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Dear Students, Colleagues, Families and Friends 
 
Welcome to today’s issue of the Head’s Weekly Newsletter. 
 
Week 10 marks the completion of the first quarter of the current academic year – can you 
believe it?! 
 
Last Friday was a very special day – I had a pleasure of interviewing six candidates for the 
Head Boy and Head Girl positions. All shortlisted candidates showed their passion for our 
school and the commitment to its development. I want to thank each and every one of them 
for their application and their time during the interview. 
 
There are, however, only two positions available and the today, I share with you the two 
seniors whose ideas, conduct and total drive to make Abbot’s Lea the best specialist school 
in the world were simply exceptional. 
 
I am delighted to announce the two students appointed: 
 

 
Saoirse Redmond, Head Girl 

 
Ryan Griffiths, Head Boy 

 

  
 
I congratulate both of them and I know they will conduct their duties with fairness, diligence 
and pride. I certainly look forward to working with them over the coming months.  
 
Have a very good weekend! 
 
Mrs A Hildrey 
Headteacher 

  

Issue 10, 17 November 2017  



  
 

Page 2 of 23 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

On Monday, we met with parents of our students to update them on the progress towards the 
targets set in our School Development Plan 2016-18. 

I want to thank all those who joined us – it was great to have each Key Stage represented! 

I also wish to thank the Governors, school leaders and Kim Adair for taking a day out of their 
busy schedules to meet with the families, share priorities and receive feedback. 

With the many developments already implemented and many more ahead of our school, it is 
important to develop an ongoing dialogue and information sharing so that everyone knows 
exactly what the school is currently working on. 

For those who were unable to meet us on Monday, the slides from each of the presentations 
are on the school’s website, under Curriculum: 

 

Early Years and Key Stage One:  

http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Early-Years-and-Key-Stage-One.pdf 

Key Stage Two: 

http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Key-Stage-Two.pdf 

Key Stage Three: 

http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Key-Stage-Three.pdf 

Key Stage Four: 

http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Key-Stage-Four.pdf 

Key Stage Five: 

http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Key-Stage-Five.pdf 

 

Our School Development Plan is also on our website and provides the backdrop to the 

update on the priorities: 

http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/School-Development-Plan-2016-18-

1.pdf 

 

It is also crucial that we continue to seek and act on the feedback received from the students 
and the families. 

 

Your son or daughter will be bringing home a letter and a questionnaire – we ask kindly that 
you complete it and return to us in an envelope provided as soon as possible. 

Your feedback is key to our ongoing development and we thank you in advance for your 
suggestions!!! 

 

 

NOTICEBOARD 

SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT PLAN INFORMATON SESSIONS 

 

http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Early-Years-and-Key-Stage-One.pdf
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Key-Stage-Two.pdf
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Key-Stage-Three.pdf
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Key-Stage-Four.pdf
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Key-Stage-Five.pdf
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/School-Development-Plan-2016-18-1.pdf
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/School-Development-Plan-2016-18-1.pdf
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As demonstrated on previous page, we are totally committed to effective two-way 

communication. 

As the year progresses, we also work to develop further our distributed leadership of the 

school. The benefits of the distributed leadership are many with one obvious advantage which 

results being the more direct communication between the parents and school team. 

To help with this part of our School Development Plan, I would like to ask that any 

communication regarding students’ education, their needs and their progress is addressed 

directly to the Class Team. 

Similarly, any problems arising from classroom practice, should always be addressed directly 

with the Class Team. 

Our staff are highly competent and professional in their field and will be able to help or assist 

you quickly with any enquiries you may have. 

This applies equally to general communication, compliments and praise, any concerns or ever 

complaints. 

Speaking of the latter, our Complaints Policy also confirms this: 

Stage 1 – this is an informal stage where the complainant raises the issues which they are 

dissatisfied with directly with the person causing the dissatisfaction; most concerns are 

resolved at this stage and everyone is happy to have been of assistance early on. 

