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Dear Students, Families, Colleagues and Friends, 

Welcome to the penultimate issue of the first term’s Head’s Weekly Newsletter – I can hardly 

believe how quickly the time flies! 

I was inspired this week by the Secondary Department’s Assembly’s theme of Stereotypes. 

The issue is close to my heart – both professionally and personally. 

I am a firm believer in fairness. This value has been instilled in me, alongside many others, by 

my family and I have always aimed to uphold the principle of treating people fairly. Fairness 

to me is a concept of impartiality, lack of favouritism and objectivity. It is also total commitment 

to never discriminating others or presuming that some can and some cannot do certain jobs. 

I remember being asked many times since 1994 when I started my work in the field of special 

education as to “why” I chose the specialist rather than the mainstream route. My answer was 

always truthful and simple: “Because I seriously care about making the world              a better 

place”. 

The questions which followed in the many years since then, continue to be varied and, at 

times, put me in a “fighting” mode, as they were loaded with stereotypes. There was often a 

presumption of pity, sacrifice or some kind of special power or martyrdom associated with 

work within a specialist settings. To me – this stereotype grew more infuriating each time it 

surfaced and to me, could not be further from the truth: 

Schools are schools. All school are extremely special places for those within them. All staff 

within education care deeply and never stop thinking about the children they work with. It does 

takes a special person to teach. It also takes a special person to support learning. It takes a 

very special cleaner to clean schools or cook delicious school meals. I could go on… All 

children are, and should be special to us – this is a fundamental premise of education. We all 

have special talents. We all have a need for being treated as individuals. We certainly all have 

our difficulties, barriers, obstacles. We are all responsible for helping the next generation be 

better than the previous… That is education to me.  

My expectations are high and I think no less will suffice. There is no space for “limiting beliefs” 

of “it cannot be done” or “it cannot be achieved”. There are just different ways of getting there 

– and that is fair. 

With thanks and best wishes for the weekend, 
 
Mrs A Hildrey 
Headteacher 
  

Issue 6, 13 October 2017  
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Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Parents’ Meeting 

For parents of students in Year 10 and above 

Venue Abbot’s Lea School 

Date: Friday 20 October 2017 

Time: 10:30 am 

 

The session will be led by Paul Riding from the Duke of 

Edinburgh’s Award, with the aim of re-launching the 

award in Abbot’s Lea School and providing information 

about the benefits of taking part in the award. 

 

If you need any further information, please contact our 

Head of Secondary Mr. McVerry 

anthony.mcverry@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTICE BOARD 

mailto:anthony.mcverry@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Dates for Diary 

 

Next FAB meeting 

Friday 3rd November at 11am 

 Straight after coffee morning 

 

 

 

 

St Andrews Fundraiser Night 

Friday 17th November 2017 

 At 

 Victoria Memorial Hall Club, Garston. 

 Tickets available at School Reception with all proceeds going 

to Abbot’s Lea School Charity 

 

 

 

  

NOTICE BOARD 
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Miss Alison Twomey, Head of Care and Safeguarding Department 

E: alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

Dear parents and carers, 

At Abbot’s Lea School we recognise that attending school regularly and on time has a positive 

impact on learning, progress and therefore the best life chances for our students. By being 

here every day, students will develop their social skills such as making and keeping 

friendships. Excellent attendance and punctuality is the key for our student’s success. 

Therefore, we must ensure that attendance and punctuality are the highest they possibly can 

be in order to prepare our students for their future adult life. In line with the Government and 

Local Authority Guidelines, we expect all our students to maintain an attendance level of 97% 

and above. It is the responsibility of everyone in our school community – parents, staff, 

students and governors to ensure they achieve this. Therefore, we monitor and review the 

attendance of all our students constantly. We encourage excellent attendance and punctuality 

for all students, by offering an environment in which our students feel valued and part of the 

school community.  

