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Dear Students, Families, Colleagues and Friends 
 
Welcome to this week’s issue of the Head’s Weekly Newsletter. 
 
I cannot believe that we had to close the school again yesterday… It is quite unprecedented 
and I am very sorry about the impact of a “snow day” on the students and their families. I hope 
that you all stayed safe and none of you were directly affected by the many reports of road 
traffic accidents and personal injuries. 
 
Whilst last week’s snow was predicted this week’s was certainly not and there is nothing that 
puts a Headteacher off than unpredictability! We thrive on clarity of direction of travel, solid 
systems, predictable protocols and reliable support to get the job done. An element of surprise, 
whilst manageable, is only welcome if it enhances, rather than inhibits our mission! Snow days 
are, therefore, officially in my bad book now and we shall speak of them no more (famous last 
words!). 
 
There is one amazing highlight to this week which I want to share with you and reflect on: 
 
Monday’s visit to our Key Stage Two: 
 
Mrs Walker, Key Stage Two Leader and her team invited the whole Strategic Leadership Team 
(SLT) to spend the morning in the classes and then also with the teaching team to gain a 
greater insight into the many collaborative projects taking place in our Primary Department.  
 
On behalf of the SLT, I want to publicly thank Mrs Walker and the team of Key Stage Two staff 
for their superb work with the students – they truly do transform lives every day of the week! 
 
More so, I want to commend the team work in Key Stage Two. It is a large team of 
professionals and with that come the joys and challenges of reaching the kind of “oneness” 
which is required to guarantee success. This team is a prime example of how any challenge 
can be overcome and how the social capital of the togetherness can be harnessed in a 
wonderfully creative way. 
 
Thanks to the every person who makes KS2 exceptional and congratulations to Mr Dean 
Scott-Scarth, Head of Primary Department for such brilliant achievement. 
 
 
With kind regards and best wishes for the weekend ahead, 
 
Mrs Ania Hildrey 
Headteacher 
 

Issue 23, 9 March 2018 
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Ms Alison Twomey, Head of Care and Safeguarding 

E: alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

This week I have been involved in a large number of meetings and this has given me reason 

to reflect on just how many different agencies and professionals we work in collaboration with. 

In the last 5 days, I have been in contact with professionals from Social Care, CAMHS, 

Occupational Therapy, Speech and Language Therapy, Physiotherapy, School Nursing, 

Ophthalmology, Educational Psychology, Translating Services, SEN Team, Education 

Welfare, Looked After Children Education Support and Bereavement Support. In all of these 

meetings I have been sat with professionals and parents or carers, with everyone 

communicating openly and honestly about the support that is needed for the family to 

progress. 

Every meeting has the same aim; to find the best way of supporting a student and their family 

to reach their full potential. The key person is always the student, however they are very often 

the one person not in the room. For too long, children and young people have struggled to 

have their voices heard. Although they are often at the centre of discussions the views of 

children and how they feel are often not heard, with other people making vital decisions for 

them. The right of a child or young person to be heard is included in the UN convention of 

rights and the Children’s Act 2004 emphasises the importance of speaking to the child or 

young person as part of any assessment. Children or young people must be given the 

opportunity to attend and contribute to meetings where appropriate. Should they not attend or 

not wish to attend, their wishes, thoughts and feelings should still be shared.  

At the start of my career, as a Youth Worker in Sheffield, I was introduced to an article by 

Harry Shier, ‘Pathways to Participation’, in which he outlined five different levels of 

engagement when taking the views of a child or young person into account. These are:- 

 

1. Children are listened to.  

2. Children are supported in expressing their views.  

3. Children’s views are taken into account.  

4. Children are involved in the decision-making processes.  

5. Children share power and responsibility for decision-making.  

Shier stated that level 3 of his model is the minimum practice needed to meet the requirements 

of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child.  

 

 

CARE AND SAFEGUARDING UPDATES 
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Since first reading this article, I have always endeavoured to ensure that all 5 stages of 

participation remain at the forefront of my professional practice. Reflecting back on the last 

week, however, I’m not sure I can honestly say that the ‘voice of the child’ has always been 

truly heard. Take ECHP meetings for example. Local authorities must consult the child or the 

young person throughout the process of assessment and production of an EHC plan. They 

should also involve the child as far as possible in this process. The needs of the individual 

child and young person should sit at the heart of the assessment and planning process. 

