
 

  

Head’s Weekly Newsletter 

Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

Dear Students, Families, Colleagues and Friends 
 
Welcome to the third issue of my Head’s Weekly Newsletter – this week has flown by and it is 
hard to believe that in just a few days we will have been back at school for a month! 
 
I had a range of internal and external meetings, with two most notable: 
 
On Tuesday this week, I attended a Liverpool City Council Annual Headteachers’ 
Safeguarding Briefing – an event which updates the heads of local schools on the national 
and local changes to the legislation and statutory guidance and shares the latest 
developments affecting all school leaders. This is therefore a prime week to introduce to you 
all – as a reminder, or news, depending on your length of association with the school – our 
Safeguarding Team – see next page for information. 
 
On Wednesday, I met with Dr May Ng, MBBS (Hons) FHEA FRCPCH MSc LLM PhD, who is 

a Consultant Paediatrician and Paediatric Endocrinologist at the Southport and Ormskirk 

NHS Trust. Her professional expertise in paediatrics is impressive indeed and so is her 

recent book  - relevant to all of us – exploring the journey of being a parent of a child with 

Autism. Brendan – the inspiration for the book – is one of our senior students here at Abbot’s 

Lea School. Dr Ng kindly donated 20 copies of the book to us and we will be including the 

books as prizes in our upcoming raffles and auctions – huge thanks to Dr Ng!  

 

One last, very exciting event awaits me this afternoon: An Official Launch of our Supported 
Internships – more on that next week! 
 
I wish you a very good weekend! 
 
Kind regards 
 
Mrs A Hildrey 
Headteacher 
 
 

Issue 3, 21 September 2018 

 

If you are keen to read it sooner, it is available on Amazon: 

“A Journey with Brendan” is a 10 year journey of life with 
autism as a mother and paediatrician to my son Brendan, and 
describes a wide range of available resources and practical 
advice to help families with children with special needs and 
autism cope.  It’s available on Amazon:  
 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Journey-Brendan-autism-mother-

paediatrician/dp/1912575078/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=15297408

94&sr=8-1&keywords=a+journey+with+brendan 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Journey-Brendan-autism-mother-paediatrician/dp/1912575078/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1529740894&sr=8-1&keywords=a+journey+with+brendan
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Journey-Brendan-autism-mother-paediatrician/dp/1912575078/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1529740894&sr=8-1&keywords=a+journey+with+brendan
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Journey-Brendan-autism-mother-paediatrician/dp/1912575078/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1529740894&sr=8-1&keywords=a+journey+with+brendan
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The school has a dedicated and highly trained Safeguarding Team, which consists of 
Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL), Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads (DDSL) and 
a Link Governor for Safeguarding. 

  

Designated Safeguarding Lead: 

DSL: Miss Twomey 

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads: 

DDSL: Mr Dean Scott-Scarth 

DDSL: Miss Maria O’Neill 

DDSL: Mrs Lisa Walker 

DDSL: Mr Anthony McVerry 

DDSL: Mr Ryan Mason 

DDSL: Miss Katie Dallas 

DDSL: Mr Paul Davenport 

DDSL: Ms Lisa Sharpe  

DDSL: Mrs Ania Hildrey 

Link Governor for Safeguarding:  

LSG: Mrs Alicea Thomspon 

 

 If you have any concerns about a welfare of a child, please contact Miss Twomey on: 

alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk  

 

 If you have any concerns about the safe conduct of an adult working with a child, 

contact me as the school’s Headteacher on: headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

 Anyone can make a referral to the social services by contacting Careline on:  

 

0151 233 3700 or carelinechildrensservices@liverpool.gcsx.gov.uk 

 

 

In case of an imminent danger to a child or a suspected criminal activity, dial 999, 

asking for Police response 

  

 

  

Abbot’s Lea School Safeguarding Team 

mailto:alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
mailto:headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
mailto:carelinechildrensservices@liverpool.gcsx.gov.uk
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Thank you to everyone who supported our students with their smart uniforms.  

Vast majority of boys and girls are fully “kitted out” by now and they look smart, show their 

pride in their appearance and many comment on how much more grown up they feel 

wearing it. 

As every year, there are a few “cases of resistance” and, as clarified, we do expect 100% of 

our students to comply with the dress code. Please may I ask the families to support our school 

expectations and ensure that all students adhere to the uniform item specification. 

