Head’s Weekly Newsletter
Issue 22, 1 March 2019

Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Dear Students, Families, Colleagues and Friends
Welcome to Term 4 and the first issue of this term’s Head’s Weekly Newsletter.
We have had so much going on in school this week and it is hard to believe this is
merely day 5 of this second half of the school year.
Apart from the busy in-house activities, I have also spent a significant number of hours
this week working with the Local Authority central projects, including financial planning
of the Schools Forum, the strategic review of the SEND provision, being conducted by
the SEND4Change (a commissioned consultants working on behalf of the Director of
Children’s Services) and meeting with colleagues from across Liverpool about the
Nebula pilot project aimed at improving city-wide approaches to improving school
attendance.
The Leadership Team at Abbot’s Lea has not stopped either and I am really thankful
to Mr Cocklin, Head of Finance and Operations who, together with his Facilities Team
led by Mr Stephens, completed the many improvement jobs on site last week. As a
result, the FAB! funded Log Cabin for outdoor learning is now standing proudly on site
and the two remaining toilets (one of which is also a wet-room) are totally refurbished
and shining brand new!
Thank you!
During the week of education, so many successes can be shared – I hope you enjoy
reading all about them in this issue. My particular recognition goes to Cameron Baker
in Key Stage 2 – Cameron was my assistant this morning and I am thankful for his
exemplary support to our film-making visitor.
On a related note – I wish to thank four students in the Primary and four in the
Secondary Department for their contributions to the UNICEF Child Friendly City filming
which took place today – watch this space!!!
Have a very good weekend and I look forward to seeing you all next week.
Kind regards
Mrs A. Hildrey
Headteacher

Lots of Socks Day
Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’
We would like once again to invite both students and staff to participate in World Down
Syndrome Day on March 21 by wearing your most mismatched, wild or funky socks and
donating £1 to the Down's Syndrome Association.
Over the past two years the school has raised £250 which has gone towards research and
training for young people and adults with Down's syndrome.

Wear your #LotsOfSocks with pride on World Down
Syndrome Day 21 March 2019!
Wear them at home, nursery, school, college, university,
work, play, travel, on holiday…wherever you are and
whatever you’re doing on the day!
Make sure to take pictures and videos and post them on
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram using the hashtags
#LotsOfSocks, #WorldDownSyndromeDay and #WDSD19…
We love seeing and sharing everyone’s

#LotsOfSocks pictures!"
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Charity Football Match
Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’

We would love families to get involved, please contact Mr Ryan Mason for
further details:
ryan.mason@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Raising money!
Cuppa New Guinea Café

A big thank you to the students and staff who have supported Cuppa New Guinea. We raised
£70 for Alder Hey and had a visit from Adam their fundraising representative who we were
able to present with a huge cheque!

Global Scouse Day

Thank you very much for your support!
£150 raised will go directly to The White Chapel Centre, Liverpool.
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F A B NEWS
Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’
Parents and our School Governor took a quick preview of our new
amazing outdoor learning space paid for by our FAB! Fundraising
team.
The students are very excited to help choose resources for inside!
Thank you to all who support our FAB! Events.
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World book day 7 March
Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’
We are celebrating World Book Day with a Peter Pan themed party in the hall with
'walk the plank' balancing games, character skittles, craft table, a Peter Pan feast
and lots more for the whole school.
There will be lots of reading activities and games throughout the day too. The
children are welcome to come to school in a costume of their favourite character
from any book not just Peter pan. Those students who do not wish to dress up are
expected to wear their school uniform.
Happy reading!
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Safeguarding Concern
Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’

