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Christians may see war as necessary to protect
people from evil. An example of this is the
Second World War. Many people feel this was
justified because of the horrendous actions of
the Nazi Party.

The Church of England has a long history
of providing support for the British Army
by providing chaplains and holding military
funerals and other ceremonies.
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‘I say to you that hear, Love your enemies, do
good to those who hate you, bless those who
curse you, pray for those who abuse you.’
(Luke 6: 27-28)

Aquinas’ Just War theory allows Christians to go
to war if the war meets certain conditions (for
example, is seen as unavoidable and does not
require harming civilians).
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St. Paul said ‘Let every person be subject to the
governing authorities. For there is no authority
except from God’ (Romans 13: 1). People should
therefore do what their government commands,
even in matters of war.

‘Then they came up and laid hands on Jesus and
seized him. And behold, one of those who were with
Jesus stretched out his hand and drew his sword,
and struck the slave of the high priest, and cut off
his ear. Then Jesus said to him, “Put your sword back
into its place; for all who take the sword will perish
by the sword.”’ (Matthew 26: 50-52)
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The fifth of the Ten Commandments says
we should not kill.

In Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus commends a Roman
centurion (soldier) for his faith, which He says
is as strong as any He has ever encountered. He
does not condemn the man for his profession,
but helps him by healing his ill servant.
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‘I say to you, Do not resist one who is evil. But
if any one strikes you on the right cheek, turn to
him the other also’
(Matthew 5: 39)
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Modern warfare often uses highly destructive
weapons that can kill civilians. This can happen
even if the armies involve try hard to avoid
harming them.
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Answers
Reasons For Pacifism

Reasons Against Pacifism

‘I say to you, Do not resist one who is evil. But if The Church of England has a long history of
any one strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him providing support for the British Army by providing
the other also’ (Matthew 5: 39)
chaplains and holding military funerals and other
ceremonies.

‘Then they came up and laid hands on Jesus and
seized him. And behold, one of those who were
with Jesus stretched out his hand and drew his
sword, and struck the slave of the high priest, and
cut off his ear. Then Jesus said to him, "Put your
sword back into its place; for all who take the
sword will perish by the sword.”’ (Matthew 26:
50-52)

Aquinas’ Just War theory allows Christians to go
to war if the war meets certain conditions (for
example, is seen as unavoidable and does not
require harming civilians).

‘I say to you that hear, Love your enemies, do good Christians may see war as necessary to protect
to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, people from evil. An example of this is the Second
pray for those who abuse you.’ (Luke 6: 27-28)
World War. Many people feel this was justified
because of the horrendous actions of the Nazi
Party.
The fifth of the Ten Commandments says we In Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus commends a Roman
should not kill.
centurion (soldier) for his faith, which He says is
as strong as any He has ever encountered. He does
not condemn the man for his profession, but helps
him by healing his ill servant.
Modern warfare often uses highly destructive
weapons that can kill civilians. This can happen
even if the armies involve try hard to avoid
harming them.

St. Paul said ‘Let every person be subject to the
governing authorities. For there is no authority
except from God’ (Romans 13: 1). People should
therefore do what their government commands,
even in matters of war.
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