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Dear Students, Colleagues, Families and Friends 
 
Welcome to today’s issue of the Head’s Weekly Newsletter. This week, I write it traditionally 
for this time of a school year, from the annual Conference of the Association of Liverpool 
Special Schools’ Headteachers (ALSSH). 
 
Yesterday’s agenda allowed us to hear from Mr Steve Reddy, our Strategic Director of 
Children’s Services at Liverpool City Council. Having started in the role four months ago, he 
shared with us not just his vision but also some early observations and plans for improvement. 
As ever – we warmly welcome him to the locality, wish him all the very best in his role and 
look forward to the updates on any action plans being developed in the coming months. 
 
Items I specifically asked him to consider as a matter of some urgency were:  

- Place planning for special schools to help both schools and families with any admission 
processes 

- EHCP administration – I asked for a greater attention to children’s needs and more 
consultative approach to provision specification  

- Central commissioning of the education, health and social care – as communicated 
before, we have found the provision of health and therapeutic provision somewhat 
lacking. 

 
I am sure you will agree that, if we improve on the above, our students and families will have 
a significantly better experience of support in their educational journey. 
 
Another very useful session we learnt from was a session from one of Her Majesty’s Inspector 
representing Ofsted, sharing the latest sets of expectations for inspecting special schools. The 
session was both reassuring with regards to our school’s work and thought-provoking in 
relation to areas we can focus on developing further. 
 
Very importantly, it was an annual opportunity for the schools to present the summary of their 
provision, sharing key strengths and areas for development. This session proved useful and 
it showed shared concerns: budget pressures, staff restructures, curriculum re-designs, multi-
agency working, safeguarding, Ofsted pressures, quality of communication, strength of 
governance, management of parental complaints, mainstream student exclusions, transitions 
to post-16 education, no post-19 provision, suitability of external accreditation options, teacher 
recruitment and training, e-safety and appropriate conduct in social networking 
communications, mainstream schools’ inclusion, employability… The list may seem endless... 
 
All in all – it was a session full of commitment to individual and collective HARD WORK! 
  
Kind regards 
Mrs A Hildrey 
Headteacher 

Issue 17, 19 January 2018 
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Our Governing Body gathered this Wednesday and the meeting followed a busy agenda of 
key strategic functions looking at our School Development Plan. Key updates from this 
meeting include: 
 
1. After a number of years in the function, Ms Eileen Walsh has stepped down as Vice Chair 

of GB. She is succeeded by Mr Rob Lowe. She will remain a Co-Opted Governor with 

responsibility for Care (to include attendance, families, therapeutic support). On behalf of all 

members of our school community – huge thanks to Eileen for her service to the school and 

her excellence Vice-Chair role. Congratulations to Rob Lowe on his appointment. 

2. Mrs Michaela Weston has resigned as a Parent Governor, leaving a Parent Governor 

vacancy which will be advertised soon with a view of a Parent Governor election which will 

be launched next week. The Governing Body identified the need for a greater expertise in 

skills around “local business” and “therapeutic support”. We would be very keen to 

strengthen our GB with such skills and so we invited anyone considering such voluntary role 

to take the skills need into consideration. If we get that kind of skills with the elected parent, 

we will be very happy! 

3. All policies have been adopted as proposed and they are all on our website for you to 

view. 

4. As a result of the recent restructure and staff reductions, I recommended that the re-

calculation of the group size leads to a reduction in Group Size from 7 to 6. This has no 

bearing on any part of the school provision apart from the related reduction in the pay scales 

for the Headteacher. Other staff’ pay is unaffected. This proposal was adopted and the 

group size has now changed from 7 to 6. 

5. HR Strategy for the school was presented and adopted and will be launched in the coming 

days. 

6. As part of that, the GB selected the payroll solution for the school to take payroll in house. 

This will take effect from April 2018, resulting in much better service to staff. 

7. Midday Supervisor role has been approved and will soon be advertised. 

8. My proposal to create two Apprenticeship positions for young adults with Autism has been 

endorsed and we will proceed with the project which will provide supported employment 

training for the students of the school and/or our leavers. More information on this will be 

sent to families in due course. 

 9. My proposal for a change to the charge for snacks and Food Technology has been 

adopted and I will write to the families next week regarding changes to the Charging Policy 

for April 2018. Heads up: it is good news to family budgets! 

10. Governors completed LCC training regarding current governance expectations and next 

planned training is: Care and Safeguarding and Pupil Progress Monitoring. 

