriculum to be ahead of the game, first class, unique and engaging.
Have a great weekend.
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Care and Safeguarding
Ms Alison Twomey, Head of Care and Safeguarding
E: Alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

As another week of worldwide politics draws to a close, we could be forgiven for losing all faith
in the politicians’ promotion of the Fundamental British Values of democracy and rule of law.
The political situation is of concern to most, yet, if you look closely enough, there is indeed
hope.
The reason to remain cheerful is almost always demonstrated by the actions of our children
and young people. In particular, I am referring to a 16-year-old Swedish activist called Greta
Thunberg who is reminding us all that one person, even a child, can indeed change the world.
Greta has Asperger Syndrome and she sees her condition not as a disability but as a gift to
assist her on her extraordinary journey into the political world. She calls it her ‘superpower’. In
August 2018, aged 15, Greta began a solo climate protest by striking from school. Earlier this
week, a global strike drew at least 4 million people to the streets demonstrating the huge
impact Greta has had on public awareness in such a short time.
Unfortunately, (but predictably) Greta is having to endure relentless personal attacks in the
media and on twitter. She has been called ‘mentally ill’, ‘fame-seeking’ and much, much worse.
Despite this, Greta continues to act beyond her years and respond with the calm authority of
someone who knows that they are on the right side of history. On Wednesday she wrote “As
you may have noticed, the haters are as active as ever - going after me, my looks, my clothes,
my behaviour and my differences.... don’t waste your time giving them any attention”. And that
is the world we are currently living in. A world where furious adults type derogatory comments
about a child into their mobile phones spewing hatred and relating a neurodevelopmental
condition to serious mental illness. A world where even The President of America seemingly
mocked her emotional address to the UN by tweeting, “she seems like a very happy young
girl looking forward to a bright and wonderful future”. It must be difficult to know how to respond
to so many personal attacks when you are still just a child, right? Actually, no. Greta simply
changed her twitter profile from: “16-year-old climate activist with Asperger’s” to: “A very happy
young girl looking forward to a bright and wonderful future”.
This is certainly not the first time that young people are becoming more politicised but for it to
happen at a time when our actual political leaders appear to be failing so badly is a true beacon
of hope. There have been many discussions about how to get more young people interested
in politics and the world around them. Lowering the age of voting to 16 from 18 has often been
suggested as one method of engaging young people in political discourse. The counter
argument has always been that 16 is too young and a ‘child’ can’t have the understanding or
comprehension of difficult political processes. I believe that, in Greta Thunberg, we have a
perfect example of how young people can not only understand the complex issues facing
society today but are actually better able to conduct themselves in a mature and appropriate
manner on the world stage. I wish Greta Thunberg all the luck in the world. Not only is she an
outstanding role model for all young people, she is demonstrating to a worldwide audience
that someone with Asperger’s Syndrome is not limited in any way by their ‘condition’. This will
undoubtedly have a positive impact on public awareness and understanding of neurodiversity
and that may turn out to be Greta’s greatest gift of all.
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Autism Research and Development
Ms Micah Grimshaw, Head of Autism Research and Development
E: micah.grimshaw@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

I want to use my article this week to share with families an approach that we have been using
very successfully at Abbot’s Lea School: The Zones of Regulation (or Zones for short). Some
families will have heard me speak about this approach before; others may have seen mentions
via previous newsletters or social media. The Zones of Regulation provides us with a
framework to foster self-regulation and emotional control, leading to greater independence in
managing own emotions and behaviour.
Self-regulation is something that we all continually work on, even when we are not aware of
it. Take a moment to think about the various things you do to regulate yourself when you are
feeling tired, frustrated, anxious, and so on. The ability to self-regulate comes naturally for
some, but for others it is a skill that needs to be taught.
When we teach Zones at Abbot’s Lea School, we acknowledge with students that it can be
entirely appropriate to feel negative emotions. Each of us will experience trying circumstances
each day, but how we respond to the emotions is what matters.
We use visual resources to identify how we are feeling into one of four concrete coloured
zones:
> The Red Zone is used to describe extremely heightened states of alertness and intense
emotions. A person may be elated or experiencing anger, rage, explosive behaviour,
devastation, or terror when in the Red Zone.
> The Yellow Zone is also used to describe a heightened state of alertness and elevated
emotions; however, one has more control when they are in the Yellow Zone. A person may
be experiencing stress, frustration, anxiety, excitement, silliness, the wiggles, or nervousness
when in the Yellow Zone.
> The Green Zone is used to describe a calm state of alertness. A person may be described
as happy, focused, content, or ready to learn when in the Green Zone. This is the zone where
optimal learning occurs.
> The Blue Zone is used to describe low states of alertness and down feelings such as when
one feels sad, tired, sick, or bored.
The students have each been supported to think about the things they can do for themselves,
or with others’ help, to return to a healthier place when they experience emotions that prevent
them from being ‘ready to learn’. What you might do when you are sad may be different from
what I would do, and that is what makes this approach personal to every student.
Like many other schools, this approach to enable children and young people to understand
and manage their feelings and emotions has been extremely successful; also a strategy that
can be very easily applied at home, or in the community.
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School Business Support
Mrs Michelle Griffiths, Head of HR
E: michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