Planning should start with the individual and local authorities must have regard to the views, 

wishes and feelings of the child or young person, their aspirations, the outcomes they wish to 

seek and the support they need to achieve them. I would love to say that a high percentage 

of our students attend their review but, in reality, this rarely happens.  

Looking to the future, increasing the participation of children and young people in matters 

which affect their lives is something which must be improved. Whether the student is in KS1 

or KS5, whether they are verbal or non-verbal, their wishes and feelings must contribute to 

the discussions and decision making adults are involved in. If the child is able to physically 

attend a meeting (for all or just part) this should be encouraged. If the student does not wish 

to attend or are unable to express their wishes in that environment then an adult they trust 

must have sought their views prior to the meeting. We should not be afraid to extend our 

collaborative working and consultations to the actual person they impact. After all, how would 

we feel if a group of people, no matter how well meaning, were sitting around making life 

altering decisions about our future without ever speaking to us?  
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Mr Andrew Cocklin, Head of Finance and Operations  

E: Andrew.cocklin@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

Once again it's been a very busy week. It got off to a great start after all of Leadership were 
invited to spend some time with Key Stage 2 classes. I had the pleasure of spending time with 
Mrs Orme and Class France. All the students were amazing, although they gave me a grilling 
with some very difficult questions, such as where does the school money come from and how 
do you decide to spend it; it was pretty tough. They went easy on me after that and I had some 
time to find out about them all, what they liked best in school and home and to hear about their 
weekends. So my huge thanks to Mrs Orme, her team and all the students of Class France, I 
have been well prepared should I ever appear on Question Time. And thank you to Mrs Walker 
and all Key Stage 2 staff for arranging this fantastic session. 

Then the snow came and once again we unfortunately had to close on Thursday. It was not 
an easy decision to make but student and staff safety must always come first. LCC Transport 
also confirmed that they would not be in a position to pick students up for any of the Liverpool 
Special schools, so the decision was taken out of our hands even if we had been able to open. 
We fully understand the impact that it can have on students and families alike and these 
decisions are never taken lightly. Here is hoping for no more snow until the end of this term. 

 

 
Mrs Michelle Griffiths, Head of HR 

E: michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

My week got off to a great start by spending some time with Brazil Class discussing my role 
and working with them to create the perfect employee to work at Abbot’s Lea School. My 
thanks to Mrs Murphy and the students for inviting me. My quest to recruit Super Mario and 
The Stig has commenced! 
  
A big Abbot’s Lea welcome to Mrs Millar who has joined USA class as a Teaching Assistant 
this week and to Miss Cairns who has joined us as a Midday Supervisor. 
 
 
 

SCHOOL BUSINESS SUPPORT DEPARTMENT 
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Mr Scott-Scarth, Head of Primary Department 

E: dean.scott-scarth@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 
This week has been another snow interrupted one, disturbing our routine and taking us all by 
surprise. However, our students have returned to school this morning and have taken all of 
the disruption in their stride. They have been happy, worked hard, are all here and served as 
brilliant ambassadors for our Golden Rules. 
 
Students have continued to work hard on the theme of Our City, making Papier Mache 
Lambananas, playing musical instruments to a backdrop of The Beatles and attending exciting 
visits around the city to spot local landmarks. 
 
Brazil Class hosted a tea party with real china cups and loose leaf tea. This was an extension 
of the Mad Hatters Tea Party held last week. Students sipped tea and listened to vinyl LP's on 
a record player. 
Students were amazed at the record player that Ms Kearns brought into school, with one 
students describing it as "a machine to listen to the past". 
 
