Head’s Weekly Newsletter
Issue 14, 14 December 2018

Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Dear Students, Families, Colleagues and Friends
Welcome to the penultimate newsletter of this term!
Today, we celebrated our Primary Department’s Christmas Production and what a show of
talent, confidence and courage it was!
The narrators, the solo signers and the choir performances were simply breath-taking… The
students of all ages and performing experience united to provide us all with the best start to
the festive season we could wish for.
As ever – the room was filled to capacity with the families, friends and the members of the
Governing Body. I thank you all for joining us.
Most of all, however, I thank the team of staff, led by Mr Scott-Scarth, Mrs Walker and Miss
O’Neill, without whom none of the wonders would come true. Thank you!

Next week, we will celebrate the whole school’s learning during the second Festival of
Learning taking place from Monday to Wednesday – please contact Reception if you wish to
join us.
Lastly, the school closes for the holidays on Thursday, 20 December 2018 at 1:30pm.
Please may I gently remind the families to ensure that the students are collected promptly at
that time, as I am very keen to allow the wonderful team of staff a well-deserved earlier finish
that day! We all return to school on Monday, 7 January 2019 and this applies to both the staff
and the students.
Here is to a wonderful weekend and I look forward to seeing you all next week for the last
few days of the term.
With warm wishes
Mrs A. Hildrey
Headteacher

Noticeboard
PARENT GOVERNOR ELECTION – THE RESULTS
I am delighted to write to you today to announce the results of the recent Parent Governor
election.
After the ballot was held and parental votes cast, the following results were published by the
Clerk to the Governors who officiated the election:



Mr J North - 27 votes
Mrs Sudbury-Riley - 14 votes

I wish to thank both nominees for their interest in the Governing Body’s work.
I congratulate and welcome, on behalf of the school community, Mr North who will be joining
the Governing Body as one of our Parent Governors as soon as the statutory recruitment
checks are completed.

LOCAL AUTHORITY REPRESENTATIVE GOVERNOR
I also write to inform you that Miss S Powell will be joining our Governing Body as the Local
Authority nominated Representative.
This appointment is managed centrally by the Liverpool City Council and is subject to the
Cabinet approval on 16 January 2019 and the ratification by the Abbot’s Lea School Governing
Body.
Some of you may recognise Miss Powell from her previous long term governance, including
holding the role of Chair of Governors until 2017.
The Governing Body welcomes this nomination and appointment recognising Miss Powell’s
significant experience in special education, safeguarding and governance in schools.
I was delighted that both Mr North and Miss Powell joined us today for the Christmas
Production. Similarly, thanks to Ms Walsh, Mrs Thompson, Mr Lowe, Mr Drost, Mr McVerry
and Ms Adair for representing the Governing Body at today’s event. Seeing the school in
operation is absolutely key to successful governance and I am thankful to the governors for
taking their time to join us today. Seeing is believing!

WORK EXPERIENCE PLACEMENTS
Abbot’s Lea School is looking for additional work experience placements for our Key Stage 5
students. These placements will be supported by our Job Coach and Supported Intern Coach.
If you think this is something that you or your employer may be interested in, please get in
touch with our Job Coach for further details:
Ms Claire Caddick, Email: claire.caddick@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Care and Safeguarding
Ms Alison Twomey, Head of Care and Safeguarding
E: Alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

As we head into the last school week of 2018, the finish line is now in sight and it won’t be
crossed a minute too soon! I have noticed my own energy levels falling short at times this
week and I’m quite certain that, by next Thursday, my body will be saying ‘stop!’
The tell-tale signs of physical and emotional tiredness are becoming more visible and it’s clear
that both students and school staff need a well-deserved break.
Back in September, when we were all full of energy and excitement at the prospect of another
outstanding school year, the possibility of fatigue or even burnout seemed remote.
Fully motivated for the challenges ahead, all staff entered the new academic year with gusto
and, perhaps, little regard for the need to ‘pace’ ourselves for the long, cold days ahead.
When fatigue takes hold the body is more prone to illness so it’s important to recognise the
early signs of tiredness and take action to keep the stress levels low and recovery time high.
Continuing to eat regularly, have enough to drink throughout the day and get a good night’s
sleep are simple but hugely effective methods of self-care.
Taking regular exercise can also be helpful as this releases endorphins into the body,
providing an extra ‘boost’ to see us through the day.
The Christmas break will provide the opportunity to refuel our collective engines and return in
January with the same drive, enthusiasm, passion and energy evident in September.
Although next term is shorter than the current, it will remain important to set a manageable
pace and ensure energy levels don’t dip after a few weeks. I wish you all a restful weekend.
Four more school days to go!
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Autism Research and Development
Ms Micah Grimshaw, Head of Autism Research and Development
E: micah.grimshaw@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

