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Dear Students, Families, Colleagues and Friends 
 
Welcome to today’s issue of the Head’s Weekly Newsletter – I hope you enjoy all the stories 
within it. 
 
I must start by apologising to you all for the need to close the school on Thursday, 26 April 
2018 and to thank you for your understanding and support. For me, it was a first closure due 
to the failure of utilities supply in my many years of headship and yet, I have learnt that our 
school has had similar emergency situations several time in recent history. 
 
The reason was the closure was lack of water supply – it started as a localised problem in the 
main school building and at that stage, we felt we could potentially manage by using facilities 
in The House and the KS4/5 building. Within minutes of that notification came another, 
confirming that whatever little water we still had at that point would run out within a couple of 
hours at most. A few moments later, the provider confirmed the problem was quite serious 
and that it would take hours to resolve, resulting in no water supply during the whole school 
day. Having 225 students and over 100 staff on site would be unmanageable without water 
and so we needed to close. 
 
I wish to thank Transport Teams for their patience, flexibility and service to the students – you 
have all waited patiently, with understanding and prioritising the students’ needs. Thank you 
– I know it caused many of you problems with your other commitments, including second jobs. 
We all appreciate your dedication. 
 
Thanks also to all the parents who very swiftly answered our calls and responded to the social 
media notifications, parentmail and text – we are so grateful for your speedy collection of your 
sons and daughters and for confirmation you are at home for them to be dropped off. I also 
extend thanks to all the “other” emergency contacts for lending their support when the “first 
and second” port of call was unavailable. 
 
This 9am emergency closure highlighted a few things which need improving – we have found 
ourselves calling phone numbers which were out of service or not getting hold of numerous 
emergency contacts for up to 3 hours…. As you can imagine, this was not a life or death 
situation, but we do need to work together to update our records now to make such stressful 
situations less turbulent. More on that next week. 
 
For now – let’s hope for no more drama on this Friday afternoon! 
 
With kind regards 
 
Mrs A. Hildrey 
Headteacher 

Issue 28, 27 April 2018 
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Ms Alison Twomey, Head of Care and Safeguarding 
E: alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

Last week I attended a training course on ‘Neglect: The Graded Care Profile 2’. This NSPCC 

designed course is so important that every member of the school’s safeguarding team will be 

completing this training within the next few weeks. The tool is designed to help practitioners 

spot when a child is at risk of neglect and get the right help to families earlier. 

 
Neglect is hardly a new area of safeguarding, so why is it important for the whole team to 

undertake this training? The answer, very sadly, is that in 60% of Serious Case Reviews 

(where a child has lost their life or been very significantly harmed), neglect has been a 

prominent feature. Neglect is also the most common reason for taking child protection action. 

 

Neglect happens when parents or carers can't or won't meet a child's needs. Sometimes this 

is because they don't have the skills or support needed, and sometimes it's due to other 

problems such as mental health issues, drug and alcohol problems or poverty. This means 

that, unlike some other areas of safeguarding, neglect isn’t always deliberate and is best 

tackled by providing the right support services to families at the start of their difficulties. 

 

Providing support to families and ‘working together’ is an issue I keep revisiting in my 

newsletter articles. Support from family, friends, neighbours, schools or the wider community 

can give parents the resources and emotional support they need to help keep their child safe. 

But sometimes parents don't have this support. This might be because they live in an isolated 

area or because they have language difficulties or cultural differences. Sometimes the 

services they need just aren’t available or they aren’t able to access them. This can put 

children at a higher risk of harm and research has found that there are clear links between 

social isolation and child abuse or neglect. 

 

Offering support to our families is at the heart of everything we do at Abbot’s Lea School. The 

school’s Family Adviser, Lisa Sharpe, is always on hand to provide assistance to parents and 

carers. If a problem cannot be resolved purely by the school, then it may be useful for an 

EHAT (Early Help Assessment Tool) to be opened. The EHAT will make it easier to see what 

difficulties there might be and what help is needed and which services might be able to offer 

support. An EHAT is only ever opened with the consent of the family and fully involved the 

views of the child and parents at every stage of support. 

