Head’s Weekly Newsletter
Issue 18, 25 January 2019

Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Dear Students, Families, Colleagues and Friends
Welcome to today’s newsletter!
This week I write this foreword from the unusual comfort of a hotel room! Every year, for the
past four, I have joined my fellow headteachers of the other eleven special schools in Liverpool
for an annual conference addressing the latest priorities, trends and educational news.
It is always wonderful to learn together and take the time to reflect, re-focus, refine existing
partnerships and re-launch joint working for the New Year – I love it! The most joyful part of
such shared learning is the “togetherness”, cohesion and consistency in working as one for
the benefit of all children and young people with specialist support needs across the city.
It was important that we were joined by Heather Duggan, our Chief Education Officer at
Liverpool City Council. Ms Duggan was appointed in October to support Steve Reddy, Director
of Children’s Services, in the strategic leadership if education. We also received a brilliantly
inspiring training from our very own Miss Grimshaw on “Women and Girls with Autism” – thank
you!
Last Autumns SEND Strategy and last week’s SEND Inspection were on all of our minds and,
whilst we do not yet have any findings from the latter, we were united in our views of the need
to work even harder and even more collectively to meet the needs of most vulnerable children
and young people in the city. Education – Health and Social Care must work as one!
There is, in fact, a renewed sense of urgency amongst the school leaders – and this is music
to my ears (as you know, I am always “in a hurry” to change the world!) – to talk less and do
more. My kind of transformation! When young lives are at stake, it is all about making the right
(often courageous) decisions to do more, do better and aim higher. It just makes sense and it
works.
Just look at our students: not only do they attend well (though we can do better!), they engaged
fully (and we support those who struggle at times) and they learn through amazingly fun
curriculum (occasional grumpiness is unavoidable, I guess), but also – they exceed all
expectations and progress to win against all odds and against tough competition.
Today – my congratulations go to our Key Stage Four and Key Stage Five students who won
a national Digital Day 2018 Award, overtaking many other teams in the country! AWESOME!
No excuses = no limits!
I wish you a very nice weekend and look forward to seeing you all next week!
Kind regards
Mrs A. Hildrey
Headteacher

CELEBRATIONS!!!

The FA Challenge
Winner: Westminster Academy (AmazeRealise)
Highly Commended:
Bournemouth School for Girls (Redweb)
Caldervale High (Hot Tin Roof)
Special Mention:
Childwall Church Of England Primary School (Igoo)
Shortlist:
Abbot's Lea School (Think_Live), Nottingham Girls' High School ((Hallam Internet), St
Helens College 14 - 16 Academy (Angel Solutions), The King's School, Dunbar Grammar
School (Mackerel Media Ltd), The Burgess Hill Academy (Tommy), Oxted School (TH_NK),
Cardiff High School (Spindogs), William Morris Sixth Form (Twelve AM)

Vodafone Challenge
Winner: Abbot's Lea School (Think_Live)
Highly Commended:
Bournemouth School for Girls (Redweb)
Largs Academy (The Scotsman)
The King's School
Shortlist:
Woodford County High School for Girls (Dsgn & Co.), St Helens College 14 - 16 Academy
(Angel Solutions), Bellshill Academy (Equator), Aboyne Academy (Red Evolution), Abbot's
Lea School (Think_Live), Park Academy West London (Econsultancy), The Burgess Hill
academy (Tommy), Mosslands School (Angel Solutions), Nottingham Girls' High School
(Hallam Internet).
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WELL DONE!
READATHON
We raised:
£141.52 for 'Read for Good'
that provides books for
children's hospitals around
the UK!
Abbot’s Lea School received
£28.30 in book vouchers!

WELL DONE everyone!!
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Care and Safeguarding
Ms Alison Twomey, Head of Care and Safeguarding
E: Alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

