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Dear Students, Colleagues, Families and Friends 
 
 
Welcome to the final issue of this term’s Head’s Weekly Newsletter. 
 
The past seven weeks have been very successful for the students with substantial 
progress made by most of them in their academic studies and wider personal and 
social development. 
 
It was also a term of significant efforts of the team of professionals working at the 
school – whether based directly in the classroom or working to make the operation of 
the school possible – everyone pulled together to make the start of this academic year 
successful. 
 
My foreword will therefore unsurprisingly be focused on the thanks-giving. 
 
I want to thank all of the students and all of the staff members for their outstanding 
work this term. Every challenge was faced with drive, enthusiasm and positive attitude. 
When, on rare occasions, negativity and doubt crept in, offer of help and support was 
never too far! 
 
I personally wish to thank those who helped me this term to be the best that I can be 
– both in my professional work and in my personal development. I value your honest 
feedback, your counsel and your encouragement. 
 
Inspired by yesterday’s Festival of Diwali, I see clear signs of the school celebrating 
the light over darkness, good over evil and knowledge over ignorance. 
 
With such positive end to the week, I wish you all a very restful half term break and I 
look forward to the next term with optimism and hope for the bright future of Abbot’s 
Lea School – a place we all love and cherish! 
 
 
With kindest regards 
 
 
Mrs A Hildrey 
Headteacher 
  

Issue 7, 20 October 2017  



  
 

Page 2 of 28 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
Dear Parent or Guardian, 
Due to the launch of our Activ8 young lifestyles membership, Lifestyles will no longer be offering the 

Futures membership scheme. This will come into effect within the next couple of months. For further 

information please visit liverpool.gov.uk or contact us on lifestyles@liverpool.gov.uk or 0151 233 5433. 

The Aim of this is to standardise the current membership options in order to offer consistency across 

all Lifestyles facilities.Activ8 will provide your child with the same membership access they had through 

the previous Futures membership and a lot more besides! Activ8 membership caters for children 8-17* 

year olds. At Lifestyles we are passionate about improving people’s lives through sport and physical 

activity and the Activ8 membership is provided to inspire the next generation to adopt a healthy lifestyle, 

by providing children with opportunities to enjoy sport in a fun and inclusive environment. 

The Activate Membership has to options to choose from; direct debit monthly and Pay as you go. 

Highlighted below are activities included in each membership type. Direct Debit Membership (Only 

£10.00 per month) includes: 

• Inclusive access to Swimming 

• Inclusive access to relevant gym session 

• Inclusive access to group exercise classes for specific ages 

• Inclusive access to courts and pitches 

• Inclusive access to inflatable fun sessions and dry-side activities during school holiday periods 

• Discounted pool parties and retail products 

• Personalised Fitness Induction and exercise programme 

• Access to all 10 Centres 

• Exclusive discounted offers for partner organisations 

Pay as you go Membership** (Only £10.00 per month) includes: 

• Inclusive access to Swimming 

• Inclusive access to relevant gym sessions 

• Inclusive access to group exercise classes for specific ages 

• Access to courts and pitches 

• Personalised Fitness Induction and exercise programme 

• Access to all 10 Centres. 

Get your children started on the right path, help us to shape your child’s future let boredom be a thing 

of the past by becoming an Activ8 member. Look out for further info on how your children can join 

and“Activ8 their Lifestyles” All children under 8 will continue to receive free swimming access to 

Lifestyles Centres. Activ8 concession membership is available, conditions and qualifying criteria apply. 

NOTICE BOARD 
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Christmas Cards 

 

Christmas is only rounder the corner and here at Abbot’s Lea School, the students have 

been busy designing their christmas cards. 

Today your child will be bringing home their design, together with an order form from the 

printing company we will be using this year to print off all the beautiful christmas cards our 

students have designed themselves! 

As you will see there are many other items you can order with your childs design on. 

Here’s what we need you to do….. 

Keep the beautiful design nice and flat, please return in the brown A4 envelope 

provided, we have enclosed a piece of card to help with this.. 

Complete the order form and pop it in the envelope.. 

Put either a cheque or cash for the correct money into the envelope, we are unable to 

provide change so it is really important you enclose the correct money.. 

Clearly mark the envelope with your childs name and class, we will be getting lot’s in 

so this is also really important.. 

Please return the envelope with money to school the first week back after half term, 

Friday 3 November all envelopes will be sent off to the Printing Company.. 

Students will bring their christmas cards and if you have ordered anything else home to you 

during the first week of December. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTICE BOARD 
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Online Safety Notification 

It is very rarely that I speak up about negative publicity regarding the school – 

one piece of advice always given by any press office is to sit tight and wait for 

the storm to pass. 

