Head’s Weekly Newsletter
Issue 7, 19 October 2018

Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Dear Students, Families, Colleagues and Friends
Welcome to the last edition of this term’s newsletter – a publication aimed at bringing you the
latest developments, news, updates and notifications.
We have reached the end of the first term. Seven weeks of staff’ hard work and students’
immense efforts came to fruition this week with the most wonderful Festival of Learning. This
whole-school celebration of our students’ achievements has been simply superb.
I want to thank every member of the school team for their efforts in making learning irresistible
and inspiring our students to learn so much in such a short space of time.
It has not always been easy, but, as they say, nothing that is worth having comes easy!
There is a lot to celebrate already this academic year: we have a number of new students who
settled admirably to Abbot’s Lea – either as the first ever formal school setting or a transfer
from elsewhere. Internal transitions have also been vast and I was most impressed with last
year’s Primary students starting in Year 7 this year. You are all stars!
We also have a number of new colleagues who joined us this year and I am really pleased to
see so many of them already taking a lead on a range of activities and projects – fantastic
start to career at ALS!
There is, however as ever, more to do and, following the holidays, we will return to school on
Monday, 29 October 2018 for Term 2, of six, to carry on “doing good”.
Whilst for most of us, this will be the opening of another chapter, it is also time to thank others
for their service to the school. Cllr Wendi Simon, Deputy Mayor of Liverpool City Council, will
be leaving our Governing Body to focus fully on her busy day job. On behalf of the whole
school community, I want to thank her for many years of voluntary service to the school. She
has been key in providing support and assistance in many a complex matters to me and my
predecessors and has remained our keen supporter in all that we do. Thank you very much
for your time, Wendi and we will keep you posted with all of the future developments. Cllr
Simon was a Local Authority Appointed Representative and I am in communication with the
LCC to appoint her successor – I will update you as soon as a suitable candidate has been
selected.
Lastly, I wish you all a very well-deserved break next week!
Kind regards
Mrs A. Hildrey
Headteache

Care and Safeguarding
Ms Alison Twomey, Head of Care and Safeguarding
E: Alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Last week I held a really important and productive meeting with Sarah Harper a Mental Health
Promotion Worker at Merseyside Youth Association (MYA). Sarah worked with Abbot’s Lea a
couple of years ago when she was working on the ‘Whole-School Approach to Mental Health’
report. One of the recommendations from the report was to develop training and resources
for school staff to enable them to support children with their mental health. MYA has since
developed an evidence-based training programme for school staff called ‘The Roar Response
to Mental Health in Primary Schools’. This has been delivered to over 70 primary schools in
Liverpool so far and feedback has been extremely positive.
I met with Sarah to discuss developing a SEND version of the course. MYA wanted to link with
professionals who work with children or young people who have SEND to help them shape
the development of a new course. I was delighted to be asked and was joined by Maria O’
Neill and Lisa Walker, Key Stage Leaders in the Primary Department.
One of my frequent frustrations is the lack of SEND specific publications for special schools
to use. Many organisations develop programmes and resources for schools to use but these
are generally aimed at ‘Primary’ or ‘Secondary’ schools. This means the resources may not
be appropriate to use with our students. The ‘Roar Response’ course is a good example. It is
an excellent resource and has been hugely successful in mainstream schools. However,
although some of the materials can be used by our teachers the entire course is underpinned
by Cognitive Behaviour Therapy (CBT).
CBT is the most common therapy used to treat mental health conditions and is hugely
successful. It is an approach which relies on the participant being able to understand what
their ‘difficulty’ is and be able to consider alternative ways of thinking about it. A well-developed
‘theory of mind’ is therefore needed and this is why CBT doesn’t work very well with anyone
diagnosed with ASC. MYA understand that their resources don’t currently meet the needs of
our students and are proactively re-writing the course to suit children and young people with
SEND. I wish more companies recognised this need and created SEND specific resources.
MYA are hopeful that the SEND specific course will be completed within 3 months and I offered
the opportunity to pilot the new resources in our school before the final version is printed and
distributed. Once completed, this new resource will be a fantastic addition to the excellent
work we already deliver to promote good mental health and emotional well-being in our
students.
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Autism Research and Development
Ms Micah Grimshaw, Head of Autism Research and Development
E: micah.grimshaw@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

