Head’s Weekly Newsletter
Issue 9, 9 November 2018

Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Dear Students, Families, Colleagues and Friends
Welcome to the ninth issue of this year’s newsletter.
This week is one of contrasting emotions; it started with the fireworks and bonfires and ends
with the solemn remembrance of loss of lives in conflict.
Guy Fawkes Night, also known as Guy Fawkes Day, Bonfire Night and Firework Night, is
an annual commemoration of 5 November 1605, when Guy Fawkes, a member of the
Gunpowder Plot was arrested while guarding explosives placed beneath the House of Lords.
Celebrating the fact that King James I had survived the attempt on his life, people lit
bonfires around London. Months later the Observation of 5th November Act enforced an
annual public day of thanksgiving for the plot's failure. This remained to this day, though not
many of us reflect deeply on the origins of the celebrations.
Armistice Day, Remembrance Day or, also known in some countries as Independence or
Freedom Day, is commemorated every year on 11 November to mark the surrender of
arms signed in France by the allies of World War I and Germany. The cessation of hostilities
was signed at 11am, making the "eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month" of
1918 a date to remember across the world. This, again, is a day of commemoration and
celebration – albeit less joyous in its tone – to this day.
Commemorations are aimed at learning from history and, as a result of such learning, making
our world a better place.
I consciously stray away from politicising my leadership of the school, yet, undeniably, history
is intrinsically linked to politics of its day and so education has a moral duty to reflect on the
various political regimes and their impact on the people of the world.
Our school’s theme this term is Our World and so, unapologetically, we continue to actively
teach history, reflect on the lessons it offers us and humbling accepting that the one thing
history has taught us to-date is that the humanity’s learning from its past remains an area for
significant improvement…..
Transformative power of education is undeniable and we must continue our passionate work
for promoting open-mindedness, understanding, tolerance, togetherness, equality and,
perhaps one day – peace.
I wish you all a very good weekend.
Kind regards
Mrs A. Hildrey
Headteacher

Care and Safeguarding
Ms Alison Twomey, Head of Care and Safeguarding
E: Alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

This week has been really busy and I have been involved in a number of different activities.
On Monday I had the pleasure of meeting Dr Tony Lloyd, Chief Executive Officer of the ADHD
Foundation. The ADHD Foundation works in partnership with individuals, families, doctors,
teachers and other agencies to improve emotional wellbeing, educational attainment,
behaviour and life chances through better understanding and self-management of ADHD,
ASC and related learning difficulties. Dr Lloyd was also kind enough to invite me to their annual
ADHD conference, held at the Titanic Hotel on Thursday and Friday this week. The event was
a wonderful opportunity to meet with a range of professionals supporting children, young
people and adults with neurodevelopmental disorders. The theme of the conference was
“ADHD, Neurodiversity and Mental Health” and was a highly informative and thought
provoking two days.
On Tuesday I attended the launch event of a new Health and Wellbeing Award, held at School
Improvement Liverpool. This award aims to support schools to improve outcomes for children
and young people through physical activity, PE, healthy eating and mental & emotional
wellbeing programmes. Schools have to demonstrate a clear commitment to improving
outcomes in all of those areas in order to achieve the ‘Bronze Award’, something I expect us
to accomplish very quickly as our ASD © model of education already prioritises these issues.
Wednesday saw a meeting with our School Improvement Partner, Phil Cooper. A visit from
Phil will always keep us on our toes and I appreciated the opportunity to discuss the schools
safeguarding curriculum and attendance strategy with him. Improving attendance across the
school is a key target for this academic year and I will be working with families to understand
the importance of 100% attendance and the impact of school absence on academic and social
outcomes.
Promoting positive school attendance is a responsibility that belongs to everyone if we are
achieve the city’s aspiration of a minimum of 97% attendance rate. A student is considered
persistently absent if their attendance falls below 90%. It can be difficult for families to know
the percentage attendance of their child so, from next week, all students will have a sticker
stating their attendance for the year so far placed in their diary on Fridays. It is my hope that
knowing their exact percentage attendance will encourage families and students below 97%
to make increasing that figure an absolute priority. It should also motivate those students at
97% or above to keep their figure in line with the Liverpool expectation. Remember - attend
today, achieve tomorrow!
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Autism Research and Development
Ms Micah Grimshaw, Head of Autism Research and Development
E: micah.grimshaw@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