This week we welcomed 4 LJMU students on placement with us. Students were here to
observe teaching and learning in an SEN setting as part of their course. Placements in schools
like ours are immensely valuable to students and we are proud to be able to share our skills
and knowledge with future teachers.
I would like to congratulate Mr Bijster on his successful appointment to the role of HLTA. Mr
Bijster will be joining Botswana class temporarily to cover Miss Edwards during a period of
planned absence. This change will take effect after half term.

Mr Andrew Cocklin, Head of Finance and Operations
E: andrew.cocklin@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Another busy week at school.
We had fencing going up to add additional safety to the old allotment area and some
exploratory work has begun on The House, parts of which have been leaking and causing
damp. Hopefully it’s nothing major, but given the age of the building its better to be safe than
sorry.
On a different note, it’s really positive to see the way that all the new members of staff who
joined us at the start of September have settled in so well. They all bring different qualities
with them, which all go to further enhance the amazing group of staff that we have working
here. Welcome to the team!
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Job Coach
Ms Claire Caddick, Job Coach
E: Claire.caddick@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

The absolute highlight of my week was Monday. The interns were invited by Regenda housing
to visit their Fleetwood offices. Steve Newsham a Director at the Regenda group, met us at a
famous beach hut and treated us to ice cream to start off our day.
The aim of the day was to see the projects and people of Fleetwood in order for us to realise
just how important regeneration is to areas like this. Regenda are doing similar work in
Liverpool, it was explained to us about the decline in economy in Fleetwood and how small
coastal towns and the community really struggle especially when tourist numbers are
consistently declining.
The Fleetwood museum which is run by volunteers, opened especially for us and gave us a
snap shot of what the town used to be like and the industries that provided the majority of the
jobs. My favourite part of the day, was visiting Flakefleet Primary School. Schools as you
know, are mostly measured on their academic results and learning standards. Flakefleet's
Primary School most important benchmark is happiness, and they have even won the national
happiness award. You may have heard of this school as in April this year, they achieved the
golden buzzer on Britain's got talent which catapulted them into the lime light and a helicopter
visit from David Walliams.
I was fascinated and impressed with their Headteacher, Mr McPartlin who pioneers the
school’s ethos of 'dare to dream'. He explained to us that in assembly one day, a child told
him that their dream was to write a Christmas song. Mr McPartlin grabbed this with both hands
and attempted to beat Arianna Grande to the 2018 Christmas number one and at one point
they were 5th in the Charts! Later in 2019 another child wanted to audition for Britain’s Got
Talent, and the school bravely put together a group and made it to the semi-finals. 'Dare to
Dream' paid off for those children and I am positive that it will pay off for the interns too
They have taken risks. They have come out of their comfort zones to achieve something they
previously thought was unobtainable to them. When we are riddled with anxiety, fear and
doubt it is difficult to hope and to dream but we can find motivation in the old saying ‘feel the
fear and do it anyway'. We all have our wobbly days, weeks and months and being brave can
be unimaginable when there are huge barriers ahead of you and baggage behind you but let’s
look at and be inspired by the successes of others around us. In my wardrobe at home I have
placed a poster internally on the door and it reads ' If you want to achieve something you've
never had, you must be willing to do something you've never done'' this quote has never let
me down and has helped me to be brave several times in my life when faced with challenge.
I realise my newsletter piece went 'deep' this week! The message resonated with me on a
personal and professional level.
Have a great weekend and dream big!

