Head’s Weekly Newsletter
Issue 10, 16 November 2018

Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Dear Students, Families, Colleagues and Friends
Welcome to this week’s issue of the Head’s Weekly Newsletter.
Week 10 means that we have completed a quarter of this academic year’s work already and,
in today’s articles, our progress towards our School Development Plan priorities is evident.
Our leadership and management is going from strength to strength and this includes our
Governing Body, whose members engaged in self-evaluation and ongoing leadership
development with a National Leader of Governors who joined our GB meeting this week. I
want to thank the Governors for their time and commitment to our school.
Our teaching is strong and I am pleased to see this recognised and endorsed by the Governing
Body this week.
The specialist support for our students is second-to-none and this, too, has been highlighted
this week – through reflections on the progress made towards development of our Higher
Level Teaching Assistants all of whom are now highly qualified (or just about to become
qualified) with an HLTA Award.
Our Teaching Assistants’ support for the students was picked up as a strength by this week’s
National Autistic Society Adviser (see more in this newsletter) and words such as “buzz”,
“trailblazing”, “leading the way” were used in response to the work done in the classroom.
Our embedding of therapeutic work is also thriving – although more is needed to make it
seamless – and the staff’ engagement with our Educational Psychology, Speech and
Language Therapy and Occupational Therapy colleagues is very encouraging for the future.
The struggle is, as always, time and money – if neither were objects in doing even more, we
would be the first ones to jump at every opportunity out there! The tough reality leads me to
believe that sometimes, less is more and doing fewer things but doing them a lot better is a
much stronger platform to build a long-standing success for the school and all its members.
With that in mind, we will be working very actively to cut bureaucracy and reduce unnecessary
workload of all staff within the school to ensure that our passion for strong leadership,
outstanding teaching, specialist therapeutic support and smooth running of the publically
funded organisation leaves us space to always LOVE OUR JOB!
Please keep your fingers crossed for our school’s Educate Awards ceremony tonight!!!
Kind regards
Mrs A. Hildrey
Headteacher

Care and Safeguarding
Ms Alison Twomey, Head of Care and Safeguarding
E: Alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

This week is National Anti-Bullying week and this year’s theme is ‘Choose Respect’. I am
delighted that 3 of our students have been involved in a ‘Bully Buster’ event this week as the
school continues to work towards achieving the Diana Award. The Diana Award Anti-Bullying
Campaign engages young people, parents and teachers to change the attitudes, behaviour
and culture of bullying by building skills and confidence to address different situations, both
online and offline. Providing our students with a safe and bully-free environment is an absolute
priority and we continually seek to educate students about the importance of being kind. In
fact, our Golden Rules makes this explicit;
Our Code of Conduct: The Golden Rules ©
Be here. Every day…
Work hard and be nice
Never give up on yourself or others
Stay positive and be happy!

Bullying is an issue that never seems to go away and the rise of social media in recent years
has added a new dimension to the problem. Knowing what to do if you suspect your child is
being bullied and how to talk to them can be tricky for families to get right. Fortunately, there
are plenty of websites offering straight forward information on how to approach the topic.
Children often find it hard to talk about bullying because they may feel humiliated, ashamed
or they might be scared of reprisals. You may see signs such as anxiety to go to school, saying
they are ill, bruises that are unexplained or they may isolate themselves socially or online.
If you suspect that your child is being bullied, asking your child outright may not get them to
open up to what is happening. You know your child better than anyone else, so trust your
instincts about taking the best approach. They may not be ready to talk about it, so take small
steps and let them know that you are there for them and can help them no matter what.
Reassure them that you won't jump in and take action without discussing it with them first.
This can go a long way to getting your child to confide in you.
The above paragraph is taken from the website www.bullying.co.uk and I think it’s one of the
best online resources for families to use. They provide practical advice and strategies about
all aspects of bullying, including what to do if your child is a bully. There are plenty of other
websites worth looking at and I’ve listed some of the best at the end of this article.
If you have any concerns that your child may be a victim of bullying, whether online, in school
or in the community please contact their class teacher to discuss your concerns.
www.netmums.com/child/how-to-help-your-child-if-they-are-being-bullied
www.parentzone.org.uk
www.antibullyingpro.com
www.anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk
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Autism Research and Development
Ms Micah Grimshaw, Head of Autism Research and Development
E: micah.grimshaw@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