I am, however, a very principled person and there are times when negativity 

has to be exposed and challenged to support those who suffer at its expense. 

It has been brought to my attention this week, by several parents and staff 

members of the school that there is a private page set up on Facebook, called  

Parentsof AbbotaLea  

[exact spelling recalled here] 

The parents and staff members who contacted me, did so in distress that this 

page has caused them. 

They received an invitation and, in good faith, they joined it.  

Sadly, it appears that the aim of the administrators and those who proactively 

recruit others to the group and contribute to the negative posts, have less than 

noble intentions. 

In fact, many of thsoe who contacted me considered the content of the posts 

disgusting and highly detrimental to the positive reputation of our school. They 

also shared with me some comments made by the contributors which, by any 

standards, appear undermining of the hard work done by the school team, and 

in places, the comments were perceived to be rude and slanderous in nature. 

It is therefore with great sadness that I write to you to make you aware of the 

parents’ and staff’ experience of this group and, somewhat like with the advice 

we give out regarding sites to avoid for the children, I can only advise you to 

consider whether such site is truly compatible with our school’s values, vision 

and ethical operation. 

I remain as open, as ever, to any feedback regarding our work and I encourage 

anyone who wishes to support us to do so directly through the direct relationship 

with the school or through our only official Parent Teacher Asocciation: FAB! 

If you would like to discuss any concerns you have regarding the above notice, 

or you require support as a result of your exposure to any of the above-

mentioned page, please contact me and I will do all that I can to help. 

Lastly, I am really sorry that you had acces to such page – it sounds awful… 

Thank you! 

NOTICE BOARD 
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Abbot’s Lea School Development Information Sessions 

We are going through a period of many changes as a school and it is important to ensure that 

we continue to communicate openly with the families about where we are on our journey to 

wanting to be the best school for our students. 

I have written to each parent of our students today and I am writing to you again here to ensure 

that the invitations to Key Stage information sessions are received by all. 

On behalf of the school’s Governing Body, I want to inform you that we will hold ALS 

Development Information Sessions at specific times for each key stage on:  

Monday, 13 November 2017 

at 
 

Partnership for Learning, South Road, Speke, Liverpool L24 9PZ 
 
Free parking will be available at the venue and you will be directed to the correct room within 
the PfL building.  
 

The only reason we will hold the meeting at an external venue is because we have not got a 
large enough space to accommodate the numbers of parents of students from other key 
stages whom we expect to be in attendance later in the day. 
 
The meeting will follow a specific agenda: 

1. Meeting opens  

2. Welcome and introductions 

3. Summary of our School Development Plan 2016-17 

4. Update on what has been achieved to-date and lessons learnt from the recent changes 

5. Priorities for the future 

6. Feedback from the families 

7. Meeting closes  

The purpose of the meeting is to continue to work openly, transparently and with full 

accountability for the school’s overall effectiveness and to encourage open dialogue 

throughout our partnership. It is also to seek parental views, in relevant Key Stage groups, 

about the aspirations, hopes and dreams for the young people we work with.  

At the same time, we are equally keen to understand key parental worries and concerns 

regarding our provision.  

We believe and hope that the planned session will prove helpful in achieving the above plans 

and we look forward to seeing you on the day. 

Please contact Mrs Kim Adair, Headteacher’s PA and Clerk to the Governing Body, on 0151 

428 11 61 or via email kim.adair@abbotsleaschool.co.uk to confirm your attendance or to 

raise any questions regarding the session. Please also inform us if you are likely to require 

any special assistance on the day. 

We look forward to seeing you on the day! 

NOTICE BOARD 

mailto:kim.adair@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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NOTICE BOARD 
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Children are invited to come in wearing their own clothes on Friday 17th November, we 
would be grateful for any donations towards the Christmas Fair 

 Prizes for our tombola – in good condition 
 Boxes of chocolates  
 Shop bought or home made cakes (not to be brought in until 24th November – for 

freshness reasons) 
 Donations of pre-loved baby and children’s clothes - in good condition 

All donated items can be brought into school at any time, between now and 24th November 
2017 

CHRISTMAS FAIR INFORMATION 
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Miss Alison Twomey, Head of Care and Safeguarding Department 

E: alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

Dear parents and carers 

 

It’s hard to believe that we have already arrived at October half term (although my body is 

certainly telling me that it’s time for a break!). The days and weeks fly by so quickly that it 

can be hard to find time to stop and reflect on all the things that happen and how they make 

us think, feel and, subsequently behave. 

