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Dear Students, Colleagues, Families and Friends 
 
Welcome to the penultimate issue of my Head’s Weekly Newsletter. 
 
A number of interesting facts and week’s wonderful stories of learning are shared here by the 
teams and I want to join in with my own highlights. 
 
Today’s Primary Department Christmas assembly must be the best and most moving event of 
this year for me! Thank you to Mr Scott-Scarth, Miss O’Neill, Mrs Walker, all teachers, Higher 
Level Teaching Assistants and Teaching Assistants in the Primary Department and – most of 
all – all the students! Your talent, dedication, courage and performing skills left me speechless! 
 
As you know, Ryan and Saoirse are the new Head Boy and Girl – I am delighted that their 
successful appointment to the young leaders’ roles has attracted quite an interest from the 
local media and we may just see them share their stories or ideas in the press in the coming 
days!  
 
More important than publicity is the clarity of vision and focus. I am pleased to let you know 
that, following a meeting earlier this month, the Head Boy and Head Girl decided that they 
would like to support the school on several projects: 
 

1. They will lead on the action plan arising from the Students’ Survey 2017 
2. They will lead the Outdoor Learning Project as part of the Task and Finish Group 
3. They will be the lead student fundraisers for that project, speaking to businesses and 

organisations which specialise in charitable support for the education sector 
4. They will act as the school’s ambassadors in welcoming any prospective students and 

their families into the school. 
 
I have absolutely no doubt that they will be simply MAGNIFICENT! I wish them a very 
successful months ahead and I am sure you will all join me in supporting them on their 
leadership journey.  
 
Lastly, and ahead of the last week of term coming up next week, please may I draw your 
attention to the early finish time on Thursday, 21 December. The students finish at 1:30pm 
and the school closes to staff at that same time. May I please ask for your support for the team 
and a prompt collection of all boys and girls on the last day of term. 
 
I wish you a very good weekend. 
 
With kind regards 
 
Mrs A Hildrey 
Headteacher 

Issue 14, 15 December 2017  
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SOME SERIOUS SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT PLANNING 

(WITH A SMILE ) 

 

 
 

MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM THE THREE HEADS!!! 
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I am also delighted to share with you the talent of one of our senior students in Key Stage 

Five.  

Ross Pendleton has an artistic eye for detail and has created the most beautiful pencil drawing 

of The Abbot’s Lea House. 

His skills are second-to-none and I was amazed to see the intricate detail and interplay of light 

and shadows, creating an outstanding piece of art. 

Ross is also a philantropist and would like to use his art to raise money for the school. 

Having discussed this proposal with him this afternoon, we have agreed to meet again in early 

2018 to plan a exhibition of his varied works and to organise an auction (or two!) to promote 

his work and also raise funds for our charitable trust. 

I am including here one of his many pieces of art as a taster – I am sure you will agree tht 

Ross is a very unique and talented young artist! 

 

 

 

 

 

  

A RESIDENT ARTIST! 
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E: alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 
Dear All 

 

This week the government published a Green Paper on children and young people’s mental 

health, announcing plans to improve support for young people experiencing mental health 

issues. Key proposals as part of this include: training for senior designated mental health leads 

in schools to improve prevention, earlier access to services through the creation of new Mental 

Health Support Teams working in and directly with schools, and piloting of a new four week 

waiting time for NHS children and young people’s mental health services.  

 

Prior to the publication of this Green Paper, the government had already committed to offering 

Youth Mental Health First Aid (MHFA) training to every state secondary school in England as 

part of the Youth MHFA in Schools programme. I attended this training last week, a day that 

added to a considerable amount of mental health training I have already undertaken during 

my career. By becoming a Youth MHFA Champion, I will be the school’s lead on all aspects 

of emotional and mental health support for our students. 

 

Mental health problems affect about 1 in 10 children and young people. They include 

depression, anxiety and conduct disorder, and are often a direct response to what is 

happening in their lives. Alarmingly, however, 70% of children and young people who 

experience a mental health problem have not had appropriate interventions at a sufficiently 

early age. The emotional wellbeing of children is just as important as their physical health. 

