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Dear Students, Families, Colleagues and Friends 
 
 
Welcome to this week’s issue of our Head’s Weekly Newsletter – can you believe it is May 
already?! 
 
I am sure you will enjoy reading all about the key events: past and future and seeing so many 
of the wonderful pictures of our students. There is a lot of really inspiring teaching and joyful 
learning we see here every day and I am sure you agree with me that a weekly dose of the 
photos brings lots of happiness to us all. 
 
Whilst the younger students are blissfully playful in their learning, the most senior ones 
approach the examination period. For all, there is an understandable level of pressure and 
worry and whilst some cope with it really impressively, we continue to support others for whom 
such examination-related stress would prove unhealthy and, as such, unhelpful. 
 
I have also worked very closely with Mr McVerry on ensuring that the support is in place for 
all of our students who approach the completion of their education at Abbot’s Lea School – 
we are here to help, advise and coach any Year 11s and Key Stage Five students who are 
moving on to pastures new this summer. 
 
For us, this month is one for forward planning – whether budgetary plans, staffing changes or 
review of the curriculum to ensure we meet the needs of all students – existing and new - next 
year keeps us all on our toes. 
 
I love my job and I absolutely love the fact that we are all much clearer on the translation of 
the school’s vision to reality:  
 
Our Philosophy of Education: ASD Model © is really taking shape and there are some real 
tangible positive developments we have put in place over the past 8 months regarding relevant 
curriculum design, therapies provision and support for employability. 
 
Deeds, not words – thank you for your trust, support and amazing contributions to our journey 
towards becoming the best specialist school in the world! 
 
Enjoy your weekend – the sun is shining! 
 
With kind regards 
 
Mrs A. Hildrey 
Headteacher 
 

Issue 29, 4 May 2018 
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As you will be aware, Abbot’s Lea School, like many other schools, has always closed 
when being used as a Polling Station.  
 
Previous years’ protocols were absolutely correct. The school had no “safe space” for 
elections as every building was used for either teaching and learning or provision of 
school meals. 
 
When I arrived at the school, I certainly followed the risk assessment used by the 
school’s previous Headteacher and also resorted to closing the school. This applied 
to last year’s sudden General Election and yesterday’s Local Election. 
 
As a Headteacher, I firmly believe that every day of learning counts and so I am 
determined to make sure that I never close the school unnecessarily. 
 
This year we had a chance to test the new use of our school site, with The House 
being used predominantly for the “business” side of the school’s operation. 
 
By creating this space as a zone for external meetings, training, as well as offices and 
staff working and break spaces, we have created a space which can easily be used 
for external visitors – voters – to take part in elections. 
 
The only aspect we needed to test was the impact of the 07:00-22:00 election window 
and the two high pressure points of 9am and 3pm transport on site. 
 
I am pleased to inform you that I am satisfied that, with the current capacity of The 
House to accommodate “strangers” on site and our observations that, at any one time, 
all visitors’ cars could be accommodated in the Visitors’ Car Park without too much 
impact on the other car traffic on site, we will be able to keep the school open next 
time we have Local Elections. 
 
We will indeed close the school again during the next General Election (not due for a 
few years now, we hope) to test if the set up for the much busier election event is 
equally adequate.  
 
If our analysis leads us to be confident that that too is manageable, we will never again 
have to close the school during electorate activity. 
 
I trust you agree this is a very good, positive and sensible way forward to ensure we 
minimise the negative impact on the students’ education. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LOCAL ELECTIONS – SCHOOL CLOSURE 
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THERAPIES@ALS 

CAMHS 

Marie-Anne McKee 

Mark Austin 

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

We are very fortunate to have two 

practitioners from Liverpool Fresh 

CAMHS allocated to the school. Marie-

Anne McKee (Senior Practitioner 

Liverpool Specialist CAMHS) and 

Mark Austin (Specialist Practitioner 

Liverpool Fresh CAMHS) are in school 

once a month to hold ‘staff 

consultation clinics’ and, where 

appropriate, meet with parents and 

carers to discuss mental health needs. 

Marie-Anne and Mark provide staff 

with support and guidance to 

recognise, and respond to, the 

emotional and mental health needs of 

our students. They advise where a 

formal referral to CAMHS is 

appropriate and where the need  

should be met by staff in school. 

