Head’s Weekly Newsletter
Issue 16, 11 January 2019

Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Dear Students, Families, Colleagues and Friends,
Welcome to the first school week of this calendar year and the sixteenth one of learning this
academic year - happy new year!!!
We started 2019 with a “bang” – we got back to work on Monday and have hit the ground
running with the learning- education at its best in every corner of the school. This includes
adult learning, too, with a range of staff’ training events in full swing this week. Brilliant!
We also welcomed two new students to Abbot’s Lea School this week – I wish you both many
very happy and successful experiences here with us and I look forward to seeing you thrive in
the coming days, weeks, months and years.
I extend our collective warm welcome to the new (and existing!) students’ families, too – we
hope to see you join us whenever you can this term for our weekly assemblies, the PTA Parent and Teacher Association - meetings (we call our PTA “FAB” for Friends of Abbot’s Lea)
and many other special events and celebrations – our Key Diary Dates are published each
week in this newsletter and updated regularly on our website.

I also wish to welcome our new staff who join Abbot’s Lea School this week – it’s great
to have you onboard: Mr Adeniran, Apprentice Caretaker and Ms Baddeley and Ms
Thompson who are both Teaching Assistants.
Lastly, we officially welcome two new Governors: Miss Powell and Mr North, who will join our
Governing Body meeting next week – thank you your commitment to volunteering for the
school.
That’s it for the “permanent” new arrivals, however, we also prepare to host a visit of Mr
Matthew Rooney, Ofsted Inspector, who will join us next week as part of a Join Ofsted and
CQC Inspection of Local Authority SEND provision in Liverpool. This week-long event will
involve a range of activities, including a couple of hours spent here at Abbot’s Lea, meeting
with school leaders, families and, most importantly – students themselves.
We strongly encourage all of our students and their families to take an active part in this crucial
inspection, sharing all the successes and making suggestions for the future – please see
communication sent to all families in this newsletter.
As ever, I start another year of my life – both personal and professional - with a strong sense
of duty, total optimism in the future and renewed determination to make our world a better
place! Happy New Year – it will be a great one; of that I am certain!
Kind regards
Mrs A. Hildrey
Headteacher

Noticeboard
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FAB
Annual General Meeting
Open invitation to all friends and family of Abbot's Lea School to join our
very first AGM at 10.30am on Friday 18 January 2019 in Abbot's Lea
House.
This will be a brilliant opportunity for us all to reflect on our first year and
shape the future of FAB for the amazing students of our school - new
families and friends will be made most welcome too.
We look forward to welcoming you!
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Care and Safeguarding
Ms Alison Twomey, Head of Care and Safeguarding
E: Alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Happy New Year!
Last year, my first article in January focused on my aims and wishes for the year ahead
including those dreaded ‘New Year’s Resolutions’. Whilst it is always good to approach life
with positivity and optimism, many of us know that the resolutions we set will be broken before
January is out. I fared a little better last year, reaching mid-June before my ‘3 weekly visits to
the gym’ imploded in a combination of injury, tiredness and a distinct lack of motivation. I never
returned. I could blame this on an injury which stubbornly failed to heal but, in truth, I lost
interest in the end.
Over the Christmas holiday I read so many articles in newspapers, magazines, twitter and
online websites all offering advice on how to start the New Year. Most started with phrases
such as ‘New Year, New You!’ and seemed to offer the prospect of a somehow ‘better’ and
thus ‘happier’ life. Dozens of articles about dieting, quitting/reducing alcohol, detoxing (never
needed if you have a functioning liver and kidneys), exercising and so on. All of these articles
were followed by more articles offering help to actually keep the resolutions, what to do when
motivation is lost, how to recover from a ‘setback’ or how to find the energy to still care about
your diet when it is March and you would kill for a slice of carrot cake! Honestly, I was
exhausted just reading them all.
It seems to me that this constant quest to be ‘better’ and ‘happier’ is much harder and less
satisfying than it should be. One of the final articles I came across was from a journalist so fed
up from year after year of failures he was now saying ‘no’ to any future resolutions. He likened
the pressure of making New Year’s resolutions to being a ‘Russian Doll’; that somehow he
had to keep peeling off the layers to expose a better person underneath. But, ultimately, he
knew that he never would be ‘good’ enough – there would always be more improvements to
make so the ‘peeling’ would have to continue as each New Year began.
I found myself identifying very strongly with this metaphor and realised that to create any New
Year’s resolutions of my own would actually be a betrayal of what I really want from the year
ahead – to be happy and healthy. This won’t be achieved from going to the gym a certain
number of times, ensuring that my weight remains between 2 arbitrary points or taking part in
dry January. Instead it will be achieved by recognising that we are not perfect and life is not
perfect. As long as we keep trying to do the ‘right’ things, we are living a good enough life.
Throughout the year there will be ups and downs but we should never be made to feel like
failures because not everything is ‘perfect’.
This year my simple aim is to achieve happiness by following our Golden Rules © instead of
making a resolution. I wholeheartedly advise you do the same too!
Be here. Every day…
Work hard and be nice
Never give up on yourself or others
Stay positive and be happy!
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Autism Research and Development
Ms Micah Grimshaw, Head of Autism Research and Development
E: micah.grimshaw@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Firstly, I would like to say Happy New Year to all staff, students and families at Abbot’s Lea
School. I hope everyone was able to enjoy the festive break.
This first week has been extremely busy in the Autism and Research department, as we
launched our new traded service offer for other services and have already begun to receive
interest from other schools seeking Autism specific training for their staff.
If you have children that attend schools in the local area, please share with them our website
where we will advertise our outreach support offer and any Autism related training:
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/services/. We are also currently developing social media
pages for both Facebook and Twitter.
The profits from our traded service offer will be entirely reinvested into our children’s education
by improving our resources, infrastructure, staff expertise and our growing research and
development programme.
We will also soon see the launch of our new Research and Development strategy. This
strategy will focus on how the school will achieve the vision of becoming an International
Centre of Excellent for Autism Education, Research and Development, how we will work in
collaboration with others to share knowledge and latest research to drive evidence-led practice
and how we will include the voices of families and others in the future to set the research
agenda.
I am pleased to have received interest from both students and staff to become greater involved
in the research and development function of the school and I am now looking for family
members to join what will become a research focus group.
The aim of a research focus group is to focus on key priority areas for families and students.
The group will meet 3 days a year and work together to create new and effective methods of
working and strengthen Abbot’s Lea School’s provision and its external reputation.
If this is something that is of interest to you and you would like to receive a role description for
the group, please email me: micah.grimshaw@abbotsleaschool.co.uk. We will also be looking
to gain support from local academics and a partnering school.
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Primary Department
Mr Scott-Scarth, Head of Primary Department
E: dean.scott-scarth@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

