Head’s Weekly Newsletter
Issue 12, 30 November 2018

Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Dear Students, Families, Colleagues and Friends
Welcome to this year’s twelfth issue of the Head’s Weekly Newsletter.
Unsurprisingly, I must start by thanking my amazing team for their hard work – last week for a
6-day working week for many and I feel that it is only right and proper that I single out those
who worked tirelessly at last Saturday’s Christmas Fair:
-

-

Lisa Sharpe – the key leader of this fantastic event
Alison Twomey, Dean Scott-Scarth, Anthony McVerry, Michelle Griffiths, Andy Cocklin,
Ryan Mason, Katie Dallas, Paul Davenport and Lisa Walker (the engine behind the
whole operation and the most amazing saleswoman – the CDs were gone in no time
at all!) and Kim Adair – the members of the school’s Leadership Team
Caroline Abbott and Kieran Spillane – the two teachers representing the school
Debra Hughes, Joseph Bijster and Kim Murdoch – our wonderful support staff
Laura McNally – our Trainee Teacher – thank you!
Jennie Shipley, Bev Lunt, Jo Scarrott, Karen Simpson and Darren Stephens – our
wonderful team of School Business Support staff.

Many of the above-named colleagues came with support of their families – from children,
siblings, parents and in-laws – please pass my sincere thanks to them for their hard graft on
the day!
Any community event is fundamentally there for more than just the students and staff of the
school – it is for the families, friends, neighbours and others who somewhat accidentally find
their way to such event. This year’s Christmas Fair welcomed hundreds of visitors – a few
popped in for a quick transactional purchase, some treated it as an afternoon out, whilst others
came to start partnership working with us as a school. How wonderful is that?!
We have raised nearly £3000 for the school!!!
I want to thank the parents, volunteers and governors who form our FAB! – the
wonderful Parent Teacher Association – without you, none of this would be possible!
Any staff member and any member of our students’ families is automatically a PTA member
– please contact Lisa Sharpe if you would like to get involved in this wonderful group’s work.
Thank you!
I wish you a lovely last weekend of November and look forward to seeing you next week for
the week 13 of this year – let’s make it not only lucky but simply the best one yet…
With kindest regards

Mrs A. Hildrey
Headteacher

Head’s Updates

STAFFING UPDATE
JOB COACH
Ms Claire Caddick, our Job Coach has now joined our school and has been busy getting to
know key people, organisations and places!
Ms Caddick will drive forward our 3-19 Careers Strategy and lead on the bespoke initiatives
aimed at increasing work-related and work-based learning opportunities for our students.
If you would like to get in contact with her to discuss any opportunities for supporting our
school’s work-related learning, please get in touch: claire.caddick@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

PERU CLASS TEACHER
I am delighted to let you know that following this week’s recruitment, we have appointed Miss
Kate Last to the position of Class Teacher in Peru.
Miss Last is a fully qualified teacher, with experience of working in a variety of special schools
and has worked with us, here at Abbot’s Lea School since September 2018 as a Higher Level
Teaching Assistant. Having spent last week transitioning from her current role to the next, we
wish her all the very best for teaching in Peru Class effective next week!
Parents wishing to make direct contact can do so my emailing Miss Last on:
kate.last@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

SAFEGUARDING AND ICT
I would reiterate the expectation that NO STUDENT is allowed to use any personal ICT
equipment which has either a phone, camera and/or internet access.
Ipods and mp3 players may be used for some parts of the school day, with the usual rule of
the class teachers remaining in charge of whether, when and how long for students may use
those during their learning process.
Please note that Abbot’s Lea School will not be liable for any loss, theft or damage of any
such property.

Thank you for your understanding and cooperation.
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MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORT

We are a school totally committed to promoting our students’ health. This includes physical
health and mental health.
Whilst the former was better developed through the National Curriculum, mental health was
not. This is now changing and we not only welcome this change but see ourselves as the
leaders in the new curricular approaches to promoting positive mental health amongst the
students.
Over the past two years we have invested heavily into workforce development in the area of
mental health by recruiting a specialist senior leader into the role of Head of Care and
Safeguarding, investing into training of more staff as Designated Safeguarding Leads and we
rolled out whole staff training on mental health support, bereavement, emotional regulation
and support we, the staff can offer.
Additionally, as no person lives in a vacuum, we have created a Family Adviser role and
launched close working with families, including open door policy, weekly open assemblies,
Friday Coffee Mornings and a range of events – such as the Christmas Fair I referred to in my
foreword.
Having recovered from a major financial deficit this March, we launched, straight away, from
April 2018, direct specialist support for the students in the area of mental health support.
Our in-house Educational Psychologist and in-house CAMHS clinics are specifically there to
support the students, their class teams and the families with matters arising which may
indicate mental health difficulties. A range of direct child psychotherapeutic interventions is
also commissioned when this advisory team recommend it to us as the best way forward.
Mental health is a complex matter and there are no quick fixes in many of the most multilayered of situations we deal with. Acceptance, patience and non-judgmental openmindedness are key to long term support systems for the person or persons suffering.
That said, my colleague, Alison Twomey offered some advice in the last issue of the newsletter
which made an interesting and worthwhile reading – it certainly makes me reflect and think of
the ways I can help myself when feeling blue…
See issue 11 on our website if you missed it last week!
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OPEN EVENING
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Care and Safeguarding
Ms Alison Twomey, Head of Care and Safeguarding
E: Alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Firstly, a huge ‘thank you’ to everyone who came to the Christmas Fair last Saturday. I dusted
off my Santa onesie and spent a very happy 3 hours maintaining an orderly queue at the
Grotto entrance. I feel like I’ve made the ‘Grotto’ spot my own now and it really is the best
place to experience the joys of the day. Students young (and not so young!) truly love a visit
to see Santa and it’s so heartwarming to see their faces light up when they enter the Grotto. I
hope my second year as Santa’s little helper isn’t my last!
Since the fair the rest of the week has flown by. My highlight (if you can call it that) was a day
spent training with Child Bereavement UK looking at how children and young people with ASD
can be supported through loss and grief. Death is such an emotive subject and often people
are too afraid to even start a conversation with families about their feelings. Child Bereavement
UK has developed a number of resources on their website and also offers a free helpline for
families and professionals seeking advice (details at the end of the article).
The impact of ASD on bereavement needs to be understood if the right support is to be offered.
The key areas of difficulty experienced by children with ASD will all be affected by
bereavement and their responses to loss is likely to be different to a neurotypical child.
Children with ASD can be left out of cultural and religious rituals due to their challenging
‘behaviour’. There may be a misunderstanding from others regarding the way the child
manifests their grief or there may be an assumption that the child has little understanding of
emotion and therefore will not grieve. We must not assume that just because a child is not
talking about their grief or showing other signs, that they are not grieving. Alternatively,
bereavement may exacerbate other existing difficulties such as fears, phobias, obsessions, or
resistance to change.
Very often, the best person to support a child through their grief is an adult who already has a
trusted relationship with them. Typically this will be a member of school staff who works with
the child on a daily basis, understands the best way to communicate with them and who will
be alert to any changes in behaviour (emotional or behavioural) which may indicate additional
help is needed. We must remember that grief is a natural process and one which all of us must
go through during our life. There is no correct way to grieve; any emotion or reaction is
‘normal’. The process of grieving doesn’t have a timescale and there is no way of ‘speeding’
up the recovery. Equipping our students with the skills to talk and communicate about death
is essential as we cannot protect them from the experience. The websites below offer excellent
advice for families on how to support their children. Please do take a look.
www.childbereavementuk.org
Helpline: 0800 02 888 40
www.winstonswish.org
www.griefencounter.org.uk
www.tcf.org.uk
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Autism Research and Development
Ms Micah Grimshaw, Head of Autism Research and Development
E: micah.grimshaw@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

