Head’s Weekly Newsletter
Issue 9, 8 November 2019

Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Dear Students, Families, Colleagues and Friends,
Welcome to today’s newsletter and to this second term of the year. Given the seven weeks of learning
allocated to this particular period of time, it is important for me to update you on the priorities identified
by us as the team for the days ahead:
1. Attendance of our students – we continue to ask for your support in this area. This plea goes
out to students, families and the staff for working together to make sure that every day we can
learn, we do so! Sadly, we will lose one day of school-based learning this term due to General
Election and we will ensure that some home-based learning projects are sent home ahead of
that day to help keep the focus on areas of progress.
2. Reading – this is an area of our school’s work we are very passionate about. Reading is open
to all ages, abilities and interests and there are so many purposes to it: reading for pleasure,
discovery of facts and new knowledge, research, news updates, picture-reading and social
communication (including social media, which, whether we love it or loathe it, is here to stay).
We encourage reading with your children every day and it does not really matter what the
reading is, as long as it is age-appropriate and promotes positive and healthy reflections and
decisions, it will help a young person grow and develop.
3. Self Regulation – we all have good times and the bad and our coping strategies for dealing
with stress vary at times. Our school’s approach to Zones of Regulations reflects widely
accepted fact that we are more likely to deal with situations better if we are aware of our
emotions, accept them, acknowledge we need help and learn to accept it from outside or, in a
higher state of awareness, self-regulate in a way which is helpful and not harmful to ourselves
and also to others. This may sound simple but is a life-long skill to develop and acquire.
Unsurprisingly, we therefore work closely with the students of all ages on supporting them with
this important self-discovery and we encourage all those who wish to learn more about Zones
of Regulation and how they could be developed for outside of school to contact us for help.
4. Rigour – following last term’s “getting to know each other”, I now expect every teacher to have
a very good baseline of every student’s needs and a clear and rigorous plan in place for their
academic progress, specialist therapeutic support and development of life skills. My Plans ©
have changed this year and we look to testing how rigorously they drive our holistic curriculum
provision. The leaders will be carrying out a series of lesson observations, work scrutiny and
teacher meetings to moderate our view regarding Quality of Education here at Abbot’s Lea.
5. Lived Experience – I am very keen to gather the views of stakeholders: students, families and
staff, about their lived experience of ALS. Please expect some surveys coming your way and
other view-gathering initiatives – I value every single one of your views and suggestions as to
how we can make our school even better.
There is, of course, so much more on our minds as we rapidly approach the end of this calendar year
and yet, I wanted to highlight just a few to seek your support in making the coming weeks productive!
Thank you in advance for your help and I wish you a very good weekend,
Mrs A. Hildrey
Headteacher

Behaviour Support - Family Information Session
We are proud of our school’s inclusive ethos and culture.
Our Code of Conduct: Golden Rules © is:
1. Be here. Every day…
2. Work hard and be nice
3. Never give up on yourself or others
4. Stay positive and be happy!

We have enriched our holistic approaches to supporting our
students and would like to share our policy and examples of
practice with the families.
We would like to invite families of our students to an Information
Session on positive behaviour support on offer here at Abbot’s
Lea School.
The sessions will be held on Wednesday, 4 December 2019:
Session 1: 09:30-10:30
Session 2: 15:30-16:30
Please contact Kim Adair, Headteacher’s PA to book a place.
Kim.adair@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Please note parking on site will be limited and only offered on a
first-come-first-served basis.
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Term dates
Term starts on:
Term ends on:
Christmas Holiday:
Term 3

Monday 4 November 2019
Friday 20 December 2019 - finishing at 1:30pm
Monday 23 December 2019 to Friday 3 January 2020

Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’

Students arrive on:
Term ends on:
February Holiday:

Monday 6 January 2020
Friday 14 February 2020
Monday 17 February 2020 to Friday 21 February 2020

Term 4
Term starts on:
Term ends on:
Spring Holiday:
Bank holidays:

Monday 24 February 2020
Friday 3 April 2020 – finishing at 1:30pm
Monday 6 April 2020 to Friday 17 April 2020
Friday, 10 April 2020 – Good Friday
Monday, 13 April 2020 – Easter Monday

Term 5
Students arrive on:
Bank holiday:
Term ends on:
May Holiday:

Monday, 20 April 2020
8 May 2020 – Early Bank Holiday (VE Day)
Friday 22 May 2020
Monday 25 May 2020 (Bank Holiday) to Friday 29 May 2020