We recognise that, at times, the issue is more complex than simply purchasing the uniform 

and asking a child to wear it. We are very understanding of the struggles that can surface at 

home in relation to other than the favoured clothes (or absence of it!). 

We are here to help. 

If your son or daughter continues to struggle to accept the uniform, please discuss this with 

them and with the class team and send the required items of uniform to the school so that we 

can support the process of students’ learning to acquire the life skill of wearing diverse range 

of clothing. For any student who struggles, this is likely to form and continue as their target on 

My Plan ©. 

Lastly, we are beginning to see the items being left around the school. The school does not 

accept any responsibility for lost items. To help reunite misplaced items with the rightful owner, 

we must be able to see a named label inside each item of clothing. Please label all items of 

uniform to avoid disappointment. This includes labelling shoes, bags, lunch boxes (where 

applicable), coats, scarves, hats and gloves. 

Any items lost and not reclaimed will be donated to the school’s Second Hand Uniform Shop, 

with a hope that it will find a new home. 

For any family struggling with the Southport location of the uniform provider, please contact 

Ms Kim Adair, my PA, who will assist you with the sizing, orders and collections of the orders 

from school. I trust the families will find this of assistance. 

Lastly, as the weather is turning truly autumnal, please may I ask that families ensure that the 

students are dressed appropriately for the weather, with suitable footwear (please note that 

no trainers are permitted), suitable outerwear in the form of wind and waterproof coats please 

note that hoodies are not permitted) and, once the weather turns colder hats (no caps please) 

and gloves. 

Even if your child resists wearing those items at home, please do send them into school – as 

ever, the power of education has surprised many over the years and even the most resistant 

and sensory-selective of our students, need our input when under our care. 

Thank you in advance! 

NAMED CONTACT:  

Ms Kim Adair can be contacted via: kim.adair@abbotsleaschool.co.uk  

 

School uniform 

mailto:kim.adair@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Last year, I often visited the topic of online safety in my weekly article. This remains a key 
issue in safeguarding children and young people from harm. 
 

In July 2018, the Children’s Commissioner published a paper ‘Life in Likes’. This report on the 

effects of social media on 8-to-12-year-olds examined the way children use social media and 

its effects on their wellbeing. ‘Life in Likes’ fills a gap in research showing how younger children 

use platforms which social media companies say are not designed for them. Whilst most social 

media sites have an official age limit of 13 years, some research has suggested ¾ of 10-to-

12 year olds have a social media account. 

 

The report findings are worrying. “While 8-10s use social media in a playful, creative way – 

often to play games – this changes significantly as children’s social circles expand as they 

grow older. This report shows that many Year 7 children are finding social media hard to 

manage and becoming over-dependent on ‘likes’ and ‘comments’ for social validation. They 

are also adapting their offline behaviour to fit an online image, and becoming increasingly 

anxious about ‘keeping up appearances’ as they get older.” 

 

The report also established that “while parents and schools had successfully ingrained 

messages in children about online safety from known risks such as predators and strangers, 

children were less aware of how to protect themselves from other online situations, particularly 

social media, which could affect their mood and emotions.” 

 

On the one hand, social media was perceived as having a positive effect on children’s 

wellbeing, and enabled them to do the things they wanted to do, like staying in touch with 

friends and keeping entertained. On the other, it had a negative influence when it made them 

worry about things they had little control over. For younger children this was more related to 

their families’ use of social media, whereas for older children this was more strongly linked to 

peers and friendships. 

 

In the Department for Culture, Media and Sport’s Internet Safety Strategy (2017), there was a 

commitment to improving support for parents around online safety issues. In particular, there 

was a pledge to encourage parents to support their children to take part in other activities. 

This research shows that children who take part in hobbies, sports or other activities are less 

reliant on social media. The Commissioner’s Digital 5 A Day campaign, based on the NHS’s 

5 Steps to better mental wellbeing, supports this and provides parents with easy to follow, 

practical steps to achieve a healthy and balanced digital ‘diet’. 

 

This campaign can be accessed via the following link and I would encourage all parents to 

take a look.  

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/2017/08/06/digital-5-a-day/ 

Ms Alison Twomey, Head of Care and Safeguarding 

E: alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

Care and Safeguarding 
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This week I have been busy thinking about how we can develop links with local, national and 

international Autism organisations to learn with and from the best. This is an important step 

that we have highlighted in our School Development Plan 2018-21 in our mission to 

becoming an International Centre of Excellence in Autism education, research and 

professional development.  