On Monday I attended the National Autistic Society’s Raising Standards event, as part of our
commitment to Autism Accreditation and being the best specialist school in the world! This
year the focus of the event was Sensory Considerations.
We were lucky to hear from Paul Isaacs on how to support the sensory experiences of autistic
people. Paul openly shared his personal insights to autism and sensory perception, using
examples from his own childhood where others had clearly misunderstood his sensory
differences (including some school teachers!).
Paul was branded as a “naughty child” at school. Looking back at his early years, Paul
described himself as being ‘classically autistic’ only gaining functional speech around the age
of 7 or 8 years old. As a young man, Paul feels he did not achieve his academic or his social
potential and had very low self-esteem. After a string of unsuccessful jobs, Paul’s mental
health suffered. Paul was consequently referred to mental health services and was
misdiagnosed with “Asperger traits with a complex personality”, which did not satisfy him. He
was later diagnosed by an experience psychiatrist, who diagnosed him with High Functioning
Autism at 24 years old. Paul wanted to promote autism awareness and help others on the
autism spectrum, in the hope that others would not have to suffer as he had. Paul became a
speaker for an autism organisation and claims to have never looked back since. Presenting
speeches, training and conducting consultancy, Paul now works freelance and continues to
raise the profile of autism at every opportunity.
Many people on the autism spectrum have difficulty processing everyday sensory information.
In any of the senses, a person may be over- or under-sensitive, or both, at different times.
Experiencing these differences can have a huge impact on a person’s life and can affect
behaviour. Someone who struggles to deal with everyday sensory information can experience
sensory overload, or information overload. It can cause stress, anxiety and possibly physical
pain. Some behaviour may not immediately look like a sensory difficulty, and the person may
appear withdrawn, or present with challenging behaviours.
Often, small changes to the environment can make a huge difference. I will finish this article
with three useful points taken from the NAS website, where you can find lots of useful
information on sensory perception: https://www.autism.org.uk/sensory




Be aware. Look at the environment to see if it is creating difficulties. Can you change
anything?
Be creative. Think of some positive sensory experiences.
Be prepared. Tell the person about possible sensory stimuli they may experience in
different environments.
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Primary Department
Mr Scott-Scarth, Head of Primary Department
E: dean.scott-scarth@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

This week has been poignant. The students and staff have been remembering. Throughout
the school, and the city, students have seen red poppies blossoming and blooming. Staff, and
many family members, will have been wearing poppies this week to remember the 100th
anniversary of the end of World War One. We have remembered the fallen service people on
all sides and the civilians lost in all of the conflicts in the 20th and 21st Century and the
students have discussed the idea of loss and sacrifice.
Led by Miss O'Neill, the students and staff have created an art installation on the school field,
inspired by the Weeping Window. Students have read and created poems about Flanders
Field and discussed the links between the current theme, Our World, and the last theme, Our
Stories, where families explored their family trees, delved into their past and talked about
Grandfathers and Grandmothers, Great Grandfathers and Great Grandmothers, Mums and
Dads and Auntie and Uncles who have endured personal and collective sacrifice in conflicts
around the world.
There has also been lots of opportunity for staff learning this week. Miss O'Neill, Mrs Walker
and I have been visiting classrooms and talking to the students about their learning. We have
travelled the globe learning about ‘Our World’, being whisked off to the American Plains to
observe exotic animals and curious native artwork, enjoying the bright lights of Diwali in Asia
before galloping back to the British Isles for Golf in Brazil Class and posting letters in Ireland
Class. Students have travelled to Tokyo in PE, completing the Daily Mile and Judo along with
more relaxing activities such as Yoga and sensory circuits.
We have had a truly cosmopolitan and continental experience that has broadened our
students’ horizons, deepened their learning and added to their enthusiasm for an exciting and
engaging curriculum.
Have a great weekend.

.
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Secondary Department
Mr McVerry, Head of Secondary Department
E: anthony.mcverry@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