Page 18 of 31

Key Stage News and Updates

Early Years and Key Stage 1
Key Stage Leader: Miss O’Neill
Maria.O’Neill@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Everyone had a wonderful time at our Royal Ball on Tuesday. We read our favourite fairy-tale
stories, composed music, followed instructions to decorate a royal cake, created fabulous
shoes and practiced our number skills with 'higher or lower' using the giant cards.
Ireland Class
This week we continued our story of Cinderella, we can remember the characters names and
what happened in the story. For our trip this week we went to our local park, we spotted lots
of cars, buildings and people on the way as we drove through our local area. At the park we
played with our friends and developed our gross motor skills by climbing, pulling ourselves up
and swinging across equipment. We practiced what we have learnt about being safe and
stayed within the park area. When it was time to go everyone followed instructions and got
back to the bus safely. We were very impressed. Our extra activities this week included
following Joe Wicks and his fitness routine as part of 'School fitness week' and on Thursday
we had fun singing in the hall as part of BBC's music day.
Have a lovely weekend.
Wales Class
We have had another wonderful week in Wales class. On Monday we looked at clues to our
new story and guessed it was Cinderella! We read the story together and prepared for our
special Cinderella’s Ball on Tuesday. We really loved all the activities at the ball including
decorating cakes, shoes and masks, solving puzzles and using the Apple Rock Band
equipment. In the afternoon we really enjoyed watching the film with the rest of the primary
department. We have been using the Chatta App to retell and sequence the story and for lots
of speaking and listening activities. In maths we have been completing lots of addition activities
using Lego, play dough and water beads. On Wednesday we joined in with the primary
department for ‘The Body Coach Live’ and Thursday was BBC music day! We went into the
hall for an afternoon of singing and music making. What an action packed week! Have a lovely
weekend everybody.