This week I want to use my piece in the school newsletter to say thank you to the staff, pupils,
governors and even some families who have made me feel extremely welcome during my first
term at Abbot’s Lea School. I have enjoyed spending time talking to all members of the school
community individually, in classes and during whole school activities.
I have thanks to the teachers and students from Ireland, Wales, USA, Portugal, Peru and Italy
who contributed to the first research project of the year, led by Natalie Richards from Lancaster
University. I look forward to hearing Natalie’s findings and recommendations for supporting
students learning new vocabulary. I also want to give thanks to other classes that have shown
a keen interest to get involved in other research projects that will enhance our knowledge
about autism, including sensory and dance intervention.
I have enjoyed spending time in classes and seeing the practical activities all students take
part in, from making jewellery in Malawi to writing biographies in Fiji. Out of school grounds, I
have thanks to the students on supported internships at Amey who have inspired us all to
believe that there really is no limit to what can be achieved with the right opportunities
presented to us.
I have huge thanks to the staff that have given up their time to work with me on other projects
that will promote great consistencies in our environments and use of resources. Particularly
Miss Rachel Wah, Miss Lauren Kuya and Mr Joseph Bijster who have worked with me to think
about how the specialist food technology room can be developed to continue supporting the
outstanding teaching of life skills. Which reminds me, I also have thanks to New Zealand for
my weekly baked potato and Papua New Guinea who make great cheese toasties and hot
chocolates!
Whilst the majority of staff and all students will be taking a week to recharge their batteries,
before another term of exciting learning and preparation for life beyond school, I will be
meeting with a number of local and regional organisations to ensure that Abbot’s Lea School
remains at the forefront of innovation and positive change in the field of Autism.
I hope everyone has a good rest and I look forward to seeing everyone back for a second
term.
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Primary Department
Mr Scott-Scarth, Head of Primary Department
E: dean.scott-scarth@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

This term has been an action packed and thrilling journey through Our Stories. The students
began by telling their own story, completing Family Trees and talking about their own families.
This was developed to include dazzling Home School Projects, many of which were displayed
in our Festival of Learning.
Students took a trip through tales of the Brothers Grimm, learning about The Elves and the
Shoemaker, Rapunzel and the Three Little Pigs in addition to a myriad of other stories.
Students made porridge, crafted shoes and built Rapzunel's tower, complete with Rapunzel
peeping from the window.
In Liverpool, The Giants came to visit. We linked the visit of the Boy Giant and his Dog to a
visit to Princes Park to see him dance and play before he enjoyed a long snooze. Our students
mixed with other schools and visitors to Liverpool from far and wide and served as
ambassadors. They were an excellent advertisement of the impact of all of your hard work at
home, the sterling work of the staff in school and the tenacity and resilience of the students
themselves to keep going and not give up on making personal progress and social gains.
The development of independence and lifeskills has been in sharp focus this term. The
students have been discussing ways to keep themselves safe, both physically and online.
They have discussed physical health and ways to get active. Abbot's Lea School have taken
their first steps in their Travel to Tokyo, a sporting scheme designed to get students and
families involved in physical activity, and to raise awareness of the Olympic Games in 2020.
This is complimentary to the range of other "get active" initiatives that we have running through
the department, e.g. Golf, Cycle Riding, The Daily Mile and Wheels Extreme.
The Festival of Learning has been a resounding success this week. Abbot's Lea House has
been buzzing with enthusiasm and delight as families have viewed and appreciated the
students work that is on display. Work from across the school has been skillfully distributed
throughout the building, demonstrating the hard work and exciting learning that our students
have engaged in this term. Thank you to those families that could visit us this week. We extend
a warm welcome to you for our Christmas Festival of Learning and invite those who were not
able to join us this time around.
At the end of this action packed and busy term, thank you for all you support and hard work,
have a great Half Term Holiday and stay safe.
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Secondary Department
Mr McVerry, Head of Secondary Department
E: anthony.mcverry@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

I cannot believe that we are already a sixth of the way through the year, this term has flown
by and so much has already happened and so much more is yet to come. We ended with our
first ever Festival of Learning Event and it was so refreshing seeing all of the hard work that
the students have showcased for our families this week. It was so nice to see so many from
across the school looking at the progression through the Key Stages.
I had the pleasure of showing our Chair of Governors Mr Rohit Ramesh around on Wednesday
afternoon, he was blown away with what was on offer and how diverse the work was from
across the school.
I want to personally thank the staff from across the department for their hard work this half
term and their dedication to the students, you know I appreciate every single one of you and
the work you put in day in, day out for our students, thank you!
This week our students have also been enjoying a range of offsite activities including Pumpkin
Picking at Kenyon Hall Farm, ready for the Halloween party on the 31 October, led by Mr.
Davenport and the Key Stage 5 team. Our Key Stage 3 and 4 football teams have been out
this week representing the school in their respective Merseyside leagues for the first round of
matches.
We now have a range of young entrepreneurs across the department with New Zealand class
providing staff with hearty baked potatoes each Wednesday, Papua New Guinea running their
Cuppa New Guinea cafe each Thursday and now Tasmania class running a staff tuck shop,
brilliant to see and hear about the new and exciting initiatives taking place.
Our Supported Interns have now completed their first term down at Amey and we have been
simply blown away by their progress, Saoirse, Ethan and Niall, you are a credit to yourselves
and the school, well done all three of you. Next week I will be joining 15 members of the Amey
team in developing our allotment area, look out for the pictures the first week back.
I have also started with Liverpool John Moore's University, acting as a Liaison Tutor for five
trainee teachers across Merseyside and the Wirral, it has been good to get out and offer some
practical advice and support to the students on their journey.
Please also join our Key Stage 3 led imitative at the Reader Art Gallery in Calderstones Park
the first week back. Thank you to Miss Roscoe-Calvert for leading on this initiative and making
it happen.
I hope everyone has a wonderful break and thank you for all your support over the past seven
weeks.
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School Business Support Team
Mr Andrew Cocklin, Head of Finance and Operations
E: andrew.cocklin@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