This week has been a welcome back to all of our students and staff of the Primary
Department.
The New Year got off to a swift start in Ireland Class with students enjoying outdoor
spaces, visiting the local community in the minibus and exploring the new play equipment in
the EYFS/ Key Stage One Play area.
Wales Class have been engaging in an exotic mix of letter formation and Rice Krispie Cakes.
Following our Phonics scheme, the students in Wales Class have been making "Monster
Words", to develop their language, spelling and vocabulary. In Food Technology the students
were getting creative, blending different ingredients to make delicious cakes.
Key Stage Two continued with the theme of enjoying outdoor spaces, Canada Class visiting
Lee Park Golf Club to tee off on the driving range. This initiative has enhanced our students
sporting engagement and increased their access to the local community.
Brazil Class took part in Judo lessons this week. Working as a team to develop their
communication and interaction skills has been a wonderful opportunity, sharing ideas and
participating in a sport that would not usually be offered and requires a great deal of discipline,
tenacity and perseverance.
The department have begun to study the Ancient Greeks. All around the classrooms this week
there have been stories of Trojan Horses, lessons about Horiatiki (traditional Greek salad) and
myths and legends.
Next week is a busy week in school. As part of the Local Area OFSTED Inspection Abbot's
Lea School will be visited to offer information about our close working ties with the Local
Authority and it's various partner organisations. This visit will occur on Wednesday 16th
January.
Have a great weekend and Happy New Year and best wishes to you all
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Secondary Department
Mr McVerry, Head of Secondary Department
E: anthony.mcverry@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Firstly, welcome back and I hope that everyone had a restful break and enjoyed time with their families
and friends. This week we launched our theme of 'Our Past' and it was great to see the diversity of the
topics that have been taught across the school, from the Vikings to WW2. It just goes to show how deep
our curriculum is and how much learning takes place.
This week we started our swimming programme in conjunction with Halewood Leisure Centre, the first
two groups to attend were classes Christmas Island and Papua New Guinea in Key Stage 4. Every
child in Key Stages 1 to 4 will have the opportunity to spend two weeks swimming, learning what can
only be described as an essential life skill.
We have also been busy exploring new avenues for our employability agenda and I am pleased to say
that Ms Caddick has made major inroads with numerous employers this week and all of the meetings
have led to an agreement to support the school even further with what we are currently doing and what
we are planning for the future. Thank you already to those parents who have expressed an interest in
the Supported Internships project, we will be holding individual and group meetings in the coming
weeks.
Key to this success is also providing our students with meaningful work experience that matches their
career aspirations, we are developing a programme that allows all students from year 9 onwards to
spend time at an employer of choice, learning within a field that they are interested in and will enjoy or
support them in discounting it as a career in the future. We have already secured a successful
placement for one of our current Key Stage 5 students who is now spending one day a week within a
warehousing environment, something he is thoroughly enjoying.
This term we have a lot going on and I just wanted to point out a few of the events that will be taking
place across the department;