Stage 2 – this is a stage which is formal with complain put in writing. This could be a result of 

no resolution being found at Stage 1, or the matter being serious enough not to be seen as 

informal. Any such complaint must be addressed to the Headteacher. I will always act swiftly 

to investigate the matter and I will report to the parent my findings and decision openly and 

honestly. Most of the complaints which start as Stage 1 are resolved here. Similarly, most 

which are raised as Stage 2 are solved satisfactorily without a need to escalate. 

Stage 3 – if the complaint is not satisfactorily addressed at Stage 2 or if the complaint is about 

the Headteacher’s conduct, it is treated as Stage 3. In this case, the complainant must write 

to the Clerk to the Governors outlining the detail of their complaint and the reasons why they 

are complaining. If the complaint is an escalation from Stage 2, it is crucial to specify which 

parts of the Stage 2 response/decision the complainant is dissatisfied and why. The panel of 

Governors then reviews the complaint and responds to the complainant within 20 days of their 

letter. 

In all cases, we aim to resolve the complaints swiftly and it is helpful to indicate, at any or each 

of the stages of the process, what resolution would be satisfactory. 

This is our aspiration and we are working very hard to empower every staff member to feel 

able to discuss both positive feedback (always lovely to hear!) but also any disappointments. 

After all, the best schools are not the ones which claim to have no complaints. The best ones 

are open, honest and transparent, inviting open dialogue and challenge in a constructive way. 

 

COMMUNICATION, COMPLIMENTS, CONCERNS, COMPLAINTS 
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This week brought very sad news of the tragic passing of one of the secondary aged students 

of one of the local schools; the boy died as a result of a road traffic accident. 

I am sure you will join me in sending heartfelt condolences to the boy’s family, his friends and 

the team of staff who worked with him. A young life taken far too soon… 

Whilst we cannot turn back the time, we must ensure that, through our actions, we help, as 

much as we can, keep children and young people safe in our community. 

The school team will double its efforts in the coming days discussing with the students safety 

in the community, including safety on the roads. 

There are numerous resources available on the topics of safety and I want to share one which 

the staff team will likely rely on in their lessons. 

Perhaps, if we all join forces and talk to the young people about the road safety, as well as 

other aspects of keeping oneself safe, we will raise awareness and through that – the safe 

choices children, young people and us, the grown-ups make. 

The website below may add to your ideas for the focus with children of all ages, abilities and 

varying levels of independence: 

http://think.direct.gov.uk/resource-centre/ 

THINK! Resource centre 

think.direct.gov.uk 

The resource centre is a one stop source of THINK! road safety education materials. 

There are 25 lesson packs that will help you teach a range of road safety topics ... 

 

Thank you in advance for playing your part in keeping our children safe inside and outside of 

the school walls. 

 

 

 

 

 

KEEPING YOUNG PEOPLE SAFE OUTSIDE OF OUR SCHOOL 

WALLS 

 

http://think.direct.gov.uk/resource-centre/
http://think.direct.gov.uk/resource-centre/
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Decorate A Christmas Jar Competition 2017 

 

Last year for the first time the students were each invited to decorate a Christmas Jar and fill 
it with up to £1's worth of wrapped sweets, the jars were then raffled at our Christmas Fair . 
The activity was a great success,  the children loved making  and then really enjoyed playing 
the raffle at the Fair -  and so we are running the competition again this year! :  

Instructions: 

 fill an empty jar with wrapped sweets upto the value of £1 
 decorate the jar in a Christmas theme 
 put students name and class on the bottom of the jar  
 send jars into school on or before WEDNESDAY 22 November 2017 
 there will be one winner per Key Stage to be announced during assemblies on Friday 

24th November 2017 

Students can enter as many jars as they would like!  

If you have any empty jars at home or would like to donate any wrapped sweets Class USA 
will also be making additional jars in school and would welcome donations! 

 

 

  

NOTICEBOARD 
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A big thank you for all donations received today (Friday 17th November), donations can still be 
brought in up until next Friday 24th November  

Donations of shop bought/home-made cakes for next Friday 24th November for our cake stall 

We look forward to seeing you all next Saturday 25th November. 

NOTICEBOARD 
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E: alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

Dear Parents and Carers 

I’d like to take the opportunity to bring you up to date with my work so far this academic year. 

