Head’s Weekly Newsletter
Issue 8, 25 October 2019

Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Dear Students, Families, Colleagues and Friends
Welcome to today’s Head’s Weekly Newsletter – the last issue of Term 1!
Those of you know me well realise that despite being a “systemic type”, I am a total softie
when it comes to inspirational quotes. I am also highly reflective and like to explore ways to
self-improve. Each week, I share my weekly reflections with the whole staff team and the
governing body and each term, I do the same with all of you. Today is no different as we come
to an end of a relatively long, 8-week cycle of our wonderful, yet complex school’s life.
The first term of this year has provided us all – our students, our families and us, the staff –
with new and profound learning opportunities. We welcomed new students, new families and
new professionals into our school community and those who were with us before transitioned
from one phase to another. When I talk about transition, I mean it in its broadest sense; moving
from one class to another, from one key stage to another, from one department to another or
from one combination of peers and staff to another is, of course normal and to be expected,
but it can be challenge. In time, and with some adjustments (both personal and
organisational), all falls into place in the end.
Transitioning which is of much greater struggle is that of becoming a new version of
ourselves…. That is the real point of deep and all-consuming tension, confusion and personal
change. We all go through it and, as grown-ups, we mainly recall the most profound moments
of change in our lives – finishing school, starting a new job, falling in love (and falling out of it
perhaps…), moving house, becoming a parent, letting go of control of our children as they
grow up and choose their own identity and ways or moments of greater and more permanent
loss: loss of health, loss of friends, loss of family…
Within school life, we deal with it all: the human condition of “everything”.
Whilst we live and breathe the organisational priorities and all the positive changes we put in
place to make our school the best place for the children, we also navigate a very diverse,
sensitive landscape of personal transformations in people we work with and whom we serve
in our daily work.
After some years of working in schools, one learns to anticipate the key points of changes
better, but we must never assume that all happens in a cycle identical to the last one we have
learnt from.
We are all, after all, as varied and individual as the leaves that keep growing, changing in
colour and then, inevitably ending our journey when our time comes. The hope is always, for
us all, that we flourish on that journey and that, whichever way the wind blows, our foundations
are solid, supportive branches around us holding us tight whilst we grow and that when our
time comes to fly solo, we are ready to see far and beyond the starting point…

The metaphors can be helpful in making sense of our own lives – both at home and work.
I, for one, never hide the fact that I often think that my solution is the best – I am sure you have
those moments, too?
I am a loving (if a touch controlling) mother who “knows best”. I am a grown-up (if a touch too
caring) daughter who “knows best” and my husband would probably testify that, whilst we
enjoy the most wonderful partnership, he has long decided that he only has two choices: be
right or be happy”, suggesting that more often than not, “Ania’s way goes”.
Decisiveness is needed to make things happen and I have realised a long time ago that life is
short and we can, at times, spend disproportionate amount of time “pending” our own
decisions.
Some will, inevitably be great and some total failures. The key is to be considerate, reflective,
measured and “holistic” in our dynamic risk assessment of various situations before we decide
to take a step forward. But decisiveness really helps. I have decided to be a teacher and later
headteacher. I decided to leave Poland, move to Denmark and later the UK. I decided to be a
mother – twice! – and I decided who I want to spend my life with as my partner. I also decided
to move to Liverpool and to be the headteacher of Abbot’s Lea School. All of these continue
to be the best decisions I have made in my life.
This decisiveness has helped me lead our school in a certain direction, too.
Education is all about growth.
I have always believed in aiming high(er), thinking big(ger), and create better. In doing so, I
find it very encouraging to engage with my team in trying to tackle all challenges which come
our way optimistically and with a solution-focused mindset.
When we reach points when none of us know the solutions yet, I often resort to some
inspirational quotes to give me strength:
“Never give up on a dream just because of the time it will take to accomplish it. The
time will pass anyway.”
This quote is especially helpful when I think about the process of learning something difficult,
challenging, scary and seemingly impossible.
The solution is always “there” and time will go by no matter what you do. Therefore, you might
as well spend it trying and learning, rather than passively waiting for the problem to disappear
or someone else to provide you with answers.
I thank all my students for daily inspiration, the families for their support and, most of all – my
wonderful team of staff whose hard work this term has been exceptional!
I wish you all a very pleasant Autumn break and I look forward to seeing you soon.
Kind regards

Mrs A. Hildrey
Headteacher
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“We are all, after all, as varied and
individual as the leaves that keep
growing, changing in colour and then,
inevitably ending our journey when our
time comes…”
[Ania Hildrey]
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Behaviour Support - Family Information Session
We are proud of our school’s inclusive ethos and culture.
Our Code of Conduct: Golden Rules © is:
1. Be here. Every day…
2. Work hard and be nice
3. Never give up on yourself or others
4. Stay positive and be happy!

