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Dear Students, Families, Colleagues and Friends 
 
Welcome to the first newsletter of Term 6! 
 
I hope you all had a restful break last week and that it will provide sufficient energy to endure 
the joys and challenges of the 35 learning days afforded by this last bit of the journey. 
 
We had a really positive week with a number of successes, notably: 

- In Primary, the students enjoyed the visit to the John Lennon Airport, online safety and 
ongoing bicycle-riding lessons. 

- In Secondary, the students embraced the learning and examination in a calm and 
collected way, with exemplary attitudes to their schooling. 

 
Congratulations to all and thanks to the staff for making it possible, enjoyable and, no doubt – 
highly successful. 
 
The Governors met yesterday for a self-evaluation review session and, whilst re-affirming the 
Governing Body’s full commitment to our vision and aspirations for the school’s development 
identified areas we wish to focus on improving further. 
 
In the first week of July, I will be sending out Parents/Carers’ Surveys home and I would be 
very grateful if you could return them to the school as swiftly as possible so that the views of 
families contribute to the final School Development Plan 2018-21 presented to the GB on 11 
July. Your voice is invaluable! 
 
At yesterday’s meeting, the Governing Body accepted an early resignation from our Chair of 
Governors, Clare Atherton, who due to her new job’s requirements can no longer commit the 
time required to fulfil the role. Clare will remain as a Parent Governor on the Governing Body. 
I want to personally thank her, on behalf of the school community for her service as a Chair 
this year. Additionally – congratulations on the new job and best wishes for it. 
 
As of today, Mr Robert Lowe, Co-opted Governor, but also a parent of one of our students in 
Key Stage Two, is our Acting Chair of Governors. Rob will carry on in that role until the 
Business Meeting of the GB on 11 July when the annual elections and appointments are 
confirmed. I am sure you will join me in thanking him for his time and wishing him every 
success in the role. 
 
Have a very pleasant (and hopefully not spoilt by hayfever!) weekend! 
 
With kindest wishes 
 
Mrs A Hildrey 
Headteacher 

Issue 33, 8 June 2018 
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Ms Alison Twomey, Head of Care and Safeguarding 

E: alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

This week I have been made aware of a couple of incidents where students have fallen out 
over social media. Class teams have been on hand to discuss these problems with the 
students and help them resolve any resulting conflict and hurt feelings. 
 
When I worked in a mainstream school, I dealt with such issues every single day (sometimes 
multiple times a day). It became a hugely time consuming and, ultimately, losing battle to keep 
these problems out of the school community. I have been very reassured that our students 
seem to have found the world of social media easier to safely navigate. 
 
That said, there are still occasions where students can find themselves making comments 
online which can lead to fall-outs. It is so much easier to post an unkind comment when the 
person it targets is not standing in front of you. Most teenagers use some form of social media 
and have a profile on a social networking site. Many visit these sites every day. There are 
plenty of good things about social media — but also many risks. Young people don't always 
make good choices when they post something to a site, and this can lead to problems. Without 
meaning to, young people can sometimes share more information about themselves than they 
mean to which puts them at risk. Cyberbullying is another huge risk associated with using 
social media in an irresponsible way. Sending a mean-spirited text, even as a joke, can be 
very hurtful to someone else and even taken as a threat. 
 
Social media is a vital aspect of teenagers’ and children’s social and creative lives. They use 
social media to have fun, make and maintain friendships, share interests, explore identities 
and develop relationships with family. It’s an extension of their offline and face-to-face 
interactions. 
 
Social media can connect children and teenagers to online global communities based on 
shared interests. These might be support networks – for example, for young people with 
disability or medical conditions. Or they might be sites for commenting on and sharing content 
about particular interests like games, TV series, music or hobbies. 
 
I want our students to live healthy digital lives. There is no point in trying to ban the use of 
social media because of the risks. Rather, we must seek to educate students about how to 
stay safe online and make the most of the positive opportunities social media offers. This 
responsibility falls to both school and families and online safety messages must be regularly 
reinforced.  
 
