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Dear Students, Colleagues, Families and Friends 
 
Welcome to today’s issue of the Head’s Weekly Newsletter! 
 
Week 13, full (super) moon, rainy weather (= wet play ) and the darkness outside when we 
leave for school and when we return home. What a combination! 
 
There are, indeed, some things this week which proved super-challenging and I know that 
some of us may be looking forward to this weekend just that little bit more than any previous 
one. It is the “December effect”, I think and undeniably also the result of the longest term this 
year. Rest is necessary to stop, re-charge, reflect, review and re-launch – sometimes in a very 
different way than we did before. Rest and reflection usually allows us to change our 
perspective, our perception and lead to a changed, and often more effective, approach to 
learn, teach, support or to parent. In fact, a quote was shared by the facilitator of a professional 
development session attended by some of us this week: 
  
“It is not the strongest of the species that survives, nor the most intelligent that survives. It is 
the one that is most adaptable to change.” [Darwin] 
 
Whether or not we like “change” or struggle with it, it is an integral part of life and a rest helps 
us to deal with it as best we can – of that I am certain! 
 
A living example of such adaptive skills is captured in another quote, this time from                                     
a living and breathing contemporary. It arrived at the school as a spontaneous email and I 
could not be more proud of its author’s journey: Mr Dan Houghton, our last year’s Head Boy: 
 
“Hey Lisa 
How are u and how's things going? I just wanted to let you know that college is going really 
well I have 100% attendance and I have not got into trouble yet.  
I have just completed the NCS - it was ok. I liked the residential part, we went away for 4 days 
to a place called Kingswood - it was amazing.  
I really miss seeing and talking to u and I hope we can stay in touch. Can u say hello to Pam 
for me and tell her I've not forgot her.  
Can u also tell Mrs Hildry that I said thank you for believing in me and that's the same to you 
Speak to you soon   
Daniel Houghton” 
 
I wish you all a very peaceful and restful weekend. 
 
Mrs A Hildrey 
Headteacher 
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SNOW! SNOW! SNOW! 

As the cold weather is now truly upon us, we want to make sure that we are prepared for a 

need to communicate adverse weather conditions affecting our school’s operation. 

I will always do my best to ensure that the school operates 195 days a year with the statutory 

190 days of teaching and learning for the students. Closing the school is always a last resort. 

If, however, conditions lead me to believe that the safety of the students could be undermined, 

in any way, I would wish to communicate, as effectively as possible, potential full or partial 

closure. 

In such unlikely event, we will publish our decision as follows: 

- Parent mail notification to families 

- Text message to families 

- School website front page update 

- ALS official Facebook page update 

- ALS official Twitter update 

- ALS official LinkedIn update 

- Local radio notification (we cannot guarantee their broadcasting messages) 

It is therefore essential we have your up-to-date email and mobile phone numbers so please 

contact reception@abbotsleaschool.co.uk if you are not getting Parent mail or text messages 

from the school. 

It would also be helpful if you would follow us on Twitter and like us on FB – we keep pretty 

active on both of the accounts and it is a good platform for staying in touch with the updates. 

If you have no access to the technology mentioned, we ask that you contact us to let us know 

the best way to inform you of any emergency situations such as a school closure – we will do 

our best to personalise our approaches. 

For those students who use transport provided by the Local Authority, we would take a lead 

on informing the transport team at LCC about the closure. 

 

CHRISTMAS JUMPER DAY – A CHARITY FUNDRAISER FOR SAVE THE CHILDREN! 

We have really intensified the efforts this year to raise funds for our own cause, with 

substantial amount of effort and impact already noted through the FAB! Initiatives.  

This focus on Abbot’s Lea students is at the core of what we are here for! 

That said, our students and staff have huge empathy for the needs of others and so, several 

times a year we join in the national actions and also hold our own fundraisers for the 

charities of our choosing. 

On Friday, 15 December 2017, we will be raising funds for the Save The Children charity 

and if you would like to join in on that day – whether you are a student, staff or a visitor – all 

you need to do is wear a Christmas Jumper (or any other suitable Christmas equivalent!) 

and kindly donate a £1 to this worthy cause. 

