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Dear Students, Families, Colleagues and Friends 
 
 
Welcome to the last issue of this term’s Head’s Weekly Newsletter. 
 
Reflecting on this week – I most enjoyed our students’ Easter Bonnet Parade and Easter Egg 
Competition – what creativity and what amazing talent we saw! My thanks go to all students, 
families and the staff and I congratulate the winners of each category. Well done! 
 
I was also nicely surprised to see the fantastic approach to home-based learning in Mrs 
Rodway’s class – two students popped in to see me with their inspiring homework about 
Liverpool. Superb piece of active research by the boys in question (thanks to the families for 
their commitment to support school work at home – amazing!) 
 
Speaking of research - we were also successful in recruiting our new Head of Autism 
Research and Development – the one vacant role in the current organisational structure and 
a massively important piece of the puzzle to fulfil our vision of becoming an international centre 
of excellence in Autism education, research and professional development. Miss Micah 
Grimshaw will join the school in September 2018, bringing a wealth of experience in Autism 
and brilliant ideas for innovations in the field – I am pleased to share with you her brief personal 
introduction in today’s issue. 
 
We end this term and start a fortnight of Easter holidays. For some amongst us, this marks 
the time to pause and reflect on the most important Christian festival. For others, it provides                 
a much-needed rest (although I have a feeling some of the parents amongst us may feel 
differently towards the end of the holiday period! ;-). 
 
Spring is a wonderful season – the renewal in nature always inspires me and it gives rise to 
more energy, new ideas and innovation. Much needed sunlight is a bliss and we get more of 
daytime as of this Saturday when the clocks “spring” forward by an hour! 
 
Whatever the beliefs and circumstances, or your plans for the coming two weeks – I hope you 
all have a good and peaceful break and that you enjoy the early signs of spring season all 
around us. 
 
The staff return to school on Monday, 9 April for a Staff Training and Development Day 
(INSET) and we look forward to welcoming all students on Tuesday, 10 April at 9am. 
 
With kind regards 
 
Mrs A. Hildrey 
Headteacher 

Issue 25, 23 March 2018 
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Ms Alison Twomey, Head of Care and Safeguarding 

E: alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 
One of the main tasks I have been working on this term has been the commissioning of 

therapeutic support services with the direct aim of better meeting the needs of our students. 

Whether the requirement is Educational Psychology, Speech and Language or Occupational 

Therapy, it has been essential to identify providers who demonstrate the same ethos as 

Abbot’s Lea School, namely a commitment to providing the best specialist support that 

enriches students’ lives and prepares them for independence and adulthood. It was also a 

non-negotiable requirement for any professional to have a genuine interest and expertise in 

ASC. 

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce Dr Victoria Tyrer-

Davies as our newly commissioned Educational Psychologist.  

Victoria is Lead Educational Psychologist at ‘Flying Colours’ 

(www.flyingcolourseducationalpsychology.co.uk) and it was 

immediately clear that she was a perfect fit for Abbot’s Lea School. 

Victoria has a specialism in working with individuals with Autism 

Spectrum Condition (ASC), their families and schools and has 

worked as a member of the Neurodevelopmental Assessment & 

Diagnostic Team. She has delivered many parent programmes and 

has supported the delivery of outreach services to schools.  

Over the next 12 months, Victoria will be working with us to provide student assessments, 

parent workshops and offer our staff support and guidance using solution focused approaches. 

This holistic approach of working with student, school and family is essential. The outcome is 

a fuller understanding of the student, a range of jointly identified actions and evidence-based 

recommendations to help move things forward. 

I’m sure all parents and carers will wish to join me in offering Victoria the warmest welcome to 

Abbot’s Lea School. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CARE AND SAFEGUARDING UPDATES 

mailto:alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
http://www.flyingcolourseducationalpsychology.co.uk/
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Mr Andrew Cocklin, Head of Finance and Operations  

E: Andrew.cocklin@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

This term seems to have flown by, but within it so much has happened. Each day we seem to 
be moving forward in a positive direction as a school and it's helped by the amazing support 
from everyone involved with Abbot's Lea; students, staff, parents, carers, families and our 
governing body. 

May I wish you all an enjoyable Easter and hopefully some improved weather - no more snow 
days please!  

 

Mrs Michelle Griffiths, Head of HR 

E: michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

This has been an exciting week which started with the recruitment day for the Head of Autism 
Research and Development. We saw 6 excellent candidates, all with different skills and 
experience and concluded the process with an appointment. The candidates all shared their 
vision for the role with the whole school staff and a selection of Governors at the start of the 
day and I would like to say thank you for your positive contribution to the process. 
  
