Head’s Weekly Newsletter
Issue 11, 23 November 2018

Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Dear Students, Families, Colleagues and Friends
Welcome to this week’s issue of the Head’s Weekly Newsletter. What a wonderful week of
successful practice we celebrate this Friday!
We reflect on the highly praising feedback from the NAS visit last week and the amazing
victory of our school in the Educate Awards 2018 last Friday! You can read more on both
events in this issue of the newsletter.
I want to thank every staff member for their hard work, congratulate all students on their
successes and express my gratitude to all of the families for continually entrusting us the task
of educating your 250 sons and daughters!
Every new arrival and every departure leaves a mark on each and every one of us and it is
truly a privilege to see our students grow, mature and develop over their time with us. It is also
a professional joy to see staff develop their skills, expertise and confidence in dealing with the
ever-changing world of specialist education.
It is my third year as Abbot’s Lea School’s Headteacher and I have genuinely loved and learnt
from every moment! The school is a warm and welcoming place though I can say with all
certainty, the work is never easy but always rewarding!
We promise to continue to live up to our school’s The Golden Rules © and:





Be here. Every day…
Work hard and be nice
Never give up on ourselves and others
Stay positive and be happy!

No matter what successes to-date, we can always do better. This applies to us as individuals
and the school as a whole. With that in mind, I will soon circulate a consultation open to our
students, their families and the staff team about the long term expectations of the various
individuals of our school. For those who have been with us for a while, the format of STOPSTART-CONTINUE will be familiar. Watch this space!
Lastly, it is nearly Christmas… I know, I know, it is still November! But – our Christmas Fair
is here tomorrow, 12:00-15:00 and I hope you will all join us in having fun and raising funds
for the school’s Outdoor Play Project! I hope to see you here tomorrow!
Have a lovely weekend!
Kind regards
Mrs A. Hildrey
Headteacher

Educate Awards 2018
I ended my last week’s newsletter with fingers crossed for our potential success at the 2018
Educate Awards and… WE DID IT!!!
On the night, 21 awards were handed out to schools in the Liverpool City Region,
Lancashire, Cheshire and Greater Manchester.
To be crowned the overall winner for Outstanding Teaching of Life Skills was a wonderful joy
for us.
It was a testament to the hard work of every member of Abbot’s Lea School and, on behalf of
the entire team I am simply delighted – this is the first time Abbot’s Lea School put itself forward
as the Centre of Excellence and to become a winning school was phenomenal!
To have been able to celebrate this success with my fellow leaders, including our Key Stage
Leaders who are in charge of leading the curriculum delivery across the 2-19 age range was
wonderful.
It is important for me to highlight, to those who are possibly unaware, that the Life Skills
curriculum is in its first year of being delivered by our team of Higher Level Teaching
Assistants, supported very capably by the even larger team of Teaching Assistants.
I just wish all 120 staff could be there - bring on 2019 and even more categories to consider!

Thank you!
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Governing Body Update
Our Governing Body met last week and I write to provide you with key messages from the
GB:
Teachers’ Performance 2017-18
On behalf of the Governing Body, I am writing to publicly congratulate all of our teachers on
their highly successful performance in the academic year 2017-18, which was reported by
me to the GB at the meeting.
The Governors recognise huge talent and commitment of the entire team and will continue to
work together to support the ambitious vision of the school, leading to the overall
effectiveness of everyone’s efforts bringing about positive outcomes for the students.
Educate Awards 2018
The Governors also wish to congratulate the school on its nomination for the Educate
Awards 2018 and, as we have now been crowned the winners of the Outstanding Teaching
and Life Skills, they join in the celebrations! Considering that the curriculum was only
changed last year, the Governors see this recognition as a key external endorsement of the
strength of our unique Philosophy of Education: The ASD Model ©.
Parent Governor Vacancy and Election
Earlier this week, the Governing Body received a resignation from Ms Kristie Brady, Parent
Governor and, on behalf of the Governors and the whole school community, I want to thank
Ms Brady for her service to the school.
Her departure has now left a vacancy for another Parent Governor and the GB Recruitment
Pack was sent to all parents of our students this week.
The Governing Body would like to draw parents’ attention to the areas of specific skills
currently identified by the GB as needed for our leadership function:
-

analysing educational performance data
budgeting and driving financial efficiency
performance management and a range of employment matters
Ofsted readiness
therapeutic practice
enhancing our relationship with local businesses