Mrs McCormick is a good friend of mine who now teaches at Briarwood School in Houston, 

Texas. She wrote to me this week to tell me all about her new class and the apps they are 

using to enhance learning and develop greater self-confidence. I have trialled the 

recommended apps myself and listed just three of them here. You may, at home or in class, 

have more good apps that you would like to share with others and I recommend that you do 

so. There is a whole universe of apps and creative tools that can help bring learning to life so 

feel free to share your recommendations with friends, teachers or even send them to me so 

that I can send back our own list of suggestions to Briarwood School! 

I can be contacted any time on: micah.grimshaw@abbotsleaschool.co.uk  

 

 TouchMath is a multisensory program that makes critical math concepts appealing 
and accessible, and helps to build student self-confidence. TouchMath uses TouchPoints on 
the numbers 1-9 to make recognising numerals as values easier to understand. This skill is 
then translated to addition, subtraction and higher math concepts 
 

 The VizZle Player ™ is a kid-friendly environment that allows educations and 

parents to launch interactive instructional lessons for children who learn best from visually 

supported materials. The app is a visual language-based approach to educating students 

with autism.  

 

 GoNoodle provides ‘dance-alongs’, yoga videos, mindfulness activities, and 

other awesomely active and fun ways to move!  

  
 
 
 
 

Autism Research and Development 

Ms Micah Grimshaw, Head of Autism Research and Development 

E: micah.grimshaw@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

mailto:micah.grimshaw@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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The students of the Primary Department have been a Tour de Force this week, navigating the 
challenging weather conditions, playing golf in the community and preparing for celebrations. 
 
The students of Early Years are settling into school well. Enjoying their new school routines 
and making new friends. In Key Stage One, Wales Class are showing incredible maturity. 
They have blended into the Primary Department seamlessly and look and act like they have 
always been here. Singing in assembly, volunteering to join in and speak in front of others.  
 
Key Stage Two have begun their golf sessions at Lee Park Golf Club. This week saw a change 
of venue as a result of the poor weather. The students coped with the change, the wet and 
windy weather and the competitive conditions on the driving range to continue with their golfing 
adventure. 
 
Finally, the students of Early Years, Key Stage One and Key Stage Two worked hard all week 
to arrange a wonderful Harvest Celebration. Students were brave and resilient in the windy 
weather, taking photographs around our wonderful school grounds in preparation for the 
Harvest Celebration. As a way of remembering and thinking of others our marvellous students 
collected food for a local food bank. This was collected this morning at assembly, 
accompanied by two spectacular Harvest songs that the students (and Mr Flanagan) had 
prepared earlier. The Harvest Assembly was very well attended.  
 
Thank you to all parents and carers who sent in food items and also to those that supported 
assembly by watching the festivities unfold. 
 
Have a great weekend and stay safe in the windy weather. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Mr Scott-Scarth, Head of Primary Department 

E: dean.scott-scarth@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

Primary Department 

mailto:dean.scott-scarth@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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It has been another positive week this week in the Secondary Department with students enjoying 

the theme of our stories, it is great to engage with the students discussing their own personal 

interests and learning. Last week my assembly was focused on Democracy and thinking about 

our student council, the power and voice that they can have. I am inspired when our students 

speak up, often these aspects of their life are positive, yet other times they can have a negative 

impact upon their social, emotional and mental health and this is where the staff in the 

department are excellent. They get to know the students so well working with them to improve 

this and again I believe that we have a staff team that is exceptional at what they do and work in 

a way that provides challenge yet reassurance about what it is to be a part of this society. Thank 

you! 

Society for me is something that I wish to focus on and believe that we can be change agents; our 
young people are so talented and they have skill sets that mean that they could excel and play an 
integral part in the development of society. I have mentioned before, it inspires me and excites me 
that one of our students could hold the cure for a disease or an invention that will change the world 
locked away in their brains and it is our job to tease it out and nurture it. I was this week invited to 
be part of a Liverpool City Region task and finish group working on the development of SEND 
Apprenticeships. Around the table were people from commerce, training providers, the City Region 
office and it was so refreshing to see that people wanted to make an impact and a change for our 
young people, the barriers that we see daily are mirrored across the city and the region. I wish to 
play a major part in this change and the school is committed to providing our students with 
alternatives to college and opportunities to get into the world of work and do what they want to do. 
I will be working harder to push this and as part of this we will be working with The Greater 
Merseyside Learning Providers Federation (GMLPF) to run their ASK project in school. This will 
be made up of assemblies, parental workshops and general awareness of apprenticeships for our 
students and families. We will also be working with The Liverpool City Region office to support 
their Households into Work project and this will be something that we will be developing in the near 
future. 
 