I am excited to announce that we have had some successful applications to the ALS student
research group!
Callum Stevenson, Patrick Brough and Joe Parry will begin their work in the New Year by
supporting each other to lead on key research projects that will enhance the lives of those
living with autism and those supporting others with autism.
One student noted in his application that he is particularly keen to find out how autism affects
people differently, and how this differs from his own experiences.
There is still time for KS3, 4 or 5 students to join the research group that will meet at least
once a term to discuss ideas and research developments. Application forms focus on each
individual’s interests and abilities and Miss Caddick, our Job Coach is also available to support
students applying for a role in the research group.
On Wednesday of this week, I joined Mr McVerry at the University Careers Fair for Autistic
Students, hosted by Liverpool City College. It was great to see some of the students there
talking to representatives from different organisations within the education and health sector.
The event was supported by the AnnaKennedyOnline charity and we were able to meet and
talk with Anna Kennedy herself about the challenges young autistic people face when looking
to access further education and/or employment. We are jointly keen to break down these
barriers to create a society that is truly inclusive of autistic children and adults.
AnnaKennedyOnline provides independent training, legal advice and support, and up to date
news and debates via online platforms. There are also free resources for families to access
including a helpful tool for navigating annual reviews. In conjunction with SNJ Editorial
Assistant, and special school head, Marguerite Haye an informative flowchart has been
designed to help us all understand the process of an annual review.
https://specialneedsjungle.com/flow-chart/snj-annual-review-flow-chart/
Our EHCP coordinator, Joanna Scarrott, has confirmed that the process is in line with ours at
Abbot’s Lea School with the only difference being that the student’s teacher will complete the
review, not Headteacher or SENCO.
You can keep up to date with the latest autism news and debates
www.AnnaKennedyOnline.com or join in the discussions on Facebook or Twitter.

on

AnnaKennedyOnline
@AnnaKennedy1
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Primary Department
Mr Scott-Scarth, Head of Primary Department
E: dean.scott-scarth@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Another busy, festive week has drawn to a close in the Primary Department at Abbot's Lea
School. The students of Ireland and Wales Classes are counting down the "number of sleeps"
until Santa visits. Their classrooms are decked with tinsel, pictures of Father Christmas adorn
the rooms and tastefully decorated Christmas Trees are abundant, like a sparkly forest. Ireland
Class are busy getting into the Christmas mood by designing their own Christmas Jumpers.
We definitely have some budding fashion designers, led by the ever creative Miss O'Neill
and the class team.
Students in Key Stage Two have been embracing the spirit of Christmas and of enterprise,
visiting St Georges Hall to perform Christmas Carols for the shoppers of the Christmas Market.
Mr Flanagan led an Abbot's Lea School Choir through hearty renditions of popular Christmas
carols, allowing the Christmas shoppers the opportunity to hear the nightingale tones of our
superstar singers. The event was organised by Liverpool City Council and offered a wonderful
opportunity for our students to experience the Christmas Market, in addition to singing and
performing to an unfamiliar crowd. The students were incredible and were given support by
the dedicated, and equally wonderful staff team.
The sporty exploits of the students in the Primary Department have continued this week. They
have braved the arctic temperatures and icy winds to participate in The Daily Mile. This is now
a wellestablished routine that the students look forward to each day. In addition, classes have
been showing their respect for one another and their team working skills in the Judo sessions,
delivered by the Judo Education team. Student's physical and social abilities have accelerated
as a result of their hard work, commitment and dedication to the Judo sessions. The students
have thrived.
Please, have a wonderful weekend and watch out for the snow.
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Secondary Department
Mr McVerry, Head of Secondary Department
E: anthony.mcverry@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