 

If you have any issues you would like to discuss or are in need of support, then please contact 

Lisa Sharpe at the school. No problem is unsurmountable and solutions to seemingly complex 

issues can be found when everyone gets together with a common purpose.   
 

 

CARE AND SAFEGUARDING UPDATES 

mailto:alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Mr Andrew Cocklin, Head of Finance and Operations  

E: Andrew.cocklin@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

One of the aspects that I love about my role is meeting with other schools and companies with 
the aim of developing links to benefit the educational experience for all of our students.  
 
It’s great to have the opportunity to talk about all the amazing things that we do as a school, 
our fantastic students and our inspirational staff team. 
 
We had a really positive meeting this week with the Blue Coat School with regards to 
developing links around music.  
 
There are plans for our students to visit and undertake music lessons and also play a part in 
the restoration of the schools rare Father Willis organ which dates back to 1874.  
 
It's a really exciting opportunity for both schools and one that we look forward to taking forward 
and developing. 

 

Mrs Michelle Griffiths, Head of HR 

E: michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

Our HR and Payroll Officer and I have been in lovely Milton Keynes this week attending payroll 
training in preparation for going live with our own payroll in the summer, moving services from 
LCC.  
 
I am excited about our new system and the improved functionality it will bring us, especially 
for recruitment and training. 
 
I have also attended a networking event on mental resilience and workplace wellbeing and 
have picked up some valuable tips to bring back to the school. 
 
Hope everyone has a great weekend. 

 

SCHOOL BUSINESS SUPPORT DEPARTMENT 

mailto:Andrew.cocklin@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
mailto:michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Mr Scott-Scarth, Head of Primary Department 
E: dean.scott-scarth@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 
 

This week the students and staff have been very busy participating in several exciting events.  
 
Last week the Jim Jam Jog event welcomed parents into school to support students (and 
some staff) in completing as many laps of the school field as possible. This was achieved 
while sporting an exciting array of colourful pyjamas. 
 
Earlier this week the students enjoyed a Curriculum Enrichment Day, based upon our theme 
of Our Heroes. Students were identifying and exploring their emotions through a range of 
interactive activities.  
 
A cinema experience was set up (including Popcorn) to enable the students to watch Inside 
Out. This linked with the Our Heroes theme (Walt Disney) and gave students a wonderful 
visual and literal interpretation of the most common emotions. 
 
British Cycling visited the Primary Department this week. The British Cycling "Playground to 
Podium" scheme enabled our students to receive tuition from a representative of the British 
Cycling Talent Spotting Team. The students cycled and glided around the yard, supported by 
the staff and each other. Who knows, we may have the next Bradley Wiggins or Laura Trott 
at Abbot's Lea School?! 
 
Finally, our students and staff braved the inclement weather to prepare the ground for planting 
saplings on the school grounds in support of the Woodland Trust.  
 
Students demonstrated their confidence and resilience in exploring their environment, "getting 
stuck in", literally getting their hands dirty and battling through the rain. 
 
Have a great weekend! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRIMARY DEPARTMENT UPDATES 

mailto:dean.scott-scarth@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Mr McVerry, Head of Secondary Department 

E: anthony.mcverry@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

We have had so much going on this week and it is all down to the hard work of the staff across 
the department.  
 
First of all I want to thank Miss Wah and her class for the hard work in producing our very own 
Lambanna, showcasing our school uniform, it looks at home in our School Reception - please 
pop in and see the hard work that has gone into producing this brilliant piece of art. It has been 
kindly donated to us for a short period of time, so don't miss the opportunity to come and see 
it. 
 
Secondly, we had a brilliant day in Key Stage 4 this week, for their Den Making workshop.  
The students all had the opportunity to spend time in the great outdoors, even though the 
weather was not brilliant, although fitting as they had to make a shelter.  
 