As we reach the end of week 10 and the rapid approach of all things Christmassy, I can look 

back on the year so far with happiness and pride. 

 

Firstly, I want to express my thanks to all the students, parents and staff who have made me 

feel so welcome and helped me to settle in. This has been invaluable in allowing me to get 

‘stuck in’ with the important business of ensuring all of our students are well looked after, have 

the opportunity to succeed and are as happy, healthy and safe as possible.  

 

My thoughts every day are focussed on the ‘lived experience’ for a student at Abbot’s Lea 

School. Essentially this means identifying what daily life is like for all our students and where 

we can help things to improve. Sometimes will this mean looking at aspects of school life and, 

in particular, ensuring a student’s EHCP is fully in place but often we will also be working with 

families to understand home and community issues where support is needed. ‘Working 

Together’ is absolutely essential and one of the most enjoyable aspects of my job. I am 

supported in this aim by Lisa Sharpe our Family Advisor. I know many of you will have already 

met Lisa and I would encourage you to attend one of her Family Coffee Mornings which are 

held every Friday from 9.30am – 11.30am. I can honestly say that Lisa has the most energy 

of any person I have ever met. Any task I have sent her way seems to have been completed 

before I have even finished asking her to do it! Lisa, you’re an absolute star and I would like 

to publicly express my thanks to you for everything you have contributed to the Care and 

Safeguarding Department this year. 

 

Working Together also includes working with those services who support our students and 

families. So far this year, I have had a variety of meetings or conversations with CAMHS, 

SALT, school nursing, Alder Hey Ophthalmology, Educational Psychology, Liverpool CAAT 

Team and Social Care. It is essential that we have excellent relationships with all of these 

services and understand what they can offer so any referral is made in a timely manner and 

the right support secured. I am very pleased that CAMHS consultations have already started 

which allows our staff to draw on the expertise of professionals working in the field of emotional 

and mental health. Of course there are many more support services working with families in 

Liverpool and I look forward to making links with those agencies and professionals. 

 

I will continue to keep you all up to date with my work and priorities and always welcome 

feedback from parents and carers. I can be contacted via the school office or by the email 

address at the top of this page. Wishing you all a relaxing weekend. 

 

CARE AND SAFEGUARDING UPDATES 

mailto:alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Mr Andrew Cocklin, Head of Finance and Operations 

E:Andrew.cocklin@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 
 
 
Another busy week which included our first fire drill of the term and my first for Abbot's Lea on 
Wednesday morning. The pupil’s behaviour and conduct from start to finish was impeccable 
with staff leading from the front with their usual calm and reassuring manner. Fire Marshals 
as well checked all three buildings in a quick but thorough manner, so thank you to them for 
their support. All three buildings were evacuated, registers taken and verified, visitors checked 
and then everyone returned back in 10 minutes which is fantastic.  
 
Fire drills can be a difficult process to manage, especially with three separate buildings, but 
everyone involved made it go as well as could have been expected. These will be conducted 
at the start of each term, but the bar has been well and truly set. Well done all. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

SCHOOL BUSINESS SUPPORT DEPARTMENT 
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Mrs Michelle Griffiths, Head of HR 

E: michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

This week we have had our first booking in the newly converted Conference Room. We welcome 
Advanced Solutions who are joining us for the first of three sessions which are delivered by one of 
our parents. Booking enquiries can be made via Reception. 
  
Some of our staff attended an “employee MOT” this week and had a series of health checks with a 
nurse. Hopefully everyone received their pass certificate! Employee wellbeing is very important to us 
and this is part of a series of wellbeing initiatives to support staff. 
  
This week I met with our Investors in People (IIP) assessor in preparation for our re-assessment in 
January. Investors in People provides an International framework to benchmark the effectiveness of 
the leadership and development of the school and identify areas for improvement. The assessor will 
speak to staff and observe the school in action as part of the assessment process. 
  