If you’ve been watching the news at any point in the last year, you’d be forgiven for thinking
that Brexit is the only thing happening in the country and this round the clock coverage can
prevent other important issues from getting the attention they deserve. This week there were
two other stories that captured my attention.
On Monday, the Government published their draft Domestic Abuse Bill which included the first
ever statutory definition of domestic abuse to specifically include economic abuse and
controlling and manipulative non-physical abuse. This will enable everyone, including victims
themselves, to understand what constitutes abuse and will hopefully encourage more victims
to come forward. The bill will introduce measures to address coercive control and economic
abuse, and how domestic abuse affects children. Most importantly the draft bill also prohibits
the cross-examination of victims by their abusers in the family courts.
I am hopeful that this draft bill will make a real difference to those suffering from domestic
abuse. We know that living in a home where there’s domestic abuse is harmful and it can have
a serious impact on a child's behaviour and wellbeing. Around 1 in 5 children have been
exposed to domestic abuse and a third of children witnessing domestic violence also
experience another form of abuse. The draft bill has been welcomed by all political parties and
has, perhaps, reminded us all that there are many other important issues facing our country
that cannot afford to be side-lined by Brexit.
The second news item that caught my attention came from closer to my old home in Sheffield.
A pensioner who has regularly tended a World War Two memorial honouring 10 airmen who
died in a plane crash 75 years ago will see it be honoured with a military fly past next month.
Tony Foulds, 82, was just eight-years-old when he witnessed the American B-17 Flying
Fortress crash into Endcliffe Park, Sheffield, on February 22 1944. Mr Foulds was one of a
group of school children who were playing in the park when the plane came down. He said he
felt responsible for the airmen's deaths because the plane was trying to avoid crashing into
them. Following a social media campaign, these brave men will now be honoured in style next
month.
I spent much of my youth playing in Endcliffe Park yet only had a passing understanding of
the tragedy. It is absolutely right that this story is now getting more attention and I have been
reflecting on how such an important part of my local history has remained hidden from me for
so long. I have almost certainly walked past Mr Foulds tending to the memorial at some point
over the years – possibly several times. I know where the memorial stands yet never once
stopped to look at it properly or even think about what it represented. In this current climate of
political uncertainty it feels wrong to only focus on what divides us today. The next time I visit
Sheffield, I shall pay my personal respects to the brave men who died in 1944, so close to the
end of the war. I’ll also stop to recognise a local hero, Tony Foulds, who has selflessly kept
tending the memorial on an almost daily basis for 75 years. There is an enormous amount of
good and kindness in this world and we should never forget that.
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Autism Research and Development
Ms Micah Grimshaw, Head of Autism Research and Development
E: micah.grimshaw@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Wow! What a busy week.
Since launching our traded services less than three weeks ago, we have received lots of
interest and requests to share our knowledge of Autism as part of either professional training
or through the mentoring of staff supporting students diagnosed with Autism and attending
mainstream schools. This is exciting for us at Abbot’s Lea School because we will have more
opportunities to build our school’s reputation even further and we will soon be able to reinvest
funds made from selling services back into resources for our students.
On Tuesday I attended a Leading Learning workshop, with our Head of HR Michelle Griffiths,
which is part of a bigger plan to look at how we truly realise our vision in the day-to-day life of
Abbot’s Lea School: to create an International Centre of Excellence in Autism Education,
Research and Development, where every student and member of staff can the best that they
can be.
Thursday was a busy day for myself as I delivered two workshops. The first workshop was
well attended by external educationalists from mainstream schools in Liverpool, ‘A Practical
Toolkit for the Inclusive Classroom’. As a group we agreed what inclusion meant, and how this
differs from integration. We agreed that inclusion meant all children were able to learn, take
part in and contribute to all aspects of school life and I gave examples of how this was achieved
in our own school. The second workshop was delivered to the Associate of Liverpool Special
Schools’ Headteachers talking about women and girls with Autism. It felt slightly more daunting
to stand up in front of a more experienced crowd, the presentation was welcomed and
collectively we talked about what our next steps were as senior leaders to raise awareness of
the differences in gender profiles in Autism, leading to better diagnosis rates and improved
support.
Next week looks to be another busy week, I am particularly looking forward to a visit from
Chris Williams who will be spending a whole day with us to observe the use of the Chatta app
in action in both Key Stage 1 classes. Chris will be talking to the senior leadership team about
the uses and benefits of the Chatta app, including improved memory recall, communication
skills and family engagement. I shall report more on this in next week’s article, in the meantime
feel free to check out their website for more information: https://chattalearning.com/
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Primary Department
Mr Scott-Scarth, Head of Primary Department
E: dean.scott-scarth@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

The students of the Primary Department have been battling against the cold and the ice this
week, enjoying the brief flurry of snow on Tuesday.
Ireland Class have been busy protecting the school and the city as brave Firefighters, driving
their fire engine through the perilous corridors of the Primary Department. Wales Class
showed their dance skills, working with MoveMa Dance to learn about Chinese Dancing from
our visiting teacher, Pei. The students and staff learned a host of dance steps, as well as
looking at and incorporating fans into their routine.
On Tuesday Abbot's Lea School welcomed Polaris Duo, an award winning Saxophone and
Harp duo. As part of Live Music Now, the students of the Primary Department were treated to
a live concert, students participating in the performance by interacting with the performers and
feeling for the vibrations and sounds as the instruments were played.
Canada Class were creating Greek Pots this week as a part of the Ancient Greeks topic.
Students were excited to be using ModRoc to sculpt earthenware that would fool the sharpest
and most eagle eyed archaeologist. The class will decorate their pots when they are dry.
France Class went on an exploration of Liverpool World Museum, scouting out the Greek
sculpture, pots and artefacts. The class were particularly impressed by a Greek shield, used
by a brave warrior in a past battle.
Portugal Class had a hair raising time studying Electricity in Science. Fresh from the reenactment of the Trojan horse last week, Portugal Class put on their lab coats and investigated
electricity, making circuits to light a bulb.
The green fingered students in USA Class conducted an experiment to test the best growing
conditions for plant seeds. The class were testing the effects of light and water on the plant
seeds and if they make the seeds grow. We should all look out for Beanstalks growing in
Abbot's Lea School in the coming weeks!
Have a great weekend and wrap up warm.
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Secondary Department
Mr McVerry, Head of Secondary Department
E: anthony.mcverry@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