A recent social media challenge targeting children and young adults called the “Momo
Challenge,” has created concern throughout the country due to its disturbing nature. We take
the safeguarding of our young people very seriously at Abbot’s Lea School and the purpose
of this article is to make you aware of this challenge, provide you with information about it, and
urge you to monitor your children’s use of social media and the Internet.
The challenges issued in this game present a serious risk to the safety, welfare and wellbeing
of children and young people as does the distressing content when a player refuses to carry
on. The “Momo Challenge,” a game found on multiple platforms including You Tube, Facebook
and WhatsApp, features a frightening avatar who asks its viewers to perform various tasks
and provide photos as proof. The "Momo" threatens those who do not perform the tasks and
is allegedly encouraging children to self-harm and try to kill themselves.
A person doesn’t have to be searching for “Momo” themselves to be exposed to it and, unlike
other games that children enjoy, there is no positive side to this. Schools and families need to
educate and reinforce online safety, and in this way encourage children and young people to
make the right choice and avoid this game. The following websites provide excellent advice
and guidance about online safety and are well worth a look.

www.saferinternet.org.uk
www.internetmatters.org
www.thinkuknow.co.uk
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Safeguarding Concern
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Noticeboard

The FAB! Team - on behalf of the amazing students here at Abbot's Lea School - are
delighted to invite you to eat lunch with your child during w/c Monday 11 March 2019.
For a nominal cost of £4 per guest our amazing school meals providers Food For
Thought will be catering a selection of outstanding fresh and home-made family foods
for you to enjoy - we would love it if you could join us!

Primary Department
Tuesday 5 March 2019 Sitting One: 12 noon Sitting Two: 1pm
o Moroccan Lamb Tagine with Couscous and Mint yoghurt dip or Homemade
Roasted Vegetable Lasagne. Homemade Carrot Cake for dessert
Thursday 7 March 2019 Sitting One: 12 noon Sitting Two: 1pm
o Cumbrian Sausage, Mashed potato, onion gravy and Broccoli or Homemade
Fish Pie. Homemade scones with Cream and Jam

Secondary Department
Thursday, 14 March 2019 Sitting One: 12 noon Sitting Two: 1pm
o Homemade Chicken Curry, Rice and Yoghurt/Cucumber Dip or Quorn Dipper
Wraps and Salad. Homemade Vanilla Iced Cake for Dessert
Response letters have been sent home, if you would like another one, please email
reception@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Care and Safeguarding
Ms Alison Twomey, Head of Care and Safeguarding
E: Alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Last week I joined Twitter and can now be found at @als_care. This is not the most exciting
announcement or revolutionary action I know but, for me, it was quite a big deal and followed
several months of delaying and procrastination before finally jumping in.
To me, running a Twitter account is fraught with potential pitfalls as well as opening the door
to negative or hurtful comments in the ‘online’ world. Perhaps this is because I am of the age
where two very separate worlds still exist; online and offline and I have tried to keep it that
way. That’s not to say that my generation haven’t embraced social media; most have, but I
have remained doggedly resistant to all things digital. I suppose I’m quite old fashioned like
that and much prefer things the way they ‘were’ in the old days when I was at school. Take
Twitter language as an example. I can’t recall a single occasion when I would have used a
hashtag in my youth, in fact, I probably didn’t even know it existed. Now everything has to be
hashtagged (is that even a verb?) which is so #unnecessary and #boring. Despite this, I have
been hashtagging away (when in Rome and all that) and am quickly becoming fluent in all
things Twitter (I have drawn the line at emojis though, it’s important to maintain some
standards). Also, so much effort has to be put into getting likes and retweets. It’s like taking
part in an endless popularity contest but one where you can never win and will ultimately be
left feeling inadequate.
Of course to young people today there is no separation between their online and offline worlds,
they simply have ‘life’, so my Twitter dilemma may sound rather unlikely and unduly dramatic
to them. However, my fears are well founded as many people have experienced problems
online and it’s almost impossible to prevent this from happening. In my ‘real’ world, I have
absolutely no exposure to abuse or harassment. I go about my day quite happily and, for the
most part, will only have pleasant exchanges with anyone I come across. There shouldn’t be
any reason why Twitter will be different and yet I am almost waiting for the first negative
comment to be posted. We all know that the online world can be like the Wild West at times,
a lawless state where people operate without any consideration for the consequences of their
actions. Twitter also seems to have removed people’s ability to have a sensible and polite
discourse. Where we used to have a straightforward exchange of opinions we now have
(metaphorical) shouting in (literal) capital letters. Some of the abuse and threats I have read
on Twitter are appalling and will undoubtedly compromise the mental health of the recipient.
Here’s hoping my account only attracts kind and helpful exchanges.
From @als_care I will be keeping you updated with developments from the Care and
Safeguarding Department as well as commenting on issues such as mental health. There
won’t be any personal content which will be welcome news to my ‘followers’ as I’m quite a
boring person and there’s only so many comments about the magnificence of my clothes
steamer (seriously) or the woeful inconsistency of Watford FC that anyone needs to read!
Please do take a look (and a follow) as I will be trying to post on a regular basis. I would also
recommend a quick look through the accounts I am following as these represent the very best
of autism, safeguarding, mental health, LGBT and POC/BME related twitter content.
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Autism Research and Development
Ms Micah Grimshaw, Head of Autism Research and Development