USA Class attended a gold sessions at Lee Park Golf Club this week, coached by the club 
professional Chris Crowder. Twelve students attended the driving range as part of a unique 
sporting experience to encourage young players to try out and practice gold in a supportive 
and inclusive environment. This golfing initiative at Lee Park is only the second of its kind in 
the country, the other being in Birmingham. Our students are very lucky to have this 
opportunity to try golf and Lee Park Golf Club are very fortunate to have such outstanding 
students attending their club. They are wonderful representatives of all the excellent work that 
goes on at home and in school to assist them in developing their life skills and independence. 
This course will continue for six weeks. 
 
Letters will begin to arrive at home this week, giving notification of the upcoming Curriculum 
Enhancement Event on Friday 23rd March in School. The Primary Department will lead an 
event that allows you, as parents and carers, to attend school, view the students’ outstanding 
work and to speak to class teachers. 
 
Have great weekend!  

  

 

 

PRIMARY DEPARTMENT UPDATES 

mailto:dean.scott-scarth@abbotsleaschool.co.uk


  
 

Page 6 of 24 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Mr McVerry, Head of Secondary Department 

E: anthony.mcverry@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

This week has been a changeable week, with the snow yesterday we had to postpone our 
coffee morning to discuss our supported Internship and Apprenticeship programme, I will look 
to rearrange this next week, with it being held on Thursday 15th March 2018 at 10.00 am. I 
can only apologise for the inconvenience that this has caused and hope that you can join us 
then. 

This week in school our year 11 and Key Stage 5 students has the opportunity to learn first 
aid from St. John Ambulance, this then means that all of our Key Stage 4 and 5 students have 
received information and practical demonstrations of first aid that could save someone’s life. I 
believe it is a skill that we should all have and keep up to date with and I want to thank the 
teams in both Key Stages who organised the event. 

We have also had two students out on work experience this week, one at Careers Connect 
and the other at Rotunda Cafe, again I cannot stress how important this exposure to real life 
situation and the world of employability is. I am a firm believer that all of our students can move 
into some form of paid employment in the future and I would not be pushing our projects in 
this area forward if I felt that this was not achievable for our students. 

With this in mind I based my weekly assembly on apprenticeships and alternatives to future 
planning, as it is National Apprenticeship Week, it was good opportunity to discuss this and 
with our plans for employing two of our current students as apprentices, this was an ideal 
opportunity to discuss it. 

I also had the opportunity to visit Key Stage 2 this week as part of the Senior Leadership Team 
and I just want to thank all of the staff for the opportunity to do so and for showcasing your 
hard work, it was a pleasure to see the students so engaged and hopefully we can return the 
favour in the coming months. Finally, we are in the process of developing our outdoor space 
and we have created a sub group with staff from across the school, the make an impact now 
for the students and I look forward to our first meeting and getting things moving. Maria O'Neill, 
Key Stage 1 Leader and I will be heading up the group and it is something I am excited to get 
going with. 

I hope you have a restful weekend. 

 

 

 

SECONDARY DEPARTMENT UPDATES 
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LEGO® based therapy is a social development programme which helps children and young 
people with autism spectrum disorders and related social communication difficulties. The 
programme is based on the highly structured, systematic and predictable nature of LEGO play 
which makes it appealing to children with social communication difficulties who are particularly 
attracted to systems. 

Much more than simply playing with LEGO bricks, LEGO therapy includes the presence of a 
therapist who guides the children and encourages them to address and resolve their problems. 
Through LEGO therapy, children can learn to communicate with others, express their feelings, 
change their behaviour, develop problem-solving skills and develop a relationship with the 
world around them. 

Several members of our team have recently been trained to deliver Lego Therapy with our 
amazing students and we would very much appreciate additional Lego blocks to expand our 
range and extend the variety of sessions!  

Mini sets and character building kits with instructions are ideal but any bricks at all - new or 
pre-loved!-  would be gratefully received.  If you  are able to sponsor new sets, have links with 
local retailers or businesses who would be willing to supply or have any  LEGO at home that 
is no longer played with and you are able to donate to school please do send in F.A.O Lyndsay 
Sims in Class USA where it will be organised and distributed .   

Thank you very much for your support!! 
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END OF TERM ARRANGEMENTS 

 

 

Please note that the term finishes on Friday, 23 March at 
13:30pm, not 15:15pm. 
 