This is my first newsletter entry for a while after being off on paternity leave. We had a baby
girl, Sophia, and my wife and I couldn't be happier, although some more sleep would be nice.
Whilst I was off it was great to see, via social media, all the amazing work that was going on
in school. The variety of lessons and activities that students have been undertaking is
fantastic and the progress of our students on work placement at Amey should be an inspiration
for all our students and parents alike.
On a personal note, our Administration Apprentice (and ex-student), Ross, has proven to be
a real asset to Abbot's Lea. Since he started in September, the progress and development
that he has made has surpassed all of our expectations. His confidence seems to increase by
the day and the quality of his work is always impressive. Hopefully this will be the start of a
fantastic career for him and he has certainly set the standard for any future apprentices.
I wish you all an enjoyable half term and look forward to seeing everyone back on Monday 29
October.

Mrs Michelle Griffiths, Head of HR
E: michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

This week we carried out a training session and drill for all our employees on the school
Lockdown Procedure. Our lockdown procedure would be used when there is a threat to the
safety of pupils, staff and others in the school, and when it is safer for everyone to remain in
school rather than evacuate. The aim is to keep people safe by confining them to a secure
place of safety.
Situations where our lockdown procedure may be used include:
·
A potentially dangerous person or animal on the school site
·
A disturbance or dangerous situation in the local community that could affect the
school
·
A nearby chemical incident or other risk of air pollution
·
An incident related to terrorism
Following the training we will be making a few tweaks to the procedure and then starting to
discuss with students. Thanks to all the team for their enthusiastic participation!
It is nice to see the house so bright and colourful with all of the students artwork for the
Festival of Learning this week – they all should be proud of themselves and the progress
they have made this term.
Hope everyone has an enjoyable half term break and comes back refreshed for Term 2.
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Noticeboard
JOB OPPORTUNITY
Job Opportunity for a Carer on Direct Payments.
10 hours per week (Monday – Friday, 15:15 - 17:15)
Working with a 15 year old young person (male) who has ASD.
The role will involve collecting from ALS, taking the young person to enjoy activities within
the community, i.e.: bowling, trampolining, restaurant, cinema, etc.
For further details, please contact Jane on 07851516787

Christmas Fair 24th November – Save the date!!
Reminder
The need for Students to wear full school
uniform
Based on previous communication, we
believe that our school uniform is an
important part of our school’s identity and
we are really proud of the way it reinforces
who we are as a community and helps our
students feel proud of the high aspirations
we have for their education experience
and their future.
The smart look the students have chosen
also prepares them for life after school,
where many will be required to dress
more formally in their place of work.
I thank you in advance for ensuring that
your son or daughter are supported by
you to adhere to the school’s uniform
code every day of the school year.
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Transition Team
Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Transition
Team
Transition Team

Team Leaders
Rebecca Ellard
Lindsay Feeney
Advanced Practitioner /
Approved Mental Health Professional
Rachel Plant-Carlyon
Social Workers
Wayne Bassnett
Tracey Cleaver
Kayleigh Cooke
Helen Matthews
Susan Menzies
Joanne Morley
Margaret Murphy
John Shipman
Janet Woodruff
Social Care Assessors
Jitka Broome
Alan Dodd
Kate Maher
Mark Murphy
Jim North
Contact via Careline:
(0151) 233 3800

Liverpool City Council’s Transition Team
is part of Adult Social Care. We aim to
deliver a coordinated multi-agency
support service for young people to
achieve good life outcomes.

What does the Team do?
We assess young people and/or their
carers if they are likely to have support
needs when they turn 18. This is a
Supported Self-Assessment (SSA) under
the Care Act 2014. We aim to help
people take an active part in their own
assessment.

What is Social Care?
It’s often practical support to help grow or
maintain someone’s independence, or
increase their quality of life. If needs are
found that aren’t normally met by social
care, we’ll point you in the right direction.

What are the requirements of the
Care Act 2014?
This Act says local authorities must
assess young people and their carers
(including young carers) where it’s likely
the young person will need care and
support when they turn 18, if it thinks
there is ‘significant benefit’ to them in
doing so. This is regardless of whether
they currently receive any services.

Transition Team
More about the Care Act 2014 is
available at
https://www.gov.uk/government/
publications/care-act-2014-part-1factsheets/care-act-factsheets

How can a young person get an
assessment?

What does the Team do?
 Work with carers, schools, colleges,
health services and the voluntary
sector to identify young people likely to
need adult social care
 Attend careers events, open days and
school reviews, if invited

There are several routes to referral:

 Assess under the Care Act 2014

1. From Children’s Services

 When young people have eligible
needs, we confirm this in writing and
begin planning support with them and
their carer(s)

If the young person is under
Children’s Services and likely to have
support needs at 18, their Children’s
Social Worker will refer to the Team,
sharing relevant information, so that
we can help plan their future.

2. From the young person or
their family, carer or advocate
Young people or their families can
refer to the Transition Team. Those
not currently known to Children’s
Services, who are likely to have
support needs at 18, can be referred
via Careline on (0151) 233 3800.