Term 6
Term starts on:
Official leaving date:
Staff Transition INSET:

Monday 1 June 2020
Friday 26 June 2020*
Friday 10 July 2020 – school closed to students

Transition Week:
Students’ last day:
Staff training day:
Term ends on:

Monday 13 July-Friday 17 July 2020**
Friday 17 July 2020 – finishing at 1:30pm
Monday 20 July – school closed to students
Monday 20 July 2020

*Friday 26 June 2020 is an official leaving date for the students in Year 11 as well as those in
Key Stage Five who are finishing their education at ALS that summer.
** Transition Week is a period of time during which the students will be taught in their next
year’s classes – this is to support smooth transition into ALS, into a new Department, Key
Stage or a new class.
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THE ISABELLA TRUST
Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’

Page 4 of 27

Page 5 of 27

Deputy Headteacher
Mr McVerry, Deputy Headteacher
E: anthony.mcverry@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Welcome back, I hope everyone had a brilliant and restful break. It was great to get back into
the swing of things and to get moving on a number of projects this week. On Tuesday, this
begins within Key Stage 4 and 5 with the BIMA Digital Day, which last year we won and the
students got to visit Vodafone, who set the challenge. This year there are a set of new
challenges, challenges that I am really happy and enthused by, the one that stands out the
most to me is challenge 2. It asks the students to think of a way of cleaning up the world’s
oceans and to develop a piece of technology that will support this. There are however three
challenges and each class will pick one and I look forward to seeing the presentations at the
end of the day. We will also welcome the Liverpool City Region Metro Mayor for part of the
day. He will be meeting last year’s winners and looking at the plans that students have this
year.
This week our students have had an array of learning opportunities, form trips out visiting the
World Museum to learning about Bonfire Night and Remembrance Day. I was privileged to
lead both the primary and secondary assemblies this week and hold a pause in time for
students and staff to reflect on the true meaning of the day. All of our students should be so
proud of themselves, they showed so much respect during the time and I was blown away.
You are all a credit to yourselves and the school, for me it was a very special and emotive
moment and so proud of every single one of you.
During both assemblies I shared with them the true meaning of the poppy and why it is used
as a symbol of Remembrance Day. The red on the poppy symbolises those who have fought
and lost their lives in conflicts across the world, the black in the centre of the poppy symbolises
those who have lost people to conflict and the green leaf symbolises the battlefields. I also
shared that the green leaf on the poppy should be facing towards 11 o'clock to symbolise the
eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month.
I really do enjoy delivering the assemblies and sharing key learning about the world, these are
important messages for our students to be exposed to, they may not agree with everything,
which is fine, but they need to have an understanding of the world around them. I am
passionate about exposure to world learning and allowing students to make a free choice
about what they believe, feel and get involved in, for me this is important. Life learning takes
place outside of the classroom, and being a part of society today requires this and require
them to shape their own views and opinions. I would never impose my own views on any
students, however I feel it is important that they understand others views and then take them
away, break them down and form their own views.
We are an inclusive school and I want us to celebrate that, we are all unique, we are all special
and we all have a purpose, that is something I genuinely believe and one of the reasons I went
into teaching, to make sure everyone had an equal opportunity that meets their own
aspirations and needs.
I hope you have a wonderful weekend
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Care and Safeguarding
Ms Alison Twomey, Head of Care and Safeguarding
E: Alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

I would like to draw your attention to the ‘Behaviour Support: Families Information Session’
taking place in school on Wednesday 4 December. Two sessions are running and please
contact Kim Adair, Headteacher’s PA, to book a place.
Session 1: 09:30-10:30
Session 2: 15:30-16:30
As you may already be aware, our new Behaviour Support Policy rejects the model of external
management of behaviour (reward / consequence) and instead utilises a person centred
framework for providing long-term support to our students, including those with mental health
conditions, who have, or may be at risk of developing, behaviours that challenge. It is a blend
of person centred values and behavioural science and uses evidence to inform decisionmaking.
Our behaviour support methodologies are based on a set of overarching values. These values
include the commitment to providing support that promotes inclusion, choice, participation and
equality of opportunity. The key principle behind our new policy is that behaviours that
challenge always happen for a reason and may be the student’s only way of communicating
an unmet need. It is therefore vital to understand the reason for the behaviour so we can better
meet students’ needs, enhance their quality of life and reduce the likelihood that the behaviour
will happen again.
Such an approach is proactive and preventative and aims to teach children and young people
new skills to replace behaviours that challenge – and other skills that will enhance the
opportunities they have for independent, interesting and meaningful lives.
I urge as many families as possible to join the information session on 4 December where we
will be able to discuss our policy in detail and provide clarity about the manner in which your
child will be supported with their behaviour in school.
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Autism Research and Development
Ms Micah Grimshaw, Head of Autism Research and Development
E: micah.grimshaw@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

