Head’s Weekly Newsletter
Issue 8, 2 November 2018

Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Dear Students, Families, Colleagues and Friends
Welcome to the first issue of this term’s Head’s Weekly Newsletter.
I hope you all had a good break last week and yet, that coming back to school was a welcome
return to a positive routine.
We had so much going on this week – a lot of it captured in the amazing stories shared here
by the class teams and the respective phase leaders.
This term is peppered with activities aimed to inspire our students and stimulate interest in the
world around us. In fact, this exactly: “Our World” is the theme overarching all of the learning
across the five key stages.
Walking around the school this week I was informed of the “journeys” around the globe starting
to take shape and it was very heart-warming to hear students re-tell their learning about other
countries, the languages spoken there and some key customs which set their national
identities.
Rich, multi-cultural education is key in the modern society and the celebration of differences
is actively encouraged by me as the school’s Headteacher and by the whole staff team who
embrace the philosophy of inclusion.
Travels educate. This, for some means physical travel. For others – such journeys around
our world take on a form of reading, films, listening to, and learning a foreign language,
tasting food from around the world and listening to music originating from the faraway lands.
There is a personal passion I have for this term’s theme, of course – originally from Poland,
my journey around the world started when the citizens of my country were not allowed free
movement; passports were prohibited and even if in place, the resources were too sparse to
allow for the cross-border adventures… So – it was the various books, pictures and stories
were my start to the world exploration.
To this day, I take great joy in imagining places I have not yet seen and the realities of life in
different parts of the world.
I hope that every student enjoys this term’s theme and that big dreams are born from the
exploration of the endless opportunities that Our World has on offer.
Have a wonderful weekend!
Mrs A. Hildrey
Headteacher

Care and Safeguarding
Ms Alison Twomey, Head of Care and Safeguarding
E: Alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

On Wednesday, I attended a workshop delivered by Barnardo’s on their Action with Young
Carers Liverpool project. Barnardo’s Action with Young Carers is commissioned to ensure that
young carers and young adult carers up to the age of 25 are identified and can receive a
carer’s assessment under the statutory duty of Liverpool City Council. They work within a
whole family approach to reduce the negative impact of caring by accessing support for the
young carer and family members where there is an identified need.
The BBC estimates that there are about 700,000 young carers in the UK. Being a young carer
often means looking after a family member who is ill or helping them by looking after the other
members of the family while they can’t.
Young carers often do more chores than other children would. On top of providing emotional
support to the person they are caring for they may also have to learn how to nurse them or
look after their personal needs like bathing and dressing.
Action with Young Carers Liverpool works with young carers and young adult carers who are
caring for an adult who has a physical illness/disability, including mental ill health, sensory
disability or has problematic use of drugs or alcohol. We know that Young Carers often do not
think of themselves as carers and it is important that they are recognised and get the support
they need.
Young Carers tell us that caring sometimes affects:
 Their health, including physical, mental health and emotional wellbeing
 Having a social life
 Their school work
 How they feel about themselves.
Barnardo’s can offer Young Carers a number of services including:
 someone to talk to who will listen
 the opportunity to meet other Young Carers
 emotional support and;
 an assessment which helps them and their family think about things that would make
a difference
Families can either contact Barnardo’s directly (youngcarers.liverpool@barnardos.org.uk) or
contact Lisa Sharpe, Family Adviser, to request support.

Page 2 of 32

Autism Research and Development
Ms Micah Grimshaw, Head of Autism Research and Development
E: micah.grimshaw@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

On Tuesday this week I attended the Women and Girls Conference, hosted by the National
Autistic Society. It was a great opportunity to hear from a whole range of people committed to
championing the voice of autistic people everywhere, and sharing their different insights into
the truths and misconceptions of autism. As I listened to presentations from clinical
psychologists to autistic women themselves I had so many, “I wish I knew this then” moments
but reminded myself that I have always done what I have known to be right thing at that time.
Learning new knowledge will inevitably lead to what can be somewhat uncomfortable
reflections, but it is the act of seeking to learn new and better ways informed by latest evidence
that should be celebrated. Thanks to research our understanding of autism has developed
over the years, but there is still much more to understand and more new knowledge to
discover!
I was pleased to see New Zealand carrying out their own enquiry after the Halloween parties
took place on Wednesday to gather responses and inform future planning. I listened as the
students of Madagascar gave some rich feedback to list the things they would like to see more
of next year and those that they would like to stay the same. It struck me how well students
collaborated with each other to not only identify problems, but to offer solutions. Some
students said that they felt that there could be more ‘to do’ and one student suggested that
next year’s party should provide opportunities to take part in more Halloween themed crafts.
This in turn triggered more ideas for fun Halloween-themed activities. I watched as together
they demonstrated the power of cooperative learning to facilitate thinking and problem-solving.
This experience has made me even more excited to announce that Abbot’s Lea School will
soon have their very own student-led research group, where students will feel empowered and
supported to take a lead on their own research projects that seek to improve the quality of life
for autistic people. The student research team will also gain opportunities to meet with
researchers from Universities and other research centres, as well as publishing and sharing
their findings via a medium of preference (online, paper publication, podcast, talk etc.).
Pupils are asked to write a short letter stating what they would like to research if part of the
team, what strengths they have to carry out independent research and what support they
would like to receive e.g. a quiet place to work, access to information. The deadline for
applications to this group is Friday 14th December.
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Primary Department
Mr Scott-Scarth, Head of Primary Department
E: dean.scott-scarth@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