Thank you! 

NOTICES 

mailto:reception@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Dates for Diary 2018 

School Uniform – Sizing, fitting and delivery dates 

 

 

We wish to continue to support those families who would prefer to have 

their order sent into school. Planned schedule of delivery dates to School 

as follows: 

 

 February Holiday: Monday 12 February to Friday 16 February 2018 

– Whittakers dispatch 20 February to arrive at School 21 February 

2018 

 

 Spring Holiday: Monday 26 March to Friday 6 April 2018 – 

Whittakers dispatch 10 April to arrive at School 11 April 2018 

 

 May Holiday: Monday 28 May to Friday 1 June 2018 –Whittakers 

dispatch 5 June to arrive at School 6 June 2018 

 

 Summer Fair: 30 June 2018 – Whittakers to attend for fitting/sizing 

and taking of orders. Only small items can be purchased on that day 

which include ties and small bags. Whittakers to dispatch 17 July to 

arrive at School 18 July 2017. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTICES 
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E: alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

Dear parents and carers 

 

This week a number of staff were fortunate enough to attend a 2 day training course on The 

SCERTS® Model 

 

The SCERTS® Model is a research-based educational approach and multidisciplinary 

framework that directly addresses the core challenges faced by children and young people 

with ASD and related disabilities, and their families. SCERTS® focuses on building 

competence in Social Communication, Emotional Regulation and Transactional Support as 

the highest priorities that must be addressed in any educational programme, and is applicable 

for individuals with a wide range of abilities and ages across home, school and community 

settings. 

 

The acronym “SCERTS” refers to the focus on: 

 

“SC” - Social Communication – the development of spontaneous, functional communication, 

emotional expression, and secure and trusting relationships with children and adults; 

 

“ER” - Emotional Regulation - the development of the ability to maintain a well-regulated 

emotional state to cope with everyday stress, and to be most available for learning and 

interacting; 

 

“TS” – Transactional Support – the development and implementation of supports to help 

partners respond to the child’s needs and interests, modify and adapt the environment, and 

provide tools to enhance learning (e.g., picture communication, written schedules, and 

sensory supports). Specific plans are also developed to provide educational and emotional 

support to families, and to foster teamwork among professionals. 

 

The course was delivered by one of the 4 authors of the framework, Emily Rubin, and was 

easily the most thought provoking training I have received in a very long time. The application 

of this model will be carried out across the school and, importantly, will work alongside all the 

methods of support we currently employ. The SCERTS® Model is not designed to replace any 

other system of support (ABA, social stories, PECS, TEACCH etc) but naturally compliments 

all the ways in which those approaches work really well.More information can be found at the 

official website: www.scerts.com 

 

Wishing you all a relaxing weekend. I’m keeping my fingers crossed that the forecast is 

correct and we will see the first snow of the winter 

 

 

CARE AND SAFEGUARDING UPDATES 

mailto:alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
http://www.scerts.com/
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Mr Andrew Cocklin, Head of Finance and Operations 

E:Andrew.cocklin@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 
 
 
On Thursday we arranged for Australia to visit Woolton Primary School to see the double 
decker bus that they purchased and converted into a fantastic resource for students and 
parents. This is used to not only encourage reading but allows a quiet area away from the 
classroom for students and also an environment to undertake different activities. All students 
represented Abbot's Lea School impeccably and really enjoyed the experience. It was a really 
positive visit for all involved and we have been invited back in the New Year to see their giant 
outdoor library book.  
 
Have a great weekend. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SCHOOL BUSINESS SUPPORT DEPARTMENT 
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Mrs Michelle Griffiths, Head of HR 

E: michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 
I would like to welcome Miss Blackburn who will join Papua New Guinea class from Monday. 
Miss Blackburn will lead the class while Miss Purcell is on maternity leave which starts at the 
beginning of January. 
  
We will also be welcoming Miss Orme to France class at the start of next term. Miss Orme will 
replace Miss Bradley who left us recently to return to Ireland. I am sure you will all give them 
a warm welcome when you meet them. 
  
