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Dear Students, Families, Colleagues and Friends 
 
 
Welcome to today’s issue of the Head’s Weekly Newsletter. I hope that you enjoy reading the 
Departmental and Key Stage Updates as much as I do, with such richness of commitment and 
excellent work done by all members of the school community – evident. Thank you! 
 
I wish to congratulate students elected for the Student Council 2018-19 and I look forward to 
working with them in the coming year on making Abbot’s Lea School the centre of 
excellence we want it to be. 
 
Excellence stems from the aspirations, vision, commitment and huge amount of hard work! 
 
Sometimes, this work comes in a form of paid employment and at times from voluntary input. 
The power of volunteers to do good for the school is a topic I often revisit, with humble 
appreciation of the time others give to our school to make it so wonderful. 
 
Today, I welcome yet another member of the army of volunteers – Mr Rohit Ramesh, our 
new Chair of Governors, has joined us this month to lead the strategic Governing Body of 
the school. 
 
His appointment is welcome by me and my fellow Governors and we have appointed Mr 
Ramesh following a thorough recruitment process over the summer months.  
 
In his day job, Mr Ramesh is Head of International Recruitment at University of Liverpool and 
his strong background in finance, contract management, procurement and project 
management is balanced with his total belief in the transformational power of Education.  
 
Welcome to Abbot’s Lea School! 
 
Our first meeting of the Governing Body took place this week and I am delighted to report 
that the Governing Body has never been in a stronger position to both support and challenge 
the school leaders to always do the right thing by the students and families we serve. We are 
clear about where we are heading, we have the skills and resources to get there and there is 
a buzz in wanting to change the world – something shining through today’s newsletter’s 
articles. 
 
 
I wish you a very good weekend! 
 
Kind regards 
 
Mrs A Hildrey 
Headteacher 
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In a BBC documentary ‘Kids in Crisis’, broadcast this week, the state of Child and Adolescent 

Mental Health Services (CAMHS) was investigated by Young Minds ambassador, Sean 

Fletcher. Sean has a 15 year old son Reuben, who received in-patient care as a result of OCD 

so was well placed to make observations about the current NHS system and how it is failing 

young people across the country. 

 

Britain is in the grip of a child mental health crisis. Nearly half a million children are either 

waiting for treatment or receiving it. The government has promised more money for child 

mental health but in the meantime getting help is a postcode lottery. Some children are waiting 

up to two years to be seen and others are being sent hundreds of miles away from home for 

treatment. 

 

The documentary sheds light on how overstretched the system is, showing families waiting far 

too long for the help they needed, and young people falling into crisis and becoming suicidal 

before they were able to get support. Often the care that CAMHS gives can be excellent, but 

the reality is that too many young people struggle to access support before they are in crisis 

and their problems have become far more complex.  

 

In ‘Kids in Crisis’, Sean and Reuben speak bravely about their own experience of navigating 

the mental health system to get treatment for Reuben’s OCD, and how it impacted the family. 

Reuben was lucky, the care he eventually received was excellent and has allowed him to 

make a good recovery, however the struggle to get the right care at the right time is something 

all families face. Monday’s Panorama painted a bleak picture of the current state of CAMHS: 

an overstretched service staffed by frustrated healthcare professionals who long to help, but 

are crippled by a lack of funding.  

 

The Government has already responded to the mental health crisis by providing funding for 

schools to train 2 key members of staff as ‘mental health first aiders’.  School staff are well 

placed to offer mental health support. Intervening at an early stage is crucial to promoting 

recovery, supporting early management of symptoms and ultimately preventing a mental 

health issue having a more profound impact on a young person’s life. Of course schools can’t 

solve the problem in isolation. It’s vitally important to work in partnership with families and care 

and health services to improve the outlook for children and young people experiencing mental 

health issues. Further support, advice and guidance can be found online: 

 

www.youngminds.org.uk www.minded.org.uk www.papyrus-org.uk

 www.freshcamhs.org 

 

As a school, we have our in-house therapeutic support function and I encourage you 

to contact me please if you would like to discuss your child’s mental health needs.  