This week we welcomed our National Autistic Society Accreditation Adviser Mr Knowles into
school for the first of three visits this year.
Mr Knowles was able to fully experience what Abbot’s Lea School has to offer as he visited
a class from each Key Stage, and met with key staff leading on various projects.
Mr Knowles commented positively on the buzz between staff and pupils, particularly during
lessons, where outstanding learning was evidently taking place.
It was also clear to see how therapeutic support is embedded in learning, observing sensory
input activities in different classes.
After visiting the ‘Spud buds’ in New Zealand class, Mr Knowles was very keen to buy a tuna
jacket potato and learn about how students independently carry out tasks from planning, to
buying ingredients and preparing finished products.
Chantelle told Mr Knowles that she hopes to do an apprenticeship in catering one day and
would love to support our own kitchen staff at Abbot’s Lea School.
Mr Knowles was awestruck upon visiting our three hardworking students at Amey.
He watched as Ethan, Niall and Saoirse spoke to visiting pupils from Fiji class about their
experience of work.
Mr Knowles described the project as a trailblazer for the country and has already requested
to revisit our interns in March 2019.
At Abbot’s Lea School, we are committed to providing outstanding education and support to
all of our pupils.
As part of that commitment, we continually self-evaluate our provision to ensure that it is of
the highest standard of evidence-based good autism practice.
Abbot’s Lea School remains an NAS Accredited school and will undergo a reassessment in
January 2019, as we work towards achieving a higher level of accreditation: Advanced Status.
My thanks go to all staff and students for welcoming Mr Knowles and me into the lessons and
I look forward to leading innovation and change with the school team and our partner agencies
and businesses in the coming months.
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Primary Department
Mr Scott-Scarth, Head of Primary Department
E: dean.scott-scarth@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

This week has been themed by activities and thoughts about how we treat others and how
others treat us. Anti-Bullying Week has provided a theme for the Lifeskills work that we carry
out on a daily basis with our students, emphasising the importance of
communication, friendship and family. Our Golden Rules, discussed each week in assembly
and reiterated throughout the week, form a framework of expectations and guidelines for the
students to follow, e.g. working hard and being nice, not giving up on others, staying positive.
It is this explicit teaching of independence and respect that will contribute to our students being
successful members of the community now and in the future.
Across the Primary Department students have continued to follow the current theme, ‘Our
World’, looking at maps of Liverpool, completing jigsaws of the continents and dreaming if far
off and distant places as they navigate their way around globes and atlases. Portugal Class
have visited The World Museum, Liverpool to learn about North America and the development
of the country through examination of artefacts, e.g. Totem Poles.
In Wales Class students were examining Ultra-Violet light, experimenting with different
materials to see if they would glow in the dark, reflect light or absorb it. They also experimented
with different materials, texture and colour, to see if they affected the ultraviolet glow.
The constructors and builders of USA Class engaged in Lego Therapy, working together to
take on different "jobs" in constructing models. Jobs included supplying bricks, building and
managing the project. The group practiced their skills of communication to achieve fantastic
constructions in addition to understanding the social skills of listening, turn-taking and
receiving and giving instructions.
Canada and Brazil Classes were "mindful" this week, participating in Yoga sessions to
encourage them to remain calm for learning and prepare themselves for emotional regulation
and management of their own emotions and behaviour. Students demonstrated positive
thinking to assist them in learning.
Have a great weekend.

Page 4 of 30

Secondary Department
Mr McVerry, Head of Secondary Department
E: anthony.mcverry@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