I have had a very busy week, with a number of offsite meetings with the aim of taking the
school even further forward. My first event was on Tuesday when I attended the first ever
National Forum for Supported Internships in Leeds. Around the table were a number of our
partner schools in Liverpool, a range of employers, schools and other agencies from around
the country. The most inspiring thing was we all got to share our current position on supported
employment and also the direction that we are taking our school in with Liverpool being
described as a 'beacon city' with lots going on. Indeed the initial feedback from the LASEND
joint Ofsted and CQC meetings with our interns was how impressed they are with this agenda.
The group will meet again in a matter of weeks with the aim of lobbying Government to make
even more changes and provide us with funding to run bespoke projects that will only enhance
the local and national offer.
My second meeting was with Cllr Barbara Murray, the Cabinet Member for Education and
Deputy Mayor Gary Millar, who is responsible for Business Economy and Skills. They were
completely blown away with the school and what we are doing to change the local landscape.
They also visited our three Supported Interns down at AMEY and spent around half an hour
speaking to them at length and learning more about them as individuals and the impact that
the mid- February to discuss our plans for the future and how they can help the school move
further forward.
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School Business Support Team
Mrs Michelle Griffiths, Head of HR
E: michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Earlier in the week I attended a second session of the Liverpool Leading
Learning programme with Miss Grimshaw where we further refined our planning and
implementation model and started our CPD model.
This work will help us ensure all projects undertaken have direct and measurable outcomes
for students. It was good to work with other schools and learn from them what has and hasn't
worked.
Our Senior Leadership Team took part in a leadership development session on Wednesday
which was great for improving our team working and harnessing some great ideas for the
development of our employees and the school. More to follow!
Hoping you all have a great weekend.

Mr Andrew Cocklin, Head of Finance and Operations
E: andrew.cocklin@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

We are currently experiencing a spell of bad weather and as such are keeping a regular watch
of daily and weekly weather forecasts. There is the potential for snow next week, we are
prepared should it come, however it is so important that we have the most up to date contact
details for you or anyone who is down as a contact for your child.
If you do change mobile numbers, move jobs and get a new work number or decide on an
alternative contact in case of emergency, please let us know as soon as possible so that the
relevant contact records can be updated, so that if we do need to contact you at short notice,
we can do so. Ideally we would want 3 contacts per child.
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Job Coach
Ms Claire Caddick, Job Coach
E: Claire.caddick@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

This week I have been doing initial one to one appointments with Key Stage 4 and 5 students.
Each appointment lasted around 15 minutes and was an introduction to myself and a chat
about interests, strengths and weaknesses. We also chatted about post 16 options and it
seems there were some key themes!
Here are some of the most popular jobs that our students have in mind;
1) An online blogger / youtuber
2) Working with computers
3) Gardening and maintenance
4) Creative sectors
5) W.W.E Wrestler!
I have also been contacting employers to invite them to our employer information event next
Tuesday where Mr McVerry and I will deliver a presentation on our supported internships and
how to get involved in them and support the school. So far we have 5 confirmed employers
attending.
Mr McVerry and I also visited John Lennon Airport on Thursday to see how they could be
involved in our supported internship scheme. John Lennon Airport have already done quite a
lot of work to become an autism friendly airport so we are hoping they will choose to celebrate
diversity even further by partnering with Abbot’s Lea school.
On Friday I led assembly and Introduced Alexander Hay from career connect who spoke to
the students around transitions. It is important for our students to have as much exposure to
post 16 options as possible and to also start thinking about adulthood from an earlier age
which is something that we intend to do within the school.
Have a great weekend.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Early Years and Key Stage 1
Key Stage Leader: Miss O’Neill
Maria.O’Neill@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Ireland Class
This week we have been reading our Fire of London stories and practicing our song complete
with actions! We have been practicing writing our names and following lines, everyone has
been using the writing area and displaying their mark making achievements! We enjoyed our
dance lesson on Tuesday, everyone is learning to follow instructions and to 'wave our flags.'
We were also very excited for our music performance on Tuesday afternoon from 'Polaris',
they came with a giant harp and a saxophone it was so relaxing and beautiful. We hope you
have a lovely weekend.
Wales Class
Wales class have had a lovely week. We have been learning a lovely poem by Paul Perro
about the Great Fire of London and looking out for lots of rhyming words. We have been
practicing lots of letter formation rhymes and writing in our very special writing books. We had
a lovely visit from Katie, our yoga teacher who taught us lots of breathing techniques and
massage. We also had a fantastic dance lesson doing lots of Chinese inspired movements to
the music. We learnt about the events of The Great Fire of London and how it spread so
quickly and even turned our classroom into the Pudding Lane Bakery to make our very own
bread. We also learnt a new song about the Great Fire too. Have a lovely weekend everyone.