This week has been a very productive yet sombre week with the focus on work being around
Remembrance Day. It is 100 years since the end of World War I, something that we as a
nation are thankful for, it also puts into context our freedom to speak and be who we want to
be. As a department we joined in a whole school project led by Miss O'Neill who came up with
the most amazing tribute to our fallen soldiers, turning used plastic bottles into a Poppy Field,
please do come and visit it on the field if you get a chance.
Our secondary department assembly was our annual Remembrance Service, in which we
held a two minutes silence out of respect for our fallen soldiers. Our students showed their
respect throughout and I wish to thank them for their part in this. Also thank you to James
McCann and George Weston for reading poems during the assembly, you were so confident
and emotive, thank you.
This week I had the opportunity to visit classrooms across the department to observe lessons
that demonstrated the breadth and depth of our curriculum. I saw some amazing learning
taking place, Mr Davenport led a session discussing World War I and had practical and
sensory activities that immersed the students into a battlefield and the trenches. Mr Spillane
captured the theme of 'Our World' when discussing the Shang Dynasty and the students really
enjoyed the lesson and I even learnt a few things myself. Thank you to everyone for all your
hard work in making learning exciting for our students.
Next week I am meeting Catherine Shillito from Liverpool John Moore's University to discuss
some Higher Education projects we can get involved in; my background is in Higher Education
I will let you know what projects we come up with next week.
I am also looking forward to sharing our Supported Internships with our National Autistic
Society Advisor next week, as you know this is something I am really passionate about and
think we should really shout out about! With this in mind, I will be looking to push forward a
complete employability curriculum for every student in the school that begins in early years
and progresses all the way through the school.
I hope you have a wonderful and restful weekend.
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School Business Support Team
Mr Andrew Cocklin, Head of Finance and Operations
E: andrew.cocklin@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Reminder with regards to school meals
If you do pay for school meals, can you please ensure that payments are made each week,
either online through ParentMail or sending payment into the school (cheque/cash).
If your child is on school meals and you are having difficulty paying, please contact the school
to see what support we can give.
If you believe your child should be entitled to Free School Meals and but doesn't currently
receive them, then please contact the school and we can do a check for you. We just need to
know your NI number and date of birth.

Mrs Michelle Griffiths, Head of HR
E: michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

This week has seen National Stress Awareness Day, a day aimed at raising awareness of the
causes of stress and the ways in which individuals can reduce stress levels. We all know what
it’s like to become stressed but it’s not easy to pin down exactly what that means. They are
often situations or events that put pressure on us or that we don’t have much control over, or
we have demands placed on us that we find difficult to cope with. Signs of stress include
irritability or impatience, anxiety, inability to switch off and enjoy yourself and a sense of dread.
There is no specific treatment for stress however there are various treatments that could help
including talking therapies, medication or complimentary therapies. Further information is
available at https://www.mind.org.uk/workplace/national-stress-awareness-day/
Echoing the messages of National Stress Awareness Day was information presented by the
Chartered Institute of Personnel and Development at their annual conference this week, with
stress being the biggest cause of sickness absence in the workplace.
At the conference I attended case studies delivered by Yorkshire Building Society and
Superdrug about the successful implementation of apprentice programmes to support their
business goals. There were plenty of practical tips I am looking forward to implementing in our
school apprentice programme. I also attended a session exploring how to answer key
business questions through the use of HR data and how this information can be used to predict
trends and behaviour. Plenty to think about and implement at school over the coming months.
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Noticeboard
JOB OPPORTUNITY
Job Opportunity for a Carer on Direct Payments.
10 hours per week (Monday – Friday, 15:15 - 17:15)
Working with a 15 year old young person (male) who has ASD.
The role will involve collecting from ALS, taking the young person to enjoy activities within
the community, i.e.: bowling, trampolining, restaurant, cinema, etc.
For further details, please contact Jane on 07851516787

Non uniform day - Friday 16 November in
return for a donation to the Christmas Fair
Tombola
Friday 14 December – Christmas Jumper Day
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Christmas Fair 24 November 2018
We need your help!
Donations of pre-loved toys, games and DVD’s in excellent condition
would be greatly received for our Toy Stall.