Again this is something that is key to the successes of our students in the future, the fact that 
they got the opportunity to work in small teams to achieve a common goal is something that 
they will need in any situation after they leave Abbot's Lea.  
 
This was but a small part of the skill set needed; they also needed patience, communication, 
problem solving, ingenuity, and most of all, they had the opportunity to have fun and try 
something new.  
 
Our curriculum is so diverse that it now provides with the opportunity to develop these skills 
and skills that they will uses throughout their lives! 
 
We then had our whole school tree planting day, and first of all I want to thank USA and 
Canada classes in our Primary Department for their hard work in preparing the holes for the 
whole of their department, your help and hard work is greatly appreciated.  
 
Every student had the opportunity to plant a sapling on site, and please do look out for them 
on our field when you visit. The aim is to once again enhance our outdoor provision, but also 
provide the students with a sense of ownership. 
 
A quote from Paul Connor, one student in Key Stage 3, really sums up what the whole day 
was about: 
 
'Imagine…. in years to come, when future students of Abbot's Lea are looking at 
something we have planted'.  
 
It is all about how we can develop a sense of pride in the school and also provide the students 
with things that they can talk about in the future that sets them apart from others. A true 
legacy… 
 

SECONDARY DEPARTMENT UPDATES 

mailto:anthony.mcverry@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Thank you to all the staff and students who braved the Spring showers!!! 
 
Finally we had the Book Bus in on Thursday and thank you to Miss Sell for all of your hard 
work in organising this event. Sadly, due to the emergency closure, only a few students and 
staff managed to access it this week, but we are delighted to inform you that the Bus will return 
next Friday, 4 May 2018!!! 
 
Literacy and reading is something that we really promote at Abbot's Lea School and this 
opportunity will allow the students and their families, as well as staff to choose books and read 
them together. 
 
Reading is an essential life skill but enjoying reading is a skill for quality life. Watch this space! 
 
It is great to have so many things going on in the department and across the school and it is 
an exciting time to be part of our school. 
 
I also attended the Careers and Enterprise Companies SEND Meeting in town.  
 
It was great to meet up with individuals who also have a passion for employability, and the 
meeting re-affirmed that we are leading the way in my eyes, with what we are doing already 
and what we plan to do next year. 
 
What we now need is to keep up the momentum of positive change for our students. One 
example of this is a meeting I have in the coming weeks with Whiston Hospital about potential 
collaboration.  
 
Social Housing Company, Regenda is also on my list for more employability and Supported 
Internships solutions.  
 
Our commitment is to be the best and provide our students with the same and better 
opportunities than their peers. 
 
I hope you have a great and relaxing weekend. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

SECONDARY DEPARTMENT UPDATES 
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Sleep Solutions - Training for Parents 
Thursday, 21 June 2018 

10:00-13:00 
@Abbot’s Lea School 

 
 
 

 
 

FUN DAY – SUMMER FAIR 
Saturday, 30 June 2018 

12:00-15:00 
@Abbot’s Lea School 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

FAB! NOTICEBOARD 
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FAB! NOTICEBOARD 
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JIM JAM JOG! 

£2737.70  
collected so far 

in sponsorships! 

Please send any remaining sponsorship money into school. 
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RADIO CITY CASH FOR KIDS 

 

SUPER HERO DAY – FRIDAY 4 MAY 2018 

 

Come to school dressed as a Super Hero! 

All voluntary donations to Radio City-Cash for 

Kids 

 

 

 OUR FUNDRAISING 
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V  

Abbot’s Lea School            Everton in the Community 

Wednesday. 23 May 2018 

19:00 Kick Off 

@ Liverpool County FA Pitches 

Walton Hall Park 

L9 4XP 

Tickets are available from school and priced at 

£1 children, £3 for adults and £7 for families 

 

All money raised will be used to further develop the outdoor provision at Abbot’s Lea 

School. 