 

 

 

 

SCHOOL BUSINESS SUPPORT DEPARTMENT 

mailto:michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Mr Scott-Scarth, Head of Primary Department 

E: dean.scott-scarth@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 
This week our students have been busy discovering Our World. There has been a hive of 
activity, with students exploring the school grounds and local community, posting letters in 
Woolton. Other pupils have been making discoveries about civilisations further afield, studying 
the Mayan culture of Mexico, the invention of chocolate and the ancient Mayan ball game of 
Pok a Tok.  
 
Some pupils have begun swimming lessons at Halewood Sports Centre this week. This has 
been a huge success with pupils navigating their way around a new sports centre, with 
different changing rooms, staff and of course, a new pool. Classes will visit the pool for a two 
week block of swimming instruction. This is a different way of delivering swimming teaching 
for Abbot's Lea School but a method that has well documented success in increasing students 
transfer of skills and knowledge from one swimming to another, increasing confidence and 
enjoyment in the water and delivering an important life skill to our young people. 
 
Have a great weekend. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRIMARY DEPARTMENT UPDATES 

mailto:dean.scott-scarth@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Mr McVerry, Head of Secondary Department 

E: anthony.mcverry@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 
 
First of all I just wanted to say a big thank you to three students in Madagascar class for their 

brilliant poems that they read out in last week’s Remembrance assembly, they put great 

thought and effort into them and stood up in front of the whole department and read them out. 

Thank you to Paul Connor, Ismail Sarjo and Lewis Byrne. 

 
This week we have continued with our theme of Our World and students have been exploring 
this in all of their lessons. The world is different for each and every one of us. The good thing 
about this is that it is never boring and that we all have our own views on the world, which 
makes for exciting and engaging lessons. 
 
This week in our assembly we explored the environment and the impact that things such as 
global warming have on our world and our society, again the students had varying opinions, 
but it is great to see the depth of understanding that the students have and how confident they 
are to speak out in front of everyone else. I enjoy the discussions and the input that the 
students have during this time. 
 
This week was a big day in Key Stage 4 and 5, who held a Digital Day, were we had the 
biggest cohort of students taking part in the whole country. Thank you to Mr. Davenport and 
Miss. Dallas for organising this. They have also had a session with HMRC regarding tax and 
employment this week. 
 
In Key Stage 3, Mr. Hodgson is in the process of organising his first training session of the 
season and I am sure games are soon to follow against other schools. We have also continued 
with our Food for Thought gardening project and the students seem to be really enjoying their 
time outdoors. 
 
Have a great weekend. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SECONDARY DEPARTMENT UPDATES 

mailto:anthony.mcverry@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Early Years and Key Stage 1 

Key Stage Leader: Miss O’Neill 
 

Ireland Class 
We have been very busy learning all about maps of our local area. We designed our own map 
symbols and had an introduction to the world map. We learnt all about the Mayans and even 
found out where they lived on the map! Everyone could remember what they looked like, 
where they lived and what they built. We had fantastic maths lessons from Miss McLaughlin 
and phonics bingo from Miss Breen. Another fab week! 

 
 

Key Stage 2 
Key Stage Leader: Mrs Lisa Walker 

 
At the time of writing (Thursday evening) Key Stage 2 are looking forward to our 
second Curriculum Enrichment Day on Friday 17th November 2017! By the time you read this 
Newsletter we will have worked together to consolidate our learning on the Mayan people by 
holding an inter class Pok a Tok tournament in the hall led by Miss Sloan and Ms. Murphy , 
created authentic clay artefacts with Miss O'Neill and Mr. Terry and tasted Mexican Food with 
Mrs. Rodway, Miss Bradley and Mrs. Walker ! Not only is the day planned to enhance our 
learning through sensory and proprioceptive activities ... but also develop our social skills and 
lifeskills by learning with our friends across the Primary department! 