A gentle reminder that all students need to be collected at that 
time as the school closes for Easter Holidays. 
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Dear Families 

 

We are getting quite close to Easter now so it is time to start getting 

excited for our Easter events at Abbots Lea!  

We will be holding our annual decorate the egg competition this year 

which is always a big hit. We have had some very imaginative designs in 

the past from the fabulous ‘Egg-terminate’ Dr. Who themed egg, to a re-

enactment of the Battle of Waterloo!  

 

    

We will also be hosting our very own Easter Bonnet Parade in the hall 

on Thursday 22 March for pupils across the school to take part. We are 

excited to see your amazing creations!  

 

Please send in all entries to school on Tuesday 20 March. We are so 

Egg-cited!  

Kind Regards,  

Miss. Sloan  

 

NOTICEBOARD 
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Re-arranged due to Snow Day! 

Parent Information Coffee Morning 

Apprenticeships and Supported Internships 

For parents of students in Years 11 to 13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday 15th March 2018 in the Conference Room 

Starting at 10:00am 

 

For further information contact Anthony McVerry  

Head of Secondary Department 

Anthony.mcverry@abbotsleaschool.co.uk  

 

 

 

 

 

NOTICEBOARD 
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Early Years and Key Stage 1 

Key Stage Leader: Miss O’Neill 

This week has been another busy one! Everyone showed fantastic phonics skills as we came 
to the end of our phase 2 sounds. Everyone could take part in the phonics games, reading 
and writing words with their phonics knowledge. Very impressed. 

We have also been learning to read and write numbers from 1-20 in words! Everyone enjoyed 
the sensory games and matching activities and showed great confidence by having a go at 
writing! Well done! We continued to learn our seasons but with all this snow it’s been difficult 
to explain the weather we might associate with Spring! The pupils have been very creative 
this week and have made beautiful Mother's Day gifts and told us all about the lovely qualities 
they love about their lovely Mums. We have continued to learn all about 'Our City' and carried 
out some very grown up research using the laptops. We chose our favourite landmark, printed 
a picture of it and wrote a sentence from the information we found on the internet. We also 
studied photographs and created beautiful drawings for our display. We really have such 
wonderful, talented children in Key stage 1, they are all such good friends and are always 
surprising us with their work! Have a lovely weekend everyone! 

Key Stage 2 

Key Stage Leader: Mrs Lisa Walker 
 
The Key Stage 2 students started the week on Monday welcoming the Strategic Leadership 
Team to our department! They enjoyed telling the team all about their class and having them 
as an extra guest in their lessons! The children were amazing! Thank you to the team for 
coming - we really enjoyed the visit!  
 
Key Stage 2 have continued to investigate Our Amazing City this week with ongoing visits to 
our amazing museums and many classes recreating their own Magical Mystery Tours! 
Lessons have included the impact of WWII on Liverpool and music lessons have begun to 
include music from Our City...The Beatles! 
 
Next week includes this terms Curriculum Enrichment Day where the children experience 
learning outside of their own classroom in a carousel of activities delivered by other teachers 
within the department, the activities encompass  academic targets as well as British 
and  SMSC values ( Spiritual, Moral, Social and cultural). Monday's C.E.D will include an 
expressive art and music activity from Miss Sloan and Miss O'Neill, 
a proprioceptive sensory circuit from Mr. Terry and Ms. Murphy, a celebration of Liverpool 
cartoonist and illustrator from Mrs. Orme and Mrs. Cooney and a sensory food activity 
celebrating the diversity of Our City from Mrs. Rodway and Mrs. Walker! It will as always 
be learning and lots of  fun seamlessly combined!!:) In other news ... please look out in your 
child's bag today for: 

 Invitation to Primary Term 4 Curriculum Coffee Morning Friday 23rd March 2018 - 
please complete the reply slip, we would love it if you could join us! 

 Details on Easter Competition..... this weeks homework project !! 

As always Key Diary Dates are at the end of this Newsletter and follow us on twitter Twitter: 
@AbbotsLeaSchool for other updates! 
 