We have enriched our holistic approaches to supporting our
students and would like to share our policy and examples of
practice with the families.
We would like to invite families of our students to an Information
Session on positive behaviour support on offer here at Abbot’s
Lea School.
The sessions will be held on Wednesday, 4 December 2019:
Session 1: 09:30-10:30
Session 2: 15:30-16:30
Please contact Kim Adair, Headteacher’s PA to book a place.
Kim.adair@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Please note parking on site will be limited and only offered on a
first-come-first-served basis.
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VISITORS ON SITE
Dear Families
Staff have brought concerns to my attention which I am writing to address.
Reportedly, on many occasions this term, families attending the site for
a variety of purposes, congregated either in front of the main school
building, the drive or the car park, after signing out of the school’ Visitors’
Register.
Please note that this may not continue as we must always account for
every person – student, employee or visitor – between them entering the
site and leaving it at the end of the planned visit time.
We use all parts of our school site for education and we must ensure that
we are always 100% certain of who is on site and who is not when we
conduct a range of indoor and outdoor activities.
I therefore ask, in the spirit of safeguarding and health and safety, that
anyone visiting the site adheres to those simple expectations:
1. If you are dropping as student at school, please remain with the
student in front of the main school building until the moment they
enter the school with a staff member collecting them, or, in case of
students who walk into school without that support, until they leave
your side. Please leave the site promptly after that.
2. If you are collecting a student, please arrive for the agreed end of
school day (not too early) and leave as soon as your student is with
you.
3. If you are attending special open-door events, such as assemblies
or coffee mornings, please sign in at Reception on arrival, enjoy the
event and then, sign out at the end of the event and kindly leave the
site promptly.

Many thanks for your co-operation.
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Governing Body update from our Chair of Governors
25 October 2019
Dear All
Ref: Governing Body update

Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’

I hope you are all well and are looking forward to the school break.

Following on from the first Governing Body meeting of the new academic cycle that was held on
the 16 October 2019, I write to update you on some of the strategic issues discussed.
Ratification of School Policies
The Headteacher presented new statutory policies and those were ratified – copies of all current
policies can be found on the school’s website.
The area we wish to highlight here is the school’s excellent safeguarding practice and clear
evidence presented of all staff having read, understood and agreed to abide by the statutory
guidance driving our policies: Keeping Children Safe in Education and Working Together
documents. In this aspect, the GB is satisfied that we are fully compliant with the requirements and
Miss Powell, our Safeguarding Governor, will continue to monitor this on Governing Body’s behalf
throughout the year.
School Self Evaluation
Strategic Leadership Team presented Abbot’s Lea School’s Self Evaluation and we are satisfied
that the school continues to provide outstanding education to its students. We have agreed to
develop a range of self-evaluation documentation ready for Ofsted inspection and those will be
shared accordingly in the coming terms.
ALS Progress and Attendance Report 2018-19 and 2019-20 priority areas
Congratulations to the students and thanks to the staff for the 2018-19 attendance and progress
successes! We were pleased to hear that Abbot’s Lea School outperforms all local special schools
in terms of students’ attendance and continues to have attendance above national average for
special schools. We were also very glad to see that so many students achieve above and beyond
expectations, making their progress outstanding.
Strategic Leadership Team have put measures in place for students making weak progress. The
GB was reassured to know that the staff are aware of who those students are and that work with
their families is seen as an essential part of support. The SLT shared a range of anonymised case
study examples, clearly demonstrating complexity of students’ needs and a range of supportive
interventions on offer, including multi-disciplinary team’s input.
SLT informed the Governing Body that the school continues to have difficulty with term time
holidays and do not see as reasonable and weak progress made, linked to non-attendance.
Furthermore, they have to come up with packages to support this and Governing Body fully
supports continuous aspiration for 100% attendance.
Care and Safeguarding
The GB was satisfied that safeguarding at Abbot’s Lea School is highly effective.
We had a lengthy conversation with the Head of Care and Safeguarding about the recent statistics
on bullying and racism. The GB was appraised of how the data is highly attuned to individual cases
and how it was collated/broken down for reporting purposes.

GB was reassured to know, that when compared to the local region or nationally, the school had
a really low percentage and was particularly pleasing to note, that notwithstanding the few cases,
our students were very tolerant and open to all of the support/resources provided to avoid such
behaviour from happening in the first place.
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Autism, Research and Development
The GB were pleased to hear about the range of Autism initiatives taking place at school.
Research projects, SCERTS, NAS Accreditation visits, as well as projects such as CHATTA - a
new communication app to be launched in KS1, were all discussed. We look forward to hearing all
about the impact and future rollout of all of the Autism-friendly initiatives later in the year. We were
pleased to hear that Abbot’s Lea School is offering school-to-school support and training and that
it will be one of the first special schools in the country to lead collaborative family training
programmes - we are very excited about this project.
Human Resources
The GB was satisfied that the school is compliant with employment law and safe recruitment and
management of staff within a regulated activity.
The GB were keen to understand if there was anything that could be done to increase the staff
input pertaining to the staff survey. Currently the percentage stands at 58% and the GB wanted to
understand what the SLT were doing to ensure a higher uptake of the same. We look forward to
hearing more towards the end of the year and encourage the staff to use surveys to share their
experience of employment at our school.
Finance and Operations
We are satisfied that the school is in a stable financial position.
The Head of Finance and Operations presented detailed papers to the GB and explained the
changes and response to the recent Liverpool City Council audit and action plans arising. The GB
scrutinised the information and was satisfied that the school is addressing matters appropriately,
fully and with a sense of urgency.
Governing Body’s vision, values and objectives for the year
The GB re-affirmed its commitment to the vision, values and objectives of the school and are fully
behind the Headteacher’s leadership of the school and the wider Leadership Team’s efforts to
make our school the best that it can be.
Ofsted
We are an outstanding school – both at the last Ofsted inspection in January 2016 and, based on
all the data (quantitative and qualitative) during this term’s self-evaluation based on the new Ofsted
framework launched in September 2019.That said – we do not rest on our laurels. The staff team
and the governors continue to learn and develop our individual and collective effectiveness. Our
commitment to self-improvement is evident and we are confident this will be recognised at the time
of Ofsted inspection.
Thank you all for your hard work, congratulations on successes to-date and I wish you all a restful
break.
Yours faithfully

