Head’s Weekly Newsletter
Issue 5, 5 October 2018

Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Dear Students, Families, Colleagues and Friends
Welcome to today’s issue of the Head’s Weekly Newsletter!
I am really excited to write to you today to share the news published this week.
Abbot’s Lea School was nominated and has now been shortlisted for a prestigious Educate
Awards in the category of Outstanding Teaching of Life Skills.
The Educate Awards is now in its seventh year and is the largest education awards
programme in the North West.
From inspiring teachers, superb support staff to innovative projects across the curriculum,
the awards recognise the work of schools and colleges which are delivering outstanding
education and helping students achieve their full potential.
Since launching in Liverpool in 2012, the awards has grown rapidly, now recognising schools
and colleges right across the Liverpool City Region, Cheshire, Lancashire and Greater
Manchester. It is therefore particularly pleasing that, out of hundreds of nominations received,
we have been shortlisted for the award.
The category shortlist includes:
-

Abbot’s Lea School
Archbishop Blanch CofE High School
Middlefield Community Primary School

The winners will be announced at the annual awards ceremony, which takes place on Friday
16 November at Liverpool Cathedral – I know you will join me in keeping our “collective
fingers” crossed!!!
Despite my joy at the news, whether we win or not, is, in fact secondary – the real winners of
our hard work are the students we work with every day.
Thanks to every member of the school community for helping make Abbot’s Lea the best
specialist school in the world!
I wish you a very good weekend!
Kind regards
Mrs A Hildrey
Headteacher

Care and Safeguarding
Ms Alison Twomey, Head of Care and Safeguarding
E: alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

As we head into the colder months and darker nights, it is not uncommon for students to
become a little unwell with coughs, colds and other seasonal illnesses. Often at these times,
parents and carers use over the counter medicines such as Calpol to provide relief from
symptoms. Due to this, I would like to draw your attention to our Administering Medicines
Policy
The purpose of this particular policy is to ensure that all students medical needs are known,
understood and appropriate provision is put in place to allow them to fully access school life.
Where students require medication to be taken on school site, the policy ensures that this is
done in a safe manner by trained members of staff.
Medicines should only be brought to school if it is detrimental to your child’s health not to have
the medication during the school day. If a prescription requires three doses per day these
should be administered before school, after school and before bed. There is no need for one
of these doses to be administered in school. Where a prescribed medication needs to be taken
4 times per day then the second dose can be delivered by school staff. Written parental
consent is required for any medication that will be administered by school staff. If your child is
prescribed a medication that requires school to administer one of the doses then you will need
to complete a consent form and, in all cases where this is a long-term arrangement, a Health
Care Plan (HCP) will also be completed.
For illnesses such as coughs and colds, school should not be administering Calpol or any
other non-prescription painkilling medication to students. If a student takes a dose of painkilling
medicine before school this should be adequate to last the whole day. Please do not send any
bottles of medicine into school with your child as we will not be able to administer them and
they will be returned home at the end of the day. If you believe that medication is absolutely
necessary, please contact Lisa Sharpe who will discuss the issue in more detail and complete
the necessary paperwork if it is deemed appropriate for school to administer a dose to your
child.
If your child requires emergency medication (perhaps due to an allergy or asthma) then a
Health Care Plan should be developed between home and school. This will clearly state your
child’s medical needs, symptoms, a description of what constitutes an emergency and the
action to be taken if/when this occurs.
If you have any questions about the Administering Medicines Policy or believe that your child
requires a Health Care Plan and one is not already in place, please contact me at the school.
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Autism Research and Development
Ms Micah Grimshaw, Head of Autism Research and Development
E: micah.grimshaw@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Earlier this week I met with Ali McGrath from The Women’s Organisation, based in Liverpool.
We talked about the underrepresented population of females in the autistic community, and
the need to not only raise awareness of the different presentation of autism in girls but to also
raise aspirations for all girls and women in special needs educational settings. Often I worry
that there is limited expectation on these girls and underestimation on their capabilities.
The Women’s Organisation currently works with women from diverse communities, to inspire
and enable them to become ‘economically active and personally fulfilled’ by providing training
opportunities, changing societal perspectives and influencing policy, as well as many other
proactive projects. They are ultimately seeking to bring about positive change, which is
something we at Abbot’s Lea School are extremely passionate about.
This year we will be looking at how we can organise and develop clubs for girls to be provided
with a space where they can enjoy connecting with each other, as we recognise that they may
not ordinarily have the time to do so when class-based. I plan to work with our girls to identify
how they can be better supported in life and arrange for a visit to The Women’s Organisation
to meet with some inspirational women who through personalised support went on to become
successful social entrepreneurs.
During some of my class visits last week I asked female students if they would be interested
in a girl’s club. The response was extremely positive and one male student in Botswana
explained that it is definitely needed because boys massively outnumber girls at Abbot’s Lea
School (30:218). He suggested that that this was because autism is more common in boys,
and was keen to find out more about the theory of ‘camouflaging’ as I talked about in a previous
newsletter.
Personally, I am looking forward to meeting with a wide range of professionals from special
needs schools across Merseyside in November when I will be delivering a 4-hour workshop
on Autistic Women and Girls. I believe that raising awareness on any given topic is most
successful when real stories and lived perspectives are shared. I would be most interested in
hearing from families of autistic girls who would like to share their growing-up experiences.
Your stories will help to guide others along their path to better understanding a lost community
who may have yet not been identified as being autistic, or are feeling unsupported and in some
cases even isolated.
I can be contacted any time on: micah.grimshaw@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Primary Department
Mr Scott-Scarth, Head of Primary Department
E: dean.scott-scarth@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