A success of what we are doing is Mr. Pendleton who joined the school in September as an 
Administration Apprentice and is testimony to what we believe in and what we want to achieve, he 
is thriving in the role and is an asset to the school, I have asked him to write a piece for the 
newsletter, so please keep a look out next week for his article. With the right support and guidance 
we can change the lives of our young people and give them the skills to get into the world and be 
a great success. 
 
Alongside this we officially launched our Supported Internships project with a launch ceremony 
held at Amey today. Our interns are doing so well and they are a credit to the school, it was so 
nice to see the families of the interns in attendance, also to see the staff at Amey talk so positively 
about the students. What really struck me was that people actually thought the interns were 
members of staff and have been asking each other who the new members of staff are. It is 
testimony to the hard work from Amey, Abbot's Lea and Martin Wilby from the Local Authority that 
has driven this initiative forward. It will grow and opportunities will arise that we are still unaware 
of. Have a wonderful weekend and thank you for all of your support and hard work. 

 

Mr McVerry, Head of Secondary Department 

E: anthony.mcverry@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

Secondary Department 
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This week has been a productive week planning training and development for staff for the 
coming year. We have some really exciting projects in our School Development Plan for this 
year and I am looking forward to supporting our team develop their skills to deliver the new 
projects. 
  
This week our new staff have completed their training in our behaviour management 
philosophy PROACT-SCIPr by carrying out their practical session. 
  
Congratulations to Kim Adair (Headteacher’s PA and Clerk to Governors) who has completed 
her National Clerks Development Programme. Well done! 
  
Welcome to Laura McNally who has joined us on placement from her Schools Direct 
programme. Laura will be working with both Spain and USA classes during her time with us. 

   

 

Mrs Michelle Griffiths, Head of HR 

E: michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

 

School Business Support Team 

mailto:michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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The next FAB meeting is Friday 21 
September at 11am @ Abbot’s Lea School 

 

  
This is for all parents - existing and new - who would like to help with our fundraising 
ventures!  We very much look forward to seeing you. 

 
Contact: lisa.sharpe@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

Noticeboard 

mailto:lisa.sharpe@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Early Years and Key Stage 1 

Key Stage Leader: Miss O’Neill 
Maria.O’Neill@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 
This week we have been learning all about 'Harvest' and have been busy making pictures for 
our display, practicing songs for our assembly and collecting food for our food bank project. 
As part of our stories we have been reading 'The three Little Pigs.' We matched pictures in the 
story, remembered words the characters say and made some delicious 'piggy biscuits.' The 
windy weather gave us lots of leaves to play in and they have helped us learn all about the 
signs of Autumn. We found lots of lady bugs too! A lovely busy week. Have a great weekend!  

 
Wales Class 
We have had another fantastic week in Wales class. We have continued our theme of The 
Gingerbread Man by writing the story and baking actual gingerbread men from scratch. We 
practiced using the weighing scales, mixing and rolling. They tasted delicious! We have been 
learning all about harvest this week in preparation for our harvest festival. We played harvest 
bingo and went on a harvest hunt around the primary department. We have loved learning the 
song ‘Autumn Days’ and performed in in our harvest festival assembly. Have a lovely weekend 
everybody!   

 
 

Key Stage 2 

Key Stage Leader: Mrs Lisa Walker 
Lisa.Walker@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 
Thank you very much for all of your kind donations to the Foodbank Appeal. The students 
have learnt a great deal about being thankful for what we have, helping others this week and 
enjoyed the activities they participated in whilst doing so! We have also begun The NHS SEN 
Supervised Tooth brushing Programme across the department. If you would like to participate 
at home the song we use is The Brush Bus Song which can be found on the link below. Mrs 
Walker.  
 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lg122PlSlTc  
 
USA Class 
The boys in USA have used their senses to explore Autumn in our fabulous school grounds 
this week. In Maths we have been investigating number bonds and place value, in English 
we wrote a detailed recount of Storm Carolina which hit North Carolina in the USA last week. 