I want to use my article this week to give thanks to all the students, staff and families who have
participated in any of the research projects that we have collaborated on so far this year.
The first research project explored how children best learn vocabulary from pictures. Miss
Richards from Lancaster University used both colour and black and white pictures to score
how children learn new words. Students that took part enjoyed playing games with pictures
and objects, and learned names for unfamiliar pictures.
To date, research investigating picture understanding in both typical development and autism
has focussed on children’s ability to identify the meanings of words when paired with pictures.
The study led by Miss Richards will advance knowledge by exploring children’s ability to
identify, retain and generalise the meanings of words learned from pictures that vary in
iconicity. The findings may have important implications for the selection of visual symbols used
for picture-based communication interventions.
Our second project, which is currently underway, is in collaboration with Miss Jones from
Durham University. I was particularly keen to talk to Miss Jones, and her supervisors Professor
Deborah Riby and Dr Mary Hanley (Direction and Associate Director of the Centre for
Developmental Disorders), as their project closely aligns with our goal at Abbot’s Lea School
to support sensory needs and minimise the impact of sensory sensitivities on learning.
Together with the information gathered from the study we will be able to develop a ‘best
practice’ sensory intervention based on evidence. There will also be an opportunity for Miss
Jones to share her findings and guidance with staff and families.
Finally, we have an upcoming project with Miss Aithal at Edge Hill University looking at dance
movement psychotherapy as an autism intervention. This particular project looks closely at
the relationship between the caregiver’s state of wellbeing and the child’s state of wellbeing.
Dance Movement Psychotherapy or DMP is a psychotherapeutic approach where movements
or dance are used to enhance emotional, physical, social, cognitive and spiritual aspects of
an individual. The project is open to students in Key Stage 2 and 3, requiring caregivers to be
able to attend 1 session per week. Sessions will run in 5 week blocks from January.
If you are interested in taking part or would like some more information please contact
me via email: micah.grimshaw@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Primary Department
Mr Scott-Scarth, Head of Primary Department
E: dean.scott-scarth@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

The students of the Primary Department have been striving to learn this week, breaking down
their personal barriers to communicate and socialise with one another. Observing the social
interactions between students in school is always uplifting and demonstrates our students’
commitment to our Golden Rules, Being Nice, Never Giving Up and Staying Positive.
With December approaching quickly the students and staff are gearing up for the festive
period. The decorations and the spirit of Christmas have continued after the Christmas Fayre,
students visiting Woolton Cinema next week to watch The Grinch. This educational visit has
been organised by Mrs O’Neill to get a busy December off to a festive start.
The students are off to a flying start with Travel to Tokyo, engaging in exciting opportunities to
participate in Golf, Judo, The Daily Mile and Yoga.
Parents can join in Travel to Tokyo by logging all of the exciting activities that they do with
their children at home. The instructions to log in are:
www.getset.co.uk and choosing Travel to Tokyo. The school postcode is L25 6EE. Choose
the school name, choose your son/daughters class name and log your activity, the length of
activity and the intensity (how out of breath you got). Logging an activity is anonymous and all
activity counts whether it be walking to the shop or running a marathon. Travel to Tokyo is
about participation between students, school and families, not about producing Olympic
athletes. Have fun and get logging.
Have a great weekend.
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Secondary Department
Mr McVerry, Head of Secondary Department
E: anthony.mcverry@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

First of all I want to thank all of the students and families who attended the Christmas Fair last
weekend, it was a massive success and it was brilliant to see so many people there and
enjoying the festivities.
This week our Job Coach Claire Caddick has started; I know she has written her own article
for the Newsletter this week, it is great to have Claire on board and to share the vision for the
school. We will be working together over the next couple of weeks, meeting key contacts and
further strengthening the employability aspects of our curriculum.
Claire and I met with two of the key drivers for Supported Internships, Martin Wilby and Mark
McGillicuddy. They shared their vision for the development of the Intern to Work project and
we also shared our vision as a school. It is always good to moderate what we are doing and
to make sure we are leading the way with our agenda, which we are!
I have also been busy this week supporting LJMU students in the PGCE year as their Liaison
Tutor. I visited two trainees this week and it is so refreshing to be part of their journey and also
be a support for them throughout the year.
We have also had lots going on this week in school, our KS4 team invited United Utilities into
school as part of the science curriculum, focussing on discussing the water cycle and the role
United Utilities play in this.
Our Key Stage 4 football team has been busy again representing the school. It was also week
three of our Dutch Farm project and a number of our Key Stage 4 and 5 students carried on
their Digital Day project with an off-site visit.
Next week our Key Stage 3 team have organised for the return of the Book Bus and this will
be on site on Monday 3 December, you should have received a letter regarding this.
Lastly, I want to wish one of our Key Stage 3 student’s good luck as he changes schools.
Oliver Smaile has been with the school for a number of years, sadly today is his last day.
Oliver will be missed, however, we all know that you will enjoy your new school and we all
wish you Good Luck!
Have a wonderful weekend.
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School Business Support Team
Mr Andrew Cocklin, Head of Finance and Operations
E: andrew.cocklin@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Thank you to everyone who turned up for the Christmas Fair on Saturday. It was great to see
so many students and their families attend and make the whole day a huge success.
My thanks as well to Sean, one of our students, for his fantastic support with ensuring the car
park was well managed and the excellent maps of the school that he made and distributed to
visitors.
Overall a really good day and looking forward to the Summer Fair already.