Decorate A Christmas Jar Competition 2018!
We are again inviting students to decorate a Christmas Jar and fill it with
up to £1's worth of wrapped sweets - to be raffled at our Christmas Fair.
The children have loved participating over the past two years and we
hope they will again this year.
Instructions:
 fill an empty jar with wrapped sweets up to the value of £1.00
 decorate the jar in a Christmas theme
 put students name and class on the bottom of the jar
 send jars into school on or before TUESDAY 20 November 2018
 there will be one winner per Key Stage to be announced during
assemblies on Friday 23 November 2018
Students can enter as many jars as they would like!
If you have any empty jars at home or would like to
donate any wrapped sweets Class USA will also be
making additional jars in school and would welcome
donations!
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Reminder
The need for Students to wear full
school uniform.
Based on previous communication, we
believe that our school uniform is an
important part of our school’s identity and
we are really proud of the way it reinforces
who we are as a community and helps our
students feel proud of the high aspirations
we have for their education experience
and their future.
The smart look the students have chosen
also prepares them for life after school,
where many will be required to dress
more formally in their place of work.
I thank you in advance for ensuring that
your son or daughter are supported by
you to adhere to the school’s uniform
code every day of the school year.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Early Years and Key Stage 1
Key Stage Leader: Miss O’Neill
Maria.O’Neill@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
This week we have been learning all about the Post office and we have been reading 'The
Jolly Postman.' Everyone has enjoyed being a postman and delivering parcels and letters. We
have been practicing writing our names and learning about addresses. On Tuesday we went
to ASDA cafe to have snack in a different setting. When we were there we saw a giant red
post box! On Wednesday we celebrated Diwali and made some fabulous Diva Lamps using
different materials. On Thursday we designed our own stamps. To join in with our school's
Remembrance Day activities everyone made a beautiful paper Poppy for our hall display and
also a plastic Poppy for our installation.
Well done everyone.
Wales Class
What a fantastic week for Wales class! We have continued our work on our 'Our World' theme
by learning about our local environment of Woolton Village. We looked at different buildings
and what people do there such as the bank, the swimming baths and the post office. We have
been reading The Jolly Postman and learning all about our address. We wrote our own
envelopes ready to send home with a stamp. We have also been exploring other countries
around the world through our postcard project - so far we have postcards from Alabama and
Crete! We have loved looking at these places on Google Earth. On Wednesday we celebrated
Diwali by trying some delicious Indian food, decorating our classroom with beautiful Indian
fabrics and fairy lights. We also designed our own Rangoli Patterns. We have been marking
the centenary of the end of WW1 by making poppies using different textures of red paper.
Have a lovely weekend everyone.

Key Stage 2
Key Stage Leader: Mrs Lisa Walker
Lisa.Walker@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
In the early part of the week the students have focused on Christopher Columbus and his
reported discovery of ‘The New World’. The students challenged what had been discovered
and what was already there. All students have also participated in activities to commemorate
not only Remembrance Day but also the Centenary of WW1. Well done all, Mrs Walker 😊
France Class
We have had a very productive week this week in France class. On Monday we looked at why
Bonfire night is celebrated and why it is important to stay safe. We also looked at Diwali and
why that is celebrated. For our new topic ‘Our World’ we looked at the different continents in
the world and we looked at the countries within the North America continent. We have also
looked at time within maths and have been looking at how we can tell when it is o'clock and
half past. For Remembrance Day we had a special assembly and made poppies and looked
at why it is important for everyone to remember. Well done France class, have a lovely
weekend.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Class USA
Class USA have worked hard to examine the landing of Christopher Columbus from other
perspectives. They have continued the theme of equality and diversity considering the impact
the European arrival had on the First Nations already established in North America prior to
Columbus's arrival and the where the natural resources he took back after the first voyage
were used. A fantastic week as always. Well done USA 
Peru Class
This week in Peru class, we have had a crafty good time making poppies for Remembrance
Day. We have continued to learn about North America in ‘Our World’ topic learning interesting
facts. Do you know what the longest river in North America is called? The students enjoyed
taking their socks off and making footprint boats to represent The Santa Maria Ship in our
theme lesson. In our Maths lessons, we have started our new topic ‘measure’. The students
have enjoyed lots of sensory activities learning about time. Well done to the students for being
super sensible using the sensory equipment. Have a lovely weekend.