This week in the Primary Department has been very important in the development of the
student's independence and development of their life-skills. On Wednesday a group from
across the school, including the School Councillors from the Primary Department (Joe and
Molly), attended the Diana Award Anti-Bullying Ambassador Event. Students from schools
(Mainstream and Specialist) across the city came together to discuss Equality and Diversity,
tolerance and how we can make communities safer and more enjoyable to live in. Molly and
Joe were fantastic advocates for the students in the Primary Department and we are very
thankful and proud that they represented us with such maturity.
The Giants finally arrived in Liverpool yesterday. The students of the Primary Department
attended a football event in Princes Park, encountering a giant sandal that had been discarded
by a giant. The event, sponsored by Liverpool and Everton Football Club Foundations involved
specialist and mainstream schools from across Liverpool. The students had a wonderful time
and regaled me with tales of their goal scoring exploits when they returned. I have it on good
authority that Isobella scored, as described by staff, "an absolute screamer" (That means it
was a great goal. Well done Isobella.
Today the students are visiting Princes Park to meet another of the Giants. This schools event
is a wonderful introduction to this year’s story, the last in a trilogy. It is an important and
valuable opportunity for our students to experience the diverse culture that Liverpool has to
offer and to begin to develop stories to tell.
The opportunity for students to be "out and about" in the city this week has been fantastic. It
has been a rich variety of opportunities to make themselves heard at the anti-bullying event,
to get active at the football and to breathe in culture at the Giants event. This was all kick
started with a joining together to sing in the hall with Mr Flanagan at the BBC Sing event.
Next Friday will be the "Kick Start" event for our Travel to Tokyo event. A letter will be sent out
to families outlining the event and inviting you to assembly on Friday 12 October to begin our
active lifestyles drive.
Have a great weekend. If you are going to see The Giants, enjoy the experience, take lots of
photos and send us your stories.
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Secondary Department
Mr McVerry, Head of Secondary Department
E: anthony.mcverry@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

With the arrival of the Giants this week, we have had a very busy and productive week in the
secondary department. I want to start by congratulating a number of students who represented
the school at The Diana Anti-Bullying Award Event this week. It is a project aimed at raising
the awareness of anti-bullying within society and something that we are very passionate about.
Our secondary department representatives were;
Jack Evans (Madagascar)
Paul Connor (Seychelles)
Thomas Mahon (Australia)
Owen Green (Australia)
George Weston (New Zealand)
Chantelle Nicklin-Harvey (New Zealand)
All were a credit to the school and enjoyed being part of such a big and recognised event, in
fact Paul Connor was put forward as a School Ambassador for the award – congratulations!
Thank you also to Miss Purcell, Miss Hughes and Mrs Jones for supporting the students.
Some of our Key Stage 3 students embraced the visit of the Giants this weekend by playing
football with the giants in the park and other classes visiting the mysterious arrival of the giants
sandal down at the Albert Dock, if you are joining the giants this weekend I hope you enjoy it
and I look forward to talking to the students next week about it.
This week I represented the school at a Liverpool Learning Partnership committee group
supporting students who need more, it gave me a good insight into what projects we can get
involved in locally and regionally to bring about positive change for our students. I will keep
you update on anything we choose to get involved in.
I also met with Ms Armstrong from Bankview High School and two of our external athlete
mentors Niel Danns and Jenna Downing, who we have worked with in the past. We have
committed to a year 10 project based around mentoring and building resilience. This was
something that we ran last year and it was a great success, once I have more details I will let
the families of those students involved know.
I also met with Jimmy Holland, the Food for Thought gardener this week, last year we ran a
project in Key Stage 3 that was based around growing food and educating those students
about careers that they could undertake within this area. This year we have decided to spread
the project out across key Stages 2 to 5 giving the students the chance to complete the John
Muir award for doing this. This means that they have to discover a wild space, learn about it
and share it with others; a really exciting project that will be starting within the next few week.
Have a wonderful weekend and if you are going to join the giants, enjoy it.
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School Business Support Team
Mrs Michelle Griffiths, Head of HR
E: michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