We welcomed the students back to a new Autumn Term this week. I hope the break went well.
Students arrived back ready to learn and re-engage with their friends.
We began a new theme, ‘Our World’. After an action packed first term of ‘Our Stories,’ the
students changed focus and began to cast their enthusiastic eyes toward the wider world,
different countries and different continents. The intrepid explorers of Abbot's Lea School talked
about life in other parts of the world, different climates and different traditions.
On Wednesday the school enjoyed a spooky party, provided by Key Stages Four and Five.
The theme was Harry Potter. Our hosts provided spooktacular party games, frightfully tasty
snacks and a wanderful atmosphere! One class was turned into Olivander's Wand Shop,
making and distributing magic wands to their amazed and adoring customers. This was a
fangtastic opportunity for the students of the Primary Department to be socially independent,
meet and mix with the older students in Abbot's Lea School and to experience lots of different
sensory stimuli. New foods were tasted and explored and different sounds were heard and
enjoyed.
Students have continued to access lots of varied opportunities to be active, move around and
think about healthy living and being safe. The Travel to Tokyo initiative that we launched in
school is now in full swing. Students and classes are busy logging their physical activity on
the Get Set website which will also be linked to activity at home and with the family. If students
walk to the shop or go to the park this can be logged as "getting outside" and being active.
We have created Class Teams. Students can log activity against their teams to help their team
meet weekly goals.
Students are encouraged to do activity in school and with family to help them meet their
goals. This week’s goal: Double your family sessions.
Teams that meet or exceed their targets are in with a chance of winning prizes, including
athlete visits and take-home-prizes, e.g. skipping ropes and speakers.
Local Leisure Centres are also supporting the challenge. These can be found when you log
into the website (www.getset/travel-tokyo)
This week in the Primary Department the students have been increasing their physical activity
and supporting their physical, emotional and social well-being by taking part in Yoga, Golf
and Judo.
Have a wonderful weekend.
.
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Secondary Department
Mr McVerry, Head of Secondary Department
E: anthony.mcverry@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Firstly welcome back to week one of term 2, a week which coincided with Halloween and I
want to thank Mr Davenport, Miss. Dallas and all of the team in Key Stage 4 and 5 for hosting
this year’s Halloween party on Wednesday. The feedback has been brilliant and it was so nice
to see the effort that people had put into the decorations and also the costumes the students
came into school in.
I have a very big development to share with you this week with regards to our employability
agenda and our commitment to the Supported Internships project that we are running here in
school. Regenda, who we have been working with for over a year now have committed to offer
Supported Internships within their company and Abbot's Lea being their link school. This is a
massive development as it increase the opportunities for our students and provides them with
a diverse range of roles to choose from. I will be meeting with the team from Regenda in the
coming weeks and will share with you more details when I have them.
I also had a very productive meeting with Graeme McGrath from Speke Hall over the half term
holidays exploring the employability agenda within the National Trust and Speke Hall itself,
this is an ongoing piece of work, in the short term we have the opportunity to work with the
team at Speke Hall as part of their volunteering programme. Our role will be to plant 400 tree
samplings donated by the Woodland Trust on the Speke Hall estate, something I am really
passionate about as we planted over 200 on the school site last year. This is a great
opportunity for our students and promotes our community engagement within the local area.
We have also started our Dutch Farm project in collaboration with Food for Thought, last year
this was a Key Stage 3 project, this year we have rolled it out as a whole school project and
the students enjoyed their first day there this Wednesday feeding the pigs and turning over
the soil in the beds, again another strong link we hope to develop further in the future. All of
the students will be undertaking the John Muir award and this is something that they can be
really proud of.
Also over the half term break, ten staff from Amey came in to school to carry out their
community engagement day. They worked on our allotment area and completely cleared the
area, added some sensory equipment and spoke to their suppliers, one of whom was
Johnstone's paint who supplied us with five tins of paint. On the day it was too wet to carry out
the painting so this will be an in house event between staff and students.
Finally this week we launched our new theme for the term, ‘Our World,’ in the Secondary
Assembly, I focused on the individual world that each of our students have and that they each
have their own internal and external world that they make and change as they grow. A powerful
thought to think about; they were fully engaged and loved sharing their own ideas.
Have a lovely weekend.
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School Business Support Team
Mr Andrew Cocklin, Head of Finance and Operations
E: andrew.cocklin@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