A really exciting week this week in the Secondary Department with so much going on.
Firstly we celebrated the BIMA Digital Day in Key Stage 4 and 5, with all students engaging in
the day. Amanda Follit our Enterprise Adviser was onsite to support the students with their
designs and pitches on the day. I want to thank Mr Davenport and the key Stage 4 and 5 team
for their organisation of the day. I was showing the Outreach Manager from Liverpool John
Moore's University (LJMU) around and she was really impressed with the engagement in the
conference room.
On that note, some really exciting news, as mentioned Catherin Shillito from LJMU was on
site this week, she was so impressed with the school and the work that we are doing with
regards to life skill development and our employability agenda. As part of the Gatsby
Benchmarks, for which our careers programme is assessed against, we have to engage our
students with Higher Education. I have now firmed up some details with Catherine and can
confirm that in the New Year, all of our year 9 to 14 students will have the opportunity to visit
a LJMU campus and experience a morning or day in the life of a students. This will include a
campus tour and lectures. A really exciting development for the school and next week I am
meeting Janine Omar from The University of Liverpool to see what projects we can develop
there, both primary and secondary.
On Wednesday our troop of Dutch Farm volunteers took part in their second week of activities.
Again another cross departmental initiative that brings together the whole school. The students
have really enjoyed their time down on the farm so far and I want to thank all of the staff
involved in supporting the growth of this project.
I also had the privilege of showing our NAS Adviser, Mr Jonny Knowles our three amazing
Supported Interns down at Amey, supported by Mrs Sumner. Words such as 'trailblazers' and
'outstanding' were used to describe the project. We will also be showcasing what we are doing
with the Department for Education representatives in early December and I am excited to
share our employability curriculum with them.
Mrs Sumner, our Supported Intern Job Coach returned to school yesterday to deliver two
sessions to our Year 9 students. The aim of the sessions was to raise aspirations and begin
thinking about the transferable skills they will need in the workplace.
Our Key Stage 3 and 4 football teams have also been in action and have represented the
school in a very positive way and our new Key Stage 4 football kit is on its way, in the school
colours.
My assembly this week was based around the national focus for this week, Anti-Bullying. It
was great to discuss and hear from the students their own views and perspectives on things.
They have very open views and they are so in tune with society, it is thanks to the staff within
the department that they have the freedom to express their views, thank you!
Finally three of our students, Mya, Saoirse and Alison supported our Head of Autism Research
and Development at a conference today. They spoke openly with their parents about their
personal journeys as girls with Autism. You are a credit to the school and well done!
Have a wonderful weekend and fingers crossed we come back from the Educate Awards with
an award for the Development of Life Skills within school.

Page 5 of 30

School Business Support Team
Mr Andrew Cocklin, Head of Finance and Operations
E: andrew.cocklin@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

With the FAB! Christmas Fair next week, just a reminder to anyone attending that we do have
limited parking space on the school premises. When parking please be mindful of other vehicle
users and take care not to block access.
Also if anyone is parking in the side streets outside of the school, can you please ensure that
you do not obstruct anyone's driveways or cause any issues for residents.
I will once again be operating the school car park, although I am hoping for not so much rain
as we had last year!
Really looking forward to seeing all the parents, family members, friends and students and
hopefully it is even better than last years, which was pretty amazing.

Mrs Michelle Griffiths, Head of HR
E: michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

I would like to extend a warm welcome to two new employees who are joining the school on
a temporary basis, both covering maternity leave for existing employees. Stephanie Dean has
joined Brazil Class and Laura Lowrie has joined Seychelles Class. Welcome to the Abbot's
Lea team.
This week we have also concluded recruitment for our vacant Teaching Assistant who will
start with us in the next few weeks.
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Noticeboard

JOB OPPORTUNITY
Job Opportunity for a Carer on Direct Payments.
10 hours per week (Monday – Friday, 15:15 - 17:15)
Working with a 15 year old young person (male) who has ASD.
The role will involve collecting from ALS, taking the young person to enjoy activities within
the community, i.e.: bowling, trampolining, restaurant, cinema, etc.
For further details, please contact Jane on 07851516787

Friday 14 December – Christmas Jumper Day

Page 7 of 30

Could You Foster?
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Christmas Fair 24 November 2018
We need your help!
Donations of pre-loved toys, games and DVD’s in excellent
condition, mince pies, raffle and tombola prizes…
all would be greatly received.