This week plans have been finalised for our INSET day which is on the 9 April with the main 
focus being on phonics which will help our staff to support students more fully. 
  
This week implementation of our new HR & Payroll software commenced. This is the first step 
towards bringing our payroll service in house and providing a full information recording function 
to support the HR function. 
  
I am looking forward to the renovations to the staff room and therapy rooms which are taking 
place during the holidays. These changes will breathe life back into under-utilised rooms and 
hopefully produce calm and relaxing spaces for both staff and students. 
  
Have a great Easter break everyone. 

 

SCHOOL BUSINESS SUPPORT DEPARTMENT 

mailto:Andrew.cocklin@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
mailto:michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Mr Scott-Scarth, Head of Primary Department 

E: dean.scott-scarth@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

The Primary Department have been very busy this week, bringing to a close our theme Our 
City: Liverpool. Classes have continued to visit the local community, attending the 
Liverpool World Museum to see the Terracotta Army and exploring the city on a Magical 
Mystery Tour. 
 
USA Class engaged in some World War Two cooking, baking recipes from 1945 using 
rationed ingredients, e.g. cakes made without butter and sugar. 
 
This week the Primary Department have hosted a Curriculum Enrichment Coffee Morning. 
Parents and families were invited to visit the Conference Room to view pupil work, meet the 
staff and discuss workbooks. 
 
Next term we will be studying Our Heroes. 
 
Thank You for all your support this term. 
 
Have a wonderful Easter. 
 
We look forward to welcoming our students back for the Summer Term on Tuesday 10th April. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

PRIMARY DEPARTMENT UPDATES 

mailto:dean.scott-scarth@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Mr McVerry, Head of Secondary Department 

E: anthony.mcverry@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

What a term we have had, really busy and yet really rewarding. I want to first of all thank all of 
the staff in each of the three Key Stages for their hard work, dedication, commitment and 
innovation over the past 10 weeks. You have all been brilliant and I love the ideas that you all 
come up with and bring to the school and the curriculum, it makes it diverse and engaging for 
all of the students and I think we are getting there on personalising the learning for each and 
every one, so once again, thank you I appreciate everything you do and how hard you work 
each day. 
 
Next I want to thank our amazing students, without you we would not have the drive to make 
such a difference, you keep us dedicated to our jobs and you make it so special to be here 
and work with you. Your behaviour and you enthusiasm this term has been brilliant and I thank 
you for representing the school in such a positive way. I look forward to our last two terms in 
school and hopefully the weather allows us to work outdoors even more.  
 
Finally, thank you to all of our parents and carers, we would not be able to do the amazing 
things we do without your support, next term I hope to invite you all in to share the learning 
experience with our students and showcase some of the amazing and inspiring things that we 
have going on. 
 
This term has been brilliant for initiatives that we have had going on, some of the highlights I 
have listed below; 
 
Key Stage 3 
Social Interaction curriculum enrichment day 
Chinese New Year curriculum day 
Science Week 
Gardening with Food for Thought and visiting Dutch Farm. 
Key Stage 3 Football Team is underway 
The Mad hatters Tea Party to celebrate World Book Day 2018 
 
Key Stage 4 
Linking up with Rowan Park School to clear our Poly Tunnel Area 
The Brook Advisory Service discussing sexual health 
Wheels Extreme project with Bank View High School 
First Aid Training from St. John Ambulance 
Irish Dancing video for St. Patrick's Day (going viral online) 
One student committed to the Supported Internship programme 
 
Key Stage 5 
Soup Kitchen each Wednesday for staff 
Supporting the local Food Bank 

SECONDARY DEPARTMENT UPDATES 

mailto:anthony.mcverry@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Year 12 work experience 

First Aid training with St. John Ambulance 
Painting our very own Lamb Banana 
Travel Training for our leavers 
College visits and taster days 
 
We have so much going on and there is more to come next term. This is just a snapshot of 
everything we do. Have a great and restful break and we will see you all in two weeks, enjoy 
and thank you all once again. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SECONDARY DEPARTMENT UPDATES 
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My name is Micah Grimshaw and I am delighted to have been offered 
the post of Head of Autism Research and Development at Abbot’s Lea 
School.  

I look forward to joining the school in September and working with all 
students, families, staff and a range of external professionals, and 
jointly changing the world for the better! 

In 2009 I was awarded a Helena Kennedy Foundation scholarship to 
Edge Hill University.          I was proud to gain a qualified teacher status 
in January 2013 and I was eager to quickly get into teaching.  