The start of the 2nd term already, this school year is certainly flying by.
Work continued over the half term to improve the facilities within the school. A new toilet and
wet room block was created and my thanks to our Facilities Manager Darren for leading on
this and ensuring that it was completed on time ready for when students returned.
Our new Therapy Room is almost complete as well, this will provide an important resource for
all our students. The work will continue as we look to make the school site the best it can be
for all students who come here.

Mrs Michelle Griffiths, Head of HR
E: michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

After a busy half term week with lots of work going on in school, including the creation of new
toilets in our main school building and a visit from Jess our new therapy dog, this week has
seen the excitement of our Halloween party. Well done to staff and students for all their hard
work and creative costumes.
This week a significant number of our staff received on site flu vaccines in preparation for the
onslaught of winter germs which will hit us over the coming months.
A bad bought of flu is much worse than a heavy cold. Flu symptoms come on suddenly and
sometimes severely. They include fever, chills, headaches and aching muscles, as well as a
cough and sore throat.
A bout of flu will likely lead you to spend 2 to 3 days in bed. Complications caused by flu could
cause you to become seriously ill and end up in hospital.
The nasal spray flu vaccine is recommended on the NHS for all healthy 2 and 3 year olds,
plus children in reception class, and school years 1 to 5. In addition, children “at risk” of serious
illness if they catch flu are eligible for a vaccine on the NHS.
Refer to the screenshot below for tips on preventing the spread of flu.
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On Wednesday we experienced the rare event of a day without internet due to a Virgin
Media issue. After the initial shock I had a very productive day which was undisturbed by
electronic interruptions. It was a valuable experience and I think I will be turning my email off
more often!
Have a good weekend and enjoy your Bonfire Night celebrations.
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Noticeboard
JOB OPPORTUNITY
Job Opportunity for a Carer on Direct Payments.
10 hours per week (Monday – Friday, 15:15 - 17:15)
Working with a 15 year old young person (male) who has ASD.
The role will involve collecting from ALS, taking the young person to enjoy activities within
the community, i.e.: bowling, trampolining, restaurant, cinema, etc.
For further details, please contact Jane on 07851516787

Non uniform day - Friday 16 November in
return for a donation to the Christmas Fair
Tombola
Friday 14 December – Christmas Jumper Day
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Christmas Fair 24 November 2018
We need your help!
Donations of pre-loved toys, games and DVD’s in excellent condition
would be greatly received for our Toy Stall.

Decorate A Christmas Jar Competition 2018!
We are again inviting students to decorate a Christmas Jar and fill it with
up to £1's worth of wrapped sweets - to be raffled at our Christmas Fair.
The children have loved participating over the past two years and we
hope they will again this year.
Instructions:
 fill an empty jar with wrapped sweets up to the value of £1.00
 decorate the jar in a Christmas theme
 put students name and class on the bottom of the jar
 send jars into school on or before TUESDAY 20 November 2018
 there will be one winner per Key Stage to be announced during
assemblies on Friday 23 November 2018
Students can enter as many jars as they would like!
If you have any empty jars at home or would like to
donate any wrapped sweets Class USA will also be
making additional jars in school and would welcome
donations!
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Reminder
The need for Students to wear full
school uniform.
Based on previous communication, we
believe that our school uniform is an
important part of our school’s identity and
we are really proud of the way it reinforces
who we are as a community and helps our
students feel proud of the high aspirations
we have for their education experience
and their future.
The smart look the students have chosen
also prepares them for life after school,
where many will be required to dress
more formally in their place of work.
I thank you in advance for ensuring that
your son or daughter are supported by
you to adhere to the school’s uniform
code every day of the school year.