Decorate A Christmas Jar Competition 2018!
We are again inviting students to decorate a Christmas Jar and fill it with
up to £1's worth of wrapped sweets - to be raffled at our Christmas Fair.
The children have loved participating over the past two years and we
hope they will again this year.
Instructions:
 fill an empty jar with wrapped sweets up to the value of £1.00
 decorate the jar in a Christmas theme
 put students name and class on the bottom of the jar
 send jars into school on or before TUESDAY 20 November 2018
 there will be one winner per Key Stage to be announced during
assemblies on Friday 23 November 2018
Students can enter as many jars as they would like!
If you have any empty jars at home or would like to
donate any wrapped sweets Class USA will also be
making additional jars in school and would welcome
donations!
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Reminder
The need for Students to wear full
school uniform.
Based on previous communication, we
believe that our school uniform is an
important part of our school’s identity and
we are really proud of the way it reinforces
who we are as a community and helps our
students feel proud of the high aspirations
we have for their education experience
and their future.
The smart look the students have chosen
also prepares them for life after school,
where many will be required to dress
more formally in their place of work.
I thank you in advance for ensuring that
your son or daughter are supported by
you to adhere to the school’s uniform
code every day of the school year.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Early Years and Key Stage 1
Key Stage Leader: Miss O’Neill
Maria.O’Neill@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
This week in our key stage we have been reading the lovely postcards we have received from
friends and family all over the world!
We have had a very exciting week in Ireland class as we welcomed our new friend Archie! He
has settled in really well and has made lots of friends already! In Ireland we have been focusing
on our sound 'a' this week and our number '3' and made number and letter collages using our
new knowledge. We found different ways to show '3' using numicon, dice and foam hands.
Everyone enjoyed our story of the week 'The town mouse and the country mouse' helping us
to recognise different areas and where we live. We explored our globe and worked together
to build a map of the world jigsaw! We also opened out a very big map of Liverpool and looked
closely to see if we could find where school was! We are learning lots of new things every day!
This week in snack we have been trying yoghurts and brioche along with our favourite toast.
On Thursday we celebrated our friend Charlie's birthday and made him a lovely card and
enjoyed the music at the party. Another wonderful week in class Ireland, have a lovely
weekend!
Wales Class
We have had a lovely week in Wales this week. We have been writing letters and envelopes
all ready to post in the post box next week. We have loved receiving postcards from all over
the world. So far we have received them from Scotland, Ireland, Wales, Germany, The
Netherlands and Australia! In Maths we have been learning about capacity using the UV light
which we found so much fun, especially when the glow in the dark toys came out! On Tuesday
we went to explore the artefacts of Our World in the World museum, taking a walk through the
different continents. On Thursday we met Tomos from Wales and asked him all about his
home country. It was great to hear some of the Welsh language! Have a lovely weekend
everyone.