Key Stage 2
Key Stage Leader: Mrs Lisa Walker
Lisa.Walker@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Key Stage have enjoyed a wonderful Music Concert this week organised by Ms. Murphy thank you very much!
France Class
France class this week have enjoyed a visit to the Liverpool World Museum to look at the
Greek display. We will use these ideas to help us design our own Greek pots. The children
really enjoyed looking at the different Greek pots and even got to hold a Greek shield.. We
have also started to look at Perseus and the Gorgon, we have completed lots of different
activities about the story which has made us think how the characters would be feeling. We
have also enjoyed trying different Greek foods and rating them. We tried Feta, Halloumi,
Tzatziki and Houmous. We have had another great week, well done France class!!
Spain Class
The students in Spain class have had another busy week. In their thematic lessons, the
students have been learning about the Greek Myth of Perseus and the Gorgon. Everyone was
fascinated to find out more about the mythical creature, Medusa, and produced a lovely piece
of artwork to re-create her in the classroom! The students have also been busy learning about
key events in Ancient Greek history and impressed the class team with their ability to order
historical events on a timeline.

Well done for your hard work this week everyone!
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Key Stage News and Updates
USA Class
In English we have been studying the legends of Medusa and Theseus and The Minoutaur.
The students have written extended recounts and in DT made a Medusa headband! Well done
all. Mrs Walker 
Canada Class
Canada class have been working hard this week. We have been looking at the history of the
Greeks in more detail and started to make our own pots in our art and design lesson. It's
messy but the students are enjoying it. In Maths we have continued to look at 3D shapes and
have been spotting them all around. Well done Canada, another great week.
Italy Class
On Monday Italy class shared their news from the weekend and looked at pictures and videos
from home. In Maths we continued with our shape topic and introduced 3D shapes. We learnt
to recognise the shapes and manipulated them using our hands. We looked at 3D shapes in
our environment.
On Tuesday we talked about the names of the shapes and on Wednesday we described the
properties of the shapes by saying how many faces they have.
On Thursday we played our money maths shop game. In Science we have been looking at a
range of habitats and finding out what plants and animals live there. We looked at woodland,
pond, coast and urban habitats. We continued our Ancient Greece lessons by looking at
pictures of ancient artefacts. We looked in detail at vases and what pictures are on them. We
made our own vases.
On Wednesday we listened to the story of Pandora Box. We made our own boxes using the
net of a cube. In the afternoon we took the minibus to ASDA cafe to buy an afternoon snack.
We all took turns to choose a snack and drink from the counter. On Thursday we continued
with our phonics sounds and had a yoga session in the afternoon led by Miss Katie.
Brazil Class
Brazil have been busy working on ‘Our Past’ topic.
We have been learning about Pandora's Box and thinking about what we would do if we were
Pandora? Look or not look?! We have thought about all the nasty things we would want to put
away too. We have been designing our own Greek pot illustrating them with pictures from the
Greek legends.
We enjoyed judo again on Monday and on Tuesday had an amazing opportunity to listen to
live music from Polaris Duo. Fantastic.
In Science we have carried on with our work on Forces, using Newton meters and exploring
pushing and pulls through sensory activities.
Great week Brazil, keep it up.
Peru Class
We’ve had a very creative week in Peru class this week. The pupils have enjoyed creating
their own Trojan horses as part of our Ancient Greece theme. They have also decorated some
lovely terracotta pots with traditional Ancient Greece patterns which we’ll be using in the spring
to grow flowers in! In Maths the pupils have progressed onto 3D shapes and have been
learning their names and properties. -
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Key Stage News and Updates
Portugal Class
In Class Portugal this week, we have continued our topic of The Greeks! We have looked at
the story of Medusa and we designed our own Medusa masks, pretending to turn each other
to stone! We also came up with some great adjectives for Medusa - the children were great at
that.
We have also started to look at 3D shapes which the children have been amazing at - we have
counted faces and edges on each shape.
We also decided that we wanted to share some positivity so we wrote notes for the other
classes and delivered them with a smile, we spoke about how great it is to smile and be
positive!