Thanks from the Governors go to all staff for their hard work and, in particular, to Mr 

Davenport for presenting Key Stage Five provision. Recommendations put forward to GB 

were discussed and the GB will consider them as part of the costed SDP and budget 

priorities at the next meeting in March. 

 
 

GOVERNING BODY UPDATES 
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Ms Alison Twomey, Head of Care and Safeguarding 

E: alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

Dear Parents and Carers 

One of my main aims for the year is to improve access to therapeutic support services such 
as Occupational Therapy, Educational Psychology, CAMHS and Speech and Language. This 
academic year has already seen the establishment of monthly CAMHS clinics within school 
and I am very keen to set up similar agreements with other therapeutic services as soon as 
possible. 

This week I have started to meet with professionals from those services and was delighted 
with the positive response I got. On Wednesday I had a very productive meeting with Katie 
Hinds, Principal Educational and Child Psychologist and SEND Service Manager. We 
discussed a number of important issues including how Liverpool is able to able to meet the 
therapeutic needs of children and young people living in the city. Katie was incredibly 
passionate about improving capacity and ensuring all young people have quick access to 
whatever SEN support services they require to live a happy, healthy and fulfilling life. 

On a local level at Abbot’s Lea School, initial indications are that we will be able to establish 
much closer working relationships with those services managed by Katie, with a named 
member of staff becoming our key link for that service. This will be helpful on a number of 
levels, Firstly, our staff will be able to seek guidance and strategies from someone with clinical 
expertise and receive specialist training in aspects of therapeutic support. Staff will then be 
able to assess whether a referral to a service for specialist support is needed and make that 
referral with parental consent. Where a referral is not needed, our staff will have the skills and 
strategies to meet the needs of our students within school by providing tailored programmes 
of support. 

I am hugely excited about the prospect of such partnership working as I know this will bring 
benefits to all of our students. The timescales for any new partnership working are currently 
uncertain, but families will be informed of confirmed developments as soon as they happen. 
Watch this space! 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

CARE AND SAFEGUARDING UPDATES 

mailto:alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Mr Andrew Cocklin, Head of Finance and Operations  

E: Andrew.cocklin@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

It's been another positive week, made even more so by the Governing Body signing off our 
request for 2 apprentices - Administrator and Caretaker.  

 
Parents will be contacted shortly and meetings set up to discuss what each role consists of 
and the expectations of any students who wish to put their names forward. Both posts will be 
open only to existing and previous students of Abbot's Lea, so we hope we have lots of 
students putting their names forward. We believe that both roles with give the students 
appointed to them a really good grounding and understanding of the workplace and equip 
them with the necessary skills to create a successful career for themselves. 

 

Mrs Michelle Griffiths, Head of HR 

E: michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 
What an eventful week it has been! 
  
Tuesday and Wednesday saw our Investors in People assessor on site interviewing staff and 
examining documentation to support our application to retain our Investors in People 
accreditation. Investors in People is an internationally recognised standard of leadership and 
management and I am delighted to say the school were successful in retaining accreditation. 
The standard has changed recently to put more emphasis on supporting people to reach their 
full potential and focusing on the future. Our assessor commented on how all staff were very 
clear about the vision of the school and the expectations of their role. 
  
We have started receiving results for those staff who completed their Higher Level Teaching 
Assistant Qualification late last year. Congratulations to you all I am glad all of your hard work 
has paid off. 
  
This week we also held Health MOT’s for staff to receive a number of different tests and advice 
from a nurse on the results. This is part of a wider programme of wellbeing initiatives we are 
running throughout the year to help our team stay physically and mentally healthy. 
  
Have a good weekend everyone. 
 
 

SCHOOL BUSINESS SUPPORT DEPARTMENT 

mailto:Andrew.cocklin@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
mailto:michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Mr Scott-Scarth, Head of Primary Department 

E: dean.scott-scarth@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

 
This week has been rocking ... literally. The students have continued to enjoy the curriculum 
topic "The Stone Age", completing cave paintings, building Stonehenge from giant Jenga 
blocks and lots of classes have made an exploration into the local community.  
 
Classes have visited Calderstones Park, home of the Calderstones. There are six Neolithic 
sandstones that stand in a protected area of the park and give the park its name. Students 
have been very excited, learning about dinosaurs and other prehistoric creatures. 
 
