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Dear Students, Families, Colleagues and Friends, 

Welcome to the fifth issue of this year’s Head’s Weekly Newsletter. 

If like me, you are tuned into the phases of the Moon, you are likely to have spent last night 

not only tossing and turning but also feeling somewhat under “spell” of the magical powers 

this astronomical body appears to have on some of us. My experiences are, of course, 

merely my own and despite being quite a spiritual soul and feeling the effects of the full 

moon every single time it comes, I am probably even more pragmatic, firmly believing in 

being the master of my own destiny. 

I like feeling that I am obliged to take full responsibility for who I am, what I do and how I do 

it. Such a feeling of control gives me not only the obligation to take charge of my life but also 

does not allow me to point to external factors blaming them for my failures when things go 

wrong. It feels great to succeed and not so great to fail, but nonetheless, the joy of living 

prevails and the feeling of triumph when overcoming obstacles works out builds up respect 

for the life in general. 

I had a very interesting – let me re-phrase – inspiring impromptu meeting with some 6th Form 

students today. During this meeting, a very important issue was brought to my attention; to 

start with, with some immaturity and anger, soon followed by much deeper reflection and 

finally – my absolute favourite – a solution! The students spoke about the phrase I use a lot, 

and with no apologies as such, to sum up my vision for our school: I want Abbot’s Lea 

School to be the best special school in the world!  

The students shared with me some of their thoughts: on the one hand, they are here 

because of their Autism and most of them admitted they have grown to accept that they will 

live with Autism for the rest of their lives – it is not, after all, an illness or a condition one 

treats and leaves behind as such. On the other, they did not like the fact that they attend a 

special school. The word special, whilst for many of us embodies exceptional, unique and 

extraordinary, to some of them had a negative connotation and triggered memories of 

injustice, prejudice, discrimination and intolerance. 

They suggested that our motto of “the best special school” might be equally truthful, yet 

more acceptable to them, if it were to be changed to “the best specialist school”. GENIUS! 

As we are collectively in charge of our own destiny: We want Abbot’s Lea School to be the 

best specialist school in the world! 

With thanks and best wishes for the weekend, 
 
Mrs A Hildrey 
Headteacher 
  

Issue 5, 6 October 2017  
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Liverpool Parents and Carers Forum 

 

Wednesday 11 October 2017 

10am – 12:30/1pm 

We have an information session from the 

Disabled Children’s Team and The Transition Team 

Coming in to talk to us about both their services 

 

                                           

Pop in for a cuppa and a chat. 

This is your opportunity to meet the teams and ask 

questions. 

LivPaC 

c/o DCLP, 5 Shelmore Drive, Dingle, Liverpool L8 4YL 

 

Please book your place through Eventbrite on our Facebook page or by 

going to the website:- https://www.eventbrite.com/e/disabled-childrens-

team-and-transition-team-tickets-3825420636  

NOTICE BOARD 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjCtbCVudXWAhWCfxoKHRNlD70QjRwIBw&url=http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3548962/Now-children-young-FOUR-asked-choose-gender-start-school.html&psig=AOvVaw19bH-_a7XXgPd1myba8cgC&ust=1507154228751959
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiX-_6tudXWAhVFnRoKHcsxDgAQjRwIBw&url=http://www.dailymail.co.uk/femail/article-3605458/The-internet-freaking-algebra-textbook-picture-five-kids-holding-textbook-picture-it.html&psig=AOvVaw35NpkUYbuobrvEPFeRG3XT&ust=1507154280355270
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjls6qRvdXWAhURU1AKHU9xBpMQjRwIBw&url=http://www.newcollegeworcester.co.uk/&psig=AOvVaw0IoRcf6gbXykhgm3u95t3h&ust=1507155293695732
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Miss Alison Twomey, Head of Care and Safeguarding Department 

E: alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

Dear parents and carers 

I’m sure many of you have, like myself, spent some time this week thinking about the awful 

events that took place in Las Vegas on Monday. Trying to make sense of such inhumane and 

evil actions is not easy. The question of ‘why?’ is almost impossible to answer. Knowing how 

to explain such events to children and young people is hard. After all, these are events that 

make no sense to us as adults. We cannot comprehend that another human would seek to 

inflict such pain on others so trying to make sense of that to a child is a challenge. 