3. From another agency
Young people not currently known to
Children’s Services can be referred by any
responsible agencies that are aware of
them, e.g. health or education services, via
Careline on (0151) 233 3800.

 When young people don’t have
eligible needs, we give advice and
support to signpost to alternative
agencies that may be appropriate,
such as employment or health
services.
 Once it’s felt that the young person’s
transition to Adult Social Care is
complete, we pass them on to another
team based in their neighbourhood – if
they still require social care.
If you have a question, please call Careline
on (0151) 233 3800.
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19 October 2018
Dear Students
Ref: Writing competition
I write to inform you that we have been awarded £500 by Margaret Bryce Smith Scholarship
for our Secondary Department and we are launching a writing competition with amazing
prizes!
The competition is not mandatory and is open to students in Key Stage 3, Key Stage 4 and
Key Stage 5 only.
The topic of the competition is: “Why

I love Abbot’s Lea School”

The criteria for the entries are:
-

-

It must be written by you and reflect your thoughts and feelings!
No collective/group entries are allowed;
You may ask for someone to proof-read your piece and correct any mistakes;
Your entry must be legible – printed text is preferred, but handwriting, if neat, will also
be acceptable;
Minimum word count is 100. Maximum word count is 500;
You must sign your entry with your full name;
You must supply your entry directly to me by Monday, 29 October 2018, 9:30am;
Entries received after that time will not be considered;
If you are unable to hand your entry in person on Monday, 29 October by 9:30am, or
you wish to submit it before that date, you may email me directly, signing your email
with your full name: headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
By entering, you and your parents accept that your name will be published, whether
you are a winner or not.

All accepted entries will be published to celebrate your talent. Additionally, there will be two
“runner up” prizes of £100 each and a winning prize of £300 for the top entry.
The decision will be made by the panel made up of Senior Leadership Team during the first
week of Term 2.
Happy writing!!!
Yours sincerely

Mrs A Hildrey
Headteacher
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First World War Centenary
As a school we are leading a ‘Remembrance installation’
project for everyone to get involved in to mark the 100
year anniversary of the First World War ending.
We would like everyone in all classes to make as many
poppies as they can and we need plastic bottles!
We only need the bottom part of the bottles so if you can
cut them off and send them in that would be much
appreciated.
Thank you, Ms Maria O’Neill
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Key Stage News and Updates
Early Years and Key Stage 1
Key Stage Leader: Miss O’Neill
Maria.O’Neill@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
This week everyone in EYFS/KS1 have welcomed proud parents and relatives to school to
see the amazing work we have achieved over this first term. We are very grateful for all of the
support you have given school this term, we have had a fantastic start to the year, thank you!
In Ireland class we have been making full use of all the falling leaves and have included them
in our learning and fine motor skills activities. We have rescued trapped leaves and conkers
using tweezers, we have painted leaves to make patterns and coloured in beautiful Autumn
scenes. We have enjoyed building using lots of different materials, bricks, boxes and wooden
blocks. We have been developing our decorating skills this week by giving our gingerbread
men some lovely clothes and yummy buttons made with icing and gum drops. We have all
settled into our school routine now, we all enjoy taking part in different activities every day and
we have loved reading all of the 'Fairy Tale stories' this term. We look forward to our new topic
'Our World' next term and taking part in lots of different celebrations that are coming up. Have
a lovely mid-term break 😊
Wales Class
We have had another wonderful week in Wales! We have been doing lots of activities based
around Little Red Riding Hood and have been practicing sentence building in our English
lessons. We learnt all about animals that hibernate in science to continue our ‘seasonal
changes’ topic. We loved reading the story of ‘Don’t Hog the Hedge’ about a little hedgehog
who shared his nest with lots of different animals ready for their ‘big sleep’. We painted
beautiful autumn dot pictures and did lots of counting activities with autumn leaves. In our last
food technology lesson of the term, we made delicious chocolate chip cookies. We can’t
believe the first term is over already. The class have all worked so hard and have settled into
life in Wales class so well. Have a lovely, well deserved half term break everyone.