Key Stage 2
Key Stage Leader: Mrs Lisa Walker
Lisa.Walker@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
This week we have welcomed lots of visitors into our Key Stage including Mr Knowles from
the National Autistic Society and Mrs Taylor Lead Speech and Language Therapist for our
City. We have enjoyed showing them our outstanding practice and learning how we can
improve even further! As part of National Anti-Bullying Week on Wednesday Mrs Orme took a
group of students to the Bully Busters Conference in Toxteth Firepit as part of our work towards
The Diana Anti-Bullying Award accreditation and this morning we have all completed art
activities across the department celebrating friendship. A fabulous week! Mrs Walker 😊
USA Class
We have been busy completing a "Ships Log Report" for Christopher Columbus's maiden
voyage across The Atlantic. We have learnt that he kept two logs - the "real one " written in
Italian, and a false one written in Portuguese to motivate the sailors on their long journey ....
in the wrong direction! In PE we have continued to enjoy Judo with Mr Dale! Well done boys,
Mrs. Walker! 
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Key Stage News and Updates
Canada Class
We have continued to learn about Christopher Columbus and completed a newspaper report
about him.
We have taken part in Judo this week and are improving nicely, we really enjoy the Judo.
We visited Asda with our shopping list and bought our snack and ingredients for our food
technology lesson. Then on Tuesday we designed and made our own Pizza's for Christopher
Columbus as he was Italian. Canada have had fun this week measuring everything in the
classroom using different things to measure with.
Another great week!
Peru Class
We have worked really hard this week. We have been learning about Christopher Columbus
in our current topic ‘Our World’. We learnt some interesting facts about him and used them to
make a newspaper report. We enjoyed finding out about what life would have been like on
board one of his ships. Did you know the sailors, had to eat stew made from salt, meat and
bones? We thought about some questions we would like to ask him if he had the chance to
meet him. In Maths we have continued with our topic ‘measure’ and have been learning about
time. We have been ordering the months of the year and thinking about the seasons. In
Science, we have started a new topic ‘Animals, including Humans’, the children have enjoyed
learning about how Humans grow from being a baby to becoming elderly. Keep up the hard
work Peru class – Have a lovely weekend!
Spain Class
The students in Spain class have had another busy week learning all about North America.
The students have been working hard to identify countries in North America and have
developed their knowledge of the seven continents and five oceans. In literacy, the students
have been working hard to pronounce different sounds during phonics sessions and enjoyed
listening to a range of Native American stories. In Mathematics, the students have been
consolidating their understanding of one more and one less, solving addition and subtraction
problems with numbers up to 20 and writing numbers in numerals and words up to 100.
The students had the opportunity to access the climbing wall this week and visualised climbing
the Rocky Mountains in North America! All the students in Spain class thoroughly enjoyed the
experience and will have another opportunity to climb again before Christmas break.
Well done Spain class for another busy and productive week.
Brazil Class’
Brazil Class have carried on this week with ‘Our World’ work learning about the arrival of the
explorer Christopher Columbus. We found out about the pros and cons of his arrival. We
wrote newspaper reports from the viewpoint of the Spanish who welcomed him back. Great
independent writing work from everyone.
We have had fun measuring volume and capacity in Maths. We have getting good at
estimating then checking our guesses.
We had a lovely yoga session with Katie on Tuesday when we learned some massage and
breathing techniques to help us relax... hopefully we have been able to share them at home
too. We have been very crafty this week too making our own totem poles and some special
surprises for the Christmas Fair (look out for them there).
The nice weather on Thursday meant we got to visit the golf course for our golf lesson with
Chris. It was different to the driving range but we did really well learning to tee-off and putt as
well.
Fantastic Class Brazil!
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Key Stage News and Updates
Italy Class
Italy class have been working hard this week. We have been focusing on measurement in
Maths. We have been comparing the length and height of objects and measuring using non
standards units. We have used vocabulary like long, short, longest, shortest and tallest. We
talked about objects that are the same length and height and found out we can call these
equal to each other. In Science we have been finding out about the changes in seasons. We
talked about what the weather is like in each season and different clothes we would wear. We
went on an autumn walk around the grounds in the school and filled a nature bag full of
different coloured leaves, seeds and berries. We spotted a few pumpkins in the grass left there
for the squirrels to munch on. For our theme work this week we have been talking about when
Christopher Columbus discovered North America and what he found and brought back with
him to Europe. Our favourite food item was chocolate. We also discussed the Native American
people and looked at how they lived in tribes and what fantastic hunters they were and there
homes were tipis. On Wednesday afternoon we took the minibus shopping to ASDA. We had
a shopping list of items to buy for our snack.
Portugal Class
It has been a very busy week in Class Portugal full of fun and exciting activities!
We enjoyed a class trip to the World Museum to explore artefacts from different continents
and even saw some dinosaurs!
We have made Native American head dresses and designed shoes for them to wear. As well
as assembling our own tipis, a very busy week!
Have a great weekend!

Key Stage 3
Key Stage Leader: Mr Mason
Ryan.Mason@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
We have had a fantastic week in KS3 this week with lots of fun learning opportunities taking
place across each class. We also had a visit from Mrs Sumner on Thursday who shared a
presentation with our year 9 students about the Supported Internships that they may have the
opportunity to participate in at some point in the future. We thank Mrs Sumner for her time and
energy during what was a great time for all the year 9 students in KS3. The students also have
been busy participating in crafts for the Grow 20 initiative for the Christmas Fair next weekend
with lots of wonderful items under construction hand crafted by the students themselves.
Botswana Class
Botswana have had a very good week. Highlights include learning about time in Maths, story
writing in English and purchasing material for our bag designs in Design Technology. Well
done everyone!
Mozambique Class
Another great week looking at Chinese culture. We have made Chinese fans and tasted a
range of wonderful Chinese food. In Science we have been looking at magnetism and have
experimented using strong and weak magnets. In History we have been looking at the different
Chinese dynasties. In Literacy we have been focusing on individual targets and in Maths we
have continued work on shape. In RE we have looked at Buddhist symbols and in PE we have
continued our game skills with the group from LFC.