We have been gifted 5 pairs of Everton tickets!
EFC vs Gor Mahia at Goodison Park Tuesday 6th November 2018 with a 19:00 kick-off
These are being given out on a first come first served basis, the first 5 people to call Abbot’s
Lea (0151 428 1161) and speak to Reception (open from 8am Monday morning) will be a lucky
winner.
Please make sure you are able to pick up the ticket from school on Monday 5th November and
you are also able to attend the match on Tuesday 6th November. Good luck!
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First World War Centenary
As a school we are leading a ‘Remembrance installation’
project for everyone to get involved in to mark the 100
year anniversary of the First World War ending.
We would like everyone in all classes to make as many
poppies as they can and we need plastic bottles!
We only need the bottom part of the bottles so if you can
cut them off and send them in that would be much
appreciated.
Thank you, Ms Maria O’Neill
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Key Stage News and Updates
Early Years and Key Stage 1
Key Stage Leader: Miss O’Neill
Maria.O’Neill@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
It has been a fun filled first week back in school. Everyone looked amazing for the Halloween
party. In Ireland class we have been reading lots of Halloween stories and making decorations
for class. We made pumpkins, ghosts and mummies! We also decorated apples, pumpkins
and mummy biscuits. They were delicious.
We have been focusing on our circle time activities this week and learning about the sound's'
and the number '1.' Everyone joined in and talked about the 's' items they found in the 'feely
bag.' On Tuesday we were very excited to have our first yoga session! We listened carefully
to the instructions and enjoyed the peaceful music and breathing exercises.
Have a lovely weekend.
Wales Class
We have had a great start to Term 2. We have been doing lots of fun activities around the
story of Room on the Broom. We have been learning about rhyming words in our English
lessons and have created a book of rhyming spells! We have been singing a fun song called
'My New Broomstick' and have been decorating pumpkins! We had a great Halloween day on
Wednesday and played lots of sensory games while practicing turn taking and team building
skills. We played eyeball pong, spooky races and practiced fine motor skills by using the
chunky tweezers to pick out the spiders hiding in the web! We enjoyed a host of Halloween
inspired game in PE to practice our hand eye co-ordination and loved our trip over to the
Halloween party. Have a lovely weekend everybody.

