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Dear Students, Colleagues, Families and Friends 
 
 
Welcome to today’s issue of the Head’s Weekly Newsletter - a very happy New Year 2018! 
 
The staff returned to school on Monday for a Staff Training Day, covering the following 
programme: 
 

- School Development Plan 2016-18 Update 
- Supporting Emotional and Mental Health and Resilience  
- Toileting and Neurodevelopmental Disorders 
- PROACT SCIP Theory  
- Introduction to Lego Therapy 
- Introduction to Mindfulness 
- Radicalisation 
- GDPR / Data Protection 
- Manual Handling. 

 
We wish to thank all the internal and external speakers and trainers for their expertise and 
knowledge-sharing. 
 
My special thanks go to Mrs Griffiths, Head of HR and to Miss Twomey, Head of Care and 
Safeguarding – both organised the day very well and, as a result, everything was running 
smoothly. Thank you! 
 
Our students returned on Tuesday morning and made our week complete! That day officially 
marked the start of one of the shortest terms this year. In fact, we only have some twenty four 
days of schooling this term before we break up (again!) at the start of February. Whilst some 
of the students were the first ones to joyfully point this out to me on Tuesday, my response is 
always the same: this means we have to make sure we make every day count capturing every 
learning opportunity as it presents itself! 
 
With our amazing team all rested, refreshed and recharged, I have no doubt this term will be 
simply brilliant! 
 
I wish you all a very good weekend and, beyond it, a very happy, healthy, joyful and fulfilling 
year ahead. 
 
With kindest regards 
 
Mrs A Hildrey 
Headteacher 
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Ms Alison Twomey, Head of Care and Safeguarding 

E: alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

Happy New Year! 

I hope everyone enjoyed their Christmas break and is feeling energised as we enter 2018. 

I know many people make New Year’s resolutions and I always start the year with a number 
of targets I wish to achieve. Apparently, 80% of New Year’s resolutions fail by February and 
certainly some of mine seem to be on the list every year (go to the gym more, eat more fruit!). 
This year, however, some of my resolutions are specifically about my work at Abbot’s Lea 
School and I am happy to declare that I am always much more successful in meeting my 
professional targets than my personal ones. 

I want to be able to look back at the end of 2018 and know that I have worked my hardest 
each and every day to build on the already outstanding pastoral care we offer to students and 
their families. This is my main resolution for my work this year. If the quality of pastoral Care 
continues to grow then the outcomes for students will continue to improve. 

Quality pastoral care focuses on the whole student (personal, social and academic) and it 
engages all members of the school community as providers of pastoral care. All staff 
contribute to promoting students’ personal and social development and fostering positive 
attitudes. Pastoral care can assist students to develop positive self-esteem, healthy risk taking, 
goal setting and negotiation, thus embracing their strengths and other protective factors 
contributing to their resiliency. Together, this can improve overall health and wellbeing. 

Without doubt, pastoral care is most effective when there is a strong partnership between 
school and home. Clear two-way communication, reminders and reinforcement of strategies 
to support progress, and early intervention in identifying and addressing problems are vital to 
the effective development of pastoral care. My hope for 2018 is that all families continue to 
engage with the school and work with us to support our students to reach their potential. As 
ever, please get in touch if there is anything we can do to offer support. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CARE AND SAFEGUARDING UPDATES 
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Mr Andrew Cocklin, Head of Finance and Operations  

E: Andrew.cocklin@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

 

It's good to be back after the Christmas holidays and I'm looking forward to another exciting 
term. I would like to thank both our Facilities Manager and Caretaker, Darren and Alex, for all 
their hard work over the Christmas period, making improvements to some of our classrooms 
and open areas; your efforts are much appreciated by us all. 
 
Could I please remind all families that if your child/ren receive school meals, that payment is 
made at the start of each week or on a termly- basis. This is essential for Abbot's Lea to run 
and maintain its school meals service. Payments can be made by a cash payment or through 
the Parent mail system. If you believe that your child/ren should be entitled to Free School 
Meals (FSM) and/or you are currently experiencing financial difficulties, which is making it 
difficult to pay for school meals, then please contact either Alison Twomey, Head of Care and 
Safeguarding or Lisa Sharpe, Family Adviser who will be able to help and support, on 0151 
428 1161.  
 