Anyone willing to consider fulfilling this key role in the school’s leadership and management
structure will be offered support and training.
All parents have been sent the latest Governing Body Recruitment Pack c and I look forward
to hearing from anyone keen on this volunteering opportunity – I will gladly meet for an
informal chat about the position and the work it entails.
Many thanks in advance for your support!
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Head’s Updates

BABY NEWS!
Congratulations to Terriann Moran who welcomes a beautiful baby boy to this week!

STAFFING UPDATE
Sadly, Mrs Emma McVerry, Teacher in Peru, has decided to focus more on her young family
and has requested to step down from the teaching position this week. Reluctantly, I have
accepted her resignation and I wish her and her family all the very best. It is a small world of
education and I hope when the time is right again, our paths cross again!
The interim arrangements have been put in place for the Peru Class and we are now going
to start the recruitment process to find a suitable successor.
We have a number of colleagues already interested in the position and so I do not foresee
any difficulty in recruiting an outstanding teacher for the class.
I will keep you posted!
Lastly – on Monday, 26 November 2018 we will welcome the last member of the school’s
organisational structure which has been vacant for a while – our Job Coach.
Ms Claire Caddick will join our Leadership Team and drive forward our 3-19 Careers
Strategy and bespoke initiatives aimed at increasing work-related and work-based learning
opportunities for our students. We look forward to welcoming her to the team and cannot
wait to see even more positive life transformations!

SAFEGUARDING AND ICT
During last week’s Quality Assurance Cycle, it came to light that some students’ personal
items of technology were being brought to school and not put away at the start of the school
day.
This was addressed by the relevant Key Stage Leaders last Friday and I want to thank all
students and parents who complied with the instruction to either not bring any ICT equipment
to school or hand it in at the start of the day and collect it at the end of the school day.
This instructions continues to prove difficult for some to accept and I have agreed with my
colleagues that I would reiterate the expectation that NO STUDENT is allowed to use any
personal ICT equipment which has either a phone, camera and/or internet access.
Ipods and mp3 players may be used for some parts of the school day, with the usual rule of
the class teachers remaining in charge of whether, when and how long for students may use
those during their learning process. Please note Abbot’s Lea School will not be liable for
loss, theft or damage of any such property.
Thank you for your understanding and cooperation.
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Care and Safeguarding
Ms Alison Twomey, Head of Care and Safeguarding
E: Alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