This week I was joined by Miss Caddick, Job Coach, as Abbot’s Lea School was requested to
deliver Autism training to two separate organisations; The Regenda Group (social housing)
and National Fire Cadets. I would like to thank Miss Caddick for her support and valuable input
into each of those sessions. The funding that we receive for external training and support will
be reinvested into school and staff development.
In order to deliver meaningful training, it is important to ensure that the content of training is
backed with current research and thinking.
At Abbot’s Lea School we view Autism as part of Neurodiversity; celebrating being autistic as
part of a person’s identity.

Historically, society has operated on a
‘medical model of disability’. This
means that if a person has a
diagnosis, the blame is with them and
specialist support is required to help
that person access the world.
We now see a greater movement
towards a ‘social model of disability’.
This places the blame on society. An
example of this would be if a
wheelchair user was unable to access
a building because a stairway was the
only access. Who needs to adjust?
Everyone can use a ramp, not
everyone can use a stairway.
Similarly, better awareness and
appropriate adjustments can make
environments more accessible for
autistic people.
We are committed to sharing our expertise beyond Abbot’s Lea School to promote a better
world for our students to live in, and for autistic people and their allies everywhere.
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School Business Support
Mr Andrew Cocklin, Head of Finance and Operations
E: andrew.cocklin@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

It has been a different week this one for me; I spent the first few days in Whiston Children's
department after my daughter was admitted on Monday. The support from start to finish was
exemplary and I can't thank them enough for the amazing level of care that they gave her.
She is home now and back to her cheeky best, but it's so reassuring to know that in a time of
need, we have such excellent support services around us and for that I'm truly grateful.
On a work note, I met with some really good organisations over the half term week to look at
all aspects of the school site and how we can improve it. Hopefully their plans and ideas will
start to come through in the next few weeks, so that they can be shared with Governors in
December. I will also be visiting other schools over the next month or so, to see how they do
things and whether we can learn from them, use their ideas or share our own good practice.
All in all, exciting times at Abbot's Lea but a lot of hard work ahead.

School Business Support
Mrs Michelle Griffiths, Head of HR
E: michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Welcome back to everyone after our half term break. While students and most of the staff
were on holiday last week the Facilities Team were busy with repairs to the school building thank you to the team for all of their hard work.
This week we are hosting 4 teaching students from Hope University who are in their second
year of their Primary Teaching degree. The students have been observing SEN practice all
week and will be taking their learning on to future placements. We hope you have enjoyed
your stay with us.
On Friday our development on the subject of Restorative Practice continues with training for
Teachers in how to use RP techniques with students. This will help reflection on positive
experiences and also to restore relationships where needed.
Hope everyone has an enjoyable weekend.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Early Years and Key Stage 1
Key Stage Leader: Miss O’Neill
Maria.O’Neill@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