Finally it’s great to see all the students back, happy and full of energy. I'm looking forward to 
making this another positive term for all associated with Abbot's Lea. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCHOOL BUSINESS SUPPORT DEPARTMENT 
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Mrs Michelle Griffiths, Head of HR 

E: michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 
 
Happy new year to you all. This first week has flown by and we started it with an exciting 
programme of training on our INSET day. 
 
When I was at school I though INSET days were a day off for teachers (how wrong I was!) but 
they are one of the few occasions we can get the whole school together to deliver training to 
enhance the skills of our team which will improve the school experience for our students. 
 
Our inset day contained a wide variety of sessions delivered to our staff including: 

·         Manual handling 
·         Lego therapy 
·         Mindfulness 
·         Data Protection 
·         Radicalisation 
·         PROACT SCIP (behaviour management) 
·         Toileting and neurodevelopmental disorders 
·         Change and resilience 

Plans are underway for the remaining INSET days this year and one of my New Year 
resolutions is to continue to enhance the learning offered to our staff team. 
  
I would like to welcome a few new faces who have joined us this week. Miss Orme has joined 
France class as a Teacher and Mrs O’Neill has joined Seychelles as a Teaching Assistant. 
In addition we have 3 nursing students joining us for placement for 4 weeks. Miss O’Neill in 
Botswana class, Miss Mills in Canada class and Miss Keogh in Spain class. We also welcome 
Miss Hugill who joins Ireland class for 4 weeks on a teaching placement. 
 
Welcome to you all and I hope you enjoy your placement with us. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SCHOOL BUSINESS SUPPORT DEPARTMENT 
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Mr Scott-Scarth, Head of Primary Department 

E: dean.scott-scarth@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

 
It was a treat to welcome back all of the students and staff after the Christmas Break. The 
week is already gathering pace and the students have begun to learn about The Stone Age, 
with lots of exciting activities planned for the next five weeks, including educational visits and 
enrichment days. 
 
This week the students have been settling back in to their school routine, enthusiastically 
telling the staff about their Christmas adventures, exciting presents, big dinners and family 
celebrations. 
 
This week has been a very positive start to the New Year. Have a great 2018. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRIMARY DEPARTMENT UPDATES 
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Mr McVerry, Head of Secondary Department 

E: anthony.mcverry@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 
Firstly welcome back to everyone and Happy New Year, I hope you all had a restful break and 
switched off. This week we have begun our third theme of the year, Our Past, something that 
I am sure the student's will really enjoy and something that will encourage them to think about 
what has happened both in Liverpool and across the world in the past. I am looking forward 
to seeing what the students get up to and what ideas the staff have for the term ahead. 
 
We already have a number of things going on this term, firstly one of our Key Stage 4 classes, 
Christmas Island, will be taking part in a mentoring project with Bank View High School in the 
North of the city. This will be led by two of our old Sky Sports Living for Sport Mentors, Neil 
Danns and Jenna Downing, we are hoping that this partnership will continue into the future 
and more and more students will get the opportunity to experience something like this. 
 
Secondly Miss Wah is getting ready to distribute our first aid kits to the homeless community 
across Liverpool and we have also secured a date in February to support a local food bank. 
A group of 12 students from across the department will be supporting the volunteers at the 
food bank to get the packs ready for those people who rely on them. I think this is a great 
opportunity to help the local community and I am hoping that this is something that we can do 
on a regular basis. 
 
Thirdly, we are now ready to launch the new Duke of Edinburgh programme, letters will be out 
early next week and if your child wishes to participate, they must be in year 10 or above. 
Please return the letter and we will get them registered. As for the current group, we are now 
provisionally booking our residential and a letter will go out with details when we have finalised 
our booking. 
 