Rohit Ramesh
Chair of Governors
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Term dates
Term 2

Term starts on:
Term ends on:
Christmas Holiday:

Monday 4 November 2019
Friday 20 December 2019 - finishing at 1:30pm
Monday 23 December 2019 to Friday 3 January 2020

Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’

Term 3
Students arrive on:
Term ends on:
February Holiday:

Monday 6 January 2020
Friday 14 February 2020
Monday 17 February 2020 to Friday 21 February 2020

Term 4
Term starts on:
Term ends on:
Spring Holiday:
Bank holidays:

Monday 24 February 2020
Friday 3 April 2020 – finishing at 1:30pm
Monday 6 April 2020 to Friday 17 April 2020
Friday, 10 April 2020 – Good Friday
Monday, 13 April 2020 – Easter Monday

Term 5
Students arrive on:
Bank holiday:
Term ends on:
May Holiday:

Monday, 20 April 2020
8 May 2020 – Early Bank Holiday (VE Day)
Friday 22 May 2020
Monday 25 May 2020 (Bank Holiday) to Friday 29 May 2020

Term 6
Term starts on:
Official leaving date:
Staff Transition INSET:

Monday 1 June 2020
Friday 26 June 2020*
Friday 10 July 2020 – school closed to students

Transition Week:
Students’ last day:
Staff training day:
Term ends on:

Monday 13 July-Friday 17 July 2020**
Friday 17 July 2020 – finishing at 1:30pm
Monday 20 July – school closed to students
Monday 20 July 2020

*Friday 26 June 2020 is an official leaving date for the students in Year 11 as well as those in
Key Stage Five who are finishing their education at ALS that summer.
** Transition Week is a period of time during which the students will be taught in their next
year’s classes – this is to support smooth transition into ALS, into a new Department, Key
Stage or a new class.
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Launch of Kooth.com – Counselling Support

Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’
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MPOWER PEOPLE – NEW PROJECT

Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’
Mpower People CIC are proud
to announce their new project aimed
at…..

Women who have been out of work for over 18 months due to parental
or carer responsibilities.
They have training, advice and guidance available to support each
returner to re-enter the employment market after a break. They will tailor
the training and support on offer to each individual to ensure that they
are able to achieve their aspirations of returning to work, with flexible
employers who understand the benefit of their transferable skills.
They have volunteer opportunities and work placements available,
training is FREE and they can cover travel and lunch expenses on
training days.
Training and support will take place in the Gateway Conference Centre,
75 London Road, Liverpool, L3 8HY - which is accessible by public
transport and a disability accessible building.
For further information, please see contact details below:
michelle@mpowerpeople.co.uk
www.mpowerpeople.co.uk
https://www.thelivewelldirectory.com/Services/3318
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FREE CRICKET SESSIONS
Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’
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THE ISABELLA TRUST
Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’
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Deputy Headteacher
Mr McVerry, Deputy Headteacher
E: anthony.mcverry@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Firstly, I would like to acknowledge all the hard work from everyone that has gone into the last
eight weeks.
Staff, you have worked tirelessly to make every day a learning opportunity for our students.
The first term can be unsettling after six weeks off and reintegrating into school, but the staff
have ensured that all of our students have opportunities to grow.
Families, thank you so much for your support and belief in what we do. I know that not every
day is smooth, but together we will continue to ensure that your children have every
opportunity to grow and be who they are destined to be. Every one of our students has the
chance to be who they want to be and they will succeed, what we need to remember is that
timeframes are flexible and also times we put emphasis on achieving life milestones in line
with expectations. My guidance is that we need to be flexible and not rough life.
Finally thank you to our students, you have engaged in learning and made every day in work
exciting, you are all brilliant!
This week, I spent two days in Huddersfield, completing my Postgraduate Certificate in
Careers Leadership. It was great to meet and work with other professionals, sharing best
practice and new ideas. The latter end if the week, I spent training staff from Abbot's Lea
School together with external staff from other schools. It was great again to share best practice
and learn together.
I also want to thank our fabulous interns from Regenda, for leading the Secondary Assembly
this week. You are inspirational and your message resonates with everyone.
Have a wonderful half term and see you when we return.
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Care and Safeguarding
Ms Alison Twomey, Head of Care and Safeguarding
E: Alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

During the course of this first term, a number of families have been in contact with the school
to discuss aspects of our Behaviour Support policy. The lack of punishments for poor
behaviour has been one of the most queried areas so I would like to take this opportunity to
reflect, once again, on why our approach to behaviour is one of support and not management.
One of the best ways of demonstrating the reasoning behind our approach can be found by
exploring the concept of Self Determination Theory (SDT)
Self-determination is the ability or process of making one’s own choices and controlling one’s
own life. SDT refers to three basic psychological needs: competence (the need to be effective
and achieve success), autonomy (the need to control our own life) and relatedness (the need
to have close, affectionate relationships with others). It suggests that there are two types of
motivation – intrinsic and extrinsic – and argues that both are powerful forces in shaping who
we are and how we behave.
Extrinsic motivation is doing something to earn a reward or to avoid a punishment. The primary
motivator is external (i.e. you expect to get something for completing a certain task, or you
want to avoid a consequence for not doing something). Intrinsic motivation is doing something
for the sake of personal satisfaction. The primary motivator is internal (i.e. you do not expect
to get anything in return). The best description of a self-determined individual is someone who
believes they are in control of their own life, takes responsibility for their own behaviour (taking
credit and accepting blame), is self-motivated instead of driven by others’ standards or
external sources and determines their actions based on their own internal values and goals.
Many studies have shown that when an external system of reward/punishment is
implemented, it actually harms the ability of a child to develop their own internal motivators so
they will never do the ‘right’ thing unless there is a reward to be gained or a punishment to be
avoided.
It is easy to see how SDT applies to education: students are more likely to learn and succeed
in school when they are intrinsically motivated by their need for competence than when they
are extrinsically motivated by a reward/punishment system. SDT is doubly important for
children with SEND as these students are often struggling with meeting their need for
autonomy, as many decisions are made for them. Enhancing the self-determination of
students with SEND has been proven to result in many positive outcomes, including a greater
likelihood of gainful employment and a higher chance of living independently in the community.
I have no doubt that the needs of our students are best met when we support them to
understand and regulate their own behaviour through choice rather than extrinsic motivation.
Delivering short lived results through reward/punishment will not prepare them for a successful
future or deliver the autonomy they deserve to thrive in life.
Happy half term to everyone!
Page 14 of 37