Page 19 of 31

Key Stage 2
Key Stage Leader: Mrs Lisa Walker
Lisa.Walker@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Key Stage 2 have had a fun filled week of learning this week. On Tuesday we participated in
a range of activities during The Fairy Tale Ball, on Wednesday we participated in National
Fitness Day and on Thursday we celebrated BBC Make Music Day by a group performance
in the hall. Very well done Key Stage 2 - you are amazing!
Next Friday 4th October is our Harvest Assembly, we would love to see you at 09.30. If you
would like to donate any items to the food bank appeal we are collecting all week.
Portugal Class
We have had a very busy week this week in Portugal Class! We have continued looking at our
theme of Twisted Tales, this week focusing on Cinderella! We enjoyed reading 'Seriously,
Cinderella Is So Annoying' - the story told by the wicked stepmother! We found it really funny!
We also took part in the Primary Ball, inspired by Cinderella! It was lots of fun and we enjoyed
all of the activities!
On Wednesday, we took part in Fitness Day, with a work out video with Joe Wickes and then
a very exciting PE lesson!
On Thursday, it was BBC Music Day and we all took part in a special singing assembly in the
hall!
A very busy, but enjoyable week!
Have a lovely weekend!
USA Class
In Science this week we have continued to investigate Animals including Humans. Did you
know that there are three types of skeleton? Endoskeletons, exoskeletons ... and hydrostatic
skeletons! In maths we have continued our work on number with a focus on mental maths and
Number Bonds. Super work Class USA!
France Class
Another fantastic week in class France! On Monday we went on our first trip on the school
mini-bus to visit the Child of Hale. The pupils were all very sensible and well behaved, we're
all proud of them! On Tuesday we had a fantastic time at the Cinderella Ball, taking parts in
lots of activities and crafts. For Math they have all worked hard using their addition skills to
add different amounts of objects and numbers. For Geography we have continued learning
about our Local area by locating our school and other local places on a range of maps. As
part of our outdoor curriculum we are creating a range of different areas for extended learning
opportunities. If any of you have any old metal pans you could donate to our classroom it
would be greatly appreciated. We will be using them to create our own drums for our musical
outdoor area. France class team 🙂
Italy Class
This week Italy class had lots of fun at the Cinderella Ball. The pupils really enjoyed getting
dressed up and joining in with the celebrations. In Maths this week we have been adding
objects together and writing number sums. On Wednesday afternoon we went for a drive on
the minibus around our local area. Well done Italy class.
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Spain Class
The students in Spain class thoroughly enjoyed participating in the Curriculum Enhancement
Day activities and in particular, our Cinderella Ball. Everyone looked fabulous in their
costumes and worked hard to create their own crown and masquerade face mask. The
students have continued their learning of Twisted Tales and this week and focused on the
story of Prince Cinders. Well done everyone for all your hard work!
Canada Class
On Tuesday Canada class, along with the rest of the Primary Department, hosted and
attended the Cinderella Ball! We worked hard on Monday making some lovely decorations for
the hall and we made a ‘Pin the Slipper on Cinderella’ game for our stall. We then got dressed
in our smartest clothes for the ball on Tuesday, and we even had our very own Prince
Charming! We had lots of fun playing the party games and activities that each class had
organised, including story time with our very own Fairy God Mother (Miss Sims!) and we
enjoyed tucking into some delicious party foods! Later in the week continued our Science
lessons learning about the five senses. We all became Detectives and had to help a little girl
called ‘Ella’ find her lost Teddy Bear. We used all our senses to find the correct Bear, including
tasting a lemon – this got some really funny faces . For our food tech lesson this week we
focused on our pastry skills and made some delicious sausage rolls – yummy!!
Brazil Class
We've had a busy week in Class Brazil. On Tuesday we enjoyed getting dressed up to attend
Cinderella's Ball. We had lots fun playing all the different games and activities in the hall. We
also watched the movie Cinderella with some snacks. In Food Technology we designed and
made some delicious pizzas, which we took home. During Art we found that we have a class
full of artists. Students produced some beautiful still life paintings. In Science we looked at the
different food groups and the nutrients within them.
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Key Stage 3
Key Stage Leader: Mr Mason
Ryan.Mason@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Malawi Class
Malawi have this week begun a new topic in English; David Walliams! We've enjoyed reading
and hearing his stories as well as learning about the author himself. We were amazed at his
swimming for charity, but couldn't decide whether we'd rather try it ourselves or share a class
with one of his infamous 'World's Worst Children'!
In Science, we went cross-curricular with our next experiments into states of matter. Testing
the duration of melting chocolate at different temperatures, we didn't want to let anything go
to waste, so dipped some Food Tech (strawberries) into our Science lesson (melted
chocolate).
We kept it close to home in Geography and learned about the four countries that make up the
United Kingdom as well as the cities within them.
Cape Verde Class
Cape Verde have been busy this week designing and making their own pizza. We looked at
the illustrator Nick Sharratt and began writing about our homes. We looked at different houses
that we all live in. In life skills Cape Verde have been looking at money and budgeting. Cape
Verde have enjoyed using Numicon this week to help them with their addition. In History we
started to look at old fashioned toys and compared them to the ones we have. An excellent
week of learning. Well done.
Madagascar Class
It has been a busy week for Class Madagascar. As part of looking at the theme of 'our stories'
students have been looking at the author Roald Dahl. In English we have been looking at the
book Fantastic Mr Fox and exploring the text. As part of Art we have been looking at the
illustrator of the Roald Dahl books Quentin Blake and completing our own illustrations in that
style. In Food Technology we continued exploring food from around the British Isles and made
the dessert 'Eton Mess'.
Kenya Class
A great week for Kenya class! We have continued with the book 'James and the Giant Peach'
in English and we have talked about similes and how the writer uses them in his book. In Life
Skills, we created our own classroom rules and we made posters for display. We went for a
walk in the school's forest area to collect some leaves and draw them in our sketchbooks for
Art. On Thursday, we celebrated the European Day of Languages as a class. We tried food
from different countries and we learnt how to say 'hello' in different languages. Kenya class
had a very informative week and enjoyed their lessons. A very fun week!
Botswana Class
Another productive week in class. We have continued working on our sentence construction
in English and beginning to learn about long multiplication in Maths. In DT we have begun
making our evacuee suitcases made from shoeboxes!
Seychelles Class
This week in Seychelles we have explored letter writing in English and continue to practice
different strategies for subtraction in Maths. In food tech we designed and made our own
chocolate bars, and we enjoyed creating wrappers for them. In science we have explored
changes between States of matter and in History we have focused on the Battle of Britain.