My week this week has been focused on employability and also our Careers Strategy. I
attended a Careers Forum with Ms Caddick, our Job Coach on Monday and this was an event
held by School Improvement Liverpool. It was a useful session and also helped reaffirm how
much work we have already done against the Gatesby Benchmarks, a set of guidelines that
schools must implement and adhere to by September 2020. The benchmarks that we will be
assessed against are;
1. A stable careers programme
2. Learning from career and labour market information
3. Addressing the needs of each pupil
4. Linking curriculum learning to careers
5. Encounters with employers and employees
6. Experiences of workplaces
7. Encounters with further and higher education
8. Personal guidance
As a school we are in a strong position and we are working towards all eight in a very strong
position indeed, yet we are not standing still, we are still progressing forward and looking for
further opportunities to develop this further and make our careers offer the strongest it possibly
can be in order to provide our students with an equal and if not better footing than their peers.
Whether they be in mainstream or a specialist setting, this should not matter and I am, as you
will know an advocate of celebrating our students’ abilities and I am bold enough to state that
I do not like the word disability, something I share with the students weekly. To put this into
context I use the analogy of a computer or an alarm, if you disable either then they no longer
work, something I find shocking to associate to a person. Our students are so talented and
have so many abilities, it is our jobs as educators and families to unlock the potential and allow
it to grow and flourish in a way that is productive and supportive.
Mrs Hildrey, Ms Caddick and I met with the SEND leads from The Department of Education
at AMEY. The aim of the meeting, which was highly productive, was to share our progress
and also gain a platform to share what we are doing and also look at how we can be a leading
influence on the employability and careers agenda. I am pleased to say that we have been
asked to provide a case study of our progress so far and also the direction that we are working
towards. We will also be supporting The Department of Education with talks and best practice
in the near future. The meeting was also to showcase our Supported Internships programme
at AMEY, something that they were blown away by especially seeing the interns and having
an open discussion with them about their progress and experiences from September. The
most amazing point of the meeting was when all three stated that they did not want to go back
to school at the end of the year as they felt that it was a backwards step, it just shows how
important this opportunity is and how beneficial it has been.
On Wednesday I attended the NHS Careers Fair, specifically designed for students with
Autism at the City of Liverpool College where Miss Grimshaw and I had the opportunity to
speak to Anna Kennedy OBE who leads a charity that supports young people and adults with
Autism get into work. It was inspiring to hear from her and network with colleagues from across
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the NHS and other educational establishments. It was well attended and a number of our
students who went down to explore the options with their families, it was great to see them
looking at the possibilities for the future.
In school, our staff and students have been busy preparing for our second festival of learning
next week. The work that is being displayed is so inspiring and is based around our theme this
term, Our World. Please do come down next week to see the work from across the school and
it is not too late to book a slot. Remember we have extended sessions on Tuesday and
Wednesday for each of the Key Stages if you wish to come down after work. I will be there
along with the Key Stage Leaders.
Thank you to the primary department for inviting me and the secondary students to your
inspiring Carol Concert rehearsal, it is an amazing event and all of our students enjoyed it.
Our classes have also been busy with their class trips, these are well deserved and all of the
students have enjoyed their chosen activities.
Finally, today was our Christmas Jumper day and it was brilliant to see the array of jumpers
on show throughout the day, thank you for taking part in this fun event.
Have a brilliant weekend and see you all next week for our last week of term!
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School Business Support Team
Mr Andrew Cocklin, Head of Finance and Operations
E: andrew.cocklin@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

There is the potential for adverse weather over the weekend, with snow forecast across parts
of the country. It may not come our way, but we will monitor it over the weekend and if the
likelihood increases, site staff will access the school site to ensure all essential areas are
gritted.
We will ensure we do whatever is required to avoid another school closure. We will keep
parents and carers updated through ParentMail and Social Media should the need arise.

