Head’s Weekly Newsletter
Issue 13, 7 December 2018

Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Dear Students, Families, Colleagues and Friends
Welcome to today’s issue of the Head’s Weekly Newsletter.
This week was great, apart from…. the closure!
I sincerely apologise for the short notice and the negative impact the unplanned closure would
have had on the students and the families.
The late notification was caused by the water stoppage only occurring some time that morning
and being discovered at 8:20am when the internal tanks of water were exhausted by the early
morning cleaners and staff’ use of facilities. The school received no communication from the
utilities provider who appeared unaware of the problem when we called.
A few moments later we were informed that the supplier would require at least 3 hours to
assess and possibly rectify the problem and so we would not have any water for half of the
school day.
As you can imagine, with nearly 400 people using the site, including many children with
complex medical needs, the health and safety risks were too high to accept.
I want to thank you all for your understanding, support and swift response to the school
closure. This includes all staff who coordinated the emergency process, those who made
numerous calls home and the transport team who stayed behind and took most of the students
back home.
I alerted the Director of Children’s Service, Steve Reddy and the Councillor Murray at Liverpool
City Council about this being the second time within a relatively short space of time when an
identical problem (later identified as a pump fault at the local pumping station) has caused us
closure. I have asked for their support and intervention in trying to get to the bottom of this
issue and, hopefully, help us operate fully in the future. Despite my usual optimism, I am
sceptical as to whether this will have been the last such emergency…
We are ending this week with more positive vibe, though – we have two weeks to go until the
holidays (or, as students correct me – “Only 9 school days to go, Miss!”) – and the magic of
Christmas is truly around us. It is the time of great importance to many of us and I for one,
unapologetically, embrace my internal commitment to reflection on life, love, peace, justice
and harmony. Most of all, for me – it is the time for togetherness – at school and at home…
I wish you all a very happy second weekend of December!
Mrs A. Hildrey
Headteacher

Noticeboard
SCHOOL DRESS CODE
I would like to remind everyone about the dress code for the school. We are a specialist school
with the highest aspiration for all members of our school community.
Students must wear full school uniform, including smart black school shoes.
We are also a professional working organisation aimed at providing our students with positive
role modelling of working culture for their own future employment.
Staff will not only model such smart appearance themselves but also challenge students who
depart from the agreed dress code. I ask that families support the class teams with this
challenge.
Additionally, as we start the winter season, please may I ask families to ensure that all students
come into school with appropriately warm/waterproof coats, hats, scarves and gloves – we do
encourage outdoor learning and, as part of that, must ensure that students only go outside in
the cold if dressed suitably for the weather.
The staff will confidently and capably support any student who does not yet tolerate various
uniform items or outer layers of clothing due to their sensory needs.
All items of the school uniform must be labelled and the school will always assist in trying to
find, but will not take responsibility for any items lost.
I would be grateful for all school stakeholders – students, families and the staff for full support
and cooperation.

WORK EXPERIENCE PLACEMENTS
Abbot’s Lea School is looking for additional work experience placements for our Key Stage 5
students. These placements will be supported by our Job Coach and Supported Intern Coach.
If you think this is something that you or your employer may be interested in, please get in
touch with our Job Coach for further details:
Ms Claire Caddick, Email: claire.caddick@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

STAFF UPDATE
I am delighted to let you know that following this week’s recruitment, we have appointed Mr
Jonathan Plant to the position of Higher Level Teaching Assistant in Madagascar Class.
Mr Plant is a fully qualified teacher, with experience of working in a variety of schools and has
worked with us, here at Abbot’s Lea School since September 2018 as a Teaching Assistant.
Having spent this week transitioning from his current role to the next, we wish him all the very
best for supporting Mr Mason, Key Stage 3 Leader in the class duties.
Mr Plant’s vacancy in Mozambique Class is already filled with Ms Little who joined the team
on Monday this week.
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PRIMARY DEPARTMENT’S
CHRISTMAS CAROL ASSEMBLY
Families of primary-age students are warmly invited to the Primary Department’s extended
Christmas Carol Assembly which will take place on Friday, 14 December 2018.
Anyone wishing to join us is asked to arrive and be seated by 9:30am for the prompt start of
the assembly at 9:40am.
PLEASE DO NOT ARRIVE BEFORE 9:30am as the students will be using the Atrium.
After the assembly is finished, all guests will be invited to join us for a coffee morning in The
House.
To help us organise the seating, we have written to the families earlier this week asking for a
return of slips indicating number of visitors.
The deadline for the response is Monday, 10 December 2018.
Please note that parking is very limited on site and will be available on the first come-first
served basis. If, when you arrive, the gates are closed, this means that no further parking
spaces are available. There is free on-street parking in the neighbourhood (within 10-minute
walk to the school).
Lastly, due to the complex circumstances of some of the students in our care, we will NOT
permit photos or videos during the event; official photos will be taken and shared after the
event.
We look forward to seeing many of you on the day!
Due to the extended Primary Christmas Carol Assembly, the Secondary Assembly will be
starting at 10:30am