Unfortunately, terrorist events have become more frequent and we know that, sadly, there will 

be another incident somewhere in the future. Knowing how to respond to these incidents is 

important. At a time when the world may appear to be dangerous and unpredictable, children 

will look to their families and schools to reassure them that they are safe and no harm will 

come to them. Children may feel higher levels of anxiety because they have seen news reports 

or seen upsetting images in newspapers and magazines.  

So how should parents approach a conversation about terrorism? Firstly, allowing children to 

talk about their worries is important. It is crucial to make sure their concerns are heard and not 

dismissed. Once you know what they are worried about you can begin to help them 

understand. Listen carefully to their worries and fears and offer reassurance and comfort. Try 

to avoid complicated or worrying explanations that could be frightening and confusing. It’s 

important to remind children that they’re safe and surrounded by security. Thankfully, such 

events are still incredibly rare but children will need to be reminded about this.  

When talking to a child it is important to keep things simple. Using words such as sad, 

worrying, kind or brave is better than using adult language such as ‘awful’, ‘horrific’ or ‘terrible’. 

These words don’t translate with much meaning for children. 

It is also a good idea to show children the ‘positives’ that comes out of traumatic events. 

Showing children how people caught up in the event were trying to help and support is a great 

way to frame horror with heroes. Children are familiar with the concept of heroes and villains 

or goodies and baddies. Providing children with a narrative that they can connect with will 

enhance their confidence, sense of bravery and ability to problem solve. 

Finally, remember that children only feel as safe as they are led to believe they are by the 

adults around them. Simply reassuring children that they are safe, loved and cared for can 

make all the difference between an anxious child and a calm one. 

 

  

CARE AND SAFE GUARDING UPDATES 

mailto:alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Mr Scott-Scarth, Head of Primary Department 

E: dean.scott-scarth@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

The Primary Department have had a busy week, learning about Myths and Fantasy in Our 

Stories. Pupils have been engaged in a variety of activities to explore different books, different 

authors, discovering the style of books they like and maybe some that are not their favourite. 

The students have been a credit to us all with their happy and positive attitude.   

PRIMARY DEPARTMENT UPDATES 

mailto:dean.scott-scarth@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Mr McVerry, Head of Primary Department 

E: anthony.mcverry@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

It has been another busy, but exciting week in the Secondary Department this week, with lots 

of projects being planned and getting underway. 

The pupils have been enjoying the theme of Fantasy this week and have been engaging in all 

kinds of interesting activities across the curriculum. Staff have been busy engaging with 

parents regarding My Plans, and we do seek your input into these as it is important that we 

work together to support the targets that we set for our students. 

This week I had the opportunity to speak to someone who has strong links with Liverpool City 

Council and who is looking at supporting the school with Supported Internships, the idea is 

that our students would go and work within paid employment and gain qualifications of the job, 

but supported in a way that some other routes do not. I have a meeting within the next month, 

here at Abbot's Lea with the key drivers behind the project and hope to launch it from 

September 2018.  

I also had a meeting at Open Awards, who we are using as part of our accredited learning this 

week and had a really good conversation about the way in which education and the 

opportunities for our young people are developing. I was pointed in the direction of an article, 

the link of which is below, discussing the changes that will be taking place to apprenticeships 

in the future. The Department for Education is now going to allow pupils who achieve Entry 

Level 3 Functional Skills in English and Mathematics the chance to gain a place on supported 

apprenticeships in the future. I am pleased with this development as it will now allow all of our 

students more choice in the future, not just the option of going to college, but a more vocational 

route. I hope you find the article useful.  

https://www.preparingforadulthood.org.uk/downloads/education-health-and-care-

planning/updated-specification-of-apprenticeship-standards-for-england.htm 

We also had our first meeting this week with Careers Connect about all of our year 12 students 

going on work experience. We are currently in the planning stage, but the aim is to get all of 

our year 12 students out of school for a whole week in a supported environment and work 

place. We will be inviting all year 12 parents in for a meeting with Eilish from Careers Connect 

in December, I will send out an invitation closer to the time. 

Although Sky Sports Living for Sport has ended, I have also been in contact with our athlete 

mentors Jenna Downing and Neil Danns. We are planning a joint mentoring project with 

Bankview High School in the North of the City. The aim is to work with ten students from each 

school and then mix the groups up with pupils from each of the two schools. The project is 

going to be focused on the development of transferable skills that can be used in the world of 

work. Together the students will then design and run a sports festival in each school for the 

younger students. This is likely to be a Key Stage 4 project and we will provide more 

information after our first planning meeting next week, but a really exciting joint venture. 