Logically if students are not in school, they are not learning and thereby unlikely to fulfil their 

potential. The process of education is life long and we build on what we already know and 

therefore, if they miss school they are damaging their future. Each year there are 190 school 

days which leaves 175 days for holidays, shopping, birthday treats and non-urgent medical 

and dental appointments. Therefore the school is very unlikely to authorise absence for these 

reasons. Parents can receive a Penalty Notice from the Local Authority for taking their child 

on holiday during term time without consent from the school. From September 2013 these 

Notices now cost £60 per child per parent if paid within 21 days and £120 if paid between 22 

and 28 days.   

As mentioned earlier our School Attendance Target is 97% or above, therefore, if your 

son/daughter attends for at least 97% of one school year they will have had less than 6 days 

absence. Everyone is genuinely ill at some point and this may lead students to miss a day or 

two of school, which is permissible, but that should be a very rare occurrence. Attendance 

percentages are not like examination results; an attendance percentage needs to be in the 

high 90’s before it can be considered good.   

We will do everything possible to support parents and carers around excellent school 

attendance for their child. Please contact myself or Lisa Sharpe, Family Advisor, if you require 

extra help to ensure your child regularly attends school. 

CARE AND SAFE GUARDING UPDATES 

mailto:alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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School Attendance Targets 

 

In line with the Liverpool Attendance Strategy, launched during last academic year, 

we continue to work with the students, the families and the local authority’s Education 

Welfare Officers (EWO), to ensure that we have no persistent absenteeism at our 

school. 

Persistent absence (PA) from school is defined as 90% or below.  

There are 190 days a year that students are required, by law, to attend school. Missing 

19 days a year makes a student fall into such category, triggering involvement from 

the EWO. 

From the point of view of link between attendance and progress, there is clear 

evidence to show that missing as little as a week of school can have a detrimental 

impact on the progress over-time. 

We therefore aim for all students to be here every day and the minimum attendance 

we expect is 97% over the duration of the academic year.  

 

 

 

 

 

CARE AND SAFE GUARDING UPDATES 
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Mr Andrew Cocklin, Head of Finance and Operations 

E:Andrew.cocklin@abbotsleaschool.co 

After quite a busy start to the school year things are beginning to settle down. We are now in 

the process of reviewing the school site, both internally and externally, to formulate a plan as 

to how we can develop the school to best meet the needs of everyone who uses it, but most 

importantly the pupils. 

We will look at short, medium and long term priorities whilst always being conscious of the 

financial climate we are currently in. We welcome feedback and ideas from everyone involved 

with Abbot's Lea and the suggestions so far have been both practical and innovative from both 

staff and from some of the pupils whom I have spoken to. This open dialogue is key to ensure 

that everyone feels a part of the process, so if you do have any ideas please let me know. 

Feedback on the Family Room has been really positive and it has created a space where 

parents and carers can come to school and meet in a less formal environment. It also allows 

parents and carers a more private space to wait, when required, and I know that some of you 

have fed back your appreciation of this to the school. 

All pupils will be bringing home with them a form to complete in respect of contact details, 

medical information and permissions for photographs, video footage, internet access and 

educational visits. Although you may have provided this previously, it is important that we 

regularly request this information to ensure that all information held in respect of your child is 

as up to date as possible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCHOOL BUSINESS SUPPORT DEPARTMENT 



  
 

Page 7 of 19 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Michelle Griffiths, Head of HR 

E: michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

Another busy week for the school has seen staff receiving flu jabs on site in preparation for 

the winter outbreak. Thanks to all those involved for keeping things running smoothly. We are 

currently exploring other initiatives as part of our Wellbeing programme for next term such as 

cholesterol and diabetes testing. 

 

Our first Staff Forum took place this week and thanks to all staff and governors who attended 

for their positive contributions. We now have a number of suggestions and actions to take 

forward to improve school life for both students and staff. Meetings will continue once a term. 

New faces are always welcome. 

 

Some work has been done this week on exploring options to spend our Apprentice Levy. This 

provides a great opportunity to access funding for training and assessment of apprenticeships 

for existing or new staff.  