CHRISTMAS CHOIR
As part of our Christmas celebrations, we have formed our Christmas Choir.
We have been practising some Christmas carols and selected students will be singing them
at the Christmas Market at St George’s Hall, Liverpool.
We will be performing at 11am on the 11 December, and all families are more than
welcome to come and watch us sing and raise money for our school funds.
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NHS ADVICE - JUNIOR EPIPEN SHORTAGE
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Care and Safeguarding
Ms Alison Twomey, Head of Care and Safeguarding
E: Alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Yesterday I attended the first Safeguarding Focus Group meeting of the academic year. This
is a forum for Schools’ Designated Safeguarding Leads to get together and share best practice
and be provided with updated national and local guidance. It ensures all educational providers
in Liverpool are meeting their statutory safeguarding requirements, although all of us strive to
go ‘above and beyond’ these measures.
Last year, the forum developed and adopted a ‘Safeguarding Pledge’ designed to remind us
of the core tasks we must continually undertake in our work. Yesterday was a good opportunity
to revisit this ‘Safeguarding Pledge’ and reflect on whether it always remains at the core of my
work.
To demonstrate my commitment to safeguarding children I pledge to:
 ensure that children are visible, their voices heard and their needs, views and wishes
addressed
 recognise that some children may be more vulnerable to harm due to their age, specific
needs or home circumstances
 work in partnership with other agencies, always acting in the best interests of the child
 act without delay to protect children from harm and abuse
 provide early help before children’s needs escalate further
 apply the local ‘levels of need guidance’ to assess and re-evaluate children’s needs
 share information promptly to support a collective and holistic assessment of children’s
needs
 strengthen relationships with families, supporting them to build resilience by adopting
a solution focused approach
 attend all multi-agency meetings to ensure collective responsibility for achieving
positive outcomes in a timely way
 ensure agencies challenge each other so that actions are taken promptly, avoiding
professional drift
 follow local multi-agency procedures to escalate concerns until there is an appropriate
resolution
 participate in regular and effective supervision with my peers so that there is strong
oversight of decisions made and actions taken
 meet all mandatory training requirements, regularly updating my professional
knowledge whilst applying any learning to my practice and cascading to others
The above is an absolute reflection of my core beliefs as the school’s Designated
Safeguarding Lead and, by extension, every member of our Safeguarding Team. On behalf of
all school staff I wish to reassure families that the school will continue to keep safeguarding
our top priority. We recognise the trust you have placed in us by sending your child to this
school and we will continue to work in partnership with families and other agencies to provide
the best possible outcomes for our students.
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Autism Research and Development
Ms Micah Grimshaw, Head of Autism Research and Development
E: micah.grimshaw@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

This week saw the announcement that the Government is planning to introduce an updated
national autism strategy, which for the first time in England will cover people of all ages.
Almost 10 years ago the adult autism strategy was launched, and since then there have been
continuous campaigns to cover both children and adults in a national autism and education
strategy.
The National Autistic Society have led many campaigns in England, and have achieved a
tremendous amount for people on the autism spectrum. You can stay up-to-date with the latest
campaigns including Too Much Information (a current focus on employment for autistic people)
and The Health and Wellbeing Alliance using this website link: https://www.autism.org.uk/getinvolved/campaign/england.aspx.
We will be learning about SCERTS as a framework to support young people to becoming
competent social communicators by determining meaningful, purposeful, and motivating goals
and strategies based on knowledge of each child’s developmental stage, functional needs and
family priorities.
The SCERTS framework is applicable to all students at Abbot’s Lea School, and all staff will
be undergoing SCERTS training regularly throughout the year.