Ms Alison Twomey, Head of Care and Safeguarding 

E: alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

Care and Safeguarding 

http://www.youngminds.org.uk/
http://www.minded.org.uk/
http://www.papyrus-org.uk/
http://www.papyrus-org.uk/
http://www.freshcamhs.org/
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It has been an extremely positive week, full of research initiatives and developments! 

On Wednesday I met the Governing Body and shared my experiences over the last 3 weeks 

as a new addition to the Strategic Leadership Team at Abbot’s Lea School. I also shared my 

initial views for where we can progress forward in the area of Autism practice. 

Over the last three weeks I have made some useful links with Universities including Edge 

Hill, Lancaster, Sheffield and Durham. We will be collaborating with researchers from each to 

enhance our knowledge of Autism through specific projects.  

This week, a letter was sent home for some students in KS1 and KS2 to take part in an 

interesting study of how children learn words from pictures. Natalie Richards, from Lancaster 

University, will be visiting our school to engage students in short activities and determine how 

children best learn new vocabulary. Natalie, along with her supervisor Dr Calum Hartley, will 

then share their findings with us, as well as the students and families. I hope that this 

information will help us develop our language and literacy resources by using the most 

effective teaching methods. 

My work with our Occupational Therapist, Clare Ewart and Head of Care and Safeguarding, 

Alison Twomey explores how we can strengthen the sensory support for the students of 

Abbot’s Lea School.  

We want to ensure that all students’ sensory needs are understood and met. To help with that, 

we will be sending home a ‘sensory profile checklist’ for every student. This completed 

checklist will highlight any particular sensory needs, and will help identify students needing 

more comprehensive assessments and sensory support.  If you would like any help with these 

or require more information, please contact me. 

We will also be giving our students the opportunity to complete sensory profile checklists for 

themselves, or asking staff to support some students to voice what they may find difficult at 

school. To do this Clare and I have worked together to re-word the resource given to us by 

the AET (Autism Education Trust) to make the checklist user-friendly. The AET have 

checked our editing and are keen for us to work with them on developing other resources that 

are then shared nationally. I think this will be an interesting piece of whole-school work and I 

look forward to sharing any common findings from the checklists in a future newsletter.  

Finally, I am excited to tell everyone about the conversation I had with Pam Lewis, 

Community Champion at Tesco in Woolton. I met her this week and she is extremely keen 

to work in a strong ‘two-way partnership’ to bring about positive change for the Autistic 

community through raising awareness and increasing employability. We will be looking to 

support the Woolton store to become a champion of Autism by providing staff with Autism 

awareness training and seeking to increase the Supported Internship offer that Mr McVerry, 

Head of Secondary Department is leading. 

Autism Research and Development 

Ms Micah Grimshaw, Head of Autism Research and Development 

E: micah.grimshaw@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 
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This week has been very busy for the students and staff of the Primary Department at Abbot's 
Lea School.  
 
Thankfully the weather has been much kinder to our outdoor education and the Daily Mile is 
going from strength to strength, with classes making full use of our beautiful grounds to 
exercise and to make friends. 
 
Classroom and corridor displays have been appearing all over the Department, with students 
producing dazzling pieces of writing and artwork that describes and depicts our current theme: 
Our Stories and the country that their class is named after. The corridors are colourful, bright 
and informative. Packed with information. 
 
This week the students enjoyed a Curriculum Enhancement Day to celebrate Our Stories. 
Classes have been enthusiastically following The Brothers Grimm. This culminated in a movie 
showing of Hoodwinked in the school hall, as the Abbot's Lea School cinema was revived. 
 
The students of USA Class took to the golf course once more at Lee Park Golf Club. I hope 
their namesakes do not take motivation in the Ryder Cup. Come on, Europe!! 
 
Next week is a very busy and exciting calendar: 
 
Liverpool will see the return of The Giants.  
 