Have a great weekend!

Key Stage 3
Key Stage Leader: Mr Mason
Ryan.Mason@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
We have had a fantastic week in key stage three this week with lots of learning taking place
and fun trips out into the community. We also had our first class attend swimming sessions
this week, lots of progress has been made already by the students and hopefully there is lots
more to come! We also had a group of our year 8 and 9 students attend a ‘wheels extreme’
session with Neil Danns at Bank View High School, all students thoroughly enjoyed
themselves and are looking forward to the next session next week.
Botswana Class
Botswana have had another great week. In English we have begun planning our nonchronological reports and in Maths we have been carrying out our own surveys and displaying
them in a variety of graphs. In Science we have been investigating melting points and carried
out our own experiment using chocolate.
Madagascar Class
It has been a busy, but also great third week of term for Class Madagascar. In English we
have been looking at using speech in our writing and applying this in the context of writing
newspaper articles. We have also been carrying out an exciting experiment in Science looking
at whether gas weighs anything. Then in Life Skills this week we all wrote letters to the Prime
Minister sharing our views on the impact of that advertising has on people. We considered
whether we thought adverts were a good or a bad thing.
Mozambique Class
An interesting week in the medieval theme. We have been studying the story of Beowulf and
we have been looking at similes and metaphors in the poem. We have made our own monsters
and hero’s and described those using similes. In DT we had such fun building our own castle
from a den kit and even acted out a siege and a monarch being overthrown!!! We have looked
at castle defences and how to attack a castle and have learnt some more about life in medieval
times. We have looked at general conversations in shops and restaurants in French and in
RE we have furthered our understanding of Islam. Some of us took an opportunity to go
skateboarding this week which was fantastic! We have also been looking at our muscles in
Science and conducted some fun simple experiments.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Cape Verde Class
Cape Verde have been a group of dedicated scientists this week investigating dissolving and
what affects it. The class showed some good thinking setting up our investigation and safety
skills also handling hot water and glass equipment.
Our 'Medieval' has permeated many lessons with English looking at imagining a day in the life
in a medieval village and producing Acrostic poetry along medieval lines.
Malawi Class
We're still working hard on our WW2 topic in Malawi this week. Here's what we've been doing...
We wrote letters from evacuee Lenny, from the story Lion and the Unicorn, to his mother in
London. The students understood how evacuees must have felt in this worrying and
dangerous time. They responded to questions, explained their understanding of the situation
and really dug trench-deep to show the strength these people had!
We made a fact file on Vera Lynn in music. Known as, The Forces' Sweetheart, she was born
at the end of WW1 in East Ham, London but found fame with songs such as White Cliffs of
Dover during WW2. The students found that this song gave hope to fighter pilots flying home,
eager to see the cliffs as this meant they'd made it back.
Keeping the home fires burning, we designed some Army recruitment posters in D&T, taking
inspiration from well-known originals like, "Your country needs you!"
We have also started learning about electricity and have identified potential hazards in the
home. Unshockingly, the class were a bunch of bright sparks in this topic.
Kenya Class
Kenya class have had a great week this week and have really enjoyed swimming. We have
also continued our topic work around World War II and have enjoyed listening to music from
the war era and have continued to learn about the blitz, Anderson shelters and air raid
shelters. We are swimming again next week and look forward to developing our swimming
skills.
Seychelles Class
This week pupils in Seychelles have continued to explore our topic of data handling in Maths,
including tally charts, bar charts and pictograms.
Some pupils have investigated the different types of average; calculating the mean, mode,
median and range. We our enjoying our topic of the Middle Ages and have explored a number
of legendary stories including King Arthur and Beowulf. Pupils have developed their
comprehension of information texts. Pupils explored illuminated initials in their art and design
lessons and created a selection of their own. In Science pupils were tasked with creating their
own creature by incorporating features of different animals. They then had to classify these
animals based on their observable features.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 4
Key Stage Leader: Miss Dallas
Katie.Dallas@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Samoa Class
Samoa begun their 2 week swimming slot this week and all applied themselves fully! Lots of
progress has been made. Congrats to Hamza on his excellent swimming! We have been
working hard on our English work, imagining we are a soldier in the trenches in World War 1
and writing a letter home to our loved ones. We watched video clips of trench warfare to
encourage a multisensory approach to our learning which has resulted in some fantastic work!
We have written Acrostic poems about soldiers too. We have learnt about line graphs in maths
and applied our knowledge to interpret word problems. We thoroughly enjoyed a lesson from
our student teacher Mr Doyle who has taught our class all about King John and the Magna
Carta. In ICT, we loved learning about the history of games consoles and even designed our
own game cover for a new game.
Papua New Guinea Class
This week in PNG has been a very busy! Cuppa New Guinea was back and we had record
orders! The class worked extremely hard to get orders out on time. We continued reading Of
Mice and Men exploring the characters, their traits and their relationships within the book. In
Maths we have been mastering using a protractor to measure angles. In History we explored
Liverpool's beginnings. PNG enjoyed writing their own charter in the style of the Magna Carta.
In Science we have been building our own solar system using paper mache. Have a lovely
weekend everyone!
Australia Class
Class Australia started their swimming sessions this week and are making great progress in
the water. We look forward to continuing with this next week. In Art we have started to create
our own piece of hieroglyphic art. We also did some of our own Egyptian research into the
Gods and Goddesses. In R.E we looked at places of worship, before creating our own factual