Page 9 of 31

Primary Department
Mr Scott-Scarth, Head of Primary Department
E: dean.scott-scarth@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

This week got off to a festive start in the Primary Department, the students going to Woolton
Cinema to see The Grinch. The students compiled film reviews as part of their development
of writing, several comments being:
"The film was proper funny"
"Very cool and fun"
"Tons of cool bits"
"The Grinch was very silly in parts".
Thank you to Mrs O'Neill (Canada Class) for organising such a wonderful activity.
The students and staff have been very busy rehearsing for the Christmas Carol Assembly on
Friday 14 December. Letters have gone out to families and we would be very grateful if you
could send back the tear off slip to enable us to make plans for seating and parking on the
day. I have had several sneak previews of the Christmas Carols this week. The students sound
amazing and their performance in assembly will make you burst with pride.
As an additional part of the Christmas Carol Assembly our choir, led by Mr Flanagan and Ms
Richter, will give us a rendition of a festive array of songs.
Travel to Tokyo is going from strength to strength at home and in school. This week Portugal
Class won a prize (Table Tennis Equipment) as a result of them completing the weekly
challenge set by Get Set. The students are really embracing the idea of physical activity as a
way to socialise, get active and stay healthy. Students continue to engage in The Daily Mile,
Judo and Golf in addition to Physical Education and active break times.
Please log activity you complete as a family, everything counts – whether its 10 minutes of a
pretend snowball fight, or a family air cycle in front of the TV.

Log activity and find information here :https://www.getset.co.uk/travel-tokyo

Ganbatte! (Good luck)
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Secondary Department
Mr McVerry, Head of Secondary Department
E: anthony.mcverry@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

With not long left until the holidays the school and department have been feeling very festive
this week and a number of projects have been in progress.
Firstly on Monday we welcomed the Book Bus into school, this is a great initiative giving
students and staff the opportunity to head onto the bus, spend some time reading and even
purchase some books at a great price. Reading is one of our key focusses in school and this
event supported our drive to improve. Everyone seemed to enjoy the event and credit goes to
the KS3 team for organising such a worthwhile and targeted event. Thank you to all the
families who sent money in for this event, the school receives tokens from the Book People to
spend on books and resources for school.
Our new Key Stage 4 football kit arrived this week and is a striking sky blue to match the
school colours, it was well needed and something we hope brings luck to the team as they
progress through the year. KS3 are not forgotten in this and LFC foundation are donating a kit
to this team as well, it will hopefully be here in the coming weeks.
Mr Mason and I are once again organising a charity football match that will take place in March
2019. It will be held on a Saturday and we have once again secured the county pitches at
Walton Hall Park. Look out for a letter in the New Year inviting families to take part.
Our enterprise initiatives seem to be going from strength to strength and now Samoa class
have introduced their Christmas Combos, a spiced muffin with a hot spiced vimto. It has been
brilliant to see the ideas and creativity that is taking place across the department and fits in
brilliantly with our Careers Strategy.
It has been refreshing to work with our new Job Coach, Ms Caddick this week as she has
settled into school. We now have a plan of action moving forward and some exciting projects
in the pipeline. Our big push will be to expand our Supported Internship offer, provide
meaningful work experience from year 9 and create a bespoke platform for apprenticeships.
We will be meeting with key partners in the coming months, we already have some really
exciting partners who are on board and driving things forward, changing the landscape for our
students and society.
This week I focussed my assembly on current affairs and the media, tying up the theme of
‘Our World’. It is important to point out to our students that the media shapes society how it
and others see fit. I am a keen advocate of breaking down barriers, not conforming to the norm
and challenging the status quo, something I believe our students can and will do. Once again
it is so good to see the level of thought that goes into these sessions from our students and it
makes the job so worthwhile.
Finally I would like to congratulate Mr Plant on securing the job of HLTA within Madagascar
class, you will be an asset to the team and I hope you settle in well. Have as great weekend!
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School Business Support Team
Mr Andrew Cocklin, Head of Finance and Operations
E: andrew.cocklin@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

No water on Wednesday meant a very busy day, coordinating students getting home safely
due to the school site not being able to meet the needs of students - no running water, toilet
facilities out of use etc.
This again highlighted how important it is that we have the most up to date contact details for
all students and at least 3 emergency contacts were possible. We do send out reminders for
information, but if you do change your home, work or mobile number, if you could let the school
know as soon as possible, it will help to make any future occurrences of similar events as easy
to manage as possible.
Thank you to all the staff for managing the process so smoothly and to all the students who
remained calm throughout. And a big thank you to all the parents and carers for being so
understanding on what must have been a difficult day.
We are in discussions with United Utilities to understand why this has happened again and
what we can do as a school, if anything, to minimise the impact if it happens again in the
future.