Canada Class
This week has been busy and started off with a bang! The pupils learnt about firework safety
and created amazing pictures outside on the chalk boards. They then learnt about Guy
Fawkes and the bonfire plot.
We started our topic focusing on Christopher Columbus and thought about what it was like to
be an explorer. We created fact sheets about him and timelines of his life.
We worked well creating lots of artwork for Remembrance Day and thought about all the
soldiers in the war as we did this. We also made some biscuits in food technology in the shape
of poppies. These looked brilliant and the pupils enjoyed the taste too. Canada class were
following the recipe and listening to instructions well.
Finally we celebrated Diwali, the Hindu festival of light on Wednesday. The pupils enjoyed
learning about this festival and the diversity of other religions.
Spain Class
The children in Spain class have had an excellent week learning about Bonfire Night, Diwali
and Remembrance Day. Everyone participated in making a poppy for the whole school project
and enjoyed learning about Armistice Day through sensory based activities. The children have
enjoyed continuing their learning about North America and have taken part in basketball
sessions, studied the characters from the story of Pocahontas and tasted American foods. On
Tuesday, the children had the opportunities to engage with an inspiring yoga session. They
all enjoyed learning deep breathing techniques, controlling their breathing and taking part in
peer massage.
Well done everyone for a good week and for staying safe on Bonfire Night.
Portugal Class
This week in Class Portugal, we have been learning about how the Native Americans lived.
We learnt that they didn't have houses like us, instead they lived in tents called tipis. The
children were very interested to learn what life was like as a Native American, and were
surprised that they didn't have an oven - but had to cook on an open fire in the tipi! We also
learnt that the Native Americans travelled by horse, so we had lots of fun making our own
hobby horses which look fantastic!
The children have also done some great measuring, measuring objects around the classroom
and estimating the size before checking their answer.
We have had a lot of fun and look forward to more exciting activities next week!
Have a great weekend and well done, Class Portugal for a super week! 😊
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Key Stage News and Updates
Italy Class
Italy class have been finding out about our new theme this week 'Our World'. We introduced
the topic by looking at pictures in our atlases and locating different countries on our class
globe. We all took turns to find North America and looked at how far away it is from Liverpool.
In our English lessons we have been listening to the story of Christopher Columbus and how
he navigated 3 ships called Nina, Pinta and Santa Maria and sailed from Spain out in the
Atlantic Ocean and found the 'New World'. We found out how he explored the 'New World'
and found native American people already living there. In Computing we used the beebots
and programmed them to sail out to sea from one land to another. In Maths we have been
sequencing events through time and learning all about clocks. Some of the class have been
telling the time using o'clock and half past. In PE we looked at different American games and
played ten pin bowling. The pupils loved it and had lots of fun! Well done Italy class.
Brazil Class
Class Brazil have had a great week learning about life in North America before any settlers
arrived. We have been reading a folk-tale from the Haida Tribe who are found in Alaska and
Canada. We have studied their art work and produced some fantastic copies and designs in
their style. We retold the story of the trickster Raven and look forward to finding out more about
their way of life.
We went out on Monday to visit a local memorial to a very brave local in this week of
remembrance. We visited Calderstones Park where we learned about Jet the rescue dog who
saved over 100 lives during WW2.
In maths we have continued with measuring length and solving word problems.
Our second golf lesson was amazing on Thursday. We all showed great progress and we are
tracking all this activity on out Travel to Tokyo log.... watch out Class Brazil are on their way!!
Well done Brazil Class. Excellent effort.