Next week students will begin swimming sessions again at Halewood Sports Centre. This was 
a huge success last term and all students enjoyed the opportunity to swim each day for two 
weeks. This also helped their swimming skills and increased their confidence in the water, 
along with personal skills, e.g. getting dressed independently. 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRIMARY DEPARTMENT UPDATES 

mailto:dean.scott-scarth@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Mr McVerry, Head of Secondary Department 

E: anthony.mcverry@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

 
A busy week in Secondary, with a lot going on. I attended a conference last Friday with 
Professor Tony Attwood, a leading clinical psychologist for people with Asperger’s. It was an 
informative day, which gave some food for thought, but also reaffirmed what we are doing 
here at Abbot's Lea. We want to make our young people more able and we want them to 
succeed with society, potentially hold down jobs, have a family and lead a meaningful life. We 
are committed to making this happen and supporting our young people on their journey. 
 
This week our students have continued to work within the theme of our past and I covered this 
in our assembly this week from a PHSE perspective, looking at what the past means and that 
we should not dwell on things that have happened, but look forward and be mindful of the 
impact that negative thoughts can have. 
 
Our mentoring programme begins on Monday for our Year 11 group, with the first session 
being held down at Bank View High School. The mentors are really excited to get going and I 
think it will be something that we can roll out year on year. 
 
We are also going to look at trailing some music therapy with our Key Stage 3 students in the 
coming week through The Art Clinic, so we will keep you updated on this. 
 
We have so much still to happen in the remaining three weeks of this short term, including a 
visit to the local food bank, parents meetings for Key Stage 5 parents and the work experience 
launch, please keep a look out for things to come. 
 
Have a great weekend. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

SECONDARY DEPARTMENT UPDATES 

mailto:anthony.mcverry@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Early Years and Key Stage 1 

Key Stage Leader: Miss O’Neill 

This week in KS1 we have been learning 'How to wash a woolly mammoth!' We learnt what 

type of house the cave people lived in, what they ate and the clothes they wore. We had fun 

painting animals and making cave men pictures. In Maths we have been learning about money 

through shop role play and different ways to make 10. Everyone has tried really hard and is 

enjoying all the fun activities.  

 

 

Key Stage 2 
Key Stage Leader: Mrs Lisa Walker 

 
Key Stage 2 have begun field trips around our Stone Age topic with many of our classes 
visiting the prehistoric carved stones preserved at Calderstones Park. The students from 
across the department have used the visits to collect and record data, produce line drawings 
and examine primary evidence of life in the Stone Age. For many the trip was linked to a visit 
to the café where our current day life skills of lining up, choosing from a menu and paying for 
our choices were practised! Thank you very much to Miss Sloan and her Dad for organising 
access to the stones for us! Our  Department Curriculum homework project for this term will 
go home  today - we do hope the children enjoy it! Mrs. Walker. 
 
 
USA 
As well as visiting the Calder Stones this week and displaying exemplary behaviour despite 
the pouring rain, Class USA have been investigating Prehistoric Beasts in the Stone Age. The 
students have used non- fiction texts to research a chosen animal and produced a fact file for 
our classroom display together with a representation of what that animal looked like.  We have 
also written for a purpose in the form of a letter  to Raymond Brigg's character Ug and told him 
what life is like in the future using his own anachronism's.... we have then reflected back to his 
time studying ancient Cave Paintings following which we then created some of our own! Back 
to the future Maths has been all about fractions ... of which our ice-cream at Calderstones 
Park helped us to visualise equivalent fractions and a half, a quarter and a whole .... of course 
we all ate the whole! Well done to all! Mrs. Walker :)   

 
Spain Class 
Getting ahead of the game... 
 
The students in Spain class have had another excellent week and have enjoyed learning about 
the Stone Age. The students have produced a list of instructions for how to make "Stone Age 
fruit stew" and used them to make a delicious stew in food technology!!  
In Maths, the students have been working hard to continue repeating patterns and have 
identified 3D shapes. On Wednesday, the students went out on the mini-bus and identified 3D 
shapes in and around famous landmarks in Liverpool. All the staff were incredibly impressed 
with the students’ behaviour when on the mini-bus and their ability to follow the mini-bus rules. 
 
Well done, Spain class. 