DEPARTMENTAL NEWS AND UPDATES 
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Italy Class 
On Monday we welcomed a special visitor into our classroom. Mrs Hildrey came into class 
Italy to join in our fantastic 'News' lesson and chat to the pupils about their weekend. Jamie 
and Charlie enjoyed sharing their news with Mrs Hildrey. In Science we continued looking at 
animals and grouped pictures of animals into different categories. We talked about what our 
favourite animals are. In PE on Tuesday we carried on learning football skills. As a class we 
practised dribbling, passing and shooting the ball into a goal. At the end of the lesson we 
played a balancing game using beanbags. On Wednesday we focused on our 'My Plan' targets 
in English. We looked at 'Wh' questions. We used visual prompts to answer where, what, who, 
when and why questions. In Geography we looked at famous landmarks around our city and 
the pupils recognised some pictures from our minibus tour last week. Well done Class Italy, 
keep up the good work!. 
 
USA Class 
On Tuesday Class USA were privileged to be invited to join Lee Park Golf Club at Liverpool 
Golf Range for the first in a series of six sessions with golf pro Chris Crowder. The scheme 
has been organised by Linda and David King  of Lee Park Golf Club to enable access to all to 
the sport of Golf. We are the first school outside Birmingham to benefit from the scheme and 
we are very grateful - it was a fantastic day and we cannot wait for the next ! Thank you to all 
involved - and well done class USA!!  
 
Canada Class 
We have had a wonderful start to the week with a visit from the lovely Ms. Adair. She came to 
see what a fantastic class we are and how hard we work. The pupils were so welcoming and 
even helped Ms. Adair over our 'Simile Station' obstacle course. In Geography we designed 
our own maps of Liverpool, complete with keys and symbols and in History we have been 
learning about the impact f World War 2 on Liverpool. We looked at black and white 
photographs from the past and tried to spot landmarks such as the Liver Building and the 
Victoria Monument among the rubble following The Blitz. Our Sgt. Pepper's album designs 
look amazing on the wall. The pupils worked so hard to re-create this iconic piece of artwork 
using their own characters such as Sonic, Mario and Thomas the Tank Engine. Have a lovely 
weekend everyone.  

 
Brazil Class 
We started our week with a visit from our own Abbot's Lea Head of HR Ms Michelle Griffiths. 
After introductions we set to work thinking of our "ideal" Abbot's Lea employee for Ms Griffiths 
to interview next time a position becomes available. Needless to say we had some brilliant 
ideas ranging from Mr Poppy in the film Nativity ("basically a big kid"- thank you Lexie!), a 
Ninja and Stig from Top Gear who Oscar thought would be great to drive the minibuses! Thank 
you Ms Griffiths we hope you'll remember our requests when you next interview! 

Our work on forces carried on with more exciting experiments, this week adding weights to 
paper helicopters to see the effect. Ms Marshall our student teacher has been teaching 
us about The Titanic and the links with Liverpool and we are looking forward to presenting our 
own news flashes about the tragedy. In PE we played Captain's coming and imagined being 
on the Titanic running to the lifeboats, we even had time to scrub the decks. 

Following on from Ms Kearns invitation to A Hard Days Night Cafe we had our own Beatle 
inspired afternoon tea while listening to old Beatles records on the record player. Keeping with 
the Beatles story we went out on a Magical Mystery Tour on Tuesday to visit lots of famous 
Beatles' landmarks. What a great week! 

 

DEPARTMENTAL NEWS AND UPDATES 
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Spain Class 
The children in Spain class have had a fabulous week and have continued to enjoy learning 
all about Liverpool. During literacy, we have studied the River Mersey and discussed its 
importance regarding shipping, tourism and transport. The children were fascinated to 
discover facts about the Mersey Railway Tunnel, The Queensway Tunnel and The Kingsway 
Tunnel!  
 
In Mathematics, the children have continued to work hard to interpret and analyse data from 
pictograms and bar charts. All the children are now able to collect data using tallying, construct 
a pictogram and a simple bar chart.  
 
During the afternoon sessions, the children have been busy completing art work and design 
technology projects with a focus on Liverpool landmarks. Everyone has produced a wonderful 
design of a landmark inspired by the artist Steph Dekker and made a start at constructing their 
own 3D yellow submarine. 
 