For more information please contact Mr McVerry or Mr Mason 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FUNDRAISING FOR US 

Abbot’s Lea School Charity 

Football Match 
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Early Years and Key Stage 1 

Key Stage Leader: Miss O’Neill 

This week started off with our 'Curriculum Enrichment Day' for Our Heroes topic. We had a 

special 'cinema morning' with popcorn included and we watched 'Inside Out' where we learnt 

more about our emotions and how they affect us. In the afternoon we made posters showing 

the Inside out characters and what they represent.  

We also went into super hero mode and designed our very own hero shield using our initials. 

It was a brilliant day! This week we have continued our fabulous swimming sessions. Everyone 

grew in confidence in the water and showed fantastic independence skills at getting ready for 

the pool. In geography we studied the landscape of 'Frozen' and 'Moana' and discussed what 

was the same and what was different, everyone took part and loved this activity especially the 

songs. Another action packed week has flown by! Have a great weekend. 

 
 

Key Stage 2 
Key Stage Leader: Mrs Lisa Walker 

 
A busy and brilliant week in Key Stage 2! We started the week with our 5th Curriculum 
Enrichment Day ... this term focussing on Our Emotions through the Disney Heroes in Inside 
Out. The students enjoyed a cinema morning watching the film and then completed various 
activities around recognising and managing their own emotions.  Many classes have also been 
examining Heroes in Science including Sir Isaac Newton!  Class Canada had lots of fun 
creating parachutes to test gravity! Year 6 have also enjoyed cycling with the British Cycling 
Go-Ride scheme and all classes have enjoyed Tree Planting from The Woodland Trust and 
the Book Bus organised by Key Stage 3 - thank you for inviting us!  Next week Ms. Murphy 
has organised a Live Music Now Concert on Monday which we are all looking forward to. 
Cycling continues for Year 6 on Wednesday and Friday is Radio City Cash for Kids 
Superheroes Day ... come dressed as a Super Hero to raise funds for this local charity! 
Swimming has now finished for all classes in Key Stage 2 for this academic year - well done 
everyone, you were brilliant! Mrs. Walker :)  
 
USA Class 
Class USA were amazing working together to agree strategies to manage strong emotions 
this week and loved making their own Inside Out Stress Balls. On Tuesday the students 
worked with the staff team and Mr. Scott Scarth to prepare the Primary area for the Woodland 
Trust Tree plant - in just 1 hour 100 plots were dug , all the trees identified and lots of fun 
had. By the time you read this we will also have been to golf on Friday afternoon at Lee Park 

Golf Club, thankyou again to all at the Club for accommodating us. Mrs. Walker 😊 

 

 LEGO 
 
Thank you very much for all of the Lego donations - you have been very generous and this is 
much appreciated. All of the donated Lego has been distributed between Key Stages 1 -5 and 
is being used for Lego Therapy!!!  Thank you so much! 
 
 
 

DEPARTMENTAL NEWS AND UPDATES 



  
 

Page 13 of 23 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Peru Class 
We have worked really hard this week in Peru class starting with a curriculum enrichment day 
learning about one of our favourite Disney films Inside Out! We watched the filmed and did 
some really great activities on recognising different emotions. We have also continued work 
on this terms theme by learning more the accomplishments and life of Walt Disney. Later one 
this week Peru class worked as a team to plant 9 new trees on the Abbots Lea grounds! We 
have also used role play to learn about the story of George and the Dragon for St. George's 

Day 😊 

 
Brazil Class 
We have been Heroes this week with so much happening, they've brilliantly coped with lots of 
exciting changes to our routine.. 
After a good weekend rest to recover from our great Jim Jam Jog we started our week with a 
fantastic Curriculum Enrichment day... 
We focused our learning on PSHE (Personal, Social and Health Education) and enjoyed 
cinema morning watching Disney's Inside Out film all about our emotions. We talked about 
our emotions; how they make us feel and shared strategies to help us cope with them. We 
made emotion fortune tellers and played an emotion board game which was great for team 
building and understanding that we all have the same emotions and need help to manage 
them. Great work Brazil class! 
 