Mrs Michelle Griffiths, Head of HR
E: michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

On Wednesday Miss Grimshaw and I attended the first day of a 3 day event focussing on
evidence based CPD facilitated by Meols Cop Research School and attended by many local
schools. This will be the start of an exciting project for the school where we can ensure that
we focus all projects, development and learning on evidenced research to ensure the best
outcomes for our students and maximise collaborative learning opportunities.
On Thursday we had a visit from PSS who were invited to school as part out our wellbeing
programme for employees. As well as carrying out blood pressure checks for staff they offered
support and advice to those who needed it. Following this PSS will be training some of our
team to carry out our own blood pressure checks and offer advice.
More information about the work PSS do can be found here - http://psspeople.com/who-weare and information about blood pressure can be found here http://www.bloodpressureuk.org/Home
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Job Coach
Ms Claire Caddick, Job Coach
E: Claire.caddick@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

I have just completed my second week at Abbot’s Lea School and I am now getting a feel for
the place.
This week I have been planning key priority areas to work on by the end of our third term.
These key priorities will all play into the wider employability strategy for the school and be
mapped to the governmental Gatsby benchmarks.
On Tuesday, I spent the day shadowing our supported interns down at AMEY in Speke. They
are learning so many new skills and experiencing different sector areas such as HR, Training,
Processing and Customer Services. I was able to look at some of their progress reviews and
speak to key members of staff who explained that the interns have the same duties and
responsibilities as Amey staff and are completing these efficiently, professionally and to the
same standard as the wider team. These results are amazing considering we are only 14
weeks in.
On Wednesday I delivered my first employability session to our interns and they constructed
their first ever CV’s. This is something that I will be replicating when my Careers Clinic
launches in the New Year. It is my aim that every student in Abbots lea will produce a CV by
the end of Key stage four. I have also had discussions with employers in the Match Works in
Speke and have secured a work experience placement with a large beauty company to begin
in the New Year. I have some exciting leads for other work experience providers and will be
working with staff at Abbot’s Lea to consolidate our work experience offer to our students.
If any parents do have any concerns over their young person and career aspirations then my
door is always open. Please feel free to email me or pop into the school for a chat.
Claire.caddick@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Enjoy your weekend.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Early Years and Key Stage 1
Key Stage Leader: Miss O’Neill
Maria.O’Neill@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
This week started off with a fantastic trip to the Cinema! We joined with all of primary and went
to see 'The Grinch.' It was really funny and everyone enjoyed it. Both classes have had a
special visitor this week (The Elf on the Shelf!) He is keeping an eye on us and leaving
surprises for us each morning.
In Ireland class we sat very well for the movie on Monday and read our first Christmas story
'My Letter to Santa.' As part of our discovery of North America we have also been reading a
story about a bear who wanted a hug called 'Big Bear Hug.' We took turns to create a giant
furry bear for our display, it looks fab! We are still receiving lots of postcards from all over the
world for our map display and this week Oscar's Aunt from Peru sent us a beautiful post card,
we were very excited to read it! As Christmas is coming fast we have been practicing our
culinary skills and making some delicious (sand) Christmas pies and learning how to draw
things we associate with Christmas and Winter. We learnt how to draw a Christmas tree and
a snowman! We have some fantastic artists in Class Ireland! On Thursday the little elf set up
'Santa's workshop' for us complete with a card writing station and a tree decoration station, so
everyone is learning how to write cards and decorate the tree!
Have a lovely weekend and hope to see you at the Christmas Concert next week 😊
Wales Class
We have had another fantastic week in Wales class and it's beginning to look a lot like
Christmas! On Monday we were met by Buddy the Elf who has come to spend some time with
us and spread kindness and friendship in our class. We have been learning about advent and
opening our own home-made advent calendars each morning and everyone helped to
decorate our Christmas tree. We had a great trip to Woolton Cinema to watch The Grinch
movie and everyone was so sensible. We have been reading stories from North America and
learning about animals who live in the different continents all over the world. We have also
been learning about human and physical features of places all over the world. Have a lovely
weekend everyone.