 

Our next Investors in People assessment has been confirmed for 16 and 17 January. The 

assessor will want to speak to around 15 staff about their experience of working at the school, 

some of you may have been involved in the last assessment and remember the format. 

Investors in People is an internationally recognised standard which shows an organisations 

commitment to realising objectives and the improvement of performance through the 

management and development of its people. Retention of the standard will demonstrate the 

schools commitment to developing the school and its staff and I am confident we will be 

successful in the assessment.    

SCHOOL BUSINESS SUPPORT DEPARTMENT 
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Mr Scott-Scarth, Head of Primary Department 

E: dean.scott-scarth@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

The Primary Department have embodied a sense of adventure this week, exploring Our 

Stories through creative writing. Key Stage One have been on a Bear Hunt, exploring the 

school grounds, making porridge and building structures in their construction area. 

In Key Stage 2 classes have been writing creatively, looking at The Jolly Postman and The 

Tunnel. Canada Class went on a hunt to find Jack's Beanstalk in Sefton Park. This was a tall 

order but the group managed to find the beanstalk successfully. 

Next Week parents are invited into school by appointment for a ‘Meet the Team’ session when 

our proud students can show off their classrooms and you can meet the staff. 

Letters have gone home with the students to give you all the necessary information for your 

class group.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRIMARY DEPARTMENT UPDATES 

mailto:dean.scott-scarth@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Mr McVerry, Head of Primary Department 

E: anthony.mcverry@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

There have been some great developments this week in the Secondary Department and some 

key dates to remind and share with you. 

 

Our Key Stage 3 students have met with the NSPCC to talk about how to keep themselves 

safe and how to make sure that they know what to do if they do not feel safe.  

 

Our Key Stage 4 students have again been working on a range of activities that have 

encompassed the theme of Myths and Legends and also working on the development of their 

life skills, whilst also working towards their accredited learning.  

 

In Key Stage 5 they students have again visited the gym and some students have even 

planned and travelled to their potential next destination, showing the depth of the personalised 

learning taking place in the department. 

 

Our assembly this week focused on stereotypes and different types of discrimination, 

something I think is not addressed enough in society as a whole. We had good interaction 

from the students who could talk about their own experience but also understand the reasons 

why we are talking about it as a group. Again thank you to those parents who managed to 

make the assembly, it is great to see you each week. 

 

The first date to let you know about is our relaunch of the Duke of Edinburgh Award with a 

parents information meeting taking place next Friday 20th October at 10.30 am in the main 

school hall. The meeting is open to parents of those pupils who are currently in year 10 and 

above, pupils in Key Stage 4 and 5. The meeting will be led by Paul Riding from the Duke of 

Edinburgh Award with the sole aim of providing parents with information about the different 

levels of the award, how the award is assessed and the support that families can give to help 

the students on their journey. 

 

 

SECONDARY DEPARTMENT UPDATES 

mailto:anthony.mcverry@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Our second key diary date is the Careers event that will take place on Thursday 9th November 

2017, this event is open to parents of students in years 9 to 14 and I would encourage you to 

come along and discuss the options available to our students after Abbot's Lea School. 

Confirmed so far we have: Hugh Baird, City of Liverpool College, Myerscough College, 

Greenbank College, Activate, Knowsley College and representatives from LCC Travel 

Training. A letter will go out when we return to school and if you could let us know if you plan 

to attend we can schedule the timings accordingly. 

 

I also had a very productive meeting with Phil Nicols from LCC Travel Training this week and 

we have agreed to target our year 12's and 13's and provide them with travel training, with the 

hope of allowing them the freedom and confidence to travel to and from their next destination. 

We are hoping to start this the week after the careers event, when Phil will be attending with 

his colleagues.  

 

Please take the time to talk to him and ask as many questions as you can.  

 

We will also invite Phil in for one of the coffee mornings to meet with parents from across the 

school. 

 

Have a great weekend. 