Well done Spain class for another excellent week. 
 
Peru Class 
We have had lots of fun with poetry this week and have listened to some funny poems that 
have made us laugh. We have all had a favourite and made up a class poem based on our 
names. We have made some fantastic posters to persuade people to come to Liverpool and 
have loved learning about the Titanic and its connections to Liverpool. We have continued to 
enjoy our Maths lessons learning about calculations and have all worked hard on our phonics 
targets. We have looked at the art work of Jan Howarth and Peter Blake and have made our 
own album cover based on the Sgt Pepper design. It includes all of Peru class and our 
favourite famous people and characters. 
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Key Stage 3 
Key Stage Leader: Mr Ryan Mason 

 

Botswana Class 
We have been out and about in the school locality. In Geography the class walked to St. 
Peter's Church matching street names to the actual historical use of the streets: Quarry Street, 
Reservoir Road and Church Road. In the Church we sought out Elanor Rigby's grave from the 
Beatles song and walked on into Woolton Quarry. The walk also gave lots of opportunities to 
practice crossing roads and increase confidence in their own judgement of when to cross. The 
walk has given us lots of openings into other lessons: local history, English and IT - writing 
and researching, Science and a look at the local rocks and music and a chance to try out our 
vocals in a few Beatles songs.  
 
Seychelles Class 
This week we have explored reactions in Science and had fun visiting local significant 

landmarks. See our pictures from our trip to Calderstones! 😊 In History we learned about one 

of the most famous bands of all time, The Beatles. We had fun investigating non-fiction themes 
and created our own fantastic fact files from everything from gardening tools to the founder of 
Nintendo, Fusajiro Yamauchi. 
Have a terrific weekend. 
 
Mozambique Class 

A slightly shorter week this week due to the unexpected snow day on Thursday. In MFL this 

week we looked at the names of family members in Chinese. In Food Technology, 

Mozambique has worked really well as a team to produce a delicious chicken mushroom pie. 

Each pupil has demonstrated their cutting and measuring skills; healthy and safety 

understandings. As Mother's Day is fast approaching, we have been doing some Mother's Day 

related crafts, building on our fine motor skills. 

 

Malawi Class 
In our maths lesson’s this week we have been looking more closely at decimals and shall 
continue this work into next week. In literacy, we continue to learn the features of different 
poems and some of the poetic devices used in each of them. So far we have look acrostic 
poems, narrative poems, Free verse poems. 

Also, we have created some beautiful mother’s day gifts and cards in class Malawi. We wish 
our Mothers a joyful and restful day on Sunday. 

Next week is National Science week and class Malawi will take part in many different, practical 
experiments. 

Madagascar Class 
This week in Madagascar we have been learning how to write sentences that include past, 
present and future tense verbs. In Maths we have worked out how to find the factors of a range 
of numbers. We have begun an experiment in Science to determine how quickly germs can 
spread. We have spread germs onto a piece of a bread and will see how quickly the bread 
goes mouldy. We have also had a great time in our other lessons, learning how to read 
different maps in Geography as well as finding out lots about the Roman army in History.  

DEPARTMENTAL NEWS AND UPDATES 
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Key Stage 4 

Key Stage Leader: Miss Dallas 

Australia Class 
We have completed some fantastic work is class Australia this week. As part of our studies of 
the First World War, students wrote letters home to their loved ones from the perspective of a 
soldier. Their words were brilliant and showed real understanding and emotion. We have also 
worked hard on some war themed poetry which, again was amazing! 
 
As part of this terms theme 'our city', we have been studying the history of Liverpool. The 
students worked hard to produce story boards of the City’s main land mark events. We look 
forward to continuing with this topic and doing a tour of the city for PSHE in the coming weeks. 
 
Both class Australia, with Samoa class enjoyed a PE lesson with a difference this week. In 
preparation for St Patrick's Day, we learnt some Irish dancing. Great fun and great exercise! 
  
 
Papua New Guinea Class 
News from PNG is that we visited the Museum of Liverpool Life and the Maritime Museum as 
part of our theme on 'Our City'. 