As the days get shorter and the long, dark nights of winter settle in, a lot of people find their
mood gets darker, too. Especially after all the fun and festivities of the holidays are over, many
people feel tired, irritable, or a bit down. These feelings are so common that there’s even a
name for them: the “winter blues.”
Most people only experience a mild version of the winter blues, and can continue living life as
normal without too much effort. Others, however, have a more severe type of depression
called seasonal affective disorder (SAD). Both are caused by sensitivity to the lack of sunlight
from the shorter winter days, which disrupts your body clock and messes with hormone levels.
This in turn affects your mood and makes you want to sleep more (even if it’s hard to fall
asleep at night).
If like most people you don’t have the luxury of just going back to bed for the next three or four
months, there are some simple things you can do to lift your mood.
1. Lighten up.
Your body and your brain are craving more daylight, which makes your body release the feelgood hormone serotonin. Walk outside during the day, even when it’s cold, to get some sun
exposure. Sitting closer to windows during the day can also help you get an extra dose of
sunshine.
2. Eat to improve your mood.
Certain foods such as chocolate have been shown to improve moods and help relieve
anxiety. This is the time of year when there tends to be plenty of sweet treats around. Grab a
cuppa and a chocolate to help you feel better - but it’s also important to eat plenty of fruits and
vegetables!
3. Get moving.
More and more research suggests that exercise is a great way to help deal with (and maybe
even prevent) depression. Exercise as simple as walking for 30 (or even 10!) minutes can
have a significant impact on your mood. Bundle up and go for a walk – you WILL feel better
after.
4. Stay social.
You may feel inclined to spend more time alone, but spending time with friends and loved
ones can have a serious impact on your mood. Keep saying ‘yes’ to those invitations and
make sure you get out of the house.
5. Be kind to yourself.
There are a lot of tips on how to deal with feeling down. But when you’re depressed, it can be
really hard to find the motivation to actually do these things. If you stay in all day or skip a
workout don’t get mad at yourself. Instead, think positively and simply start again the next day.
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Autism Research and Development
Ms Micah Grimshaw, Head of Autism Research and Development
E: micah.grimshaw@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Last week we welcomed our National Autistic Society Accreditation Adviser Mr Knowles into
school to carry out a number of observations around school, and meet with key staff to discuss
various projects and priorities highlighted in our School Development Plan. The overall feeling
of the day was positive and I shared this information both in the newsletter and with all staff.
This week we received a more detailed ‘Record of Visit’ which highlighted the outstanding
teaching and support at Abbot’s Lea School, with some advisory suggestions for strengthening
practice.
Mr Knowles was extremely impressed with the general feeling that students enjoyed coming
in to school and engaging with learning. Where best practice was observed, an emotions
thermometer was available on individual work stations so that students could indicate to staff
how they are feeling. All staff attended the twilight training this week to understand emotional
regulation and emotional dysregulation, and the strategies for improving emotional capacity
for all.
Most research on emotional processes in autism has often focussed on the recognition of
emotion in others, but we are increasingly understanding that people with autism have trouble
with identifying their emotions and using effective strategies for managing these well.
‘During all observations, pupils appeared happy, relaxed and content.’
There is already so many great initiatives in school to support with emotional regulation,
including sensory integration programmes and teaching of emotional literacy. Over the coming
year we will be continuing to develop a whole school approach to emotional regulation, which
can be differentiated for developmental abilities. This work will aid students in both identifying
and regulating their emotions.
‘Staff and pupils were seen to have positive and purposeful relationships.’
As a staff team we identified some useful strategies for this include ‘thinking out loud’ talk,
where staff model the metacognitive thinking that supports emotional regulation. E.g. I just
yawned, which must mean that I am feeling tired. I could pour myself a cold drink or do 10 star
jumps to feel alert and ready to learn. Thinking-out-loud is a powerful tool that can help others
to visualise the process of engaging the thinking brain to solve problems and manage
emotions.
When Mr Knowles next visits in March 2019, there will be a specific focus on sensory support
and the progress made towards developing emotional regulation.
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Primary Department
Mr Scott-Scarth, Head of Primary Department
E: dean.scott-scarth@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

This week has been a variety of exciting experiences in the Primary Department. Students
travelled to Speke Hall to pick up their spades and take part in a tree planting ceremony, led
by Graeme McGrath, the Volunteer coordinator at Speke Hall. The students participated in the
planting of 400 tree saplings that arrived at Speke Hall in early November. The saplings have
now been given a home on the Speke Hall estate. The students threw themselves into the
initiative, making a massive contribution to the community and providing a long lasting legacy
that will add to visitor's enjoyment of Speke Hall for many years to come. Students worked
well together to make this a huge success.
To celebrate Thanksgiving Day the students of the Primary Department took part in taste
testing. The dedicated staff of the Primary Department prepared a Thanksgiving Feast for the
students, encouraging them to try the many flavours of the USA. Treats on offer included
Macaroni and Cheese, Turkey, Corn Bread, Apple and Cherry Pies, Pumpkin Pie and Mashed
Potatoes. The students were very adventurous in tasting the many delights on offer and all
students made an attempt to try some of the food.
This Saturday school will be open for our Christmas Fayre. Please join us for festive fun and
Christmas treats.
Have a great weekend!
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Secondary Department
Mr McVerry, Head of Secondary Department
E: anthony.mcverry@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