Mrs Michelle Griffiths, Head of HR
E: michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Well done to all the students who performed in the Christmas Carol Assembly this morning, it
was a lovely event and everyone was amazing!
Thank you for my invite.
We are all definitely in the Christmas spirit now!
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Job Coach
Ms Claire Caddick, Job Coach
E: Claire.caddick@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

This week I have facilitated a visit with a student to a work experience employer who is
providing us with a placement in the New Year. This was a huge success. The student was
admittedly nervous to begin with but left feeling confident and assured and said “that ticks all
the boxes for me and I am excited to start work.”
The student’s initial anxieties about change are common with young people and adults alike
when faced with entering the labour market or starting a new job or school. Abbot’s Lea
understands and aims to look into some of these fears as students, parents and new
employees may have and provide advice and guidance. One solution we have is our
supported internship. Our intern coach, head of secondary and I are with the interns and the
intern’s parents every step of the way. This type of partnership ensures that anxieties and
fears are tackled productively so that our young people can begin work and become
professionally skilled and employable individuals.
On Wednesday we hosted a visit from the department of education who were interested in the
work we have done in AMEY and were extremely complimentary and asked for our advice
about how this could be replicated in other schools in the north. Our interns spoke confidently
to the visitors about their experiences on their placements and AMEY as the employer
positively fed back on how great the programme has been for them.
The interns also went to the City of Liverpool College to an NHS and higher education careers
fayre that was for young people with Autism. We spoke to lots of people and had a competition
of who could get the most freebies from the stands!
I also attended a meeting for employability leads in the city where we discussed how we were
all doing in regards to embedding the new governmental Gatsby Benchmarks which will guide
our employability curriculum within school and needs to be delivered by 2020. I can confidently
report that Abbots Lea are proactively working on these and seem ahead of the game. This is
a testament to our head teacher and senior leaders for placing such importance
on employability and life skills.

1 week countdown officially commences!
Have a great weekend
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Key Stage News and Updates
Early Years and Key Stage 1
Key Stage Leader: Miss O’Neill
Maria.O’Neill@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
This week we have been busy rehearsing for our fabulous concert on Friday. Everyone has
been very busy learning lines and lyrics for the carol service and everyone looks amazing
in their costumes.
Ireland Class
We have welcomed our new pupil Ethan this week. He came in and had a great time
decorating our tree, joining in with lunch time activities and making sparkly decorations. This
week we had lots of Christmas inspired activities. We counted Christmas objects, wrote
letters to Santa, read Christmas stories including the Nativity and painted festive pictures.
We decorated wrapping paper like in our story 'Dear Santa' we made snowmen collages and
designed Christmas jumpers. We hope everyone enjoys the concert on Friday, have a lovely
weekend!
Wales Class
This week has been a very exciting one with lots of Christmas activities to keep us very excited!
We walked to the post box on Monday to post our letters to Father Christmas and have made
lots of lovely things in class to take home to our lovely families. We read the story of The Jolly
Christmas Postman and we have also been learning The Christmas Story. We have been
working very hard all week to practice our songs for the Christmas concert and all our Little
Donkeys put on a fabulous show. Well done everybody!
.