Mrs Michelle Griffiths, Head of HR
E: michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

I would like to say a big thank you to everyone who attended our Christmas Fair on Saturday
and bought a Christmas gift from the stall Eileen Walsh and I were running.
It was a great day and we are looking forward to the Summer Fair now!
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Job Coach
Ms Claire Caddick, Job Coach
E: Claire.caddick@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

This week has been my very first week at Abbot’s Lea School as the new Job Coach.
I have spent my time navigating the school and meeting fellow staff members. I had an exciting
day on Tuesday when I went down to AMEY in Speke to meet the KS5 students who are on
supported internships. I am thrilled to report that they are doing an excellent job and the
partnership between AMEY and Abbot’s Lea School is an extremely positive one and one that
we will be replicating with other employers. Mr McVerry and Mrs Sumner have worked
exceptionally hard to get this initiative up and running and it is a credit to the school.
On Friday I led the Secondary Assembly and spoke about bravery. It is a topic that feels very
apt when we are looking towards our future careers. Being brave doesn’t mean that we never
feel scared or weak. It simply means that we carry on regardless, which is the way I felt when
I was asked to lead the assembly in my first week here at the school!
I have also spent some time introducing myself to staff and students and would now like to
extend that introduction to any parents/family/friends who may be reading this newsletter.
In the meantime, a little bit about me:
I have been working with children and young adults for 14 years in various settings such as
schools, further education colleges and supported accommodation provisions.
The last five years of my career have been solely focused around careers and post-16 options
including managing and developing sector-based work academies, traineeships and
apprenticeship programmes.
I was lucky enough to work internationally when I was promoted to an International Projects
Manager for the Prince’s Trust International that is based in London. I spent over a year
working in Asia, where I was building capacity at a local organisation and teaching others our
flagship employability programmes.
A large part of my job in Asia was to engage with employment partners in order to widen
opportunities for the young people we were working with.
This is, of course, also one of my priorities at Abbot’s Lea School.
For the remainder of this term I will be working really hard on the school’s Careers Strategy in
a response to the governmental Gatsby Benchmarks. This strategy will include a Careers
Clinic which students (and parents) will be very welcome to book in time with me to discuss
their/their child’s career and education options including finding out about our supported
internship programme. A careers and guidance strategy is an extremely important part of
Abbot’s Lea School’s vision and provision and I look forward to developing and introducing
some exciting new opportunities to our students!
Have a great weekend!
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Key Stage News and Updates
Early Years and Key Stage 1
Key Stage Leader: Miss O’Neill
Maria.O’Neill@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
This week we have been learning all about North America and have been discovering the
animals who live there. In Ireland class we have been focusing on the number 5 and the sound
'i.' Everyone enjoyed making sets of 5 and practicing how to write it. For our sound 'i' we have
been singing the 'i' song and playing eye spy games. Everyone showed amazing writing
practice by making 'i' posters. We are looking forward to our Cinema rip on Monday! Have a
lovely weekend!
Wales Class
We have welcomed our lovely new pupil, Louie, this week and are so happy that he is a part
of our class! We have been reading stories from North America like Up the Creek and Big
Bear Hug. In maths we have been learning to recognise o'clock times and even made our very
own clocks! We have also been continuing our materials Science topic and have been playing
lots of sorting and parachute games to help us recognise wood, plastic, metal and fabric
objects. We have been learning about places all over the word using our wonderful postcards
to help us. We loved looking at the big book of maps called an Atlas! Have a lovely weekend
everyone.