There are two important rules I want our students to remember: Firstly, ‘think before you act’ 
can prevent messages being sent in anger which are regretted at a later time. Secondly, ‘only 
post messages if they are kind’ will prevent cyberbullying and causing another person distress.  
 
It’s much harder to go wrong if you try to follow this advice.     

CARE AND SAFEGUARDING UPDATES 

mailto:alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Mr Andrew Cocklin, Head of Finance and Operations  

E: Andrew.cocklin@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

This year has gone so quickly and I can’t believe we are at the start of the last term. So much 
work has taken place over this year but we are continuing to plan further works going forward 
as we look to improve the overall condition of the school site. As always we welcome any 
suggestions as to how we can improve things so if you do have any ideas please let us know. 
 

 

Mrs Michelle Griffiths, Head of HR 

E: michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

This week has been an exciting week continuing our preparation for bringing payroll in house 
and shortlisting for our new positions. We have a lot of good applicants with great experience 
for our school and I look forward to starting interviews next week! 
 
Have a lovely weekend. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SCHOOL BUSINESS SUPPORT DEPARTMENT 

mailto:Andrew.cocklin@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
mailto:michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Mr Scott-Scarth, Head of Primary Department 
E: dean.scott-scarth@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 
Welcome back to Term Six of the school year. 
 
This week has been a very busy time for the students of the Primary Department. The Digital 
Eagles of Barclays Bank swooped in this week to deliver Online Safety sessions to the 
students of the Primary Department. The students loved learning how to stay safe online. 
 
Staying with the theme of the sky, the students of the Primary Department visited John Lennon 
Airport - Above Us Only Sky. Students talked about employability and different jobs in the 
airport as well as touring the facilities, meeting the staff and spotting all of the planes coming 
in to land and flying off to exotic locations. 
This was also an excellent opportunity to expose our students to the busy life of a large airport. 
 
Finally, the students have begun the Daily Mile, embedding daily physical activity into the 
school’s approach to Health & Wellbeing. 
 
We are encouraging our young people to: improve their focus, concentration, and behaviour 
in class and use physical exercise to improve their attainment. 
 

 

 

PRIMARY DEPARTMENT UPDATES 

mailto:dean.scott-scarth@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
https://lpff.org.uk/frontend/pdf/CoppermileEvaluationReport.pdf
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Mr Anthony McVerry, Head of Secondary Department 

E: anthony.mcverry@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 
A very busy first week back in the secondary department, but I want to start with a bit of an 
update on our Supported Internships. Over half term I had the opportunity to pitch the idea to 
the Business Transformation team within Regenda, in the room were the people who make 
the business change and think forward. It was great to have the opportunity to discuss the 
ideas with the team, who want to take the idea forward and look at further projects within the 
Liverpool City Region. I would also like to congratulate Pam Sumner on her appointment as 
the Supported Intern Coach down at amey from September, it is great to have her on board 
and to finally begin to fit the final pieces of the puzzle into place. Next week I am holding some 
training sessions within amey for their staff to raise further awareness of autism and spread 
the positive messages even further into the organisation. 
 
I am also in the process of arranging a meeting with Deputy Mayor, Gary Millar to discuss how 
we can work with the council and him individually on projects to promote employ ability in the 
Liverpool area. I will keep you update on this. 
 
This week within the department we have embraced the theme of our Great Outdoors, Key 
Stage 3 have had Bikeability sessions which were held on the field, this is a great initiative to 
get young people learning to ride and introduce them to a skill that they may or may not chose 
to use in the future, but the weather was brilliant and all of the students seemed to enjoy the 
activities on offer. The Key Stage 3 football team also represented the school this week, 
something that they do time and time again in a positive way. 
 
This week our year 11's have been completing their external assessment through sitting their 
GCSE examination, our final one took place today and all of the students have taken it in their 
stride and have coped really well with the pressure. Well done to every single one of you. A 
massive thank you to all of the staff involved also. 
 
Next week we see class Fiji bringing a Tee-Pee onto site to construct as part of their ASDAN 
qualification, Key Stage 3 continue their bikability project, and a visit takes place to Woolton 
Cinema. 
 