Key Stage 2
Key Stage Leader: Mrs Lisa Walker
Lisa.Walker@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
We have been busy practising for our Christmas carol service next week, we are looking
forward to seeing you all there. Mrs. Walker
Canada Class
This week Canada class really enjoyed the Christmas trip to the cinema and then wrote a
review for the film and discussed their favourite parts and characters.
Canada took part in Judo again this week and are improving nicely. The naughty elf has visited
Canada class this year and has been causing mischief. The dwarfs captured him and left a
crime scene for the pupils to measure the feet and hand prints. Canada class
were fantastic detectives and found the culprit. Excellent work this week. Well done.
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Key Stage News and Updates
USA
This week we have been studying landforms and volcanoes in North America and have made
their own mod rock volcano to help describe this natural formation, well done boys
France Class
On Monday morning in France class an elf called Eddie came to visit us and brought us our
class advent calendar. This week France class started the week off by going to the Cinema to
watch The Grinch. We has a very good time and all enjoyed the film so much that we wrote a
review about it when we got back to school. In Maths we finished off looking at time and some
of us are now really good at looking at 5 minute intervals on the clock. Tuesday afternoon we
welcomed the new teacher from Peru, Miss Last, to watch our geography lesson about manmade and natural landmarks on the North American continent and we enjoyed sorting them
out using a sensory activity. On Thursday we looked at how to keep our hands clean and how
important it is to wash them thoroughly and what our hands look like if we don't wash them
properly. We finished the week of on Friday by looking at home safety and SOCCOM games.
Well done France class, another great week over!
Spain Class
The students in Spain class thoroughly enjoyed their trip to Woolton Cinema on Monday.
Everyone thought "The Grinch," was an excellent film and a great way to kick start our
Christmas celebrations. The students have been working hard to complete artwork inspired
by the North American artist, Frank Lloyd Wright and have enjoyed learning about the
formation of the Rocky Mountains. We are all looking forward to rehearsing our Christmas
Nativity over the next week and practising all of the Christmas songs.
Italy Class
Italy class went to the Cinema on Monday to watch The Grinch. The pupils had a lovely
morning and thoroughly enjoyed getting into the Christmas spirit. In the afternoon we
completed our news activities and talked about what each pupil did over the weekend. Thank
you very much all the parents for supporting their child when completing the news homework
activity sheet. It’s very much appreciated. On Tuesday we finished off making our musical
instruments and played them to a piece of North American music. In Maths we joined in with
money maths games and we had our class shop. In the afternoon for PE we played tag rugby
and parachute games. Fantastic listening by all pupils to complete the games. On Thursday
we completed our phonics letters and sounds lesson and finished off our measurement topic
with sequencing events through time. Well done Italy class for a great week.
Brazil Class
An action packed 4 day week Brazil! We started the week with a brilliant Christmas trip out to
Woolton Cinema to see The Grinch. Great film and great behaviour! We were film critics and
reviewed it later on, recommending it to everyone.
We have been learning about the Jewish festival of Hanukkah, the story behind the festival
and also the traditional game of driedel- great fun and teamwork. We thought about the lights
on the menorrah candle stick and the lights on our Christmas tree at this time of year. We are
starting our Christmas production too and have been getting our voices warmed up.
Our classroom is looking more festive with our Christmas tree lit up and we are beginning to
enjoy some Christmas maths games and indoor snowballs!
Another highlight was the visit by Jess the therapy dog to Brazil on Tuesday. She was amazing
and we all got a chance to sit with her and stroke her. She relaxed us all and we hope to see
her again.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Portugal Class
It's been a great week in Class Portugal! We have learnt all about New York City and even
made some American pancakes! We used strawberries and blueberries - and of course maple
syrup! We learnt about life in New York and how it is different to Liverpool.
We also had a visit from an elf on the shelf who has been getting up to mischief in our
classroom! We can't wait to see what he does next!
We also enjoyed a trip to the Cinema to watch The Grinch which the children enjoyed very
much! It was a great morning and we all laughed a lot!
Have a lovely weekend!
Class Portugal 😊
Peru Class
This has been my first week as Class Teacher in Peru class and I have thoroughly enjoyed
getting to know of all of the students. They have all continued to work hard in their lessons
after a lovely start to the week on the school cinema trip. In English this week we have been
writing film reviews of The Grinch and in Maths we have continued our measurement work by
learning to use rulers. I have been extremely impressed with how well they have all coped
with the recent changes within the classroom and look forward to getting to know them all
better.