Our Wheels Extreme Leadership Development project starts with Bankview High School this
term and we will be sending a group of year 8 and 9 students to work with athlete mentors,
Jenna Downing and Neil Danns on this. The project ends with a visit to Rampworx later in the
term.
We have made links with both The University of Liverpool and Liverpool John Moore's
Universities and their Widening Participation teams. We have arranged visit days on campus
for our KS3, 4 and 5 students and these will begin in February.
We will be launching our Supported Internship programme for the 2019/20 year and we will
identify students who wish to undertake and internship and match them to a suitable employers
All of the secondary department teaching staff will be trained in Numicon by the end of the
month and this will allow us to have a whole school approach to mathematics that is both
engaging and consistent

We will of course update you weekly with other projects, but I hope that this give you a flavour of things
to come this term.
Have a wonderful first weekend of the term!
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School Business Support Team
Mrs Michelle Griffiths, Head of HR
E: michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Happy New Year to everyone and welcome back to all our staff and students.
This week we are also joined by three student nurse placements who are here on an
observation placement. Welcome to Lewis Stones, Laura Albertina and Kelsie McLuskey
Finally welcome to Lewis Doyle who is a PGDE Secondary student joining Australia class for
placement.
This week we hosted Partners Credit Union at school. Partners are a Member owned, financial
co-operative which provides financial services only to its members (who are also the owners
of the business). Basically a Credit Union takes deposits (savings) from its members and then
lends that money (loans) out to other members. The interest charged on those loans then
provides for a return on the savings.
Credit Unions exist for the economic empowerment of their members. They encourage
savings, provide financial education and affordable loans, all the while circulating the money
within its membership community - i.e. the money and profits stay within the membership and
don’t go to external shareholders
Many staff signed to take advantage of their great savings and loan rates.
Finally I would like to thank our students and staff in Key Stages 4 and 5 who have been very
patient and understanding this week while we worked to get an issue with the heating in their
building fixed.
I hope you all have a great weekend.
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Job Coach
Ms Claire Caddick, Job Coach
E: Claire.caddick@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Incredibly busy first week back after our wonderful Christmas break.
This week I have spent the majority of my time on Employer engagement.
I have had some very exciting initial meetings with a large boutique hotel in the city centre who
have agreed 2 places for the supported internships in September. They would like to place
and train up to 2 students as Chef’s with accredited professional qualifications who will work
over the hotel and on special events and functions. They also potentially have a placement for
a site maintenance intern who will also receive internal training and qualifications as well some
amazing staff related incentives.
I have met with another third sector employer who has a placement opportunity in storage
and transport and also in data processing. I have a few more meetings over the next week to
try and secure some additional placements but so far we seem to have a good variety of
sectors and supportive employers to begin working with before we launch our placements in
September.
I have also been busy phoning up parents and careers of our school leavers and had some
great conversations about what the young people are doing since leaving Abbot’s Lea School.
All of the information I have received from you is part of a consultation and research piece I
am working on to feed into our employability strategy and to help shape our careers and
guidance offer to students.
Over the next 2 weeks myself and our supported intern coach Pam Sumner aim to meet with
all KS5 students for an initial chat about their intended destinations for September 2019. It will
also be a good opportunity to speak to them about their interests and passions and what their
thoughts are about their future careers and/or studies.
January is going to be a very busy month for the careers and guidance department at Abbot’s
Lea as we start to finalise plans for September and begin working with employers to shape
the intern programme and curriculum.
Have a great weekend.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Early Years and Key Stage 1
Key Stage Leader: Miss O’Neill
Maria.O’Neill@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
We were very excited to welcome everyone back this week after the break. Everyone was
excited to tell us all about their Christmas and New Year celebrations. We started our exciting
new topic on 'Our Past' where we will be learning all about The Great Fire of London.
Ireland Class
We remembered where we live and discovered a new place called London. We learnt that the
fire was in London and it started in a bakery. We have turned our role play area into the Bakery
on Pudding Lane and have added some 'Fireman Sam' small world buildings and figures to
our area as well. We have been ordering fire numbers from 1-10 and learning prepositions,
we all went 'under our chairs' and found it really funny! We have been getting creative and
made some lovely fire landscapes and backgrounds using paint and tissue. Everyone was
excited by our new giant investigation trays for our outside area, we filled one with sand and
put our diggers in to make a construction site.
Have a lovely weekend.
Wales Class
What a great start to 2019 in Wales class! We have started our new theme of 'Our Past' by
looking at how London has changed since the 17th Century when the Great Fire of London
broke out. We looked at building, transport and clothing. In English we have been learning
about amazing alliteration and all made our own silly sentences about an animal. We have
also started learning letter rhymes to help us with letter formation. We have brand new, very
special letter formation books which we know we need to take very good care inside when we
write our letters. In maths we have been learning new shape vocabulary such as straight,
curved, sides and corners. In Science we made rice crispy cakes to help us learn about heating
and melting. It was the most tasty science lesson in History! We also celebrated Kaiden's 7th
birthday. Have a lovely weekend everybody.