 

Reflective Practice is something that I personally take very seriously and always ensure I 

have time for, no matter how busy the diary is or how long the days are. In essence, this 

means thinking about the things we are doing and why we are doing them in that particular 

way. Is there another, better way to do them? Is there anything happening in my personal or 

professional life that is influencing the way I am acting? Do these things have an impact on 

my work? Is this impact positive or negative? Are my emotions controlling the way I am 

behaving rather than a calm, clear head? 

 

Becoming self-aware and being more able to recognise all aspects of our personalities - the 

great, the good and the areas to improve can be a difficult path to follow. It’s never easy to 

be ‘self-critical’ but, by being your own harshest critic, it allows you to completely focus on 

‘self-improvement’. Everyone makes mistakes. We all, sometimes, need to apologise and 

make amends. These experiences help us to grow. I know that I have learned far more from 

my mistakes than from the things I got right the first time of asking. I wouldn’t give up my 

mistakes and errors for anything. They have made me who I am and I am all the better for it. 

They have helped me ‘grow’. 

 

Reflective Practice has been a huge factor in my professional development and will continue 

to be the tool that I use to continually learn and improve. How I can be MY best is all I can 

ever aim for and this is also what we ask and expect from our students too: ‘be the best that 

you can be’. Mistakes come and go, reflect on them, understand how and why they 

happened then move on and improve. 

 

I wish you all a safe and happy holiday! 

 

 

 

 

CARE AND SAFE GUARDING UPDATES 

mailto:alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Mr Andrew Cocklin, Head of Finance and Operations 

E:Andrew.cocklin@abbotsleaschool.co 

The first term has gone really quickly and has been a hugely enjoyable introduction to life at 
Abbot's Lea. So much work has been done but there is still so much more to do. 

Over the half term break the school will still be busy as we will have our site staff and 
contractors in to continue the work to improve the buildings and grounds for all who use them.  

This will be an ongoing process as we strive to make the Abbot's Lea School site the best that 
it can be. 

 

Mrs Michelle Griffiths, Head of HR 

E: michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

I can’t believe we have reached half term already! 

This week we have engaged with a new DBS check provider who are both quicker and 
cheaper than our previous service – our first check was returned in under 24 hours. 

We have had a busy week of recruitment and have appointed one new HLTA and 3 Teaching 
Assistants who start in the next few weeks and now complete our team. I would like to welcome 
Claire Callaghan who has joined the school as a Teaching Assistant in Papua New Guinea 
class. 

This week I attended my first School Business Managers conference and it was good to share 
experiences and ideas with other schools, particularly hearing about the new data protection 
regulations and recent experience of OFSTED inspections.  

I hope everyone has an enjoyable half term break and returns fresh for term 2. 

 

SCHOOL BUSINESS SUPPORT DEPARTMENT 
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Mr Scott-Scarth, Head of Primary Department 

E: dean.scott-scarth@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

I am astonished that we have now reached the end of our first Half Term. The last seven 

weeks have flown by. Time really does fly when you are having fun.  

The students have been a credit to us all this Half Term. Through a variety of changes our 

students have managed to negotiate different classrooms, different staff and classmates and 

new dining facilities. They are a tribute to all the hard work that goes on at home and in school 

to encourage our young people to be tenacious, to be hard working and most of all to be 

optimistic and never give up. 

I have always considered it to be a privilege to work at Abbot's Lea School and I consider it a 

privilege to support the students in the Primary Department.  

Have a wonderful (and safe) Half Term Break.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRIMARY DEPARTMENT UPDATES 

mailto:dean.scott-scarth@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Mr McVerry, Head of Secondary Department 

E: anthony.mcverry@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

Firstly I want to say thank you to all the staff for their hard work this half term, your hard work 

has not gone unnoticed and it has, in my eyes been a great first half term to the year, tough 

but rewarding. 

I also want to thank the students and their families for all of your support as well, from attending 

the weekly assemblies and coffee mornings to engaging in the My Plans and supporting the 

things we do daily in school. 

It has been a busy term, but some key things that the department has achieved are; 

Every student now has a personalised My Plan  

We have our Careers event taking place on Thursday 9th November 2017. 

We are relaunching the Duke of Edinburgh's Award, with the parents meeting taking place on 

Friday 20 October 2017 

We have secured Travel Training for Year 12 and 13, and any leavers from year 11 

We are launching a project with Bank View, Neil Danns and Jenna Downing within KS4. 

All Year 12 students will have the opportunity to spend a week out of school on work 

experience after Christmas. 

Key Stage 3 have been visited by the NSPCC to talk about safety 

Key Stage 5 have been busy going to the gym and completing their accredited learning. 