Key Stage 2
Key Stage Leader: Mrs Lisa Walker
Lisa.Walker@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Thank you very much to Mr Flanagan and ALS Primary Choir - Lewis, Alfie, Imogen, Jamie,
Theo, Jack, Cyrus, Sonny, Marcus, Joshua and Leighton who all sang at the St. Georges Hall
Christmas Markets school carol singing event on Monday, you were amazing !! The event was
organised by Liverpool City Council Education liaison and what we were not aware of was that
any money dropped into our children's buckets came back to ALS! Very well done to our
wonderful choir who in 20 minutes raised £41 that will be spent on outdoor learning! Well done
and thank-you Mrs Walker 
USA Class
Class USA have been very busy this week learning about recent rocket launches to Mars and
enjoying our last session of judo. Huge thank you to the Team at Judo Education - we have
learnt a lot of valuable skills including, respect, team work and the importance of keeping fit.
Well done to all! Mrs Walker 
Spain Class
The students in Spain class have been very busy this week practising Christmas Carols for
their Christmas Nativity. Everyone looked fabulous in their shepherd costumes and sang
beautifully making us all very proud. The students have enjoyed celebrating the festival of
advent by making Christmas decorations and completing Christmas crafts. Well done
everyone for your hard work this week.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Italy Class
On Monday Italy class went to the Yellow Sub play area then McDonalds for lunch. Everybody
had a fantastic morning, all the pupils were so well behaved and followed the class rules
beautifully. Well done Italy class!. On Tuesday morning Miss Murdoch completed her Life skills
lessons. She looked at staying safe at home. Well done to all the pupils who recognised the
hazards. On Wednesday in RE we read the Christmas Story. We talked about the characters
from the story and sequenced pictures in the correct order. On Thursday we joined in a dress
rehearsal of our Christmas performance for the rest of the school. Italy class have taken on
the role of shepherds and sheep really well.
Peru Class
Another hectic week in Peru class! We’ve been very busy practising for the Christmas Carol
Assembly this week, learning the songs and rehearsing lines. The pupils have also enjoyed
lots of Christmas themed activities. In Maths we have continued our measurement work by
measuring lengths of tinsel. In English the pupils have worked hard writing letters to Father
Christmas and using adjectives to describe different Christmas themed pictures. We look
forward to seeing you at the Christmas Carol Assembly and hope you can also attend our
Festival of Learning on Monday too! – Peru Class team 
France Class
This week in France class we have enjoyed a class trip out to the Yellow Sub and McDonalds,
all the children had lots of fun and were excellent ambassadors to the school. The boys and
girls have also been practicing hard all week for their primary nativity and enjoying Christmas
activities.
Canada Class
This week we have completed our topic of Our World. The pupils all made a Native American
musical instrument. Canada class had a wonderful class trip out, the students were
wonderfully behaved! We also enjoyed our judo on Monday and our Christmas dinner.
Canada class have had a busy week rehearsing for the Christmas production, they have
worked really hard and are very excited to perform for everyone.
Portugal Class
We have had a great week in our class! We've been very busy practicing our Nativity that we
performed for the parents today - we had lots of fun being stars and angels! We have also
done lots of Christmas activities, such as making our own stockings and elves!
We are very excited to get even more Christmassy next week and have lots of exciting things
going on for the build up to Christmas!
Have a lovely weekend! 😊
Brazil Class
Brazil have been absolute super stars this week. They have been practicing their readings
and songs for our amazing Christmas Performance and all the hard work has certainly paid
off- Well done Brazil I am so proud of you all.
We have finished off final pieces for our Festival of Learning about Our World. We made a
class volcano and with vinegar, food colouring and bicarbonate of soda created our own
eruption. We enjoyed learning about the many volcanoes around North America and the Ring
of Fire.
We have started some Christmas maths games and puzzles and also some Christmas crafts
which we will finish off next week.
Have a lovely weekend!
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 3
Key Stage Leader: Mr Mason
Ryan.Mason@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
The penultimate week of Term 2 has seen the students in KS3 continue to work hard in their
lessons and enjoy their learning. This week has also had a real Christmassy feel to it with
classrooms being decorated to reflect the festive season and preparations for our Christmas
party underway. Our students also had the pleasure of watching the Christmas carol concert
hosted by the Primary department, it was a truly amazing experience and fantastic effort by
all involved! I'm sure all the students are looking forward to a well-earned Christmas holiday
which is not too far away, thank you for all your support.
Botswana Class
Botswana have had a fun packed week! We have enjoyed some Christmas activities such as
making Christmas cards and decorations. We are all looking forward to our Christmas trip on
Friday!
Madagascar Class
It has been a great week in Madagascar class this week. The students enjoyed our Christmas
class trip to see 'Wreck it Ralph 2 ' at the Cinema and then on to McDonalds. We have also
had fun learning about solids, liquids and gases in Science and making shortbread biscuits in
Food Technology.
Seychelles Class
This week we have looked at dragon bones in History and the pupils used Shang dynasty
oracle script to create their own version of dragon bones in clay. We have continued to explore
measuring length, perimeter and area in Maths. Some pupils have developed their ability to
convert between different units of length. In Science we are concluding our topic on Materials
by inventing creative quizzes for each other. On Wednesday we enjoyed a trip out into the
community to enhance our PSHE skills.
Mozambique Class
This week we have begun to make our own information texts and have researched a variety
of topics. We have made our own plans and will be writing an extended version next week.
We have made a lovely surprise for our parents which will be sent home soon! In History we