Our second staff survey of the year closed this week with plenty of suggestions for what we 
should Start Continue and Stop doing. This was completed in the same format as the Parent 
and Student surveys so we can reviewed all three together. This will help us to continue doing 
what we are good at and also, where needed, make improvements both in individual Key 
Stages and across the school as a whole. Areas I am already looking at include training, 
lesson planning time for HLTA’s, staff incentives and staff wellbeing. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

SCHOOL BUSINESS SUPPORT DEPARTMENT 

mailto:michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk


  
 

Page 7 of 19 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
Mr Scott-Scarth, Head of Primary Department 

E: dean.scott-scarth@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

 

 

The students and staff of the Primary Department have been busy making preparations for 
the final Friday Assembly of 2017 - The Christmas Assembly Students have been learning 
new songs, revising old ones and getting into the Christmas Spirit.  
 
Next week is a busy week for our students with educational visits into the local community, 
the Christmas Assembly and Christmas Jumper Day.  
 
There have been four weeks of swimming lessons conducted this Half Term. The students 
have adapted to, and flourished, in a new swimming pool and their skills have gone from 
strength to strength. 
 
Have a wonderful weekend and good luck with your own Christmas preparations. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRIMARY DEPARTMENT UPDATES 

mailto:dean.scott-scarth@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Mr McVerry, Head of Secondary Department 

E: anthony.mcverry@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 
 
This week we focused our assembly on real world issues and discussed some of the key 
difficulties that society is facing at the moment, this ranged from Global warming all the way 
through to homelessness. I feel that it is really important to address these issues and is 
something that we need to talk about, especially in the theme of Our World. 
 
I also had the opportunity to join Australia class on a visit to Woolton Primary this week to look 
at their outdoor provision, which includes a double decker bus, which they use as a library and 
additional learning space, I also visited Rowan Park School in Sefton to view their adventure 
playground. The aim is to develop, alongside the working group in school an outdoor space at 
Abbot's Lea that we can be proud of and enhances the education on offer to the children. 
 
Key Stage 5 parents also had the opportunity to meet with The Pathways team from The City 
of Liverpool College this week to gain an insight into what the course offers and how they can 
support our students after their time at Abbot's Lea. 
 
We have also introduced our Festive Bake Off in Key Stage 4, where I have designed the 
recipe for a showstopper/technical. The four classes will go head to head, to bake and build 
the best gingerbread house. Judging will take place on Wednesday 20th December. 
 
I hope you have a great weekend. 
 

 

 

 

SECONDARY DEPARTMENT UPDATES 

mailto:anthony.mcverry@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Early Years and Key Stage 1 
Key Stage Leader: Miss O’Neill 

 
This week in class KS1 we have been excited by the arrival of our festive visitor (Elf on the 
shelf) we named him 'Jingle Tree' and he has been getting up to mischief around class. We 
have been discussing good choices and showing Jingle Tree how he should behave. We have 
been practicing for our Christmas concert and learning all about musical instruments as well. 
We have continued our fantastic phonics lessons, writing practice and space, shape and 
measure work as well as taking part in our daily 'wake up shake up' dance sessions! 
 
Our Wales classroom has been transformed into The North Pole  and Santa's workshop. We 
learnt all about The North Pole and Arctic animals, we drew our favourite one. We have been 
practicing money maths and developing our social skills through our North Pole shop where 
the children can buy items or tools to make presents with. We also offer a gift wrapping service 
in the 'wrapping station' which is helping the children to develop their fine motor skills. 
Everyone has been doing super weekend homework by writing news and learning new words 
in their reading books. So excited for more learning and Christmas fun next week!! 