This week I attended the Liverpool School Business Managers Association Conference at
Anfield (following a miserable night at Goodison!).
It was a productive day involving updates on safeguarding and safer recruitment, legal updates
affecting schools and an update on both the teachers’ pay award and how the second year of
the support staff two year pay agreement will be implemented Council wide.
Much to think about and work on! It was also great to catch up with colleagues from other
schools.
Our SCERTS training programme has continued this week with very positive feedback from
staff. Further sessions will be programmed throughout the school year.
We have appointed two Teaching Assistants this week to provide temporary cover for
maternity leave, start dates to be confirmed.
Hope everyone enjoys their trip to see the Giants this week and has a great weekend.
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Noticeboard
HEADLICE
A case of head lice has been reported in the school last week
As this type of infestation can be easily picked up, it would be advisable to check your child’s
hair each night this week.
There are two different methods of treatment:
-

One is to use the ‘wet combing’ method
The other is to use the specialist lotion or spray which can be obtained by prescription
from your family doctor or over the counter at the chemist/supermarket medication
section.

It is advisable to check your child’s hair on a regular basis, at least weekly and, if required,
treat the child and anyone else affected in the family home repeatedly.

FESTIVAL OF LEARNING
We have sent letters to all families this week with an invitation to join us
during the last week of this term for a celebration of students’ learning.
This is a new and exciting initiative inspired by last year’s success of the Primary Department’s
end of term showcasing of students’ work. This year – it is a whole-school Festival of Learning!
Our theme this term is “Our Stories” and you will be amazed at the breadth and depth of our
thematic curriculum!
Please contact reception to book a slot – you will be able to see your loved one’s work and to
have a look at the work of students in other (older) age groups.
Call: 0151428 1161 or email: reception@abbotsleaschool.co.uk and our team will book a slot
that suits you. Places are limited to prevent over-crowding and to allow you to enjoy the
exhibition and a chat with a chosen staff member. Parking will be limited and only available
on a first-come/first-served basis. We look forward to seeing you soon!

KEY DIARY DATES 2018-19
All Key Diary Dates are available for you to view on our website.
You can find them by following these steps:
www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk  EVENTS  Key Diary Dates 2018-19 (subject to change)
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Festival of Learning
Dear Families
Re: Festival of Learning: Term 1
I am writing to invite you to our inaugural Festival of Learning event taking place during
the last week of this term. This is a new initiative aimed at sharing the joy of learning and
our students’ wonderful achievements.
From Monday, 15 October until Friday, 19 October 2018, our Primary and Secondary
Departments will be transforming Abbot’s Lea House into an oasis of learning, with
students’ work displayed throughout the area. The theme of this Festival is Our Stories,
transporting you into a world of fairy tales, folk tales and local myths.
The event is spread over the whole week and will exhibit work from the whole school in a
colourful and engaging collection of learning undertaken by your sons and daughters this
term.
This exhibition of student work will be available to view, by appointment, on the following
dates:






Monday, 15 October 2018 - between 9:30 and 11:30 am
Tuesday, 16 October 2018 – between 9:30 and 11:30 am
Wednesday, 17 October 2018 – between 9:30 and 11:30 am
Thursday, 18 October 2018 - between 9:30 and 11:30 am
Friday, 19 October 2018:
 for the families of the students in the Primary Department from 10:00-11:00
 for the families of the students in the Secondary Department from 11:00 12:00 (please note that the Secondary Departmental Assembly will be 10:3011:00 that day)

To enable each family to view the exhibition in comfort, we are limiting the places
each day and operating a booking system. Please indicate your preferred date and
time for a visit by either:
-

emailing your preferred date and time to reception@abbotsleaschool.co.uk or
calling 0151 428 1161 and booking your visit directly.

Our students and staff will be very proud to display their term’s work for you to enjoy so
please come and see what your loved one has been learning this term! If you cannot make
it this time, there will be other opportunities at the end of each of the six terms. Term 2
Festival of Learning will take place on 17-19 December 2018 with the details to follow.
Yours faithfully

Mrs A Hildrey
Headteacher
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Noticeboard
OUR FUNDRAISING EFFORTS
Our Parent Teacher Association (PTA) – FAB! is a body working hard to
support our School Development Plan priorities and raise funds for
Outdoor Learning Project. Every member of the school staff and every
member of the students’ families is automatically a member of FAB!
We have clear plans to purchase Primary Outdoor play equipment (badly needed!) this term,
complete the Outdoor Cabin space for the socialising zone (we are at the final stages of
specification now) and to roll out the well-researched and specified Forest Schools set up.
I want to thank all members of the PTA for the amazing work they do and to encourage all
new staff and parents to get involved. Lisa Sharpe, Family Adviser is the school coordinator
of FAB and can be contacted via email: lisa.sharpe@abbotsleaschool.co.uk or by phone
01514281161
In the meantime, our area of direct donations is as follows:
1. Books
We need is to collect as many good quality reading books, suitable for children, teenagers and
young adults.
We are looking for donations of books in good condition with no writing within. New unwanted
or donated books are also very much welcome!
Please send any donations to Reception where we will quality assure them and, if suitable,
direct them to the compatible Key Stage. If we find donations not to be suitable for our school
use, we will donate the books to the local charitable organisations who will, no doubt, find
them a good new home.
2. Play equipment
-

Good quality Early Years toys and play equipment
Balls – all sizes and types are welcome
Badminton sets
Drawing chalk
Parachute (think: play, not aviation )
Board games (complete sets)
Floor games (complete sets)
Any other nice equipment for students of all ages!