Marie-Anne and Mark have also 

delivered specialist training on 

resilience and mindfulness to all class 

based staff. They work in close 

partnership with Alison Twomey, Head 

of Care and Safeguarding, who is the 

named Mental Health Lead for the 

school. 

  

Educational Psychology 

Dr Victoria Tyrer-Davies 

 

 

Victoria has over ten years of experience 

working as an Educational Psychologist in Local 

Authority.  

Victoria is now the Company Director of Flying 

Colours Educational Service, an independent 

service provider. 

Victoria has many years of experience in working 

with individuals with Autism Spectrum 

Conditions, their families and schools. She has 

worked as part of a Neurodevelopmental 

Assessment Team, with staff in specialist 

provisions, has delivered many parent 

programmes and has supported the delivery of 

outreach services to school.  

Victoria has a degree in Psychology (BSc Hons), 

a Doctorate in Educational Psychology 

(D.Ed.Psy), a Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) in 

Cognitive and Biological Psychology, a Post 

Graduate Certificate in Education (PGCE) and 

teaching experience. She is a Chartered 

Psychologist (CPsychol), an Associate Fellow of 

the British Psychological Society (AFBPsS), a 

member of the Association of Educational 

Psychologists (AEP) and is registered with the 

Health and Care Professionals Council (HCPC). 

Victoria has been commissioned to provide 

educational psychology assessments, and 

observations, staff consultation clinics and 

parent workshops. 
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THERAPIES@ALS 

Occupational Therapy 

Ms Clare Ewart 

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

Clare has 20 years of experience working 

with children and young adults with autistic 

spectrum condition (ASC) previously 

working as a support worker in a care 

establishment in the Isle of Man that 

provided respite care.   

Clare qualified as an Occupational 

Therapist in 2008 and has been employed 

as a Children's Occupational Therapist 

within Liverpool City Council for the past 9 

years.  

Clare's role in the Children's Occupational 

Therapy team has focussed on children and 

young adults with fine and gross motor 

coordination difficulties and in the last four 

years Clare has specialised in the area of 

Ayres Sensory Integration and is now a 

level 4 trained Advanced Sensory 

Integration Practitioner .  

Clare will be working in Abbot’s Lea 1 day a 

week for the remainder of this academic 

year and two days a week from September.  

She will be providing a mixture of services 

including specialist assessments, school 

and home observations, staff training, staff 

consultations and family workshops.  

Clare is also helping to design our therapy 

rooms which will house specialist 

equipment to be used during assessments 

and sensory sessions for the students. 

Speech and Language 

Therapy 

Ms Christine Taylor 

 

Christine is dually qualified as both a Teacher 

and as a Speech and Language Therapist. 

Christine has worked in Liverpool for over 25 

years as a Speech and Language Therapist in 

a number of roles. She is currently employed 

by Alder Hey Hospital Trust and works under                 

a long-standing service level agreement with 

Liverpool City Council. 

Christine has a particular interest in severe and 

specific speech and language needs. Her 

current role involves placement of children with 

severe speech, language and communication 

needs in the Local Authority’s specialist 

Language Resource Bases. In addition, she is 

commissioned by various settings and 

consortia to deliver whole setting training, 

speech and language screenings and bespoke 

speech and language work. This involves close 

collaborative work with senior leadership teams 

and staff to change practise in schools, 

nurseries and settings, so that they are able to 

meet their pupil’s speech and language needs 

more effectively. 

At Abbot’s Lea, Christine is providing                       

a consultative ‘clinic’ for staff to attend twice                    

a month to seek advice around children’s 

speech and language needs. She will help staff 

to implement any specific speech and language 

targets recommended and she will give 

guidance to staff regarding referrals to The 

Speech and Language Therapy Department. 
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Ms Alison Twomey, Head of Care and Safeguarding 

E: alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

This week I came across a website called Family Lives (www.familylives.org.uk) and was so 

impressed by the content that I wish to share it with you now. 