As an older sister to a brother and two sisters with Autistic Spectrum Conditions, I was keen 
to undertake work in special education and so I returned to Edge Hill University to complete                      
a Postgraduate Certificate in Special Educational Needs and Inclusion. 

I have been teaching students with ASC and complex communication and behaviours since 
qualifying. Driven by my passion derived from my family circumstances and the enjoyment I 
got from individual success stories of those I have taught, I took over the role as whole school 
Autism leader in 2014.  

I have always liked to remain well informed of the latest theories and debates relating to 
education, special education and autism in particular, and I share this knowledge through 
training and implementation of autism-specific practice to support students to make progress 
and achieve their goals. 

Professionally, I have been fortunate enough to have met so many inspiring students with 
such dedicated families and that has always spurred me on to undergo continuous 
professional development to become a better practitioner.  

Part of the training I have undertaken has led me to become a local Makaton signing tutor, 
enabling me to deliver training workshops to parents, carers and occasional users. I hope to 
become a regional tutor soon so that I can deliver training to a wider range of professionals. I 
have also completed other training including SCERTS, Understanding Sensory Processing, 
Team-Teach (positive behaviour support) and PECS. 

I enjoy delivering training and I draw further motivation from the positive impact that it has on 
others. Over the last two years I have shared my knowledge of best practice by providing 
advice, training and consultancy to partner organisations and individual families, with a focus 
on autism and anxiety, the use of visuals and gender differences in autism.  

Last year, I delivered training on girls and women with autism, to a range of professionals 
supporting students with severe and complex learning difficulties in schools across 
Merseyside. The feedback was extremely encouraging and I am already aware of multiple 
initiatives that have taken place since to support the under-represented population of females 
with autism in special needs schools.  

I strongly believe in improving the lives for all people with autism.  

Abbot’s Lea School’s vision and mission statement are truly inspiring and led me to apply for 
what I believe to be an incredibly exciting and unique role. I am thrilled to have been appointed 
and look forward to working alongside my new colleagues, to identify key internal pieces of 
work and lead on collaborative research projects to improve the lives of those living with, or 
working in the field of autism.   

Miss M. Grimshaw 

Head of Autism Research and Development Designate 

HEAD OF AUTISM RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT 
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WORLD DOWN SYNDROME AWARENESS DAY 

 

 

This week we participated in ‘World down syndrome 

awareness day’ by having a Lot’s of Socks Day in School. 

Everyone was invited to come into school wearing odd 

socks, colourful socks or their favourite socks and donate 

£1.00 

Due to everyone’s generosity we are delighted to say we 

have exceeded £100!! 

Thank-you everyone   

  

 

 

 

 

NOTICEBOARD 
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F A B 
 

 

 

Jim Jam Jog on Friday 20th April 
 

There will be a FAB meeting 11am on Thursday 12th April in the Family 
Room to finalise arrangements. 
  
This event is open to all parents and it would be lovely to see you all 
there. 
 

Sponsor forms have gone home! 
 

Thank-you   
 
 
 
 

Sleep Solutions - Training for Parents Thursday 21 
June 

 
 

10:00-13:00 hrs  
Abbot’s Lea School 

 
 
 
 

NOTICEBOARD 
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This term in Art Club with Mr Mohan, the children in Key Stage 3 have 
been learning how to use pastel techniques, including blending, pointing 
and hatching. 
After learning how to use these techniques, the children then applied 

their skills, creating these unique pastels art works. 

The art work is linked to ‘Our City’ theme and our world famous 

waterfront.  

 

       

 

  

ART CLUB 
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Early Years and Key Stage 1 

Key Stage Leader: Miss O’Neill 
We had an exciting week in KS1 and welcomed two new pupils to class Ireland on Monday! 

We have been learning Spanish and they have settled in fantastic already! This week we have 

gone craft mad with cutting and gluing chick body parts, making eggs and bunting for our 

parade and making some delicious chocolate nests. 

 Everyone was very impressed by the students' homework talents, we received beautiful 

bonnets, decorated eggs, Liverpool landmark sketches and clay Lambananas! Well done to 

the students and to the adults at home who took the time to make the wonderful works of art. 

We all hope you have a lovely Easter break and come back full of energy for our new term 

and topic of 'Our Heroes!' Have fun. 