Thursday marks the start of the festivities.  
 
People can visit St George's Hall to see the Sleeping Boy, one of the characters from this 
year’s story.  
 
Abbot's Lea School will be participating in two activities next week.  
 
Some classes will visit The Giants at Princes Park.  
 
This is a pre-event before the giants begin to roam around the city, meeting the cheering 
crowds.  
 
This will be followed up with a Giants themed football event.  
 
Letters have been sent home for the participating class groups. 
 
Have a great weekend, and get ready for The Giants.   

Mr Scott-Scarth, Head of Primary Department 

E: dean.scott-scarth@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

Primary Department 

mailto:dean.scott-scarth@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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This week we have made good progress with a number of projects within the Department and 
also across the school.  
 
Thanks to Mrs Walker who has arranged for six of our students to join four of the Primary 
Department students in representing the school at The Diana Award, Anti-Bullying 
Ambassadors Conference next Wednesday. This is an exciting opportunity for the whole 
school and for those students who will be attending a chance to bring back new knowledge 
and have a positive impact upon the school community.  
 
I would also like to congratulate our Student Council representatives for the 2018-19 
academic year, it was a tough decision for Mrs Stokes, who will be heading up the students 
council this year. Departmental and Key Stage representatives are; 
 
Key Stage 3 - Jack Evans 
Key Stage 4 - Luke Rigby 
Key Stage 5 - Connor Fairburn 
 
I also want to thank the students of Key Stage 5 who week in and week out supply the staff of 
the school with their weekly fix of jacket potatoes every Wednesday. It is an enterprising 
project and something that supports the development of life skills in preparation for the future. 
 
I also ordered my first cheese and toasty from our weekly café, Cuppa New Guinea (KS4) 
and again it is brilliant to see future entrepreneurs in action. In fact, five minutes after receiving 
my order I received a voicemail from the class asking for my payment, a brilliant initiative 
headed up by the class team in Papua New Guinea class, well done to everyone involved in 
these superb projects. 
 
This week I headed out to potential employers to seek their help with both Supported 
Internships and work experience. It was a mixed response but we had some positive 
conversations with Speke Hall and Cineworld in Speke Retail Park. I will keep you updated 
on the progress that is made, but again we are seeking to change our society and the 
employers’ views of our very talented students! 
 
I also met with the school’s Duke of Edinburgh adviser and I have made a commitment to re-
engage with the award at all levels and embed it into our curriculum offer. This means that it 
will be built into our curriculum from year 9 and all students will have the opportunity to receive 
the full award or sectional awards for every section of the award that they complete. 
 
Next week I am meeting with two of our athlete mentors, Neil Danns and Jenna Downing 
who will be heading up the Wheels Extreme project with Bankview High School. We ran the 
project last year with one of our year 11 classes and it was a real success. This year we will 
be looking to run it with both year 11 classes. I will look to embed this also into the year 11 
curriculum. 

Have a wonderful and restful weekend! 

Mr McVerry, Head of Secondary Department 

E: anthony.mcverry@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

Secondary Department 
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This week we have facilitated two different training sessions for staff. Firstly we have had staff 
attend training on safe driving of our minibuses so we are able to accommodate more off site 
learning for our students. Our second sessions were delivered by one of our Speech and 
Language Therapists Christine Taylor who trained staff on blank levels, narrative and barrier 
games. Feedback from staff was positive and more sessions are planned for later in the 
year. This training will equip staff to support our students more effectively. 
  
In addition this week has seen the launch of a programme of SCERTS training facilitated by 
Miss Grimshaw. SCERTS is an educational model for working with children with ASD and is 
designed to help families, educators and therapists work together as a team to maximize 
progress for students. This training will go on throughout the year and follows a successful 
pilot of the model in the school last year. 
  