Autism Research and Development
Ms Micah Grimshaw, Head of Autism Research and Development
E: micah.grimshaw@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

This week we welcomed a guest speaker from the beauty industry to Abbot’s Lea School, to
share her experiences as a young woman in what can be a high pressure role. Alex, aka The
Lipstick Lady, works as a creative makeup and nail artist at Glitter Hair and Beauty based in
Bootle. Alex also does a lot of online video blogging, answering questions from followers and
creating how-to videos.
Alex spoke honestly about what it is like to work in the beauty industry, and how to combat
online negativity and social media pressures. One of the students told Alex that she wished to
wear more colourful clothes and make up in her personal life, but felt too worried that others
would call her ‘weird’.
Alex made a decision to pursue a career in something that she was good at, and felt a lot of
joy from. This was despite others doubting her ability to do so, and telling her that being a
makeup artist wasn’t a “real job”. When describing the feeling of making others feel better
about themselves Alex said, “A quiet week” (meaning she has not made much money) “can
still be a fulfilling week.” Alex also identified that many of her clients benefit from using their
appointment time to talk about personal lives; including venting about things they were finding
difficult. Alex feels that clients are able to do this because they feel like they are in a safe
environment.
Alex also gave some good advice about how to tackle online bullying in particular,
recommending that girls immediately block users they feel bothered by and to talk to trusted
people about their experiences. The girls agreed that it was far better to focus on positive
comments and feedback, and to choose to believe that anyone posting negative comments
may just be experiencing something difficult in their lives – despite managing this the wrong
way.
Thank you Alex for your inspirational talk, and we are looking forward to seeing you again in
the future!

For more information and support on cyberbullying, please visit:
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/bullying-and-cyberbullying/
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School Business Support
Mr Andrew Cocklin, Head of Finance and Operations
E: andrew.cocklin@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

It’s been a busy week in the run up to half term. Firstly I wanted to pass on my thanks to the
Blue Coat School for inviting 30 of our students to take part in some fantastic workshops this
week. This included their Science Ceilidh led by an ex-student Lewis Hou and involved our
students and staff creating a very impressive ' slinky orchestra'. My thanks as well to Peter
Elson from Blue Coat for coordinating a fantastic event, which hopefully will lead to more
activities and collaboration between the two schools.
Onn Thursday, Key Stage 4 and 5 held some spooky events in their classes in the run up to
Halloween and gave the whole school a wonderful experience. My thanks to Miss
O'Callaghan for helping to coordinate this event and for making sure that I cleared Asda out
of all their bread rolls!
I hope all students, families and staff have an enjoyable half term break.

School Business Support
Mrs Michelle Griffiths, Head of HR
E: michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

What a busy week we have had. Well done to all our KS4 and KS5 classes for the amazing
Halloween event they held on Thursday, looks like everyone had a great day.
I would like to say well -done to two of our Supported Interns for their lively hosting of this
morning’s Secondary Assembly, Mr McVerry has a high standard to live up to after half term.
After a very long and busy term, I hope everyone has a relaxing half term break and comes
back refreshed for Term 2.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Early Years and Key Stage 1
Key Stage Leader: Miss O’Neill
Maria.O’Neill@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