We are also in the process of finalising our school sports day, Miss. Loughran will be taking a 
lead on this and letters will go home shortly. 
 
Have a great weekend. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SECONDARY DEPARTMENT UPDATES 

mailto:anthony.mcverry@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Sleep Solutions - Training for Parents 
Thursday, 21 June 2018 

10:00-13:00 
@Abbot’s Lea School 

 
 

Occupational Therapist Parent Workshop 
Tuesday 5 and 26 June 2018 

Registration 09:15 session start 09:30-12:30 
Venue: Conference Room 

 @Abbot’s Lea School 
 

 

 

 

 

 

OWN CLOTHES DAY FOR STUDENTS 

 

 

Friday, 29 June 2018 in return for home-made and shop bought Cakes 

for Fun Day! 

 

@Abbot’s Lea School

 

FAB! NOTICEBOARD FAB! NOTICEBOARD 



  
 

Page 7 of 25 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

  



  
 

Page 8 of 25 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Sickness “48 hour rule” 

From time to time children are sick (vomit) either at home or at school. Unfortunately it is not 
possible to distinguish between the causes, and therefore it is essential that the same rule of 
exclusion applies in all cases of vomiting or Diarrhoea. 

In the Health Protection Agency document, “Guidelines for the Control of Infection and 
Communicable Disease in School and Early Years Settings”, the guidance is: 

Diarrhoea and Vomiting exclusion 

Diarrhoea and/or vomiting commonly affects children and staff and can be caused by                             
a number of different germs, including viruses, parasites and bacteria. Infections can be easily 
spread from person to person (by unwashed hands), especially in children.  

In general, it is recommended that any staff member or child with diarrhoea and/or vomiting 
symptoms must stay away or be excluded from the school or early years setting until they 
have been free of symptoms for 48 hours (the ‘48 hour rule’) and feel well.  

Personal hygiene whilst ill must be very strict. 

If your child is sick at school, we will ask you or your emergency contact to take your 
child home.  

They should not return for 48 hours.  

We appreciate that this is inconvenient in many cases, and you may not believe your 
child is ill, but you will appreciate that we do this in all cases and it should reduce the 
risk of infection for all children in school.   

As an example, if your child is sick at lunchtime on a Tuesday, they should not return 
to school until after lunch on Thursday, provided there have not been any further 
episodes of vomiting. 

Thank you for your understanding with this.   

Further guidance on infection control may be found on the Public Health England Website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HEALTH SUPPORT NOTIFICATION 

http://www.publichealth.hscni.net/sites/default/files/Guidance_on_infection_control_in%20schools_poster.pdf
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-44291492 
  
It was reported in the news last week that 60% more 
children are ‘severely obese’ year 6 than in their first 
year at primary school.  

 
The above link is to the article on the BBC News website which details the extent of 
the problem.  Food For Thought are working with local experts in this issue, such 
as doctors, nutritionists and university lecturers to develop a strategy for Food For 
Thought schools to address this collectively. 
 
After a number of meetings and detailed discussions the opinion of the group was 
that having a healthy school lunch is a step in the right direction to reduce the 
amount of sugary, processed foods children are eating. 
  
Food For Thought, with our partner supplier Hannah Foodservice, are offering 
‘Health and Wellbeing Grants’.   
 
Schools can apply for a grant from FFT to fund initiatives to increase school meal 
uptake, and work towards reducing the risk children run of becoming obese during 
their school career.  
 
For details of these grants and how to apply for them please do not hesitate to 
contact Mr Andrew Cocklin, Head of Finance and Operations directly. 
 