Good mental health allows children and young people to develop the resilience to cope with 

whatever life throws at them and grow into well-rounded, healthy adults. 

 

Our school is absolutely committed to ensuring all students enjoy good mental health and 

receive support from staff as soon as any issue arises.  

 

During this first term, we have already established CAMHS consultation clinics where school 

staff (with parental consent) are able to discuss their concerns with qualified mental health 

experts. By working closely with families and outside agencies and professionals, we will be 

able to reduce the likelihood of mental health issues occurring and limit the impact when they 

do.  

 

Good mental health is as important to future success and happiness as any qualification, so 

we must do everything possible to promote and support emotional wellbeing in our students.  

 

Please contact me at the school if you have any concerns about the mental wellbeing of your 

child.  

CARE AND SAFEGUARDING UPDATES 

mailto:alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Mr Andrew Cocklin, Head of Finance and Operations 

E:Andrew.cocklin@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 
It has been an extremely busy first term and I'm sure that pace will continue over the 
forthcoming terms. However, it has resulted in a lot of positive changes with lots more to come. 
I have really enjoyed my introduction to Abbot's Lea and it’s definitely the school for me.  
 
The students are fantastic and the environment is inspiring, it’s a pleasure to come to work 
each day, although I am looking forward to my Christmas break! 

 
 

 

Mrs Michelle Griffiths, Head of HR 

E: michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 
 
This week Mr McVerry, Mr Cocklin and I met to discuss apprentice opportunities which we will 
have available in the school next year. We aim to offer these posts to our most senior students. 
The roles will be paid roles within the school and apprentices will spend 20% of their time on 
their learning, either in college or in the workplace. 
Apprenticeships offer the opportunity to gain real life work skills and experience with a 
qualification and are an ideal base on which to start a career. We hope to meet with parents 
next term to discuss further. 
 
I would like to thank the primary children for the invite to their special Christmas assembly 
today - I am very much looking forward to it. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SCHOOL BUSINESS SUPPORT DEPARTMENT 

mailto:michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Mr Scott-Scarth, Head of Primary Department 

E: dean.scott-scarth@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

The students of the Primary Department have been busily preparing a festive feast of song 
and narration for the Christmas Assembly on Friday 15th December. With just 10 sleeps until 
Santa visits the students have been hard at work practicing their Christmas Carols and 
Song’s..... I know you will all feel incredibly proud of our incredible students. 
 
Miss Sharpe, Mrs Edge and I embarked on an adventure to Getrag Transmissions this 
morning to participate in a fundraising initiative, led by the company. One of our pupils, Joshua 
Townsend, led the way, donning protective clothing to enable him to work on the security gate, 
visit the factory floor, play a round of virtual golf, provide a musical treat on the drum kit and 
mix with the staff from the company. Joshua enjoyed his first foray into the world of work and 
was eager to continue his duties on the factory gate, checking the CCTV cameras. Getrag 
Transmissions generously donated £600 to our Outdoor Education Fund through FAB, our 
hardworking Parent Association. 
 

 

                                                                             

 

 

 

 

PRIMARY DEPARTMENT UPDATES 

mailto:dean.scott-scarth@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Mr McVerry, Head of Secondary Department 

E: anthony.mcverry@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 
 
This week in our departmental assembly we celebrated what we have been doing across the 
department this term and we have had a lot going on. Some of the highlights have been the 
appointment of this years Head Boy (Ryan Griffiths) and Head Girl (Soairse Redmond), Key 
Stage 4 and 5 running our Halloween party for the rest of the school, our partnership in Key 
Stage 3 with Food for Thought and developing our allotment area further.  
 