 

 

  

SECONDARY DEPARTMENT UPDATES 
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Early Years and Key Stage 1 
Key Stage Leader: Miss O’Neill 

 
Ireland 
This week we have been finding signs of Autumn and went on our first nature walk around the 
school grounds. We had a checklist and found lots of things including mushrooms and seeds 
that we made into helicopters! We have been building on our independent skills during snack 
by spreading our own butter on toast and pouring our own drinks. Our new book adventure 
has taken us on a bear hunt this week and we have enjoyed making our own bears using 
different objects in place of brushes to show texture. Once again we had a fab contribution to 
our 'sound table' and this week was the sound 't.' The weekend homework was to bring in an 
object beginning with that sound and everyone brought in fantastic items including a teddy, 
telephone, transformer and a squishy Thomas the Tank Engine! Ireland class loved talking 
about their items. Another great week for everyone. 
 

 

Key Stage 2 
Key Stage Leader: Mrs Walker 

 
Creative writing continues in KS2 this week with students retelling adventure stories and 
creating their own! Texts such as the Tunnel and The Jolly Postman have provided fabulous 
inspiration!!  We have also been joined by Helen and Carol from the NSPCC for the 4th 
session of our Speak Out Stay Safe! programme with the students in USA and Brazil - amazing 
behaviour, understanding and empathy. Very well done!  
 
USA 
USA this week have been focused on Creative writing and using inference have written "Jacks 
Story" the missing section from Anthony Brown's The Tunnel! The students have learnt how 
to Speak Out and Stay Safe with the NSPCC team and have been spending time learning to 
understand the feelings of others. A fabulous week - well done! 

 
Canada 
This week in Canada, we have been reading The Jolly Postman and learning how to write 
letters. We have written our own letter which is ready to be posted home in the post box. We 
even wrote out our own envelopes and used a real stamp. In art we looked at the beautiful 
artwork of Molly Rausch who creates artwork with stamps! We then created our own work in 
her style using stamps of Canada and other lovely stamps from around the world. On Thursday 
we had a go on the school climbing wall. We have some very brave pupils in Canada! The 
class have earned lots of dojo points this week for doing lots of things independently for the 
first time which is absolutely brilliant! Have a great weekend everyone.  
 
Italy 
This week Italy class have been reading a new book 'The Jolly Postman'. We have been 
finding out about the role of the postman in our community. We watched video clips of what 
happens to our letters when they have been posted and how a postman delivers them. As a 
class we talked about where the story is set, the main character and we ordered the story 
using beginning, middle and end. In Maths this week we have been learning about fractions. 
We looked at half and quarter. We went shopping to Aldi on Tuesday to buy pizzas for food 
technology ready for Thursday. As a class we used our knowledge of fractions to cut the pizzas 
in halves and quarters. (We also enjoyed tasting them!). Another great week in Italy class.  
Well done everyone! 
 

DEPARTMENTAL NEWS AND UPDATES 
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Brazil 
In Brazil class, we have been on an adventure this week going down "The Tunnel"...our new 
story by Anthony Browne. Although shorter than The Wizard of Oz we have got so much great 
work out of it. We are really getting good at spotting links in the text and illustrations to 
traditional fairy tale stories. We have loved the cliff hangers and predicting what will come 
next. Our imaginative writing is fantastic as we love the idea that there are "no wrong answers!” 
We are learning about multiplication in maths and recording our calculations with pictures and 
numbers.  
 
We are really beginning to put into practice the great NSPCC project work; all about speaking 
out to stay safe. This week we have been working on being kind through words and actions 
and practising saying "No! Stop!” to keep ourselves safe. 
Our great art work is coming together as we used our Lichtenstein (no, not Frankenstein!!) 
dot techniques to begin designing our Christmas cards!  
What a great week! 