This week we have been engaging in all things spooky and really enjoyed the Halloween party,
thank you KS4 and KS5 for welcoming us and putting on some fabulous games and treats for
us. Well done to our pupils for a fantastic start to the year and settling in so well.
Ireland
This week everyone had fun being scientists and experimenting with different resources to
make 'potions' and to make our spiders come to life! We have been developing our handwriting
skills by engaging in fine motor skills activities with a spooky twist. We've been reading our
Jolly Phonics book and having a go at forming the letter correctly using different resources like
the white board, brushes in sand and our fingers in shaving foam! This week we've been
reading 'A Magic Muddle' and 'Room on a Broom.' We listened for words that rhymed and
counted the different characters we found. We even got to go to the park this week to develop
our gross motor skills and identify all the signs of Autumn. We have worked so hard this term
and everyone should be so proud of themselves for a fantastic start to the year! Have a
wonderful mid-term break.
Wales
Wales class have had a fantastic week. We have been reading the story Room on the Broom
by one of our favourite authors, Julia Donaldson. We have been finding rhyming words and
practicing retelling the story. In maths we have been learning about how to describe where
objects are by learning preposition words and in Science we learnt about animal body parts.
We played lots of throwing and catching games in PE and learnt about Diwali and made
beautiful Diwa Lamps from salt dough. We had wonderful morning on Thursday at the
Halloween party playing lots of Halloween games and eating lots of spooky treats and in the
afternoon we decorated our pumpkins! Have a lovely half term everyone.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 2
Key Stage Leader: Mrs Lisa Walker
Lisa.Walker@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Portugal Class
What a fantastic term! The students have all settled well into their new classes and progress
is fantastic. We have learnt about traditional tales and twisted tales, Harvest and Black History
month this term - amazing!
Next term our topic is Anglo-Saxons and Vikings - very exciting!
Have a super week, Mrs Walker 🙂
Portugal
It has been a great week in Class Portugal! We have studied Black History Month, learning all
about famous people involved in the Movement such as Rosa Parks and Martin Luther King.
We all wrote about our dreams for the future too. We agreed that we would like an end to
racism and pollution.
We also took part in the school Halloween activities which was great fun!
Thank you to our families for all your support this half term - we look forward to the next one.
Have a great half term 🙂
USA
We've had a busy week this week! We enjoyed an employer experience at Lush in the City
Centre where we learnt about ethical trading and different job roles within the store and had
our last trip to golf. The Halloween Party on Thursday afternoon was a real highlight - thank
you very much top our friends in KS4/5 for organising! Well done Class USA, Mrs Walker 🙂
Italy
This week Italy class have been using fantastic vocabulary in our Maths measurement
lessons. We have been learning to use heavy, heavier, heaviest and light, lighter and lightest
when weighing our class objects. In English we have been finding out about the life events of
Martin Luther King Junior and sequencing these events in the correct order. In Science we
have been looking at animals and their babies and sequencing animal life cycles. In RE we
have been talking about caring for each other and how to become a kind friend. Well done
Italy class. Keep up the good work!
France
We've had a fantastic last week of term in class France. The pupils have all worked hard
continuing our measurement topic in Math, this week focusing on Mass and Capacity. We
have also enjoyed lots of Halloween crafts and activities. The pupils created their own Pop-up
Monsters and all thoroughly enjoyed the Halloween Party hosted by KS4 and 5. Keep up the
hard work class France!
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Spain
The students in Spain class have had another productive week and have enjoyed learning all
about Black History Month. The students have talked about the heroic actions of Martin Luther
King Jr, identified famous black sports people and learned about the life of Nelson Mandela.
In mathematics, the students have been learning how to measure accurately using rulers and
scales and in geography they have been learning all about our location. Everyone thoroughly
enjoyed the Halloween Party on Thursday and looked fabulous in their costumes.
Well done everyone for all your hard work this half term. We hope that you have a lovely break
and look forward to welcoming you back in school in November.
Brazil
We have all worked super hard in Brazil Class this week. In English we have been learning
about Heroes and learnt all about Martin Luther King's life and all the important work he did.
We then talked about our own heroes. In Maths we learnt about the properties of quadrilaterals
and created our own shapes. In Food Technology we made our own delicious dips which we
had designed ourselves and took them home. In Geography we identified map symbols in our
local area. We also had lots of fun getting dressed up for Halloween and enjoyed the
Halloween party.
Canada
Class Canada started the week with our Judo lesson with teacher Danny. We have really
enjoyed learning the Judo pin and how to get out of it. In food Technology we made fairy
cakes and decorated them for our Halloween party. In maths we have been learning about
comparing length, height, mass and learning how to work out division. We also enjoyed
dressing up and the spooky Halloween party on Thursday thanks to KS4/5.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 3
Key Stage Leader: Mr Mason
Ryan.Mason@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Portugal Class
Malawi
After channelling our inner Walliams last week, our Computing work had us emulating Quentin
Blake and designing our very own front covers for Mr Stink using Publisher.
For Design Technology, we designed jack-o-lanterns and worked in groups to put them onto
pumpkins, after getting messy and hollowing them out! Some have three faces and all are
extremely spooky. 👻
We learnt about London, its beginnings and how it has grown and changed for almost 2,000
years in Geography. Romans, Saxons, Normans and more, what a fascinating story!
In RE we have learnt about the Sikhism story of creation, and how it isn't a linear story like the
other religions we have explored this term.
We also worked on our toolbox and learned what tools we should use to help us come out of
the blue and red zones in Life Skills.
In Science, we have been looking at nutrition and this week we analysed the nutrients found
in different foods and made some very interesting discoveries, not all of them were good news
about some of our favourite foods!
Well done to all for their super work so far, enjoy your well-earned rest! 👍
Cape Verde
Cape Verde have had a fantastic week. We have been learning all about the history of
Halloween. We finished our story and did a book review. In PE we played basketball and
worked really well as a team. In food tech we made Halloween biscuits and decorated them.
Cape Verde created some amazing spooky acrostic poems and then in Art we decorated the
classroom and made ghosts. We finished the week with the Halloween day and activities and
finally celebrated Joe's and Lewis's Birthdays. Have a great half term holiday.
Madagascar
It has been a really enjoyable week in Class Madagascar in our final week before half term.
The students have a good time on a life skills trip to an Asda cafe and did some shopping
also. The class also loved taking part in the KS4/5 Halloween party. We hope you all have a
restful week off next week.
Kenya
We have had a brilliant week here in Kenya class! We started our week by heading over to
the famous Strawberry Field with Miss Metaxotou, where we saw the famous gates, the lovely
garden and participated in a mindfulness session. On Tuesday we were treated to a science
trip to the Blue Coat School along with Madagascar and Botswana classes, where we learned
about the science of sound in their beautiful chapel. On Wednesday we worked on building
our miniature models, using the kits kindly provided by the Warhammer shop in Central
Station, which has been a highlight of the term! On Thursday the pupils came in costume, and
were very excited for the Halloween party (shout out to the upper school for organising this).
Happy Friday and happy half term to everyone from Kenya class!