  

Mr Andrew Cocklin, Head of Finance and Operations  

E: Andrew.cocklin@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

T: 0151 428 1161 

 

 

HEALTH SUPPORT NOTIFICATION 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-44291492
mailto:Andrew.cocklin@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Early Years and Key Stage 1 

Key Stage Leader: Miss O’Neill 

This has been a lovely and sunny first week back in our new term. We have been learning all 
about plants and what they need to grow. We have planted our own sunflowers in our specially 
designed pots and have started a diary to monitor their growth. We have been watering them 
every day. We have started our new maths topic, space, shape and measure and enjoyed 
cutting food and playdoh into halves and quarters. We have also used our lovely new Numicon 
to help us visualise halving numbers. We are very excited for the activities we will do this term 
and can't wait to learn more about plants! Have a wonderful weekend. 
 

Key Stage 2 
Key Stage Leader: Mrs Lisa Walker 

 
Key Stage 2 have had an amazing week involved in many many activities!! Huge thank you to 
Mr. Orme from Barclays Digital Eagles in Wavertree who has been delivering computing 
lessons to some of our classes - the children are now amazing at logarithms and algorithms, 
they are even teaching us!! We have also continued with the fantastic Go -Ride cycling 
scheme sponsored by HSBC for our Year 6 students and some of our classes visited Liverpool 
Airport organised by Mrs. Orme.... wow!!! A brilliant start to our new Our Great Outdoors 
theme!!! Mrs. Walker  
 
USA 
The amazing USA boys have been focussed on Global Research looking into the human and 
physical features of some of the countries that have qualified for The World Cup using the 
internet and books! We have also begun to investigate the country of Russia in contrast to the 
UK and in Music the boys are developing their own football anthem song! A huge personal 
well done from me to Nathaniel, Max, Mann, Harley and Patrice who have all now ridden a 
two wheeled bicycle independently and to the rest of the class who are using gears and brakes 
correctly..... I am super proud of you! Mrs. Walker :)  

 
Brazil 
Brazil Class have started back to the new term so well. The fantastic weather has meant that 
our new theme Our Great Outdoors has allowed us to get out into the grounds and further 
afield to explore and broaden our learning. 
We started growing runner beans, sunflower seeds and cress. We know what seeds need to 
grow well and have seen our beans developing roots. The sunflowers are enjoying the extra 
warmth of the greenhouse to get them growing. 
We went out into the school grounds on a flower hunt looking to find some common 
local flowers and see how many we could name. We are so lucky to have such fantastic 
grounds to explore. 
We went further on Wednesday to John Lennon Airport along with the rest of KS2 for a visit 
behind the scenes of a busy airport. We were lucky to see a couple of planes take off and the 
staff were fantastic. We had our passports stamped to show our journey. 
We have been researching different types of holidays online from exotic locations to amazing 
places in UK. We will show our presentations next week to each other. 
We have been lucky to have another cycling lesson and this week Rhys succeeded to 
cycle alone for the first time- what an amazing achievement. A great life skill... Well done Rhys! 
We have designed and made a Super Sandwich in class; cutting, smelling and tasting different 
ingredients. Again a great life skill you may want your child to practice at home! 
We are looking forward to more great learning opportunities next week including our first Judo 
lesson! Watch this space. 

KEY STAGE NEWS AND UPDATES 



  
 

Page 11 of 25 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Canada 
What a fabulous first week back for Canada class! We took part in the Barclay's Digital 
Eagles workshop during which we learned about coding software. We designed our own 
algorithms on the internet which then played our light designs on the micro-bit! In Science we 
have started our topic of states of matter. We have done such a good job of organising objects 
into the three categories. In PSHE we have been learning about the different types of bullying. 
We can all spot the different types and know what to do if we see it happening. We were lucky 
enough to have a fantastic trip to Liverpool John Lennon Airport to see what goes on behind 
the scenes. We had a guided tour around the building and saw the x-ray machines at work, 
the chick in desks and even went down the secret crew’s passage and saw the pilots hard at 
work planning their flights! We have been learning all about division this week in maths and 
we definitely have some math-magicians in our class! Have a lovely weekend everyone.  
 