On Tuesday we had a special delivery thanks to Mrs Townsend (Joshua's mum- THANK 

YOU 💐!). We now have 10 caterpillars in class which we have to care for and observe as they 

grow and change before our eyes into Monarch Butterflies. We had great fun inspecting them 
with our magnifying glasses and look forward to watching them develop. 
 
We took part in the Woodland Trust tree planting day on Wednesday despite the changeable 
weather. We all got to plant a tree to help Abbot's Lea School become a Forest School. How 
exciting to be part of that! Another exciting event took place on Wednesday when we took part 
in a great scheme to get primary pupils cycling more for exercise and fun. We had great fun 
and everyone tried their best. We are looking forward to next week's lesson. 
 
We are sad that our time with Ms Marshall our teaching student is coming to an end. She has 
taught us many things and we are finishing off our theme park maps by designing routes and 
giving instructions to our friends. We are also using the laptops to type up our great stories 
now all the hard work planning then is over. 
Wow what a week Class Brazil! 
 
Canada Class 
Canada class have had another fantastic week. We have continued our work on Myths and 
Legends with Robin Hood. We studied the story, retold it and spotted the features of a legend 
in the story. In Maths we have continued our work on data handling with bar charts and in 
Science we studied the Scientific Hero, Isaac Newton.  
We learnt about how he discovered gravity and made some fantastic Disney themed 
parachutes to demonstrate this. We loved watching video clips of astronauts in space! In 
Geography we have been looking at the landscape and climate of the polar regions based on 
Disney's Frozen. It is so different to the African grasslands which we learnt about last 
week!  On Wednesday morning we went out to plant our own saplings. We are so excited to 
watch them grow! Have a lovely weekend everyone!  
 
 
 
 

DEPARTMENTAL NEWS AND UPDATES 
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Spain Class 

The children have had another fantastic week and have thoroughly enjoyed learning about 

Walt Disney. This week, the children have focused their attentions on the film, "Inside Out." 

We have worked hard to identify different emotions that we experience on a daily basis and 

finds ways in which to deal with them. Everyone had lots of excellent ideas of ways to channel 

their anger, fears and frustrations so that they experienced the positive emotions of happiness 

and joy as a result.  

 
Throughout the week, the children have participated in lots of sensory based activities and 
have benefited greatly from the interventions. We have all continued our learning of colours 
in French through finding vocabulary at the end of a sensory circuit. We have also continued 
our learning of time and have identified analogue clock times to five minute intervals. 
 
On Wednesday, the children thoroughly enjoyed planting their saplings on the school field. 
We are all very much looking forward to watching our trees grow whilst we develop and learn at 
Abbots Lea School. 
 
Italy Class 
On Monday class Italy took part in our Primary Curriculum Enrichment Day. We watched 
Disney's Inside Out movie in the morning and created a cinema atmosphere with popcorn. In 
the afternoon we completed some work on our emotions and feelings. We found out what 
emotions are and how we show them. We looked at video clips of different emotions and 
completed role play activities around this.  During our work time we made faces of different 
emotions and talked about times when we have felt different emotions.  
On Tuesday we completed our news activity from the weekend and listened to the story of 
Beauty and the Beast in English. We talked about fiction books and found out what fantasy is. 
We all took turns to answer questions about the story using I see ....., Where is the story set 
?, What are the main characters ? and Tell me what happened in the beginning, middle and 
end ?.  
In the afternoon we completed our Science lesson keeping in with our topic Scientists and 
Inventors. We found out who George Motterhead is and how he created Chester Zoo. We 
watched video clips of Chester Zoo's first advert and looked at how it has changed in modern 
day and what their adverts look like now.  
On Wednesday morning we helped plant some trees in development for our forest school. In 
the afternoon we took the school minibus on a visit to the park for PHSE. We continued with 
our phonics sounds on Thursday and joined in with our money maths shop. In the afternoon 
we continued with our theme 'Our Heroes' and found out about the life of Walt Disney. 
Well Done to our Pupil of the Week Khaya Masilela. Congratulations! 
 