This week our Governing Body approved the addition of extra toilet facilities for our Primary 
students and work will be completed by the end of half term. Approval has also been given to 
proceed with the installation of two log cabins in the grounds to be used as a student social 
area, work will begin as soon as plans are finalized. Work is also continuing on our Therapy 
Room and meeting room and decorating is nearing completion, after which it will be fitted out 
ready for therapists to use. 
  
 

  

 

Mrs Michelle Griffiths, Head of HR 

E: michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

 

School Business Support Team 

mailto:michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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We are coming to the end of the first month at Amey, it has been so busy! 
 
As well as settling in to their teams and getting to know different people, the interns have 
made an amazing start on all the tasks they have been given. 

 
On Wednesday they began their Maths and English studies. They have already made a start 
on Employability skills. 

 
On Friday the interns will be helping out with the Macmillan coffee morning event. They will 
be selling (and hopefully not eating too many) cakes and biscuits to raise money for a very 
worthy charity. 
 
Have a lovely weekend! 
 
Mrs P Sumner – Intern Coach 

 

  

Intern News 
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Early Years and Key Stage 1 

Key Stage Leader: Miss O’Neill 
Maria.O’Neill@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 
Everyone in EYFS/KS1 have been continuing the theme of 'Our stories,' we have had a jam 
packed week and even had a cinema afternoon in the hall! In Ireland class we have been 
developing our fine and gross motor skills by threading, stacking blocks, painting and using 
the big sensory equipment in class. Outside we have been making big marks using giant chalk 
and drawing around our friends, throwing and catching the bean bags and climbing and sliding 
on the pirate ship! We have been learning about 'The Giants' who are coming to Liverpool and 
we designed a t-shirt inspired by 'dreams' for the exhibition, lots of paint splats and glitter! On 
Tuesday we celebrated a special birthday in class, Oscar was a big 6! He was so excited to 
have us sing to him and loved the card his friends helped to make. We all enjoyed the party 
food. Have a wonderful weekend!  
 
Wales Class 
We have had a fantastic week this week. We have been learning the story of The Three Little 
Pigs. On Monday we made the three different houses in food technology using Battenberg 
cake, chocolate fingers and Shredded Wheat. We had so much fun problem solving trying to 
find a way to construct the homes. We have been sequencing and retelling the story using 
puppets and have been practicing our fine motor skills. We have been doing lots of 
maths assessment activities which have been really exciting and have designed our own T-
Shirt for the Giant Spectacular next weekend.  
Have a lovely weekend everyone.  
 

 
Key Stage 2 

Key Stage Leader: Mrs Lisa Walker 
Lisa.Walker@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 
This week the students have been finalizing their displays around the Department of the 
country their classroom is named after.  The work is fabulous as we take a tour of Europe, 
North America and South America in our nice bright corridors! This afternoon we participated 
in BBC Get Singing For Music Day promoting music for health and well being - the students 
all enjoyed and it was great to be part of this live National initiative with schools from all around 
the country. Very well done to all 38 of our KS2  students who applied for roles as Student 
Councillors - the standard was amazing, because you are! Mrs Walker    
 
USA Class 
Each week Class USA look at current affairs and news articles, this week we studied an article 
about Elon Musk and the first space tourist planned for 2023! We have examined different 
types of materials in Science this week and identified properties that make materials useful for 
different purposes. In English we have written an original  "Grimm tale" using features from 
the gothic genre and in  ICT we have used the internet to research facts about our class 
country - the USA! We have also had a brilliant afternoon in the sunshine at Lee Park Golf 
Club! Well done Class USA!    
 
 
 
 

Key Stage News and Updates 
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Peru Class 
A great week for Peru Class. We have been reading 'Hansel and Gretel' in our English lessons. 
We have been making our writing exciting by adding adjectives in our work and retelling the 
story in our own words. We have enjoyed some sensory play with gingerbread play-doh and 
a fun 'Hansel and Gretel' PE lesson focusing on movement and direction. Have a great 
weekend everyone.   
 