This has been an exciting week as we began our new topic of Our World and in EYFS/KS1
we are 'Going on Safari.' We are immersing ourselves in our book called 'Handas Surprise'
which will influence our activities for the week and also reading Safari stories as part of our
end of day story time.
Ireland
This week we had fun learning all about Autumn and the seasons in science and
understanding the world around us. We used our dressing skills to put on our waterproofs and
wellies to go outside and collect the Autumn leaves.
Our rhyme this week was 'Baa Baa Black Sheep,' we talked about where wool comes from
and found the words that sounded the same. The class showed confidence in singing in front
of others. This week we also celebrated Bonfire night, learning important information and
creating firework pictures.
Wales
Welcome back to a very exciting term 2 for Wales class! This week we have had such a
fantastic start to our ‘On safari’ theme by finding clues to our new story: a pineapple, a map of
Africa, a photograph of a girl and a word card saying ‘surprise!’ It was the wonderful story of
Handa’s Surprise! We loved reading the story and recognising animals from Africa taking the
exotic fruits from Handa’s basket. In maths we have been exploring weight and using lots of
new vocabulary such as heavy and light.
In science we have been learning about seasons. We loved listening to our new seasons song
and sorting pictures to the right season. On Thursday we went on a lovely autumnal drive
looking at autumnal changes in our local environment. We saw lots of beautiful orange, brown,
yellow and red leaves!
We then had lots of fun on the playground equipment. We learnt about Bonfire Night and The
Gun Powder Plot and created beautiful firework art on the iPads, using words like ‘crackle’,
‘pop’ and ‘bang’! We also learnt about Remembrance Day and made poppies using different
textures of red materials. Have a lovely weekend everyone!
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 2
Key Stage Leader: Mrs Lisa Walker
Lisa.Walker@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Portugal Class
Key Stage 2 have this week reflected on the reasons for Remembrance and the history
of Bonfire Night. In today's Assembly students listened carefully to Mr. McVerry and some of
our older students as they talked about the symbol of the poppy and read poems to remind us
of those lost to war.
Portugal
We have been doing about plants in science parts of flowers and trees.
In Maths we have been doing number bonds to 10 and we enacted Farmer Pete's song of
sheep in a pen.
In RE we have studied the Good Samaritan story and had fun re-enacting the story in class.
USA
As well as studying the British Values linked to Remembrance and Bonfire Night, Class USA
visited the World Museum to immerse ourselves in the lives of The Romans in readiness of
this terms topic!
Italy
Italy class have worked hard this week in English. We wrote our own spells and completed
some speaking and listening activities to celebrate Bonfire Night. In Maths we found one more
and one less and ten more and ten less of a given number. In RE we have been finding out
about Light in different religions. We talked about the story of Rama and Sita and found out
how Hindu's celebrate Diwali. We made our own Diwali lamps out of clay.
France
We've had a great first week back after half term. For English this week the pupils have been
learning about Bonfire Night and Remembrance Day. They have created their own senses
poem all about the sights, sounds and smells of Bonfire Night. For Remembrance Day we
have been looking at lots of artefacts from WW2 and talking about the importance of poppies.
For Math we have been using the language of 'more, less and equals' and using this to solve
number and word problems. We also started our new PE Judo lessons for this half term which
they all thoroughly enjoyed! Keep up the hard work France class! 🙂
Spain
The students in Spain class have had an excellent first week back in school. They have been
learning about the history of Bonfire Night, firework safety, Remembrance Day and
consolidating their understanding of letters and sounds. In mathematics, the students have
been learning to use the language of less than and greater than when comparing numbers.
The students enjoyed their PSHE trip to Liverpool Anglican Cathedral and have made two
lovely displays of Bonfire Night fireworks and Remembrance Day poppies. Well done
everyone for another superb week.
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Brazil
In Class Brazil we have enjoyed our first week back after the half term. We started the week
off learning about Bonfire night and being safe around fireworks. We also learnt about
Remembrance Day and why people wear poppies. In Maths we have learnt about symmetry.
We used mirrors to help find the lines of symmetry. We enjoyed our circuit training in PE, using
different equipment. We also talked about cyber bullying.
Canada
This week Canada class started their golf sessions down at the golf range in Netherley. We
learnt how to hold the golf club in the correct way and practiced hitting the ball with the help
of Mr Crowther. We had some fantastic shots and even perfected our stance after we hit the
ball - just like the professionals! We learnt about Remembrance Day, and made our own
poppies, as well as holding a minutes silence to remember those who have lost their lives in
the war. Earlier in the week we learnt about staying safe on bonfire night so that we were
ready to enjoy the evening with our families. 
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 3
Key Stage Leader: Mr Mason
Ryan.Mason@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Portugal Class
Malawi
Malawi have had a great first week back after half term. In English we are continuing to enjoy
the book ‘Mr Stink’ by David Walliams. On Tuesday, we enjoyed learning all about ‘The Gun
Powder Plot’ and why we celebrate Bonfire Night on the 5th November every year. We talked
about how to keep ourselves safe around fireworks and enjoyed making some chocolate
dipped apples in Food Technology! We had bonfire themed maths lessons this week and the
children had to use their times table knowledge to solve multiplication calculations to create
colourful bonfire pictures. In RE we learnt about the Hindu festival of light (Diwali) and how it
is celebrated. Well done Malawi on all your hard work this week!
Cape Verde
Cape Verde have begun our new top 'Our World' and we will be learning all about Africa. We
have been reading our class book 'The No1 Car Spotter'. It was exciting to learn about the
young boy's life in the story.
We learnt about bonfire night this week and Guy Fawkes along with beginning to think about
Remembrance Day.
In Art we made our Christmas cards. In science we looked at the life processes of plants and
animals.
In RE we looked at Diwali, the festival of light and will be continuing to learn all about
Hinduism.
Great week Cape Verde. Well done.
Madagascar
Madagascar class has had a great week back after the half term break. We have been looking
at the new topic of Angles in Maths. We've also looked onto the history of Madagascar and
African inspired Art.