Finally, we have made strong links with Rowan Park School in Litherland, we are going to 
begin clearing the old poly tunnel behind the wooded area from the 1st February 2018. We 
are hoping that this area can then be used to grow things and will be a great resource for 
students from across the school. 
 
Have great weekend. 

 
 

 

 

 

SECONDARY DEPARTMENT UPDATES 
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Early Years and Key Stage 1 

Key Stage Leader: Miss O’Neill 

Ireland Class 
What a lovely start to the New Year. We have come back full of smiles and holiday news in 
KS1. Our topic is 'Our Past' and we have begun learning all about the Stone Age. We couldn't 
believe cave men didn't have all the things we have today, 'what, no internet?!!' Brilliant 
questions and a thirst for knowledge coming from class Ireland!! In our RE lesson we have 
moved onto 'places of worship' and had a fantastic PSHE trip to the Anglican Cathedral and 
got to sit on the Bishop's Throne. A fantastic start and looking forward to all the fun over the 
term. 

 
 

Key Stage 2 
Key Stage Leader: Mrs Lisa Walker 

 
The children in KS2 this week have come back to school to welcome in 2018 .... and headed 
straight back in time to our new topic, The Stone Age! Over the next few weeks of this short 
term we will be investigating this prehistoric period and its impact on our World and us! We 
have begun this week by examining information texts as well as narratives from books such 
as Ug, Cave Baby, How to Wash a Wooly Mammoth and Stone Age Boy! In the weeks ahead 
we have planned visits to Calderstones with local historian Mr.Sloan, a visit from a Stone Age 
Workshop production team and a Curriculum Enrichment Day to accelerate our learning on 
this topic! Welcome back  KS2! Mrs. Walker  
 
U.S.A 
This week the students in USA have been focusing on securing our chronological accuracy of 
the Stone Age Period and the vast period of time it covered. We have examined cross 
curricular links with Geography and the impact of continental movement on this period and in 
English have examined the use of anachronisms  in the award winning Raymond Brigs text - 
Ug. Our amazing student teacher Miss Taft has concluded our science topic on light, next 
week we will move on to rocks ... very topical ! A fab first week back with super concentration 
- very well done USA! 

  
France Class 
This week France class have settled back in to the school routine very well. We have enjoyed 
starting our new topic which is the Stone Age and we have been asking lots of different 
question about things that we would like to find out during this term. We have also had time to 
get to know our new teacher Mrs Orme and ask her a lot of different questions. Mrs Orme has 
also enjoyed getting to know France class and is very excited for the rest of the year.  
 
Portugal Class 
We have had a great first week back! We have started our topic of the Stone Age and have 
designed some Stone Age necklaces.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

DEPARTMENTAL NEWS AND UPDATES 
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Brazil Class 
Brazil have had a FANTASTIC start to the New Year. We have set New Year targets for 
ourselves and predicted how many Dojo points we can earn as a class by February 
holiday...team work is the way to go! 
We are loving our new theme ‘Our Past’ looking at the Stone Age. We have stepped back in 
time to learn about how early humans lived by tasting some berries, fruits and plants that 
would have been found in the forests. We are looking forward to starting our book Stone Age 
Boy by Satoshi Kitamura which will open up lots of exciting stone- age activities. 
In Maths we have been revising 3D shapes with a shape treasure hunt and guess the shape 
games. We had great fun with Class USA in PE practicing our badminton skills. Well done 
everyone. 
All in all a great first week back! 
 
Spain Class 
The students in Spain class have had an excellent first week back in school. We enjoyed 
sharing and listening to each other’s news over the Christmas holidays and have made a good 
start to learning about 2D shapes. The students have surprised the staff with their knowledge 
of shapes and have been working hard in identifying regular and irregular 2D shapes within 
their classroom. 
Our topic for the half term is the Stone Age. The students have engaged positively with the 
new topic and have sequences historical events. They have also discovered where the world 
civilisations first appeared during the Stone Age by using atlases and maps! 
Well done, Spain class. 
  