 

I discovered this organisation by following a link from the NSPCC website (another fantastic 

resource for parents and professionals alike) and was immediately impressed by the amount 

of resources and information contained on their site. If you are looking for information, advice 

or guidance on parenting from pregnancy to adulthood you will probably find it here.  

 

I have taken the following information directly from their website: 

 

‘Family Lives is a charity with over three decades of experience helping parents to deal with 

the changes that are a constant part of family life. We know that many people play active roles 

in raising children, from dads and mums, grandparents, stepparents and non-resident parents. 

Our role is to support all of you to achieve the best relationship possible with the children that 

you care about, as well as supporting parenting professionals. We believe that happy children 

come from happy families and currently support families to improve the outcomes for over 1 

million children each year.’ 

 

One of the most impressive features I found on their website was a selection of parenting 

advice videos which can be accessed via their YouTube channel. Please visit 

www.youtube.com/user/parentchannelvideos/featured to see the full selection of videos. 

 

Parentchannel.tv is a free video service designed to support and encourage parents and 

carers of children from ages 0-19, with a collection of over 200 videos addressing day-to-day 

questions and concerns spanning wellbeing, behaviour and learning.  Parentchannel.tv videos 

are divided into three categories - Learning, Wellbeing, and Behaviour. You will find playlists 

for each of these categories separated into the relevant age groups of 0-5, 5-9, 9-14, and 14-

19. For example, if you're looking for a video on helping your six-year-old with homework, start 

with learning 5-9 or, if you're wondering how to encourage your teenager to exercise more, go 

to Wellbeing 14-19. Once the first video starts playing, click on 'PLAYLIST' in the top left corner 

to see the other videos in that list. 

 

Family Lives also provide a huge amount of other resources including online parenting 

courses, a confidential helpline and advice on issues such as bullying, SEN and online safety. 

I will certainly be spending some time going through their website in more detail and I heartily 

recommend that our families take a peek too. 

 

Wishing you all a fantastic bank holiday weekend (fingers crossed for warm and sunny 

weather!) 

CARE AND SAFEGUARDING UPDATES 

mailto:alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
http://www.familylives.org.uk/
http://www.youtube.com/user/parentchannelvideos/featured
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpGvO-Wj0EcEZpM5luobs1g
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpGvO-Wj0EcEZpM5luobs1g
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Mr Andrew Cocklin, Head of Finance and Operations  

E: Andrew.cocklin@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

It was great to take part in the first training session of the Abbot's Lea football team ahead of 
the big match on the 23rd May against Everton In The Community. A fantastic opportunity for 
staff, parents and family members to come together with the goal of raising funds for the school 
outdoor play resources. 

Everyone seemed very committed and enthusiastic and hopefully we can come together and 
do Abbot's Lea proud on the 23rd. 

 

Mrs Michelle Griffiths, Head of HR 

E: michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

This week saw our first staff Zumba class which has been arranged as part of our wellbeing 
programme for staff. Congratulations to the brave souls who participated with our very 
energetic trainer Kamila. I am only slightly achy 2 days later! Next Thursday will see the start 
of our after school yoga sessions for those who prefer a calmer approach to wellbeing. 
  
I hope everyone has a lovely extended weekend and enjoys the sun we are forecast. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCHOOL BUSINESS SUPPORT DEPARTMENT 

mailto:Andrew.cocklin@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
mailto:michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk


  
 

Page 7 of 23 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Mr Scott-Scarth, Head of Primary Department 
E: dean.scott-scarth@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 
 

With the advent of the sunshine we are busy preparing to enjoy the Summer term in school. 
Students have been enjoying outdoor spaces this week (weather permitting), some students 
stopping me on the corridor to discuss their vision for the school yard and spaces beyond. The 
most common request was for a set of swings. 
 
The students of Ireland Class have regaled me with tales of superheroes, telling me about 
their superpowers and making Superhero Stick Puppets (Published on Twitter 
@AbbotsLeaSchool) 
 
Live Music Now came to Abbot's Lea School this week. The students and staff of the Primary 
Department were treated to a live performance from Bird & Family Bryan. This live music act 
demonstrated their excellence on Flute, Bass Guitar and Saxophone with outstanding Vocals. 
(Although I am not sure they were better than our drummers at Friday Assembly!) 
 