Excellent work everyone! Mrs Walker 😊 

 

 
Brazil Class 
We are really getting into our stride now in Class Brazil. We are becoming more familiar with 
our class routine and I have been very impressed by the way everyone is trying their best to 
work harder and be kinder to each other. There have been some lovely examples of people 
sharing, using kind words and encouraging their classmates. Golden Rules in action. 
Our week has been focused on preparing for our lovely Harvest Festival. We have been out 
in our great grounds looking for signs of Autumn and things that can be harvested. It was 

Key Stage News and Updates 

mailto:Lisa.Walker@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lg122PlSlTc
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amazing what we found, all we needed to do was spend the time looking and we found 
many things we sometimes take for granted.  
Thank you also to all the parents who sent in donations towards our collection for foodstuff for 
those less fortunate than ourselves. 
We loved making the delicious Brazilian brigadeiros on Tuesday. We were very sensible in 
the Food Tech room and worked safely together- hope you enjoyed them! 
Carrying on from our work on Roald Dahl's BFG and dreams we have been learning about tie 
dying. This is the plan for our contribution towards the city-wide art project that will come 
together when the amazing Giants visit Liverpool again in October- more to follow on this but 
we are really excited to have the opportunity to be involved in this amazing experience- watch 
this space!! 
 
Well done Class Brazil for a fantastic week- keep it up! 
 
Portugal Class 
It has been a very busy week in Class Portugal this week! We have been looking at the story 
of 'The Elves and the Shoemaker', which we have all really enjoyed! The children enjoyed 
making a thank you card for the elves from the shoemaker. In Science, we were looking at 
melting and watched what happens to ice and chocolate if you hold it in your hand for too long! 
The children discussed melting and freezing and whether we could change them back again! 
We have also taken part in the Primary Harvest assembly, and had a lot of fun practicing the 
song 'Autumn Days'. It's been lots of fun and we look forward to more fun next week. 
Have a lovely weekend! 

 
Peru Class 
What a week Peru have had. We have been reading 'The Magic Porridge Pot', a story based 
on 'Sweet Porridge' by the Brothers Grimm. We shared some delicious ideas about how we 
would change the story including a street overflowing with chocolate pancakes! Some of us 
have even tasted porridge for the first time. Well done Peru! We have also been learning all 
about harvest and where our food comes from. The class enjoyed going on a harvest food 
hunt around school learning the names of unfamiliar food along the way. Have a wonderful 
weekend. 
 
France Class 
We have had lots of exciting things happening this week. We started off our week by 
completing the daily mile, we ran around the field for 15 minutes completing as many laps as 
we could. On Tuesday we went on a walk through the trees around the school thinking about 
what it would be like to be Little Red Riding Hood walking through the forest by herself. We 
used our five senses to write sentences in English describing what we could see, hear, touch, 
smell and taste whilst on our walk. On Wednesday, we looked at Bee Bots and navigated 
them around a map to reach certain points. On Thursday, we made a list of the different things 
Little Red Riding could have had in her picnic basket that she was taking to her Grandmas. 
We are going to make some of the things that we thought would be in her picnic basket next 
week. On Friday, we took part in our Harvest Assembly which we enjoyed. We also completed 
lots of different sensory activities. Another great week France class, have a lovely weekend 
and we will see you Monday after a much needed rested break.  
 
Italy Class 
Well done Italy class pupils, they are all starting to settle into the classroom routines and 
following instructions and class rules well. This week we completed our news lesson in 
English. A huge thank you too all parents for supporting the homework to accompany this 
lesson. In Maths we have been looking at numbers this week. We have been putting them in 
the correct order and recognising one more and one less. In Science we continued with our 

Key Stage News and Updates 
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materials topic. We looked at a range of materials and found out lots of different objects that 
are made of these materials. On Tuesday we started reading a new book 'The Frog Prince'. 
We learnt a great lesson from this story, that it’s good to keep your promise and not break it. 
In PE during the afternoon we completed a movement circuit and collected pictures from the 
book. On Wednesday we have been finding out about Harvest and learning new songs for our 
assembly. On Thursday we talked about our class country Italy. We found out what food 
people in Italy like to eat. In Food Technology we tasted some Italian food. Well done class 
Italy! 
 
Canada Class 
We have worked really hard this week. We have been looking at the story of Little Red Riding 
Hood and how the brothers grimm wrote a more gothic version.  We went on a trip to Tesco 
to purchase the snack for the class. This was a great learning and social experience for the 
pupils. They wrote their own shopping list, went round the store and then scanned and paid 
for their items.  We have also been working on our artwork and t-shirt design around the Giants 
theme and the BFG. We have enjoyed learning about Harvest this week  and been practicing 
our song that we sang in assembly. Great singing Canada class!  
 