Key Stage 3
Key Stage Leader: Mr Mason
Ryan.Mason@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
All students in KS3 have had a fantastic week, working hard in their lessons and have shown
a positive attitude towards their learning. We had a visit on Monday from the Book Bus,
provided by the 'Book People, where all students received the opportunity to visit the bus and
look at all the amazing books on offer. Many students also purchased books that they saw
whilst browsing and just couldn't live without! Next week is a very busy week with lots of fun
activities and trips that will be enjoyed by the students. Have a great weekend!
Madagascar Class
It has been a good week in Madagascar. We have enjoyed learning volleyball skills and baked
cupcakes. On Monday we had a whole day dedicated to reading/writing skills based around
the visit of the Book Bus. We have also welcomed a new member of staff Mr Plant as an
HLTA.
Seychelles Class
The pupils enjoyed the Book Bus arrival on Monday and several pupils bought books to take
home with them.
We spent the rest of the day beginning our short dragon project. Pupils began designing a
moving dragon model and then planned a story featuring a dragon. Their target audience was
younger children. Pupils were also tasked to make an accompanying animation.
On Tuesday we enjoyed badminton in PE and looked at converting between units in Maths.
This was followed by an afternoon working on our models.
Wednesday was our trip out but unfortunately an unexpected incident meant that this had to
be postponed.
We have had a week of readjusting as one pupil leaves us for his new adventure while another
prepares to join us.
Have a great weekend.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Botswana Class
Botswana have had another good week. We have enjoyed designing and making Christmas
decorations and trying different Spanish foods in languages! We are hoping to finish our
Design Technology project soon and send home our fantastic bespoke canvas bags!
Cape Verde Class
KS3 enjoyed a 'collapsed curriculum' English day on Monday. Cape Verde concentrated on
our positive interactions and speaking skills. The class had to organise themselves into order
of height, alphabetical order, date of birth etc. Next up was 'Speed date'. Questions were
generated and then 1 minute spent with each of their peers on a conversation carousel. Nonstop positive conversation and interaction. It was lovely to witness.
The afternoon saw some of the pupils putting themselves up for interview in front of the rest
of the class as an interview panel with questions prepared and written beforehand. Fun, but
laying the foundations for what our pupils will have to face for possible future employment.
Kenya Class
Kenya has had another fantastic week! We have been busy decorating our class and putting
up the class Christmas tree. We have been continuing with our work around the Egyptians
and continued our story of Flat Stanley in English. In Maths, we have continued to look at
shapes, in particular triangles and classifying different types of triangles! In French, we have
learnt some Christmas related words and had to challenge our friends to a game of 'French
Christmas Connect Four'. In Science we have been learning about electricity and the
importance of keeping safe around electricity. We have also started to look at renewable
sources of electricity and this will lead into our topic in geography around environmental
issues. We enjoyed visiting the Book Bus on Monday and had a day celebrating the wonderful
world of books and reading. In Computing, we have continued making our animations, we
have lots of talented animators! Finally in P.E, we have continued to develop our skills playing
badminton and started to play competitively as teams!