All pupils in years 13 and 14, and our potential leavers have met with Lisa Kirkham our Careers 

Adviser 

We have our Student Counsell with representatives from each Key Stage present. 

Some further developments this week are also that 10 of our Key Stage 3 students will be 

working with Jimmy Holland, the Food for Thought grower. He will be in school each 

Wednesday morning, working with the students, teaching them the skills to work on our raised 

beds, but also with visits to Dutch Farm next year. 

Australia class have had a brilliant idea, based on George Clarkes, amazing spaces, I had the 

privilege to watch their presentation twice and I was so proud of the hard work that the students 

and the staff team had put in, keep a look out for their amazing idea. 

I hope you all have a restful and well-earned week away from school. 

 

SECONDARY DEPARTMENT UPDATES 

mailto:anthony.mcverry@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Early Years and Key Stage 1 
Key Stage Leader: Miss O’Neill 

 
 
Ireland 
This has been a very busy and fantastic last week for Ireland class. We made a sensory bear 
hunt in class and everyone really enjoyed telling the story throughout the week. We have 
been using the number line to add on one more to help us answer our sums. We have also 
been playing the 'which has more, which has less' game in maths, which has been a 
fun challenge. In Food Tech we baked some delicious 'Bear Paw' cookies and everyone took 
turns to do the mixing. We had a very successful 'meet the team' afternoon on Thursday when 
the children showcased their work and gave their parents' the grand tour of Ireland and Wales! 
Everyone did fantastic writing and gave their visitors a personal welcome message on the day. 
We even had very important helpers with special badges, so no one felt left out if their visitors 
couldn't attend. A brilliant end to the first half term. Everyone has achieved so much already 
and we look forward to the fun that lies ahead in the next half term. 

 
Key Stage 2 

 
Key Stage Leader: Mrs Lisa Walker 

 
Well done to all of the students for a fantastic terms work! As the topic "Our Stories" draws to 
a close, we look forward to our new topic "Our World" beginning - in KS2 this will include lots 
of investigations into the Mayan Civilization!  Swimming will also begin in the new term for 
KS2, the first classes to attend will be Peru, Brazil and USA beginning on Tuesday 14th 
November - separate letter to follow.  Have a fantastic week and we look forward to welcoming 
all of your amazing children back to KS2 on Monday 30th October! Mrs. Walker.  
 
Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 are all invited to come into school in Halloween Fancy Dress on 
TUESDAY 31ST October.  
 
USA 
This week we have been reading Where the Wild Things Are! We have designed costumes 
for the Wild Things and compared the narrative to the film listing the detail added to extend 
the story. We have also completed our Christmas card designs! They will be sent home today 
- you will love them! Class USA try very hard in all that they do and collectively reached 1000 
DoJo points for fantastic behaviour this week. VERY WELL DONE USA!!!!!!!!!!! :)) . 

 
Spain 
We have had another enjoyable week learning about Our Stories. The children have 
now completed their own stories and have been editing them to improve their grammar and 
punctuation. In mathematics we have been focusing on division and have been working hard 
to halve numbers to 20.  
Spain class have enjoyed having the support of Vicky, who is a student nurse, and have 
created collages, string paintings and explored the use of pastels with Vicky. Vicky will be 
greatly missed after half term when she returns to University. Thank you, Vicky!! 
 
 
 
 

DEPARTMENTAL NEWS AND UPDATES 
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Italy 
We welcomed our parents into the classroom this week. The boys really enjoyed sharing all their hard 
work they have completed over the first half term. Thank you to all the parents who came to visit. Don't 
worry if you couldn't make it, we can arrange a convenient time after the half term break. This week we 
have come to the end of 'Our Stories'. We finished off our book 'The Jolly Postman' with letter writing 
and a visit to our local post box. The boys really enjoyed posting letters home as a surprise for 
their parents (So look out for a lovely letter being posted through your letter box !). For our last food 
technology lesson this week we made our own pizza's. We added cheese and the class favourite 
'pepperoni'. Italy class have thoroughly enjoyed tasting and making Italian food.  
What a fantastic start to the year Italy class ! Well done !. Enjoy your well deserved rest and we will see 
you after the half term. Have fun !. 
 
Canada 
This week we have been continuing our work on The Jolly Postman by describing traditional tale 
settings and writing book reviews. In food technology, we made some delicious cookies and in science 
we have been learning all about vertebrates and invertebrates. In geography we have been making 
observations of natural and man-made features of Canada using Google Earth. In Art we have been 
designing our own stamps of Canada. On Tuesday we welcomed lots of parents into class to show off 
our incredible work. It was lovely to see so many of you! Have a fantastic and very well deserved week 
off Canada class! 
 