 
 

Key Stage 2 
Key Stage Leader: Mrs Lisa Walker 

 
Key Stage 2 have been singing away this week practicing for our carol assembly next Friday 
morning at 9.30am - we would love it if you could join us and stay for a coffee and mince pie 
afterwards! If you could return the reply slip to your child's teacher that would be much 
appreciated. Would just also like to take the opportunity to say a collective well done to all the 
children in Key Stage 2 who have tried new food so far this term both at snack and lunch times. 
Many of our students have made huge progress and swapped over to our delicious and 
nutritious school meals! As many of you will know our school dinners are homemade and 
prepared fresh every day on site here at Abbot's Lea School by Mrs .Owens and her fabulous 
Food For Thought team. Please follow this link if you would like to know more about FFT and 

the balanced nutritious meals they provide. Mrs. Walker. 
http://www.foodforthoughtliverpool.co.uk/ 

 
Class USA 
We have enjoyed learning about light and reflection with our visiting student teacher from Edge 
Hill University Miss Taft! Today  we are enjoying a very well deserved treat to the cinema to 
watch ... Home Alone ! We will certainly be in the Christmas spirit by the time we return to 
School ! Well done USA !  

 
 
Italy class 
We have continued with swimming lessons. The boys in class have been learning to swim 
with a float on their tummies and on their backs. Some pupils have been swimming without 
floats. Staff have been so impressed with the progress that the class have made in swimming 
this week. Well done class Italy! 
As a treat class Italy went to McDonald's on Wednesday afternoon because it was our turn for 
the minibus. The boys really enjoyed having an ice cream. On returning back to school we 
practiced our song for the performance next week. 'Whilst Shepherds watched Their Flocks 

DEPARTMENTAL NEWS AND UPDATES 

http://www.foodforthoughtliverpool.co.uk/
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by Night'. It would be a great help if you can practice this song at home with your child. Words 
will be sent home via home school diaries. Thank you. 

 
 

Brazil class 
We have been getting into the Christmas spirit this week by beginning rehearsals for our 
Christmas assembly. We are using our spare time to learn some carols and we are finding our 
voices! 
Mr O'Neil has given us a  Who Wants to be a Millionaire? quiz to check how much we can 
remember from our Light topic in Science. We all passed with flying colours. 
 In English we have been practising our past tense spellings and beginning to think Christmas 
with lots of vocabulary work and acrostic poems which we have been reading out loud. 
We have added our own salt dough decorations now to the class tree which we enjoyed 
painting and look fantastic and we are hoping to make some outside decorations with Ms 
Kearns to brighten up the playground. 
 
 

 
Peru Class 
We have had a very busy week making things for Christmas. We are very proud of 
the Gingerbread house we made after reading the story of the Gingerbread Baby. We hope to 
eat it next week. Yum yum. We have started looking at inference in Literacy and trying to 
answer simple questions based on clues. In Maths we have extended our knowledge of shape 
to include 3D shapes and have made models and structures using the shapes.  
We loved making a volcano and we were all very excited when the larva came to the top and 
erupted. We are now in the process of making a Paper- Mache volcano (very messy but fun) 
we need to let it dry so we can paint it next week. We have also learnt about stories from the 
Mayans and enjoyed the story about the Hero twins. We are also practicing our Christmas 
song for the assembly.    

 
Spain Class 
The children in Spain class have had another enjoyable week. They have enjoyed learning 
about the formation of volcanoes and discovering facts about the volcanic eruption of 
Popocatepetl in Mexico! The children have continued to develop their understanding of 
counting forwards and backwards in 2, 3, 4, 5 and 10 and have helped Elf's complete 
Christmas mazes by counting on in different multiples.  
 
In the afternoon sessions, the children have worked extremely hard to learn Christmas songs 
in preparation for their Nativity Service. We have been amazed by the calibre of singers in 
Spain class and very much look forward to hearing their wonderful voices on Friday 15th 
December! 
 
 
 
Canada class 
We have been working very hard with swimming skills again this week. We are seeing more 
and more confidence in the water each day which is absolutely fantastic! We started learning 
about length in Maths and have learnt about Jesus' miracles. To get us in the Christmas spirit, 
we decorated our class Christmas tree and have begun learning our special songs for our 
Christmas assembly. Have a lovely weekend everyone.  

 

DEPARTMENTAL NEWS AND UPDATES 
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Key Stage 3 
Key Stage Leader: Mr Mason 

KS3 Lego Club: 
In Lego club, pupils have been creating some really exciting Lego constructions. Pupils have 
been working as a team, sharing and helping each other. Well done! It was lovely to see the 
enthusiasm and interest shown by these pupils. 