Italy 
Welcome back to the pupils from class Italy. It was lovely to hear all your wonderful news from 
the half term holidays. Thank you for the lovely photographs. On Monday in Maths the pupils 
have started the topic measurement. We started by ordering events in time like the days of 
week and using vocabulary like tomorrow and yesterday. We continued this by finding out 
about months of the year and our four seasons. In Science our new topic for this half term is 
plants. On Monday afternoon we started by planting a bean and we talked about the 
equipment needed to do this and followed a group of instructions too. We are going to keep a 
bean diary to monitor the growth over the next six weeks. In English this week we talked about 
our new topic 'Our Great Outdoors'. We read the book We're Going on a Bear Hunt. We 
discussed all the different outside spaces described in this book. During PE the bear had left 
Italy class a letter encouraging them to come outside onto the field and find some hidden 
bears. Italy class went on their own bear hunt and it was great! On Wednesday we visited 
Liverpool John Lennon Airport. The class thoroughly enjoyed looking at the arrivals, 
departures and the check in desk. We were extremely lucky to watch a plane landing and 
taking off whilst we were there. On Thursday we continued with our phonics letters and sounds 
and played a money maths shop game. In the afternoon we did Geography and looked at 
climates in different countries. Well done to our Pupil of the Week Andrew Mills.! 
 
Portugal 
We've had a lovely first week back in Class Portugal, we've started the theme of 'Our Great 
Outdoors' and we've planted our own seeds and will observe their growth over the next few 
weeks. We have also made some pictures of flowers to link in with this theme. 
 
We also enjoyed a trip to Liverpool John Lennon Airport - this was enjoyed by all the children 
and it was interesting to learn how the airport and staff work to ensure passengers have safe 
flights. Some of the children decided they would like to go on holiday too! 
 
We look forward to continuing with our new theme next week! 
 
France 
France class have had a very exciting start to the term! On Tuesday we had a computing 
lesson with the Digital Eagles from Barclays, we found it very exciting and learnt a lot about 
coding. On Wednesday we had a trip to Liverpool John Lennon Airport, we saw lots of the 
different sections in the airport and even managed to see a plane taking off! On Thursday we 
were sent a special package containing caterpillars to look after, so we are looking forward to 
the next few weeks of looking after them and seeing them transform in to butterflies. We also 
planted our very own sunflowers which we are going to look after in hopes that we can grow 
our very own sun flowers. What a very exciting and exhausting week! Well done France class! 
 

KEY STAGE NEWS AND UPDATES 
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Peru 
We have had a really lovely first week back learning all about the great outdoors. The weather 
has been fantastic and we have been out and about lots. We have explored our own grounds 
and are learning to identify different plants by looking at the leaves and flowers. We have also 
been on the grounds making Art sculptures in the style of Andy Goldsworthy. We have used 
lots of different coloured leaves, sticks, and flowers. Once again we really enjoyed this activity. 
We have also been on a trip to the airport to have a tour around. We loved looking at the 
planes taking off and our guides where so nice. 
In Literacy we have been adding the final touches to our own stories and all are fantastic. In 
Numeracy we have been learning about capacity and have used non-standard units to 
measure the capacity of containers. A great activity with water which has cooled us down this 
week. Let’s hope the weather is just as fantastic next week. 
 
Spain 
The children have had a brilliant first week back and have thoroughly enjoyed learning about 
"Our Great Outdoors." We have explored the history of Liverpool John Lennon Airport and 
found destinations that their planes fly to using atlases. The children have worked extremely 
hard to identify countries in Europe and have developed their understanding of continents, 
oceans and the equator.  
 
On Wednesday, the children had the opportunity to visit Liverpool John Lennon Airport. 
Everyone thoroughly enjoyed identifying key features of the airport and having the opportunity 
to bring their learning about the airport to life! All of the children were extremely well behaved 
on the trip and were a credit to our school. 
 
Furthermore, the children have enjoyed using the mathematics resource Numicon this week 
and have familiarized themselves with the new equipment. The children have benefited greatly 
from learning mathematics using a practical approach throughout the year and will be well 
supported by the new resource. 
 
Well done everyone for a settled return to school. 
 