Key Stage 2
Key Stage Leader: Mrs Lisa Walker
Lisa.Walker@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
This week we have enjoyed beginning to look at Creation Stories in RE as we move
towards the Christian celebration of Christmas this term. We have explored Christmas around
the World and have planned our Christmas Trip to Woolton Cinema next week where we will
be using our communication and social skills to enjoy and activity together. Our choir - led by
Mr Flanagan - have begun rehearsals for their Christmas Carol rendition at St Georges Hall
Christmas Market on 11 December at 11am for 30 minutes, if you are in the City Centre at
that time I'm sure they would love to see you there! Mrs. Walker 
USA Class
In Class USA this we week we have used our formal letter writing skills to contact Briarwood
School in Texas , Briarwood is a school very similar to our own and we are looking forward to
receiving their replies! We have also continued to investigate the discovery of North America
moving on to the Pioneers and the crossing of the Western Frontier - The Appalachian
Mountains. We have learnt about the tribes located on the Great Plains and used our
observation skills to make informed opinions from photographs about what life may be like for
the tribes now and then. A brilliant weeks work USA, well done! Mrs Walker 
Peru Class
We have worked really hard this week. We continued with our current topic ‘Our World’ and
have enjoyed learning about the traditional Native American tale ‘Pocahontas’. The children
retold the story and were really surprised when she came and visited our classroom on
Tuesday. The children enjoyed asking her questions and finding out about what her life was
like. In Maths this week, the children have been learning how to measure the height and length
of objects around the classroom. The children even enjoyed measuring each other. The
children are really looking forward to visiting the cinema next week. Keep up the hard work
Peru Class.
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Key Stage News and Updates
France Class
France this week, in Maths we have continued to look at time by completing sensory activities.
In English we have produced a travel leaflet about New York City and Alaska by pricing up
flights, what animals live there, famous people that come from there and interesting facts. The
children also enjoyed an afternoon out on the mini bus.
Brazil Class
We have been busy this week finding out about the geography of North America; comparing
the amazing physical features there with somewhere a bit closer to home- Wales! We have
taken on the roles of travel agents researching great destinations then being very persuasive
selling these to our clients! Great sales techniques Class Brazil!
We have been comparing the true story of Pocahontas with that told by Disney. It was sad to
find out she was kidnapped and then died in England away from her family and home.
In Maths we have been working on understanding addition and subtraction and how we can
check our answers.
Our Travel to Tokyo target has had a big boost when we all practised our basketball skillsdribbling, passing and shooting. We also got to add golf to our total on top of daily Mile and
PE.
Great work Class Brazil, keep it up!
Spain Class
The students in Spain class have had another busy week learning all about North America.
The students have studied Native American stories and have worked hard to answer
comprehension questions in full sentences. Additionally, they have made rattles, drums and
rainmakers inspired by the stories they have been listening to. The students thoroughly
enjoyed creating their instruments and performing to their friends. The students have studied
and created artwork in the style of the American artist Frank Lloyd Wright and made
Christingles to celebrate the start of advent.
In Mathematics, the students have worked hard to grasp the concepts of greater than and less
than. In Science, the students have enjoyed learning about the seasonal changes from
Autumn to Winter.
Well done for all your hard work and efforts this week, Spain class!
Italy Class
This week Italy class continued with their measuring activities in Maths. On Monday we carried
on looking at weight and mass and Tuesday and Wednesday we introduced capacity and
volume. As a class we completed some different experiments that included weighing objects
and looking at the capacity of various containers. We learnt new vocabulary like half full, half
empty, nearly full and nearly empty. We had great fun filling up and emptying different
containers. In English we completed our news work on Monday. On Tuesday we listened to
the story of Pocahontas and found out how she made an alliance between her Native
American tribe and the colonists. On Tuesday afternoon we researched famous landmarks in
North America. Our favourite is the Golden Gate Bridge in San Francisco. On Wednesday we
listened to the Native American story Brother Eagle, Sister Sky. We found out how Chief
Seattle had spoken these words 'The earth does not belong to us. We belong to the earth'
over a hundred years ago. On Wednesday afternoon we visited Taskers on the minibus. We
had a look at the Christmas decorations on display. On Thursday we completed our phonics
sounds for the week and played our money maths shop game.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Canada Class
Canada class have continued to look at how the Native Americans lived, their food, clothes
and homes. We then visited the world museum to see the Americas exhibition. The pupils
enjoyed seeing some of the things we have been learning about. Canada class learnt some
tribal songs in music and experienced what is what like to be a Native American.
We made gingerbread men in our food tech lesson this week and the pupils worked really well
together. Miss Abbott was very proud of how sensible and independent they all were.
Fantastic week Canada!
Portugal Class
It's been a very fun week in Class Portugal - we have been busy continuing our theme of
North America! On Thursday, we planned a trip to Alaska - even pricing flights and hotels!
We also did some fantastic comprehension work in English, answering questions all about
the life of Christopher Columbus!
We are all looking forward to our trip to the Cinema on Monday to get us into the Christmas
spirit! Have a lovely weekend!