 

Kenya Class 
This week Kenya have been investigating different forces in Science. We have done lots of 

practical experiments including making our own parachutes, we have really enjoyed it! In Art 

we began making Christmas crafts and in Citizenship we had a very mature and grown up 

discussion around cyber bullying. In History we have been looking at timelines and we created 

our own timelines to show the history of video game consoles and video games in 

chronological order. It was our favourite lesson of the week! 

Malawi Class 
This week has been busy in class Malawi. In Mathematics the children have continued to learn 

about time. They have been converting time from the analogue clock into 24hr and they have 

progressed well; looking at bus a travel timetables; using and applying their time facts to real 

life information. 

In Art and Design, the children began learning about ‘Banksy’ the world famous, anonymous 

stencil and graffiti artist. The children have all recreated a piece by Banksy using a variety of 

mediums including pencil, charcoal and pastels. Next week, the children will progress and 

practice block printing – an ancient printing technique. 

In Design Technology, the children in Malawi class have designed their own ‘playground of 

the future.’ First, they assessed their current playground. Then they created drawings, shared 

ideas as a class and created individual plans for a ‘playground of the future.’ They hope to 

present their proposals soon.  

The children all visited the amazing, Liverpool Metropolitan Cathedral on Friday morning. The 

children all had a private, guided tour of the ‘Crypt’ and the cathedral. We hope that our 

children will learn more about the Christian faith and the history of this beautiful building. 

Next week, all the children will attend their well-deserved Christmas trip. The trip, is currently 

being planned by the team. We will be contacting parents next week (w/c 11.12.17), with all 

the important details. 

 

  

DEPARTMENTAL NEWS AND UPDATES 
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Key Stage 4 

Key Stage Leader: Miss Dallas 

The recipe has now been supplied to us and we are all preparing for our key stage festive 
bake off.  I can't wait to see the finished show stoppers! 
Myself, the staff and students from class Australia would also like to say a big thank you to Mr 
Cocklin for organising a visit to Woolton Primary school to see their transformed double decker 
bus. 
 
Australia Class 
Class Australia enjoyed a visit to Woolton Primary School to see how they have transformed 
a bus and how they use this space.  This fits in really well to our amazing space project and 
gave us all a lot to think about.  We have also spent some time this week designing our 
show stopper for the festive bake off.  We are very excited to get started!  In Science we have 
been learning all about the solar system and the planets.  We are in the process of making a 
Paper- Mache model which we will display in our class.   
 
Christmas Island Class 
On Monday we continued our travel training, discussing different cernuous. 
Christmas Island conducted a very grown up discussion around Sexing. We discussed the 
legality terms of sexing and the consequences that can happen if it occurs. The group also 
discussed who they would raise their concerns to if this was to occur to them.   On Wednesday 
we continued to design our lino prints in art, ready to move onto the next stage.    
We our continuing to work extremely hard in preparation for our G.C.S.E English and Maths. 
  
Samoa Class 
We have worked really hard on creating our own adventure stories this week. The pupils have 
all impressed us with their amazing adjectives and use of descriptive language. Well done 
Alexander for amazing imagination and some excellent ideas. We learnt about washing 
clothes and what the different labels in our clothes mean - even the staff learnt something 
new! In our Maths lessons, we worked hard on decimal equivalents to common fractions and 
also completed some excellent work in science on days, seasons and satellites...becoming 
millionaire's on the Samoa edition of Who Wants to be a Millionaire! We had some good fun 
learning about the traditional dances of Samoa during Geography - the fire dance was 
amazing!  
Fun fact: Samoa is made up of 10 islands. We finished our printing in art and made a lovely 
display outside our classroom. Great work in food tech making some adorable snowmen 
biscuits. Well done Samoa class. 
 
Papua New Guinea Class 
This week we have been continuing with A Christmas Carol, we have been looking in more 
detail at the spirits of Christmas, analysing them while referring back to the text. We have also 
created our own Christmas inspired stories and created a wonderful display!  
In Maths we have been continuing with fractions and percentages. In Science we have been 
creating individual presentations on the planets. PNG have all worked extremely hard this 
week. Well done everyone! 