 
USA Class 
This week we have been investigating how we know about the Mayan people when they lived 
2000 years ago ?! We have identified Primary and Secondary sources of information and 
examined the work of Frederick Catherwood replicating his famous images of Maya ruins. 
Amazing Class USA have also started their two week block of swimming lessons -  you are 
each fantastic!!! Behaviour exemplary, huge smiles, loving learning ... lots of fun!! Well done 
USA - as always I am very proud of you!! Mrs. Walker :) 
 

 
Canada Class 
Canada have had a jam packed week learning lots about the Maya! We have been reading 
stories, exploring artefacts such as a codex, and learning about the gods they believed in. We 
have been comparing the Maya creation story to the Christian creation story and found a lot 
of similarities. The pupils have done a wonderful job of remembering some very difficult names 
such as Tepeu and Gucumatz! In Geography we have been learning to locate the continents 
of the world by using the fly seats and in PE we have been perfecting our ancient pok-a-tok 
skills. Have a lovely weekend everyone.  
 
 
Spain Class 
Spain class have thoroughly enjoyed learning about the Mayan Civilisation this week. We have 
built model Chichen Itza temples using sugar cubes, ordered events in Mayan history using 
timelines and designed and created our own dream catchers! In Food Technology, the 
children have learned how to bake ginger bread men and decorated them using melted 
chocolate, inspired by the Maya. 
 

DEPARTMENTAL NEWS AND UPDATES 
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During our literacy sessions, the children have worked hard to develop their understanding of 
the "ai," "ay," "oa" and "oo" sounds. The children's hard work in phonics has resulted in a 
marked improvement in their ability to read books for pleasure which has been extremely 
rewarding. 
 
Within our maths lessons, the children have enjoyed ordering numbers up to 1000. We 
particularly enjoyed cracking codes by ordering numbers that were linked to letters...ultimately 
revealing the answers to some of Mr Terry's highly amusing jokes! 
 
Well done Spain class. Keep up the good work. 
 
 
Brazil Class 
We have had a great week. We have finished the periscopes we made in science and after 
decorating them we used them to spy around corners and over tables...watch out!! 
On Tuesday we started our intensive swimming programme which has meant swimming every 
morning from Tuesday to Friday this week and next. It has been good fun but hard work as 
our instructors Stu and Andy have really helped us to develop our water confidence and 
swimming skills. We have all come on well so feel proud. 
We have enjoyed estimating lengths in Maths with Mr O'Neil and are looking forward to a 
Mayan themed fun Friday using our Mayan headdresses to celebrate the Our World theme. 
 
 
Italy Class 
This week we have continued with our topic Number in Maths. We started talking about 
division. We completed a group work activity were we had 16 cakes and shared these cakes 
between the 8 pupils in the class. We worked out that each pupil got 2 cakes each. Our sum 
was 16 ÷ 8 = 2. In Science we found out about Fossils. We watched a video about how fossils 
are formed and how they are found in sedimentary rocks. Mrs Rodway brought in an ammonite 
fossil for the class to explore. As ammonites are extinct now we watched a clip showing what 
they would have looked like. We now know that they were a sea creature living in a shell. On 
Tuesday we continued with our theme Our World. We played Maya football 'Pok -a Tok' in PE. 
We used balloons instead of balls to make it more fun. The pupils followed the rules beautifully, 
moving the balloon without using their hands or feet. On Wednesday in English we listened to 
the story 'The Little Red Hen'. The pupils were asked 'wh' questions about the story. We asked 
them to identify where the story was set, who was the main character and to discuss the 
beginning, middle and end of the story. On Thursday we found out how the Mayas made hot 
chocolate. They used chilli !. We made our own hot chocolate to taste in class.  

 

Peru Class 
We have had a brilliant week this week learning to swim. We have been four mornings and 
have really enjoyed it and our swimming skills are improving. We are becoming more confident 
in the pool and we have also improved on life skills. We have been able to get ourselves 
dressed and undressed with some support. Hopefully this will be independent next week.  
We have also looked at symmetry and finding shapes in the classroom. On Monday we had 
a  Mayan feast and tried lots of unusual foods like quinoa, yams and physills fruit!! We are 
currently making dream catchers and have also had a very exciting lesson learning about 
melting and freezing.  
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France Class 
This week we have been learning money maths in Maths! We have looked at all the different 

coins and began adding them together. We loved singing along to a money song! In Science 

we have been continuing our materials topic and this week we looked at hard and soft 

materials. We then made Mayan Head masks and dream catchers using hard and soft 

materials. We have had a great week!  