Next term we are focusing on the development of our outdoor areas and looking to use them 
across the curriculum, we also want to push on with the ideas that Australia class want to 
develop and this is something I am keen to get moving as soon as we are back. We have also 
been busy building links with other school and our mentoring programme with Neil Danns and 
Jenna Downing kicks off with Bank View on 22nd January 2018. We have also developed 
strong links with Rowan Park School in Litherland and we are going to be working in 
partnership with them to clear our old poly tunnel at the back of the wooded area. Fiji class 
are also working on a project to help the homeless in Liverpool and this is something that we 
are keen to engage all students and parents with across the school. 
 
Also within the assembly we celebrated those students who had achieved excellent 
attendance (97% of above) over this term and also those students with 100% attendance. 
Each student received a certificate in front of the whole school. 
 
I would also like to welcome Ms. Blackburn to the school, who will be based in Papua New 
Guinea class to cover Miss. Purcell who is leaving to have her baby. Good luck to Miss. Purcell 
and enjoy it. 
 
Have a lovely weekend. 
  

 

 

 

SECONDARY DEPARTMENT UPDATES 

mailto:anthony.mcverry@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Early Years and Key Stage 1 
Key Stage Leader: Miss O’Neill 

 
 

Ireland Class 
This week we have been very busy practicing for the Christmas concert. We have been 
continuing our maths topic of shapes and patterns. We made our own pictures using shapes 
as well. We were very excited having snow on the ground so we had to have a little play and 
warmed up with hot chocolate after! We remembered we loved it from our Mayan topic. On 
Tuesday we had a Christmas dinner and made some festive hats to wear for the occasion. It 
has been a very festive and creative week for everyone! We hope you enjoyed our 
performance at the concert on Friday! 

 
 
 

Key Stage 2 
Key Stage Leader: Mrs Lisa Walker 

 
KS2 have had a very festive week practicing for assembly and enjoying Christmas activities 
including parties in the classrooms! Your children have been an absolute pleasure to teach 
since September - thank you for entrusting them to our care. We have lots of exciting activities 
planned for 2018 and know they will continue to love learning with us here in The Primary 
Department!  
 
USA Class 
USA have been writing instructional texts (invitations!) and following a very naughty elf on the 
shelf! We had a visitor from Edge Hill University on Wednesday who came to observe our 
wonderful student teacher Miss Taft! The boys were AMAZING demonstrating their scientific 
knowledge and outstanding behaviour - well done USA, very proud of you again! 

 
 
Peru Class 
We have had lots of fun this week rehearsing for the school performance and making donkey 
hats. We have also all chosen our favourite Christmas story to take home. Mrs Cooney 
especially liked the story of 'Sproutzilla' as it was very funny. We are learning to make simple 
inferences from pictures and predicting what we think will come next. We made some great 
suggestions using our favourite characters such as Godzilla and Spiderman. In Maths we have 
consolidated our learning on 3D shapes. In Geography we have learnt about different places 
in Mexico and we all loved using Google Earth to explore. We compared our city, Liverpool to 
Chichen Itza and looked at the differences.  
We have also had our class trip to Go Kids. We were all very well behaved and can't wait to 
go again soon. Listen out for our fantastic singing voices on Friday! 

 
Portugal Class 
We had a great trip to Go Kids on Monday as our Christmas trip and they had a great time! 
They were excellent representatives of our school! 

 

DEPARTMENTAL NEWS AND UPDATES 
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Brazil Class 
We have had a great week. We have been in the Christmas spirit "elfing our self" and 
making cards. We have been extra busy getting ready for our Christmas Assembly; rehearsing 
our words and singing our songs. We have done so well being patient and are looking forward 
to showing our hard work to pupils in key stages 3 and 4, then performing for parents on 
Friday. 
It hasn't all been hard work this week, we had a great trip out to GO Kids in Speke. We were 
joined by two other classes from Abbot's Lea so we had lots of fun chasing each other. We all 
behaved really well and were ready for our Christmas dinner back at school! 
We are saying Goodbye to Mr O'Neil today after he has been teaching us during this half term. 
We wish him well but know he will be popping back in to see us again in the New Year. 