SECONDARY DEPARTMENT UPDATES 

mailto:anthony.mcverry@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
https://www.preparingforadulthood.org.uk/downloads/education-health-and-care-planning/updated-specification-of-apprenticeship-standards-for-england.htm
https://www.preparingforadulthood.org.uk/downloads/education-health-and-care-planning/updated-specification-of-apprenticeship-standards-for-england.htm
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We also had our first Duke of Edinburgh meeting for staff this week and it was a productive 

meeting with Paul Riding from the project itself. A decision was made about how we will now 

structure our awards and the key points are below. 

1) Our Bronze award will only be offered to students in year 10 and above, with year 10 being 

the earliest starting point. 

2) Our Silver award in year 11 

3) We will be looking to offer the Gold award in Key Stage 5, this is still in the very early 

planning stage. 

4) Any pupil after year 10 who chooses to begin the project later will have the chance to do 

so. 

5) We are going to re-engage with the steering group of local schools to share best practices 

and resources. 

I would also like to invite all parents of students in years 10 and above to a parental meeting 

regarding the Duke of Edinburgh award on Friday 20th October at 10.30 am, straight after the 

Secondary department assembly. 
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Mr Andrew Cocklin, Head of Finance and Operations 

E: Andrew.cocklin@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

Another good week and we continue to move in the right direction. 

It's rewarding to see how well the pupils have embraced the new lunch arrangements. Seeing 

them all eating together, both school dinners, packed lunches and the social interaction that 

takes place is so positive to witness. 

Work continues on a daily basis to improve the site and to ensure it meets the needs of 

everyone who uses it. It will be a long process to get it to where we would like it to be, however, 

we have the right team of staff supporting this and we are all working towards the same vision.   

SCHOOL BUSINESS SUPPORT DEPARTMENT 

mailto:Andrew.cocklin@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Early Years and Key Stage 1 
Key Stage Leader: Miss O’Neill 

 
Ireland 
This week we have continued reading Goldilocks and the 3 bears. We made porridge and had 
an amazing teddy bear's picnic and even learnt the song "Today's the day the teddy bears 
have a picnic."  Lotte said "This is the best day ever!" and Alfie wanted to feed his porridge to 
his bear at the picnic! We have also continued our "wonderful weather" in Geography and the 
"Seasons" in Science by making Autumn leaves in fine motor activities, choosing appropriate 
clothes for the weather and sorting hot and cold objects. Once again everyone did fantastic 
weekend homework and brought in an object beginning with the sound "a" this week, we even 
had Anna from Frozen!! A very busy and fun week. 
 

 

Key Stage 2 
Key Stage Leader: Mrs Walker 

 
Key Stage 2 have been focussed on Literacy this week creating alternative endings and 

character descriptions for Our Stories with many beginning new texts! We have enjoyed 

speaking with many of you regarding My Plans this week and are looking forward to working 

towards the joint goals set! 

 

USA 

In USA this week we have been Scientists studying the importance of exercise, eating the 

correct amount of different types of food and hygiene! The class have completed a germ 

experiment tracking the germs on hands from the toilet to the classroom and beyond using 

hand-cream and glitter, we now know the importance of soap and water! In maths we have 

continued with calculations and in PHSE  Speak Out, Stay Safe we have learnt about our right 

to be safe wherever we are! We have also started a new narrative text The Tunnel by Anthony 

Browne and have been using our inference skills to find references to Traditional Tales! 

 

Peru Class  

Peru have had a really fun week reading alternative versions of traditional tales. We especially 

enjoyed ‘The Three Horrid Little Pigs’ and ‘Who’s at the Door’, where the crafty wolf dresses 

up in different disguises to try and trick the pigs. We have enjoyed dressing up in different 

outfits and trying to disguise ourselves.   

We have also been learning about each other’s families and it has been lovely seeing and 

talking about all the wonderful pictures everyone has brought in.   

We have also had some birthdays this week with lovely cakes!!!!!  

 

 

 

DEPARTMENTAL NEWS AND UPDATES 
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Italy Class 

Italy class have had another busy week in school. We have carried on with our theme 'The 

Wizard of Oz'. We have matched and talked about each character from the story and 

completed a description of them all. In Science we continued with our topic Light. We went in 

the sensory room and used the projector as a light source. We made shadow puppets using 

our characters from The Wizard of Oz. On Wednesday we started our PSHE topic PANTS. 