The British Cycling activity was rained off on Wednesday. We will all be praying for sunshine 
and the warm Summer weather in the weeks to come so that our cycling group can continue 
on their road to Olympic glory in 2024. 
 
Have a wonderful weekend, have a great Bank Holiday Monday and enjoy the sunny Summer 
weather that has been forecast. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRIMARY DEPARTMENT UPDATES 

mailto:dean.scott-scarth@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Mr McVerry, Head of Secondary Department 

E: anthony.mcverry@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 
This week we have been busy preparing for our English speaking and listening exams in year 
11.  
 
It was great to go in and moderate with the class team and to think about some of the topics 
that the students had prepared. I am pleased to report that they had clearly done their research 
and when challenged with questions after their presentation, the students remained calm and 
were able to answer the questions in a knowledgeable and concise way. 
 
I want to thank Mr. Wray and his class team: Ms O'Callaghan and Miss Adair for their hard 
work this year in preparing the students for their accredited learning. The impact that they 
have made as a class team has been amazing to see and I am confident that they have doen 
all that could be done to prepare the students for the next stage in their learning, whether this 
be in Abbot's Lea, a local college or on a supported internship. Fantastic team work! 
 
Whilst it was not ideal to have two days of closure this term – last Thursday’s water issue and 
yesterday’s Local Elections – we have all worked hard to make that we intensify our efforts 
during the days we have with the students. 
 
In fact, whilst students did not attend school yesterday, all staff did. We used the day for 
curriculum development.  
 
We were very productive in reviewing and planning next year’s curriculum. It was great to see 
people really engaged with designing something with meaning and something that will allow 
the students to flourish in the future.  
 
I joined a number of groups as they planned and it was brilliant for all of us to share the vision 
for our school and also for staff to share their ideas for the future.  
 
The curriculum is so important and it is something that should be and will be shaped to meet 
the needs of our individual students within each Key Stage. It is imperative to always consider 
the end in mind; what do we want our students to have achieved when they decide to leave 
us at the end of Key Stage 4 or 5. 
 
By now you will know that I am a big believer in employability and providing our students with 
the same chances and opportunities as their peers.   
 
This week I held a tour of the AMEY site for the potential candidates for the Supported 
Internship Job Coach position,  along-side this I met with the key driver inside AMEY and 
discussed the endorsement of qualification by the company. 

SECONDARY DEPARTMENT UPDATES 

mailto:anthony.mcverry@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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I will have the opportunity to pitch my ideas to the Human Resource managers within the next 
couple of weeks and this is something I am really looking forward to.  
 
I am also in the process of writing the school’s Career Strategy, something that we legally 
have to have in place from September 2018.  
 
This piece of work is exciting and linked to the development of the curriculum, it is something 
that I am keen to develop and if any parents or families have any businesses that they would 
like to get involved in the school employability programme, please let me know. 
 
We also welcomed back the Book Bus and thank you to Miss Sell for once again co-ordinating 
this and for getting them back on site, it is as mentioned an amazing initiative and something 
that we as a school are keen to push. We also received the offer of a free library pack that 
myself and Miss Sell are working on and will keep you updated. 
 
Next week I am meeting with Lana Orr, who is the Member of Parliament with particular focus 
on developing Skills and Employment, the aim of this meeting is to share what we are already 
doing and how much we have improved our employability curriculum and also to see how far 
we can go and how we can further improve this offer for the students of Abbot's Lea School.  
 
Alongside this, I am also visiting Whiston Hospital to discuss the opportunities for our students 
to visit the microbiology laboratories within the hospital and think about jobs within the STEM 
industry. 
 
Can I finally remind you about the Charity Football Match that is taking place on Wednesday 
23 May 2018, I understand that this is a late kick off, everything has been donated to us free 
of charge from training sessions at Greenbank Sports Academy and Wavertree Lifestyles, to 
the pitch at Walton Hall Park.  

 
Please do come and watch the team which is made up of staff and parents and is a 

great initiative. 
 
I will also be sending out a letter to run a competition, this is for two of our students to be 
mascots on the evening, with free entry for their family on the night.  
 
One mascot will walk out with the Abbot's Lea team and one with the Everton team.  
 