Brazil Class 
In Class Brazil we have been finishing our tie dye designs for the Giant t-shirt and we are 
excited to see them visiting Liverpool next week. 
We continue to work on our fairy tales; extending our sentences, exploring adjectives to make 
our stories more interesting and then creating our settings on grids to explore with the Bee 
bots. Lots of independent and creative work - well done everyone for your efforts and 
enthusiasm. 
Some of Brazil got to record a short fairy tale including different characters, settings and props. 
We again were working on making our sentences longer and more interesting. It was good 
fun to listen to them being played back. Reading aloud with expression is a great skill. We 
were inspired by watching Hoodwinked which has a great twist on a traditional tale. Well worth 
the watch! 
Following on from Harvest last week we made apple crumble and as we have been working 
on fractions in maths we will be designing and making a pizza next week. I'm not sure what 
fraction of it will be shared though! 
Well done Class Brazil for another good week. 
 
Italy Class 
On Monday Italy class shared their news from the weekend. We looked at lots of photographs 
and videos and what the students in class have been doing. In Maths we continued looking at 
number and counting 1, 10, 100 more or less from any number. In the afternoon we found out 
lots of interesting facts about our class country Italy. We located the country on a map of 
Europe, looked at famous landmarks and recognised the country flag. During our lesson we 
tasted a range of Italian food. We tried meats, cheeses and different types of pasta. On 
Tuesday we started our new book Hansel and Gretel. We read this as a class and talked about 
the setting, the characters and what happened in the story and why. On Wednesday we used 
the bee-bots in computing to navigate from Hansel and Gretel's cottage to the witch’s 
gingerbread cottage. On Wednesday afternoon we went on our school minibus for a tour of 
Liverpool. We looked at lots of places we are going to visit over the next few weeks. On 
Thursday we joined in with our cinema morning and watched Hoodwinked. In Food 
Technology we used biscuits, icing and sweets to create the witches cottage from Hansel and 
Gretel. On Friday collectively as a Department with joined in Make Music with our friends. 
 
Spain Class 
The children in Spain class have had another good week. They have enjoyed learning about 
the story of Hansel and Gretel and in particular identifying the characters and sequencing the 
events of the story. In Science, they have continued their learning about animals and their 
habitats and in thematic sessions have been working hard to identify different landmarks in 
Spain! We have all been impressed with how the class have settled into their routines and 
everyone's positive engagement with "Wake Up Shake Up," sensory circuits and the daily 
mile. 
The children enjoyed watching the film, "Hoodwinks," as part of their curriculum enhancement 
afternoon on Wednesday. 
Well done Spain Class! 
 
 

Key Stage News and Updates 
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Portugal Class 
We've had another very busy week in Class Portugal! We have been learning all about Little 
Red Riding Hood, we've made some great art work and used adjectives to describe the forest. 
This story linked in nicely with our Curriculum Enrichment Day activity - watching 
'Hoodwinked', a movie based on the story. The children found it really funny, as did the staff!  
 
The children have worked really hard in Maths, looking at more and less. They have followed 
Our Golden Rules, not giving up, even when they are not sure of the answer and always trying 
their best! The class team are very impressed by their attitude towards work. 
Have a lovely weekend! 
  
  
 

 
 

 
 
 

  

Key Stage News and Updates 
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Key Stage 3  
Key Stage Leader: Mr Mason 

Ryan.Mason@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 
 
The students in KS3 have been working extremely hard this week, completing lots of work 
linked to our school theme 'Our Stories'. Some classes have been out in the community too, 
visiting supermarkets and cafes, displaying exceptional behaviour that was a credit to our 
school. 
 
A notice for all in relation to our Art Gallery exhibition taking place after half term. If any student, 
across the school, has any artwork they would like displayed in the gallery please bring it to 
Madagascar class and I will make sure it is included! Have a great weekend all!  
 
 
Cape Verde Class 
Cape Verde have tried hard cracking number sequences in maths. Following the theme of 
'biography' the class have created some marvellous settings for stories. In Art we have used 
this idea to produce some strange pictures of faces given a tiny part such as one ear, a nose 
or an eye. Science saw us finding our major muscle groups. 
 