Thank you in advance!
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Noticeboard
SCHOOL PROSPECTUS
We are in the final stages of designing our school’s Prospectus. As
“pictures speak louder than words”, you will see some lovely images of
our students and staff working together in the Prospectus which will take
on two formats: a traditional printed Prospectus and a short film
showcasing what we do here.
Whilst I hope you would be as proud as can be to have your son or daughter feature in these
publications, I want to assure you that we have received your permissions and will only
feature identifiable pictures or videos of those students for whom we have your explicit
permission. We are aware that there are sometimes reasons greater than simply a personal
preference in these matters.
If you have not yet returned your data collection form, please may I ask that you do so as a
matter of urgency as the form holds other relevant data processing agreements necessary for
our effective work with the personal data.
The photography selection and the actual filming will take place during the Festival of Learning
and we would love to hear from any parent who would like to take part by giving positive
testimonials of their experience of Abbot’s Lea.
Please contact Kim Adair to find out more. Kim.adair@abbotsleaschool.co.uk or 01514281161

ASSEMBLIES
As ever, families are always welcome to join us for the weekly
departmental assemblies:
-

Primary Department Assemblies take place each Friday, 9:30-10:00am
Secondary Department Assemblies take place each Friday, 10:00-10:30am
CHANGE OF TIMING:
SECONDARY DEPARTMENT ASSEMBLY ON FRIDAY, 19 OCTOBER

The Secondary Department’s Assembly will take place at 10:30am on
Friday, 19 October 2018.

JOB OPPORTUNITY
Job Opportunity for a Carer on Direct Payments.
10 hours per week (Monday – Friday, 15:15 - 17:15)
Working with a 15 year old young person (male) who has ASD.
The role will involve collecting from ALS, taking the young person to enjoy activities within
the community, i.e.: bowling, trampolining, restaurant, cinema, etc.
For further details, please contact Jane on 07851516787
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Book Appeal
We are always looking to expand our library areas in school! If you have any books that your
children have finished reading at home and you are able to donate to our Book Appeal, they
would be very much appreciated!
We would welcome books in good condition that:
- have all the pages
- have not been written in
- have covers that are intact (not torn)
- have spines that are still strong
We do not need:
- Annuals
- Comics / magazines
We would love more fact books but please only current editions ... information moves on
quickly in Atlases and Encyclopaedias!
Examples of great books for us are those by the authors:

















Julia Donaldson
Tony Ross
Judith Kerr
Shirley Hughes
Oliver Jeffers
Michael Morpurgo
Roald Dahl
Jacqueline Wilson
Oxford Reading Tree
Frank Cottrell- Boyce
David Walliams
Diary of A Wimpy Kid
Skullduggery Pleasant
L. Pichon (Tom Gates)
Barrington Stoke
J.K.Rowling

Plus many more!!
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First World War Centenary
As a school we are leading a ‘Remembrance
installation’ project for everyone to get involved in to
mark the 100 year anniversary of the First World
War ending.
We would like everyone in all classes to make as many
poppies as they can and we need plastic bottles!
We only need the bottom part of the bottles so if
you can cut them off and send them in that would be
much appreciated.
Thank you, Ms Maria O’Neill
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Key Stage News and Updates
Early Years and Key Stage 1
Key Stage Leader: Miss O’Neill
Maria.O’Neill@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Our key stage has been over-run with little elves making shoes this week! Our next story this
term 'The Elves and the Shoemaker.' Everyone in both classes have been getting very creative
designing their own shoes and sequencing the story.
In Ireland class we have been making some giant shoes for our display, they look like they
belong to our Liverpool Giants! Each week in PE we have been focusing on sensory circuits
and in week 5 everyone is getting used to the different stages. We have very skilled jumpers,
climbers and crawlers in class Ireland. On Tuesday we went on a bus journey through our
local area to look at all the different types of houses and we all really enjoyed it, we did some
fab sensible sitting. In circle time this week we have been reading our new book, discovering
items in the mystery bag and playing memory games, which the pupils now play with each
other during their choose, which is super! We have been learning to take turns and ask for
things we want and remembering our golden rules. Have a lovely weekend and enjoy the
Giants!
Wales Class
We have been reading the story of The Elves and the Shoemaker this week. We wrote some
fantastic sentences using colourful semantics (this is a colourful way of structuring sentences).
We are getting so much better as we have been using finger gym a lot. We used our Science
lesson to talk about seasonal change and dressing the elves in the appropriate clothes for the
Autumn season. In our Art lesson we have been decorating shoes of all different kinds using
lots of different types of textures and materials! During our Maths lessons we have been
having lots of fun counting with the water beads and in Geography we have continued our
work on our homes. We used lots of fantastic adjectives to describe our bedrooms.