This will be a free competition and all you need to do is return the slip to school and the winners 
will be drawn in my assembly next week. 
 
 
Have a brilliant weekend and enjoy your Bank Holiday! 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

SECONDARY DEPARTMENT UPDATES 
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Sleep Solutions - Training for Parents 
Thursday, 21 June 2018 

10:00-13:00 
@Abbot’s Lea School 

 
 

 
 

FUN DAY – SUMMER FAIR 
Saturday, 30 June 2018 

12:00-15:00 
@Abbot’s Lea School 

See next page for poster! 

 
 

 

 

 

  

FAB! NOTICEBOARD 
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V  

Abbot’s Lea School            Everton in the Community 

Wednesday. 23 May 2018 

19:00 Kick Off 

@ Liverpool County FA Pitches 

Walton Hall Park 

L9 4XP 

Tickets are available from school and priced at 

£1 children, £3 for adults and £7 for families 

 

All money raised will be used to further develop the outdoor provision at Abbot’s Lea 

School. 

For more information please contact Mr McVerry or Mr Mason 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FUNDRAISING FOR US 

Abbot’s Lea School Charity 

Football Match 
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Early Years and Key Stage 1 

Key Stage Leader: Miss O’Neill 

This week we have been reading hero stories such as 'Supertato' and 'Beauty and the Beast.' 
We had fun designing Mr and Mrs Potato heads and making our own Supertatos! We have 
been enjoying our morning sensory circuits, phonics and fine motor sessions as well. This 
week we started learning about the history of toys and what material toys are made from. We 
took turns to talk about our favourite toy in school and at home. Everyone has been practicing 
their handwriting and making their names as neat as they can. We have been learning addition 
and subtraction signs and having a go at adding 1 and taking 1 away. Everyone has tried their 
best this week and we are looking forward to having the parents in next week for Show and 
Tell. 
 

Key Stage 2 
Key Stage Leader: Mrs Lisa Walker 

 
A fabulous start to the week on Monday thank you very much to Ms. Murphy for co-ordinating 
a fantastic Music Workshop from Live Music Now and Bird and Family! Amazing musical 
responses from our students as they played in time with percussion instruments and sang 
along to Our Heroes Moana songs! This week we are starting our trips to the World Museum 
with many students visiting the Terracotta Warriors! Keep up to date with Twitter for our 
highlights! Mrs. Walker :)  
 
USA 
Class USA have this week have been extended their use of punctuation through the narrative 
The Sword in The Stone. We have been investigating local hero Kitty Wilkinson with HLTA 
Miss Hughes and have also begun to investigate Leonard Da Vinci! Golf continues PE and 
the boys have are now competing with each other in small skills sets - well done!!! Mrs. Walker 
:) 
 
Spain Class 
The students in Spain class have had another excellent week and have enjoyed continuing 
their learning journey about Our Heroes. The students have enjoyed learning about Robin 
Hood and worked hard to answer comprehension questions in full sentences! We have worked 
extremely hard this year to include capital letters, finger spaces and full stops appropriately in 
our writing and it is rewarding to see that all students are starting to apply their learning on a 
regular basis. 
 
The mathematics, the students have been honing their skills and understanding with regard 
to reading the time. This week, we have focused on reading analogue clocks in five minute 
intervals. As a class team, we have been mightily impressed with the students understanding 
of five minutes, ten minutes, fifteen minutes past and until the hour. The students have 
benefited from making times on the interactive white board and practicing drawing hands on 
blank clock faces.  
 
Furthermore, the students have been working hard in P.E. and have been improving their 
speed, agility and quickness in preparation for athletics (when the summer finally arrives). 
They have also enjoyed designing their own Super Heroes in preparation for our Super Hero 
Day on Friday! We have all been eagerly anticipating the return of the book bus which has 
been a pleasure for a class of enthusiastic readers 
 
Well done, Spain class. 

KEY STAGE NEWS AND UPDATES 
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France class 
We have had a great week this week! We have finally finished writing our own Disney stories 
which the class team had a great time reading. In Maths we have been learning to count in 5 
and 10 by doing lots of sensory activities. On Monday we also got to go in to the Hall and listen 
to live performances. On Tuesday we went to a café and we got to have a snack and a drink 
and have a chat to our friends. Enjoy your long weekend and we'll look forward to seeing you 
Tuesday when we get to go and see the Terracotta Warriors.  
 