Key Stage 2
Key Stage Leader: Mrs Lisa Walker
Lisa.Walker@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Huge welcome back to all of our fabulous students! We have had a brilliant week as we have
started our new topic ... ‘Our Past’ Ancient Greece! We are all ready to learn about the life of
the Ancient Greeks and their achievements and influence on the western world. During week
commencing 11 February we look forward to sharing what we have learnt throughout the
term with you during our regular Termly Festival of Learning Event….Mrs Walker
France Class
France class this week have been getting back in to the routine after a lovely Christmas break.
We have enjoyed looking at 2D shapes and completing different activities around this. In PE
we started looking at how we can play tennis and trying to control the ball using a tennis bat.
We have also enjoyed starting our new topic Our World in which we are looking at Ancient
Greece. We started this topic by researching facts about what life was like in Ancient
Greece. On Tuesday it was Mrs Orme's birthday so we enjoyed making her a card and singing
happy birthday. On Thursday afternoon we all enjoyed taking part in yoga, it made us all calm
and relaxed and ready to learn. We have had a great first week back.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Spain Class
The students have had a good first week back in school after their Christmas break. They
have enjoyed learning about Ancient Greece and have explored countries occupied by the
Greek Empire, made mosaics and identified famous landmarks from Ancient Greece. The
students have enjoyed listening to and learning about the Greek Legend of the Trojan horse.
Next week we will be learning about the Minotaur and building replica models of landmarks
from Ancient Greece! Well done, Spain class.
USA Class
Brilliant start to 2019 as we have studied the location of modern day Greece, made and tasted
Greek food, completed a time line of Ancient Greece (not as easy as you may think when you
are spanning 2400 years!) and studied the legend of The Trojan Horse! In Maths we have
begun to advance our knowledge in the measure of time and in Science are looking at growth
and change in Plant Life. Busy! Busy! Busy! Well done boys!! Mrs Walker 
Canada Class
Canada class have had a great start back after the Christmas break. We have welcomed
William and Thomas into our class and they have had a fantastic first week. We have started
our new topic on Ancient Greece and looked at where Greece is in the world. We read the
story of the wooden horse and learnt about the Trojan War. The students enjoyed this and
started to build their own modern horses in design and technology. In Maths we have started
our topic of shapes and been searching for shapes around our classroom. We have had our
first sessions at golf for our PE lesson this term and the students were brilliant. Well done
Canada class.
Italy Class
Happy New Year and welcome back to Italy class! We all hope you had a lovely Christmas.
On Monday the pupils shared their news from the holidays and all took turns telling each other
what they got for Christmas. Father Christmas was definitely busy in Liverpool on Christmas
Eve. In Maths this week we have been learning to read and write numbers in numerals and
words. The class enjoyed playing the game, guess the number. In Science our new topic this
term is Life Processes and Living Things. We found out about MRS GREN and what life
processes we use every day to stay alive. In RE we have been looking at religious symbols.
We also looked at what symbols we know and see all the time in our everyday life. On Tuesday
we started our new theme for this half term Our Past. We introduced Ancient Greece to the
pupils and looked at the atlases to find where Greece is located. As a class we looked at
pictures of what the Greeks looked like and what life was like in the past. On Wednesday
afternoon we went on the minibus to Garston Park. Each pupil got rewarded with a class Dojo
point for sharing the equipment sensibly. Well done Class Italy for a great first week back at
school.
Brazil Class
Welcome back Class Brazil and Happy New Year!
We have had a busy start this week with our new topic Our World (Ancient Greeks). It has
been the focus of a lot of lessons from English retelling the story of The Trojan Horse and
starting to make our own model. We acted out the story using "freeze frame" to strike a pose
as a character. We have used ICT to find the answers to questions about our new topic and
in Food Tech we made a delicious healthy Greek salad; brilliant tasting, smelling and handling
lots of different ingredients. In Science we conducted Archimedes experiment on buoyancy
and made close observations of water levels ...EUREKA!
Our PE focus this half term is Judo which was great fun and great exercise too.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Peru Class
We’ve had a very busy first week back this New Year! In Food Technology the pupils have
enjoyed tasting Greek food for our new Ancient Greece topic. In Maths we have started our
new geometry topic by recognising everyday 2D shapes in the classroom. For our Science
lesson this week the pupils have learned the importance of keeping clean with a practical
lesson about spreading germs. We hope you all had a lovely Christmas and a Happy New
Year! – Peru class team 
Portugal Class
It’s been a great first week back in Class Portugal! We have welcomed our new teaching
assistant, Miss Thompson. The children have loved teaching her about them and welcoming
her into our team!
We have started our topic of the Ancient Greeks which has been very interesting! The children
loved the story of The Trojan Horse.
We have also been learning about 2D shapes which the children are experts on.
Have a fun and restful weekend!