 

Key Stage 2 

Key Stage Leader: Mrs Lisa Walker 
 

Friday 20th April 2018 our FAB! Team will be hosting Abbot's Lea School’s first Jim Jam Jog 
- a fun sponsored jog around the school grounds! Each Key Stage will be given a time slot to 
complete the course and parents will be invited to watch and cheer their children on! All funds 
raised will go directly to our outdoor learning project so we do hope you are able to support 
the student's with sponsorship! Sponsor Forms will go home today and more detail will follow 
after the Easter Break. Thank you for your ongoing support, The FAB! Team   
 
KS2 
A fantastic end to Term 4 .... Miss Sloan and the Canada team led the way with an amazing 
whole school Easter display, thank you so much to Miss Sloan and thank you to all parents 
who supported with this activity and Our City Home Learning projects - we really appreciate 
the difference you make! 
 
Next term is an exciting topic - Our Heroes! 
During this unit KS2 students will study the life of Walt Disney and the impact his work made 
on the world of animation and the way we live today. The theme Our Heroes is mirrored in 
Science this term where students will study the lives of significant scientists and inventors 
such as Marie Curie, Leonardo da Vinvi and Sir Isaac Newton. There are lots of exciting 
activities planned for this term so please do keep checking our diary dates and follow us on 
twitter! 
 
Thank you to all the students and team in KS2 for all of your hard work this term - have a 
fabulous Easter! Mrs. Walker   
 
USA Class 
The boys in USA have been particularly sensible this week examining what life was like in 
Liverpool during WWII. They recalled many facts about the Blitz and also made recipes that 
could be accommodated by ration purchasing- including Egg Free Chocolate Cake, Trench 
Stew and Bread Pudding. As always very proud of you Class USA - Happy Easter and 
enjoy your chocolate eggs! Mrs. Walker :) 

 
 

DEPARTMENTAL NEWS AND UPDATES 
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France Class 
We have had lots of fun this week, we went to see the Titanic expedition in the Maritime 
Museum where we read lots of facts about the Titanic.  We have also started looking at 
multiplication and division which we will carry on looking at next term. Some of the children 
also brought in some great pieces of homework which they all worked very hard to produce. 
Well done France class, you have worked very hard this half term. Enjoy the break and we 
look forward to seeing you after Easter.  
 
Spain Class 
The children in Spain class have had a very productive week and have enjoyed completing 
Easter crafts and projects. All the children have made a fabulous Easter bonnet, decorated 
Easter eggs, created wonderful Easter chick decorations and have worked hard to design and 
create authentic Easter cards. Additionally, the children have all made a lovely Easter basket 
equipped with a cute fluffy chick and delicious chocolate eggs!  
Throughout the week, the children have concluded their learning on our topic, Liverpool. We 
have focused on the Mersey Rail and spent time identifying the different routes the trains take. 
We were all impressed with the children's knowledge of the local rail network and their ability 
to recall lots of interesting facts! 
Well done for another big effort this term Spain class. We all hope that you have a lovely 
Easter break and come back refreshed in a couple of weeks. 
 
Spain pupil of the week: Jack Woods for eating his lunch in the dining hall with his friends.  
 
Peru Class 
What a lovely week we have all had. The sun has been shining and we have been on Easter 
egg hunts around the grounds and have played very well on the yard with each other. We 
have conducted simple experiments in Science and have learnt a little more about electricity. 
We have worked further on our Maths and Literacy targets and have loved our French lesson 
this week learning about animals. We have also made and decorated eggs and have taste 
tested a few Easter treats. We loved looking at all the wonderful Easter bonnets and the Egg 
competition.  
 
 
Brazil Class 
We have been working hard to finish off our lovely Our City work and getting into Spring with 
Easter arts and crafts. We finished our Forces topic in science with an interesting experiment 
discovering the magnetic force field in a bar magnet and testing different materials to predict 
and check which are magnetic. 
We have continued our money work; getting better at giving change and making different 
amounts of money.  
Our Easter arts and crafts have been a nice way to relax as we prepared decorations for the 
Hall and showed off some amazing Easter hats and decorated eggs for the Easter Parade. 
We have all been learning to sing a great Beatles tune,ready for our final assembly of the 

term- all getting very egg-cited!! 🐣 

 

Portugal Class 
It has been a fun week in Class Portugal, we have made some Easter crafts and finished our 
topic of 'Our City' which the children have really enjoyed! Our class team wish the children and 
families a Happy Easter! 
 