posters.
Also, the class team in Australia would like to say a big congratulations to Nathan Brown,
Owen Green, Megan Hall, Thomas Mahon and Joslin McGrath for winning the Vodaphone
challenge as part of the National Bima Digital Day Award. These students came up with a
fantastic idea to help people with autism have a better experience when shopping and we are
so proud of them! If you would like to read more about Digital Day and our fantastic winners
then follow this link https://www.bimadday.org.uk/digitaldaywinners/
Christmas Island Class
With their swimming classes completed, Christmas Island took on their first full week in the
classroom since Christmas and have worked really hard on a range of topics and subjects.
We had our first food tech lesson of the term making delicious homemade sausage rolls and
completed our art project on Egyptian Hyroglyphics. In Maths we continued expanding our
knowledge of angles, in English we read and interpreted poems from WWI and in Geography
we looked at the pros and cons of renewable resources and fossil fuels. The class are also
enjoying their History lessons with Mr Lewis, exploring Liverpool’s past. Last but not least, a
huge shout out to Anthony for being this week’s Student of the Week! Have a fabulous
weekend, Team Christmas Island.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 5
Key Stage Leader: Mr Davenport
Paul.davenport@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Tasmania Class
What a different week this week has been. We all got a little bit excited for the snow but to our
disappointment it did not stick for us to make a snowman.
On Monday we had a fantastic trip to the Liverpool Museum. We had our picture taken with
the Beatle’s statue, which was great fun. We looked and read about all the different artefacts
around the museum. We learnt all about the Chinese culture and how they travelled to
Liverpool, creating China Town. Upstairs in the museum we looked about how the railway
stations were developed and that they were raised above where people walked on the dock
front. They even had a map of Liverpool and what it looked like many years ago. We all looked
for the areas where we live to see what used to be there. Many areas had a lot more farmland
than what there is today. We all agreed that we would like to go back to the museum as we
did not get to see everything that we wanted to see.
On Tuesday we made Scouse using rainbow carrots. We all tasted the rainbow carrots raw to
see if they tasted the same. We had a purple carrot, orange carrot and a yellow carrot. We all
agreed that we preferred the orange carrot except for Mrs Wong who liked the purple carrot.
We put the scouse in a slow cooker which cooked throughout the day and then tasted it in the
afternoon.
Unfortunately we were not able to go to the gym this week due to it being extremely slippery
outside on the pathways. We will resume our usual timetable next week.
We all met with our Job Coach who helped us look at what we would like to do in the future
and after Abbots Lea.
Fiji Class
Fiji have had a busy week with lots of life skills learning. Monday morning Fiji class
made Burritos and Caitlin is this week’s Star Chef. We have continued learning our times
tables and reading The Witches. On Tuesday we went to the Gym using public transport and
used our knowledge of road safety especially as it started to snow on our way back to school.
On Wednesday and Thursday we had training to gain a Level 1 Food Hygiene Certificate, the
students and staff all learned something new and have enjoyed learning about Food Safety
and will put their training into practice in their next session in the Food Tech Room. Fiji students
passed the Level 1 Food Safety Awareness Course today! 
New Zealand Class
Back in November Key Stage 4 and 5 took part in a national competition organised by the
British Interactive Media Association called Digital Day which is for all schools, making no
distinction between mainstream and SEN. The competition had challenges set by 3 companies
and the students in teams picked one and devised a way to solve it using digital media.
I heard about this competition back in 2016 through my work with our Enterprise Adviser,
where we both looked to find ways of showcasing our students’ skills in computers and digital
media. We both believed that the students had untapped potential that industry could access
if they found ways to make the workplace more suitable for people with autism.
We entered the competition in 2016, with just 2 classes in Key Stage 5 taking part. Last year
we entered again but this time all students in Key stage 4 and 5 took part. Last year Abbot's
Lea had the most participants in the competition out of any school in the country. This year
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Key Stage News and Updates
we took part again with 4 classes from key stage 4 and 3 classes from key stage 5 taking part,
75 students in total!
I am very pleased to announce that on Wednesday it was officially announced that 3
competition entries from Abbot's Lea School had reached the finals of the competition. 2 had
been selected by Vodaphone for their challenge from Key stage 4 and 1 by The Football
Association for their project from New Zealand class in Key Stage 5.
I then received the absolutely amazing news that Australia class in Key Stage 4 had
won the Vodaphone challenge beating off competition from 3 mainstream schools,
including last years winners, a Grammar school.
The students from Australia have won £500 for the school, certificates and the chance to go
to visit Vodaphone as they are keen to make the App that they designed!
Further information on the winners and those that made the final can be found here:
https://www.bimadday.org.uk/digitaldaywinners/
Well done to all the students who took part from this school who have categorically proved
that Autism is not a barrier to ideas and innovation!
In other news this week we have continued our examination of The Plantagenets, what makes
a good relationship with friends and how to talk to someone in social situations, how to write
a formal letter, planning an action plan for the future, our potato enterprise, trip to the gym.
spellings, times tables, horticulture with Reynold's Park and our reflections on the week.
Phew!
Odd Facts of the week
1) Antarctica was once home to giant 6’7” penguins. Archaeologists have found
fossilised remains in Antarctica in 2014 that showed penguins once roamed the Earth at the
colossal height of 6 foot 7 inches!. That's the same height as Peter Crouch!
2) Elephants eat for up to 18 hours a day
3) In the 90s, a guy called Bob happened to own the domain name Windows2000.com.
Microsoft happened to own Bob.com. They performed a trade.
4) Only 1% of the world's water is drinkable
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Students of the week – Week 18
EYFS and Key Stage One
Ireland