This week we have been working on a number of projects, the first of which has been with
The National Trust Speke Hall. We have an ever developing relationship with the estate and
as a school we were given the privilege of supporting the potting of 400 tree saplings from the
Woodland Trust. As you know this is something that we have previously done in school; this
year we have given 20 young people from across the school the opportunity to do this away
from school and help support the development of the woodlands of the Speke Hall Estate.
This will be a lasting experience and supporting the conservation of the area.
We also had our Travel Training team in school on Tuesday to support year 11 to 14 with
Independent Travel Training. The team delivered a session to parents and students and
shared their recent video to support the progress that can be made and their skilful delivery of
this. Testament to this project is one of our Supported Interns, Ethan. Until three weeks ago
he was getting a taxi to and from Amey each day, now he is travelling independently on two
buses from West Derby. I would like to thank Lynn Duckworth for leading on this with the
support of the rest of the team. If you missed the session then please get in touch and we can
either support you or direct you to the Travel Training team.
As discussed last week I was also meeting with an ex colleague from my time in Widening
Participation at The University of Liverpool, Janine Omar. The aim of Widening Participation
is to get more people thinking about University from diverse backgrounds, including first
generation undergraduates. As you will be aware by now, I believe that anything is possible
and we should be opening the eyes of our students to all of the options available to them. My
aim was to show her our school and see what projects we can produce and I am pleased to
say that there is a commitment on both sides to design a project for year 9's and beyond that
is impactful. We are now in the planning phase, we now have two Higher Education Institutions
on board.
Next week we welcome our Job Coach to the team. I cannot wait to begin working with Ms.
Claire Caddick and begin to explore more avenues for our students and share our
developments to date.
Finally, this weekend is our Christmas Fair and if you are coming I hope you enjoy your day
and feel festive. I will be manning the climbing wall with Mr Spillane, if you are about please
pop over and say HELLO!
Have a wonderful weekend.
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School Business Support
Mrs Michelle Griffiths, Head of HR
E: michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

This week has been busy for staff development with a number of different sessions running.
Miss Grimshaw delivered a whole school twilight session on emotional regulation and
strategies for improving emotional capacity which will be essential knowledge for staff to
deliver our planned programmes. We had some great practical ideas generated by class
teams and we look forward to measuring the results.
We have also delivered training on performance management to our Teachers and HLTA's,
introducing our new School Development Plan software Bluewave. This will simplify record
keeping on performance, reducing administration time for staff, and also provide clear links of
individual performance to the School Development Plan and allow the school to simply
measure progress.
Our Senior Leadership Team met this week to work through our School Emergency
Management Plan. It was a valuable exercise and allowed us to run through some practical
scenarios and ensure we are fully prepared for emergencies. I am pleased to say we are!
We have recently launched Cycle to Work Scheme for our employees. This is a tax incentive
scheme which aims to encourage employees to cycle to and from work. Under the scheme
employers can pay for cycles and cycle equipment for their employees and the employees
pay back the cost over 12 months via salary sacrifice. The scheme offers great savings for
employees so expect to see some fitter and healthier Abbot's Lea employees in the coming
months!
I am looking forward to meeting everyone at our Christmas Fair on Saturday, come and say
hello and buy some Christmas gifts from our pre-loved gift store.
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Noticeboard
JOB OPPORTUNITY
Job Opportunity for a Carer on Direct Payments.
10 hours per week (Monday – Friday, 15:15 - 17:15)
Working with a 15 year old young person (male) who has ASD.
The role will involve collecting from ALS, taking the young person to enjoy activities within
the community, i.e.: bowling, trampolining, restaurant, cinema, etc.
For further details, please contact Jane on 07851516787
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Key Stage News and Updates
Early Years and Key Stage 1
Key Stage Leader: Miss O’Neill
Maria.O’Neill@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
This week everyone has been getting ready for the Christmas Fair! Ireland class have made
'Peppermint Bath salts' and Wales class have made 'snowman tea light holders.' We hope
everyone enjoys the Fair!
On Wednesday some of us represented our school at the Speke Hall tree planting activity. We
wrapped up warm and got our green fingers out to carefully plant the little trees. On Thursday
we celebrated 'Thanksgiving' with all of Primary! We tried everything including turkey, mash
potatoes and pumpkin pie! We made some 'jelly bath' and had a great time watching it change
colour and turn from water to jelly! We have been learning about the number 4 and the sound
't' playing eye spy games and learning to write!
Have a wonderful weekend and enjoy the Fair!
Wales Class
We have had another brilliant week. We have been learning our days of the week and really
loved reading The Very Hungry Caterpillar to help us learn these. We have been reading ‘My
Granny Went to Market’ in literacy which is a lovely story of markets all over the world. We
loved how it all rhymed and tried really hard to guess the missing rhyming words. We have
been busy getting ready for the Christmas Fair with some salt dough modelling and had a
lovely relaxing yoga session. On Tuesday we met Louie who is going to be our new class
friend. We are very excited for him to start in Wales class on Monday! Have a lovely weekend
everyone.