Page 22 of 31

Key Stage 4
Key Stage Leader: Miss Dallas
Katie.Dallas@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Samoa Class
We read chapters of Frankenstein in English and wrote questions for our partners and got to
be the teachers by marking their answers!
We did doubling and halving in Maths and even played some doubling and halving games.
In history we learned more about Nazi Germany and did a research of the Aryan Race in ICT.
In PE we did circuit training to get our bodies fit and healthy (Even though i feel like my body
is going to collapse!)
In RE we've been following the story of Moses and the 10 plagues.
In Food Tech we are making sausage rolls.
In Citizenship we are learning about Capital Punishment.
And finally in Science we are talking about cells including sperm, red blood cells and many
more cells.
Gruesome fact: Only Miss Loughran would have survived Hitler's Aryan Race. We learnt that
people had to have blue eyes, blonde hair and pale skin!
Hope everyone have a great weekend and i will see you all next Monday!
By Kyle Peacock
Australia Class
Another busy week in class Australia. The students are really starting to develop their skills in
English, knowing and understanding the conventions of Fairy Tales and they have even begun
to write their own, we can't wait to share their wonderful work once the stories are
finished...watch this space.
In food tech this week, we made sandwiches with a variety of different flavours. The students
worked independently and enjoyed the results of their hard work, they also discussed what
flavour combinations would be good on a sandwich and what wouldn't taste nice.
In RE, we have been comparing some of the main aspects of different religions, this week we
looked at different places of worships including; Churches, Gurdwaras, Mosques and
Synagogues. Next week, we will be looking more in depth at the Hindu religion.
Papua New Guinea Class
This week in PNG we have continued with Alice in Wonderland. We imagined we were the
White Rabbit and wrote a letter to the Queen complaining of our house getting damaged by
her. In Maths we practiced sequencing numbers and looked at place value. In science we
continued with the topic of reproduction. In Cuppa New Guinea we did a customer satisfaction
survey and did some market research on additional items we are considering adding to our
menu. In PE we did the bleep test against Fiji class we were all out of breath after taking part!
Have a lovely weekend everyone!
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Key Stage 5
Leaders: Mr McVerry and Miss Caddick
Anthony.McVerry@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Claire.caddick@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Christmas Island Class
Hello, I'm Tom Mahon and I'm writing this week’s Christmas Island Newsletter.
We have been doing money maths this week, to help us for when we get jobs and go
shopping. We put our skills to the test by paying for the gym.
At the gym we either exercise on the machines or go swimming in the pool, we all work hard
and look forward to a nice sleep when we get home from school😴.
In our class this week we have also had a lovely student teacher, Miss Grimshaw with us. We
made her feel very welcome and we wish her luck on her degree.
We hope you all enjoyed reading this Newsletter, especially all our Mums and Dads.
Thank you for reading from Tom and everyone in class Christmas Island🎅🤶🎄 (It's only 89
days until Christmas so why not?)
New Zealand Class
It has been a very good week in New Zealand class.
In English we have done some more work on Ratburger which involved informal letters and
poetry and may I say that we all came up with some really good poems and we all enjoyed
the lesson.
In Maths we have done some more work on negative numbers and comparing numbers using
symbols and we all got on really well with that.
For our brand new enterprise we have started this healthy option thing called: Juice Zealand
and that involves making smoothies which contain fruit and we sell them to the staff and
students to try and see what they think, after they have tried our healthy smoothies they send
us a feedback form to tell us what they thought of the smoothies they had tasted and the
majority of the staff and students gave us positive feedback so we were all really proud of
ourselves but next week we will be looking to improve our smoothies and get even more
positive feedback from the students and staff.
Finally there is a football tournament happening today and KS4/5 are participating in this
thrilling tournament so we would like to wish them all the very best of luck and we hope things
go well for them in the tournament.
By Dylan Jones &
New Zealand Class 
Tasmania Class
WOW……our students have been working extremely hard this week. We have continued to
read Grandpa’s Great Escape and have concentrated on recognizing character analysis by
working in small groups and shared this with the class. We have also started to learn about
correlative conjunctions and how we can expand our sentences, we are going to be continuing
this next week. In maths we have been looking at fractional place values. We have also learnt
to use this to represent decimal numbers in picture forms and to put them in size order. Next
week we will use this skill to put decimal numbers on a number line.
We have been continuing with our employability work and looking at the skills that would be
required in lots of different employment. These skills include communication skills, selfmanagement skills, team working skills etc.
We have continued with our journey to and from the gym using public transport. The new
student members of our class our doing really well at this and are getting use to the bus stops
that we use.
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Photographs Week 4
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Students of the Week 4
EYFS/Key Stage One
Ireland

Lucas Rosenthal

Wales

Jamie Corkish
Key Stage Two

Portugal

Lotte

USA

Jacob Bennett

Brazil

Brandon Channell

France

Martin Bell

Canada

Brandon

Spain

Conor Thompson

Italy

Tyler Wilson
Key Stage Three

Madagascar

Nicholas Griffiths

Seychelles

Flynn Bligh

Cape Verde

Leighton McCall

Botswana

Tom Linton

Mozambique

Ruben Chipchase

Malawi

Nathanial Brady

Kenya

Shasiah Griffiths

Peru

Levi Burnett
Key Stage Four

Australia

Thomas Power

Papua New Guinea

Caitlin Cook

Samoa

Nathan Green

Fiji

Daniel Hurst
Key Stage Five

New Zealand

Luke Jones

Tasmania

Mathew Birnie

Christmas Island

Oliver Maxwell
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Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