Key Stage 3
Key Stage Leader: Mr Mason
Ryan.Mason@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
We have had a great first week back after the Christmas break in Key Stage Three. The
students have immersed themselves in our latest theme ‘Our Past’ and completed some
excellent work already! The students have also behaved excellently and are looking forward
to the remainder of the school term with lots of exciting opportunities to look forward to!
Botswana Class
A good first week back for class Botswana. This week we have begun reading the book 'Holes'
and working on some comprehension questions. In Maths we have looked at representing and
interpreting data. Our theme this term is Great Britain and we have started looking at famous
British icons and landmarks!
Madagascar Class
Welcome back to everyone and a happy new year. It has been a great first week back for
Class Madagascar. In Maths we have been looking at fractions and in Science we have carried
out an investigation into states of matter using ice cubes. On Wednesday we enjoyed a visit
into our local community visiting Hale Park. This was the first of a number of community visits
we are planning this half term as we look at using money in life skills.
Mozambique Class
What a great first week back. We have worked hard and have learnt lots. We have started a
new theme around medieval times and have been learning about The Canterbury tales in
Literacy by Chaucer and have already studied The Knights Tale and The Squires Tale. In
History we have been learning about society and life in medieval times and have learnt about
life as a Knight. We have looked at the location and types of castles in Britain and have studied
reasons why they were positioned in certain locations. In RE we have looked at the religion of
Islam and how the crusades influenced the Muslim world. We have also learnt about the 5
pillars of Islam. In Art we have studied and made illuminated letters similar to those found in
medieval manuscripts and in ICT we have used scratch to learn how to code. We have also
used ICT to design a castle using a program. In Music we are learning to use our voices and
we are becoming more confident.
Page 15 of 32

Key Stage News and Updates
Cape Verde Class
A busy but fun week. There has been some tricky graph work in Maths with the staff being very
pleased with the pupils' persistence to keep trying when they found things difficult. There has
been more Maths in our Science, investigating densities of different materials. Food tech was
a resounding success with mini pitta bread pizzas being quickly created and consumed.
Malawi Class
Malawi have kicked off the new term with a new class book for English; The Lion and the
Unicorn. We have been learning about evacuees during WW2 and writing about how the
evacuees might have felt at the time, taking into account capital letters, full stops and
conjunctions.
Staying with a similar theme, we have been learning about the countries involved in WW2 in
Geography and watching Goodnight, Mister Tom alongside History to learn about the lives of
people during the war.
We've gone to the other side in Maths too; we've started counting backwards and forwards in
2s, 3s and 5s through 0. Getting used to negative numbers has been very positive for our
class!
In Science, we have been learning about different forces, such as gravity, up thrust and air
resistance. We decided the only way to REALLY learn about this, was to make our own paper
planes and test them out ourselves!
Kenya Class
Fantastic first week back for class Kenya and we have made a start on our new theme - Our
past, World War II. In Art we have started to look at the artist 'Henry Moore' as he used what
he saw during the blitz as inspiration for his work. In History, we had some discussions about
what we already know about WWII and what we would like to find out. In Geography, we
looked at countries involved in the war and distinguished them into 'Allies' and 'Axis'. In P.E
we have started learning to play cricket and in Food Tech, we have attempted to make some
food using 'rationed goods'. Please note that Kenya class will be going swimming from
Tuesday 22nd January - Thursday 24th January daily.