Italy class 
We had a fantastic start to the week. We had a visit from the music group Bird. Bird is a group 
of young musicians who came into school to share their expertise and love of music with the 
department. All the pupils fully engaged and joined in playing a musical instrument each. Bird 
embraced our theme this term 'Our Heroes' and sang a song from a popular Disney film. The 
class really enjoyed moving to the tune. In Science we found out about another inventor, his 
name was Chester Greenwood and he designed ear muffs. We found out how his grandma 
helped make him a pair when he was a young child. As a class we completed a sorting activity, 
grouping clothing we would wear if the weather was cold and clothing we would wear if the 
weather was hot.  When we sorted the clothing into groups we had to walk over a sensory 
circuit pretending to feel hot and cold, it was great fun. On Tuesday we incorporated Art and 
Music together. We listened to music from Fantasia and made our own musical instruments. 
In the afternoon we had our PE lesson. We carried on with our topic athletics. We revisited 
travelling at different speeds and adding changing direction to our body movements. At the 
end we played a game called catch the teacher! On Wednesday we found out about the 
Legend of Robin Hood. We read a story about who Robin Hood is and why his story is so 
famous. We looked at pictures of the oak tree in Sherwood Forest and found out that Robin 
used this as his hideout with his Merry Men. In the afternoon we talked about Walt Disney and 
what he is famous for. We looked at some of the characters he has created and discussed 
our favourite films. Cars and Big Hero 6 seem to be very popular with the boys from class. 
Well done to Andrew Mills our Pupil of the Week. He has been helping lots in class this week 
and has been a lovely friend to another pupil. Keep up the good work Andrew! 
 
Canada Class 
We have had a lovely week and are so happy to have our lovely student teacher, Miss Scott, 
back with us! We have been interpreting different types of charts and graphs in maths this 
week and are currently attempting our own research questions. In literacy we have been 
concentrating on punctuation by playing lots of peg games. In food technology we made the 
most delicious pizzas. We practiced our chopping and grating skills and will soon be giving 
Jamie Oliver a run for his money! In science we have been learning about Alexander Graham 
Bell who invented the telephone. We had so much fun experimenting with sound waves and 
vibrations with the paper cup telephones! Have a lovely weekend everyone.  
 
Portugal Class 
It has been a lovely week in Class Portugal. We have been learning how to count in twos - 
which involved a sock hunt! We had to match the pairs and count them. We have also 
continued our topic of Our Heroes, finishing our writing about Walt Disney's life. We look 
forward to another week ahead! 
 
Brazil Class 
We have had a great week starting on Monday with a fantastic music concert by the band 
Bird. We joined in with percussion instruments, sing-along to some favourites and even a 
dance. What a lovely start to the week. 
We have been investigating heroes in science and this week we found out about Florence 
Nightingale. After learning about her life we had fun conducting an experiment to see how far 

KEY STAGE NEWS AND UPDATES 
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a sneeze can travel (4m!!!) and ways to stop those germs from spreading.  Very yucky but a 
real lesson in how to keep ourselves and others healthy. Florence would be very impressed! 
We used the sensory stepping stones in maths to give and follow directions with our friends 
and rescue some poor teddies. We are all getting more confident with left and right and 
clockwise and anti-clockwise. We used the sensory equipment again in PE to travel all around 
the gym, pushing ourselves to improve our strength and agility. Well done Class Brazil! 
We are excited for Super Hero Day especially as it fits so well with our Heroes theme- you are 
all stars Class Brazil. 
 

Key Stage 3 

Key Stage Leader: Mr Mason 

We have had a fun filled time in KS3 this week with 2 new classes enjoying their first sessions 
of swimming and doing fantastically well! There has also been lots of preparation toward our 
own interpretation of the Shakespeare classic Macbeth! A wonderful amount of props and 
costumes have been created and we are due to start our rehearsals next week. All the children 
are very much looking forward to it and are excited to invite parents to see it in a couple of 
weeks. All staff in KS3 wish all the child and their families a great weekend and bank holiday 
Monday! 
 