Seychelles Class 
This week we have explored the life of Nelson Mandela and have begun our independent 
research tasks. In Science we have continued to explore healthy lifestyles; learning about the 
benefits of a balanced diet and the importance of muscles. In Geography, we have continued 
to use atlases to locate physical features found on the African continent. In History, we have 
learned about the stories of more individuals in WW1.  Have a great weekend!  
 
Mozambique Class 
A very busy week this week. We have begun to invent our own characters and make up our 
own biographies for them. Some amazing inventive work has been produced and we can't 
wait to put it all into a story. We have learnt about the Jewish festival of Sukkot this week and 
really enjoyed trying on a range of Jewish clothes. We have looked at Jewish symbols and 
have been able to handle a range of Jewish objects such as the Torah scrolls and the 
Menorah. We have begun making our puppets in DT and have used a sewing machine as our 
chosen joining technique. In Science we have continued the theme of healthy eating and have 
also made vegetable soup which was delicious!! A great way to our 5 a day!! In PE our 
basketball skills are improving as too is our confidence using our own voices in music. We 
have all tried out the microphone and some of us have even sang part or a whole song. 
Amazing pictures have been produced in the style of Van Gogh and this week we have 
concentrated on the picture 'Starry Night' Our Spanish is improving and we can greet each 
other and we know a range of colours. Wow what a busy week!!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Key Stage News and Updates 
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Key Stage 4 
Key Stage Leader: Miss Dallas 

Katie.Dallas@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 
 
Papua New Guinea Class 
PNG have had a great week we have been studying The Raven and have been looking at 
different types of fuels in Science. In History we have been studying the legend of King Arthur 
and trying to decipher between fact and fiction by having some interesting debates! In Maths 
we have been working on out budgeting skills by working with a budget for our very own 
Hollywood blockbuster film.  
 
Cuppa New Guinea has been as busy as ever with record orders this week! Our cheese and 
bacon toasties have been a hit! 
 
Australia Class 
This week in class Australia, we have been looking at writing our own newspaper articles to 
link in with our theme this term. The students first looked at the features of a newspaper and 
then used this to help them write their own. The class focused on the story of 'The Tell-Tale 
Heart' and reported on the gruesome murder that took place in the story. The students have 
made a great start and this is something we will continue with next week.  
 
Class Australia have also been learning and perfecting the skill of column subtraction, this is 
something the students found quite tricky at the start of the week, but with a bit of practice and 
hard work, they soon managed to work independently and perfect their subtraction skills- well 
done class!  
 
Samoa Class 
This week Samoa have completed writing their creative fairy tales! Everyone has used their 
imaginations and had some fabulous ideas. We have typed them up and printed them off on 
A3 and we have made illustrations to accompany them and create a new display outside our 
class. Mya has astounded us with her brilliantly written tale. We have learnt about decimals 
and place value in maths, and made some tasty pizzas in food technology after walking to 
Tesco to purchase ingredients. We studied King Arthur in history, and learnt all about 
fertilisation in science - some excellent comic strips produced and a couple of giggles! Brilliant 
work.  
  
Christmas Island Class 
Christmas Island students have continued to develop their own fairy tale this week, in line with 
this half terms subject; Our Stories. We completed a very important ICT lesson on Internet 
safety with particular focus on the dangers of social media. We will be revisiting this as the 
year progresses. We are studying the story of Pocahontas in History. Some of our lads needed 
to be convinced that it was actually a true story, probably something to do with Walt Disney's 
decision to incorporate a talking tree to the story. 
 
Wishing everyone a good weekend 
  
  

 

  

Key Stage News and Updates 
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Key Stage 5 
Key Stage Leader: Mr Davenport 

Paul.davenport@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 
 
New Zealand Class 
This week we have continued our scouseification of Romeo and Juliet as our student rewrite 
the bards work. Students have read Act 1 and we are moving into Act 2. Our star crossed 
lovers have met for the first time and the play has been brought to life by George, Jarule, 
Chantelle and Dylan. To paraphrase Shakespeare, ‘All the class is a stage and the students 
merely players.’ 
 