Key Stage 2
Key Stage Leader: Mrs Lisa Walker
Lisa.Walker@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
A fantastic start to Term 2! On our continuous focus and Life Skills and Health and Fitness we
have continued Golf Lessons at Lee Park Golf Club (this term for Class Brazill) and welcomed
Education Judo back to ALS. After a trial in the Summer Term last year we have organised
with Coach Dale and Finney for Judo sessions for all classes this year ... starting this term
with Canada and USA - who loved! We have also organised with Sunshine Yoga, sessions
for all Primary classes this week and we welcomed Mrs Bigshaw into classes Wales, Italy,
Ireland and Portugal. We are well on our way to Travel to Tokoyo targets ... can you do as
much exercise at home? Mrs Walker 
USA Class
Class USA have been focused on geography this week investigating the human and physical
features of North America as we begin the study of this continent. In maths we have been
studying measuring length and calculating and estimating using standard measures of
calculation. PE this term is Judo - the boys all thoroughly enjoyed and are looking forward to
next week! Mrs Walker 
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Italy Class
Welcome back to Italy Class!
It was lovely to hear lots of fantastic news from the half term break. A huge thank you to the
parents for sharing photographs and videos of their holidays. The pupils really enjoy sharing
their news with their friends from class. This week in maths we have been ordering events
through time. We have sequenced the days of the week, months of the year and talked about
each season. To celebrate Halloween we read the book Room on the Broom and watched the
video during story time.
We made our own witches hat using a biscuit and ice cream cone. We covered them in
chocolate and decorated the hat with sprinkles. They were a huge hit with the class. On
Wednesday we celebrated Halloween by attending the sixth form enterprise party. The class
had great fun spending their money on various treats and games. They even managed to buy
a Harry Potter inspired wand made by the sixth form pupils. In the afternoon we went on the
minibus to ASDA cafe. Each pupil had the opportunity to choose a snack and a drink from the
cafe. Our visit was a huge hit with the pupils as they have asked to go again next time we
have the minibus.
On Thursday we completed our phonics lesson and all took turns in our money maths shop.
In the afternoon we created our Christmas designs. These will be sent home with a letter and
order form for parents to have the opportunity to purchase. Well done to Jacob our pupil of the
week!
Portugal Class
This week in Class Portugal, we have started our new theme of Our World, focusing on North
America - we have really enjoyed looking at some of the famous landmarks such as The
Statue of Liberty, Mount Rushmore and The Abraham Lincoln Memorial. We also looked at
the city of Louisville in Kentucky and wrote letters to Mr Flanagan's friend who lives there. We
asked her some questions about what it is like to live in America. On Thursday, we went to
the post office to send our letters to her. We were really interested to see how the letters are
sent to different countries.
We also took part in lots of Halloween celebrations this week, we dressed up and took part in
the Key Stage 4/5 party, which we really enjoyed. We also carved a pumpkin in class and had
lots of dancing!
A great week, and we look forward to next week.
Have a lovely weekend!
Peru Class
Welcome back everyone. A great first week back for Peru class full of Halloween fun and the
introduction of our new theme ‘Our World’. We enjoyed reading ‘Room on the Broom’ and
thinking about where the broom might go next, maybe visiting characters and places from
other stories. Our imaginations were fantastic! The students loved going to the Halloween
party in Upper School and had lots of fun. We enjoyed learning all about Christopher
Columbus and why he is famous as well as learning about North America and where it is
located in the world. Mrs Daley led a lovely lesson about Bonfire Night and firework safety and
the students will make some artwork around the theme of Bonfire Night on Monday. Have a
lovely weekend everyone.
Canada Class
We have enjoyed their food tech lesson this week making toffee and chocolate Apple's. We
visited the park and enjoyed the fresh autumn weather. We also learnt about some famous
men and women for black history month. Canada class have really enjoyed the week
celebrating Halloween and Ethan and Jack's birthdays. Great first week back.
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Brazil Class
We have had a very busy first week back. We have been introduced to our new exciting theme
‘Our World’ by using atlases to explore the continents.
Halloween was a great celebration thanks to key stage 4 and 5. We got to practice our money
maths skills to buy lots of treats in the Harry Potter themed activities as well as enjoying team
games in class: wrap the mummy and duck apple were lots of fun!
We are excited to start our golf lessons for PE this term and look forward to sharing some
photos with you next week.
Well done Class Brazil for such a good first week back. Keep up the hard work.
Spain Class
The children in Spain class have settled very well after their half term break. Everyone has
enjoyed being back in school and in particular celebrating the festival of Halloween! The
children have worked hard throughout the week during their phonics, literacy and maths
sessions. In the afternoons, the children have been very creative and produced Frankenstein's
and Count Dracula's using paper plates and ghosts and pumpkins using tissue paper to make
stain glass windows.
Well done Spain class for coming into school in your fabulous Halloween costumes on
Wednesday and for being so sensible when visiting Sixth Form for the Halloween activities.
We hope that you enjoy the firework displays around Liverpool this weekend and remember
to stay safe like we talked about in class.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 3
Key Stage Leader: Mr Mason
Ryan.Mason@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
We have had an excellent first week back in KS3 after half term with the students immersing
themselves in our term two theme of ‘Our World’. The year 7 students have focused
specifically on ‘The Egyptians’ in lessons, year 8 students have focused specifically on
‘Chinese History’ and year 9 students have focused specifically on ‘Myths and Legends’. So
many amazing activities have been undertaken and lots of learning has taken place this week,
it has been great to see the students settle back into school so well after half term. Also, we
have had the privilege of leading on an Art Exhibition at Calderstones Art Gallery where the
students art work has been proudly displayed to celebrate the amazing work that they have
done so far this year! The exhibition has been on all week and will be open for everyone to
view and experience until Saturday at 3pm. It would be amazing if as many people as possible
can come down and see the students work and celebrate their achievements with us!
Have a great weekend!
Madagascar Class
Great first week back in school for Madagascar. The class have enjoyed starting our new
curriculum theme ‘Our World.’ In Music we have started to look at music from other cultures,
listening out for different instruments that we may not be familiar with. Pupils all had lots of fun
on Halloween, in particular the KS4/5 party!
Cape Verde Class
Cape Verde have been all seasonal: finishing off a collaborative Autumn poem and then
having a thoroughly messy Halloween time investing oobleck mixtures with cornflour and
density with homemade lava lamps (apologies for any messy pupils on Tuesday - but they
had a good time!).
Autumn
The big, brown wooden tree
Red leaf falls to the ground and is crunched
A filthy mushroom on the ground
The colourful damp crunched when I stepped on it
Cracking and crunching and it quite smells
Dirty, filthy graveyard, the sky was white and grey. A blank sky
The sight of the blue, sea sky is refreshing