France Class 
This week France class have had a very exciting week! We have been doing lots of different 
sensory activities. We have started doing sensory circuit in the morning which we are all 
enjoying and it wakes us all up ready for English and Maths. We have also planted a tree each 
which will become part of our forest school. France class also went on the book bus to take a 
look around and buy some books. On Monday we had our curriculum enrichment day, we 
watched Inside Out and then completed activities around our emotions and how we can help 
manage them. This week has been action packed and we have all enjoyed the different 
activities. Well done France class, have a nice relaxing weekend... you all deserve it!  
 

 

DEPARTMENTAL NEWS AND UPDATES 
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Key Stage 3 

Key Stage Leader: Mr Mason 

 
Another great week observed in Key Stage 3 this week. Class Seychelles have finished their 
swimming sessions with all students having a great time whilst learning new and consolidating 
previously learnt skills! Madagascar, Cape Verde, Malawi and Botswana will be starting their 
sessions next week, and all students are looking forward to it! We have also began plans this 
week for our scouse edit of the Shakespeare classic play Macbeth, more information will follow 
regarding the premiere shortly in which we hope to invite all parents along to. Finally, we had 
a visit from the book bus on Thursday, although the visit was cut short due to issues within the 
area resulting in insufficient water within School. We hope to arrange for them to come back 
in to school soon, again more information will follow regarding that shortly. All staff in KS3 wish 
all our students and their families a fantastic weekend!  
 
Madagascar Class 
Another productive week in class Madagascar this week. We have really tested our problem 
solving skills in our Maths lessons as we were introduced to basic Algebra and the students 
have all done really well! In our English lessons we have been looking at different variations 
of the Shakespeare classic play Macbeth and within our Science lessons we have been 
learning how to keep our teeth healthy and learning about different types of teeth and their 
functions. The students have also all planted their own tree saplings within the school 
grounds!  
 
Kenya Class 
This week in English, Kenya have been learning about William Shakespeare and reading his 
play Macbeth. We have enjoyed learning new words and finding out what they mean! 
Elsewhere, we have continued designing our video game covers in DT and researching the 
Victorians in History. Another good week! 
 
Malawi Class 
This week has been full of fun activities happening in class and on the school grounds 

generally. Malawi class had great fun getting involved in the charity Jim Jam Jog and almost 

all of the children took an active part – not only was this for a great cause but it promoted good 

health and fitness. Well done Malawi! In English this week we have collapsed the curriculum. 

We will look at the original story, then re-created the story of the Three Little Pigs, putting our 

own twist on it. This provided us with a great opportunity to enjoy a little role-play too. In Maths 

this week, we will conclude our work with negative numbers and fractions of a number, all the 

children have made good progress here.  

Mozambique Class 
This week's news from Mozambique has been proudly written by two very enthusiastic pupils 
from our class (Jack Evans and Saeed Ahmed): This week in Mozambique we have been 
learning about William Shakespeare and some of his works in English, like A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream. We are currently learning about one of his works called Macbeth. 
In Maths, some pupils have been learning how to multiply and divide by 0.1, 0.01 and 0.001 
and others were learning how to multiply by 10, 100 and 1000. 

In Science we have been learning about light, and which light sources are man-made or 
natural. We learnt the importance of light, for example, without it, we cannot see a thing. 

In our Wednesday afternoon lesson we were planting trees in the school fields, along with 
every other class, such as Cape Verde (Ms. Stokes’ Class). 

DEPARTMENTAL NEWS AND UPDATES 
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Cape Verde Class 
We have been continuing to learn their times tables in Maths this week. In languages we have 
also been challenged with decoding short phrases using sign language. As part of 'our heroes' 
topic, we have been looking at Malala Yousafzai in R.E and had some great discussions 
around the impact she has had. In English, we have begun to look at Shakespeare and have 
focused on Macbeth. We have created our own 'spell poems' and also created a comic strip 
of Macbeth. On Wednesday afternoon, we got the opportunity to plant some new trees in the 
school's woodland area, we are looking forward to seeing them grow. Finally, in P.E, we have 
been continuing with athletics and have been taking part in relay races, practicing our discus 
and shot-put throwing skills! 
 