Key Stage 3
Key Stage Leader: Mr Mason
Ryan.Mason@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
We have had a great week in Key Stage Three this week with lots of fun activities and learning
taking place. The students have continued to be immersed in our school theme of ‘Our World’
and have also completed activities linked to Bonfire Night and Remembrance Day. We also
participated in the poppy display that is on the field outside of the house, it is a truly amazing
effort by all! Wishing you all a great weekend!
Seychelles Class
This week Seychelles have continued to practice telling the time and some of our pupils have
calculated word problems around time. For the topic, ‘Our World’, we are exploring China. In
English we have looked at some traditional tales and discussed their meanings. In History we
have continued to learn about the ancient Shang dynasty. In Science we have been learning
about a range of materials and their properties, we planned a simple investigation and used
our knowledge of materials to construct a bridge. In R.E. we studied the famous Chinese
philosopher, Confucius. In Music we are continuing to explore the Pentatonic scale.
Madagascar Class
We have had a great week in Madagascar with the children beginning the week creating their
own acrostic poems linked to Bonfire night. The students have worked hard in their Maths
lessons to recognise different types of angles and order them based on their size. In Science,
the students have been drawing electrical circuits and learning the correct symbols to use to
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Key Stage News and Updates
describe different components. The students have also completed fact files on different cities
around the world to stretch their locational knowledge of other countries, they have retold
stories linked to Greek mythology in History and learnt about the process and purpose of
Islamic prayer in RE. Well done Madagascar!
Botswana Class
This week in Botswana we have been getting creative with our story writing - from mysteries
in the woods, a fluffy puppy getting lost and "it was all a dream" featuring in our writing. We
have some excellent imaginations in class; building suspense, adding a touch of humour and
successfully achieving the criteria of writing a good story. Well done! During Maths, we have
been learning to tell the time accurately and using the 24 hour clock - the students in class are
making great progress in this and are using what they have learned throughout the day. As
part of our Geography lessons we have been looking at grid references and how to read maps.
This morning we are heading to Abakhan to choose our material to make the bags we have
designed in Design Technology. An excellent week for Botswana class.
Kenya Class
On Monday in Kenya we created a firework landscape in art using black card, straws, paint
and glitter. We have also been learning about Remembrance Day and the importance of this.
Students have participated in a school-wide project to create a poppy using a bottle, students
have then painted their poppies and they will form part of a whole school display!. In our Life
Skills lessons we have begun to look at personal hygiene and this week we focused on hand
washing. Students conducted an experiment using glitter and hand lotion to visualize how
easily germs can spread and the importance of using warm water and soap to clean our hands.
Students have started to look at different rock types in science and on Thursday enjoyed
walking around the Abbot's Lea grounds to find a rock, once the students had found a rock
they all managed to write a fantastic description about it.
Mozambique Class
A very full week this week for Mozambique. We have been leaning about Chinese fables and
have enjoyed a range of stories all with different morals. We have learnt about the Chinese
Dynasties in History and have looked at how this affected the Geography of China. In RE we
have continued looking at Buddhism and have been able to look at and use a range of
Buddhist artefacts to help in meditation. We have also looked at reincarnation and have
decided what we would like to come back as if we were reincarnated as an animal. In Maths
we have studied the Chinese game of Tangrams and have used this to make a pictures from
the shapes. In Music we have looked at the music from China and have been able to make
our own Chinese tune using the Pentatonic scale. In Geography we have learnt about the
cities in China and as part of Remembrance day we have painted a poppy picture and have
made poppies for the whole school project.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 4
Key Stage Leader: Miss Dallas
Katie.Dallas@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Australia Class
It’s been a great week for class Australia with lots of enrichment activities. We made poppies
in Art out of plastic bottles as part of our Remembrance Day tasks. To support us with our
Science qualification, we visited Fiddler's Ferry. We learnt a lot about non-renewable energy,
as well as making our own model wind turbine. It was a fantastic visit! In Food Tech this
week, we worked in teams to produce fairy cakes. We followed a recipe independently and
practiced our communication and team building skills. Our cakes turned out very well!
Samoa Class
Samoa enjoyed a trip out to the community this week. We went to Otterspool and had a drink
in the cafe - impeccable manners, well done! We played cricket in PE and Lewis O was the
star batter, well done to Joseph Ball for getting his first run 😊 We learnt how to filter search
results in ICT on the Autotrader website looking at a range of cars for all budgets. We started
our Solar system unit in Science by ensuring we all know the order of the planets from the
sun. In Geography, we answered comprehension questions about Samoa and all our pupils
were superb in our RE lesson we learnt about relationships and consent. We continued
working on "The Little Prince" in English and finding fractions of amounts in Maths.
Finally, we took part in a whole school project making poppies for Remembrance Day out of
plastic bottles, and they look great!
Christmas Island Class
This week in Christmas Island we have started our new topic in History on The Titanic. So far
we have learnt about the brief history of the ship and had a class discussion about who might
have been to blame and the decisions that were made on board.
We finished off our poppies for the poppy display in the school field, they all looked amazing!
Well done everybody!
Our class has also started to organise the Christmas Shoe Box Appeal, we have already
received a few shoe boxes. Thank you so much!
During Food Tech we made Oreo Cheesecakes, all of the students did really well following
the step by step instructions independently and they all looked delicious!
Have a good weekend everybody.
Papua New Guinea Class
This week in PNG we visited Fiddlers Ferry. We learned all about how the power plant works
and how they generate electricity. We made our own wind turbines and also built out own
water powered system. We even had a tour of the site, seeing the cooling towers, boiler rooms
and generators. PNG were all brilliant at answering questions and our hosts at Fiddlers Ferry
were very impressed with our knowledge.
In English we analysed and translated the original text of Gulliver's Travels. In Maths we had
a go at an Entry Level practise paper in preparation for our exam at the end of the year. In
Science we have started the topic of healthy eating and the effect on the body. In Art we made
remembrance poppies for our school display.
Cuppa New Guinea was as busy as ever with lots of orders! Next week we hope to get our
cafe uniforms delivered!
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 5
Key Stage Leader: Mr Davenport
Paul.davenport@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
New Zealand Class
This week we have been very busy! On Tuesday we went to the gym and on Thursday some
students went to Greenbank College for the open day. The rest of students will be going to
visit Greenbank soon to examine college options for the future.
Our Careers Advisor, Lisa Kirkham, visited this week and she will be coming in to see the
leavers at the end of the month. Any students who are thinking of leaving in September will
start to discuss college options and start the process of considering applications and visits.
The colleges are taking applications for next September so this process starts now.
We have been examining the First World War with the centenary of the end of hostilities. As
a class we have watched Peter Jackson's documentary, "They shall not grow old." We have
looked at the sense of friendship among the troops and how people were encouraged to enlist,
with completing a copy of a World War 1 enlistment form. Students then examined the
conditions in the trenches looking at the mud, cold and noises they would have encountered.
Students then imagined that they were soldiers in the conflict and wrote a diary entry from the
trenches.
Odd Facts of the week
1) McDonalds call frequent buyers of their food “heavy users.”
2) A crocodile can’t poke its tongue out.
3) The word “gorilla” is derived from a Greek word meaning, “A tribe of hairy women.”
4) In France, it is legal to marry a dead person.