Pupils enjoyed a trip to the Lush shop in Liverpool Town Centre were they received a tour
over three floors and got to make their very own Bath Bomb. We have completed life skills
lessons on the topic of 'Diversity' which all pupils enjoyed and took part in.
Congratulations to our pupil of the week Mann Ng.
Have a great weekend!
Kenya
Great first week back for Kenya class after half-term! We have started work on our new topic
'African Culture' and will continue with this theme over the coming weeks. This week, we have
learned about Remembrance Day and also looked at WW1 in history. We have continued with
our book in English (James and The Giant Peach) and had to plan our own voyages across
the Atlantic Ocean! This week we also had our first coaching session with LFC, the students
really enjoyed this and got really involved. Please note that for this half-term, students will
need their P.E kits in school on a Monday. Hope you all have a lovely weekend!
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Botswana
This week in Botswana we have delved straight into our term topic; the continent of Africa.
Here's what we have been up to:
We explored different forms of art and crafts across Africa in our Art lesson and used what we
had seen to create our own African sunset silhouettes. There are elements of animals and lots
of oranges, reds and yellows used which we blended together with animal outlines to create
our own picturesque scenes.
In Food Tech, we learnt about the different cuisines from several regions of Africa, their varying
cooking techniques and using loads of exciting herbs and spices to create tasty dishes which,
we then sampled! The couscous salad and lamb wraps weren't to everyone's liking but we're
all excited to cook some of the dishes we explored in our lessons this term.
In Citizenship, we began looking at democracy, how it works and our role within it as voters
and, in a way, how we help run the country. We played a game which involved debating some
hot topics; we split into two parties and researched our arguments, leading to some very
exciting discussion.
Enjoy your weekend, class. Great first week back!
Seychelles
In Seychelles this week we have been very busy for the first week back. We started to look
at our new topic this term 'African culture!’ We have welcomed back Miss Moran to our class
as she has been off on maternity leave. In Design and Technology we looked at traditional
African patterns, and we designed our own. We are continuing with our class story of the
Midnight Gang, It is beginning to get very exciting! In P.E we have begun to explore different
moves in Gymnastics. Finally in Art on Friday we have created our own designs for Christmas
cards which the children have taken home for you to buy if you wish.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 4
Key Stage Leader: Miss Dallas
Katie.Dallas@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Portugal Class
Australia
The students in class Australia have had a very productive week. In English we have started
to read 'The Little Prince'. We all gave our predictions on what the story may be about and
look forward to seeing if any of our predictions are right!
We have started our Christmas festivities a little early in class (well, Halloween is over)! In art,
the students have designed their own Christmas cards ready to send home, the results were
fantastic and very festive indeed.
This term's topic in RE is Judaism. We started off with an introductory lesson, looking at the
story of Moses and the Ten Commandments. The students thought carefully about which three
of the commandments were the most important to them and why.
Papua New Guinea
We have been extremely busy this week in PNG, we have started a new unit in English on a
book called Under the Hawthorne Tree which is set in the time of the Irish Famine. We have
been exploring the context of the novel as well as some of the language used. In Maths we
have been exploring multiple numbers, investigating patterns and making predictions. In
Science we have started learning about the Solar System we did independent investigations
on the planets and will be sharing our findings with the rest of the class.
On Tuesday we went on a visit to TATE Liverpool to view the Keith Haring exhibition. All
students were fantastically behaved and enjoyed discovering what his various influences
were. Have a lovely weekend everyone!
Samoa
In English we have been reading in Gulliver travels. In maths we have been learning about cm
and m and km. In science we have been learning about breathing, you have two lungs. We
have been designing our Christmas cards. We did are star reader and star maths test. In RE
we have been learning about women in Christianity. In P.E we have been playing basketball.
Have a good weekend! 🙂
By Brendan
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 5
Leaders: Mr McVerry and Miss Caddick
Anthony.McVerry@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Claire.Caddick@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
New Zealand
This week in New Zealand class we have been doing letter writing in English and fractions in
maths. On Wednesday our new Juice Zealand "shake it up" milkshakes were a great success:
we received over 30 orders! The students have also made their own Kahoot quizzes to play
with the class. We have also started a new topic of "exploring business and enterprise" in
employability, and student of the week Dan Kotas helped to teach a lesson to the class. The
students have also designed their Christmas cards to be sent to their families. During
restorative practice, the students shared with the group their goals and dreams which they
wish to achieve in the future, and which goals they have already achieved whilst in school.
Tasmania
This week we have continued to read as a class Grandpa’s Great Escape. This has led onto
a class discussion which was very interesting coming up with a variety of ideas.
During food technology, we had decided to make cheese macaroni from scratch. We followed
instructions on how to make the sauce and being able to mix it all together without making any
lumps. Some of us decided to take it home and thought it was really nice.
On Thursday we went to the gym, it was a bit of a rainy day so we went to the gym using the
school minibus but it was still just as much fun.
In maths we have started a new topic and started to work on time starting off with calendar
work. We have learnt a new technique with how to learn how many days each month has in.
We all really enjoyed this method and we nearly all know how to work out how many days
each month has. This will then lead on to us learning how to spell the days of the week and
the months of the year.
In employability we have been looking at customer service and how we can apply our skills
into a work place. We are looking forward to continuing with this.
We have also been working hard with our own designed Christmas cards which you would
have received this week. We hope you like what we have done.
Have a fantastic weekend!
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Job Coach
Ms Claire Caddick, Job Coach
E: Claire.caddick@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