Mozambique Class
A great first week back. We have been learning about traditional Chinese stories as part of
our theme in Literacy and have enjoyed a variety of stories with different morals. We especially
enjoyed the Magic Pot and the story of Nian. Lots more to follow next week. In Science we
have looked at the effect of exercise on our bodies and we can all take our own pulses and
chart the effect of walking and running. In RE we have started to learn more about Buddhism
and will be looking at a range of Buddhist religious symbols. We loved carving our own
pumpkins and enjoyed the Halloween party in KS4 and 5. We have also looked at the Chinese
story of Mulan and have drawn a range of Chinese flowers such as orchids in our sketch
books. Looking forward to next week.
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Seychelles Class
We've had a busy week back in school following the first half-term. We have begun our new
‘Our World’ topic exploring China and Chinese culture.
On Monday we discussed what we had done over the week break and began our new topic
on creating animations in Computing. We also looked at China and some of the dynasties that
have ruled there. On Tuesday we began our net sports topic in P.E. and learned about
converting between analogue and digital times in Maths. In Art we created Christmas card
designs which will be produced professionally by an outside company.
Wednesday was Halloween and the morning was taken up with the class creating spooky
stories and then a super party in the upper school building hosted by KS4 and KS5.
In the afternoon, we visited The Reader Library in Calderstones Park to see some of our
artwork on display. We think it looks pretty amazing. The exhibition is running until 3rd
November.
Malawi Class
This week in Malawi Class, we have finished making our cushions with the help and expertise
of Mrs Deacon-Smith! With a choice of printed fabrics and a handy little sewing machine,
everyone now has a pillow of their own to take home.
In Maths, we've been looking at interpreting data and even collected our own when surveying
the school about recycling for Science!
We had a fantastic time at the Halloween party; thanks from all of us to those who organised
it in KS4 and KS5.
Kenya Class
This week in Kenya we have had an array of Halloween activities. We have made slime in
science and also looked into the history of Halloween and where it originated from in History.
The students then enjoyed the Harry Potter themed Halloween party on Wednesday which
proved a great success. On Thursday the students managed to get out of class and down to
Calderstones Park to view their own artwork in The Reader Art Gallery Exhibition. Overall it
has been a busy first week back, one which the students have participated and managed
excellently."
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 4
Key Stage Leader: Miss Dallas
Katie.Dallas@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Samoa Class
Welcome back to everyone! Our big news this week was Hamza winning first place in the
Unique Arts Award in London. All the class are so proud of Hamza for being recognised for
his talent in making sculptures and we watched a great video of him accepting his award!
We thoroughly enjoyed the Halloween party and decorated our class with pumpkin lanterns,
bats and day of the dead masks. Some fantastic fancy dress costumes too! In Geography, we
learnt about Samoan culture and are hoping we win the lottery so we can go there on our next
class trip  We even learnt our own version of a “Samoan Slap Dance!” It was brilliant fun!
We finished our human reproductive system unit in science by learning about genetic diseases
such as cystic fibrosis, and in food tech made some amazingly tasty pizza baguettes!
Australia Class
We have had a spooky week in class Australia. We have been busy making Harry Potter
themed decorations for the sixth form Halloween party on Wednesday. We all had a fantastic
time and a big, special thanks goes out to Megan Hall who led our official ‘sorting hat
ceremony’. Thanks Meg!
The students have also finished off their own scary stories in English with some of the stories
giving Stephen King a run for his money.
As part of this terms theme ‘Our World’ the students have designed and created their own
‘Day of the Dead’ masks. The students were very creative and all feel as though they are a lot
more knowledgeable with the history and reasons behind the festival after completing a factfinding hunt.
Papua New Guinea Class
This week PNG have been continuing with the’ Our World’ topic. We have looked at the life of
Johnathan Swift, author of Gullivers Travels and how it used satire and parody. We also had
a great time at the Halloween party, where we turned the classroom into a cinema to watch
Ghostbusters. Cuppa new Guinea is continuing to see record orders, with our new paninimaker proving a big hit with customers!
Christmas Island Class
Our students have settled quickly into the new half term. We have been busy helping the KS4
department decorate the building for what was a successful Halloween party hosted for the
whole school. We have designed our Christmas cards which have been sent home today. If