Key Stage 2
Key Stage Leader: Mrs Lisa Walker
Lisa.Walker@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
KS2 have had a fabulous week reflecting on an amazing first term of Academic, Specialist
Support and Development of Lifeskills! We have all enjoyed viewing the "Our Stories" Festival
of Learning Exhibition in The House taking us through the work of KS1 and Traditional Tales,
KS2 The Brothers Grim (we loved Little Red Riding Cap!) and up the stairs to the fantastic
work of the Secondary Department! We have also reflected on the amazing enrichment
activities we have been involved in this term including launching the NHS Bus Brush Scheme
for another year, attending The Diana Awards Anti-Bullying Ambassador Training, hosting a
visit from real-life author Frank Cottrell Boyce, taking part in the National BBC Live Music
Day, taking part in the National Body Coach Live event, viewing The Giants Dream in our City
and not least meeting real life Olympian Beth Tweddle as we launch our part in Get Set Tokyo
Team GB get fit challenge! This week we have been studying equality and diversity in Black
History Month with various activities across The Key Stage.
Next term in "Our World" KS2 students will study the continent of North America including its
physical and human geography and its discovery by Christopher Columbus in 1492! An
amazing term - well done to all! Mrs Walker 
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Key Stage News and Updates
USA Class
We have studied Black History this week with focus in particular on Mary Seacole, Rosa Parks
and Martin Luther King. The student’s empathy and understanding has been outstanding and
all made a Peace Flower piece of artwork. We finished our materials topic in Science studying
the work of John Loudon McAdam and his impact on road surfaces around the world. A
fabulous first term, well done boys! Mrs.Walker ! 
Portugal Class
We’ve had a great week and a great first term in class Portugal! We have completed the theme
of Our Stories and look forward to next term’s theme of Our World!
This week the children have enjoyed learning about Sleeping Beauty and looking at different
perspectives such as studying the movie Maleficent. The children made comparisons and
looked at the characters from each story.
It was also great to see so many families join us for our Festival of Learning!
We are very proud of what the children have achieved this term and hope they and their
families have a restful half term break!
Brazil Class
We have been super stars this week; working so hard.
We have enjoyed researching Black History Month and discovered finding out about amazing
role models that have achieved great things. We wrote short biographies about them on the
laptops. We also welcomed a visitor to class, Ms Murphy's niece from Brazil called Babi. She
taught us a lot about Brazil: how Brazil is separated into different zones (or biomes) and we
got to see some of the fascinating creatures that live in the different biomes. We were sorry to
learn that many of them are endangered. She explained some history too how Portuguese
explorers came to Brazil and settled there which is why Portuguese is spoken in Brazil. We
have written Thank you letters to Babi and hopefully she will visit us again soon.
We went shopping in Tesco for class snack items and enjoyed a visit to the cafe. Great
behaviour everyone.
Getting into the Halloween theme early we have been drawing strange looking pumpkins and
enjoyed making toffee apples (although some of us opted for chocolate coating instead!)
A great half term of work and behaviour Brazil .have lovely well-deserved holiday.
France Class
This week France class have been reading The Elves and the Shoemaker. We have enjoyed
writing book reviews and sequencing the story. In Maths we have been looking at odd and
even numbers and even went on a trip around Liverpool to see if we could find any odd and
even numbers. We made Rice-Krispy cakes to see how fun it is when we all take turns and
work together as a class. In P.E we enjoyed sensory circuit and completing different sensory
activities. Well done France Class for a great term! You have all worked very hard this term.
Enjoy your break and we will look forward to seeing you next term.
Canada Class
We have continued to work hard for the final week of what has been a fun filled and amazing
first term. All the pupils have worked extremely hard and this has been shown in our Festival
of Learning Event this week. We started off the week by making gingerbread houses from
Hansel and Gretel. Canada class enjoyed eating these! They have also been learning about
beat and rhythm and impressed Miss Abbott with their musical talent on the bongo drums. We
have also summed up our topic of the Brothers Grimm fairy tales and created our own
adventure/fairy tale stories. Canada class have wonderful imagination! Well done Canada,
class and enjoy the half term holiday.
Spain Class
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The students in Spain class have had a lovely week and have embraced learning and
celebrating Black History Month. Everyone has enjoyed learning about highly successful
athletes, the location of the countries from where they originate and iconic individuals who
have spoken out against the majority to promote world peace. The students have made a
wonderful display of peace signs and a tree to promote equality and peace within our school.
In Literacy, the students have enjoyed developing their understanding of phonics and have
enjoyed reading and finding new words and sounds using scooter boards, playing twister,
using sensory slam balls and creating graphemes out of playdough! In Mathematics, the
students have been working hard to consolidate their number bonds to 10, 20, 50 and 100
with the help of Numicon.
Towards the end of the week, the students went out on their first minibus trip of the school
year. It was a pleasure to take all the students off site and to see how fantastically well behaved
everyone was on the minibus.
Well done Spain class for a fabulous first term back at Abbots Lea School. You have all worked
incredibly hard. Enjoy a well-earned rest!
Peru Class
We have had a wonderful week full of learning and fun. We finished off 'Our Stories' theme
reading 'The Frog Prince'. As it is Black History Month, we have been learning about diversity.
The students made fantastic pictures in our art lesson showing how good it is to be different.
In maths, we have been learning the language of more and less and using this language as
much as we can throughout the school day. The students loved learning all about the rainforest
in our thematic lessons and produced some beautiful work. Well done Peru. Have a lovely half
term every one.
Italy Class
We have had a lovely week to finish off our theme 'Our Stories'. We have been celebrating
our success through the Festival of Learning. Thank you to all the parents who came to visit
school and have a look at our fantastic work we have completed this term. On Monday we
started a new number topic in Maths; ordinal numbers. We put ourselves into position using
our ordinal number cards. In English we have been reading the book 'Beauty and the Beast'
In Food Technology we decorated cakes using a red rose, just like the roses that grew in the
garden from the story. On Tuesday during PE we played some games. We enjoyed working
as a team to play catch the tags and moving the parachute in different directions. On
Wednesday afternoon we went to Garston Park. It was great fun and all the pupils were
fantastic! On Thursday we celebrated Black History Month. We found out lots of facts about
Martin Luther King JR.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 3
Key Stage Leader: Mr Mason
Ryan.Mason@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
We have had a great end to our first term this week with the students engaged in a wonderful
array of activities to develop their learning and life skills! There has been some wonderful
moments of learning this term and it has been our pleasure to invite the parents of KS3 in to
view some of the amazing work that their children have completed this term as part of the 'Our
Stories' theme. Everyone truly has worked so hard and I for one am looking forward to what