Italy Class 
Welcome back to Italy Class and Happy New Year! We have had a lovely week getting back 
into our activities. This week we have been reading the big book 'The Sandwich That Max 
Made.’ We followed the instructions on how to make Max's sandwich. During our English 
lesson we wrote down a list of ingredients and went shopping to Tesco on the minibus to buy 
them. In Maths we have been focusing on 2D shapes. We have been naming them and 
describing what they look like. We counted sides and corners on each shape. In our theme 
lessons this week we have started our new topic 'The Stone Age'. We found out about when 
the Stone Age happened, what the people looked like, what they ate and where they lived. 
Well done to Italy class, a great start to the term. 

 
Canada Class 
Happy New Year from all in Canada Class! We have had a lovely start to 2018 starting our 
new topic of 'The Stone Age'. We have done some amazing independent writing this week 
which we have all been so proud of. In Maths we have been learning about odd and even 
numbers by playing games such as pop -corn, party hats and one of our favourites, pong! We 
have also started looking at our own special places which is setting the scene for our new RE 
topic. Have a lovely weekend everyone.  

 
Peru Class 
We have had lots of fun on our first week back learning about the Stone Age. We have read 
the book 'Cave Baby' which we really enjoyed and have made our own cave paintings. We 
have tried a variety of simple fruits and foods that the cave men would have foraged for and 
enjoyed trying to find these items ourselves about the class. We have also started a new topic 
in Science and have looked at the structure and function of our teeth. We have learnt to clean 
them properly and will be moving onto their role in digestion next. We have started a new topic 
in Maths and we are enjoying measuring using a variety of non- standard units. 

DEPARTMENTAL NEWS AND UPDATES 
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Key Stage 3 
Key Stage Leader: Mr Mason 

 
Botswana Class 
We had a very social first day back. The pupils were very pleased to see each other. It was 
great to see such wonderful social interaction. This was backed up in Citizenship, taking turns 
to practice conversational skills asking each other relevant questions.  
The class have started looking at Chinese New Year by making Egg Fried Rice in Food Tech. 
A furiously busy but fun afternoon. 
 
 
Seychelles Class 
We have settled back in to the school routine very well. We have enjoyed starting our new 
topics which include Our Past, poetry, measuring and Our Body. We have enjoyed using 
stethoscopes, looking at models and playing games. We had a terrific tower challenge during 
Maths and had great fun making abstract art using Lego. 

 
Key Stage Leader: Miss Dallas 

Key Stage 4 

 
Welcome back and Happy New Year from everyone in KS4!  It’s been a slightly shorter week 
but still a busy one.  I'm pleased to say that our students have had a great first week back. 
 
Samoa 
A good first week back in Samoa. We have started our new theme of 'Our Past' and have 
been focusing on writing about our families and family trees in English. In Maths we have 
started data handling and constructed bar charts and answered word problems relating to the 
data. We started to learn about World War 2 in History and now know how the allies and axis 
powers were and what date the war began. We sequenced a timeline of key events. Liam 
brought us in some information about one of his relatives who was captured in the war which 
was really cool! The boys researched the history of computers and produced some excellent 
presentations in ICT. In Science, we covered sex and puberty to understand the changes in 
our bodies and finally, we finished the week by setting some new year's resolutions. A really 
good first week back with great behaviour! Well done. 
 
Christmas Island 
Our class team would like to start by wishing all families a Happy New Year! Xmas Island lads 
have settled in well this week and it’s been back to business, preparing for our GCSE 
qualifications, but not before we took the opportunity to get together on Tuesday morning and 
critique each other’s Christmas dinner. Some dubious selections to say the least. Personally 
I feel you can’t just have turkey without ham! 
 
Papua New Guinea Class 

Papua New Guinea are back refreshed from the holidays and have started looking at our new 

topic, 'Our Past.' We have been making our own family trees as well as researching some 

historical places in Liverpool that we can visit as a class this coming term." 