Botswana Class 
We have a busy week. Science was fun, investigating shadows with torches at the ready and 
a darkened room. The class were adept at 'Guess the Shadow' practical game activity in class. 
A brief respite from the damp weather on Tuesday morning gave Botswana and Mozambique 
the chance to take PE outside at last. We played 'Non-stop' cricket on the field. Great fun and 
developing a lot of skills.  
Wednesday saw the class devour a mountain of fruit between them creating fruit salads. For 
those that say kids today won't eat fruit we beg to differ!  
Unfortunately the water supply interrupted our retelling of our own version of the Three Little 
Pigs in English. Not surprisingly the pupils coped well with being sent home early! 

 
Key Stage 4 

Key Stage Leader: Miss Dallas 

Australia Class 
We had our last 'unlocking potential' session this week.  The students have really enjoyed 
setting their own goals and SMART targets.  In addition to reflecting on our own strengths and 
areas to develop, the focus has been very much on team work this week.  We had a fantastic 
key stage den building session where we got to practice lots of practical skills, as well as our 
communication skills.  Our team work was excellent!  We have taken part in a great project 
through The Woodland Trust and have each planted a tree in our lovely grounds. Not only a 
great and worthwhile thing to do, the activity will also count towards our horticulture 
qualification.  

 

Samoa Class 
Our hero of the week this week has been Martin Luther King. We have completed so many 
activities relating to his life and have thoroughly enjoyed them. We have 
completed comprehension questions, performed our own play, produced our own fact files 
and a timeline of key life events, and even wrote our own 'I have a dream' speech! The 
students have all engaged so well with this topic. We had a visit from a den making company 
on Tuesday and battled the pouring rain to build amazing dens. Big well done to Liam and his 
team for outstanding leadership and communication skills. The dens were amazing! We 
worked in groups and planted our own trees from the woodland trust on the school field on 
Wednesday. We walked to Tesco to purchase ingredients for food tech and made some tasty 
scones. We worked hard in maths to apply our knowledge of accurate measuring to word 
problems. Huge well done to Alexander and Huw for their excellent retention of all the details 
about Martin Luther King's life this week! 
 
 
 
 

DEPARTMENTAL NEWS AND UPDATES 
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Papua New Guinea Class 
News from PNG this week is that we really enjoyed the den making session and we are making 
rockets in science today. 
 
 
Christmas Island Class 

We have been very busy this week! The students have taken part in Den Building. They were 

in small groups and had to work as a team each suggesting ideas using various materials to 

construct their own den, they added flags as well! On Wednesday the students had travel 

training. They went out to experience using public- crossings, risk assessing their 

surroundings and preparing themselves for independent travel. The students are still working 

very hard preparing for their GCSEs, they have been doing lots of practice papers. We are all 

very proud of them! :)  

 

Key Stage 5 
Key Stage Leader: Mr Davenport 

 
Fiji 
Fiji Chefs made a delightful minestrone soup this week! It was soup-er!! Our chef of the week 
has to be Caitlin Brennan! She cooked the whole meal independently, followed instructions 
precisely and used all the correct chopping techniques! Well done Caitlin!!  
On Tuesday we went to visit the Maritime Museum in the Albert Dock to look at our history. 
We found out about the submarines during WW2 and Joe (our class historian) explained to us 
all how the periscopes worked! Phil and Tom (our independent travel trainers) took Fiji out to 
practise road safety and what we have to remember when crossing roads. The whole class 
stayed focussed and thought about how to stay safe while they were out and about.  
Our Lamabana has been completed and it's on display in the reception. Well done Fiji! Another 
brilliant week!  
 