Brazil 
This week we have had a very busy week. We were very proud to show off our classroom and our 
fantastic work on Tuesday afternoon to visiting parents. They got a sneak peek at our amazing art work 
and we were perfect hosts offering refreshments. We hope they were proud, as we are! We welcomed 
another visitor on Tuesday morning. It was Babi, Ms Murphy's niece from Brazil. Babi showed us 
pictures of the range of wildlife that live in the different biomes in Brazil (yes we learned that word 
too). She told us about carnival and the foods that are eaten in Brazil. She even made us some delicious 
Brazilian sweets to taste. We then got to ask her lots of questions which was fun. Being so polite, we 
wrote thank you letters to her, please come again Babi! Thanks to Miss Kearns we have completed 
some beautiful Art work this term in the style of different artists including the Brazilian pop artist Britto. 
We are showcasing this on Friday afternoon in our "Brazil Class Art Exhibition" to some classes in 
UKS2. Our work is framed and looks amazing ...next stop Liverpool Tate. 
 
France 
This week in class we have enjoyed learning about the Jolly Postman in English. We pretended to be 
a postman and were able to write a letter about our day delivering the post!  
In Maths we have been learning about addition. We have worked really hard in maths this week. We 
have also made postman stamps into large pictures in art using lots of different colours. We have had 
a fantastic week and cannot wait to be back in school after the half term break! 
 
Peru 
We have had a lovely week learning about being helpful. We have looked at people who help us and 
have read and retold the story of ‘The Little Red Hen’. We made bread by helping each other with 
equipment and kneading the dough. We had a fabulous jam tasting session where the favourite came 
out as the good old strawberry jam! 
Science was very hands on this week and we looked at a variety of mini beasts from the soil and rocks. 
Everyone’s favourite were the snails and the caterpillar but nobody really liked the big orange slug, ahh 
poor sluggy!  We looked at where they preferred to live and how they are different and similar. Work on 
number bonds was very successful and we played lots of different games.We have had an amazing 

first half term and have learnt so much. We can’t wait until next half term. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

DEPARTMENTAL NEWS AND UPDATES 
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Key Stage 3 

Key Stage Leader: Mr Mason 

Cape Verde 

This week, Cape Verde have been learning all about Myths and Legends, with a 

particular  focus on 'Theseus and Minotaur'. Cape Verde have re-told the story in their own 

words, have used adjectives to describe the hero and villain and also had to create their own 

mythological creature in art! Cape Verde also had their 'meet the team' session giving the 

children to showcase their work so far. 

Madagascar 

This week in Madagascar we have been continuing to immerse ourselves in the Myths and 

Legends theme. We have learnt to recognise and draw parallel lines in a range of shapes in 

our Maths lessons and have been busy learning how to construct simple electrical circuits in 

Science. We discussed the story of King Midas in our Citizenship lesson and discussed the 

impact a similar love for money or gold from our Monarch would have on our society. The 

children have worked really hard again and produced some great work! Well done 

Madagascar!  

Malawi 

This week we met our new class teacher, Miss Sell.  

The chicken fajitas in wrap were prepared and cooked. We also enjoyed a food technology 

lesson. All of the children made really enjoyed preparing, cooking and tasting new flavours!   

They were a great success!   

In Art and Design, all of the children have now completed their art and design work – they 

have been designing and making mini ‘Anderson Shelters’ with cross curricular links to their 

history lessons – were they have been learning about WW11. We are delighted with their 

designs and have displayed their work in class. 

Anderson shelters were half buried in the ground with earth heaped on top to protect people 

from bomb blasts during World War Two. They were made from six corrugated iron sheets 

bolted together at the top, with steel plates at either end. People lived inside with their families 

and often kept animals and grew their crops nearby too. 

Botswana 

This week had a: memorable, marvellous, healthy Food Tech afternoon designing and 

creating some mouth-watering fruit kebabs. Okay we admit to a little chocolate sauce! 

The students were very engaged with most munching them down, some attempting some 

tentative nibbles and a couple determined to share their creations with their parents. Well done  

 

 

 

 

DEPARTMENTAL NEWS AND UPDATES 
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Key Stage 4 

Key Stage Leader: Miss Dallas 
 

It has been a great start to this academic year in Key Stage 4 and I am so impressed with how 
well students have settled in.  The theme this half term has been 'our stories' and as part of 
this, students have been involved in lots of exciting activities.  I'd like to take this opportunity 
to say a big well done to the students in key stage four.  I look forward to seeing you all after 
half term! 
I would also like to say thank you to the staff for their hard work this half term.  Have a very 
well earned rest and enjoyable half term!  
 