  

Christmas Island 
This week in Christmas Island the students have had lots of fun taking part in the St Johns 
Ambulance Student First Aid course. They learnt a lot of great new skills some including CPR 
and how to deal with a choking incident. They all did really well and gained certificates! We 
are very proud of them!  
 
The students have also been working on a safeguarding display this week, we are making 
leaflets and posters containing lots of useful and important information. All students are doing 
really well taking on a big responsibility.  
 
Have a great weekend! 
 
 
Samoa Class 
Excellent work in maths this week continuing with our co-ordinates. We have learnt how to 
translate shapes and everyone has completed some very challenging work! The boys have 
produced a lovely collage of the Liverpool skyline in Art, some beautiful designs. We have 
continued with advertising in English, visiting Hunts Cross village to use the tablets to take 
photos of adverts that we found. Great pair work and use of ICT skills once we returned to 
school. We then learnt some Irish dancing in PE! Everyone gave it a really good go - we were 
really impressed!  
 
We have made beautiful Mother’s Day cards and gifts and hope all our mums have an 

absolutely lovely day on Sunday - you all deserve it 😊 
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Key Stage 5 
Key Stage Leader: Mr Davenport 

Fiji 
The Chefs of Fiji started the week by making a lovely chicken curry and rice meal! We did 
some research about The Beatles and went on a mini Beatles tour and listened to some of 
their songs! Phil and Tom came back in and taught us all how to be safe when travelling 
independently and how to use maps! We also created our own version of the iconic Liverpool 
buildings across the skyline using clay! Some of us made Lambananas too in anticipation for 
our visitor (our very own Lambanana!) Joe has been on work experience this week too and 
he has had brilliant reports from the staff at Rotunda Cafe! Well done Joe! 
 
New Zealand 
In the event of an emergency, Key Stage 5 students will form part of the rapid response 
unit as New Zealand class on Monday and Tuesday took a First Aid course with St John 
Ambulance Service. At the end of the course the students were given a certificate that showed 
they had learnt how to deal with cuts, grazes, nosebleeds, electric 
shocks, resuscitation, putting someone in the recovery position and how to 
bandage wounds. Thanks to the trainers who came in on these days and the work with the 
students.Students from both classes watched Thor at Woolton Picturehouse today, free of 
charge! Thanks to the cinema for their kind offer to our students! 

General Information 

Work Experience 
This week two students have been out on work experience, Joe from Fiji and Saoirse from 
New Zealand. Both students have had really good feedback from their placements and more 
importantly are enjoying themselves! Well done to you both! 
 
Greenback Transition  
Next week on Thursday 15th March, 4 students from KS5 and 1 student from KS4, will be 
going to Greenback College as part of starting their transition to college for September. This 
will be from 9.30 till 2pm. Students will come into school as normal on this day and be taken 
by school staff to Greenback for 9.30 by minibus. The staff will remain with them until 2pm 
when they will bring them back to school in time for transport. 
 
Pathways Meeting 
Maria Rimmer from City of Liverpool College will be in school on Monday from 1.30 to meet 
parents of any students leaving in July wanting to start the Pathways course at City of 
Liverpool College in September. If any parents of students not leaving would like to meet Maria 
you are also welcome.  

Please can you send back  the reply slips to the letters sent on Wednesday or contact school 
to let us know you are coming in advance. Thanks! 

Important Reminder 
We have set a cut off date of 23rd March 2018 for parents to let us know if your child 
intends to leave school at the end of this academic year.  
 
If your child has decided to leave school please let us know as soon as possible so we 
can help with college applications and start the transition process. 

 

DEPARTMENTAL NEWS AND UPDATES 
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I have been contacted by Activate who have asked me to pass on the following message to 
you regarding any open day next week: 

We are recruiting for our Knowsley and Wirral Campuses and have places left for 
September 2018! 

Are you aged between 19-24 with a learning difficulty or disability or know someone who is 
aged between 19-24 with a learning difficulty or disability? At Activate we offer a range of 
programmes which all serve to help young people further their skills and develop more 
independence. We also provide employability programmes and link closely with other 
community projects to ensure we have a full offer available for our students to ensure they 
have the opportunity to reach their full potential. 