New Zealand Class 
This week we have restarted our 6th Form lunch time enterprise. This term we are selling 
Baked Potatoes to the staff. Our students took orders, made the toppings and served them to 
the staff. We are looking forward to continuing this next week! 
We have visited the gym this week and examined the importance of personal hygiene 
products. We have started early morning exercise and mindfulness sessions when the 
students first arrive in the school. We have carried out maths assessments and students have 
been working on fraction problems.  
 
We are continuing to plan the Leavers party, which has a 'beach party' them this year. 
 
Odd Fact of the week 
When the 2009 Disney film "The Princess and the Frog" came out, 50 children were 
hospitalised with salmonella from kissing frogs. 
 
Wise words 
“To be is to do”—Socrates. 
“To do is to be”—Jean-Paul Sartre. 
“Do be do be do”—Frank Sinatra. 
 
"In the end, it's not the years in your life that count. It's the life in your years." Abraham Lincoln 
 

DEPARTMENTAL NEWS AND UPDATES 
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Early Years and Key Stage One 

Ireland Ben Hayes 

Key Stage Two 

Peru Maddie Drost 

Portugal JayJay Harrison Green 

USA Maks Rutkowski 

Brazil Harry Sorensen 

France Marcus Karran 

Canada  Brandon Channel 

Spain  John Archer 

Italy Khaya Masilela 

Key Stage Three 

Madagascar Ismail Sarjo 

Seychelles Ciaran Phoenix 

Cape Verde Charlie Newman 

Botswana  Kieran McGinn  

Mozambique Tyler Sherwood 

Malawi Louis Murphy 

Kenya Hamza Al-Zuhairi 

Key Stage Four 

Australia  Megan Hall 

Papua New Guinea Lucas Howard 

Samoa George Murphy 

Christmas Island Iftihar Alam 

Key Stage Five 

New Zealand  Chantelle Nicklin Harvey 

Fiji Caitlin Brennan 

STUDENTS OF WEEK – WEEK 28 
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WEEK 28 IN PICTURES 
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     Key Diary Dates for the remainder of the year can be found on our website, under 

the EVENTS tab. 

Term dates 2017-18 can be found there, too: 

http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/ALS-Term-Dates-2017-

18.pdf 

And, if you are planning ahead, 2018-19 term dates are also available: 

http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/ALS-Term-Dates-2018-

19.pdf 

TERM 5 

30 April  Live Music Now Concert KS1,2,3,4 and 5 

1 May  Assessment Hub: 

2 May 09:00-12:00 SALT Staff consultation clinics 

2 May   British Cycling Go-Ride Initiative for all Year 6 Students 

3 May All Day School closed due to Local Elections 

4 May  Radio City Cash for Kids Superheroes Day 

4 May All day The Book Bus 

7 May All day Bank Holiday 

8 May Morning Shakespeare Workshop 

8 May All day KS2 Terracotta Warriors Trip 

8 May  Key Stage 4 – Shakespeare Macbeth 

10 May 13:30-14:30 KS1 Parents – Toy Story Show and Tell 

11 May 10:15-11:15 KS1 Parents – Toy Story Show and Tell 

15 May 09:00-12:00 SALT Staff consultation clinics 

15 May All day KS2 Terracotta Warriors Trip 

17 May 14:00-14:45 Student Council 

17 May TBC Educational Psychologist Staff Clinic 

23 May 09:00-12:30 CAMHS consultation clinics 

24 May TBC Educational Psychologist Parent/Carer workshop KS5 

students 

24 May 14:00-15:00 KS3 Shakespeare McBeth Student Movie Premiere  

25 May  Term 5 Our Heroes Primary Curriculum Coffee Morning 

and Exhibition 

25 May 3:15pm Term 5 ends 

MAY HOLIDAY: Monday, 28 May 2018 – Friday, 1 June 2018 

  

KEY DIARY DATES  

http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/ALS-Term-Dates-2017-18.pdf
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/ALS-Term-Dates-2017-18.pdf
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/ALS-Term-Dates-2018-19.pdf
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/ALS-Term-Dates-2018-19.pdf
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