Key Stage 2
Key Stage Leader: Mrs Lisa Walker
Lisa.Walker@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
An amazingly busy and fantastic week! On Wednesday, along with six students from the
Secondary Department, four of our KS2 students attended The Diana Award Anti-Bullying
Ambassador Training. Over the next 3 months the students, led by Mrs Orme and Miss Purcell,
will be working across the whole school to gain this prestigious award for our amazing and
inclusive school. All students enjoyed the event and came back full of ideas and enthusiasm
to build on our already embedded sense of well-being and share this across the City!
Yesterday, ahead of the Giant's arrival in Liverpool today some of our KS2 and KS3 were also
invited to a Giants Football Event at Princes Park! The event hosted by @LFCFoundation
Open Goals Project and supported by Everton and Tranmere Rovers gave our students the
opportunity to participate in coached sporting activities with the teams amazing
coaches. Project Co-ordinator Rob Fairfield for Open Goals has kindly offered to work with us
to improve our provision further....watch this space!
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Key Stage News and Updates
Today three Key Stage 2 classes are revisiting Princes Park to watch the Giants arrival in the
Liverpool Schools Giants Picnic Area. All classes have created artwork to the Giant Dreams
Sinking Sails Exhibition which focuses on aspirations, dreams and ambitions with collective
pieces from schools all around the City. The work is currently on display at Mann Island from
04 -28 October 8am - 6pm. Our amazing Abbot's Lea Giant T-Shirts are part of the Giant's
Sail. If you have opportunity call in and take a look, all KS2 classes will be visiting as part of
community trips over the next two weeks. Mrs. Walker 😊
USA Class
This week we have completed our work on The Grimm Brothers (although by popular demand
until the end of term we will continue with their tales in shared reading at the end of the day!)
We have learnt about the features of an informal letter as we wrote a letter to a character and
in our science work we have continued to look at materials we have considered the properties
of a Ginger Bread House ... and made our own, fit for a witch ! Brilliant work Class USA , very
well done ! Mrs. Walker 
Spain Class
The children in Spain have had a fabulous week and have enjoyed learning about the
traditional tale, "The Frog Prince." They have found the characters in the story, recalled key
events and sequenced the story. In Mathematics, the children have been counting in steps
of 2, 5 and 10 and have made great progress in counting on beyond one hundred. Throughout
the week, we have been focusing on completing a range of art projects based on the traditional
tales of Brothers Grim.
Well done for a great week everyone!
Italy Class
Italy have had a great week! The pupils have all tried really hard during our number work in
Maths. We have been using the Numicon tiles to recognise odd and even numbers. In English
we have started a new book 'The Elves and the Shoemaker'. We talked about the characters,
where the story was set and the beginning, middle and end of the story. In Art we designed
our own shoes and decorated them using a range of different materials. We transferred our
designs to a piece of scratch art paper. The results were fantastic. We have displayed these
designs in our classroom so we can share our excellent talents. In Science we have continued
with our materials topic and we talked about properties of materials. Our favourite is stretchy!
In PE we completed a movement activity for gymnastics. We used our bodies to move in
different directions. During Food Technology we made shoe shaped biscuits and iced them,
adding a range of decorations. Well done class Italy.
Canada Class
We have been on a visit this week to see the legend giant from Hale Village, The Child of
Hale. The pupils learnt about the giant and visited the statue of him, his cottage and his grave.
The pupils then wrote a recount about their visit and looked at the story of David and Goliath
in RE. We then compared both of the giants. In our Art lesson we drew pictures of the Giants
and in Computing we typed up our work to practice our typing skills. There were some lovely
ideas and everyone did really well at this. Canada class have been working hard this week on
number bonds in Maths and were very enthusiastic bingo players. In Computing Canada
class directed bee bots to Grandma's house in the woods from the story of Little Red Riding
Hood.
Canada class are very excited to be taking part in some great opportunities this week at a
football event and our class visit to the Giants of Liverpool. Jack Byrne also did our class proud
as our Ambassador representing school at the Diana Trust anti-bullying event. Well done Jack!
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Key Stage News and Updates
Brazil Class
We have been busy in class as well as out of school this week.
Our week started with our first trip (well done everyone!) out to visit Hale village. We had been
reading the fantastic book The Cautionary Tale of the Childe of Hale, a local "giant" which
fitted in well with Our Stories theme. We were fascinated to work out how he was born in Tudor
age and died in the age of the Stuarts. It was even better to see the actual house where he
lived (with the windows where his feet poked out) and the statue of him in the village.
We earned our reward; a trip to the park. Brilliant behaviour Class Brazil. Back in school we
were inspired to write poems about our own imaginary giants.
Our maths work on fractions continued, using the numicon to help us work out fractions of
numbers. We used our knowledge of fractions when we made our pizzas, working out how to
share the ingredients into fair shares. Some brilliant tasting too!!
We have continued with our social communication games which help us to listen to each other
and we had fun learning about germs and staying healthy with Ms Boyle.
Joe McManus represented Abbot's Lea at the Anti-bullying training on Wednesday in his first
role as a KS2 Pupil Councillor. Well done Joe, a great role model.
Joe and Isobella were selected to represent Abbot's Lea at the Giant's football training on
Thursday. Again a great opportunity to learn new skills, have fun and demonstrate to all how
Abbot's Lea pupils are good sports! Well done you two.
On Friday we are off to the big event of seeing the Giants themselves in Princes Park- but
more of that next week.
Portugal Class
We have had a great week in our class! On Tuesday, the Big Bad Wolf broke in and we had
to find clues and evidence to send to the police, including a crack the code! Thankfully, he
was caught! The children were shocked by the mess he had left, but were great helpers in
cleaning up.
We have also retold the story of Red Riding Hood and the children did amazing writing. They
all tried very hard and did not give up!.
We look forward to next week - have a nice weekend!
France Class
This week France class has been learning about Hansel and Gretel. We have role played the
story which was a lot of fun. We have also made a gingerbread house and made our own
gingerbread people from scratch and we followed a recipe. On Wednesday we had a picnic
like the one Little Red Riding Hood took to her grandma. Well done France class, another
super week!
Peru Class
We have had another fab week. We have continued with the story of Hansel and Gretel and
have designed our own gingerbread houses which links in wonderfully to our science topic of
Materials and their Properties. The students have been working with Numicon to support their
learning in our maths lessons and we are now all fantastic with our number bonds. We had
lots of fun learning new greetings in our French lesson and enjoyed showing our different facial
expressions to play guessing games. Well done to Peru class for continuing to work hard and
trying our best at making good choices. Have a lovely weekend.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 3
Key Stage Leader: Mr Mason