you would like to order Christmas cards with your child's design, please follow the instructions
provided. This afternoon we are visiting the Abbots Lea Art exhibition in Calderstones Park to
see our hard work on display. Enjoy a lovely weekend!
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 5
Key Stage Leader: Mr Davenport
Paul.davenport@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Fiji Class
This week has been centred on Halloween. We began the week scooping out pumpkins and
making pumpkin soup to warm ourselves up in this cold weather. We then carved the
pumpkins to use as decorations for our Halloween Party on Wednesday.
On Tuesday we took our books back to the library and then went to get some bits from ASDA
to create Halloween sensory trays. We’ve been busy making Harry Potter Wands to sell and
making decorations to help us turn our classroom into Ollivanders Wand Shop.
On Wednesday we set up our classroom and we turned our work stations into sensory stations
where pupils could put their hand into the tray and feel different spooky things like unicorn
plop (cotton wool and string), witches hair (green spaghetti), dragon eyes (peeled grapes),
golden snitches (tin foil balls and feathers), broken broomsticks (twigs and hay) and jumping
beans (beads). Pupils from around the school came into our classroom/ wand shop and they
could buy a wand too! Our wands quickly sold out and we started taking orders for more! They
will be ready by end of next week! Thank you for all of your orders!
On Thursday we went to the gym using the public bus. Some of us have been doing this
journey for over a year now and our confidence is increasing each week! We know our route
to the bus stop and what bus we need to get. We also know a different bus route in case our
first choice is delayed. Hopefully, the more we practice using the bus, we will one day in the
future, become independent travellers.
A brilliant week for Fiji this week! But a special mention to Sam Smith who is our pupil of the
week as he made some fantastic Dementors and used his money maths skills quickly and
accurately when selling the wands! Well done!!
New Zealand Class
This week has been all about preparing for the enterprise activity we held on Wednesday, The
Halloween Party! New Zealand students have been working hard to costs, price and then shop
for ingredients for the cafe that we chose to run as part of the Event. The class were all brilliant
on the day, showing commendable work ethic, excellent communication skills, money maths
and problem solving. The cafe sold out of all products and we made a small profit which we
will re-invest into the class enterprise.
New Zealand class and the class team would like to say a really big 'Thank You!' to everyone
who took part, from the students who attended, the staff who supported them, to the other
classes in Key Stage 4 and 5 who organised events to form part of the enterprise. You were
all brilliant!
The class has not been resting on their laurels however and on Thursday we continued with
our gym trips and use of public transport. Now we are half a term into the school year, we will
now be looking at ways to improve the independent travel skills of students.
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General
New for Thursday morning, students in Key Stage 5 will be going to Greenbank College for a
visit. This will affect the gym trips for New Zealand class who will now be going to the gym on
Tuesday.
Our Key Stage 5 Coffee Morning will be held this month on Tuesday 20th November. We are
hoping to finalise a guest from Liverpool Council to discuss Independent travel training.
Odd facts of the week
1) Sunsets on Mars are blue!
2) "Bluetooth" technology was named after a 10th Century king, King Harald Bluetooth, who
united Denmark and Norway. The name was used as 'Bluetoothing' united computers and
mobile phones. The 'Bluetooth' logo is made from the ancient runes for King Bluetooths
initials, H (ᚼ) and B (ᛒ).
3) Krusty the Clown from the Simpsons was originally intended to be Homer Simpson's secret
identity.
4) In 2003 two Spanish Fraudsters sold a fake painting they claimed to be by Goya for $1.7
million. They were arrested when they went to deposit the money in the bank. Not because it
was too much money, but because they had been cheated by the buyer who had paid them
in counterfeit cash! The 'buyer' was never found!
Tasmania Class
Welcome back to all the parents and children in Tasmania class, we hope that you have all
had an amazing week off. What a fantastic first week back after October half term, with a fun
filled day at our Halloween party Harry Potter style. In Tasmania class we turned our
classroom into Gryffindor common room, with lots of different colouring in pictures, jigsaws
that we had made and a game of pin the scar and glasses onto Harry Potter. All the children
from across the school thoroughly enjoyed coming over to join in with the party.
Also this week, two of our students had an exciting opportunity to visit Dutch farm. During this
visit the students were able to experience life working at the farm. They fed the pigs, raked
the leaves, digging the land ready to plant some seeds and learning about the land.