next term has in store for us as we embark upon another term of learning, immersed in our
next theme of 'Our World'. I hope you have a wonderful half term break and look forward to
beginning a new term with renewed energy and passion for learning.
Malawi Class
For Art this week, Malawi class looked at a few different styles: the students studied and
adopted the aboriginal art style of using many brightly coloured dots on dark backgrounds to
create eye-catching pieces. This is Lexie’s own creation of a Slinky (from Toy Story) Dog, but
as a female!
The class also did their own self-portraits using mirrors. Here are Charlie Gilvary’s and Scott
Taylor’s self-portraits and very happy ones, too!
In Music, we listened to songs from different genres and drew how they made us feel,
giving each genre/song a different colour: orange represents Bon Jovi’s Livin’ on a Prayer as
rock, red was for The World’s Greatest by R Kelly (R’N’B) and green was the theme from
Disney’s Beauty and the Beast (classical). Mason Young has produced so many vivid images
showing how different music makes him feel!
Cape Verde Class
Cape Verde had a thoroughly enjoyable Art day on Tuesday with a big mix of different activities
based around the Edward Lear poem - 'The Jumblies'.
The class finished off their science module looking at the body and health with a look at the
effects of smoking cigarettes. Some good discussion and an agreement from all that they
would never smoke.
Using computers the class finished off their portrait work producing some weird and wonderful
pictures of themselves.
Kenya Class
We have been very busy this week, finishing off on the theme of 'our stories '. Tuesday was
all about art as we had a collapsed curriculum day. We took a cross curricula approach and
used our science topic (habitats and food chains) to make micro habitats out of shoeboxes. In
history we finished off our work on black history month and made some fact files about
significant people throughout history; including Nelson Mandela, Rosa Parks and Martin
Luther King to name a few. We have continued to look at Kenya in Geography with a focus
on the Maasai Tribe. We even got to learn the 'jumping dance'.
This term has been busy but fun with lots of learning! Hope you all have a fantastic half-term
break!
Botswana
We have had another good week! This week we have continued with our newspaper writing
in English, division word problems in Maths and experimenting with plants in Science. Mr
Hodgson would also like to say congratulations to all those who participated in the the Key
Stage 3 football team FA league games yesterday!
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 4
Key Stage Leader: Miss Dallas
Katie.Dallas@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Australia Class
Class Australia have been doing lots of Halloween inspired activities this week. In horticulture,
we went to Kenyon Hall Farm to pick pumpkins. The students really enjoyed being outdoors
and choosing their own pumpkin to decorate. Following the theme of Halloween and 'our
stories' students were inspired to write their very own spooky story. Students used their
imagination to come up with an original story line and plot a twist, we can't wait to read the
finished results!
In preparation this year’s Halloween Party the students have been thinking of lots of Harry
Potter themed ideas to make our department look like Hogwarts - we have had lots of fun!
Papua New Guinea Class
This week we have been finishing our fuels and pollution unit for out Science qualification. We
learned about the Earth's atmosphere's composition and also the effect of global warming. We
concluded our Gothic theme in art by creating some spooky silhouette pictures with
atmospheric backgrounds. Cuppa New Guinea has done a roaring trade again this week with
our new sausage and cheese toasties proving to be a huge hit!
Samoa Class
We have had some lovely visits from parents this week to look at the Festival of Learning
Event! We felt proud showing our work off! Our pupils got to grips with some really difficult
concepts in science learning about how the sex of a baby is determined and how
characteristics are inherited. We produced bar charts using Microsoft Excel in ICT and
focused on negative numbers and homophones in English. The highlight of our week was our
Art "Collapsed Curriculum" Day on Tuesday where we finished off making dream catchers,
and made decorations for the KS5 Halloween party - lots of pumpkin lanterns and floating
bats. Well done to Kyle who impressed everyone with his knowledge of every flag in the
world this week to earn pupil of the week!! Hope everyone has an enjoyable half term, happy
birthday Nathan!
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 5
Key Stage Leader: Mr Davenport
Paul.davenport@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Fiji Class
This week started with our Fiji Chefs experimenting with sausage rolls! They made their own
lovely puff pastry and a unique sausage mixture. Some of them decided to add cheese in to
give it a little something extra...delicious!
On Tuesday, Fiji visited the Walker Art Gallery to see the Tudor artwork we have been looking
at in History lessons. We saw a huge portrait of Henry VIII, but we didn’t stay in that room for
long as there was a strange smell of old paint because the artwork is so old! We also saw a
portrait of a lady and her children that was painted in our school in the 1800s!
We spent the day on Wednesday preparing for the Halloween Party we are hosting after half
term. It is Harry Potter themed so we came up with lots of different Harry Potter themed ideas
to decorate our class with.
We are continuing to develop our independent travelling skills by using the bus to go the gym
on Thursday. We are getting more confident and are recognising where we need to get on
and off the bus!
Another great week for Fiji, well done everyone! Have a great relaxing half term!
New Zealand Class
This week we have been writing a detailed film review as part of our Asdan course. The film
was 'Johnny English Strikes again' which students saw thanks to the A.C.E. group at Woolton
Cinema last Friday. We have been completing work on our Halloween party. Our class will be
running the cafe and we have compared the prices between Tesco and Asda for our products
in order to get the best value and the most profit! We have also been developing posters to
advertise the party and making decorations.
We have introduced a 'Positivi-tree' following a suggestion from George W in class. This is a
display of a tree with positive comments written on leaves. Students write these on
Friday when we have our reflections lesson so we can focus on the positive and 'blow away'
the negative! ‘Certainly apt for these windy autumnal months.
Spuddies', our baked potato enterprise continues to go from strength to strength. Baked
potatoes are fast become the new 'in' food for lunch on Wednesday, and for the 'hipsters'
amongst staff it is Vegan friendly.
On a personal note I would like to say a massive thanks to my HLTA and TA in New Zealand
class, Rebecca and Lynn, who have ran things whilst I have been off on Paternity Leave
following the birth of my daughter nearly two weeks ago. You are both brilliant and the school
is lucky to have you both!
Odd Facts of the week
Harry Potter Facts
1) JK Rowling originally intended to kill Arthur Weasley in the Harry Potter books. She changed
her mind when she realised he was the only good father in the books. She then intended to
kill Ron in the final book but changed her mind again, opting to kill off one of his brothers
instead.
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Key Stage News and Updates
2) Rik Mayall was cast as 'Peeves' in the Harry Potter films, however when he said his lines,
the cast would burst into laughter as they found him so funny. After trying several ways to try
and film the scenes they opted to have a crew member say the lines and get Rik to dub them
in. The director decided to cut the scenes as he felt they didn't work but Rik still was paid for
the part.
3) Google has, in its frequently asked questions, "Is Harry Potter a true story?" and "Is
Hogwarts a real school?" I really can't believe someone would ask such a silly question! As I
told my pet unicorn last night, of course it is!!
Other odd facts of the week