Page 14 of 30

Key Stage News and Updates
Cape Verde Class
In these darkened, germ laden days leading into Winter, Cape Verde have been revisiting our
responsibility to look after our own personal hygiene both for our own and other people's
health. This week focused on dental hygiene.
English has seen us having fun with our skills using vocabulary looking at similes. This Friday
should see us visiting Speke Hall grounds where we intend to practice our descriptive skills
and are abilities to work together appropriately in the community.
Kenya Class
We have immersed ourselves in the topic of 'The Egyptians' this week. Kenya class have
looked at the Egyptians in history and had to answer questions about ancient Egyptian
artefacts. In Geography, we looked at the River Nile and why it was important to the Ancient
Egyptians. In English we have started a new book, 'Flat Stanley and the Great Egyptian
adventure'.
In Science we have continued our work on rocks and have been doing some classification of
rocks. In Computing, we have continued to look at animation and continued making our short
animations. In Life Skills, we have looked at the importance of dental hygiene and why it is
important to keep our teeth clean and how best we can do this. We have also been out to the
shops this week to buy our materials needed to create items to sell at the Christmas Fayre.
Another busy, but enjoyable week in class Kenya!
Malawi Class
This week in Malawi class, we went to the park for Geography and Maths to learn more about
common features of our environment and saw many dogs with whom we made friends.
In Food Tech, we made delicious chocolate brownies to take home and share with our families.
Yum!
We also did a science experiment to find the best material for a raincoat for Mrs Deaconsmith's dog!
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 4
Key Stage Leader: Miss Dallas
Katie.Dallas@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Australia Class
We have had a lovely week enjoying a number of extra-curricular and life skill activities. On
Tuesday we took part in BIMA’s digital day. The students worked really well in groups to think
of original solutions to modern day problems. One group’s idea in Australia class was that
impressive that the group have been invited to develop their ideas further in BIMA’s offices,
Amazing!
We have started planning for the Christmas Fair and visited the range this week to price items
as part of ‘grow 20’. It was a great opportunity for students to shop, communicate with the
public and practice their money maths skills.
As part of this terms theme ‘our world’ we have conducted a study of the continents and have
incorporated art from around the world into this. We are looking forward to displaying this at
our next Festival of Learning.
Christmas Island Class
This week Christmas Island has been very busy organising The Christmas Shoe Box Appeal.
We have taken all the boxes we have received to the Depo so they can be sent off. At the
Depo the students had a tour around and learnt about where the Christmas boxes get sent
and how they package them. Thank you so much to everyone who donated a Christmas
shoebox!
On Tuesday we took part in Digital Day, all the students had a lot of fun working in teams and
coming up with ideas for a virtual reality shopping experience!
In Food Tech this week we have moved onto healthy eating, the students have begun learning
about healthy food choices and made healthy omelette muffins.
A great week, have a good weekend everyone.
Papua New Guinea Class
This week in PNG we have been continuing with our study of Gulliver's Travels. We have been
reading the original text deciphering and analysing the original language. In Maths we have
continued with decimal addition and subtraction practise. In Science we have begun studying
healthy living. We have looked at communicable and non-communicable diseases and how
we can maintain a healthy body. We have also been working hard for the upcoming Christmas
Fair carefully crafting beautiful Christmas tree decorations. Cuppa New Guinea has been very
busy again and this week we have also designed a logo for our cafe which will soon to be
revealed.
Samoa Class
We have started an arts and craft project for our science qualification and have begun to make
paper-mache planets! Samoa class continue to impress with their stellar knowledge of space
and the solar system. In English, we wrote a film review about Wonder and learnt about what
makes an effective headline, playing a great game as a class! We continued to work on
fractions: adding, subtracting and comparing fractions with the same denominator. We
practised collating information in ICT and learnt about responsibilities in life skills.