 
Spain 
This week the children in Spain class have been focusing on planning and writing our very 
own stories! The children have used their imagination to create heroes and villains and 
have revealed their actions within an exciting plot. As a class we have built multiplication 
arrays in mathematics and have been working hard to master our 2, 5 and 10 times tables. 
The children have enjoyed creating e-safety posters during our computing sessions and are 
looking forward to promoting ways to stay safe, when working online, with their friends and  
 
France 
France class have been learning their number bonds to 10 and 20 this week. We have been 
trying very hard and can say some numbers bonds off by heart! 
In English we have been finishing Jack and the Bean stalk. We thought about where we would 
go if we had magic beans! It was very exciting. We have also been learning about carnivores, 
herbivores and omnivores. We did not know that a snail likes to eat mushrooms! 
 
 
Peru 
We have had a very exciting week learning about the Inca sun god, Inti. We have made clay 
suns and made some lovely Art work. 
We have enjoyed French and have learnt how to greet each other.  
In Literacy we have looked at the story 'Jack and the Beanstalk' and have invented our own 
settings at the top of the beanstalk. We have invented our own giants and have used wonderful 
adjectives to describe them. 
 
In Science we have looked at mammals, birds, fish, amphibians and reptiles and what the 
differences are. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DEPARTMENTAL NEWS AND UPDATES 
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Key Stage 3 

Key Stage Leader: Mr Mason 

 

Cape Verde 

This week in Cape Verde the students have been showcasing their ICT work to the class. The 

students have created their own comic strip using computers this half term and on Tuesday 

afternoon they became the teachers at the front of the class presenting their work! The class 

have also had a discussion in their Geography lesson as to whether or not the Loch Ness 

monster is real. 

 

Kenya 

In Maths this week, Kenya have been learning how to divide numbers which they have all 

done really well with. In English, we have been learning about how we can use conjunctions 

and subordinate clauses to improve our writing. In History, we have been researching the 

Celts and learning about how they once lived. We have also been making fantastic progress 

in Spanish, learning our numbers 1-12. We are now almost fluent!  

 

Madagascar 

This week, Madagascar have been enjoying working to the Myths & Legends theme. In 

Citizenship we looked at the story of King Arthur and discussed the way Arthur became King, 

comparing it to how Kings and Queens are established in our Monarchy. In Art we looked at 

the ancient artefacts from the story of Perseus and Medusa. The children enjoyed looking at 

the drawings of Medusa and all the snakes on her head! The children have worked hard in 

English and Maths learning how to use adjectives to improve their writing and learning the 

properties of 3D shapes. The children have enjoyed making Spanish tapas in Food 

Technology, they all did so well in trying new foods such as Chorizo and Spanish tortilla! The 

children, along with the rest of KS3, also enjoyed listening to a presentation from the NSPCC 

this week on how to 'Stay Safe and Speak Out'. Well done class Madagascar!  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DEPARTMENTAL NEWS AND UPDATES 
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Key Stage 4 
Key Stage Leader: Miss Dallas 

 
Key Stage 4 

Yet another busy week in Key stage four.  We’ve had visitors delivering talks and lessons, and 

pupils have been engaged in lots of different and exciting activities.   

Papua New Guinea 

It's been a very exciting week in PNG. On Monday we went for a lovely autumn walk through 

Calderstones Park, we all demonstrated excellent road safety awareness and behaved very 

sensibly.  

In English, we have continued working on our Alice and Wonderland unit we have had some 

brilliant reading volunteers who have truly brought the book to life! Well done Sean, Patrick, 

Owen, Luke and James.  

In Maths, we have continued mastering our mean, mode, median and range skills.  

Last but not least in horticulture we carried out a survey of KS4's thoughts about our class 

yards. We have had some valuable feedback and have designed new spaces including 

football goals, a chill-out zone and flower beds. 

Christmas Island 

This week, Christmas Island students welcomed staff from National Citizen Service who spoke 

to them about the wonderful opportunities they offer including residential visits, voluntary work 

and useful courses such as first aid, it was Fab! Our students seemed intrigued by the idea 

and hopefully a lot of them will sign up with the NCS in the future and take advantage of this 

awesome opportunity! Further information can be found at http://www.ncsyes.co.uk/ 

Australia  

We are making great progress reading Alice in Wonderland this week and have been working 

hard on a very exciting secret project! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

DEPARTMENTAL NEWS AND UPDATES 
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Key Stage 5 

Key Stage Leader: Mr Davenport 
 

Fiji 

This week Fiji class have been working hard on our independent living skills. We have been 

busy in the community crossing roads and travelling on public transport. We made Spaghetti 

Bolognese this week in Food Technology, so we welcomed our weekly trip to the gym to work 

it off! 