Australia  
It's been a brilliantly creative week for us in Australia class.  After a lot of work on our 'amazing' 
project, the class presented their ideas to Mrs Hildrey. They were brilliant!  We are all very 
excited about the next stage of the project. 
The students have also enjoyed celebrating Diwali this week, creating Rangoli patterns and 
salt dough tealights. 
 
Christmas Island 
This week students debated on the pros and cons of capital punishment in their citizenship 
lessons. They each made a speech to outline their views for our own "House of Parliament" 
Well done to Liam Castell and Jarule Browning who were voted the most influential speeches! 
Students took part in a quiz to demonstrate their Knowledge of Suffragettes, this terms history 
topic. All students who took part displayed excellent knowledge and understanding of the topic 
as well as impressive team work! Well done to "We are the Suffragettes" team, which 
consisted of Dan Kotas and Iftihar Alam. They were our quiz winners! 
 
Papua New Guinea 
This week we have completed Alice in Wonderland. PNG have all shown a brilliant 
understanding of the book in their end of unit assessment. Well done everyone! In Art and 
Design we learnt all about Day of the Dead, we explored what the festival means and ways in 
which it is celebrated. PNG all created sugar skull models and colourful skull masks. 
In Science we have been finishing studying the digestive system, we conducted an experiment 
re-creating the digestive system. Well done PNG. 
 
 
Samoa 
This week has been Harry Potter week for the final week of the half term in Samoa class. We 
have written a letter to Harry inviting him to Hogwarts, calculated the prices of different potions 
using our column addition and subtraction skills and practised our typing and formatting skills. 
Tom W has particularly impressed the class team in maths this week! 
We have worked in pairs to record extracts of Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone on the 
class tablets and have figured out how to upload them to the laptops and take a screenshot! 
Well done. 
For life skills and food tech we have made edible broomsticks and sweet-filled witches hats. 
Pupils were very responsible when crossing the road and have worked so well together in 
groups. A Firth and E McKiernan worked extremely well in a pair – well done boys! 
In Science we completed the messiest, smelliest lesson of the year so far! We made a model 
of our digestive system out of beans, coke, food bags and tights and it was an overwhelming 
sensory experience – well done to the pupils for all taking part. 
An excellent week this week!  

DEPARTMENTAL NEWS AND UPDATES 



  
 

Page 16 of 28 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Key Stage 5 

Key Stage Leader: Mr Davenport 

 

This week 6th Form have been busy working on our plans for the Halloween Party which is to 

be held on Tuesday 31st October and is for students throughout the school. 

Key stage 4 are joining us in putting on a series of events in our building. These include a 

room of Halloween party games, an escape room called, "Escape from the Mummy's Tomb!", 

a computer games room, a Yu-Gi-Oh competition room, an Arts competition room, a cinema 

room and a Cafe. Money raised from the project will be split between the Sixth Form Enterprise 

Group and the School Charity. The games and food items will be sold and made by the 

students. 

Children will be able to wear costumes, however we do ask that there are no masks, no toy 

weapons and no inappropriate costumes. 

Odd Fact of the Week - There are more Chickens than people in the world! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

DEPARTMENTAL NEWS AND UPDATES 
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Early Years and Key Stage One 

  

Class Student of the Week 

Ireland Joshua Iyen 

 

Class  

Peru Alexander Maxwell  

Portugal Joel Grainger 

USA Scott Taylor 

Brazil Kyle Pickett  

France Cyrus McAlpine  

Canada Cameron Baker 

Spain Alex Docherty 

Italy Andrew Mills  

 

Class  

Madagascar Ismail Sarjo  

Seychelles Joshua Brough 

Cape Verde Alfie Jones 

Botswana William Hardy 

Mozambique Saeed Ahmed  

Malawi Joshua Owusu Taylor 

Kenya Hamza Al-Zhari 

 

Class  

Australia Tom Mahon 

Papua New Guinea James Mccann  

Samoa Connor Fairbairn 

Christmas Island Liam Castell 

 

Class  

New Zealand Callum Parry 

Fiji Luke Jones 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 7 
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WEEK 7 IN PICTURES 
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PUPIL WORK 
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TERM 1 (35 DAYS)  

Staff Training:  Monday 4 September 2017 

Term starts on:  Tuesday 5 September 2017 

Term ends on:  Friday 20 October 2017   

October Holiday: Monday 23 October 2017 to Friday 27 October 2017  

Term 2 (39 days) 

Term starts on:  Monday 30 October 2017   

Term ends on:  Thursday 21 December 2017 (finishing at 13:30) 

Christmas Holiday: Monday 25 December 2017 to Friday 5 January 2018 

TERM 3 (25 DAYS) 