 

  

KEY STAGE NEWS AND UPDATES 
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Key Stage 3 
Key Stage Leader: Mr Ryan Mason 

 
A great first week back for the students in Key Stage 3 this week. In addition to all the fantastic 
work they have produced, some students have taken part in a range of other activities. Some 
students continued to film scenes for our Macbeth production, they did fantastically well 
remembering their lines and trying their costumes. Also, yesterday some students took part in 
a Bikeability course. It was excellent to see some children consolidate their cycling skills and 
improve their confidence and it was truly special to see some students learn to ride a bike for 
the first time! We have another busy but exciting week next week, which we are all looking 
forward to! Have a great weekend everyone! 
 
Madagascar 
Another great week in class Madagascar with the children working really hard in their lessons. 
We have been learning to do long multiplication in Maths, in English we have been reading 
our Macbeth story again and we have been looking at the Life Cycle of a plant in Science. 
Some of the children took part in the Bikeability course yesterday and all had a fantastic time! 
We have been looking at Ancient Mythology in History, taking a closer look at the story of 
Theseus and the Minotaur. 
 
Kenya 
It has been a nice settled week back. In Maths we have been learning about decimal numbers 
and have been able to order them from greatest to least. In English we have been 
concentrating on cursive handwriting which we have all enjoyed. In Science we have begun 
looking at forces and started planning our own practical experiments.  
 
Mr Hodgson would like to congratulate the Key Stage 3 football team on a fantastic league 
campaign. We played our final league game this week in the Liverpool & District Football 
League at Walton sports centre. It's been a pleasure to witness the passion, effort and 
commitment of all those who participated.  
 
Cape Verde 
This week we have been practising our column addition in Maths. In Citizenship we looked at 

the importance of a healthy lifestyle and had a go at creating a budgeted weekly balance of 

healthy activities (with a few treats too!). In Science we studied reproduction in humans and 

plants. We looked at the work of Andy Goldsworthy in Art, and will be making some outdoor 

artwork using natural materials.  

 
Malawi 
This week in Malawi we have been making shortbread sandwiches, including homemade 
shortbread with ice cream. In Maths we have been recapping how to tell the time in 24 hour 
format. We have also made use of the lovely weather and have played a game of rounders 
outside in P.E and have listened to all the different sounds we could hear for our Science 
lessons as we are exploring how sound waves travel. Finally in History we have been looking 
at Ancient Egypt and the students have been decoding hieroglyphic phrases as well as 
creating their own hieroglyphic messages for their peers. 
 
 
 
 
 

KEY STAGE NEWS AND UPDATES 
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Botswana 
Gosh - the week has flown by.  Botswana has an interesting Wednesday morning practicing 
our conversation skills in small groups followed up by a lesson about positive relationships. 
They were fabulous. 'Bikeability' on Thursday was a big hit. Those who took part either rode 
a bike for the first time or greatly improved their skills and confidence. More please. Work has 
taken place also thinking and designing a healthy menu for a picnic we intend to carry out 
within the next few weeks. 
 
Mozambique 
It was a busy first week back of the final half term. In Mozambique, we went out on a PSHE 
trip on Monday to practise our money maths skills and pupils have paid for their shopping 
independently. In PE, we have been practising our athletic skills. Pupils worked hard to beat 
their personal records on a 50 metre run. In maths, we have been studying the order of 
operations. Pupils then applied their knowledge on BIDMAS/BODMAS when playing 
the Mathsbusters games. Our current theme is the world cup. We have been learning and 
researching about the world cup and the country - Russia; and we have also made Russian 
salad in food technology. 
 
Seychelles 
This first week back has been an exciting one. We began by finishing off our Macbeth canvas 
paintings.  In Maths we continued to look at tally charts, pictograms and bar charts. In English 
we have begun our new topic on the Great Outdoors, we are linking this with the upcoming 
World Cup and the different countries involved in it. We explored the host country, Russia and 
made flags in Geography. In our Art, we are focusing on the artist Wassily Kandinsky and are 
making some fantastic abstract art pieces that we hope to display at the end of term. 
  