E: micah.grimshaw@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

The first week of Term 4 has been an extremely positive one – and as I type my article I can
smell the Scouse being prepared and I cannot wait for my bowlful. This is a great initiative
raising money for The Whitechapel Centre, who I met with recently to discuss providing Autism
training to their staff team later in the year.
I am also excited to announce that on 25 April, we will be hosting our first event for our first
ALS Research Focus Group. This group is made up of students who applied for the role, staff
members who are keen to drive forward the research and development function at our school,
and other volunteering parents and professionals. During the event, we will be gathering our
perspectives and experiences as well as exploring suggestions to influence and improve
existing practice and policy.
The purpose of this group is to ensure that our school provision reflects the school
community’s needs and priorities and what matters most to our community is what gets
research. The group will also ensure that those who take part in any research project gain a
positive experience.
If you are interested in attending either of the events detailed below, please write to me by
email: micah.grimshaw@abbotsleaschool.co.uk. The maximum number of group members is
20, and we only have a few places left. You may choose to attend either one or both of the
events. Refreshments will be provided, but please do bring a lunch.
Speaking of lunch, Miss Walker has just notified the staff that the Scouse is ready to be served!
I hope everyone has a great weekend.
ALS Research Focus Group – 25 April 2019
9:30-12:00 Employability
Special guests:
Joined by our Head of Secondary Department and Careers Leader, Job Coach and four
students undertaking their Supported Internship this year.
12:30-15:00 Girls and Autism
Special guests to be confirmed!
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Primary Department

Mr Scott-Scarth, Head of Primary Department
E: dean.scott-scarth@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

The students in the Primary Department have been busy cooking this week. EYFS/Key Stage
One made delicious Chocolate Cornflake Cakes for Fair Trade and Key Stage Two picked up
the culinary baton and ran with it in aid of World Scouse Day and The Whitechapel Centre.
The students planned their recipe's and visited the supermarket to source the many
ingredients that contribute to a hearty pan of Scouse (each one the secret recipe of the family
that made it!). The many slow cookers of Scouse were then descended upon by the staff and
demolished alongside a crust of bread and an optional helping of Red Cabbage.
Brazil Class got into the spirit of sourcing casserole vegetables for the pot, digging a Victory
Plot in the school allotment. The class were growing carrots which may grow just in time for
next year’s World Scouse Day feast.
We signed up to the Liverpool Active Promise this week. This is a city-wide commitment to the
health and well-being of our young people and a recognition of the potential change that
physical activity makes to young people's lives. We will continue to provide every opportunity
for every student (and staff) to move more every day to strengthen the physical and mental
well-being of all.
At Abbot's Lea School we provide a wealth of exciting experiences for our young people and,
in addition to our recent Travel to Tokyo project, we provide opportunities for students to:












Enjoy daily Sensory Circuit's, Wake up Shake up and the Daily Mile.
Active Break-times and Lunchtimes
Weekly Physical Education Lessons
Yoga sessions with Little Miss Sunshine
Weekly Trike and Bike sessions
Swimming
Golf
Judo
Dance
British Cycling
Climbing Wall