 

 

Key Stage 3 

Key Stage Leader: Mr Mason 

 

 

Malawi Class 
This week in Malawi class the children have been learning all about Christian symbols. The 
children learnt about what the symbols represent to Christians around the world. We linked 
our Art lesson to RE too – children designed their very own stained glass windows. Next, we 
will create our stained glass windows in our art lesson this week. Finally, a class trip is in the 
planning…a visit to one of our world famous Cathedrals; where we will observe religious 
symbols and stained glass windows. Check out the amazing stained glass designs from the 
children in Malawi further on in the Newsletter! 
 
 
Cape Verde Class 
We have continued to embrace the theme of 'our world' this week and have explored the 
school grounds for woodland habitats. In Geography this week, Cape Verde researched 
different continents using the laptops and had to create a fact file about them.  Finally, as it is 
'anti bullying' week this week, Cape Verde have been doing lots of work around what makes 
a good friend and an unkind friend and what we can do to help our friends.  
 
 
 
 
 
Madagascar Class 

The children have been working hard this week calculating the perimeter of 2D shapes in 
Maths, learning how to use conjunctions in their writing to extend sentences that they have 
written in English and using magnets to demonstrate the use of magnetic force in Science. 
We have also been completing work in other lessons around the theme of the environment 
and some children have enjoyed being part of the team that are tidying up the allotment. 
Another great week for the children in class Madagascar! 
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Key Stage 4 

Key Stage Leader: Miss Dallas 

 
It has been a busy week for key stage 4 with some lovely activities taking place.  Well done to 
all the students for taking part and engaging so well with the activities! 
 
Australia 
Australia class really enjoyed digital day on Tuesday and excelled themselves in terms of team 
work and creative thinking.  We were very impressed, as were the representatives from 
AMAZE! who ran the day.  We were also excited to start our new book 'The Little Prince' which 
fits in perfectly with this terms theme 'our world'.  Students demonstrated excellent 
communication skills and good manners during our visit to Dobbies garden centre as part of 
a horticulture trip. 
 
Samoa 
This week has been a bit of a topsy turvy week in Samoa class and the pupils have all coped 
amazingly well! On Tuesday we had Digital Day and our class designed a virtual reality game 
independently - some amazing ideas about how they could stop bullying! They then presented 
their ideas to the whole of KS4 and KS5, and did really well. On Thursday we had a visit from 
the HMRC office to teach us all about tax for our life skills qualification. We have also been 
learning about how to store foods correctly and how to know when food needs to be discarded. 
Pupils are working well towards their qualifications! In maths, Tom Reed has really impressed 
us with his increasing confidence in adding and subtracting fractions. We have started making 
paper mache planets in science - this has tied into our arts and crafts unit of life skills and also 

our open award science! Well done all 😊 

  
Christmas Island 
Christmas Island students have had an eventful week. On Monday, we started our 
independent travel course. They will continue this over several weeks and build their 
independence traveling and using public transport as well as improving their knowledge of 
road safety. On Tuesday we took part in Digital Day. We had visitors in to speak to us about 
the employment opportunities in the digital industry and our students devised an excellent 
Virtual reality project aimed at tackling bullying in schools. On Thursday we had another visitor 
this time from the HMRC. This was an excellent informative session where the class learned 
about taxes, where they come from and what they pay for. 
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Key Stage 5 
Key Stage Leader: Mr Davenport 

 
 
 

This week Key Stage 5 has been collaborating with Key stage 4 on activities for Global 
Entrepreneurship week. 
 
On Tuesday New Zealand and Fiji class took part in Digital Day with Key Stage 4 classes. 
This was a British Interactive Media Association competition for students across the country 
in mainstream, Independent and SEN schools. 
 
Students invented technology and Aps to meet challenges set by Liverpool Victoria, The Diana 
Award and Fashion of the Future. Students had to develop new technology to: 

1. Help pet owners,  
2. Prevent bullying or make schools more technical  
3. To make an item of wearable technology to help people. 

The day was a massive success and every class and group that took part will put their entry 
into the final competition. Abbot's Lea had the largest number of students take part in the 
challenge in the UK. 
 