Why not come along to one of our upcoming open days, have a tour of our facilities and 
meet some of our staff and students, courses are free to access if you are 19-24 and have 
an education, health and care plan. 

For further information please phone 0151 545 1279, email info@activateces.org.uk or visit 
our website www.activateces.org.uk 

National Citizen Service Residential 
In November I contacted parents of students in year 11 and Key Stage 5 over the possibility 
of students taking part in the National Citizen Service course and residential that will be run 
by Catch - 22 training provider in school. I received 21 responses from parents saying that 
you wished your child to take part. I am pleased to say that I have finalised with Catch 22 the 
dates and cost for the residential. 

The residential is set to take place on Tuesday 1st May till Friday 4th May at the Kingswood 
Outdoor Bounds Centre in Dearne Valley, Doncaster. I will be sending out letters shortly to 
the parents of the students who have indicated they will take part in the course, inviting them 
to a meeting about the course. I will also send out forms to obtain medical details of any 
children taking part on the residential. 

We have agreed a deal with the training providers that will mean parents will not incur a cost 
for the residential. The residential is subject to approval from the council so any requests for 
information that you receive I please ask to be returned as soon as possible so we can process 
the application in a speedy manner. 

Odd Fact of the Week 

When designing Facebook, the computer engineers originally wanted to call the 'Like' button 
the 'Awesome' button! 
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Early Years and Key Stage One 

Ireland Charlie Waddington 

 

Peru Alex Maxwell 

Portugal Joel Grainger 

USA Mason Young 

Brazil Oscar 

France Immy 

Canada Kyle Wilson 

Spain Jayden Moore 

Italy Jamie Clements 

Key Stage Three 

Madagascar Kellsie Davies 

Seychelles Frankie Walker 

Cape Verde Alfie Taylor 

Botswana Thomas Power 

Mozambique Saeed Ahmed 

Malawi Mya Sumerskyll 

Kenya Luke Maguire 

Key Stage Four 

Australia Elliot Ko 

Papua New Guinea Joseph Parry 

Samoa Alex Firth 

Christmas Island Dylan Jones 

Key Stage Five 

New Zealand Brian Tidmarsh 

Fiji Joe Davidson 

STUDENTS OF WEEK – WEEK 23 
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Key Diary Dates for the remainder of the year can be found on our website, 

under the EVENTS tab: 

http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/ALS-Key-Diary-

Dates-2017-18.pdf 

 

Term dates 2017-18 can be found there, too: 

http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/ALS-Term-

Dates-2017-18.pdf 

 

And, if you are planning ahead, 2018-19 term dates are also available: 

http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/ALS-Term-

Dates-2018-19.pdf 

TERM 4 

Week or Date Time Event 

12 March  Primary Our City Curriculum Enrichment Day 

12,13,14 March  Key Stage Visits to St George Hall, Liverpool 

Wb 12th March All Week Curriculum enhancement activities - British Science week 

13 March 14:00-14:45 Student Council 

14 March 16:30-18:30 Governing Body meeting 

17 March  St Patrick’s Day – Collapsed Curriculum Carousel 
Activities 

w/c 19 March  Year 12 Work experience group 3 

21 March  World Poetry Day 

22 March  Afternoon – Easter Bonnet Parade 

22 March 10:00-12:00 6th form Coffee Morning – Guest Speak Lisa Kirkham from 
Careers Connect 

23 March  Primary Term 4 Parent Curriculum Coffee Morning  

23 March 13:30 Last day of term 

 

SPRING HOLIDAY: Monday, 26 March 2018 to Friday, 6 April 2018 

(Good Friday – 30 March 2018, Easter Monday – 2 April 2018) 

 

INSET DAY – Monday 9 April 2018

KEY DIARY DATES  

http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/ALS-Key-Diary-Dates-2017-18.pdf
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/ALS-Key-Diary-Dates-2017-18.pdf
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/ALS-Term-Dates-2017-18.pdf
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/ALS-Term-Dates-2017-18.pdf
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/ALS-Term-Dates-2018-19.pdf
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/ALS-Term-Dates-2018-19.pdf
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