Key Stage 2
Key Stage Leader: Mrs Lisa Walker
Lisa.Walker@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Some of our students this week have enjoyed a trip to Speke Hall to plant saplings for the
Woodland Trust, whilst others have enjoyed making a jingle bells CD for our Christmas Fair
on Saturday - we are looking forward to seeing you there!. Thanks giving dinner was enjoyed
by everybody on Thursday as part of our North America topic. Mrs Walker 
USA Class
Enjoyed making butternut squash casserole for Thanksgiving dinner using non-standard units
of measurement. Well done boy! Mrs Walker 
Portugal Class
It’s been a fun week in Class Portugal! We have been very busy making Christmas
decorations and reindeer food for the Christmas Fair!
We learnt all about Thanksgiving and had our own department dinner! We all tried
something new and it was delicious!
We also received a special parcel from Louisville. It was some cards from Sage, who we
wrote to, to find out more about life in North America.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Peru Class
Peru class have been very busy this week. We have continued with our topic ‘Our World’, we
enjoyed the story ‘Raven’ by Gerald McDermott a traditional Native American story. The
children retold the story and wrote some amazing descriptive sentences. We also looked at
some traditional Haida Art and the children had a go at creating their own masterpieces. In
Maths, we have been learning to tell the time, we are getting good at telling the time to ‘O’clock’
and ‘Half Past’ the hour. This week we have been learning about ‘Thanksgiving’ and
celebrated it with a traditional feast. Each class made a dish for the feast – we made Pumpkin
Pie. The children all had the opportunity to taste different foods and say whether or not they
liked it. Keep up the hard work Peru Class.
Brazil Class
We have had a brilliant but busy week starting with Monday's trip out to Sefton Park's Palm
House where Peter the Curator showed us around pointing out interesting plants from different
continents. We found a statue of Christopher Columbus outside along with other explorers
and scientists. It was really interesting. On Tuesday we welcomed Ruben a new Year 6 pupil to
class. He has settled so well and we have been helping him to get to know all about Abbot's
Lea. Well done Ruben and well done everyone for being kind!
In our lessons we have been learning about Thanksgiving; the first one in 1621 and also how
today we should take time to say "Thank you" for all the things we have. We are very lucky.
On Thursday we enjoyed an amazing Thanksgiving feast with turkey, corn bread, pumpkin pie
and other delicious dishes. We had a taste test and it was thumbs up for a lot of people trying
new things!
We have also been preparing for the Christmas Fair tomorrow; practicing singing and making
things to sell which look amazing.
We were back at the driving range for another brilliant lesson from our golf coach
Chris..fantastic skills and exercise to add to our Travel to Tokyo log.
Have a brilliant weekend Class Brazil you deserve it!
France Class
This week France class have had a lot of fun looking at the book -Totem Tale A tall story from
Alaska. We completed activities such as sequencing the story, designing our own totem poles
and making the totem poles from the story. Also this week we made our own Christopher
Columbus boats which we made out of paper bowls. We started to look at crafts for Christmas
in order to help decorate for the Christmas Fair. Another great week France class, we hope
to see you at our Christmas Fair.
Spain Class
The students in Spain class have had another busy week learning all about North America.
The students have identified famous landmarks in the United States of America, Canada and
Mexico and enjoyed trying new foods as part of Thanksgiving! Everyone has enjoyed listening
to stories from Native America and using their writing skills to answer comprehension
questions.
The students have been extremely helpful this week and have been working hard to create a
range of Christmas decorations for our Christmas Fair. We look forward to seeing many of you
at the Christmas Fair on Saturday!
Italy Class
We have had a lovely week. We completed our news work on Monday in English and looked
at different coins and notes in Maths. For Science we carried on finding out about changes in
seasons. We looked at changes in temperature, how the trees look, daylight changes and
clothes we would wear. On Tuesday we made calendars and decorations ready for our
Christmas Fair on Saturday. Please come along to support school. It would be lovely to see
you all. In the afternoon we played an American game for PE. The pupils enjoyed learning
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Key Stage News and Updates
how to play basketball and loved scoring points by shooting in the basket. On Wednesday we
talked about Thanksgiving and what it means to the American people. We read a story about
the first Thanksgiving. In Maths we looked at measurement and completed some experiments
looking at weight. We talked about heavy, light, heaviest and lightest. In the afternoons we
read a story called Totem Tale. We found out what totem poles look like and started creating
our own. On Thursday we had a Thanksgiving dinner in school. We tried foods like turkey,
mash potato, macaroni cheese and apple pie. It was delicious.
Canada Class
This week Canada class have been studying the story of Pocahontas and looking at the
different tribes. Canada have been comparing places in North America and discussing their
favourite places to live. They have continued measuring things around the classroom, learning
about cm and mm. Along with this Canada have done Judo again this week and joined in with
fantastic singing. They have been working hard as elves this week helping to get decorations
and things made for the Christmas Fair this weekend. Canada class are definitely in the
Christmas spirit now. Well done Canada!