Ryan.Mason@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Wow, another fantastic week in Key Stage 3! The students have enjoyed fantastic learning
opportunities, they have been out into the community experiencing shopping opportunities, outdoor
leaning, visits to see the Giants and some students represented Abbots Lea at the Diana Trust
Anti-Bullying initiative. We have had a fantastic week all round! I would like to remind students that
any entries to the Art Gallery that is taking place on Tuesday 30 October until Saturday 03
November. More details regarding the event at Calderstones Art gallery will be distributed next
week via a letter and parent mail. Have a great weekend!
Seychelles Class
This week in Seychelles we have continued to explore physical features of Africa using a
combination of maps, atlases and independent research. We also interpreted climate graphs in
different African nations. We have continued sequences and multiplication in Maths; introducing a
little algebra to calculate the nth term. In Science we have continued our healthy lifestyle topic by
looking at the functions of organs in the human body. Next week we will be exploring Black History
month by introducing significant individuals in the civil rights movement.
Mozambique Class
Another busy week making things and learning new things. In Science we have looked at the
effects of sugar on our bodies and have had a quiz to find out how much sugar is in everyday
products. Some surprises there!!! We have continued our stories in Literacy and have
concentrated this week on story settings. We will be constructing the whole story next week and
are looking forward to it. In Maths We have consolidated our number learning and have enjoyed
using the computers to support learning. In Geography we have learnt about African cultures and
have had the opportunity to handle African items and musical instruments. We have all had a go
at the talking drum which we found amazing and the finger cymbals. We have also learnt about
the 7 continents of the world and we are now loving looking at maps!! In History we have studied
the biography of Mary Anning and have enjoyed looking at a range of fossils. We have completed
our own self-portraits in Art and have finished making our bird feeders in DT.
Botswana Class
Botswana have had a great week. We have continued discussing the media during English lessons
and have focused on newspaper writing, specifically facts and opinions. In Maths we have
continued with division and in Science we have begun looking at the life cycles of plants.
Madagascar Class
Another busy week for Madagascar class. The pupils have enjoyed learning about the life of
Mahatma Ghandi in R.E, continuing on from our theme of ‘influential people’. The pupils have
particularly enjoyed our music ‘Just Dance’ lesson where we were all learning to move to the beat!
We have also had a lovely walk to Calderstones Park this morning, with one pupil even conquering
his fear of dogs. We’re all looking forward to another fun filled week!
Cape Verde Class
Cape Verde have been trying to extend their use of descriptive language. We produced a fantastic
setting for a story based around an old house before producing our own. This led into some
interesting comic strip stories based on our settings. Food tech is focusing on basic savoury meals,
the pupils may not like everything but they have been able to cope superbly with their cutting,
grating and handling hot pans safely. PSHE saw us discussing people’s rights and going on to
produce some colourful posters around celebrating and acceptance of the LGBT community. They
look fabulous.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 4
Key Stage Leader: Miss Dallas
Katie.Dallas@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Australia Class
We have spent some of this week looking at features of newspapers and have even written
our own articles about the murder that took place in Edgar Allan Poe's 'A Tell Tale Heart'. In
Maths we continue to work on addition and subtraction to 4 digits! We enjoyed making our
own cooked breakfasts this week in food technology. Our highlights were learning how to
scramble eggs and working well in our teams. Thanks again to Papua New Guinea for
delivering our cafe this week.
Papua New Guinea Class
PNG have been continuing with the gothic theme by creating our own stories. We have studied
the elements of the gothic genre and explored different settings for inspiration. In Science we
have been studying the effects of air pollution; we studied leaves for pollution particles and
wrote an analysis of our different findings. In ICT we have been budding property
entrepreneurs searching the property market online catering to different customer
specifications.
Cuppa New Guinea has been as successful as ever receiving probably the best feedback yet
from Hao in Tasmania class ‘Very nice 10/10 Genius New Guinea!’ Maybe we need to rename
our cafe!
Samoa Class
The highlight of our week this week has been creating our fairy tale display in the KS4/5
building. Our stories and illustrations are all on display outside our class and we have received
lots of compliments about how good they look. Fantastic work Samoa! The class team were
so impressed in English this week with Samoa's simile and metaphor work. They were
amazing. We have continued looking at chronology in citizenship and learnt about the legend
of Robin Hood in history. We produced a wanted poster for Robin Hood's crimes, Lewis P's
was brilliant! In ICT we have been learning how to filter search results to find house prices in
different UK towns, great pair work and communication from everyone. In Science, we have
looked at the different stages of pregnancy and in food tech made some extremely nice
chocolate chip cookies after a walk to Tesco! We are definitely getting better at following
recipes independently. Finally, we would like to say a huge THANK YOU to our next door
neighbours PNG for their cafe. We LOVE Thursday mornings and have included a picture of
some of our pupils enjoying their orders!
Christmas Island Class
This week in Christmas Island the students have been very busy! We have continued learning
about the history of Pocahontas and began making our own Dream Catchers keeping with the
theme of our topic in history. We’re using a selection of beads, feathers and lots of brightly
coloured paints! They are all looking amazing so far!!!
In food technology this week the students all followed their own instruction leaflet and
independently made Rocky Road cakes! They all did so well and the cakes looked absolutely
delicious! Well done everyone!
We continued with our Maths and English lessons, learning about significant figures in maths
and writing own fairy tales in English.
Finally to end the week, in P.E we had a fantastic game of Rounders with Papa New Guinea
which the students all thoroughly enjoyed and had lots of fun with some healthy competition!
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 5
Key Stage Leader: Mr Davenport
Paul.davenport@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
New Zealand Class
This week New Zealand class have been continuing our preparations for our Halloween enterprise.
We surveyed staff and have tabulated the findings into a spreadsheet which we then turned
into graphs. Our potato enterprise continues to grow and students are gaining valuable business
and customer service skills.
In English we have continued to read Romeo and Juliet, and we have tried our hand at various
types of poetry. From haiku's at first we have progressed to sonnets, and we have composed a
poem that acts as a mini biography! We have also continued with our gyms trips and eating out in
town. Today, as part of our using community facilities lessons, we went to Woolton Cinema to see
'Solo' and then went to Princes Park to view the 'Giants' on their final trip to the city.
General
Hugh Bard College have an Open evening at their Balliol Campus on Thursday 18th October from
5-7pm.
LIPA have an Open day on Saturday 13th October. Please use the following link for more
information
https://www.lipasixthformcollege.org/open-days-2019