 
 
 

DEPARTMENTAL NEWS AND UPDATES 
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Canada Class 
We have worked so hard all week. We have written our own information books about the 
Titanic, explored properties of 3D shapes and had a great visit to the Titanic exhibition at the 
Maritime Museum. On Monday we were lucky enough to go to our local Tesco to pick up our 
Easter eggs which have been kindly donated by the lovely Pam. We got to go behind the 
double doors and into ‘the back’. Cameron was chief inspector of the offices and stockrooms. 
You will be pleased to know they passed! We were all so excited for the Easter festivities on 
Thursday and we had some fantastic entries to the decorate the egg competition and the 
Easter Bonnet Parade. Have a lovely, chocolate filled Easter everyone!  
 
Italy Class 
Wow what a week for the boys in Italy class. Fantastic effort from the pupils who completed 
the Egg Competition, the Easter Bonnets and the Topic Homework. Amazing work! A huge 
thank you to all the parents for supporting this at home. 
On Monday we shared our News from the weekend. The pupils really enjoyed looking at 
photographs of their weekend. Please continue to send any weekend photographs to my email 
address on the homework sheet by the latest Sunday evening. Thank you for your continued 
support. In Science we carried on with our topic Animals including Humans. This week we 
compared body parts of animals with humans. We found out we have some body parts that 
are the same and some that are different. On Tuesday we read the story Dogger by Liverpool's 
famous author Shirley Hughes, we continued with our 'wh' questions when answering 
questions from the story. On Wednesday we finished off our Titanic work and painted our clay 
models. In RE we read the Easter story and sequenced pictures from the beginning to the end 
of the story. In Maths we have been working on statistics. On Wednesday we sorted a tube of 
smarties using different colours. We made a smarties pictogram. On Thursday we continued 
with our Phonics work in the morning and Easter crafts in the afternoon. 
Italy class team would like to wish all the pupils and their parents a Happy Easter! Enjoy your 
break.  
 
 
 

Key Stage 3 

Key Stage Leader: Mr Ryan Mason 

We have had another great week in Key Stage 3 this week! A cohort of students had the 
privilege of participating in a horticulture project at Dutch Farm. They were impeccably 
behaved and a real credit to the school as they spent time tending to flower beds and 
vegetable patches, feeding animals and were able to explore the farm grounds. They all had 
a fantastic time and are looking forward to returning to the farm after the Easter holidays. On 
Thursday, Malawi class had a fantastic time utilising the great outdoors with the small fraction 
of sunny weather we have enjoyed this week. They took part in a numerous outdoor activities 
at Calderstones Park,  including playing Football, Tennis and they even enjoyed using the 
outdoor gym equipment. All the children had a brilliant time and are looking forward to more 
opportunities to lean in the great outdoors! 
 
I, along with all staff in Key Stage 3, want to wish all the children a wonderful Easter holiday 
and look forward to welcoming them back in a couple of weeks. 
 
 
 
 
 

DEPARTMENTAL NEWS AND UPDATES 
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Madagascar Class 
We have had a brilliant week in Madagascar this week. We have been successfully rounding 
4, 5 and 6 digit numbers to the nearest 10, 100 and 1000, the children have shown great 
confidence within this topic and some have requested additional challenges by rounding 7 and 
8 digit numbers to the nearest 1000! We have been writing sentences using past, present and 
future tense verbs in our English lessons and the students have grown in their confidence 
within this topic. We also finished reading George's Marvellous Medicine, the children 
thoroughly enjoyed it and are looking forward to going to the theatre after Easter to watch it. 
  
Kenya Class 
Kenya have had an exciting week. We are coming to the end of our poetry module. This 
week we had a go at writing our own ballads! All pupils have thoroughly enjoyed our Italian 
topic which has been covered cross curricular through MFL and food technology. This week 
we made our final dish which was spaghetti bolognaise. All of us would like to wish 
everybody a restful half term and a Happy Easter! 
 
Cape Verde Class 
This week in Cape Verde we have been finishing off our research about John Lennon in 
History. Students have also been using Microsoft Publisher to create their own newspaper 
articles, a few journalists in the making! On Thursday we visited the Albert Dock and the 
Liverpool Museum as we have been studying all about Our City this term. We have ended the 
week by attending and contributing towards the Easter bonnet parade. 
 
Mozambique Class 
After the excitement of science week last week, our pupils have been focusing on the 
celebration of Easter. This has involved cooking, crafts and studying the story and tradition of 
Easter.  
In food technology, we have baked sausage rolls; in science, we have finished our unit on 
acids and alkalis; and in music, the pupils have worked hard on learning to play the Brahm's 
Lullaby on a xylophone. On Wednesday, three of our pupils went gardening at the Dutch Farm 
garden centre which all of them have enjoyed and had learnt some useful gardening skills. 
Have a lovely Easter and stay safe! 
 