We met Pantosaurus he taught us how to stay safe and strong. On Thursday we did a taste 

session in food technology. We tasted food from our class country, Italy. Buon appetito ! 

Canada 

In Canada class we have had another great week and have worked so hard. In Science we 

have been learning about omnivores, carnivores and herbivores - remember the ‘om-nom-

nom- nivores’ eat everything! The pupils have been doing some writing about their favourite 

animals ready for our fantastic display. In English we have been continuing our work on Jack 

and the Beanstalk with some fantastic creative writing. We imagined what we would do if we 

had some magic beans and also wrote a letter to Jack pretending we were the Giant. It was 

great to see the pupils writing in role and imagining how the giant felt when Jack broke in! 

Continuing our Canada theme, we made delicious Canadian Pancakes and found out that 

originally the native Canadians called it Sinzibukwud. We loved exploring on Google Earth 

finding different places in Canada such as Lake Louise and Niagara Falls. Have a lovely 

weekend everyone!  

Brazil  

In Brazil class we have finished off work on The Wizard of Oz with some imaginative writing 

that has produced some fantastic alternative endings to this fantastic story. We practised 

sentence construction and punctuation to make our writing more interesting. In Maths we 

have been working on fractions of shapes and numbers. We are getting better at mental 

maths; halving numbers. In Science we made our own "eat well plate" and have talked about 

what makes for a healthy body. We have been talking about "life skills" too; earning Dojo 

points for becoming more independent and practising being a kind, polite member of class. 

Well done Brazil Class and keep up the hard work. 

 

Spain 

In Spain class we have had another excellent week and have enjoyed writing descriptions 

for characters from the Wizard of Oz. The children have worked tirelessly to use capital 

letters, finger spaces, full stops, adjectives and commas independently! In Maths the 

children have enjoyed solving number problems using their existing knowledge of number 

bonds. Throughout the term, the children have been learning how to meet and greet each 

other in French. This week, the children were able to hold down basic conversations with 

each other in French which was a delight to see. Well done, Spain class!   

 

 

 

 

DEPARTMENTMENTAL NEWS AND UPDATES 
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Key Stage 3 

Key Stage Leader: Mr Mason 

 
Cape Verde 

Cape Verde have been continuing to work really hard this week. Cape Verde have really 

enjoyed using the computers to create their own comic book strips! We have also been 

learning how to play bench ball in P.E and how to be a good team player.  

Madagascar 

Madagascar have worked very hard again this week and have enjoyed immersing themselves 

in the fantasy theme. They have completed comic strips in their Art lesson incorporating 

images from Japanese Anime. In Music, they listened to a range of music from fantasy films 

such as Harry Potter and enjoyed comparing the instruments used with those in other styles 

of music. In Science, the children conducted an experiment to see whether the carbon dioxide 

gas in fizzy drinks would make it weigh more than in a drink that had gone flat. They also 

enjoyed tasting the Lemon Fanta too! They also worked hard in English and Maths this week, 

using adjectives to make their writing sound more interesting and successfully completing 

2,3,4 or 5 column subtraction calculations.  

 
 

Key Stage 4 
Key Stage Leader: Miss Dallas 

 
Samoa 

Samoa class finished their Frankenstein book in English this week, they have produced a book 

review and even a film poster casting their favourite actors in lead roles! We have been 

working on column addition and subtraction in maths, building up to some tricky word problems 

- well done L Jones and G Murphy! We began to learn about equal rights in history and had a 

class debate about the advantages and disadvantages of capital punishment during history. 

Samoa class played a great game of basketball in PE - star player E McKiernan scoring lots 

of points!  

Samoa class are proving to be excellent scientists with T Reed blowing us all away with his 

knowledge of digestion. 

Finally, in life skills we walked to Tesco to purchase ingredients to make fifteens. ALL 

pupils tried really hard to follow instructions independently and enjoyed working in Abbot's 

Lea's new food tech room!  Another great week in Samoa! 

Papua New Guinea 

In Papua New Guinea this week we have been working on our persuasive writing skills. We 

have written a letter as the White Rabbit from Alice in Wonderland complaining about the 

damage Alice has caused to our home! In Food Technology we used our new cookery facilities 

and made delicious cookies. In Maths we have carried on studying Mean, Median, Mode and 

Range looking at different types of data. In Geography, we have been studying volcanoes of 

PNG. Well done for all your hard work! 