4) Mice don't like cheese. They would rather have sweets or carbs.
5) You could power a light bulb with the electricity produced from your brain.
6) Babies learn their parent’s accents whilst in the womb. A French baby has a cry that rises
up at the end whilst a German baby has a cry that goes down at the end.
Tasmania Class
In Tasmania this week we have been making chocolate crispy cakes which included us melting
the chocolate to the right temperature then mixing the right amount of cornflakes and rice
krispies into the bowl. We then decorated them with a variety of toppings that we chose. In
order for us to make our cakes we had to travel (walking) to the local Tesco to collect the
ingredients. We split into 3 groups in Tesco and looked at our list to see what we needed to
find in the shop.
On Wednesday we used public transport to travel too and from the gym. On our arrival, we
queued up to pay for our gym/swimming fare independently and we got our own lockers
independently. We will continue to travel to the gym each week using public transport which
we all thoroughly enjoy.
We have continued to read Awful Auntie. Some of the paragraphs have made us laugh, for
example “Dropping stink-bombs from the air at the village’s summer fete”. But the staff have
been told that we need to practice our funny voices.
This week Tasmania has started our enterprise selling products to staff. This has started off
fantastically and is encouraging and enhancing our pupils with their money maths and
communication skills. We would like to thank all of the staff for the continued support.
We hope everyone has a lovely half term.
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Students of the Week – Week 7
Early Years and Key Stage One
Ireland