have studied famous people in Chinese History and in Geography we have compared China
and the UK. In Maths we have been looking at nets and how they can make 3D structures. In
Science we have been learning about different forms of energy and in particular renewable
and non renewable forms. In ICT we have made Christmas cards which we will print and send
home and on Thursday we had a fun day where we played a variety of games and had a party.
We are all looking forward to Christmas and have decorated our classroom.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 4
Key Stage Leader: Miss Dallas
Katie.Dallas@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Australia Class
We have been very creative in class Australia this week. We have made Christmas
decorations from around the world which will be on display during our festival of learning. We
also celebrated term two with a Christmas visit to the Cinema and Frankie and Benny's. It
was a perfect opportunity to socialise, relax and enjoy spending time in each other’s
company. We have continued to look at the nativity story this week in RE and students have
now completed their stained glass nativity scenes. We finished off the week with a KS 4 and
5 joint party which got both students and staff into the Christmas spirit!
Papua New Guinea Class
This week in PNG we have been designing our own desert islands using Gulliver's Travels as
inspiration. We have also been exploring Christmas Traditions around the world. The strangest
one we learned about was probably Krampus who originates from Germany and Austria! In
Maths we have been completing Christmas themed Maths puzzles. In Life Skills we wrote
speeches inspired by Martin Luther King. PNG were amazing at putting across their thoughts
about diversity.
It's been another busy week in Cuppa New Guinea with our Christmas Hot Chocolates being
a huge hit. All money made from hot chocolates will be donated to Alder Hey.
Have a lovely weekend everyone!
Christmas Island Class
This week in Christmas Island we have finished off our solar system, all the planets are painted
and look amazing! Well done!
The students have taken part in the Christmas colouring competition, they have all worked
really hard on their pictures and have their fingers crossed!!
We have all really enjoyed Christmas Jumper day today and the key stage Christmas party!
Christmas Island brought their homemade mince pies to the party which we made in food
tech!
Have a lovely weekend!
Samoa Class
Samoa thoroughly enjoyed the primary Christmas carol concert - thank you so much for
inviting us! 😊 We have been hard getting our work ready to display for The Festival of
Learning. We have made a 3D solar system, researched and produced typed up planet fact
files, and made beautiful galaxy paintings. We have designed our own aliens out of
watercolour and made some festive snowmen biscuits in food tech. We went to B & M on our
life skills trip and have all made quizzes on Kahoot for ICT. The pupils all presented their quiz
on the main board and we all had lots of fun joining in and answering the questions! Great
speaking, listening and communication skills. We are all looking forward to our Christmas
working towards trip next week.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 5
Key Stage Leader: Mr Davenport
Paul.davenport@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
New Zealand Class
This week has been a busy week for New Zealand Class with end of term assessments in
English and Maths. However we have also found time for work on what makes a good
relationship and friendships. We travelled to the gym on Thursday and had lunch on Edge
Lane for a change!
On Friday we joined with our Key Stage 4 chums for a Christmas Party. A great time was had
by all! We have also completed our script for a Christmas play, but due to time restrictions we
have not been able to rehearse it in time to put it on for Christmas. However, if we are able
we may be able to turn back time and put together a 'radio play' for public consumption. As
soon as we can, we shall get this play 'out there'.
Next week we look forward to seeing you at the Festival of Learning on Tuesday.
Odd Facts of the week
1) The last private resident of 10 Downing Street was a Mr Chicken.
2) In 2009, a retired policeman called Geraint Woolford was admitted to Abergale Hospital in
North Wales and ended up next to another retired policeman called Geraint Woolford. The
men weren’t related, had never met and were the only two people in the UK called Geraint
Woolford.
3) Human beings had been keeping sheep for 7,000 years before it occurred to anyone to use
their wool.
4) The last English woman tried for witchcraft was convicted in 1944.
Fiji Class
We started this week with a festive bake. Our Fiji Bakers made gingerbread biscuits! Some of
them were delicious and some were a little burnt... but it's all good as we learn from our
mistakes! Our Star Chef this week is Sophie King! She always tries her best and is a fantastic
cleaner! This week, Sophie measured all of her ingredients accurately and made lovely
gingerbread biscuits. Well done, Sophie!
On Tuesday we walked down to Calderstones Park where we practiced our road safety skills
and developed our awareness of the roads and surroundings. We also had a little play on the
swings because it was empty and we had a good time!
On Wednesday we continued reading Roald Dahl's "The Witches". We are enjoying reading
this book and using different accents to show the different characters. Dan, Tom and Oliver
all put on fantastic voices which made us all laugh! From Russian accents, to pirates to deep
dragon voices, they all had us in hysterics! 
On Thursday it was our Christmas Trip. We decided to go to the Trafford Centre so we could
visit a different place and develop our independent thinking. Some of us went bowling and
others went to the cinema. We all went round the shops and bought ourselves some early
Christmas presents and we won lots of tickets in the arcade! We had the best day, and whilst
we were practising using our money maths in real situations, using appropriate behaviour in
public places and speaking to appropriate strangers (shop assistants etc), we also had so
much fun and we all enjoyed ourselves!
A huge well done to our pupil of the week this week, Jay Wagner! Jay has worked hard
completing his work and has behaved sensibly all week. Well done Jay!
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Students of the Week – Week 14
Early Years and Key Stage One
Ireland