DEPARTMENTMENTAL NEWS AND UPDATES 
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Australia 

Whilst reading our text for this half term, Alice in Wonderland, we noticed that there is a 

character called the Lory.  As none of us knew what this was we did some research, only to 

find that the Lory is a bird native to Australia.  Our class name!   We have now made the Lory 

bird our class mascot and so used this as inspiration for a sensory project.  In a series of 

fantastic multi -sensory lessons, students made a giant Lory bird made from different 

materials.  This will look great in our classroom.   

 
 

Key Stage 5 

Key Stage Leader: Mr Davenport 
 

On Monday we are holding our 'Meet the team' morning so if you want to see the 6th form 

staff please come along on Monday morning at 9.30 till 10.30. 

George's random fact of the week: 

More people fall over and are injured by slipping on grapes on the London underground than 

banana skins. 

Fiji  

Fiji class have been busy in the kitchen practicing their recipe reading. They have been out 

and about practicing road safety and how to use a public bus. We have been reading David 

Walliams' "Grandpa's great escape" and have been looking at similes. The class are as bright 

as a button! 

New Zealand 

New Zealand class have been a bunch of Alan Sugar's, developing their entrepreneurial skills 

by designing products for sale. The class have been writing children's stories. The best so far 

is Jake's story about a bear that didn't give up! The class has also started reading the Lord of 

the Flies. Hopefully this will not lead to a class rebellion! 
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Early Years and Key Stage One 

  

Class Student of the Week 

Ireland Tyler Wilson 

Key Stage Two 

  

Class Student of the Week 

Peru Shasiah Griffiths  

Portugal Oliver Smale 

USA Alex Carey 

Brazil Leighton McCall  

France Sam Kelly 

Canada Brandon Channell 

Spain Anthony Woodward 

Italy Noah Lowe 

Key Stage Three 

  

Class Student of the Week 

Madagascar Paul Connor 

Seychelles Ciaran Phoenix  

Cape Verde Anthony Hammond 

Botswana Mai Hulligan 

Mozambique Brendan Toh 

Malawi Mya Summerskill 

Kenya Tommy Orisile 

Key Stage Four 

  

Class Student of the Week 

Australia Elliot Ko 

Papua New Guinea Luke Rigby 

Samoa Thomas Reed 

Christmas Island Jarule Browning 

Key Stage Five 

Class Student of the Week 

New Zealand Jake Barrigan 

Fiji Sam Billingsley 

STUDENTS OF  THE WEEK  
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WEEK 5 IN PICTURES 
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TERM 1 (35 DAYS)  

Staff Training:  Monday 4 September 2017 

Term starts on:  Tuesday 5 September 2017 

Term ends on:  Friday 20 October 2017   

October Holiday: Monday 23 October 2017 to Friday 27 October 2017  

Term 2 (39 days) 

Term starts on:  Monday 30 October 2017   

Term ends on:  Thursday 21 December 2017 (finishing at 13:30) 

Christmas Holiday: Monday 25 December 2017 to Friday 5 January 2018 

TERM 3 (25 DAYS) 

Staff Training:  Monday 8 January 2018   

Term starts on:  Tuesday 9 January 2018   

February Holiday: Monday 12 February 2018 to Friday 16 February 2018  

Term 4 (25 days) 

Term starts on:  Monday 19 February 2018  

Term ends on:  Friday 23 March 2018 (finishing at 13:30)  

Spring Holiday:  Monday 26 March 2018 to Friday 6 April 2018 

   (Good Friday – 30 March 2018; Easter Monday 2 April 2018) 

TERM 5 (34 DAYS 

Staff Training:  Monday 9 April 2018  

Term starts on:  Tuesday 10 April 2018 

Bank Holiday  Monday 7 May 2018   

Term ends on:  Friday 25 May 2018   

May Holiday:  Monday 28 May 2018 (Bank Holiday) to Friday 1 June 2018   

Term 6 (37 days) 

Term starts on:  Monday 4 June 2018 

Official leaving date: Friday 29 June 2018  

Term ends on:  Friday 20 July 2018 (finishing at 13:30)  

Staff Training:  Monday 23 July 2018 

Staff Training:   Tuesday, 24 July 2018  

  

TERM DATES 2017-2018 
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