Key Stage 3
Key Stage Leader: Mr Mason
Ryan.Mason@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
The students in KS3 have had a lovely week this week, working hard in their lessons and all
have been busy contributing items for the Christmas Fair on Saturday. Lots of amazing crafts
have been made and are sure to contribute to what will be an amazing event! We are entering
a busy time over the next few weeks leading up to Christmas, lots of exciting events taking
place, a Christmas party and a visit from the book bus! Hope to see students and families at
the Fair this weekend!
Kenya Class
Another busy week for Kenya class! We have continued to look at Ancient Egypt and
incorporated this in our English, History, Geography and Music lessons! We have been busy
preparing our items for the Christmas Fair. We have also been practicing our badminton
skills in P.E and we are becoming more confident in naming colours in French! We have also
been looking at rocks and fossils in Science and looking at famous palaeontologists!
Botswana Class
Another great week for Botswana! This week we have designed an experiment in Science to
test air resistance, converting units of measure in Maths and up levelling our writing in English.
We have also enjoyed making our Christmas themed items for the Fair on Saturday.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 4
Key Stage Leader: Miss Dallas
Katie.Dallas@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Australia Class
Class Australia have really enjoyed preparing for the Christmas Fair and have made some
lovely gifts for the occasion. We continue to study Kensuke’s kingdom in English, and explore
‘Our World’ across a range of subjects. The students presented their PowerPoints about the
continents which were excellent! We are also in the process of creating some art work from
around the world.
Samoa Class
We have had an excellent week this week. We went to ASDA, practised our independent life
skills and made some really tasty sausage rolls. Our solar system display is coming along
great and everyone has been painting their own planet in Science. We have some
very talented artists! We have been designing our own planet in English and produced posters
using persuasive advertising techniques. We continued working on fractions in maths, and
everyone made their own quiz on power point and presented them to the rest of the class. We
enjoyed taking part in the quizzes. We used our independent research skills to complete a
project about the continents of the world. We learnt facts such as the longest river, tallest
mountain and how many countries there are in each continent. Finally, we made some jingle
bell wreaths to sell at the Christmas Fair! Well done Samoa.
Papua New Guinea Class
This week in PNG we have been continuing our study of Gulliver's Travels, we wrote letters
to the Emperor of Lilliput persuading him to let us go! Some of our pupils were very convincing
in their arguments. In Science we began studying circulation and how the heart works. We
also made Christmas tree decorations for the Christmas Fair on Saturday. In Maths we
practiced word problems in preparation for our Entry Level Maths exam. We also studied
diversity in our life skills lesson. Thursday was Cuppa New Guinea morning our festive hot
chocolate was a big hit with our customers.
Christmas Island Class
This week in Christmas Island our students made pizza bagels in food tech. All students
created a PowerPoint presentation on the Titanic which they presented to the rest of the class.
We created pinecone Christmas trees for our Christmas Fair this weekend. Hoping everyone
has a good weekend and anyone coming to our Fair enjoys it!
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 5
Key Stage Leader: Mr Davenport
Paul.davenport@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Fiji Class
Fiji had a taste of Italy this week when we split into two groups to do Food Tech. One group
made a delicious spaghetti bolognaise and the other made a scrumptious lasagne! Both
groups successfully produced mouth-watering dishes and followed their recipes as
independently as possible! A huge well done to the whole class but especially to our Star Chef
this week, Tom Whitehead, who made both dishes and helped other students when they were
finding things a little difficult. Great work Tom!
On Tuesday we went to Central Library to take our books back. We used the self-return
machines and printed off our receipts.
On Wednesday morning, a few of us went to Speke Hall to help plant Christmas Trees. We
worked hard with the groundskeeper and planted over 100 trees! In the afternoon, we
practised our road safety and split into 3 groups. We looked at different types of crossing and
practised crossing main roads, side streets and using pedestrian crossings. Some of us feel
really confident and would love to go out by ourselves but some of us are still building up our
confidence and need to remember to stay focussed. We will keep working on this so that all
of our skills will continue to develop!
We had our weekly gym trip on Thursday where we use the public bus. We are getting more
and more confident with the route that we take and what alternatives we need to consider if
the bus does not arrive on time.
An excellent week this week for Fiji! A special mention goes to our pupil of the week, Luke
Jones! He tries his best in every lesson and he did fantastic work planting the trees! Well done
Luke!
Tasmania Class
We've had a productive week this week. We've been busying ourselves with getting things
ready for the Christmas Fair. Lots of cutting, gluing and laminating. We have taken the
opportunity to practise our scissor skills, trying our best to cut to the line. For independent
travelling, we went to the gym on the bus and walked to Calderstones Park. While travelling,
we have been identifying the different types of road crossings that we have learnt last week.
Enjoy the Christmas fair on Saturday.
New Zealand
This week students have been working hard on the Christmas enterprise. We have examined
what it feels to be autistic and tried to translate this into a poem, an inspirational quote and a
picture to describe this. We have then put these together to form a calendar that will be sold
at the Christmas fair on Saturday!
Students have also been making mini Christmas tree decorations to be sold at the Fair using
wire, glitter and card. Alongside this we have been running our potato enterprise which has
given opportunities for shopping, teamwork, cookery skills and money maths. We have been
writing our reports on our work last week on Digital Day and on Tuesday one of our groups
will go to TH_NK design agency to complete a professional submission for the competition.
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Our English work on World War 1 was completed this week when we uploaded our film about
how we imagined life in the trenches. This can be found on the school Twitter page, or at the
Vimeo link:

World War 1 Key Stage 5 Writing project
https://vimeo.com/301795323

General
This week we held our first Post 16 Coffee Morning which was also available to parents in Key
Stage 4. A big thanks to Phil Nichols who came and delivered a session during the morning
on preparing students for independent travel training. Phil is looking to come back into school
to work with classes and is also looking to find a venue to running an out of school session for
parents who could not attend this meeting due to work. When we get more news on this I will
let you know.

Odd Facts of the week
1) During World War 2, British pilots flying over France carried chocolate bars containing
garlic. The idea behind it was that if the pilot crashed in France they could eat the chocolate
and their subsequent garlic breath would be suitably 'french' so they could blend in and escape
from the Germans!
2) In Switzerland it is illegal to own just 1 Guinea Pig.
3) 7% of Americans believe chocolate milk comes from brown cows.
4) If Pinocchio says, "My nose will grow now!" it would create a paradox. How? Well if
Pinocchio says it and is lying, his nose will grow, meaning he told the truth, which means his
nose will not grow, meaning he was lying, which means it will grow, meaning that he was
telling the truth, which means his nose would not grow, meaning he was lying which means.....
arrghhhhh!!!!
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Students of the Week – Week 11
Early Years and Key Stage One
Ireland

Lucas Rosenthal

Wales

Kaiden Devine
Key Stage Two

Peru

Nathanael Dudek

Portugal

Lewis Gleeson

USA

Cyrus McAlpine

Brazil

Kyle Wilson

France

Andrew Mills

Canada

Immy Hussain

Spain

JoJo Campbell

Italy

Jocob Somerskill
Key Stage Three

Madagascar

Jessica Smith

Seychelles

Paul Connor

Cape Verde

AJ Kennedy

Botswana

Halle Smith

Mozambique

Matthew Goudie

Malawi

Cemal Bagmaci

Kenya

Mohamed Djerboua
Key Stage Four

Australia

Adam McEvoy

Papua New Guinea

Aiden Collins

Samoa

Sol Sweeney

Christmas Island

Anthony Skinks
Key Stage Five

New Zealand

Dan Bend-Guthrie

Tasmania

Hao Zhen

Fiji

Luke Jones
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Week 11 in pictures
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Week 11 in pictures
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Key Diary Dates
Our academic year 2018-19 term dates are available on our website:
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/ALS-Term-Dates-201819.pdf

Please note planned early finishes and closure dates, as known at present:
TERM 2:
Early finish on Thursday, 20 December 2018 at 1:30pm
Christmas Holiday: Friday 21 December 2018 to Friday 4 January 2019
Bank holidays:
Tuesday 25 December 2018 - Christmas Day
Wednesday 26 December 2018 – Boxing Bank Holiday
Tuesday, 1 January 2019 – New Year’s Day
TERM 3:
February Holiday: Monday 18 February 2019 to Friday 22 February 2019
TERM 4:
Early finish on Friday, 5 April 2019 at 1:30pm