 
 
 

  

DEPARTMENTAL NEWS AND UPDATES 
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Key Stage 5 
Key Stage Leader: Mr Davenport 

 
This week we have been busy! On Monday both classes were visited by Lisa and Elish from 
Careers Connect to look at work experience options for year 12 students. They will be taking 
student views and looking to find placements suitable for students. 
 
On Thursday we also had a visit from City of Liverpool College, who along with June Ardrey, 
mother of 2 former students here, discussed with parents options at City of Liverpool college 
on the Pathways course. It was a big success and I will be looking to establish a regular date 
for parents to meet in school to look at transition issues and the help available. If you haven't 
already, please look at the Parents Transition Handbook on the school website in the Parents 
information section. 
 
Fiji class have been on a trip in town this week as part of their independent travel training with 
Phil from Fusion. Whilst on this trip they were shocked to see the number of homeless people 
on the streets during this cold and festive period. The class has decided to do something to 
help these people so next week Fiji will be starting an appeal to help the homeless at 
Christmas. 
 
Fiji have been making pizzas in food technology this week. Well done Rachael, Faye Laura 
and Lauren for their pizza kitchen! That's a spicy meatball! 
 
New Zealand class have been out on their Christmas trip to the cinema and for a meal. The 
class watched 'Daddy's Home 2' at Crosby Plaza cinema and really enjoyed the film. This was 
followed by a meal at a restaurant in Otterspool. 
 
Other than enjoying themselves, the students have been busy writing their script for a 
pantomime which is  a version of 'A Christmas Carol' that has been Abbot's Lea-ified to include 
time travel, 1970's discos, a milk thief, split trousers and 3 stooges. 
 
On an academic level we have been looking at Fronted adverbial phrases and assessing 
progress in mathematics. 
 
Christmas Fact of the week 
 
It’s technically illegal to eat mince pies on Christmas Day in England. In the 17th century, 
Oliver Cromwell banned Christmas pudding, mince pies and anything to do with gluttony. The 
law has never been rescinded 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 
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Early Years and Key Stage One 

Ireland  Sam Hogan  

 

Peru Royal Mensah 

Portugal  Joel Grainger 

USA  Justin Hardy 

Brazil Oscar Bielecki 

France  Nathaniel Dudek 

Canada  Jake Griffiths McDonald 

Spain  Jacob Bennett  

Italy  Andrew Mills 

Key Stage Three 

Madagascar Lewis Bryne 

Seychelles Joshua Brough 

Cape Verde Matthew Goudie 

Botswana Mai Hulligan 

Mozambique  Brendan Toh 

Malawi Chloe Howarth 

Kenya Callum German 

Key Stage Four 

Australia Joe Kyffin 

Papua New Guinea  James McCann  

Samoa Luke Hill 

Christmas Island Ramy Zellagui 

Key Stage Five 

New Zealand  Shaun McFaddyen 

Fiji Ben Steadman 

STUDENTS OF WEEK – WEEK 13 
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WEEK 13 IN PICTURES 
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 TERM 2 – remaining events: 

 

Week or Date Time Event 

12 December  Mid-day Christmas Lunch 

14 December tbc Primary Christmas Performance for other students 

15 December  Christmas Jumper Day – Students and Staff 

15 December NOTE CHANGE OF 

TIME FOR 

SECONDARY 

9:30-10:15 Extended Christmas Assembly - Primary Christmas 

Performance for Parents 

10:30 – 11:00 – Secondary Assembly 

19 December All day Primary Collapsed Curriculum Christmas Carousel Activity Day 

20 December tbc Secondary Christmas play/pantomime  

21 December  Early lunch – party food 

Primary Christmas Party / School finishes 1.30pm 

21 December 1:30pm Term 2 ends 

 

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY: Monday, 25 December 2017 to Friday, 5 January 2018 

 

STAFF INSET DAY : 8 January 2018 – school closed to students and visitors 

 

STUDENTS return to school on: 9 January 2018 

 

 

Term dates 2017-18 and 2018-19 can be found on: 

 

www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

TERM 2 KEY DIARY DATES  
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