Lucas Rosenthal

Wales

Louie Goodwin
Key Stage Two

Peru

Jimmy Wang

Portugal

Archie Fletcher

USA

Mason Robinson

Brazil

Justin Ward

France

Molly Rigby

Canada

Jack Lowther

Spain

Anthony Woodward

Italy

Charlie Waddington
Key Stage Three

Madagascar

Dominik Reid

Seychelles

Nicholas Griffiths

Cape Verde

Ciaran Phoenix

Botswana

Rhys Edmonds – Ali

Mozambique

Francis Watkinson

Malawi

Mason young

Kenya

Nathaniel Brady
Key Stage Four

Australia

Elliot Ko

Papua New Guinea

Sean Sweeney

Samoa

Aaliyah Harry

Christmas Island

Anthony Shinks
Key Stage Five

New Zealand

Chantelle Nicklin-Harvey

Tasmania

Connor Fairbairn

Fiji

Dan Thompson
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Week 18 in pictures
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Week 18 in pictures
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Week 18 in pictures
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Week 18 in pictures

CONGRATULATIONS to Nathan Brown, Owen Green, Megan Hall, Thomas Mahon
and Joslin McGrath for winning the Vodaphone Challenge as part of the National Bima
Digital Day Award.

Above is a set of illuminated initials created by Nicholas G. The letters
spell Beowulf and he has illustrated each letter with an event or
character from the story.
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Week 18 in pictures
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Week 15
in pictures
16
2019-20
Academic
Year
Term 1
Staff training day:

Monday, 2 September 2019 – school closed to students

Students arrive on:

Tuesday, 3 September 2019

Term ends on:

Friday 25 October 2019

October Holiday:

Monday 28 October 2017 to Friday 1 November 2019

Term 2
Term starts on:

Monday 4 November 2019

Term ends on:

Friday 20 December 2019 - finishing at 1:30pm

Christmas Holiday:

Monday 23 December 2019 to Friday 3 January 2020

Term 3
Staff training day:

Monday 6 January 2020 – school closed to students

Students arrive on:

Tuesday 7 January 2020

Term ends on:

Friday 14 February 2020

February Holiday:

Monday 17 February 2020 to Friday 21 February 2020

Term 4
Term starts on:

Monday 24 February 2020

Term ends on:

Friday 3 April 2020 – finishing at 1:30pm

Spring Holiday:

Monday 6 April 2020 to Friday 17 April 2020

Bank holidays:

Friday, 10 April 2020 – Good Friday and Monday, 13 April 2020 – Easter Monday

Term 5
Staff training day:

Monday 20 April 2020 – school closed to students

Students arrive on:

Tuesday 21 April 2020

Bank holiday:

4 May 2020 – Early Bank Holiday Monday

Term ends on:

Friday 22 May 2020

May Holiday:

Monday 25 May 2020 (Bank Holiday) to Friday 29 May 2020

Term 6
Term starts on:

Monday 1 June 2020

Official leaving date:

Friday 26 June 2019* *Friday 26 June 2020 is an official leaving date for the
students in Year 11 as well as those in Key Stage Five who are finishing their
education at ALS that summer.