Charlie Butler

Wales

Reem Faza
Key Stage Two

Peru

Paul Traynor

Portugal

Archie Fletcher

USA

Jack Morrissey

Brazil

Isobella Carruthers

France

Jacob Bennett

Canada

Jack Byrne

Spain

Aiden Edgar

Italy

Conor Thompson
Key Stage Three

Madagascar

Kieran McGinn

Seychelles

Anthony Hammond

Cape Verde

Nathan Potter

Botswana

Joe Whinnett

Mozambique

Francis Watkinson

Malawi

Jack Smith

Kenya

Royle Mensah
Key Stage Four

Australia

Matthew Birnie

Papua New Guinea

Callum Stevenson

Samoa
Christmas Island

Mya Summerskill
Daniel Hurst
Key Stage five

New Zealand

Chantelle Nicklin-Harvey

Tasmania

Alex Firth

Fiji

Jay Wagner
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Week 14 in pictures

Page 18 of 30

Page 19 of 30

Page 20 of 30

Page 21 of 30

Page 22 of 30

Page 23 of 30

Page 24 of 30

Page 25 of 30

Page 26 of 30

Page 27 of 30

Head’s Key
Weekly
Newsletter
Diary Dates
Our academic year 2018-19 term dates are available on our website:
Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/ALS-Term-Dates-201819.pdf

Please note planned early finishes and closure dates, as known at present:
TERM 2:
Early finish on Thursday, 20 December 2018 at 1:30pm
Christmas Holiday: Friday 21 December 2018 to Friday 4 January 2019
Bank holidays:
Tuesday 25 December 2018 - Christmas Day
Wednesday 26 December 2018 – Boxing Bank Holiday
Tuesday, 1 January 2019 – New Year’s Day
TERM 3:
February Holiday: Monday 18 February 2019 to Friday 22 February 2019
TERM 4:
Early finish on Friday, 5 April 2019 at 1:30pm
Spring Holiday: Monday 8 April 2019 to Monday 22 April 2019
Bank holidays:
Friday, 19 April 2019 – Good Friday
Monday, 22 April 2019 – Easter Monday
TERM 5:
Bank holiday:
Monday, 6 May 2019 – Early Bank Holiday Monday
May Holiday: Monday 27 May 2019 to Friday 31 May 2019
TERM 6:
Staff training day: Friday 12 July 2019 – school closed to students
Staff training day: Monday 22 July – Wednesday 24 July 2019 – school closed to students
Summer Holiday: Thursday 25 July 2019
Bank holidays:
Monday 26 August 2019 – August Bank Holiday

Key Diary Dates for the remainder of the year can be found on our website,
under the EVENTS tab:
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/event

Head’s Weekly Newsletter
KEY DIARY DATES - TERM 2 - 39 days
WEEK NUMBER
15

W/C
Mon 17.12.18

Date
17.12

Event
 Term 2 - Festival of Learning & Parental Consultation
 Seeing is Believing for Governors
Tue
18.12
 Term 2 - Festival of Learning & Parental Consultation
Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
 Seeing is Believing for Governors
Wed
19.12
 Term 2 - Festival of Learning & Parental Consultation
 Seeing is Believing for Governors
Thurs
20.12.18
 END OF TERM 2@13:30
20.12.18

Comment

School closes at 13:30
Packed lunch provided

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY: Monday, 24 December 2018 to Friday, 4 January 2019
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