Seychelles Class 
We have had a really enjoyable week in class Seychelles. We completed a few brief 
biographies in English and enjoyed learning about the Terracotta Warriors in History and 
Geography. This dovetailed well with important Liverpool landmarks, as the World Museum is 
having an exhibition on until October. We are hoping to go next term.  
In our Art topic this term we explored the work of Liverpool artist Steph Dekker who displays 
her work under the name Tula Moon. She takes famous Liverpool landmarks and creates 
colourful designs. Inspired by this idea, we attempted our own using templates of the 
Lambanana and St. John's Beacon. Running with this idea in our design technology lessons, 
we set about creating a St. John's Beacon model using cardboard and papier-mâché. We then 
painted it white before adding our own patterns and colours. We hope you'll agree the results 

are pretty spectacular 😊 

 

Botswana Class 
We took advantage of the fine, cool weather with a walk around Calderstones Park. We visited 
The Calderstones and read about their 4000 year history before walking around the walled 
gardens and viewing the mansion. Finally a quick go on fitness equipment saw a fun end to 
the afternoon. Once again - exemplary behaviour in the community.  
The class have also enjoyed creating various items for Easter including some fabulous cards. 

DEPARTMENTAL NEWS AND UPDATES 
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Key Stage 4 
Key Stage Leader: Miss Dallas 

 
It has been another short term but still very jam packed with lots of learning, exciting activities 
and opportunities.  Well done to all KS4 students who have really embraced this term's topic 
'Our City'.  I'd like to thank and congratulate Papua New Guinea class for their entrepreneurial 
skills and hard work for delivering the cafe each Thursday.  We would also like to welcome 
our new student into Papua New Guinea. 
A big thank you also goes to Miss Loughran for teaching us all an Irish jig.  The end result is 
fantastic and you can see it on our Facebook page or on Twitter. 
 
Have a fantastic Easter break and I look forward to seeing you all for term 5!  As they say, 
time flies when you're having fun! 
 
Australia Class 
This week class Australia had a fantastic visit to St Georges Hall.  It was brilliant to find out 
more about this historic building and the part it plays in our city's history.  We were fascinated 
by some grisly tales of past criminals in Liverpool and we even got to sit in the Judges chair 
in the court room! 
We have enjoyed taking part in a range of Easter activities this week, including making cards 
and Easter cakes. 
 
Samoa Class 
We loved our trip to St. George's Hall this week, we had a guided tour and learnt all about the 
court room, cells and interesting features. We even got to see where Fantastic Beasts was 
filmed, and Peaky Blinders - it was amazing! Thanks Miss Danielle for arranging it. We all 
loved the organ and are hoping to go and see the organist play in April. We have done lots of 
spring time arts and crafts this week, and even completed an Easter maths work booklet. We 
walked to Tesco to purchase ingredients to make Easter nests and we hope all the parents 
like the cards and cakes that we made. Well done to Tom W and George for their fantastic 
leadership and communication skills coordinating the cake making! We hope everyone has a 
lovely, restful break. 
 
Christmas Island Class 
This week Christmas Island has been very productive! We have completed the safeguarding 
display in the corridor so that all the upper school students have access to information to help 
keep them safe. We included lots of leaflets and posters!  
 
We have also been doing some Easter baking! We made chocolate rice crispy cakes with mini 
eggs! They are egg-celent!!!!  
The students have been doing practice papers in Maths and English this week in preparation 
for their GCSE's. They all did really well.  
 
We hope everybody has a lovely Easter break!  
 
Papua New Guinea Class 
News this week is that PNG enjoyed a full day trip paid for from the profits made from all their 
hard work in 'Cuppa New Guinea' We went to the Cinema to watch Black Panther and 

afterwards we went to McDonalds for lunch. 
 
 

DEPARTMENTAL NEWS AND UPDATES 
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Key Stage 5 
Key Stage Leader: Mr Davenport 

 
Fiji 
Fiji cooked up a storm on Monday with a delicious meal of sweet and sour chicken and boiled 
potatoes! Mmmmm delicious! We had lots of fantastic reviews and I'm sure we are getting 
closer to that Michelin star! 
 
We went to the gym earlier on this week as on Thursday we had planned a trip to Pizza Hut 
for our lunch! We planned the route, found what bus we need to get and the times that it 
arrives. We worked out how long the journey would take us and what we should do if we 
missed the bus we planned to take! Luckily though, we made it in time and caught our planned 
bus!  
 