Odd Facts of the week
All polar bears are left-handed.
In Egypt from around 1500 B.C., a shaved head was considered the ultimate in feminine
beauty. Egyptian women removed every hair from their heads with special gold tweezers
and polished their scalps to a high sheen with buffing cloths. Mr Shen could have made
a fortune!
Allegedly no word in the English language rhymes with month, orange, silver, or purple.
The closest to orange is 'door hinge'. If someone tells you 'nurple' is a word please do
not believe them.
David Bowie used to think he was being stalked by someone dressed like a giant pink
rabbit. Bowie noticed the fan at several concerts, but then became alarmed when he got
on a plane and the bunny was also on board.

Fiji Class
Fiji have had a lovely week this week! We started by making spaghetti Bolognese...we had some
extra ingredients so made some for a few staff’s lunches and they gave us brilliant reviews! Our
cooking skills are getting better and better each week and our confidence is growing so much! On
Tuesday we went to Abakhan’s to choose out fabrics to make our cushions. We had to think about
how much material we needed and how much it cost! We all picked the colours we liked and we
began making our templates on Wednesday. On Thursday we had our gym adventure. We are
continuing to develop our independent travelling skills and our confidence at crossing the roads
and using the bus is increasing each week.
Tasmania Class
In Tasmania this week, we've started on our art project of making masks. These are going to be
based on a book character that we will be reading in English. In food technology this week, we have
made some cupcakes. We independently weighed and measured out the ingredients, followed the
instructions and created delicious chocolate chip cupcakes. We went back to the library for another
visit to return our books that we borrowed a couple of weeks ago and pick up another one. Hope
everyone will enjoy the exciting Giant weekend!
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Students of the Week – Week 5
Early Years and Key Stage One
Ireland