This week I have been lucky enough to join Miss Grimshaw, Head of Autism, Research and
Development to deliver training to one of our employers (supported internship), and also to
fire service staff/ cadet staff from all over the country who met up in Birmingham as they
wanted to learn how to make cadets more inclusive for autistic people.
The session we delivered to an employer on Wednesday, was designed for their people
services and HR teams around reasonable adjustments in the workplace. As we are in our
second year of internship delivery, we are continuously learning new ways to support Autistic
people in their roles and we feel that this knowledge and these strategies should be shared to
employers to raise awareness of the need for work places to become more Neuro friendly.
The training we delivered challenges employers to question why they may have policies or
practices that hinder autistic employees and are the reasons such policies and practices exist
because of the need to fall in line with what the traditional expectations of workplace
professionalism is.
Over my career, I have been fortunate enough to support hundreds of young people into
employment within the UK and internationally. All of my cohorts have been young people with
major barriers to employment such as criminality, long term NEET and even cohorts of young
people who lived in slum communities within India, who were physically disabled on purpose
in order to increase funding from street begging. The journeys and challenges in persuading
employers to provide opportunities for young people has looked different throughout my career
and also different based on the barriers the young people have.
This has lead me to believe, that the most real and challenging barrier is that of discrimination
and lack of awareness from employers. I believe everyone deserves to and is able to be in
paid employment if that is their aspiration and by creating neuro- harmony and inclusivity
environments those aspirations are completely achievable. We have a long way to go and a
lot of work to do in order to increase that incredibly low percentage of autistic people who are
in employment. I feel privileged to be able to use my role to help promote awareness locally.
We will never ever stop investigating ways and chasing opportunities to benefit the future of
Abbot’s Lea School students and those who are yet to join us.
Have a great weekend.
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Data Protection Officer
Mrs Kim Adair
E: kim.adair@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Under the GDPR, it’s crucial to identify the lawful basis (or legal reason) you can use to justify
why you process personal data.
What are the lawful bases and why do they matter?
For all data processing activity you do under the GDPR, you must identify a 'lawful basis'. The
lawful bases are broadly similar to the 'conditions for processing' in the Data Protection Act
1998.
You should have identified your conditions for processing under the DPA, so the chances are
you'll find an equivalent appropriate basis under the GDPR.
You now need to be clearer about which basis you use and when. There’s no hierarchy of
bases, so none is ‘better’ than any other – the one(s) you choose in each case will depend
entirely on the reason(s) you’re processing the data, and your relationship with the individual
it relates to.
It’s important to identify your lawful basis, or bases, correctly first time, as you can’t
swap around later without good justification, and without having to inform everyone you’ve
done so.
You can have multiple bases – just make sure you determine these from the outset. If you
think your processing would fall under more than one basis, then document and communicate
all of these, to be on the safe side.
I would love to be able to tell you which basis or bases to use in each situation, but
unfortunately you really do have to decide this yourself, based on the context
and details of your processing activities.
What's important is that you have a solid justification that you are confident in and that you
document your decision. If the ICO (Information commissioner’s Office) challenged you in this
respect, it would be looking for evidence that you've taken data protection seriously and
carefully and considered your reasons for processing personal data.
Jargon buster
Personal data: any information relating to an identified, or identifiable, person.
Processing: anything done to personal data, such as collecting, recording, organising,
structuring, storing, adapting, altering, retrieving, using, disseminating, erasing or
destroying. Processing can be automated or manual.
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Students of the Week 9
EYFS/Key Stage One
Ireland