 

DEPARTMENTAL NEWS AND UPDATES 
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Brazil Class 
We have had so much fun exploring our Stone Age theme this week. In Science we found out 
about fossils and how palaeontologists (get us!!!) discover fossils and how they can help us to 
learn about the past. We found out about Mary Anning who was one of the best fossil hunters 
ever and how she discovered the first full ichthyosaurus skeleton . 
We started our book The Stone Age Boy and took turns role-playing and asking questions 
about the stone-age. We practised writing our sentences ending with question marks. The bad 
weather meant we couldn't visit the stones in Calderstones Park but we did learn about 
another very famous stone circle...Stonehenge. We used Jenga bricks and big blocks to build 
our own version of Stonehenge...great teamwork Brazil Class.  
Following on from our foraging activity last week in Food Technology we enjoyed making a 
mixed berry crumble...yum! 
 
 
 
Portugal Class 
It’s been a great week in Class Portugal! We have been learning about road safety and how 
to cross the road and keep ourselves safe! The children were very sensible and spoke about 
the rules to help us stay safe near the road. Well done Class Portugal! 
 
 
 
Canada class 
We have been working so hard this week in English, we have been looking at the features of 
instruction and playing lots of fun games to help us remember time connectives and bossy 
verbs. In Maths we have been counting in 2's and doing some fantastic multiplication. We 
learnt about Stone Age Dwellings and how Stone Age people got their food. We have 
continued our science topic of growing and changing and had a fantastic time on the climbing 
wall.  
 
 
Italy Class 
We have been working on 2D shape in Maths. We have been naming, describing and sorting 
the shapes using big and small. In English we have been reading the big book Jasper's 
Beanstalk. We ordered Jasper's instructions using the days of the week and talked about what 
he would find at the top of his beanstalk. In Science our topic this term is Forces and Magnets. 
We watched a clip of different types of forces. For our work activity we completed a carousel 
of activities using different toys, we had to recognise if we had to pull or push the toys to make 
them go. Italy class continued with their theme this week, 'The Stone Age'. We have been 
looking at different types of houses the stone age people lived in. On Thursday morning we 
went to Calderstones Park to see the remaining six megaliths which stand in a green house 
in Calderstones Park. These are the remains of a Neolithic burial chamber which once stood 
on the edge of the Harthill Estate. The Harthill Estate later became Calderstones Park. All the 
pupils were well behaved and enjoyed a snack in the cafe afterwards. Well Done.  
 
France class 
This week we have been looking at different sets of instructions. We looked at the book 'The 
sandwich that Max made.' We wrote instructions on how to make our own favourite sandwich, 
and used these instructions to make the sandwich. In Maths we have been looking at 2D and 
3D shapes. 
 

DEPARTMENTAL NEWS AND UPDATES 
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Key Stage 3 
Key Stage Leader: Mr Mason 

 
Madagascar Class 
This week we have learned about the importance of the Muscular and Skeletal system and 
learnt the scientific names for lots of bones! We have worked very hard in our English lessons 
reading Roald Dahl's revolting rhymes, the children have also had a go at writing their own 
revolting rhymes based on traditional tales! In Maths we have been producing tally charts and 
using the data to answer questions. All in all, another very good week for the children in 
Madagascar!  

 
 
 
 
Kenya Class 
This week we have continued reading the fabulous book "Inside Out and Back Again". We 
have taken inspiration from the book and began writing our own diary extracts. In Maths we 
have been learning algebra. Some of us have found it a little bit tricky to start with but we are 
determined to master it! In Science we have been learning about the skeletal and muscular 
systems. We even met the famous Abbot's Lea skeleton "Mel the Skel"! 
 
Mr Hodgson and the Key Stage 3 football team visited Goals soccer centre in Speke this week, 
to have a practice session for their tournament at Green Bank Academy this Friday. We wish 
the boys the best of luck! 
 
Mozambique Class 
In Mozambique this week, we have been learning about electric safety in Science. We are 
planning and designing a tower structure that can withstand a small earthquake in Design 
Technology. Pupils have worked in small groups and analysed the different types of materials 
which they could use to build the structure. In English, we have been studying similes and 
metaphors. Pupils have written some wonderful poems using metaphors and similes about a 
colour. Here is an example from Jack Evans: 
 

Green 
They say the grass is always this colour more. 
It gives emeralds their shine, even in the ore. 

Oh, and remember the Granny Smith? 
It still tastes as juicy as a Pick Lady. 

This colour gives £5 notes their value. 
Soon you will drown in a sea of cash. 

The park shows something that's as tall as a house. 
It's a tree, it's part of the nature, you'll see! 

 
 

Botswana Class 
We have enjoyed a Chinese angle to some of our lessons learning to greet each other in 
Languages, cook up noodles and stir fried vegetables in Food Tech. The staff team were really 
pleased that all the students tried some.  