I am exhausted thinking about all of that activity!
Have a great weekend, I hope the sun comes out again.
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Secondary Department
Mr McVerry, Head of Secondary Department
E: anthony.mcverry@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Firstly, welcome back and I hope that many of you have had a chance to look at the video that
we put together at the end of last term to showcase the work and experiences that the students
have had over the first half of the year. It was brilliant to see all of the images captured in one
place and if you have not yet had a chance to see the video it is on our Facebook and Twitter
pages. I hope that the second half of the year is just as brilliant as the last and filled with as
many and if not more opportunities to develop our life skills.
It has already been a busy first week back, with lots of activities going on. The first of which
Key Stage 4 class, Papua New Guinea handing over a cheque to Alder Hey Children's Hospital
Charity. The money had been raised through their enterprise initiative, Cuppa New Guinea, a
cafe each week supplying staff with bacon butties, cheese toasties and hot drinks. The class
themselves decided that this would be the chosen charity for their earning and I am so proud
of their commitment to this and also their generosity in giving the money to charity. I would
also like to thank the staff in school for their commitment to making this initiative a success
and for constantly buying food from the class, without you, this would not be possible.
We held our annual careers fair in school, organised by Ms Caddick, our school Job Coach. It
was a great opportunity for students and families to come into school to discuss the future
opportunities within Abbot's Lea School and within the local colleges. Personally I enjoyed
chatting to students and families about our Supported Internship programme and I am pleased
to say that there seems to be an appetite for this initiative with more and more people
considering this as a real option for them in Key Stage 5.
Myself and Ms Caddick also completed our Compass Tracker, this is an online tool that we
use to track our progress against The Gatsby Benchmarks, a set of guidelines that our careers
curriculum and offer is assessed against. I am pleased to say that we have made vast
improvements on last year and we are also well ahead of our national partners.
Our Key Stage 3 football team competed in the league this week and came away with a victory,
a draw and two losses, it is great to be part of the league and for our students to represent the
school at external events.
It was also Global Scouse Day on Thursday and I want to thank all of the staff and the students
in the primary department for their hard work in preparing the event, I enjoyed my bowl of
scouse and particularly want to thank Mrs Walker for bringing me my own personal seasoning
and Mrs Murphy for her fabulous red cabbage.
I had the opportunity to deliver training to a group of Postgraduate students at Liverpool John
Moore's University on Thursday, it was a very well attended session and I feel it is so important
that educationalists get this type of autism awareness training on their course.
Finally, I deviated from my planned assembly this week to cover a topic that has been brought
to my attention in recent weeks and it is online safety. There is a lot going on in the world and
it is always good to reaffirm messages and make topics fresh again.
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School Business Support Team
Mrs Michelle Griffiths, Head of HR
E: michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

What an amazing week it has been with the lovely weather – our students have certainly been
taking advantage of it and maximising their time outdoors.
I would like to thank the Primary students who took part in Global Scouse Day for my amazing
lunch yesterday – well done to you all.
Hope everyone has a lovely weekend and the good weather holds out!

Mr Andrew Cocklin, Head of Finance and Operations
E: andrew.cocklin@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

We had a very busy and productive half term with lots of jobs being undertaken to continue
our improvement of the school site.
Two of the bigger pieces of work were the renovation of two of our toilets in the Primary
building and the creation of an outdoor learning building. Along with this various other tasks
such as painting of walls, creation of shelves and the building of two outdoor storage units
took place.
My thanks to Darren, our facilities manager and his team for their hard work over the half term
break and their continual efforts to raise the standard of our building provision across the whole
school site.
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Job Coach
Ms Claire Caddick, Job Coach
E: Claire.caddick@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