Staff Training:  Monday 8 January 2018   

Term starts on:  Tuesday 9 January 2018   

February Holiday: Monday 12 February 2018 to Friday 16 February 2018  

Term 4 (25 days) 

Term starts on:  Monday 19 February 2018  

Term ends on:  Friday 23 March 2018 (finishing at 13:30)  

Spring Holiday:  Monday 26 March 2018 to Friday 6 April 2018 

   (Good Friday – 30 March 2018; Easter Monday 2 April 2018) 

TERM 5 (34 DAYS 

Staff Training:  Monday 9 April 2018  

Term starts on:  Tuesday 10 April 2018 

Bank Holiday  Monday 7 May 2018   

Term ends on:  Friday 25 May 2018   

May Holiday:  Monday 28 May 2018 (Bank Holiday) to Friday 1 June 2018   

Term 6 (37 days) 

Term starts on:  Monday 4 June 2018 

Official leaving date: Friday 29 June 2018  

Term ends on:  Friday 20 July 2018 (finishing at 13:30)  

Staff Training:  Monday 23 July 2018 

Staff Training:   Tuesday, 24 July 2018  

  

TERM DATES 2017 -2018 
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TERM 1 

Week or Date Time Event 

4 September All day INSET day 

5 September  9am Students’ first day 

6 September 4:30pm Governing Body meeting 1 

13 September  Roald Dahl Day 

15 September Morning Student Council Elections 

19 September  Key Stage Leader Session 

21 September Afternoon NSPCC Speak Out, Stay Safe – Helen O’Sullivan 

21 September  1st Session Leadership Development Programme 

22 September  Our Stories Topic Launch Day Activity 

29 September All day Head Boy and Head Girl interviews 

Our Stories Curriculum Enrichment Day (Primary Dept) 

1 – 31 October  International School Library Month 

2 October – 20 

October 

By appointment Parental Consultation 

KS1,2,3,4,5 

6 October  Primary NSCC Parents Meeting with Helen O’Sullivan/Lisa Sharpe 

6 October   National Poetry Day 

6 October 9.30am – 11am NSPCC Family Coffee Morning 

9 – 15 October  National Schools’ Fire Safety Week 

10 October  Leadership Development Programme 

12 October Morning Flu Vaccine Reception Y4 

12 October  NSPCC Helen O’Sullivan – Workshop 2 KS/3 

w/c 13th Oct   Christmas Card completion 

19 October  Diwali 

20 October 10.30 am DofE parents meeting Years 10 - 14 

20 October 3:15pm End of term 

OCTOBER HOLIDAY: Monday, 23 October to Friday, 27 October 2017 

 

 

 

 

 
  

KEY DIARY DATES 2017 -2018 
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TERM 2 

Week or Date Time Event 

30 October 9am Term 2 starts 

30 October  Our World Topic Launch Day Activity 

31 October  Halloween 

31 October  Maya Day of the Dead – Collapsed Curriculum Carousel Day 

PRIMARY  

3 November  Firework Safety Assembly/afternoon Fire safety Activities 

Primary 

5 November  Bonfire Night 

7 November  Diwali Primary afternoon activities 

9 November  Careers Fair 

9 November  Head Boy and Head Girl Selection Day 

7–11 November  World Nursery Rhyme Week KS1 

9 November  Careers Fair 

11 November  Remembrance Day 

13 November  World Kindness Day 

14 November  BIMA Digital Day KS4/5 

13–17 November  Global Entrepreneurship Week  

13-19 November  Alcohol Awareness Week 

14 November  4:30pm Governing Body meeting 2 

14–18 November  Anti-Bullying Week 

17 November All Day Our World Curriculum Enrichment Day (Primary Dept) 

17 November 7.30pm onwards FAB/St Andrews Night-Victoria Memorial Hall, Garston (Ticket 

required) 

21–27 November  Road Safety Week 

25 November 12-3pm FAB! event (Christmas Fair) 

26 November – 4 

December 

 National Tree Week 

1 December 9.30am – 11am School Nurse Family Coffee Morning 

13 December   Christmas Jumper Day 

14 December  Primary Christmas Performance for other students 

15 December  Extended Christmas Assembly / Primary Christmas Performance 

for Parents 

19 December  Primary Collapsed Curriculum Christmas Carousel Activity Day 

20 December  Secondary Christmas play/pantomime  

21 December  Primary Christmas Party / School finishes 1.30pm 

21 December 1:30pm Term 2 ends 

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY: Monday, 25 December 2017 to Friday, 5 January 2018 

  

KEY DIARY DATES 2017 -2018 
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TERM 3 