On Tuesday we took part in Digital Day with the rest of key stage 4 and 5. This was a brilliant
day with amazing ideas from Aaliyah that were then pitched by Mya. Well done to all our pupils
for great teamwork  On Thursday morning we had our working towards trip to see the
Grinch, thoroughly enjoyed by all! Have a great weekend everyone.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 5
Key Stage Leader: Mr Davenport
Paul.davenport@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
New Zealand Class
This week we have been incredibly proud to have taken part in the BIMA Digital Day
competition. Students from classes throughout Key stage 4 and 5 looked at ways to design
products to meet briefs set by Vodaphone, the BBC and the Women's FA. The team from New
Zealand class has been selected by the BIMA representatives to go into their design agency,
TH_NK, to make their entry more professional. Last year an entry from our school got to the
final. Let’s hope we can surpass this this year!
We have also been completing our 'letters from the trenches' as part of our work to meet the
Liverpool Writing Charter Mark and remember World War 1. We have recorded the students
reading the letters and will try to put them together in a short video. We have also been to the
gym and started work on our Christmas Enterprise.
General
On Tuesday 20 November 10 - 11.30, we have our KS5 coffee morning with guest speaker
Phil Nichols, who will be discussing independent travel training.
Odd Facts of the Week
Stan Lee's autobiography was written in the form of a comic!
Some chickens are half male, and half female. I'm not sure which half.
Bananas are slightly radioactive.
Our bodies contain 0.2 milligrams of Gold. This is stored mainly in our blood.
Tasmania Class
We've had a busy week this week in Tasmania. All pupils have taken part in the Digital Day.
We have explored the different careers available in digital, got some advice on getting into
digital and attempted to tackle a challenge set by their brand sponsors. We did a presentation
on our challenge. We've enjoyed the experience, although we didn't win in the end. For
independent travelling, we have visited Woolton Woods. We explored the Walled Garden with
the Floral Cuckoo Clock which was made in 1927. We also enjoyed the natural scenery and
the view point in the woods. We practised some money maths skills by paying a trip to Tesco
after the walk. On Wednesday, some pupils have visited Duch Farm. We tidied up, raking
leaves, fed the chickens and replanted strawberries ready for the spring. All the pupils have
thoroughly enjoyed taking part in this project and are looking forward to the next visit.
Fiji Class
This week our Fiji Chefs started the week by creating wonderful fajitas! They worked as
independently as they could and produced fantastic dishes! Our Star Chef award this week
goes to Joe Davidson for staying on target, fantastic chopping, and using his initiative! Well
done Joe!!
On Tuesday it was Digital Day! We split into 2 groups and took on 2 different challenges. One
group had to create something new using modern technology that would help people who
found it difficult to leave the house to access the shops and experience a realistic shopping
environment! The other group thought about ways to engage and encourage young people to
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Key Stage News and Updates
watch a programme on BBC about the different continents. Both groups came up with amazing
ideas and they have been entered into a competition where their ideas could be turned into
reality! Last year, one of Fiji teams reached the final! Let’s hope we get the same success this
year.
On Wednesday we went to visit AMEY. This is where some of our students are partaking in a
supported internship. We went to see where they were working and what they have to do on
a daily basis. This helped us understand what a supported internship was and whether or not
it would be suitable for ourselves. A few of us are really interested in completing this for next
year.
On Thursday we travelled on the public bus to the gym. We are developing our road safety
awareness and becoming more confident with the route we are travelling on. We know what
bus we need to get and where we need to go. We are going to continue to do more trips on
the public bus to develop our confidence even more and hopefully a few of us will become
independent travellers.
Our pupil of the week this week is Tom Whitehead for always working hard and trying his best!
Well done Tom!
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Students of the Week – Week 10
Early Years and Key Stage One
Ireland