This week I have been working on destinations for September for some of our young people.
I have spoken to several parents and students about the supported internship options we have
here at Abbot’s Lea for those students in sixth form. It seems some parents and students are
under the presumption that being on an internship means that you are off the school roll and
do not have a place in sixth form due to being out with an employer. This is not correct. Our
interns are still Abbot’s Lea students and if for example two months in they decide they cannot
continue within a work place, they are able to return to their class at school.
It was great to chat to parents at our Careers Fair on Wednesday and talk through concerns
like this in order to ease anxieties. Our aim is to place students with employers and in careers
that they have an interest in, easing them in gently with a high level of support from an intern
jobs coach, myself and Mr McVerry.
I have also spent time filling in college applications with students for September and on
Tuesday had a planning day with Mr McVerry to assess our progress against the Gatsby
Benchmarks which are what regulates our careers and employability curriculum. We are doing
extremely well and we are way above the national average achieved by other schools.
On Wednesday the interns down at Amey presented professional presentations and spoke
fluently for over 5 minutes about areas they are passionate in. It is amazing to see how much
confidence they now have compared to when I first met them. They were also joined by a KS5
student who is out on work experience with a logistics employer.
If any parents want to talk about college and careers options please feel free to contact me.
Email: Claire.caddick@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Key Stage News and Updates
Early Years and Key Stage 1
Key Stage Leader: Miss O’Neill
Maria.O’Neill@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Ireland Class
Welcome back to everyone!
In Ireland class this week we have had lots of fun starting our topic of 'Our City.' We have been
learning all about Liverpool and places we go with our families. Thank you to all our families
for always sending in information and pictures to help us with our news! We have learnt that
pirates came from Liverpool. We read a lovely book called 'Tea time pirates and made some
pirate food.' Next Thursday is World Book Day and we will be embracing our pirate theme with
a Peter Pan party! Have a lovely weekend.
Wales Class
It’s been a fantastic week in Wales class. We have been learning about our amazing city,
Liverpool, and our landmarks. We found them on google earth and then saw some in real life
on our minibus trip on Tuesday. In maths we have been learning about coin recognition using
the slam ball and the scooter board. We have also been practicing our writing in our new
writing area in class and using the big chalks in the sunny playground. We enjoyed our last
dance session on Wednesday and made some tasty Fair Trade banana splits. We learnt about
farmers around the world and how we can help them get a fair price for the things they grow
and sell. Have a lovely weekend everyone.

Key Stage 2
Key Stage Leader: Mrs Lisa Walker
Lisa.Walker@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
A fantastic start to our new topic as all the classes begin to immerse themselves into Our City
and in particular Liverpool in the War. Well done everyone! Mrs Walker 
France Class
This week France class have had a great first week back at school after the holidays. On
Monday, we completed our news so that the teachers could read and see all of the exciting
things we had been doing over the half term. We also started our Judo lessons which we will
be doing every Monday morning over the next term. On Tuesday, we looked at what we would
like to learn in our next topic ‘Our City’. We also went on a walk around the school grounds to
look at microhabitats that are within our school. On Wednesday we peeled and chopped
potatoes and carrots to make scouse for global scouse day. We looked at what equipment we
used and why we use it. We also had turns at safely peeling and chopping them. On Thursday
we had yoga, we were all so rested that we were nearly falling asleep. On Friday we continued
with our life skills topic and socially speaking. A new group also started Lego therapy this week
and they are excited to continue to work together during this term. A great week back, well
done France class.
Spain Class
This week class Spain have been learning about Mersey rail in literacy as part of Our City
Theme. In Maths we have been learning about halves and quarters using the Numicon boards.
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Key Stage News and Updates
On Thursday class Spain went to play golf at Lee Park Golf Centre, where they had a go on
the driving range. Anthony said "That was the best day ever."
In Science we looked at living and non-living things.
USA Class