Week or Date Time Event 

8 January  All day INSET day 

9 January  9am Students return 

9 January  Our Past Topic Launch Day Activity 

15 January  On Line Safety Live (School Improvement) 

15 January PM Work experience meeting for parents of year 12 students 

17 January  4:30 Governing Body meeting 

WC 29 January  Year 12’s work experience group 1 

6 February  Safety Internet Day (School Improvement) 

6 February  Our Past Stone Age Guest PRIMARY  

7 February  Valentines Collapsed Curriculum Day – Love and Kindness, 

Valentines Disco PRIMARY TBC 

8 February TBC FAB event (Valentines Disco) 

9 February  3:15pm Term 3 ends 

FEBRUARY HOLIDAY: Monday, 12 February 2018 to Friday, 16 February 2018 

 

TERM 4 

Week or Date Time Event 

19 February 9am Term 4 starts 

19 February  Chinese New Year Lion Dancers TBC (Friday 16 February was 

Chinese NY) 

20 February  Our City Topic Launch Day Activity 

22 February  World Thinking Day 

26 February  Start of Fair Trade Fortnight 

2 March  World Book Day 

2 March 9.30am – 11am School Nurse/Family Coffee Morning 

w/c 5 March  Year 12 work experience group 2 

5 March  Our City Trip KS1/KS2 M.O’N/O.T 

6 March  Our City Trip KS2 L.R/N.B/R.J 

7 March  Our City Trip KS2 E.S/L.C 

8 March  Our City Trip KS2 L.W/G.M 

10 March All Day Our City Curriculum Enrichment Day (Primary Dept) 

14 March 4:30pm Governing Body meeting 

15 March  Primary Make Music Day 

KEY DIARY DATES 2017 -2018 
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16 March  Primary Extended Assembly, Make Music 

17 March  St Patrick’s Day – Collapsed Curriculum Carousel Activities 

w/c 19 March  Year 12 Work experience group 3 

20 March  Primary Collapsed Curriculum Easter Carousel Activities, Spring 

Petting Zoo to visit school 

21 March  World Poetry Day 

   

22 March  Afternoon – Easter Bonnet Parade 

23 March   

23 March 1:30pm Last day of term 

SPRING HOLIDAY: Monday, 26 March 2018 to Friday, 6 April 2018 

(Good Friday – 30 March 2018, Easter Monday – 2 April 2018) 

 

TERM 5 

Week or Date Time Event 

9 April All day INSET day 

10 April  9am Students return 

10 April  Our Heroes Launch Day Activity 

14 April  Liverpool Governors’ Conference (School Improvement) 

18 April  4:30pm Governing Body Meeting 

20 April TBC FAB! event (Jim Jam Jog) 

23 April  Primary Curriculum Enhancement EARTH Day (was Sunday 22nd) 

23 April  Shakespeare Day 

7 May All day Bank Holiday 

30 April  Our Heroes Trip KS2/KS2 M.O’N/O.T 

1 May  Our Heroes Trip KS2 L.R/N.B/R.J 

2 May  Our Heroes Trip KS2 E.S/L.C 

3 May  Our Heroes Trip KS2 L.W/G.M 

17 May  Primary Curriculum Enhancement Day Our Heroes Expressive 

Arts Day 

25 May 3:15pm Term 5 ends 

MAY HOLIDAY: Monday, 28 May 2018 – Friday, 1 June 2018 

KEY DIARY DATES 2017 -2018 
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TERM 6 

Week or Date Time Event 

4 June 9am Term 6 starts 

4 June  Our Great Outdoors Topic Launch Activity 

8 June 9.30am – 11 am School Nurse/Family Coffee Morning 

12 June  KS1/KS2 New Starters Visit Morning 

13 June  KS1/KS2 New Starters Visit Morning 

14 June  KS1/KS2 New Starters visit Morning 

15 June  Primary Parents Meeting (New & Existing) 

18 June  Father’s Day 

18 June  End of EID Primary Outdoor Games Celebration TBC 

22 June  Primary Meet New Classes 

FAB! Non – Uniform in return or tombola donations for Summer 

Fair TBC 

27 June  Primary Outdoor Learning / Camping Day TBC 

29 June 3:15pm Official date for Year 11 and leavers 

30 June 12-3pm FAB event (Summer Fair) 

4 July  City Transition Day 

5 July  Sports Day 

11 July 4:30pm Governing Body meeting 

13 July  3:15pm Annual student progress reports to parents 

20 July am Leavers assembly  

20 July  1:30pm Term 6 Ends 

23 July All day INSET  

24 July  All day INSET 

KEY DIARY DATES 2017 -2018 
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