Fiji Class
We started this week making a delicious stir-fry. Our Fiji chefs are becoming so confident
using the hob and cooking chicken, it's fantastic to see! We have started a new competition
each week to see who will get Fiji's Star Chef Trophy. The first winner of this award is Jay
Wagner who took his time chopping his vegetables and focused all lesson on what he was
doing and created a delicious, appetising stir-fry! Well done!
On Tuesday we took a trip to Sefton Park. We met some interesting people who help to look
after the swans. They gave us swan food and some of us fed the swans out of our hands! We
also saw a heron flying over the lake.
On Wednesday we visited Speke Hall to round up our History lessons about the Tudors. We
saw the building and had loads of fun exploring the grounds, especially getting lost in the
maze!
On Thursday we visited Greenbank College. We looked at different courses that we might be
interested in and we got to see the different classrooms and explore the building. A few of us
liked the college and think it might be a nice place to go to after we leave Abbots Lea but some
of us want to look at other options too. This has been a great opportunity for the Fiji pupils to
see what they can expect in the future to help them make a decision about what they would
like to do.
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Key Stage News and Updates
We've had a great week this week with lots of trips out. A great big mention goes to Sophie
King who is our pupil of the week this week! Sophie is always the first to offer to help out with
any jobs and she's made a fantastic effort with her Maths work. Well done Sophie!
Tasmania Class
This week in Tasmania we have had an exciting trip out to Greenbank College. We were
fortunate enough to bump into some past pupils of Abbots Lea School. The past pupils all
looked well and said how much they enjoy it at Greenbank. At Greenbank, pupils and staff
were kind enough to show us around the grounds and facilities, explaining what courses are
available and what qualifications are accessible to us. We all thought it was fantastic and it
gave us an idea of the different options that can be on offer to us.
During Travel Training the pupils directed the minibus to and from the Library. The pupils then
independently checked in the library book that they had borrowed and then checked out the
book that they wanted to borrow for the next couple of weeks.
During lessons this week we discussed about Remembrance Day and what Britain is known
for. Some of the answers that we came up with were: Fish and chips, poppies, Queen
Elizabeth, Full English Breakfast and we discussed and looked at different British landmarks.
From this we decided to cook a Full English Breakfast during our cookery lesson. We all took
part in cooking the English breakfast and then each of us decided if we wanted to eat it. We
all thought that the breakfast was scrumptious.
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Students of the Week – Week 9
Early Years and Key Stage One
Ireland

Bobby Johnson

Wales

Scarlett Williams
Key Stage Two

Peru

Jay-Jay Harrison Green

Portugal

Archie Fletcher

USA

Alex Maxwell

Brazil

Justin Ward

France

Andrew Mills

Canada

Brandon Channell

Spain

Anthony Woodward

Italy

Noah Lowe
Key Stage Three

Madagascar

Tyler Sherwood

Seychelles

Mann Ng

Cape Verde

Alex Hornby

Botswana

Mai Hulligan

Mozambique

Andy Bova

Malawi

Jack Smith

Kenya

Ashley Murphy
Key Stage Four

Australia

James Edmonds

Papua New Guinea

Sean Sweeney

Samoa

Nathan Green

Christmas Island

Chloe Howarth
Key Stage Five

New Zealand

Joe McGrath

Tasmania

Siraj Asam

Fiji

Sophie King

Page 18 of 31

Page 19 of 31

Page 20 of 31

Page 21 of 31

Page 22 of 31

Page 23 of 31

Page 24 of 31

Page 25 of 31

Page 26 of 31

Key Diary Dates
Our academic year 2018-19 term dates are available on our website:
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/ALS-Term-Dates-201819.pdf