Key Stage 4
Key Stage Leader: Miss Dallas
Katie.Dallas@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Australia Class
Class Australia have had a very productive first week back after the Christmas break.
We have continued with our text 'Kensuke's Kingdom' which will be the focus of this terms
Festival of Learning. We have looked at the use of similes within the text and then thought of
our own to use in sentences. In Math's we are working with decimals, both ordering and
rounding. In our RE lesson we looked at 'World Religion Day' which takes place on 20th
January 2019, the students were able to recognize that religions all over the world are linked
together by peace and love and that this is something that we all should celebrate.
Papua New Guinea Class
This week Papua New Guinea have been eased back into the new term with a two week
swimming slot. Everybody has done really well learning new skills, including some basic
lifesaving. In Literacy we have started 'Of Mice and Men' which led to some amazing
watercolour artwork, depicting the American landscape as seen through the eyes of Lenny
and George. Congratulations to Arrianne who was our pupil of the week this week.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Christmas Island Class
This week has been a productive week to welcome us back to school. We have started our
swimming lessons and all students have enjoyed this so far. This will continue next week. We
have started an exciting art project looking at ancient Egyptian hieroglyphics. This week we
also welcome Mr Doyle, a student teacher from JMU. He will be teaching our class history
throughout the next few weeks were they will be covering the history of Liverpool. We hope
everyone enjoyed their Christmas and have a happy New Year.
Samoa Class
What a fabulous first week in Samoa! We started looking at Our Past this week. Samoa really
showed off their excellent vocabulary and used similes and adjectives to describe their families
and created some excellent comic strips about their Christmas breaks in English. In Maths
Samoa learned how to analyse data and how to read bar charts and in Science we looked at
fuel and where it comes from. We welcomed a new student teacher who helped us make pitta
pizza in Food Technology and play quick cricket in PE. We were very happy to have achieved
98% attendance in our first week and would like to congratulate Lewis Panagopoulos on
winning Pupil of the Week!

Key Stage 5
Key Stage Leader: Mr Davenport
Paul.davenport@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Tasmania Class
Welcome back and we hope that everyone enjoyed their Christmas break and had a fabulous
new year.
What a fantastic first week back starting with a walk to our local Tesco, shopping for our
ingredients to make pizza including the base. We all thoroughly enjoyed making the pizza and
deciding what topping we would like to put on it. Tasting the pizza was even better.
During English this week we have been learning punctuation in direct speech and practicing
on worksheets. We have also completed our Star maths and reading exercise and worked
extremely hard on this.
We have also been looking at Horticultural studies, learning about pollination and how different
animals can pollinate, helping the plants to reproduce and produce seeds. We also looked at
the different names of part of the plant and the function of them.
Fiji Class
A great start to this new term! Our Fiji chefs came back on Monday and went straight back
into the swing of things by making a delicious chicken pie! Cooking the chicken, chopping the
veg, making the gravy, rolling out the pastry, and using the ovens, our Fiji chefs worked
fantastically and their skills and confidence are definitely improving each week!! A special
mention goes to our chef of the week, Jay Wagner, who used the ovens safely wearing oven
gloves and helped another pupil using the oven too. Well done to Jay!
On Tuesday we had a walk to Tesco to get our snack stuff. We thought about road safety and
what we need to be aware of when crossing main roads. We are getting more confident being
out and about! We also went back to the gym this week and we’ve set ourselves achievable
targets for this term that we are all going to work towards.
We’ve continued reading The Witches by Roald Dahl in English and we are all enjoying
listening to Dan, Oliver and Tom use different voices when different characters speak in the
book! Well done!
A special mention goes to Tom Whitehead who is our pupil of the week this week! He had his
first independent travel training session where he got the public bus home from school. Well
done Tom!
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Key Stage News and Updates
New Zealand Class
We have had a great start to the year! We have been looking at the real life 'Game of Thrones'
that occurred in England by examining The Plantagents as part of our 'Our Past' theme for
the term. Students have been learning about the in family fighting of Henry II and Eleanor of
Aquitaine, along with the death of Thomas Beckett and what a 'Hairshirt' is!!
Aside from the gore and medieval battles, we have carried on reading David Walliams @The
Midnight Gang'. Students have carried comprehension activities after reading Chapter 7,
though some may have cheated if they watched the TV adaptation on at Christmas!
We have re-established our 'Spuddies' Baked potato enterprise and students have been for
their first trip to the gym of 2019! Work off those mince pies New Zealand class!!
Odd Facts of the week
1) The word cubicle used to describe a small workplace does not come from the word 'Cube'
which is often their shape. Cubicle actually comes from the Latin word 'cubiculum' which
means "bedroom," and refers to a small space!
2) Paradox time! Here’s a simple version of Schrodingers Cat Paradox: Every time you look
at something (a chair, for instance), you get a definite answer as to its state. (It is there.) When
you turn your head, you can only get probable chances of whether it is still there or not. Yes,
it’s safe to say that the chair didn’t get up and walk away. But without observation, you’ll never
really know. So, at what point can the things we observe be certain to exist (or exist in the
state we observe them)? So if a tree falls in a wood and no-one is around to see it fall, did it
really fall? How would we know unless we actually saw it? And therefore until we saw the tree,
did we even know it existed?
3) The fear of long words is called 'hippopotomonstrosesquippedaliophobia'.
4) The Cookie Monster from Sesame Street is actually called Sid.
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Students of the Week – Week 16
Early Years and Key Stage One
Ireland