Spain Class 
The children in Spain class have had another excellent week. In Literacy, they enjoyed sharing 
their news from the weekend and continuing with the story of Little Red Riding Hood. In Maths, 
they have been learning how to find one more and one less than a number.  
 
Thank you everyone for your donations towards our Harvest Festival collection. We were all 
so proud of your generosity! 
  

  

Key Stage News and Updates 
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Key Stage 3  
Key Stage Leader: Mr Mason 

Ryan.Mason@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 
 
Another great week in KS3 as all students have been fully immersed in a week of learning and 
fun! Students have continued to be taught around the theme of 'Our Stories' with some 
students going out on trips to the Museum, some to look at war memorial statues and some 
just out in the community visiting supermarkets and garden centres. Hurricane Ali hasn't 
deterred us from our learning and enjoying ourselves this week! We hope everyone has a 
great weekend!  
 
Mozambique Class 
A very busy week this week. We have extended our knowledge of biographies this week and 
have looked at some very interesting and influential people. We have all researched and 
presented to the class on our chosen famous person. These have included Pop singers, 
wrestlers and inventors!!! We have extended our knowledge on healthy eating and have made 
smoothies. In RE we looked at Yom Kippur and will be making Knidel dumplings next week. 
Maths in going well and we are now working in separate groups learning ranging from counting 
in 2s to 9x table and have been studying patterns in number sequences. We have also learnt 
more about Mozambique and other counties in Africa. 
 
Madagascar Class 
Another great week for Madagascar, three weeks have flown by! The class has been busy 

continuing with our Design Technology boomerang project, learning all about animals and 

their habitats in Science and working hard on column addition in maths. We have all enjoyed 

our first class trip out to Dobbies, in particular looking at the unusual fish!  

Botswana Class 
Botswana have had another good week. This week we have concentrated on spelling, 
punctuation and grammar in literacy, multiplication in Maths and continuing with life cycles in 
Science. In Geography we researched the different countries of the world and in Languages 
we looked at Italian. Molto Bene! 
 
Seychelles Class 
This week we have continued to explore our theme of Biographies in Our Stories. We have 
explored famous and notable people, in History looked at significant individuals from WW1. 
We investigated the role of secret agents during the war. On Monday morning we went out 
into the city to discover WW1 memorials including the Cenotaph at St. George's Hall and the 
"Christmas Truce" sculpture at St. Luke's Church. During this activity we made sketches and 
recorded information. 
 
In our Geography lessons we have been studying the continent of Africa. We have been 
focusing on using atlases so that we can accurately describe the physical features present. 
In PE we have continued our team games in conjunction with Class Kenya which was very 
successful! 
 
Have a great weekend. 
 
 
 
 
 

Key Stage News and Updates 

mailto:Ryan.Mason@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Kenya Class 
This week in Kenya class we have been looking at our stories in more depth. We have been 
reading a story written by Shirley Hughes about a lost toy and the children have used this as 
a stimulus to write their own piece of work about losing an item or a toy. In Maths we have 
been looking at 'greater than' and 'less than' and our students seem to be mastering this. We 
have also been looking at the location of Kenya in Geography and students have created their 
own fact files comprising of pictures, animals and facts about Kenya. At the end of the week 
we went on our very first trip as a class to Tesco in Woolton. Students enjoyed shopping for 
their snack and paying for the items at the tills. 
  
 

Key Stage 4 
Key Stage Leader: Miss Dallas 

Katie.Dallas@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 
 
We have had lots of fun and learning going on this week in class Australia. The highlight of 
our week was making our scones in food tech. The class worked independently last week and 
used this week's lesson to make improvements on their baking skills. The results were 
amazing! The class worked independently again and produced some tasty scones. Well done 
to Megan Hall and Thomas Mahon for earning the title of star bakers! 
 
Australia Class 
We tried our hand at a bit of acting too this week, the class worked in small groups to show 
their interpretation of Edgar Allan Poe's 'A Tell-Tale Heart'. The scene showed the 
murderer being interrogated by the police and confessing to his crime! The acting was 
fantastic and the students had a great time creating their mini scenes.  