Page 20 of 37

Botswana
A big well done to the whole class this term. We have worked very hard and all deserve a rest
over half term! We have finished our division topic in maths which was very challenging for
some of us but everyone's persistence to overcoming difficulties has been a pleasure to see.
In D.T we have finally finished our evacuee suitcases with added name tags. A special
message from all of us to Miss Edwards wishing her a speedy recovery!
Peru
We have had a fantastic final week this week and have really enjoyed our Halloween day on
Thursday. We carved pumpkins, had a party and played games. In Literacy we have read
Halloween stories and in Maths we have consolidated our learning this term. In Science we
have looked at the properties of simple materials and have questioned why things are made
in the way they are. This has also linked with our speech and language targets this term
answering how and why questions. In Geography we have looked at maps and how to follow
directions using a map. We have worked very hard this term and have enjoyed our learning.
Seychelles
This week in Seychelles we have had a lots of Halloween fun, in food tech we made Halloween
biscuits and decorated them using different coloured icing pens and icing sugar. We also used
melted chocolate and marshmallows to decorate them. On Thursday we had a Halloween
party we enjoyed different games to win prizes and bought cakes. In Art we carried on painting
our canvases using water paints they all look fantastic and we look forward to displaying them
for everyone to see. All the children have worked really hard this term and have settled in
really well into class, they are all looking forward to a well-deserved week off. We hope you all
have a lovely half term and enjoy the break.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 4
Key Stage Leader: Miss Dallas
Katie.Dallas@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Portugal Class
Australia
We have a had 'spooky' week in class Australia. The students helped to decorate the KS4
and KS5 building in preparation for our whole school Halloween party on Thursday. We all
really enjoyed the 'ghastly, ghoulish' party and had lots of fun playing all of the different games
in each class.
As part of this term's theme 'our stories', class Australia welcomed a visitor on
Wednesday. Chris from 'Chatta' came into class to help the students with their storytelling
abilities by exploring different ways to promote imagination by linking imaging with
language. The students loved taking part in this fun-packed session!
Have a lovely break, see you in November.
Papua New Guinea
We have had a very exciting week in PNG! On Thursday we went on a visit to LUSH with our
school Job Coach Ms Armer. We had a tour of the shop, found out about the company and
made our own soap bar and bath bombs. We also had a competition where we had to guess
the mystery bath bomb using our sense of smell. Saeed was the champion! All pupils were
very well behaved throughout the trip!
On Friday we held the Halloween Party in our department. In our room we were directing duck
apple, pin the tail, Halloween hunt and wrap the mummy games. All pupils were very sensible
in assisting the lower key stages in taking part in the games. Wrap the Mummy seemed to be
the favourite game of most visitors. Thanks to Mr Murphy for being our mummy! Also thank
you to Caitlin who was key in arranging and organising the games.
We have been planning some changes to our Cuppa New Guinea menu that will be unveiled
in the new term...watch this space!
Have a lovely half term everyone!
Fiji
This week Fiji have been writing their own Gothic fiction in English and tying up any loose
ends by finishing any work before breaking up for half term. We also spent Wednesday
afternoon decorating our class and preparing for the Halloween party on Thursday. Our
classroom became a Halloween cinema and it was a great success and we hope everybody
enjoyed themselves. We wish all of our students and their families a great half term, have fun
and stay safe.
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Samoa
In English we planned and described our horror character I created a slimy, skinny monster
with razor sharp teeth and is faceless. In Maths we used big tape measures to measure
different objects in the class and each other. We debated capital punishment and we visited
Greenbank college. We saw an ex pupil Callum which was great - he told us all about his
course.
On Thursday we had a Halloween party and we had hot dogs to eat we played hoop throw,
ghost pong and ghostly bowling. Some of the costumes were great. Mr Cocklin even came
and played some of our games! On Friday we had life skills and a special activity. Enjoy your
week off!
By Sol Sweeney
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 5
Leaders: Mr McVerry and Miss Caddick
Anthony.McVerry@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Claire.Caddick@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
New Zealand
This week in New Zealand we have been preparing some slimy surprises for the rest of the
school to enjoy at our annual KS4/5 Halloween Party. It was a complete sell out and a great
success. We have been practicing writing very formal letters of complaint which we had lots
of fun with, especially reading them out to each other. In maths, Miss Boyle frazzled our brains
teaching us squared and cubed numbers. A little tricky at first but once we got going we
couldn't stop! We had our weekly dose of the apprentice in Employability and this week’s task
was based on Toys and coincidentally - Slime! Lots of tips taken to inform our own enterprise
but also lots of critiquing on how the teams could of worked better. We enjoyed our restorative
practice circle this week with Miss Roberts and continuing with her sessions on customer
service. Finally, some Halloween movies, games and treats to end a fantastic first half term
together. Thank you so much for all your hard work boys, I hope you have a well-deserved
rest. Miss Boyle & New Zealand Team 🙂
Tasmania
What an amazing busy week we have had in Tasmania class this week. In food tech we made
egg foo young which some of us tasted and thought it tasted delicious. Others decided to take
it home for someone at home to taste.
In English this week we have continued to read Grandpa’s Great Escape which has really
made us laugh, describing the security as a gorilla. In the story Jack is excited as he has
managed to find his grandpa. The story has led on to a topic that we have been covering,
encouraging us to use similes to describe a situation.
On Tuesday we went to visit Thornton College. Thornton College is a very small college with
around 45 students. Some of us liked it at Thornton College as it was so small and we didn’t
have to travel far to go to different classrooms. When we were at Thornton College, the
community police called in to just have a casual chat with the students which was fantastic.
On Thursday we hosted our Halloween party which we had planned for the whole school. We
ran this like an enterprise project for our students to be able to handle food correctly using the
food hygiene procedures that they have been following in our food tech lessons. Also to
practise our money maths skill and working out the total costs and changes. We all had an
absolute fantastic time interacting with everyone across the whole school. It was great to hear
our customers’ positive comment of our services. We hope everyone had enjoyed the party
as much as we did.
Christmas Island
This week’s letter written by Caitlin Brennan. On Wednesday morning, we had girls club and
we met Alex, and we talked about nails and beauty, I enjoyed it. On Thursday, we went to
Knowsley College, we met a nice lady named Paula, and I’ve met Paula before from last year
in my first visit with my mum. I like this college, and I hope I will go there in the future. On
Friday, some of us went to see Maleficent 2 in Woolton cinema, and some of us went to the
other class Tasmania. In the afternoon, our class had our own Halloween party, thank you
Sophie King's Mum! I have had the best week in school, and have a good half term.
By Caitlin Brennan
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Job Coach
Ms Claire Caddick, Job Coach
E: Claire.caddick@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Quite a busy week in the Careers Team, with a lot of hands-on learning experiences across
the school. In the Fire Cadets session on Monday, we were treated with a visit from Belle Vale
Fire Station. The firefighters brought their engine and showed us all of the fire-fighting
equipment and breathing apparatus. We were able to ask quite specific questions about the
scope of training and resilience needed to be a firefighter and we all had the opportunity to
squirt water from the hoses (I stood well back)!
On Tuesday and Wednesday, classes from KS2 and KS4 visited Lush Liverpool and Spa for
a hands-on employer exposure visit. It is fair to say that it has been one of my favourite days
since working at Abbot's Lea School. The staff in Lush showed us around the store with
interactive activities to help us remember some key learnings about the company, their
products and sustainability. We were able to pretend to be scientists when we got the
opportunity to make our own bath bombs and lotions using natural and ethically sourced
products. We learnt about how the company was supporting workers over -as to get a more
fair salary for their labour in growing materials such as cocoa butter. Class USA did an
amazing job regulating themselves in an environment that was sensory-challenging. It was a
pleasure to spend the morning with them and to see them getting involved in a wide variety of
learning activities.
On Wednesday, I visited girls club whose guest of the week was a make-up artist. We talked
about turning your hobbies and passions into careers and also about how you deal with
negativity online and in person. I also met with Chris Williams from Chatta who introduced me
to an app designed to use images and audio recordings to help with task completion and
memory recall. I was really interested in speaking to Chris because Supported Internship is
still within its infancy and we are constantly looking at innovative ways to make our interns
journey easier. I will be following up on this meeting as I have lots of ideas of how to use
Chatta with our interns and employers.
On Friday the Supported interns at Regenda led secondary assembly and then visited some
of the secondary classes for Questions and Answers. I was very proud of their level of
confidence and their ability to share their journey with their peers. We are hoping for the other
interns to also lead assembly next term.
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Data Protection Officer
Mrs Kim Adair
E: kim.adair@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Most of you will know me as Mrs Hildrey’s PA and Clerk to Governors. However, I also have
another role in school: I am the Data Protection Officer.
The Data Protection Officer must take steps to ensure that the way we handle data in our
school is in line with the rules under the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and
Data Protection Act 2018.
The General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) is a piece of EU-wide legislation which
determines how people’s personal data is processed and kept safe, and the legal rights
individuals have in relation to their own data.
‘Personal data’ means information that can identify a living individual.
The regulation applies to all schools, and will apply even after the UK leaves the EU.
Main principles
Data must be:
-