Malawi Class
We made our own pizzas in Food Tech; varieties ranged from fully loaded meat feasts to just
plain cheese! We all enjoyed making them, but eating them was everyone's favourite part.
Some of us couldn't even wait for our creations to go in the oven before we had to nibble on
some pepperoni! We staged a court case on Tuesday afternoon, because it came to our
attention that three little pigs may not have been as innocent as first thought!
We questioned, listened deliberated and finally decided the previously labelled "big, bad" wolf,
was in fact innocent! Thank you Justice Jacob Wands!
Mozambique Class
This week we have enjoyed our collapsed curriculum day where we studied the book
'Billionaire Boy' by David Walliams. We looked at what we would spend the money on if we
were rich and we came up with some wonderful suggestions. In Maths we have been looking
at horizontal and vertical lines and have been spotting them around the school. We have
begun to get into the Christmas spirit and have made mince pies and jam tarts in Food
Technology and have put our Christmas tree up in class. We have looked at volcanoes in
Geography and have made our own eruption using vinegar and bicarbonate of soda. In music
we have used our voices and we are gaining lots of confidence when singing. In History we
have continued our work on the Shang dynasty.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 4
Key Stage Leader: Miss Dallas
Katie.Dallas@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Australia Class
In this shorter than usual week, we have used the nativity and Christmas celebration as the
focus of our studies. Tying in to this terms theme 'Our World' we have taken time to research
how Christmas is celebrated in different countries around the world. The students have really
enjoyed this and found it interesting comparing how other cultures celebrate the festive
season.
In both our RE and Art lessons, we have learnt about the nativity story and produced some
amazing stained glass windows. We look forward to showing our fantastic work at the next
festival of learning.
Samoa Class
Samoa tried really hard in Food Tech this week - we made some tricky jam Christmas trees
which turned out well! In Maths we have been working on comparing and ordering fractions
and in English we enjoyed learning about the different ways that Christmas is celebrated
around the world. Samoa pupils were particularly interested in Japan - where they have KFC
for Christmas dinner! Miss Loughran is running a Christmas colouring competition for KS4 and
5, so the pupils have begun work on this in art. Our Santa's workshop scenes are looking
great! Lots of detail and an opportunity for us to practise some mindfulness. In Science, we
learnt about the difference between natural and artificial satellites and in Geography we have
learnt how to use an atlas and read maps independently. Everyone has engaged brilliantly
throughout the week. Well done all!
Papua New Guinea Class
This week in PNG we have finished studying Gulliver's Travels, we created a comic strip of
the text and have completed our creative writing pieces imagining we are Gulliver. In Science
we have continued studying the heart and the function of the circulation system. In Maths we
completed some festive Maths problems using out division and multiplication skills. On
Tuesday afternoon we had a mindfulness session with Jess, our therapy dog. We all loved
meeting Jess and hope she visits PNG again soon.
Christmas Island Class
This week in festive Christmas Island (aka Liverpool’s North Pole) the students have been
working on converting decimals to percentages.
We are continuing to work on our solar system, and the paper-mache stage is complete and
we are now moving on to popping the balloons and painting the planets!
The whole class enjoyed our Christmas trip out on Thursday to the Cinema to see Robin Hood.
Have a lovely weekend everyone!
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 5
Key Stage Leader: Mr Davenport
Paul.davenport@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
New Zealand Class
This week has been a busy week for our class. We have been examining grammar in our
English lessons, looking at fronted adverbials, parenthesis and inverted commas. When we
haven't been getting grammar-ific, we have been reading David Walliams' book, "The Midnight
Gang." All the students have enjoyed this. We have also been making progress on our
pantomime with our resident class playwright, George, making good progress on the script.
This has been the last week this year of our potato enterprise, "Spuddies". A big thanks to
everyone who has supported this enterprise this year and money raised was spent by students
on our Christmas class trip on Thursday. On or class trip we went to Crosby Plaza cinema to
watch 'Nativity Rocks", followed by a slap up meal at the Britannia Stonehouse in Otterspool.
All students had a great time and the cinema staff praised our children for leaving the cinema
spotless after they had been!
Odd facts of the week
1) In the time it takes to listen to the Proclaimers’ hit song 'I’m Gonna Be (500 Miles)', the
International Space Station travels 500 miles, then 500 more.
2) Humans are not at the top of the food chain but near the middle, on a level with pigs and
anchovies.
3) Terry’s used to make a Chocolate Lemon and a Chocolate Apple.
4) John Cleese’s real name is John Cheese. He grew up 10 miles from Cheddar and his best
friend at school was called Barney Butter.
Tasmania Class
What a challenging week we have had this week. We started off by one of the students
directing a staff member who was driving the minibus to the library in Speke, so we could
return our books ready for our Christmas break. After returning our books, we went to
Morrison’s to find and pay independently for the ingredients that we needed to make
gingerbread biscuits for our cookery lesson, which tasted delicious.
We had a fantastic visit from the book bus people and got to choose some great new books
for our class, that we have been reading to ourselves.
We have decorated the class with Christmas decorations ready for a visit of the man in the big
red suit.
During Maths and English this week we have challenged ourselves with sequence work in
numbers, time and addition and we will continue to work with these to get better at them. In
English we have continued reading our book Awful Auntie, some of the quotes in the chapters
that we have read have really made us laugh. We have challenged ourselves with punctuation
work for direct speech but will continue to work on this.
Fiji Class
This week, the Fiji chefs embraced the Christmas spirit and created Christmas Omelette
Muffins! They included turkey and vegetables and had a side of cranberry sauce. Some of the
Fiji chefs were not impressed with the muffins as they do not like egg! However, others scoffed
them all! 
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On Tuesday we went on tours of both of our city's magnificent cathedrals. We discovered the
Whispering Arch in the Anglican cathedral and we loved the coloured windows in the
Metropolitan cathedral. We found both of them very different.
We had an unexpected day off on Wednesday and then on Thursday we continued with our
History lessons. We have been discovering about Greek mythology and it has been very
interesting learning all of the weird and wonderful myths.
A fantastic shout out to our Pupil of the Week this week...Oliver Maxwell! He has done fantastic
acting and is always a brilliant role model to not only the rest of the class, but to the whole
school. Well done Oliver! Another shout out goes to Luke Jones who won our Star Chef award
this week as he did excellent chopping! His veg and turkey were all sliced perfectly and
everything looked absolutely delightful! Well done Luke!
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Students of the Week – Week 13
Early Years and Key Stage One
Ireland