Abbot's Lea had an article written about our participation in the day in the Digital Media trade 
journal, "The Drum".The article is here http://www.thedrum.com/news/2017/11/14/bima-live-
blog-keep-up-date-with-digital-day-2017 
 
A massive thank you to Amanda, Louise and Torben from AMAZE! digital agency who ran the 
day with school staff supporting 71 students. 
 
On Wednesday and Thursday representatives from HMRC were in schools delivering talks to 
students in Key stage 4 and 5  on why we have taxes and how taxes are spent in the UK. 
Students found the lessons enlightening and informative.  
 
Another massive thank you to Jay, Kay, Mira and Sue for delivering these sessions. 
 
Fiji class have been baking again using apples this week.  To paraphrase Ant and Dec when 
they were PJ and Duncan, "Let's get ready to crumble!" 
 
Miss Wah is busy preparing a specialist cook book filled with recipes specially tailored for ASD 
students. Each recipe is in easy to understand steps and with visuals. These will be available 
to order at the Christmas Fair on the 25th November and purchased later on from Rachael. 
All money will go towards raising funds for the school. 
 
Odd fact of the week: 
A cat has 32 muscles in each ear.  
 

 
 
 

 
  

http://www.thedrum.com/news/2017/11/14/bima-live-blog-keep-up-date-with-digital-day-2017
http://www.thedrum.com/news/2017/11/14/bima-live-blog-keep-up-date-with-digital-day-2017
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Early Years and Key Stage One 

  

Class Student of the Week 

Ireland Tyler Wilson  

 

Class  

Peru Alex Maxwell  

Portugal Oliver Smale 

USA  Maks Rutkowski  

Brazil Levi Burnett-Egeonu 

France Charlie Coleman 

Canada  Jamie Morris  

Spain Anthony Woodward 

Italy  Khaya Masilela 

Key Stage Three 

Class  

Madagascar Leon  Lynes 

Seychelles Ciaran Phoenix 

Cape Verde Charlie Newman 

Botswana  Andy Bova 

Mozambique Marcel Gawronski 

Malawi Mya Summerskill 

Kenya Lewis Okwu 

Key Stage Four 

Class  

Australia Megan Hall 

Papua New Guinea Callum Stevenson 

Samoa Tom Reed 

Christmas Island Ben Francis 

 

Class  

New Zealand Daniel Bend Guthrie. 

Fiji Benjamin Steadman 

STUDENTS OF WEEK – WEEK 10 
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WEEK 10 IN PICTURES 
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TERM 2 

Week or Date Time Event 

7–11 November  World Nursery Rhyme Week KS1 

9 November  Careers Fair 

11 November  Remembrance Day 

13 November  World Kindness Day 

14 November  BIMA Digital Day KS4/5 

13–17 November  Global Entrepreneurship Week  

13-19 November  Alcohol Awareness Week 

14 November  4:30pm Governing Body meeting 2 

14–18 November  Anti-Bullying Week 

17 November All Day Our World Curriculum Enrichment Day (Primary Dept) 

17 November 7.30pm onwards FAB/St Andrews Night-Victoria Memorial Hall, Garston (Ticket 

required) 

21–27 November  Road Safety Week 

25 November 12-3pm FAB! event (Christmas Fair) 

26 November – 4 

December 

 National Tree Week 

1 December 9.30am – 11am School Nurse Family Coffee Morning 

13 December   Christmas Jumper Day 

14 December  Primary Christmas Performance for other students 

15 December  Extended Christmas Assembly / Primary Christmas Performance 

for Parents 

19 December  Primary Collapsed Curriculum Christmas Carousel Activity Day 

20 December  Secondary Christmas play/pantomime  

21 December  Primary Christmas Party / School finishes 1.30pm 

21 December 1:30pm Term 2 ends 

 

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY: Monday, 25 December 2017 to Friday, 5 January 2018 

 

TERM 2 KEY DIARY DATES  



 

  

Head’s Weekly Newsletter 

Mrs Ania Hildrey 

Headteacher 

headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

   