Key Stage 3
Key Stage Leader: Mr Mason
Ryan.Mason@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
We have had another fantastic week in KS3 this week where all the students have been
involved in exciting learning opportunities within their lessons and have enjoyed trips out within
the community. We have continued with the 'Our World' theme and the students have
completed some fantastically creative activities and produced some amazing work! Next
week, we are looking forward to welcoming the Book Bus provided by the lovely 'Book People'
where all students will have the opportunity to explore the bus and purchase books if they
wish. Have a great weekend!
Mozambique Class
We have had a great week this week learning about Chinese proverbs in Literacy and we have
started to learn about the meaning of them. We have also worked on individual targets and
have been learning how to spell common exception words. In Maths we have been looking at
symmetrical patterns and we have introduced the concepts of vertical and
horizontal symmetry. In R.E we have continued work on Buddhism and in Science we have
tested the strength of magnetic forces. In Art we have made Chinese opera masks which we
will be displaying during the Festival of Learning and have made chocolate chip cookies in
Food Technology. In P.E we have practiced yoga poses and have been introduced to the art
of meditation. In Geography we have been looking at volcanoes and have learnt about the
geology of how crystals are formed and we got our own amethyst to take home. In History we
have started to learn about the Shang dynasty and in music we have composed our own
melody using the pentatonic scale. In ICT we have increased our skills in animation and we
have created our own cartoons using a variety of programs.