Madagascar 
The children in Madagascar enjoyed their first swimming sessions this week and all had a 
great time. They have also been working hard in lessons, specifically improving with their 
algebraic skills in Maths and perfecting their knowledge of the Shakespeare classic Macbeth 
within their English lessons. 
 
Cape Verde Class 
We have started swimming lessons this week, already lots of children have made lots of 
progress! All of the children have been really well behaved, well done Cape Verde! The 
afternoons this week have been dedicated to making props for the upcoming KS3 
performance.  We have also continued to look at sign language in 'languages' and in R.E this 
week, we have looked at the beliefs of The Dalai Lama 

 

Botswana Class 
I have to mention Botswana and Malawi had to cope with a mix-up in their swimming times. 
An unfortunate administrative error meant a large primary school where already in the water. 
Upset? Yes, but the staff were very proud of the pupils dealing with their disappointment. The 
swimming sessions will go ahead later this month.  
Botswana are having to say goodbye to a member of staff - Sarah Gilbert. She has secured a 
full-time role elsewhere. In her short time with Botswana she has made a big impression with 
the students with her care and compassion. Students and staff give our thanks and wish her 
well. (Chance for a few farewell cakes on Friday!) 
 
Kenya 
This week Kenya have continued looking at William Shakespeare by reading 'A midsummer's 
night dream'. In Science we have looked at animal life cycles and investigated the different 
creation stories in R.E. Another good week! 
 

  

KEY STAGE NEWS AND UPDATES 
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Key Stage 4 

Key Stage Leader: Miss Dallas 

 

This week we have been busy studying Macbeth in preparation for our workshop next week. 

We also attended a brilliant live music concert where our students had the opportunity to take 

part. We have been practicing our team work and communication skills with the help of Callum 

Parry from New Zealand class. He was an excellent games show host and it was great to see 

the students working so well as a team. 

Christmas Island Class 
This week the students have taken their functional skills listening and speaking exam. They 
all presented their Power Point presentations very well and the class team is very proud of 
them!  
 
We are still working towards GCSE exams that are coming up in May/June and continuing 
with travel training. Enjoy your weekend everyone!  
 
Papua New Guinea Class 
Pupils researched some of the policies of UK political parties and then we held a mock 
election, Labour won! 

 

Samoa Class 
Our hero for the next two weeks is William Shakespeare in preparation for our Shakespeare 
workshop next Tuesday. The boys have all impressed us with naming different plays they 
have studied throughout their time at school. We have learnt facts about his life, answered 
comprehension questions and learnt about the Globe Theatre. We even used our own 
Elizabethan insults which was great fun! We began studying Romeo and Juliet and gaining an 
understanding of the plot. In Maths, we have furthered our knowledge of perimeter and area. 
 
We have been contacted by the Active Community Enterprise Company, supporting adults 
with learning disabilities in a work environment to attend their matinee in Woolton on Friday 
morning. We have used this opportunity to showcase all of the life skills work we have 
completed since September. We have used google maps to plan and print a walking route 
from Abbot's Lea to the cinema, budgeted for snacks for the cinema, and worked out the time 
we will have to leave in order to arrive in time. We have completed a quiz on road safety 
awareness and acted very independently and maturely, displaying excellent communication 
skills and responsibility whilst out in the community. 

 

  

KEY STAGE NEWS AND UPDATES 
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Key Stage 5 
Key Stage Leader: Mr Davenport 

 
Fiji Class 
Fiji Chefs skills are amazing!!! They created Special Fried Rice on Monday morning, with the 
majority of chefs making it independently or with very little help at all! A special well done to 
Sophie and Joe who not only showed off their excellent cooking skills, but they used their 
excellent cleaning skills to help make the kitchens spotless! 
  
On Tuesday, Fiji went on a long walk to Hunts Cross where they all used their road safety 
knowledge to help them to cross the roads independently. They used different types of 
crossing and stayed focused on staying safe!  
 
On Wednesday, Phil and Tom (our Independent Travel Trainers) came in and did some more 
work with us. We also had an egg-speriment where each member of Fiji had to look after their 
own egg! We only had one minor crack that was easily bandaged up but all the rest stayed 
intact!  Egg-cellent work Fiji! 
 