Signing off from Class Brazil with Francois (our French Elf on Ms Kearn's shelf!) 😉🎅🎄 

 
Italy Class 
This week Italy class have been doing rehearsals for our Christmas performance. The boys in 
class have been working hard to learn our song 'While Shepherds Watch their Flocks By 
Night'. Thank you to all the parents who have sent sheep and shepherd costumes in to school, 
the boys look amazing. On Wednesday Italy class went on their Christmas trip. We went to 
Go Kids for a run around them McDonalds for lunch. Each pupil thoroughly enjoyed their happy 
meal and ice cream. After our lunch we went to ASDA shopping to buy snack items for class. 
Well done Italy class for a fantastic week! 
 
 
Canada Class 
We have had a fantastic, festive week! We have been working so hard practicing for the 
Christmas Assembly and I'm sure everyone will be amazed at how amazing everyone sings 
and reads their lines. We have made marshmallow snowmen along with snowmen masks and 
have had lots of fun playing in our Christmas sensory trays.  Have a lovely weekend everyone.  

 
 
 

Key Stage 3 
Key Stage Leader: Mr Mason 

 
Malawi Class 
The penultimate week in Malawi has been fun and festive! We have all enjoyed our week as 

we prepare ourselves for the Christmas holiday period. Last week we visited the Metropolitan 

cathedral. We had a guided tour of the cathedral and learnt lots of fascinating facts. Did you 

know there are over six million bricks in the roof of the Luytens Crypt alone? Also, there are 

365 different colours of stained glass in the upper roof of the cathedral. The children in Malawi 

asked questions and learnt a lot about the differences and similarities between the Muslim 

and Christian faiths. 

We also celebrated the birthday of two boys in class this week; happy birthday to Sol and 

Louis Murphy! 

 

 

DEPARTMENTAL NEWS AND UPDATES 
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Botswana Class 
We have been busy. A mention of gingerbread spawned into investigating how to make it, then 

the class made and baked gingerbread shapes (with a seasonal slant of course) before 

examining shop packaging. Boxes were made and labelling created and the gingerbread 

product was whisked away home.  

The week will finish with a well-deserved day out to the Cinema followed by pizza. 
 
 
Cape Verde Class 
This week the students have been learning about how animals adapt to their habitats in 
Science. Students have also been looking at Egypt and have learnt how to write their names 
using hieroglyphics!  Sadly, Miss Breen, our student teacher is leaving us this Friday until she 
returns in Spring for her final placement. The students have written a good luck card for Miss 
Breen and we wish her every success in her next placement!" 
 
 

Key Stage 4 

Key Stage Leader: Miss Dallas 

Samoa 
This week in Samoa class we have completed our end of term English and Maths 
assessments. The class team are extremely impressed that our reading age and maths levels 

have improved so much since September! Keep up the hard work! 😊 

We finished our adventure stories using creative writing techniques such as simile and 
alliteration and were particularly impressed with Alexander and Ethan's imaginations! Fire 
Planet and Basketball Island sound like cool places to visit! Huw blew us all away with his 
knowledge of space and the Solar System on Thursday and enjoyed telling us about his visit 
to the new disability room at LFC to watch the match. 
  
On Wednesday we took a trip out to the cinema to see the film Wonder, and then visited 
McDonald's and B&M to practise money maths and life skills. All pupils ordered and paid for 
their food independently and were an absolute credit to Abbot's Lea. Fantastic behaviour all 
round. 
  
Australia 
Class Australia have had a very busy week.  In RE we have been looking into racism and 
tolerance, the pupils discussed times when they have felt discriminated against and how that 
made them feel. 
We also completed our shopping for the Key Stage 4 Festive Bake off so tomorrow we will 
prepare our gingerbread house! 
On Thursday class Australia had their Christmas reward trip to Laser Quest and Frankie & 
Benny’s. The pupils really enjoyed themselves and demonstrated good manners throughout 
the trip, they were a pleasure to be around. Well Done Australia!!! 
  
