
Rumour has it that Will went 
partying with his friends and 

caught a chill, which developed 
into a fever.

Anne was pregnant at the 
time. Maybe he was forced to 

marry her to save her 
reputation...

William Shakespeare's Life and Times
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On April 23, Shakespeare dies at the age of 52

The second Globe is built and opened

Shakespeare spends more and more time 
in Stratford-upon-Avon

Gallileo proves that the Earth is not at the centre of 
the universe

Shakespeare’s eldest daughter Susanna marries 
physician Dr. John Hall

Birth of Shakepseare’s granddaughter Elizabeth Hall; 
Death of Shakespeare’s mother Mary

The East India Company is founded 
by Elizabeth I

Shakespeare’s father John dies

Shakespeare buys New Place, the 
second-largest house in Stratford-upon-Avon

Shakespeare’s only son Hamnet dies.

Sir Walter Raleigh’s expedition to South America to 
discover El Dorado

First mention of Shakespeare’s fame as a 
playwright in London: “an upstart crow”

Defeat of the Spanish Armada

Anne gives birth to twins, Judith and Hamnet

Shakespeare’s daughter Susanna is born 
six months after the wedding

William Shakespeare marries Anne Hathaway

Sir Francis Drake sails round the world

William Shakespeare, eldest son of the glove maker John 
Shakespeare, is born and baptised in Stratford-upon-Avon

There are lots of speculations 
about what William did during 
this time and why he went 
away from Stratford. Perhaps 
he got into trouble for 

poaching deer at Charlecote 
Park. Perhaps he joined a 
traveling group of actors. We traveling group of actors. We 

simply do not know.