Ted North

Wales

Kaiden Devine
Key Stage Two

Peru

Madeleine Drost

Portugal

Stephen Cassidy

USA

Sonny Wrigley

Brazil

Lewis Woods

France

John Archer

Canada

Ethan Holmes

Spain

Jack Colclough

Italy

Imogen Johannessen
Key Stage Three

Madagascar

Alison Crellin

Seychelles

Charlie Newman

Cape Verde

Nathan Potter

Botswana

Euan Lee

Mozambique

Kellsie Davies

Malawi

Kyle Pickett

Kenya

Arshia Sakhaei-Nejad
Key Stage Four

Australia

Nathan Brown

Papua New Guinea

Lucas Howard

Samoa

Nathan Green

Christmas Island

Daniel Hurst
Key Stage Five

New Zealand

Daniel Bend Guthrie

Tasmania

Tom Reed

Fiji

Sam Smith
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Week 5 in pictures
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Week 5 in pictures
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KS3 students playing football with trained Liverpool, Everton and Tranmere coaches at
Princes Park - this had a Giants twist as the Giant sandal was there and students took shots
at the sandal!
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Key Diary Dates
Our academic year 2018-19 term dates are available on our website:
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/ALS-Term-Dates-201819.pdf

Please note planned early finishes and closure dates, as known at present:
TERM 1:
Staff training day: Monday 3 September 2018 – school closed to students
October Holiday: Monday 22 October 2017 to Friday 26 October 2018
TERM 2:
Early finish on Thursday, 20 December 2018 at 1:30pm
Christmas Holiday: Friday 21 December 2018 to Friday 4 January 2019
Bank holidays:
Tuesday 25 December 2018 - Christmas Day
Wednesday 26 December 2018 – Boxing Bank Holiday
Tuesday, 1 January 2019 – New Year’s Day
TERM 3:
February Holiday: Monday 18 February 2019 to Friday 22 February 2019
TERM 4:
Early finish on Friday, 5 April 2019 at 1:30pm
Spring Holiday: Monday 8 April 2019 to Monday 22 April 2019
Bank holidays:
Friday, 19 April 2019 – Good Friday
Monday, 22 April 2019 – Easter Monday
TERM 5:
Bank holiday:
Monday, 6 May 2019 – Early Bank Holiday Monday
May Holiday: Monday 27 May 2019 to Friday 31 May 2019
TERM 6:
Staff training day: Friday 12 July 2019 – school closed to students
Staff training day: Monday 22 July – Wednesday 24 July 2019 – school closed to students
Summer Holiday: Thursday 25 July 2019
Bank holidays:
Monday 26 August 2019 – August Bank Holiday

Key Diary Dates for the remainder of the year can be found on our website,
under the EVENTS tab:
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/events/
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Head’s Weekly Newsletter
KEY DIARY DATES - TERM 1 - 35 days
6

Mon 8.10.18

8.10

Tue

9.10

10.10 headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
 09:00-12:00 - Staff SALT Consultation Clinics
Mrs Wed
Ania Hildrey, Headteacher,
 09:00-12:00 – Staff Flu Vaccinations
Thur

11.10

Fri

12.10



CHRISTMAS CARDS COMPETITION



Moderation Day 1



Departmental Assemblies
9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department
10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department

7

Mon 15.10.18

Tue

Wed



9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning



Term 1 - Festival of Learning & Parental Consultation
Student work available to view by appointment from 09:30-11:30



09:00-12:00 Flu Vaccinations Reception to Year 5 (Conference Room)



Seeing is Believing for Governors



Prospectus Filming - tbc

16.10



Term 1 - Festival of Learning & Parental Consultation
Student work available to view by appointment from 09:30-11:30

17.10.18





Seeing is Believing for Governors
Prospectus Filming - tbc
Term 1 - Festival of Learning & Parental Consultation
Student work available to view by appointment from 09:30-11:30



Seeing is Believing for Governors

15.10

Assemblies and Coffee
Morning are open to
families. Parking is
available on site on a
“first-come-first-served
basis” only. No
photography permitted.

Thurs

Fri

18.10.18



Term 1 - Festival of Learning & Parental Consultation
Student work available to view by appointment from 09:30-11:30

19.10.18






Seeing is Believing for Governors
Extended Twilight Session – Lockdown briefing and practice
09:30 – Brazilian Visitor to Class Brazil
Term 1 - Festival of Learning & Parental Consultation
Student work available to view by appointment:
Families of students in Primary between 10:00-11:00
Families of students in Secondary between 11:00-12:00

Fri

19.10.18




Seeing is Believing for Governors
Prospectus Filming



Departmental Assemblies
9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department
10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department
Please note that the Secondary Departmental Assembly will be
10:30-11:00 that day



9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning



Teachers’ PM meetings completed



END OF TERM 1@15:15

Assemblies and Coffee
Morning are open to
families. Parking is
available on site on a
“first-come-first-served
basis” only. No
photography permitted.

OCTOBER HOLIDAY: Monday, 22 October to Friday, 26 October 2018
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