Spring Holiday: Monday 8 April 2019 to Monday 22 April 2019
Bank holidays:
Friday, 19 April 2019 – Good Friday
Monday, 22 April 2019 – Easter Monday
TERM 5:
Bank holiday:
Monday, 6 May 2019 – Early Bank Holiday Monday
May Holiday: Monday 27 May 2019 to Friday 31 May 2019
TERM 6:
Staff training day: Friday 12 July 2019 – school closed to students
Staff training day: Monday 22 July – Wednesday 24 July 2019 – school closed to students
Summer Holiday: Thursday 25 July 2019
Bank holidays:
Monday 26 August 2019 – August Bank Holiday

Key Diary Dates for the remainder of the year can be found on our website,
under the EVENTS tab:
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/events/
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Head’s Weekly Newsletter
KEY DIARY DATES - TERM 2 - 39 days
WEEK
NUMBER
11

W/C

Date

Sat 24.11.18

24.11

12

Mrs Ania Hildrey,
Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Mon
26.11
26.11.18
Tue
27.11
 KS5 group Tea Factory in Liverpool – finalise Digital entries
Wed

Event


Comment
FAB! Christmas Fair

28.11

Thurs

29.11

Fri

30.11




09:00-12:00 - Staff SALT Consultation Clinics
United Utilities in School – KS4



Departmental Assemblies
9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department
10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department

13

12:00-15:00

Mon 3.12.18

3.12

Tue

4.12

Wed

5.12

Thurs

6.12

Fri

7.12




9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning
School Health Team in school



Book Bus in School




Moderation Day 2
Departmental Assemblies
9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department
10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department



9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning

Assemblies and Coffee Morning are open
to families. Parking is available on site on
a “first-come-first-served basis” only. No
photography permitted.

Assemblies and Coffee Morning are open
to families. Parking is available on site on
a “first-come-first-served basis” only. No
photography permitted.

14

15

Mon
10.12.18
Tue

10.12
11.12



09:00-12:00 - Staff SALT Consultation Clinics

Wed

12.12

Thurs

13.12





12:00-15:00 Educational Psychology Staff Clinic
Christmas Lunch - Students
Christmas Production

Fri

14.12




Christmas Production
Christmas Jumper Day – all students and staff

Mon
17.12.18

17.12




Term 2 - Festival of Learning & Parental Consultation
Seeing is Believing for Governors

Tue

18.12

Wed

19.12






Term 2 - Festival of Learning & Parental Consultation
Seeing is Believing for Governors
Term 2 - Festival of Learning & Parental Consultation
Seeing is Believing for Governors

Thurs
20.12.18

20.12.18



END OF TERM 2@13:30

NO ASSEMBLY

School closes at 13:30
Packed lunch provided

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY: Monday, 24 December 2018 to Friday, 4 January 2019
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