 
 
 

DEPARTMENTAL NEWS AND UPDATES 
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Australia 
We have been focusing on our handwriting this week in Australia class.  With a little bit 
of practice we can already see great improvements in our writing.  Well done to 
everyone!  Class Australia have also been working on our life skills.  We have been learning 
how to tie our shoe laces and with a lot of perseverance, we are getting there.  We have also 
been making our own snack with great success (and without settling off the fire 
alarm!).  Following on from some inspiring INSET training on Monday, we have incorporated 
some lessons on mindfulness into our week.  We practiced relaxation and breathing 
techniques which the students really enjoyed. 
 

 

Key Stage 5 
Key Stage Leader: Mr Davenport 

 
Sixth Form students have settled well in school this week after the Christmas break. 
 
Fiji class have been back to the gym where they discovered that Wavertree Lifestyle has been 
under a refurbishment and has updated its equipment. The students have coped admirably 
with this change and enjoyed using the new equipment. 
 
Fiji are continuing their work with the homeless and will be giving out more donations to the 
homeless next week. They will also be volunteering in a food bank to help sort out food. They 
will be visiting Greenbank College next week as part of college transitions. 
 
New Zealand class have been carrying out assessments for English and Maths to judge 
student progress. They have been looking at nouns, pronouns and verb tenses. Next week 
they will be going on a trip to Greenbank College on Thursday 18 January to look at college 
options. 
 
At the end of this month the first 4 students in year 12 will be going on a 1 week work 
experience placement. Careers Connect are currently finalising placement details and when 
we get them parents will be informed and we will arrange pre-placement visit. 
 
 
On Thursday 25th of January, Key Stage 5 will be holding our monthly coffee morning in the 
Conference room in the Manor House starting at 10am until 12. A letter will be sent out shortly 
and if you would like to attend please complete the slip and send back into school so we have 
an idea of the numbers attending. The guest speaker this month is Georgina Daly, Local  
 
Authority Education Officer, who will talk about support available to parents and students. 
Many of you will have met Georgina at annual reviews and know she is extremely 
knowledgeable on what help and guidance parents can receive. 
 

Strange fact of the week 
 

The stage before frostbite is called frost nip! 
 
 
 
 

DEPARTMENTAL NEWS AND UPDATES 
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Early Years and Key Stage One 

Ireland Charlie Waddington  

Key Stage Two 

Peru Mohamed Djerboua  

Portugal Martin Bell 

USA  Jacob Wands 

Brazil Joshua Townsend  

France  Iman Hussain 

Canada Lewis Woods  

Spain Molly Rigby  

Italy JoJo Campbell 

Key Stage Three 

Madagascar Liam Birtles 

Seychelles Rhys Edmond-Ali 

Cape Verde Nick Panagopoulos  

Botswana Caitlin Cook 

Mozambique Charlie Jackson 

Malawi Sol Sweeney 

Kenya Nathan Green 

Key Stage Four 

Australia  Joe Kyffin 

Papua New Guinea Aiden Collins 

Samoa Connor Fairbairn 

Christmas Island Dylan Jones  

Key Stage Five 

New Zealand Daniel Thompson 

Fiji Caitlin Brennan 

STUDENTS OF WEEK – WEEK 16 



  
 

Page 12 of 16 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

 

  

WEEK 16 IN PICTURES 
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Term dates 2017-18 and 2018-19 can be found on: 

www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

TERM 3 

Week or Date Time Event 

8 January  All day INSET day 

9 January  9am Students return 

9 January  Secondary Dept: Our Past Topic Launch Day Activity 

15 January  On Line Safety Live (School Improvement) 

15 January PM Work experience meeting for parents of year 12 
students 

17 January  4:30 Governing Body meeting 

WC 29 January  Year 12’s work experience group 1 

29 January  Past Primary Curriculum Enrichment Day 

6 February  Safety Internet Day (School Improvement) 

6 February  Our Past Stone Age Guest PRIMARY  

7 February  Stone Age Workshop - Primary 

8 February TBC FAB event (Valentines Disco) 

9 February  3:15pm Term 3 ends 

21 February 10:30-11:15am Chinese Lion Dancers – Year of the Dog 

 

FEBRUARY HOLIDAY: Monday, 12 February 2018 to Friday, 16 February 2018 

 

TERM 3 KEY DIARY DATES  
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