Oscar Castillo-Sanchez

Wales

Jack Patton

Peru

Jimmy Wang

Portugal

Alfie Henderson

USA

James Farrington

Brazil

Tunji Jones

France

Molly Rigby

Canada

Jack Byrne

Spain

Aiden Edgar

Italy

Charlie Waddington
Key Stage Three

Madagascar

Spencer Sandison

Seychelles

Liam Poxon

Cape Verde

Bobby Moore

Botswana

Charlie Lydiate

Mozambique

Kazie Cole

Malawi

Lexie

Kenya

Karim Smith
Key Stage Four

Australia

Owen Green

Papua New Guinea

Aiden Collins

Samoa

Kyle Peacock

Christmas Island

Chloe Howarth
Key Stage Five

New Zealand

Jarule Browning

Tasmania

Connor Fairbairn

Fiji

Caitlin Brennan
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Week 7 in pictures
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Week 7 in pictures
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Week 7 in pictures
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Week 7 in pictures

Page 25 of 31

Key Diary Dates
Our academic year 2018-19 term dates are available on our website:
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/ALS-Term-Dates-201819.pdf

Please note planned early finishes and closure dates, as known at present:
TERM 1:
October Holiday: Monday 22 October 2017 to Friday 26 October 2018
TERM 2:
Early finish on Thursday, 20 December 2018 at 1:30pm
Christmas Holiday: Friday 21 December 2018 to Friday 4 January 2019
Bank holidays:
Tuesday 25 December 2018 - Christmas Day
Wednesday 26 December 2018 – Boxing Bank Holiday
Tuesday, 1 January 2019 – New Year’s Day
TERM 3:
February Holiday: Monday 18 February 2019 to Friday 22 February 2019
TERM 4:
Early finish on Friday, 5 April 2019 at 1:30pm
Spring Holiday: Monday 8 April 2019 to Monday 22 April 2019
Bank holidays:
Friday, 19 April 2019 – Good Friday
Monday, 22 April 2019 – Easter Monday
TERM 5:
Bank holiday:
Monday, 6 May 2019 – Early Bank Holiday Monday
May Holiday: Monday 27 May 2019 to Friday 31 May 2019
TERM 6:
Staff training day: Friday 12 July 2019 – school closed to students
Staff training day: Monday 22 July – Wednesday 24 July 2019 – school closed to students
Summer Holiday: Thursday 25 July 2019
Bank holidays:
Monday 26 August 2019 – August Bank Holiday

Key Diary Dates for the remainder of the year can be found on our website,
under the EVENTS tab:
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/events/
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Head’s Weekly Newsletter
KEY DIARY DATES - TERM 2 - 39 days
WEEK NUMBER

W/C

Date

8

Mon 29.10.18

29.10

Event


Comment
My Plans © - Term 2 published

 IBSP published
Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Tue
30.10
 09:00-12:00 - Staff SALT Consultation Clinics

Wed

31.10

Thurs

1.11

Fri

2.11



Calderstones Art Gallery – exhibition of students work Tuesday 30
October to Sunday 4 November, 10:00-15:00. Open to all families



Halloween Party

Non-uniform day



Departmental Assemblies
9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department

Assemblies and Coffee Morning are open to
families. Parking is available on site on a “firstcome-first-served basis” only. No photography
permitted.

10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department
9

Mon 5.11.18

5.11



9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning



Lesson Observations Week



Headteacher’s Performance Management Panel

Tue

6.11



Lesson Observations Week

Wed

7.11

Thurs

8.11





Lesson Observations Week
School Improvement Partner – visit 1
Lesson Observations Week

Fri

9.11



Lesson Observations Week



Departmental Assemblies
9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department
10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department



9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning

Assemblies and Coffee Morning are open to
families. Parking is available on site on a “firstcome-first-served basis” only. No photography
permitted.

10

Mon 12.11.18

12.11

Tue

13.11

Wed

14.11

Thurs

15.11

Fri

16.11



Support Staff Performance Management mtgs start



Governing Body Meeting



09:00-12:00 - CAMHS Consultation Clinic



National Autistic Society Inspection Visit and Practice Observations



09:00-12:00 - Staff SALT Consultation Clinics



Departmental Assemblies
9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department
10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department

11



9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning

Mon 19.11.18

19.11

Tue

20.11



Extended Twilight Session – emotional regulation

Wed

21.11



Start of Road Safety Week



12:00-15:00 Educational Psychology Staff Clinic



Support Staff PM mtgs completed



Departmental Assemblies
9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department

Thurs

22.11

Fri

23.11

10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department

12

Sat 24.11.18

24.11

Mon 26.11.18

26.11



9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning



FAB! Christmas Fair

16:30-18:30
All Day

Assemblies and Coffee Morning are open to
families. Parking is available on site on a “firstcome-first-served basis” only. No photography
permitted.

Assemblies and Coffee Morning are open to
families. Parking is available on site on a “firstcome-first-served basis” only. No photography
permitted.

Time to be confirmed
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Tue

27.11



10:00-12:00 - KS5 Parents Coffee Morning

Wed

28.11



09:00-12:00 - CAMHS Consultation Clinic



09:00-12:00 - Staff SALT Consultation Clinics



Departmental Assemblies
9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department

Thurs

29.11

Fri

30.11

10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department

13

Mon 3.12.18

3.12

Tue

4.12

Wed

5.12

Thurs

6.12

Fri

7.12



9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning



School Health Team in school



Moderation Day 2



Departmental Assemblies
9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department
10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department

14



9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning

Mon 10.12.18

10.12

Tue

11.12



09:00-12:00 - Staff SALT Consultation Clinics

Wed

12.12



12:00-15:00 Educational Psychology Staff Clinic

Thurs

13.12



Christmas Production

Fri

14.12



Christmas Production

Assemblies and Coffee Morning are open to
families. Parking is available on site on a “firstcome-first-served basis” only. No photography
permitted.

Assemblies and Coffee Morning are open to
families. Parking is available on site on a “firstcome-first-served basis” only. No photography
permitted.

NO ASSEMBLY
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15

Mon 17.12.18

17.12

Tue

18.12

Wed

19.12

Thurs
20.12.18

20.12.18



Term 2 - Festival of Learning & Parental Consultation



Seeing is Believing for Governors






Term 2 - Festival of Learning & Parental Consultation
Seeing is Believing for Governors
Term 2 - Festival of Learning & Parental Consultation
Seeing is Believing for Governors



END OF TERM 2@13:30

School closes at 13:30
Packed lunch provided

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY: Monday, 24 December 2018 to Friday, 4 January 2019
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