Christmas Island 
Christmas Island have continued to work extremely hard in preparation for their G.C.S.E's. 
We have also been baking gingerbread ready for us to construct for our KS4 gingerbread 
house competition. 
We have been busy designing and measuring our class display of our solar system 
contributing to our open award science qualification. 

DEPARTMENTAL NEWS AND UPDATES 
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Papua New Guinea 
This week in PNG we finished studying A Christmas Carol, we have been using quotes from 
the book to analyse the spirits and we have also been exploring language used by Dickens. 
We have also created some lovely Christmas cards and been working on our top secret 
gingerbread house idea for next week’s competition. 
We also welcomed Miss Blackburn into our class who will be our class teacher when Miss 
Purcell goes on maternity leave. 

 

 
 

 

Key Stage 5 
Key Stage Leader: Mr Davenport 

 
This week 6th form have been gearing up for the festive season. 
 
Fiji class have been collecting donations for their project to help the homeless population of 
Liverpool this Christmas time. They would like to thank everyone for their generous donations 
so far. There is still time to donate if you would like to help people at this festive time. 
 
They have been baking Jam tarts which all the staff who sampled them will testify were 
delicious. They have also been on their class Christmas Trip this week to see Paddington 2. 
This was enjoyed by all! 
 
New Zealand class, among learning about prepositions and completing ASDAN reports, have 
finalised their script for their pantomime. The story was written by the class, with the script 
written by George Weston.  
 
In the grand tradition of pantomimes it is funny and silly. Entitled, "What the Dickens?!" or 
,"The Curious incident of the Ghosts in the Night-time" it is a contemporary retelling of 'A 
Christmas Carol', complete with time travel, Pink Floyd singalongs, an aging Boris Johnson 
and The Stig cropping up along the way. 
 
Today is Christmas Jumper day in school. Here is your: 
 
Christmas Jumper Day Fact of the week 
 
According to Matalan, 82% of people surveyed own a Christmas jumper, with 25-34 year olds 
the most likely to buy one. Over 75% of people buy their festive jumper to wear for a work 
event, whilst over half wear one on Christmas Day. 
 
Christmas Song of the Week 
 
What Christmas means to me - Al Green 

 
 
 
 

DEPARTMENTAL NEWS AND UPDATES 
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Early Years and Key Stage One 

Ireland  Joshua Iyen 

 

Peru  Maddie Drost 

Portugal Abbie Newman 

USA Mann Ng 

Brazil Cemal Bagmaci 

France  Jacob Glynn 

Canada Jack Byrne 

Spain Jack Woods 

Italy  JoJo Campbell 

Key Stage Three 

Madagascar Paul Connor 

Seychelles Kazie Cole 

Cape Verde Francis Watkinson 

Botswana Githan Karthikeyanathan 

Mozambique Charlie Jackson 

Malawi Anthony Shinks 

Kenya Leo  Bouachanh 

Key Stage Four 

Australia Nathan Brown 

Papua New Guinea Lucas Howard 

Samoa Alexandra Firth 

Christmas Island Ben Francis 

Key Stage Five 

New Zealand  George Weston 

Fiji Sophie King 

STUDENTS OF WEEK – WEEK 14 
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WEEK 14 IN PICTURES 
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WEEK 14 IN PICTURES 
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TERM 2 – remaining events: 

 

Week or Date Time Event 

19 December All day Primary Collapsed Curriculum Christmas Carousel Activity Day 

20 December tbc Secondary Christmas play/pantomime  

21 December  Early lunch – party food 

Primary Christmas Party / School finishes 1.30pm 

21 December 1:30pm Term 2 ends 

 

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY: Monday, 25 December 2017 to Friday, 5 January 2018 

 

STAFF INSET DAY : 8 January 2018 – school closed to students and visitors 

 

STUDENTS return to school on: 9 January 2018 

 

 

Term dates 2017-18 and 2018-19 can be found on: 

 

www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

TERM 2 KEY DIARY DATES  
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