 
 
Papua New Guinea Class 
PNG have been working hard this week, we have created some fantastic art work to do with 
The Raven by Edgar Allen Poe. In Maths we have been working hard on our budgeting skills 
we have been looking at real life situations such as paying household bills and working out 
travel costs. Cuppa New Guinea Cafe has also had another very successful week and due to 
customer demand we have developed a new cheese and bacon toasty which we have decided 
to name the 'Jennie' after our ICT Technician!   
 
Christmas Island Class 
We have had a really good week in Christmas Island.  We have been learning fun facts about 
Christmas Island and the Crab Migration that takes place each year!  
 
The students began the introduction into the practical side of food tech. We made fruit 
smoothies, all the students did really well and enjoyed tasting them! 
 
Well done everyone. Have a good weekend! 
 

 

 

 

Key Stage News and Updates 

mailto:Katie.Dallas@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Key Stage 5 

Key Stage Leader: Mr Davenport 

Paul.davenport@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 
 

New Zealand 
This week we have been continuing our studies into Romeo and Juliet. It began with our 
students shouting Shakespearean insults at each other in the yard, followed by studying the 
opening brawl in the play. We then imagined ourselves as news reporters broadcasting about 
the scene, and then continued our attempts to turn this tale of star-crossed lovers in ancient 
Verona into a modern day Liverpool tale of feuding football families in a Love Island obsessed 
nation! 
 
We have also been continuing with our potato enterprise and our gym trips. Students have 
been settling into these trips and are really enjoying them. Last week an elderly couple on the 
bus commented on how well behaved the class was and said they were a credit to the school. 
Well done New Zealand class! We are continuing in our PHSE lessons to look at planning a 
trips and how to use money to travel independently. 
 

Odd Facts of the week 
 
A snail can sleep for 3 years 
The dot over a letter i is called a 'tittle'. 

In Japan, letting a sumo wrestler make your baby cry is considered good luck. 

 
 
Tasmania Class 
Our week started off with our enterprise project. We decided to make and sell apple crumble 
to KS4 and KS5 staff. We went out and picked some juicy apples from the apple trees grown 
on the school ground. On Tuesday, we made the apple crumble in our food technology lesson 
in which we have practised using a peeler. It wasn't as easy as we thought. It was tricky to 
hold the peelers and the apples were all different sized. Despite the difficulties, we produced 
some delicious apple crumbles and sold them all! 
We have looked at how to find jobs and CV writing in English which is ongoing as we will be 
adding more skills and qualifications onto our CV throughout the year. In maths, we have been 
refreshing on our basic arithmetic skills. 
 
Fiji Class 
Fiji Chefs are back in the kitchen cooking up a storm! On Monday, we made salt and pepper 
chicken with rice. We all tasted it (some of us for the first time) and majority of us enjoyed it! 
On Tuesday we went to the Museum of Liverpool and explored to find out more about our own 
histories so we can think about our own stories. We have started to write our own 
autobiographies and we are thinking about our past and future! We went to the gym on 
Thursday and had a good work out. Another fantastic week in Fiji!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key Stage News and Updates 

mailto:Paul.davenport@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Early Years and Key Stage One 

Ireland Charlie Butler 

Wales Tyler Wilson  

 

Peru Paul Traynor  

Portugal  Lewis Gleeson  

USA Mason Robinson-Stopforth  

Brazil Cameron Baker 

France Andrew Mills 

Canada Imam Hussain  

Spain Jonny Dring  

Italy Jacob Summerskill  

Key Stage Three 

Madagascar William Hardy 

Seychelles Mann Ng 

Cape Verde Nathan Potter 

Botswana Mai Hulligan 

Mozambique Flynn Bligh 

Malawi Oscar Bielecki 

Kenya Shasiah Griffiths 

 

Australia Megan Hall 

Papua New Guinea Arrianne Clare 

Samoa Lewis Okwu 

Christmas Island Henry Lin 

 

New Zealand Liam Jones 

Tasmania Alex Firth 

Fiji Thomas Whitehead 

Students of the Week – Week 3 
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Week 3 in pictures 
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Week 3 in pictures Week 3 in pictures 
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Week 2 in pictures Week 3 in pictures Week 3 in pictures 
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Our academic year 2018-19 term dates are available on our website: 
 

http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/ALS-Term-Dates-2018-
19.pdf 

 
Please note planned early finishes and closure dates, as known at present: 

 
TERM 1: 

Staff training day: Monday 3 September 2018 – school closed to students 
October Holiday: Monday 22 October 2017 to Friday 26 October 2018 

 
TERM 2: 