New Zealand 

This week New Zealand class said hello to visitors from Catch 22 who came into school to 

discuss the National Citizen Service. Students got the chance to participate in team-building 

activities and charity work so they can, in the words of Michael Jackson, "Make the world a 

better place!" Information leaflets have been passed to interested students for the Autumn 

2017 or Summer 2018 programme.  

The class are beginning to start to plan our Halloween enterprise and as part of this we 

examined the Duke of York Award scheme, aka iDEA. We have also taken part in debates to 

discuss current events. 

Odd fact of the week 

The katzenklavier was a 17th Century musical instrument made out of live cats. It consisted 

of a row of caged cats with different voice pitches, who could be "played" by the keyboardist 

jabbing pins in their bottoms. 
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Early Years and Key Stage One 

  

Class Student of the Week 

Ireland Lotte Birkenhead  

Key Stage Two 

  

Class Student of the Week 

Peru Royle Mensah 

Portugal Joel Grainger 

USA Ashley Murphy 

Brazil Tunji Jones 

France Charlie Coleman   

Canada Kyle Wilson 

Spain Molly Rigby 

Italy Aiden Edgar 

Key Stage Three 

  

Class Student of the Week 

Madagascar Bobby Moore 

Seychelles Kazie Cole 

Cape Verde Antony-James Kennedy  

Botswana Flynn Bligh 

Mozambique Lewis Stafford-Wells 

Malawi Daniel Hurst 

Kenya Joe Ball 

Key Stage Four 

  

Class Student of the Week 

Australia Megan Hall 

Papua New Guinea Lucas Howard  

Samoa Huw Corry 

Christmas Island Ben Bryning 

Key Stage Five 

Class Student of the Week 

New Zealand Chantelle Nicklin-Harvey  

Fiji Sophie King 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 6 
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WEEK 6 IN PICTURES 
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TERM 1 (35 DAYS)  

Staff Training:  Monday 4 September 2017 

Term starts on:  Tuesday 5 September 2017 

Term ends on:  Friday 20 October 2017   

October Holiday: Monday 23 October 2017 to Friday 27 October 2017  

Term 2 (39 days) 

Term starts on:  Monday 30 October 2017   

Term ends on:  Thursday 21 December 2017 (finishing at 13:30) 

Christmas Holiday: Monday 25 December 2017 to Friday 5 January 2018 

TERM 3 (25 DAYS) 

Staff Training:  Monday 8 January 2018   

Term starts on:  Tuesday 9 January 2018   

February Holiday: Monday 12 February 2018 to Friday 16 February 2018  

Term 4 (25 days) 

Term starts on:  Monday 19 February 2018  

Term ends on:  Friday 23 March 2018 (finishing at 13:30)  

Spring Holiday:  Monday 26 March 2018 to Friday 6 April 2018 

   (Good Friday – 30 March 2018; Easter Monday 2 April 2018) 

TERM 5 (34 DAYS 

Staff Training:  Monday 9 April 2018  

Term starts on:  Tuesday 10 April 2018 

Bank Holiday  Monday 7 May 2018   

Term ends on:  Friday 25 May 2018   

May Holiday:  Monday 28 May 2018 (Bank Holiday) to Friday 1 June 2018   

Term 6 (37 days) 

Term starts on:  Monday 4 June 2018 

Official leaving date: Friday 29 June 2018  

Term ends on:  Friday 20 July 2018 (finishing at 13:30)  

Staff Training:  Monday 23 July 2018 

Staff Training:   Tuesday, 24 July 2018  

  

TERM DATES 2017-2018 
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