KEY STAGE NEWS AND UPDATES 
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Key Stage 4 

Key Stage Leader: Miss Dallas 

Australia 
We have had an eventful first week back to school and have already started making the most 
of our new theme 'our outdoors'.  We looked at and started designing our own key 
classifications in science and look forward to doing a mini beast hunt next week.  In our Maths 
and ICT lessons we designed and completed a road traffic survey.  We found out that silver 
cars are the most popular colour!  On Thursday Tom Mahon did a fantastic job of being our 
tour guide and we visited some of Liverpool's amazing sights.  We visited Hale and Speke Hall 
this time, and look forward to part two which will take place later this term. 
 
Papua New Guinea 
News from PNG is that we have enjoyed starting our new topic 'Our outdoors' and went for a 
walk to Tesco on Wednesday to buy resources for food technology.  Today we began 
practising for sports day. 
 
Samoa 
What a sunny first week back! After a mix up with the swimming we were extremely proud of 

how well the pupils handled the unexpected change! 😊 We have finally completed all of our 

life skills units and posted them off to be assessed, the pupils have worked so hard throughout 
the year on this and we are looking forward to them receiving this qualification! We finished it 
off by learning how to wash and fold laundry and took a lot of photographs of our washing 
drying in the sunshine. (We have all promised to help our parents with these skills at home 
haha!!) 
Science this week was fun, after walking to Tesco to purchase resources for our experiment, 
we tested different liquids to find out how well they flowed. We timed how long it took a 
paperclip to reach the bottom of a glass. The funniest part was the ketchup - the paperclip 
didn't even move in it overnight! We discussed our predictions and drew conclusions from our 
results and everyone tried their best. Our favourite lesson this week has been designing our 
'dream dinner party' in English where everyone could pick five guests - living or dead, and we 
all discussed our choices. It was brilliant and the communication and listening skills displayed 

by all pupils was fantastic! Great work Samoa 😊 

 
Christmas Island 
Christmas Island are completing their GCSE’s this week, they are all doing so well! Well done 
to all of them for their hard work and dedication during the exam period!  

  

KEY STAGE NEWS AND UPDATES 
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Key Stage 5 

Key Stage Leader: Mr Davenport 

Fiji 
It's a big welcome back to our Fiji students this week, some of whom are starting their final 
half term at Abbot's Lea! This week we have been preparing and then taking our functional 
skills Maths and English exams. Our students have all worked really hard and it's a big well 
done to everyone from Fiji class staff! 
 
Despite the revision and tests, we have also found time to have our food technology lessons 
on Monday where we cooked a full English breakfast! Definitely the best way to start the week! 
We have also found the time to improve our life skills through going shopping and our weekly 
trips to the gym! We are looking forwards to taking full advantage of the warmer weather this 
term for our termly theme of 'Our Outdoors'. 
 
New Zealand 
This week New Zealand class have been working hard on their Asdan work. Our baked potato 
enterprise goes from strength to strength with our students making lunches for nearly a third 
of the school staff! With a baked potato inside them the school staff are spud-tacular! 
We have travelled to the gym this week and worked out as a class. We have carried out 
historically based comprehension activities on the Titanic and the Holocaust. Our students are 
examining the effects of traffic pollution and have conducted a survey into how staff get into 
school, and the volume of traffic on the roads near school. 
 
A big well done to Ross and Shaun upon completing their GCSE Art courses this week which 
will be checked by the external moderator in school on Tuesday next week. Thanks to Mr 
Wray for his hard work with the lads. 
I would like to offer a big thank you to my class team, Rebecca and Lynn, for their hard work 
whilst I was absent through illness and to the rest of the KS5 staff for their hard work and to 
all the kind well wishes. I would also like to thank Sarah, Nicky, Colm, Darren and Katie for 
helping me when I was taken ill in school. It's great to work with such kind and dedicated 
people, you are a real credit to the school! 
 

General 
 
Students leaving this July have all secured places at college. If you would like us to facilitate 
extra transition visits to colleges for your children, please let your child's class team know so 
we can contact the colleges.  
 

Odd Fact of the week 
 
Not once in the Humpty Dumpty nursery rhyme does it mention that he’s an egg. 
 