processed lawfully, fairly and transparently;
collected for specific, explicit and legitimate purposes;
limited to what is necessary for the purposes for which it is processed;
accurate and kept up to date;
held securely;
only retained for as long as is necessary for the reasons it was collected

There are also stronger rights for individuals regarding their own data.
The individual’s rights include:
-

to be informed about how their data is used,
to have access to their data,
to rectify incorrect information,
to have their data erased,
to restrict how their data is used,
to move their data from one organisation to another and to object to their data being
used at all.

The overall aim of the GDPR is to keep people's sensitive data safe
and secure!
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HOW TO KEEP PERSONAL DATA SAFE!
DO
Remember that data protection laws DO NOT stop you from reporting safeguarding
concerns

Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’

Personal data: any information relating to an identifiable living person, e.g. name, contact
details, ID numbers, attendance and assessment information, financial information
Sensitive personal data: includes information that reveals someone’s ethnic origin, political
opinions, religion, sexuality or health. In our school, it also means safeguarding information,
and whether a child is looked-after, has SEN, or is eligible for free school meals



You must still report to the relevant people where you’re concerned about a child.
You do not need anyone’s consent to do this

Only collect the information you actually need




When you’re requesting information (for example, via consent forms, admissions
forms or surveys) ask yourself “Do I really need this? What will I actually use it for?”
If you don’t need it, or only want it “just in case”, don’t collect it
If you’ve already collected personal information that you don’t need, delete it