We have surveyed the school as part of our Harry Potter themed Halloween party and the 
students have been shopping and cooking as part of the Potato Enterprise. Students have 
been planning journeys using bus timetables to see how to get into town and then using this 
as part of our gym trips.  
 

Movie odd facts of the week 
 

The suits worn by actors playing Wookiee’s in Star Wars films are made of real human hair. 
Humphrey Bogart’s character Rick never said, “Play it again Sam.” The actually line is, “You 
played it for her, you’ll play it for me. Play it!” 
George Lucas had a dog called Indiana. This provided the name for the title character Indiana 
Jones and is an in joke in the third film, ‘The last crusade,’ where you learn Indy’s real name 
is Henry and that Indy chose to call himself after the dog.’ 
The actress Phoebe Waller Bridge was motion captured to play the robot L7 in the Star Wars 
film, ‘Solo.’ She is also the writer of the current BBC hit TV series, ‘Killing Eve,’ and before 
Hollywood called was in contention to be the new Doctor in ‘Doctor Who’ before Jodie 
Whittaker was chosen.  
 
Tasmania Class 
This week in Tasmania we have been independently researching, planning and creating pizza 
in our food technology lesson. We have made enough for us to taste in school and to take a 
slice home for our families to look at what we had made. 
In English and Art we have been looking at ourselves and the meanings of our names. We 
have been researching what our names mean in English and Greek then we have written all 
about it. During art we designed a picture of ourselves in the style of Gaudi. This was recreated 
by using mosaic cards for half of our faces. During ASDAN we have been looking at the 
different activity groups within our community and explored facilities and adventures they have 
to offer. 
 
Fiji Class 
Our week began with the delightful smells from our Fiji Master Chefs who created BBQ chicken 
wraps! Their confidence in the kitchen is building more and more each week, both with making 
the foods and trying them! Fabulous efforts from the Fiji kitchen this week! 
As our topic this term is Our Stories, we’ve been concentrating on self-portraits in Art and on 
Tuesday we had a look at Antony Gormley’s Another Place statues, they were made in his 
image. We will be using the information that we found on Friday in our Art lesson to create our 
own models of ourselves out of clay. Continuing with the Our Stories theme in English, Fiji 
interviewed a member of their families about when they were little so they could include any 
memories they had forgotten into their autobiography. Their stories are coming along 
brilliantly!  
  

Key Stage News and Updates 
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Early Years and Key Stage One 

Ireland Lucas Rosenthal  

Wales  Oscar Connor  

Key Stage Two 

Peru Joel Grainger 

Portugal Joshua Iyen  

USA Marcus Karran 

Brazil Joe McManus  

France Jacob Bennett 

Canada  Jack Lowther 

Spain Alfie Doran 

Italy Sam Hogan 

Key Stage Three 

Madagascar Marcel Gawronski 

Seychelles Paul Connor 

Cape Verde Alfie Taylor 

Botswana Leon Lynes 

Mozambique Kai Denny 

Malawi Levi Burnett-Egeonu 

Kenya Harley Simon 

Key Stage Four 

Australia  Elliot Ko 

Papua New Guinea Luke Rigby 

Samoa Mya Summerskill 

Christmas Island Luke Maguire 

Key Stage Five 

New Zealand Chantelle Nicklin-Harvey 

Tasmania Aaron Lu 

Fiji Oliver Maxwell 

Students of the Week – Week 4 
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Week 4 in pictures 
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Week 4 in pictures 
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Our academic year 2018-19 term dates are available on our website: 
 

http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/ALS-Term-Dates-2018-
19.pdf 

 
Please note planned early finishes and closure dates, as known at present: 

 
TERM 1: 

Staff training day: Monday 3 September 2018 – school closed to students 
October Holiday: Monday 22 October 2017 to Friday 26 October 2018 