Page 15 of 28

Key Stage News and Updates
Kenya Class
This week Kenya Class have been learning about Ancient Egypt and Tutankhamen. Kenya
class were able to write a dairy and pretend that they were the great explores finding all the
hidden treasure in the tombs. In English we have been reading a book called 'Flat Stanley' .
This week’s chapter was about how Stanley was sent to Egypt in an envelope, next week we
will find out why he is needed and what adventures to be unfolded. Within Life Skills, Kenya
class learned about road safety and the green cross code. Have a great weekend!
Malawi Class
This week in Malawi we have started a new class book: Flat Stanley's Great Egyptian Grave
Robbery. We're enjoying the adventure even more as we have been learning about Ancient
Egypt in History. We're now predicting what we think might happen in the next chapter,
"Walk Like an Egyptian".
As part of the "Our World" focus, we've been learning about the different continents of the
earth in Geography and even designed our own desert island and its laws in Life Skills.
Chocolate currency, anyone?
We have also been practicing Money Maths but sadly not with chocolate coins. Despite the
lack of sweets, the work so far has been brilliant; adding and recognising all the different
coins.
Seychelles Class
An emotional time this week as one pupil is moving onto new pastures new. We are saying
good bye and good luck to one special young man in our class as he prepares for new
adventures at another school; where we know he will be looked after and have a fantastic
time! We are having a little party to say goodbye and I'm sure that some familiar faces will pop
in to wish him the best.
Class Seychelles have also continued to compile a pretty impressive collection of animations
during our computing lessons. I know Mozambique have enjoyed watching them as much as
we have had fun making them. We have explored their social hierarchy of the Shang dynasty
and discussed what it was like back then. In English we have consolidated speech marks,
parentheses and subordinate conjunctions. In Maths we have investigated length, perimeter
and area. Some pupils have calculated the area of compound rectilinear shapes and others
have calculated the areas of triangle and circles.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 4
Key Stage Leader: Miss Dallas
Katie.Dallas@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Papua New Guinea Class
This week in PNG we have continued studying Gulliver’s Travels, we have been looking at
how Jonathan Swift created the book as a satire mocking the time in which he lived. We looked
at current political issues and articles that do the same in modern times. In Maths we have
been looking at word problems in preparation for our Entry Level exam. In Geography we have
begun studying the continents, we did research on the different populations, highest peaks
and longest rivers.
On Wednesday we took part in activities with United Utilities, we explored how to save water
and how water is cleaned. Cuppa New Guinea also had a busy week, our new logo is going
to be launching soon!
Australia Class
We have had an exciting week in class Australia. On Monday, a small group were invited to
THINK in the City Centre to develop their already brilliant idea of creating an app as part of
the BIMA digital Day. The students worked really hard and are extremely proud of their idea!
On Wednesday KS4 invited United Utilities into school to do some science workshops. The
workshops were fun and informative. The students understand the importance of saving water
and have promised to pass on this important message.
As December approaches, we are getting into the Christmas spirit. This week in food
technology we made chocolate spread Christmas trees. They were delicious!
Christmas Island Class
This week in Christmas Island, in Science the students have begun making a solar system
using balloons and papier-mâché!
In Food Tech, we made chicken pita pockets, all the students enjoyed deciding what they like
in their pitas and eating them afterwards for snack!
We have also continued learning about The Titanic and the history of how the ship was made.
Hope everyone has a lovely weekend!
Samoa Class
This week Samoa class got very innovative and designed their own products to advertise on
Dragon's Den. Products ranged from Robot Lego Sorters to Automatic Planets. We finished
our planet display and enjoyed a birthday cake for Miss Loughran’s birthday. We learnt about
different religions from around the world, particularly enjoying learning about Eid in Islam. Kyle
Peacock impressed us all with his knowledge of countries and capital cities in Geography.
The highlight of this week was a visit from United Utilities, we have learnt all about the water
cycle and wastewater in an interactive, engaging and fun way. We even danced along to a
water song. In Food Tech we made some tasty pizza bagels and in Science we learnt about
day, night and the seasons. We started to make Christmas decorations too.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 5
Key Stage Leader: Mr Davenport
Paul.davenport@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
New Zealand Class
This week New Zealand class had the chance to experience life within a design agency in
Liverpool. Following our participation in the BIMA Digital Day competition, a group from our
class went to TH_NK design and worked with Amanda and Chelsea, the staff who work there,
to improve our final entry to the competition. Students worked well in individual roles as project
manager, researcher, artist, presenter and graphic designer.
The class have started reading, "The Midnight Gang" by David Walliams and we are all
enjoying it. We are also going to start writing a play that could be used for the Christmas
Pantomime. We have many talented writers in class and I think it will be a unique experience!
Students have continued our quest to make the potato the staple of the staff diet on a
Wednesday through our enterprise. Coming soon is the Festive Spud: Your Christmas meal
in potato form! On Thursday we set off, like Scott of the Antarctic, to catch the bus to the gym.
Also, like Scott, we encountered bad weather. Unlike Scott we did not freeze to death in a tent
in Calderstones Park, but returned to school after a few minutes. After a period of drying off,
we then went out for lunch, so students still got the chance to use their money maths skills.
On Friday morning, students carried out their reflective study of the week, adding to the
Positiv-itree, followed by a trip to the Cinema to see, "The Grinch," put on by our friends at the
A.C.E. group in Woolton Cinema.
Odd Facts of the week
1) Queen Cleopatra lived closer in time to the Moon landings than to the building of the Great
Pyramid.
2) In the French Harry Potter books, Voldemort’s middle name is Elvis.
3) In 2013, nine babies born in the UK were named Cheese.
4) The facial expressions on Lego figures have become increasingly angry over the last 30
years.
Fiji Class
Our Fiji Chefs began this week by cooking a delicious full English breakfast! Bacon, sausages
(and vegetarian ones too), eggs, beans and hash browns! We all enjoyed eating this too!!
Every plate was empty and some were even licked clean  The Star Chef award this week
goes to Dan Thompson who cracked an egg perfectly! Well done!
On Tuesday we went on a magical mystery tour of Liverpool to have a look at how the world
has influenced our city and how our city has influenced the world. We visited both of the
football Stadiums, the Cathedrals, the Liver Buildings, The Arch in China town and we talked
about the Beatles too! What a fascinating city we live in.
On Wednesday we began reading The Witches by Roald Dahl. We are all enjoying it so far. A
few of us have seen the film but none of us have read the book before. We were surprised
that the main character doesn’t have a name.

Page 18 of 28

Key Stage News and Updates
On Thursday, we had our weekly trip to the gym. As it was so stormy, we took the school
minibus this week so we wouldn’t get blown away in the winds. Hopefully the weather will clear
up again next week and we can go back to using the public bus.
We’ve had a great week in Fiji and we’ve also celebrated Caitlin’s 18th birthday! She also
happens to be our pupil of the week this week as she has tried so hard in English and Maths
to improve on her skills. Even though she found the work difficult, Caitlin continued to try her
best and completed the work with all the answers correct! Well done!
Tasmania Class
On Monday we decided to walk to Tesco to continue our travel training. This was a huge
success as the pupils had to remember the ingredients that we needed to buy for our Fajita
that we made on Tuesday. Each pupil had to remember a different ingredient then find it in
the shop. The pupils were fantastic and remembered each ingredient reminding the staff what
we had to buy.
Pupils took it in turns guided by staff to inform the class when it was safe for us all to cross the
road. We will continue to practice this with every visit we take out of school.
On Tuesday we used the ingredients that we had bought to make our own Fajita’s. As a class
team we cannot tell you how impressed we are with the pupils, as everyone tasted the different
types of food. Most of the pupils enjoyed the food that they tasted and had more.
Some of our students this week have continued the hard work at Dutch farm. The students
planted some bulbs ready for the spring, cut back brambles and weeds and finished the
morning by feeding the chickens and collecting the eggs.
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Students of the Week – Week 12
Early Years and Key Stage One
Ireland