Ted North

Wales

Reem Faza
Key Stage Two

Peru

Jamie Morris

Portugal

Alfie Henderson

USA

Marcus Karran

Brazil

Joe McManus

France

John Archer

Canada

Jack Lowther

Spain

Jonny Dring

Italy

Georgina Hudson
Key Stage Three

Madagascar

Saeed Ahmed

Seychelles

Liam Birtles

Cape Verde

Githan Karthikeyanathan

Botswana

Thomas Linton

Mozambique

Lily Blundell

Malawi

Rhys Clarke

Kenya

Justin Hardy
Key Stage Four

Australia

Elliot Ko

Papua New Guinea

Daniel Kotas
Lewis Panagopoulos

Samoa
Christmas Island

Henry Lin
Key Stage Five

New Zealand

Tom Harris

Tasmania

Connor Fairbairn

Fiji

Oliver Maxwell
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Week 13 in pictures
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Head’s Weekly Newsletter

Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Head’s Key
Weekly
Newsletter
Diary Dates
Our academic year 2018-19 term dates are available on our website:
Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/ALS-Term-Dates-201819.pdf

Please note planned early finishes and closure dates, as known at present:
TERM 2:
Early finish on Thursday, 20 December 2018 at 1:30pm
Christmas Holiday: Friday 21 December 2018 to Friday 4 January 2019
Bank holidays:
Tuesday 25 December 2018 - Christmas Day
Wednesday 26 December 2018 – Boxing Bank Holiday
Tuesday, 1 January 2019 – New Year’s Day
TERM 3:
February Holiday: Monday 18 February 2019 to Friday 22 February 2019
TERM 4:
Early finish on Friday, 5 April 2019 at 1:30pm
Spring Holiday: Monday 8 April 2019 to Monday 22 April 2019
Bank holidays:
Friday, 19 April 2019 – Good Friday
Monday, 22 April 2019 – Easter Monday
TERM 5:
Bank holiday:
Monday, 6 May 2019 – Early Bank Holiday Monday
May Holiday: Monday 27 May 2019 to Friday 31 May 2019
TERM 6:
Staff training day: Friday 12 July 2019 – school closed to students
Staff training day: Monday 22 July – Wednesday 24 July 2019 – school closed to students
Summer Holiday: Thursday 25 July 2019
Bank holidays:
Monday 26 August 2019 – August Bank Holiday

Key Diary Dates for the remainder of the year can be found on our website,
under the EVENTS tab:
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/event

Head’s Weekly Newsletter
KEY DIARY DATES - TERM 2 - 39 days
WEEK NUMBER
14

W/C
Mon 10.12.18

Date
10.12

Event

Comment

Tue
11.12
 09:00-12:00 - Staff SALT Consultation Clinics
Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

15

Wed

12.12

Thurs

13.12

Fri

14.12

Mon 17.12.18

17.12

Tue

18.12

Wed

19.12

Thurs
20.12.18

20.12.18





12:00-15:00 Educational Psychology Staff Clinic
Christmas Lunch - Students
Christmas Production











Christmas Production
Christmas Jumper Day – all students and staff
Term 2 - Festival of Learning & Parental Consultation
Seeing is Believing for Governors
Term 2 - Festival of Learning & Parental Consultation
Seeing is Believing for Governors
Term 2 - Festival of Learning & Parental Consultation
Seeing is Believing for Governors
END OF TERM 2@13:30

NO ASSEMBLY

School closes at 13:30
Packed lunch provided

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY: Monday, 24 December 2018 to Friday, 4 January 2019
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