Bobby Johnson

Wales

Jack Patton
Key Stage Two

Peru

Nathanael Dudek

Portugal

Tyrone Dagostine

USA

Alex Maxwell

Brazil

Isobella Carruthers

France

Jack Thompson

Canada

Thomas McGuinness & William Tyman

Spain

JoJo Campbell

Italy

Noah Lowe
Key Stage Three

Madagascar

Jack Evans

Seychelles

Rhys Clarke

Cape Verde

Joshua Irvine

Botswana

Alfie Jones

Mozambique

Lewis Byrne

Malawi

Max Rutkowski

Kenya

Karim Smith
Key Stage Four

Australia

Nathan Brown

Papua New Guinea

Callum Stevenson

Samoa

Lewis Panagopoulos

Christmas Island

Luke Maguire
Key Stage Five

New Zealand

George Weston

Tasmania

Hao Zhen

Fiji

Thomas Whitehead
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Week 16 in pictures
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Week 15
in pictures
16
2019-20
Academic
Year
Term 1
Staff training day:

Monday, 2 September 2019 – school closed to students

Students arrive on:

Tuesday, 3 September 2019

Term ends on:

Friday 25 October 2019

October Holiday:

Monday 28 October 2017 to Friday 1 November 2019

Term 2
Term starts on:

Monday 4 November 2019

Term ends on:

Friday 20 December 2019 - finishing at 1:30pm

Christmas Holiday:

Monday 23 December 2019 to Friday 3 January 2020

Term 3
Staff training day:

Monday 6 January 2020 – school closed to students

Students arrive on:

Tuesday 7 January 2020

Term ends on:

Friday 14 February 2020

February Holiday:

Monday 17 February 2020 to Friday 21 February 2020

Term 4
Term starts on:

Monday 24 February 2020

Term ends on:

Friday 3 April 2020 – finishing at 1:30pm

Spring Holiday:

Monday 6 April 2020 to Friday 17 April 2020

Bank holidays:

Friday, 10 April 2020 – Good Friday and Monday, 13 April 2020 – Easter Monday

Term 5
Staff training day:

Monday 20 April 2020 – school closed to students

Students arrive on:

Tuesday 21 April 2020

Bank holiday:

4 May 2020 – Early Bank Holiday Monday

Term ends on:

Friday 22 May 2020

May Holiday:

Monday 25 May 2020 (Bank Holiday) to Friday 29 May 2020

Term 6
Term starts on:

Monday 1 June 2020

Official leaving date:

Friday 26 June 2019* *Friday 26 June 2020 is an official leaving date for the
students in Year 11 as well as those in Key Stage Five who are finishing their
education at ALS that summer.

Staff Transition INSET:

Friday 10 July 2020 – school closed to students

Transition Week:

Monday 13 July-Friday 17 July 2020**

Students’ last day:

Friday 17 July 2020 – finishing at 1:30pm

Staff training day:

Monday 20 July – school closed to students

Term ends on:

Monday 20 July 2020

** Transition Week is a period of time during which the students will be taught in their next year’s classes
– this is to support smooth transition into ALS, into a new Department, Key Stage or a new class.
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Key Diary Dates
Our academic year 2018-19 term dates are available on our website:
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/ALS-Term-Dates-201819.pdf