New Zealand Class 
This week our students have again ran our lunchtime enterprise, selling jacket potatoes to the 
staff. It was a massive success and we got loads of great feedback!  
 
The entire class went to the gym on Tuesday using the bus. We planned the route in advance 
and used a road map to guide us. We made sure we used correct pedestrian crossings and 
travelled in a safe manner. On Wednesday we looked at safety in the home and how to avoid 
hazards, such as overloading plug sockets. 
 
We have used an Ordnance Survey map to plan the route from school to Woolton cinema. 
Today we have used this map to walk to the cinema to watch 'Jumanji: Welcome to the jungle', 
kindly organised via the ACE group who provide free screenings for people with disabilities. 
 

Odd Fact of the week 
 
In 1993, San Francisco held a referendum over whether a police 
officer called Bob Geary was allowed to patrol while carrying a 
ventriloquist's dummy called Brendan O'Smarty. He was. 

 

 
Wise words of the week 

 
“When one door closes, another opens; but we often look so long 
and so regretfully upon the closed door that we do not see the one 
that has opened for us.” 
– Alexander Graham Bell 

 
Maths puzzle 

 
3 - 3 x 3 + 3 = ? 

 
Answer 

-9 

KEY STAGE NEWS AND UPDATES 



  
 

Page 18 of 23 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

              

Early Years and Key Stage One 

Ireland Imogen Johannessen 

Key Stage Two 

Peru Royal Mensah 

Portugal Joel Grainger 

USA Harley Simon 

Brazil Tunji Jones 

France Nathanael Dudek  

Canada Jack Byrne 

Spain Jacob Bennett 

Italy Andrew Mills 

Key Stage Three 

Madagascar Kellsie Davies 

Seychelles Joshua Brough 

Cape Verde Thomas Linton  

Botswana Spencer Sanderson 

Mozambique Charlie Jackson 

Malawi Mya Summerskill 

Kenya Callum German 

Key Stage Four 

Australia Joseph Kyffin 

Papua New Guinea  James McCann  

Samoa Alex Firth 

Christmas Island Dylan Jones 

Key Stage Five 

New Zealand Brian Tidmarsh 

Fiji Sophie King 

STUDENTS OF WEEK – WEEK 29 
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WEEK 29 IN PICTURES 
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Key Diary Dates for the remainder of the year can be found on our website, under the 

EVENTS tab. 

Term dates 2017-18 can be found there, too: 

http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/ALS-Term-Dates-2017-

18.pdf 

And, if you are planning ahead, 2018-19 term dates are also available: 

http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/ALS-Term-Dates-2018-

19.pdf 

TERM 5 

7 May All day Bank Holiday 

8 May Morning Shakespeare Workshop 

8 May All day KS2 Terracotta Warriors Trip 

8 May  Key Stage 4 – Shakespeare Macbeth 

10 May 13:30-14:30 KS1 Parents – Toy Story Show and Tell 

11 May 10:15-11:15 KS1 Parents – Toy Story Show and Tell 

15 May 09:00-12:00 SALT Staff consultation clinics 

15 May All day KS2 Terracotta Warriors Trip 

17 May 14:00-14:45 Student Council 

17 May TBC Educational Psychologist Staff Clinic 

23 May 09:00-12:30 CAMHS consultation clinics 

24 May TBC Educational Psychologist Parent/Carer workshop KS5 

students 

24 May 14:00-15:00 KS3 Shakespeare McBeth Student Movie Premiere  

25 May  Term 5 Our Heroes Primary Curriculum Coffee Morning 

and Exhibition 

25 May 3:15pm Term 5 ends 

 

MAY HOLIDAY: Monday, 28 May 2018 – Friday, 1 June 2018 

  

KEY DIARY DATES  

http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/ALS-Term-Dates-2017-18.pdf
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/ALS-Term-Dates-2017-18.pdf
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/ALS-Term-Dates-2018-19.pdf
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/ALS-Term-Dates-2018-19.pdf


 

  

Head’s Weekly Newsletter 

Mrs Ania Hildrey 

Headteacher 

headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

   