Phil and Tom came in on Wednesday to help us think more about independent travelling. On 
Friday, some of us went to the cinema! A nice way to end the term. Have a lovely Easter 
holiday!!  
 
New Zealand Class 
This week New Zealand students have been busy finishing off coursework for their Asdan 
CoPE qualification. Students are now aware how to fully furnish a 1 bedroom flat for £1000! 
Parents beware, we may have awoken some Lawrence Llewlyn Bowens and you may come 
home to a full make-over of their bedrooms! 
 
The enterprise group has been busy cooking up some 'Soup-er' lunches for staff! This week 
was Butternut Squash and Chili soup. Students bought the ingredients, took orders and then 
made and served it to staff. Next term we are intending to move into the competitive world of 
sandwich artistry and will shortly present a menu of sandwiches for staff to order at lunchtime! 
 
The class have visited the gym this week and again have taken the chance to visit the Walker 
Art Gallery. Cultured! 
 
General Information 
 
Big thanks to Lisa Kirkham and Elish Crilly from Careers Connect who came in for 
our Parents Coffee morning on Thursday. A big thanks also to all parents who attended. 
 

Odd fact of the week 
 
The tallest chocolate Easter egg ever was made in Italy in 2011. At 10.39 metres in height and 
7,200 kg in weight, it was taller than a giraffe and heavier than an elephant! 

 

 

 

 

DEPARTMENTAL NEWS AND UPDATES 
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Early Years and Key Stage One 

Ireland Oscar and Maxi Castillo Sanchez 

Key Stage Two 

Peru Shasiah Griffiths 

Portugal  Joel Grainger  

USA  Scott Taylor 

Brazil Cemal 

France Immy Hussain 

Canada  Cameron Baker 

Spain  Jack  Woods  

Italy  Alfie Doran 

Key Stage Three 

Madagascar  Dominic Macklin 

Seychelles Kazie Cole 

Cape Verde Anthony Hammond  

Botswana  Kieran McGinn 

Mozambique Marcel Gawronski  

Malawi Charlie Lydiate  

Kenya  Lewis Okwu 

Key Stage Four 

Australia  Matthew Birnie.  

Papua New Guinea Lucas Howard 

Samoa Tom Whitehead 

Christmas Island Ben Bryning 

Key Stage Five 

New Zealand James Price  

Fiji Caitlin Brennan 

STUDENTS OF WEEK – WEEK 25 
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WEEK 25 IN PICTURES 
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Key Diary Dates for the remainder of the year can be found on our website, 

under the EVENTS tab: 

http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/ALS-Key-Diary-

Dates-2017-18.pdf 

 

Term dates 2017-18 can be found there, too: 

http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/ALS-Term-

Dates-2017-18.pdf 

 

And, if you are planning ahead, 2018-19 term dates are also available: 

http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/ALS-Term-

Dates-2018-19.pdf 

 

SPRING HOLIDAY: Monday, 26 March 2018 to Friday, 6 April 2018 

(Good Friday – 30 March 2018, Easter Monday – 2 April 2018) 

 

INSET DAY – Monday 9 April 2018 

 

TERM 5 

Week or Date Time Event 

9 April All day INSET day 

10 April 13:30-15:30 Assessment Hub: Bank View – Project Leaders 

10 April  9am Students return 

10 April  Our Heroes Launch Day Activity 

12 April 09:00-12:00 SALT Staff consultation clinics 

14 April  Liverpool Governors’ Conference (School 
Improvement) 

17 April 14:00-14:45 Student Council 

18 April  4:30pm Governing Body Meeting 

18 April 10-12 LIPA Drama Workshop KS4 

20 April  FAB! event (Jim Jam Jog) 

23 April  Primary Curriculum Enhancement EARTH Day (was 
Sunday 22nd) 

23 April  Shakespeare Day 

24 April All day Key Stage 4 – Den Building 

KEY DIARY DATES  

http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/ALS-Key-Diary-Dates-2017-18.pdf
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/ALS-Key-Diary-Dates-2017-18.pdf
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/ALS-Term-Dates-2017-18.pdf
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/ALS-Term-Dates-2017-18.pdf
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/ALS-Term-Dates-2018-19.pdf
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/ALS-Term-Dates-2018-19.pdf
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25 April Morning Educational Psychologist Staff Clinic 