Ansel Bhusal

Wales

Louie Goodwin
Key Stage Two

Peru

Jay-Jay Harrison Green

Portugal

Joshua Iyen

USA

Ellis Powell

Brazil

Ruben Chipchase

France

Hayden Sherwood

Canada

Ethan Holmes

Spain

Alfie Doran

Italy

Sam Hogan
Key Stage Three

Madagascar

Thomas Power

Seychelles

Oliver Smale

Cape Verde

Paige Keenan

Botswana

Euan Lee

Mozambique

Lewis Byrne

Malawi

Oscar Bieleki

Kenya

Shasiah Griffiths
Key Stage Four

Australia

Nathan Brown

Papua New Guinea

James McCann

Samoa

Joe Ball

Christmas Island

Lewis Stafford-Wells
Key Stage Five

New Zealand

George Murphy

Tasmania

Huw Corry

Fiji

Caitlin Brennan
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Week 12 in pictures
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Key Diary Dates
Our academic year 2018-19 term dates are available on our website:
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/ALS-Term-Dates-201819.pdf

Please note planned early finishes and closure dates, as known at present:
TERM 2:
Early finish on Thursday, 20 December 2018 at 1:30pm
Christmas Holiday: Friday 21 December 2018 to Friday 4 January 2019
Bank holidays:
Tuesday 25 December 2018 - Christmas Day
Wednesday 26 December 2018 – Boxing Bank Holiday
Tuesday, 1 January 2019 – New Year’s Day
TERM 3:
February Holiday: Monday 18 February 2019 to Friday 22 February 2019
TERM 4:
Early finish on Friday, 5 April 2019 at 1:30pm
Spring Holiday: Monday 8 April 2019 to Monday 22 April 2019
Bank holidays:
Friday, 19 April 2019 – Good Friday
Monday, 22 April 2019 – Easter Monday
TERM 5:
Bank holiday:
Monday, 6 May 2019 – Early Bank Holiday Monday
May Holiday: Monday 27 May 2019 to Friday 31 May 2019
TERM 6:
Staff training day: Friday 12 July 2019 – school closed to students
Staff training day: Monday 22 July – Wednesday 24 July 2019 – school closed to students
Summer Holiday: Thursday 25 July 2019
Bank holidays:
Monday 26 August 2019 – August Bank Holiday

Key Diary Dates for the remainder of the year can be found on our website,
under the EVENTS tab:
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/event
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Head’s Weekly Newsletter
KEY DIARY DATES - TERM 2 - 39 days
WEEK NUMBER
13

14

15

W/C
Mon 3.12.18

Date
3.12

Event
 Book Bus in School
 Primary Christmas trip (morning) Woolton Cinema
Tue
4.12
 Moderation Day 2
Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Wed

5.12

Thurs

6.12

Fri

7.12




Departmental Assemblies
9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department
10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department
9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning

Mon 10.12.18

10.12

Tue

11.12



09:00-12:00 - Staff SALT Consultation Clinics

Wed

12.12

Thurs

13.12





12:00-15:00 Educational Psychology Staff Clinic
Christmas Lunch - Students
Christmas Production

Fri

14.12

Mon 17.12.18

17.12

Tue

18.12

Wed

19.12

Thurs
20.12.18

20.12.18











Christmas Production
Christmas Jumper Day – all students and staff
Term 2 - Festival of Learning & Parental Consultation
Seeing is Believing for Governors
Term 2 - Festival of Learning & Parental Consultation
Seeing is Believing for Governors
Term 2 - Festival of Learning & Parental Consultation
Seeing is Believing for Governors
END OF TERM 2@13:30

Comment

Assemblies and Coffee Morning are open to
families. Parking is available on site on a “firstcome-first-served basis” only. No photography
permitted.

NO ASSEMBLY

School closes at 13:30
Packed lunch provided

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY: Monday, 24 December 2018 to Friday, 4 January 2019
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