Staff Transition INSET:

Friday 10 July 2020 – school closed to students

Transition Week:

Monday 13 July-Friday 17 July 2020**

Students’ last day:

Friday 17 July 2020 – finishing at 1:30pm

Staff training day:

Monday 20 July – school closed to students

Term ends on:

Monday 20 July 2020

** Transition Week is a period of time during which the students will be taught in their next year’s classes
– this is to support smooth transition into ALS, into a new Department, Key Stage or a new class.

Page 24 of 28

Key Diary Dates
Our academic year 2018-19 term dates are available on our website:
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/ALS-Term-Dates-201819.pdf

Please note planned early finishes and closure dates, as known at present:
TERM 3:
February Holiday: Monday 18 February 2019 to Friday 22 February 2019
TERM 4:
Early finish on Friday, 5 April 2019 at 1:30pm
Spring Holiday: Monday 8 April 2019 to Monday 22 April 2019
Bank holidays:
Friday, 19 April 2019 – Good Friday
Monday, 22 April 2019 – Easter Monday
TERM 5:
Bank holiday:
Monday, 6 May 2019 – Early Bank Holiday Monday
May Holiday: Monday 27 May 2019 to Friday 31 May 2019
TERM 6:
Staff training day: Friday 12 July 2019 – school closed to students
Staff training day: Monday 22 July – Wednesday 24 July 2019 – school closed to students
Summer Holiday: Thursday 25 July 2019
Bank holidays:
Monday 26 August 2019 – August Bank Holiday

Key Diary Dates for the remainder of the year can be found on our website,
under the EVENTS tab:
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/event

Next academic year, 2019-20 is also now planned, with the specific term dates
available for you to view on our website:
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/2019-20-termdates.pdf
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Head’s Weekly Newsletter

TERM 3 - 30 days
WEEK NUMBER

W/C

Date

Event

Comment

19

Mon 28.1.19

28.1.19



NUMICON Staff Training – all day

Tue

29.1



Moderation Day

 09:30-12:00 Dance Movement Therapy
Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
 09:00-17:00 Staff attending Conference
Wed

30.1



14:30-16:00 MFI Subject Leader Briefing – School Improvement



Greek Theatre Workshop

Thur

31.1



13:30-14:30 Dance Movement Therapy

Fri

1.2



Departmental Assemblies
9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department
10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department

20

Mon 4.2.19

4.2.19

Tue

5.2

Wed

Thur

Fri



9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning



Visit Liverpool John Moores University – Yr 12 and 13



Safer Internet Day



09:30-12:00 Dance Movement Therapy



Emergency First Aid at Work – Staff Training all day (offsite)



09:00-12:00 - Staff SALT Consultation Clinics



10:30-11:15 - Lions Dancers to celebrate Year of the Pig



15:30-17:00 Extended Twilight Session – social communication



13:30-14:30 Dance Movement Therapy



Talk4Writing Training – Primary Teachers

Assemblies and Coffee Morning
are open to families. Parking is
available on site on a “firstcome-first-served basis” only. No
photography permitted.

6.2

7.2

8.2

Assemblies and Coffee Morning
are open to families. Parking is



Departmental Assemblies
9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department
10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department

21

Mon 11.2.19

11.2.2019

Tue

12.2

Wed

13.2

Thur

14.2

Fri

15.2

Fri

15.2.19



9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning



Term 3 – Festival of Learning and Invite A Loved One to Lunch



Seeing is Believing for Governors



Mandela Family to visit Liverpool to start a tribute to the Freeman of the
City









Term 3 – Festival of Learning and Invite A Loved One to Lunch
Seeing is Believing for Governors
09:30-12:00 Dance Movement Therapy
09:00-12:00 CAMHS Consultation Clinic
Term 3 – Festival of Learning and Invite A Loved One to Lunch
Seeing is Believing for Governors
09:00-12:00 How do Children Learn to Read – Staff Training School
Improvement
Term 3 – Festival of Learning and Invite A Loved One to Lunch
Seeing is Believing for Governors
12:00-15:00 – Educational Psychology Staff Clinic
13:30-14:30 Dance Movement Therapy
Term 3 – Festival of Learning and Invite A Loved One to Lunch
Seeing is Believing for Governors









Departmental Assemblies
9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department
10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department



9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning



END OF TERM 3@15:15

available on site on a “firstcome-first-served basis” only. No
photography permitted.

Assemblies and Coffee Morning
are open to families. Parking is
available on site on a “firstcome-first-served basis” only. No
photography permitted.

FEBRUARY HOLIDAY: Monday, 18 February 2019 to Friday, 22 February 2019
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