Archie Harding

Wales

Tyler Wilson

Peru

Abigail Newman

Portugal

Ben Hayes

USA

Isaac Mellor

Brazil

Leighton McCall

France

Faye Rowan

Canada

Theo Melhuish

Spain

Jamie Clements

Italy

Khaya Masilela
Key Stage Three

Madagascar

Spencer Sandison

Seychelles

Luke Hawkhead Parry

Cape Verde

Joshua Irvine

Botswana

Alfie Jones

Mozambique

Frankie Walker

Malawi

Maksymilian Rutkowski

Kenya

Harley Simon
Key Stage Four

Australia

Joslin McGrath

Papua New Guinea

Megan Keenan

Samoa

Brendan Toh

Christmas Island

Joshua Owusu Taylor
Key Stage Five

New Zealand

Liam Jones

Tasmania

Luke Hill

Fiji

Tom Whitehead
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Key Diary Dates
Our academic year 2018-19 term dates are available on our website:
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/ALS-Term-Dates-201819.pdf

Please note planned early finishes and closure dates, as known at present:
TERM 2:
Early finish on Thursday, 20 December 2018 at 1:30pm
Christmas Holiday: Friday 21 December 2018 to Friday 4 January 2019
Bank holidays:
Tuesday 25 December 2018 - Christmas Day
Wednesday 26 December 2018 – Boxing Bank Holiday
Tuesday, 1 January 2019 – New Year’s Day
TERM 3:
February Holiday: Monday 18 February 2019 to Friday 22 February 2019
TERM 4:
Early finish on Friday, 5 April 2019 at 1:30pm
Spring Holiday: Monday 8 April 2019 to Monday 22 April 2019
Bank holidays:
Friday, 19 April 2019 – Good Friday
Monday, 22 April 2019 – Easter Monday
TERM 5:
Bank holiday:
Monday, 6 May 2019 – Early Bank Holiday Monday
May Holiday: Monday 27 May 2019 to Friday 31 May 2019
TERM 6:
Staff training day: Friday 12 July 2019 – school closed to students
Staff training day: Monday 22 July – Wednesday 24 July 2019 – school closed to students
Summer Holiday: Thursday 25 July 2019
Bank holidays:
Monday 26 August 2019 – August Bank Holiday

Key Diary Dates for the remainder of the year can be found on our website,
under the EVENTS tab:
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/events/
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Head’s Weekly Newsletter
KEY DIARY DATES - TERM 2 - 39 days
WEEK
NUMBER
11

12

W/C

Date

Event

Comment

Mon
19.11
19.11.18
Mrs Ania Hildrey,
Headteacher,
Tue
20.11
 headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Extended Twilight Session – emotional regulation
Wed

21.11

Thurs

22.11

Fri

23.11




Start of Road Safety Week
12:00-15:00 Educational Psychology Staff Clinic




Assemblies and Coffee Morning are open
to families. Parking is available on site on
a “first-come-first-served basis” only. No
photography permitted.



Support Staff PM meetings completed
Departmental Assemblies
9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department
10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department
9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning



FAB! Christmas Fair

12 til 3

Sat 24.11.18

24.11

Mon
26.11.18
Tue

26.11
27.11



10:00-12:00 - KS5 Parents Coffee Morning

Wed

28.11



09:00-12:00 - Staff SALT Consultation Clinics

Thurs

29.11

Fri

30.11



Departmental Assemblies
9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department
10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department
9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning
School Health Team in school




Assemblies and Coffee Morning are open
to families. Parking is available on site on
a “first-come-first-served basis” only. No
photography permitted.

13

14

15

Mon 3.12.18

3.12

Tue

4.12

Wed

5.12

Thurs

6.12

Fri

7.12

Mon
10.12.18
Tue
Wed

10.12

Thurs
Fri

13.12
14.12

Mon
17.12.18
Tue

17.12

Wed

19.12

Thurs
20.12.18

20.12.18

11.12
12.12

18.12





Moderation Day 2
Departmental Assemblies
9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department
10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department
9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning















09:00-12:00 - Staff SALT Consultation Clinics
12:00-15:00 Educational Psychology Staff Clinic
Christmas Lunch - Students
Christmas Production
Christmas Production
Christmas Jumper Day – all students and staff
Term 2 - Festival of Learning & Parental Consultation
Seeing is Believing for Governors
Term 2 - Festival of Learning & Parental Consultation
Seeing is Believing for Governors
Term 2 - Festival of Learning & Parental Consultation
Seeing is Believing for Governors
END OF TERM 2 @13:30

Assemblies and Coffee Morning are open
to families. Parking is available on site on
a “first-come-first-served basis” only. No
photography permitted.

NO ASSEMBLY

School closes at 13:30
Packed lunch provided

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY: Monday, 24 December 2018 to Friday, 4 January 2019
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