Keep personal data anonymous, if possible
For example, if you’re emailing a colleague about accommodating a pupil’s
religion, or about managing a pupil’s medical condition, don’t name the child if
you don’t need to
This is particularly important with photographs for external use – if you have an
image of a child, don’t attach their name to it unless you have explicit consent to
do so
Think before you put information up on the wall


If your display is an essential part of teaching and learning, or helps to keep pupils
safe, it’s fine. This might include medical information, or a list of parents’ evening
appointments. Still only display the information you really need to



If your display is non-essential, promotional, or there might be a safeguarding risk,
either ask the pupil or parents for consent first or just don’t display it

Take care when you’re taking personal information home with you


Sign documents containing personal data out and in from School



Keep physical documents in a secure, closed folder along with your contact
details in case the folder is lost
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Store the documents in a safe place at home – don’t leave them in your car or at a
friend’s house

Practice good ICT security


Passwords should be at least 8 characters, with upper and lower-case letters and
special characters



Password-protect documents and email attachments that include personal data



Always double-check that you’re emailing personal data to the correct person,
who is authorised to see it



Use ‘bcc’ when you’re emailing a group of people who don’t have email addresses
for everyone else in the group, e.g. parents or volunteers

DON’T
Leave personal data out on your desk


Keep your desk clear, so people cannot see information about others accidentally.
The same goes for personal data written on post-it notes, on top of the printer, or
on an unattended computer screen

Take any sensitive personal information home with you


If the information is confidential, sensitive or risky, it’s best to leave it on the school
site or computer system, where there are security measures and processes in
place

Use memory sticks
If you really need to use one, make sure it is encrypted.
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Students of the Week 8
EYFS/Key Stage One
Ireland

Rhys Coppell

Wales

Archie Moon
Key Stage Two

Portugal

Charlie Waddington

USA

Mason Robinson - Stopforth

Brazil

Charlie Coleman

France

Gerard Owen

Canada

Molly Rigby

Spain

Matthew Lam

Italy

Tyler Wilson
Key Stage Three

Madagascar

Liam Birtles

Seychelles

Flynn Bligh

Cape Verde

Tunji Jones

Botswana

Leon Lynes

Mozambique

Joshua Townsend

Malawi

Patrice Masali-Monga

Kenya

AJ Kennedy

Peru

Maddie Drost
Key Stage Four

Australia

Spencer Sandison

Papua New Guinea

Jessica Smith

Samoa

Louis Murphy

Fiji

Lewis
Key Stage Five

New Zealand

Oliver Maxwell

Tasmania

Lucas Howard

Christmas Island

Megan Hall
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Photographs from Week 8
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Head’s Weekly Newsletter

Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

TERM 2
WEEK
NUMBER

W/C

Date

Event

Comment

9

Mon 04.11.2019

04.11.19



Greenbank College Visit – Fiji Class

Weekly assessment of students’ progress

Tue

05.11.19



Thornton College Visit – Fiji Class

Wed

06.11.19



Thurs

07.11.19



Fri

08.11.19



Mon 11.11.2019

11.11.19



Tue

12.11.19



Wed

13.11.19



Thurs

14.11.19



Fri

15.11.19



Mon 18.11.2019

18.11.19



09:00 - Vaccinations (Fluenz) Primary Dept



Myerscough College Visit – Fiji Class
Thornton College Visit – Samoa Class

10

11

Tue

19.11.19



Wed

20.11.19



Thurs

21.11.19



Assemblies and Coffee Morning are open to families. Parking is
available on site on a “first-come-first-served basis” only. No
photography permitted.
Myerscough College Visit – New Zealand Class

World Kindness Day

Assemblies and Coffee Morning are open to families. Parking is
available on site on a “first-come-first-served basis” only. No
photography permitted.

World Philosophy Day
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12

Fri

22.11.19



Mon 25.11.2019

25.11.19



Festival of Learning all week

Tue

26.11.19



Thornton College Visit – New Zealand Class

Wed

27.11.19



Thurs

28.11.19



Fri

29.11.19



12:00-14:00 KS4 Football Match – Jeffrey Humble
Football Centre

Assemblies and Coffee Morning are open to families. Parking is
available on site on a “first-come-first-served basis” only. No
photography permitted.



FAB! Christmas Fair

Time to be confirmed

FESTIVAL OF LEARNING

Sat 30.11.2019
13

14

Mon 02.12.2019

02.12.19



Tue

03.12.19



Wed

04.12.19



Thurs

05.12.19



Fri

06.12.19



Saturday

07.12.19



Mon 09.12.2019

09.12.19



Tue

10.12.19



Wed

11.12.19



Thurs

12.12.19



Assemblies and Coffee Morning are open to families. Parking is
available on site on a “first-come-first-served basis” only. No
photography permitted.

Term 2 Governing Body Meeting – 16:30-18:30

Assemblies and Coffee Morning are open to families. Parking is
available on site on a “first-come-first-served basis” only. No
photography permitted.

Human Rights Day

Dress Rehearsal Primary (Christmas assembly)
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Fri

15

13.12.19

Mon 16.12.2019

16.12.19

Tue

17.12.19

Wed

18.12.19

Thurs

19.12.19

Fri

20.12.19



Primary Christmas Assembly



Secondary Christmas Assembly

END OF TERM 2 AT 13:30

Assemblies and Coffee Morning are open to families. Parking is
available on site on a “first-come-first-served basis” only. No
photography permitted.

School closes at 13:30
Packed lunch provided

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY: Monday, 23 December 2019 to Friday, 3 January 2020
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