Urban Legends revealed! 
 
The actor Mike Myers originally recorded the voice of Shrek in his own Canadian accent. 
However when he watched a rough version of the film he felt that it wasn't good enough so 
asked the studio if he could re-record the entire movie in a Scottish accent. 
Even though it cost over $5 million dollars to do this, the studio said yes and Shrek went onto 
to be the massive hit it was!  
Somewhere out though, there is a completely different version of Shrek with a Canadian 
accent! 
 

KEY STAGE NEWS AND UPDATES 
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Early Years and Key Stage One 

Ireland Oscar Castillo 

Key Stage Two 

Peru Royle Mensah 

Portugal Joel Grainger 

USA Alex Carey 

Brazil Joshua Townsend 

France Nathaniel Dudek 

Canada Brandon Channell 

Spain Hayden Sherwood 

Italy Andrew Mills 

Key Stage Three 

Madagascar Lewis Byrne 

Seychelles Kazie Cole 

Cape Verde Alfie Jones 

Botswana Spencer Sandison 

Mozambique Alison Crellin 

Malawi Chloe Howarth 

Kenya Leo Bouachanh 

Key Stage Four 

Australia Tom Mahon 

Papua New Guinea Owen Green 

Samoa Siraj Asam 

Christmas Island Ben Bryning 

Key Stage Five 

New Zealand Joe McGrath 

Fiji Joe Davidson 

STUDENTS OF WEEK – WEEK 33 
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WEEK 33 IN PICTURES 
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WEEK 33 IN PICTURES 
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TERM 6 

Week or Date Time Event 

11 June 15:00-16:30 Assessment Hub: Bank View – English teachers 

13 June All day School Development Planning Day 

13 June 15:00-16:30 Assessment Hub: Abbot’s Lea School – Maths 
teachers 

13 June 09:00-12:00 SALT Staff consultation clinics 

14 June 15:00-16:30 Assessment Hub: Abbot’s Lea School – Science 
teachers 

14 June Morning Educational Psychologist Staff Clinic 

18 June  Father’s Day 

20 June  KS1/KS2  Outdoor Learning Day 

21 June 10:00-13:00 Sleep Solutions Training for Parents 

22 June  Primary Meet New Classes 

FAB Non – Uniform in return or tombola donations for 
Summer Fair TBC 

25 June PM Supported Internship Launch - Hilton 

26 June 14:00-14:45 Student Council 

26 June AM  Independent Travel Training Ceremony, Town Hall  

27 June 09:00-12:00 SALT Staff consultation clinics 

28 & 29 June  Autism Show, Manchester Eventcity  

29 June 15:15 Official date for Year 11 and leavers 

29 June  Own clothes day for Students 

30 June 12:00-15:00 FAB event (Summer Fair) 

3 July   Annual Safeguarding Conference, LCC  

4 July  City Transition Day 

4 July 08:30-12:30 CAMHS consultation clinic 

5 July  Sports Day 

10 July 13:30-15:30 Assessment Hub: Bank View – Review of the Year 
Headteacher and Project Leaders 

11 July 16:30 Governing Body meeting 

12 July Morning Educational Psychologist Staff Clinic 

13 July  15:15 Annual student progress reports to parents 

13 July am Primary curriculum coffee morning 

20 July am Leavers assembly  

20 July  13:30 Term 6 ends 

 

KEY DIARY DATES  
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Key Diary Dates for the remainder of the year can be found on our website, under the 

EVENTS tab. 

Term dates 2017-18 can be found there, too: 

http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/ALS-Term-Dates-2017-

18.pdf 

 

And, if you are planning ahead, 2018-19 term dates are also available: 

http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/ALS-Term-Dates-2018-

19.pdf 

 

 

 

http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/ALS-Term-Dates-2017-18.pdf
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/ALS-Term-Dates-2017-18.pdf
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/ALS-Term-Dates-2018-19.pdf
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/ALS-Term-Dates-2018-19.pdf


 

  

Head’s Weekly Newsletter 

Mrs Ania Hildrey 

Headteacher 

headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

   