Sonny Holding

Wales

Charlie Butler
Key Stage Two

Portugal

Jason

USA

Ellis Powell

Brazil

Brogan

France

Lewis Gleeson

Canada

Jacob Walsh

Spain

Aiden Edgar

Italy

Reem Faza
Key Stage Three

Madagascar

Mann Ng

Seychelles

Alex Hornby

Cape Verde

Joe McManus

Botswana

Liam Poxon

Mozambique

Lily Blundell

Malawi

Oscar Bielecki

Kenya

Karim Smith

Peru

Jimmy Wang
Key Stage Four

Australia

Mai Hulligan-Tarbuck

Papua New Guinea

Halle Smith

Samoa

Brendan Toh

Fiji

Josh Owusu Taylor
Key Stage Five

New Zealand

Dan Kotas

Tasmania

Huw Corry

Christmas Island

Arrianne Clare
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Photographs from Week 9
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Head’s Weekly Newsletter
TERM 2
WEEK
NUMBER
10

11

12

W/C

Date

Event

Comment

Mon 11.11.2019
11.11.19  Myerscough College Visit – New Zealand Class
Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Tue
12.11.19
Wed

13.11.19

Thurs

14.11.19

Fri

15.11.19

Mon 18.11.2019

18.11.19



World Kindness Day

Assemblies and Coffee Morning are open to families. Parking is
available on site on a “first-come-first-served basis” only. No
photography permitted.


09:00 - Vaccinations (Fluenz) Primary Dept



Myerscough College Visit – Fiji Class



Thornton College Visit – Samoa Class



World Philosophy Day

Tue

19.11.19

Wed

20.11.19

Thurs

21.11.19

Fri

22.11.19

Mon 25.11.2019

25.11.19



Festival of Learning all week

Tue

26.11.19



Thornton College Visit – New Zealand Class

Wed

27.11.19

Thurs

28.11.19

Assemblies and Coffee Morning are open to families. Parking is
available on site on a “first-come-first-served basis” only. No
photography permitted.

Fri

29.11.19

Sat 30.11.2019
13

14

15

Mon 02.12.2019

02.12.19

Tue

03.12.19

Wed

04.12.19

Thurs

05.12.19

Fri

06.12.19

Saturday

07.12.19

Mon 09.12.2019

09.12.19

Tue

10.12.19

Wed

11.12.19

Thurs
Fri



12:00-14:00 KS4 Football Match – Jeffrey Humble
Football Centre

Assemblies and Coffee Morning are open to families. Parking is
available on site on a “first-come-first-served basis” only. No
photography permitted.



FAB! Christmas Fair

Time to be confirmed



FESTIVAL OF LEARNING



Term 2 Governing Body Meeting – 16:30-18:30

Assemblies and Coffee Morning are open to families. Parking is
available on site on a “first-come-first-served basis” only. No
photography permitted.



Human Rights Day

12.12.19



Dress Rehearsal Primary (Christmas assembly)

13.12.19



Primary Christmas Assembly



Secondary Christmas Assembly

Mon 16.12.2019

16.12.19

Tue

17.12.19

Wed

18.12.19

Thurs

19.12.19

Assemblies and Coffee Morning are open to families. Parking is
available on site on a “first-come-first-served basis” only. No
photography permitted.
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Fri

20.12.19

END OF TERM 2 AT 13:30

School closes at 13:30
Packed lunch provided

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY: Monday, 23 December 2019 to Friday, 3 January 2020
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