1 May TBC Assessment Hub:  

7 May All day Bank Holiday 

8 May Morning Shakespeare Workshop 

9 May 09:00-12:30 CAMHS consultation clinics 

30 April  Our Heroes Trip KS2/KS2 M.O’N/O.T 

1 May  Our Heroes Trip KS2 L.R/N.B/R.J 

2 May  Our Heroes Trip KS2 E.S/L.C 

2 May 09:00-12:00 SALT Staff consultation clinics 

3 May  Our Heroes Trip KS2 L.W/G.M 

8 May  Key Stage 4 – Shakespeare Macbeth 

9 May 08:30-12:30 CAMHS consultation clinic 

15 May 09:00-12:00 SALT Staff consultation clinics 

17 May  Primary Curriculum Enhancement Day Our Heroes 
Expressive Arts Day 

17 May 14:00-14:45 Student Council 

17 May TBC Educational Psychologist Staff Clinic 

24 May TBC Educational Psychologist Parent/Carer workshop KS5 
students 

25 May 15:15pm Term 5 ends 

 

MAY HOLIDAY: Monday, 28 May 2018 – Friday, 1 June 2018 
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Abbot’s Lea School FAB! Team 

Jim Jam Jog! 

FRIDAY, APRIL 20 

Name:   Number of Laps Completed:  

Dear Potential Sponsor 

I am participating in the Abbot’s Lea School Jim Jam Jog! This is a sponsored fun jog around our 

school grounds in our PJ’s.  All proceeds will help fund our outdoor education facilities project. You 

can sponsor me for an amount per lap and can name a maximum amount that you are willing to 

contribute. After the Jim Jam Jog, I will return to tell you how many laps I completed and collect your 

contribution or if you would like to contribute in advance you can do that too!  

I plan to jog at least __________ lap’s for Abbot’s Lea School. 

Thank you! 

 
Name of Sponsor, Address and 
postcode 

Pledge per Lap 
(Example: £2 per 
lap) 

Maximum 
Pledge 

Amount 
Collected from 
Sponsor Gift Aid  Y/N 

1      

2      

3      

4      

5      

6      

7      

8      

9      

10      

11      

12      

13      

14      

15      

16      

17      

18      

Gift Aid:  

If I have ticked the box headed ‘Gift Aid? √’, I confirm that I am a UK Income or Capital Gains 

taxpayer. I have read this statement and want the charity or Community Amateur Sports Club (CASC) 

named above to reclaim tax on the donation detailed below, given on the date shown. I understand 

that if I pay less Income Tax / or Capital Gains tax in the current tax year than the amount of Gift Aid 

claimed on all of my donations it is my responsibility to pay any difference. I understand the charity 

will reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 that I have given. Remember: You must provide your full name, 

home address, postcode & ‘’ Gift Aid for the charity or CASC to claim tax back on your donation 

 Charity No: 1013645   
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 Abbot’s Lea School Jim Jam Jog!  

FRIDAY, APRIL 20 

Our Jim Jam Jog is a fun and fit activity for Key Stages 1 -5, with all children reaching for their 

personal best distance.  Students set realistic lap goals based on age and development. Drinks will be 

provided, and each student will receive a certificate of participation.  

Our goal is to help the FAB! fundraising committee raise money to fund our outdoor education 

facilities project.  To reach our goal, we hope that each participant finds 5 sponsors. 

Thank you very much for your participation! 

RULES 

1. Students may start collecting pledges as soon as they receive the pledge sheets. Reminder: Pledge 

sheets need to be returned to school on Thursday 19th April 2018. 

2. Pledges may be made by anyone. However, participants may not ask for pledges from any of the staff 

members of Abbot’s Lea School.  

3. Each sponsor making a pledge should write their own name, pledge per lap, and maximum pledge. 

Students may collect the pledge in advance but must keep pledges until all are collected. 

4. On Jim Jam Jog Day, each class will walk during a specified time period on our field. Each lap is 

approximately ½ a mile. Each participant will be issued a “lap tag,” 

5. Upon completion of the jog (or walk!), students will hand in their lap tags. A volunteer will record 

each student’s lap total on their pledge sheet and return it. Students may then collect outstanding 

pledges. Please return pledge sheets with monies collected  to Abbot’s Lea School by Friday, April 

20. 

6. Participants are encouraged to wear hats and sunscreen if it’s sunny (!!) or bring rain gear if it’s rainy. 

 

We look forward to all our participants having a great time! If you do have any questions, please 

contact Ms. Sharpe Lisa.sharpe@abbotsleaschool.co.uk or Mrs.Walker 

lisa.walker@abbotsleaschool.co.uk  

 

 

mailto:Lisa.sharpe@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
mailto:lisa.walker@abbotsleaschool.co.uk


 

  

Head’s Weekly Newsletter 

Mrs Ania Hildrey 

Headteacher 

headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

   