Please note planned early finishes and closure dates, as known at present:
TERM 3:
February Holiday: Monday 18 February 2019 to Friday 22 February 2019
TERM 4:
Early finish on Friday, 5 April 2019 at 1:30pm
Spring Holiday: Monday 8 April 2019 to Monday 22 April 2019
Bank holidays:
Friday, 19 April 2019 – Good Friday
Monday, 22 April 2019 – Easter Monday
TERM 5:
Bank holiday:
Monday, 6 May 2019 – Early Bank Holiday Monday
May Holiday: Monday 27 May 2019 to Friday 31 May 2019
TERM 6:
Staff training day: Friday 12 July 2019 – school closed to students
Staff training day: Monday 22 July – Wednesday 24 July 2019 – school closed to students
Summer Holiday: Thursday 25 July 2019
Bank holidays:
Monday 26 August 2019 – August Bank Holiday

Key Diary Dates for the remainder of the year can be found on our website,
under the EVENTS tab:
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/event

Next academic year, 2019-20 is also now planned, with the specific term dates
available for you to view on our website:
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/2019-20-termdates.pdf
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Head’s Weekly Newsletter

TERM 3 - 30 days
WEEK NUMBER

W/C

Date

Event

Comment

17

Mon 14.1.19

14.1.19



Star Reading and Star Maths tests

Tue

15.1



09:30-12:00 Dance Movement Therapy

Wed
16.1
 Governing Body meeting
Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Thurs
17.1
 13:30-14:30 Dance Movement Therapy
Fri

18.1



Departmental Assemblies
9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department
10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department

18



9:30-11:00Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning



09:00 – Year 8 and Year 9 Girls HPV Vaccination

Mon 21.1.19

21.1



Book scrutiny

Tue

22.1



09:30-12:00 Dance Movement Therapy



15:30-16:30 Medicash Visit - talk in School Hall for all Staff



Live Music Now -All school 2 concerts (Primary and Secondary)



12:00-15:00 – Educational Psychology Staff Clinic



09:00-12:00 - Staff SALT Consultation Clinics



Deputy Mayor visiting Abbot’s Lea School

Wed

16:30-18:30

Assemblies and Coffee Morning
are open to families. Parking is
available on site on a “firstcome-first-served basis” only. No
photography permitted.

23.1

Thur

24.1



13:30-14:30 Dance Movement Therapy

Fri

25.1



Departmental Assemblies
9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department
10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department



9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning

Assemblies and Coffee Morning
are open to families. Parking is
available on site on a “firstcome-first-served basis” only. No
photography permitted.

19

Mon 28.1.19

28.1.19

Tue

29.1



Moderation Day



09:30-12:00 Dance Movement Therapy

Wed

30.1

Thur

31.1



13:30-14:30 Dance Movement Therapy

Fri

1.2



Departmental Assemblies
9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department
10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department

20

Mon 4.2.19

4.2.19

Tue

5.2

Wed

Thur
Fri

6.2

7.2
8.2



9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning



Chinese New Year – Lion Dancers.



Visit Liverpool John Moores University – Yr 12 and 13



Safer Internet Day



09:30-12:00 Dance Movement Therapy



Primary Term 3 CED : Greek Workshop Conference Room



09:00-12:00 - Staff SALT Consultation Clinics



10:30-11:15 - Lions Dancers to celebrate Year of the Pig



Extended Twilight Session – social communication



13:30-14:30 Dance Movement Therapy



Departmental Assemblies
9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department
10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department



9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning

Assemblies and Coffee Morning
are open to families. Parking is
available on site on a “firstcome-first-served basis” only. No
photography permitted.

Assemblies and Coffee Morning
are open to families. Parking is
available on site on a “firstcome-first-served basis” only. No
photography permitted.
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21

Mon 11.2.19

11.2.2019

Tue

12.2

Wed

13.2

Thur

14.2

Fri

15.2

Fri

15.2.19



Term 3 – Festival of Learning and Invite A Loved One to Lunch



Seeing is Believing for Governors



Mandela Family to visit Liverpool to start a tribute to the Freeman of the
City













Term 3 – Festival of Learning and Invite A Loved One to Lunch
Seeing is Believing for Governors
09:30-12:00 Dance Movement Therapy
Term 3 – Festival of Learning and Invite A Loved One to Lunch
Seeing is Believing for Governors
Term 3 – Festival of Learning and Invite A Loved One to Lunch
Seeing is Believing for Governors
12:00-15:00 – Educational Psychology Staff Clinic
13:30-14:30 Dance Movement Therapy
Term 3 – Festival of Learning and Invite A Loved One to Lunch
Seeing is Believing for Governors



Departmental Assemblies
9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department
10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department



9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning



END OF TERM 3@15:15

Assemblies and Coffee Morning
are open to families. Parking is
available on site on a “firstcome-first-served basis” only. No
photography permitted.

FEBRUARY HOLIDAY: Monday, 18 February 2019 to Friday, 22 February 2019
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