 
TERM 2: 

Early finish on Thursday, 20 December 2018 at 1:30pm 
Christmas Holiday: Friday 21 December 2018 to Friday 4 January 2019  

Bank holidays:  
Tuesday 25 December 2018 - Christmas Day  

Wednesday 26 December 2018 – Boxing Bank Holiday 
 Tuesday, 1 January 2019 – New Year’s Day 

 
TERM 3: 

February Holiday: Monday 18 February 2019 to Friday 22 February 2019 

 
TERM 4: 

Early finish on Friday, 5 April 2019 at 1:30pm 
Spring Holiday: Monday 8 April 2019 to Monday 22 April 2019  

Bank holidays:  
Friday, 19 April 2019 – Good Friday  

Monday, 22 April 2019 – Easter Monday 

 
TERM 5: 

Bank holiday:  
Monday, 6 May 2019 – Early Bank Holiday Monday 

May Holiday: Monday 27 May 2019 to Friday 31 May 2019 
 

TERM 6: 
Staff training day: Friday 12 July 2019 – school closed to students 

Staff training day: Monday 22 July – Wednesday 24 July 2019 – school closed to students 
Summer Holiday: Thursday 25 July 2019 

Bank holidays:  
Monday 26 August 2019 – August Bank Holiday 

 

 
Key Diary Dates for the remainder of the year can be found on our website, 

under the EVENTS tab: 

 
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/events/

Key Diary Dates 

http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/ALS-Term-Dates-2018-19.pdf
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/ALS-Term-Dates-2018-19.pdf


 

  

Head’s Weekly Newsletter 

Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

KEY DIARY DATES - TERM 1 - 35 days 

WEEK NUMBER W/C Date Event Comment 

5 Mon 1.10.18 1.10   

Tue 2.10   

Wed 3.10  09:00-12:00 - CAMHS Consultation Clinic  

Thurs 4.10   

Fri 5.10  Departmental Assemblies 

9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department 

10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department 

 9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning 

 GIANTS EVENT – coming to Liverpool 

 School Health Team in school 

Assemblies and Coffee Morning 

are open to families. Parking is 

available on site on a “first-come-

first-served basis” only. No 

photography permitted. 

6 Mon 8.10.18  8.10   

Tue 9.10   

Wed 10.10  09:00-12:00 - Staff SALT Consultation  Clinics 

 09:00-12:00 – Staff Flu Vaccinations 

 

Thur 11.10   

Fri 12.10  CHRISTMAS CARDS COMPETITION 

 Moderation Day 1 

 Departmental Assemblies 

9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department 

10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department 

 9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning 

 

Assemblies and Coffee Morning 

are open to families. Parking is 

available on site on a “first-come-

first-served basis” only. No 

photography permitted. 
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7 Mon 15.10.18 15.10  Term 1 - Festival of Learning & Parental Consultation 

 09:00-12:00 Flu Vaccinations Reception to Year 5 
(Conference Room) 

 Seeing is Believing for Governors 

 

Tue 16.10  Term 1 - Festival of Learning & Parental Consultation 

 Seeing is Believing for Governors 
 

Wed  17.10.18  Term 1 - Festival of Learning & Parental Consultation 

 Seeing is Believing for Governors 
 

Thurs  18.10.18  Term 1 - Festival of Learning & Parental Consultation 

 Seeing is Believing for Governors 
 

Fri  19.10.18  Term 1 - Festival of Learning & Parental Consultation 

 Seeing is Believing for Governors  
 

Fri 19.10.18   Departmental Assemblies 

9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department 

10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department 

 9:30-11:00  Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning 

 Teachers’ PM meetings completed 

 END OF TERM 1@15:15  

Assemblies and Coffee Morning 

are open to families. Parking is 

available on site on a “first-come-

first-served basis” only. No 

photography permitted. 

OCTOBER HOLIDAY: Monday, 22 October to Friday, 26 October 2018 
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