Early finish on Thursday, 20 December 2018 at 1:30pm 
Christmas Holiday: Friday 21 December 2018 to Friday 4 January 2019  

Bank holidays:  
Tuesday 25 December 2018 - Christmas Day  

Wednesday 26 December 2018 – Boxing Bank Holiday 
 Tuesday, 1 January 2019 – New Year’s Day 

 
TERM 3: 

February Holiday: Monday 18 February 2019 to Friday 22 February 2019 

 
TERM 4: 

Early finish on Friday, 5 April 2019 at 1:30pm 
Spring Holiday: Monday 8 April 2019 to Monday 22 April 2019  

Bank holidays:  
Friday, 19 April 2019 – Good Friday  

Monday, 22 April 2019 – Easter Monday 

 
TERM 5: 

Bank holiday:  
Monday, 6 May 2019 – Early Bank Holiday Monday 

May Holiday: Monday 27 May 2019 to Friday 31 May 2019 
 

TERM 6: 
Staff training day: Friday 12 July 2019 – school closed to students 

Staff training day: Monday 22 July – Wednesday 24 July 2019 – school closed to students 
Summer Holiday: Thursday 25 July 2019 

Bank holidays:  
Monday 26 August 2019 – August Bank Holiday 

 

 
Key Diary Dates for the remainder of the year can be found on our website, 

under the EVENTS tab: 

 
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/events/

Key Diary Dates 

http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/ALS-Term-Dates-2018-19.pdf
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/ALS-Term-Dates-2018-19.pdf


 

  

Head’s Weekly Newsletter 

Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

KEY DIARY DATES - TERM 1 - 35 days 

WEEK NUMBER W/C Date Event Comment 

4 Mon 24.9.18 24.9  09:00-12:00 - Staff SALT Consultation  Clinics  

Tue 25.9   

Wed 26.9  Governing Body Meeting 16:30-18:30 

Thurs  27.9.18  Primary CED : Our Stories Cinema in hall  

Fri 28.9  Baseline annual ASD assessments completed  

 Departmental Assemblies 

9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department 

10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department 

 9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning 

Assemblies and Coffee Morning 

are open to families. Parking is 

available on site on a “first-come-

first-served basis” only. No 

photography permitted. 

5 Mon 1.10.18 1.10   

Tue 2.10   

Wed 3.10  09:00-12:00 - CAMHS Consultation Clinic  

Thurs 4.10   

Fri 5.10  Departmental Assemblies 

9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department 

10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department 

 9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning 

 GIANTS EVENT – coming to Liverpool 

 School Health Team in school 

Assemblies and Coffee Morning 

are open to families. Parking is 

available on site on a “first-come-

first-served basis” only. No 

photography permitted. 

6 Mon 8.10.18  8.10   

Tue 9.10   
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Wed 10.10  09:00-12:00 - Staff SALT Consultation  Clinics 

 09:00-12:00 – Staff Flu Vaccinations 

 

Thur 11.10   

Fri 12.10  CHRISTMAS CARDS COMPETITION 

 Moderation Day 1 

 Departmental Assemblies 

9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department 

10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department 

 9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning 

Assemblies and Coffee Morning 

are open to families. Parking is 

available on site on a “first-come-

first-served basis” only. No 

photography permitted. 

7 Mon 15.10.18 15.10  Term 1 - Festival of Learning & Parental Consultation 

 09:00-12:00 Flu Vaccinations Reception to Year 5 
(Conference Room) 

 Seeing is Believing for Governors 

 

Tue 16.10  Term 1 - Festival of Learning & Parental Consultation 

 Seeing is Believing for Governors 
 

Wed  17.10.18  Term 1 - Festival of Learning & Parental Consultation 

 Seeing is Believing for Governors 
 

Thurs  18.10.18  Term 1 - Festival of Learning & Parental Consultation 

 Seeing is Believing for Governors 
 

Fri  19.10.18  Term 1 - Festival of Learning & Parental Consultation 

 Seeing is Believing for Governors  
 

Fri 19.10.18   Departmental Assemblies 

9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department 

10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department 

 9:30-11:00  Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning 

 Teachers’ PM meetings completed 

 END OF TERM 1@15:15  

Assemblies and Coffee Morning 

are open to families. Parking is 

available on site on a “first-come-

first-served basis” only. No 

photography permitted. 

OCTOBER HOLIDAY: Monday, 22 October to Friday, 26 October 2018 
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