Please note planned early finishes and closure dates, as known at present:
TERM 2:
Early finish on Thursday, 20 December 2018 at 1:30pm
Christmas Holiday: Friday 21 December 2018 to Friday 4 January 2019
Bank holidays:
Tuesday 25 December 2018 - Christmas Day
Wednesday 26 December 2018 – Boxing Bank Holiday
Tuesday, 1 January 2019 – New Year’s Day
TERM 3:
February Holiday: Monday 18 February 2019 to Friday 22 February 2019
TERM 4:
Early finish on Friday, 5 April 2019 at 1:30pm
Spring Holiday: Monday 8 April 2019 to Monday 22 April 2019
Bank holidays:
Friday, 19 April 2019 – Good Friday
Monday, 22 April 2019 – Easter Monday
TERM 5:
Bank holiday:
Monday, 6 May 2019 – Early Bank Holiday Monday
May Holiday: Monday 27 May 2019 to Friday 31 May 2019
TERM 6:
Staff training day: Friday 12 July 2019 – school closed to students
Staff training day: Monday 22 July – Wednesday 24 July 2019 – school closed to students
Summer Holiday: Thursday 25 July 2019
Bank holidays:
Monday 26 August 2019 – August Bank Holiday

Key Diary Dates for the remainder of the year can be found on our website,
under the EVENTS tab:
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/events/
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Head’s Weekly Newsletter
KEY DIARY DATES - TERM 2 - 39 days
WEEK
NUMBER
10

W/C

Date

Event

Mon
12.11
 Support Staff Performance Management mtgs start
12.11.18
Mrs Ania Hildrey,
Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Tue
13.11
BIMA Digital Day – Key Stage 4 and 5
Wed

14.11





Thurs

15.11

Fri

16.11





11

Comment

Governing Body Meeting
National Autistic Society Inspection Visit and Practice
Observations
09:00-12:00 - Staff SALT Consultation Clinics

16:30-18:30

Departmental Assemblies
9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department
10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department
9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning
Non-Uniform day In return for a donation to our Christmas
Fair Tombola

Assemblies and Coffee Morning are open
to families. Parking is available on site on
a “first-come-first-served basis” only. No
photography permitted.

All Day

Mon
19.11.18
Tue

19.11
20.11



Extended Twilight Session – emotional regulation

Wed

21.11




Start of Road Safety Week
12:00-15:00 Educational Psychology Staff Clinic

Thurs

22.11

Fri

23.11




Assemblies and Coffee Morning are open
to families. Parking is available on site on
a “first-come-first-served basis” only. No
photography permitted.



Support Staff PM meetings completed
Departmental Assemblies
9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department
10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department
9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning



FAB! Christmas Fair

Time to be confirmed

Sat 24.11.18

24.11

12

Mon
26.11.18
Tue

26.11

Wed

28.11

Thurs

29.11

Fri

30.11

27.11



10:00-12:00 - KS5 Parents Coffee Morning



09:00-12:00 - Staff SALT Consultation Clinics



Departmental Assemblies
9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department
10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department
9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning
School Health Team in school

Assemblies and Coffee Morning are open
to families. Parking is available on site on
a “first-come-first-served basis” only. No
photography permitted.

Assemblies and Coffee Morning are open
to families. Parking is available on site on
a “first-come-first-served basis” only. No
photography permitted.



Moderation Day 2
Departmental Assemblies
9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department
10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department
9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning








09:00-12:00 - Staff SALT Consultation Clinics
12:00-15:00 Educational Psychology Staff Clinic
Christmas Lunch - Students
Christmas Production
Christmas Production
Christmas Jumper Day – all students and staff



13

14

Mon 3.12.18

3.12

Tue

4.12

Wed

5.12

Thurs

6.12

Fri

7.12

Mon
10.12.18
Tue
Wed

10.12

Thurs
Fri

13.12
14.12

11.12
12.12




NO ASSEMBLY
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15

Mon
17.12.18
Tue

17.12

Wed

19.12

Thurs
20.12.18

20.12.18

18.12









Term 2 - Festival of Learning & Parental Consultation
Seeing is Believing for Governors
Term 2 - Festival of Learning & Parental Consultation
Seeing is Believing for Governors
Term 2 - Festival of Learning & Parental Consultation
Seeing is Believing for Governors
END OF TERM 2@13:30

School closes at 13:30
Packed lunch provided

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY: Monday, 24 December 2018 to Friday, 4 January 2019
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