 

DEPARTMENTAL NEWS AND UPDATES 
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Seychelles  Class 
This week we have enjoyed measuring using lots of different objects, and have explored what 
is inside our body. We looked at castles and using Lego designed our own super 
structures!  We really enjoyed playing group games together in P.E. Have a wonderful, and 
restful, weekend. 

 
 

Cape Verde Class 
This week in Cape Verde the students have been using Ordnance Survey maps in Geography 
to look at the symbols that appear, from this they have also created their own symbols for 
different places in school such as the yard and quiet room. They have also been studying the 
work of Joan Miro in Art and the students have taken from his ideas to create their own 
masterpieces! 

 
 

Key Stage Leader: Miss Dallas 
Key Stage 4 

 
 
 

Australia Class 
It has been a week of new topics this week.  After completing our model of the solar system 
in science, we have now started looking at Charles Darwin and his theory of evolution.  The 
students will also look at the different creation stories according to different religions. We have 
also started looking at World War 1 and had an interesting discussion about war.  We are 
continuing with our life skills and this week have practiced using the telephone.  In Maths, we 
have started a topic about shape and the students completed some lovely designs using a 
range of shapes.  

 
Papua New Guinea Class 
We went to the Albert Docks on Monday as part of our History project on historical places in 

Liverpool.  As part of Living and Life Skills PNG are setting up a café next week to sell food 

and hot chocolate to pupils and staff. 

Christmas Island Class 
Our students have continued to work hard in preparation for G.C.S.E Maths and English. All 
students have worked extremely hard completing another unit towards their life skills which 
has been signed off, a BIG WELL DONE!!!! 
We are all looking forward to visiting Bank View and Hugh Baird. 
 

 

 

 

 

DEPARTMENTAL NEWS AND UPDATES 
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Key Stage 5 
Key Stage Leader: Mr Davenport 

 
Fiji Class 
Fiji class have been to the Whitechapel centre this week to take all the donations from parents 
and students to the homeless. Miss Wah, her team and her class would like to thank you to 
you all for your generosity. 
Fiji class have been continuing their gym trips and use of public transport, but have also found 
time to make puppets as part of a project! 
Miss Wah has been making cakes with the students and the class has been studying about 
Egypt. 
 
New Zealand Class 
New Zealand class have been also back in the gym this week. They have been looking at the 
use of conjunctions in writing and analysing poems by William Blake. They have also looked 
at the life of Britain's' luckiest busker, Ed Sheeran. 
The students have been carrying out research into subjects that interest them and preparing 
power point presentations. Next week they will start to present them. Students have been 
planning how to organise a party. Hopefully by the end of the academic year they 
can organise the 6th form Prom! 
 
 

Odd fact of the week 
 

The dark region on the North Pole of Pluto's moon, Charon, is called Mordor. 
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Early Years and Key Stage One 

Ireland Joshua Iyen  

Key Stage Two 

Peru  Royal Mensah 

Portugal Joel Grainger 

USA  Harley Simon  

Brazil  Levi Burnett-Egeonu 

France Joseph McManus 

Canada  Isaac Chierico 

Spain  Anthony Woodward 

Italy Aiden Edgar  

Key Stage Three 

Madagascar Nicholas Griffiths 

Seychelles Ciaran Phoenix 

Cape Verde Kai Denny 

Botswana Thomas Power 

Mozambique  Nathan Rigazio  

Malawi Joshua Owusu-Taylor 

Kenya Doyle Pilkington 

Key Stage Four 

Australia Joslin McGrath. 

Papua New Guinea Patrick Brough 

Samoa Luke Hill  

Christmas Island Iftihar Alam  

Key Stage Five 

New Zealand Patrick Vickers 

Fiji Luke Rivers 

STUDENTS OF WEEK – WEEK 17 
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Term dates 2017-18 and 2018-19 can be found on: 

www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

TERM 3 

Week or Date Time Event 

WC 29 January  Year 12’s work experience group 1 

29 January  Past Primary Curriculum Enrichment Day 

6 February  Safety Internet Day (School Improvement) 

6 February  Our Past Stone Age Guest PRIMARY  

7 February  Stone Age Workshop - Primary 

8 February TBC FAB event (Valentines Disco) 

9 February  3:15pm Term 3 ends 

 

FEBRUARY HOLIDAY: Monday, 12 February 2018 to Friday, 16 February 2018 

 

Students return to school on Monday, 19 February 2018 

TERM 3 KEY DIARY DATES  
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