Page 20 of 32

Students of the Week – Week 8
Early Years and Key Stage One
Ireland

Charlie Butler

Wales

Oscar Connor

Peru

Brogan Fitzpatrick

Portugal

Gerard Owen

USA

Troy Thomas

Brazil

Joshua Townsend

France

Martin Bell

Canada

Isaac Chierico

Spain

Brandon Kennedy

Italy

Jacob Summerskill
Key Stage Three

Madagascar

Kieran McGinn

Seychelles

Liam Birtles

Cape Verde

Githan Karthikeyanathan

Botswana

Charlie Lydiate

Mozambique

Lewis Byrne

Malawi

Mason Young

Kenya

Harry Sorensen

Australia

Megan Hall

Papua New Guinea

Callum Stevenson

Samoa

Sol Sweeney

Christmas Island

Charlie Jackson

New Zealand

George Weston

Tasmania

Hao Zhen

Fiji

Sam Smith
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Week 8 in pictures
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Working on the School Allotment during October
half term break

Abbot’s Lea Art Exhibition at The Reader Art
Gallery, Calderstones Park.
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7 in pictures
Week 8
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Key Diary Dates
Our academic year 2018-19 term dates are available on our website:
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/ALS-Term-Dates-201819.pdf

Please note planned early finishes and closure dates, as known at present:
TERM 2:
Early finish on Thursday, 20 December 2018 at 1:30pm
Christmas Holiday: Friday 21 December 2018 to Friday 4 January 2019
Bank holidays:
Tuesday 25 December 2018 - Christmas Day
Wednesday 26 December 2018 – Boxing Bank Holiday
Tuesday, 1 January 2019 – New Year’s Day
TERM 3:
February Holiday: Monday 18 February 2019 to Friday 22 February 2019
TERM 4:
Early finish on Friday, 5 April 2019 at 1:30pm
Spring Holiday: Monday 8 April 2019 to Monday 22 April 2019
Bank holidays:
Friday, 19 April 2019 – Good Friday
Monday, 22 April 2019 – Easter Monday
TERM 5:
Bank holiday:
Monday, 6 May 2019 – Early Bank Holiday Monday
May Holiday: Monday 27 May 2019 to Friday 31 May 2019
TERM 6:
Staff training day: Friday 12 July 2019 – school closed to students
Staff training day: Monday 22 July – Wednesday 24 July 2019 – school closed to students
Summer Holiday: Thursday 25 July 2019
Bank holidays:
Monday 26 August 2019 – August Bank Holiday

Key Diary Dates for the remainder of the year can be found on our website,
under the EVENTS tab:
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/events/

Page 28 of 32

Head’s Weekly Newsletter
KEY DIARY DATES - TERM 2 - 39 days
WEEK
NUMBER

W/C

9

 Lesson Observations Week
Mon 5.11.18 5.11
Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher,
 headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Headteacher’s Performance Management Panel

Lesson Observations Week
Tue
6.11

10

Date

Wed

7.11

Thurs

8.11

Fri

9.11

Mon
12.11.18

12.11

Tue

13.11

Wed

14.11

Event





Lesson Observations Week
School Improvement Partner – visit 1
Lesson Observations Week




Lesson Observations Week
Departmental Assemblies
9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department
10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department
9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning
Support Staff Performance Management mtgs start

Assemblies and Coffee Morning are open
to families. Parking is available on site on
a “first-come-first-served basis” only. No
photography permitted.

Governing Body Meeting
09:00-12:00 - CAMHS Consultation Clinic
National Autistic Society Inspection Visit and Practice
Observations
09:00-12:00 - Staff SALT Consultation Clinics

16:30-18:30

Departmental Assemblies
9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department
10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department
9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning
Non-Uniform day In return for a donation to our Christmas
Fair Tombola

Assemblies and Coffee Morning are open
to families. Parking is available on site on
a “first-come-first-served basis” only. No
photography permitted.









Thurs

15.11

Fri

16.11

Comment





All Day

11

12

Mon
19.11.18

19.11

Tue

20.11



Extended Twilight Session – emotional regulation

Wed

21.11




Start of Road Safety Week
12:00-15:00 Educational Psychology Staff Clinic

Thurs

22.11

Fri

23.11





Support Staff PM meetings completed
Departmental Assemblies
9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department
10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department
9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning

Assemblies and Coffee Morning are open
to families. Parking is available on site on
a “first-come-first-served basis” only. No
photography permitted.



FAB! Christmas Fair

Time to be confirmed

Sat 24.11.18

24.11

Mon
26.11.18

26.11

Tue

27.11



10:00-12:00 - KS5 Parents Coffee Morning

Wed

28.11




09:00-12:00 - CAMHS Consultation Clinic
09:00-12:00 - Staff SALT Consultation Clinics

Thurs

29.11

Fri

30.11



Departmental Assemblies
9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department
10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department
9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning
School Health Team in school



13

Mon 3.12.18

3.12

Tue

4.12

Wed

5.12

Thurs

6.12

Assemblies and Coffee Morning are open
to families. Parking is available on site on
a “first-come-first-served basis” only. No
photography permitted.
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Fri

14

15

7.12





Moderation Day 2
Departmental Assemblies
9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department
10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department
9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning

Mon
10.12.18

10.12

Tue

11.12



09:00-12:00 - Staff SALT Consultation Clinics

Wed

12.12



12:00-15:00 Educational Psychology Staff Clinic

Thurs

13.12



Christmas Production

Fri

14.12

Mon
17.12.18

17.12






Christmas Production
Christmas Jumper Day – all students and staff
Term 2 - Festival of Learning & Parental Consultation
Seeing is Believing for Governors

Tue

18.12

Wed

19.12






Term 2 - Festival of Learning & Parental Consultation
Seeing is Believing for Governors
Term 2 - Festival of Learning & Parental Consultation
Seeing is Believing for Governors

Thurs
20.12.18

20.12.18



END OF TERM 2@13:30

Assemblies and Coffee Morning are open
to families. Parking is available on site on
a “first-come-first-served basis” only. No
photography permitted.

NO ASSEMBLY

School closes at 13:30
Packed lunch provided

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY: Monday, 24 December 2018 to Friday, 4 January 2019

Page 31 of 32

Page 32 of 32