This week the boys have enjoyed Rock Climbing as our PE activity for this term and enjoyed
making and sharing Scouse for Global Scouse Day. Well Done boys!
Canada Class
Canada class had had a fantastic week back after half term. We have begun our new topic all
about the world war and looked at what it was like in the Anderson shelters. We worked well
to make Scouse in food tech and Canada had to teach Miss Abbott what it was! Canada have
been really active this week and enjoyed doing the daily mile in the sunshine and then relaxing
in yoga. To finish the week we have completed our sessions of Speak out Stay Safe and have
now all learnt how important it is to speak out. Well done Canada .
Italy Class
Welcome back to Italy class, it was lovely to hear the fantastic news from the half term break.
Thank you for sending lots of lovely photographs. On Monday we started our new topic in
Maths addition and subtraction. We have been learning to count groups of numbers and count
on from any number. We used number lines and cubes to support our learning. In Science we
are learning about forces and magnets. We completed an experiment about push and pull. On
Tuesday we introduced our new theme Our City Liverpool. We talked about Shirley Hughes a
famous author from Liverpool and we had a look at the different books she has written. In the
afternoon we discussed as a class Liverpool as a city and where we live. We had a look at
some famous landmarks using google maps and looked at where we live in the city. On
Wednesday we made the famous Liverpool scouse for Global Scouse Day. The pupils enjoyed
peeling, chopping and mixing the ingredients together. In the afternoon we went on the
minibus on a tour of Liverpool. We had a tick sheet with pictures on of famous landmarks. Well
done Italy class for a great first week back.
Brazil Class
We were off to a flying start on Monday with our new theme Our City. We are really keen to
be learning about WW2 and how it impacted on Liverpool.
We found out how WW2 is still very much part of our lives today as we read about Mi Amigo
and the flypast to honour some brave USA airmen in Sheffield during the holiday.
We have been researching rationing and healthy food choices. This led onto researching "Dig
for Victory" , designing our own posters and planting some vegetable seeds which we hope
will grow so we can eat them.
Global Scouse Day on Thursday gave us the perfect opportunity to prepare a simple recipe
that was easily adapted in war time; "Blind Scouse". We have some budding chefs in Class
Brazil!
We are listening to the Shirley Hughes book The Lion and the Unicorn; a very powerful story
by Liverpool author about an evacuee. We decided we have a lot to say "Thank you" for as
we wrote our lists of what we would pack!
Portugal Class
We've had a great first week back in Portugal class this week. On Tuesday we visited the
museum of Liverpool to learn more about our city during the war. We saw uniforms worn by
soldiers, medals and also looked at models of the docks and learnt about how important they
were to Liverpool. We all loved sitting in the train carriage from the overhead railway too! In
maths this week we have started learning about statistics and have had a great time asking
each other questions and completing tally charts.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 3
Key Stage Leader: Mr Mason
Ryan.Mason@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
We have had a great first week back in Key Stage Three this week. Three classes have started
their swimming lessons, whilst our KS Football team successfully participated in a tournament
against other teams in Liverpool. A cohort of our year 9 students also participated in the
'Extreme Wheels' project alongside students from Bank View High School, as always they
were a credit to Abbots Lea with their behaviour and attitudes, well done!
Botswana Class
An action packed week for class Botswana! We have enjoyed our first week of swimming
lessons at Halewood leisure centre. A big well done to all the pupils who participated. I would
also like to congratulate the Key Stage 3 football team for their participation at the Liverpool &
County FA football league that took place this week.
Madagascar Class
It has been a great start to the new half term in Class Madagascar. As part of our theme of
our city we have been looking into Liverpool landmarks and have been researching and
sketching them. In RE we looked at the story of Joseph and in Food Technology we began a
project where we will be designing and making our own burgers.

Mozambique Class
This week we have been looking at Our City theme and have been leaning about Frank Cottrell
Boyce in Literacy. We are studying one of his books, Millions and have been reading extracts
from the book. We have enjoyed this and will be watching the DVD next week. In Maths we
have now finished our work on statistics and have completed surveys about places we have
visited in Liverpool. In Geography we have used Google Earth to look at landmarks in
Liverpool and look at our own houses. In History we have looked at the origins of the Albert
Dock. We have made a spectacular cake in Food Technology called 'Wet Nelly' which is an
old Scouse version of fruit cake using leftovers. In Art we have made a large canvas collage
reproducing the Sergeant Peppers album cover and have added contemporary figures and
people of historical importance. We linked this lesson with ICT and had to copy a range of
famous pictures from the internet and paste them into a word document. In Science we have
been looking at materials and their properties and in Life Skills we have been looking at our
emotions and mental health.
Malawi Class
Malawi class' students have come back from the short break as ready to learn as ever before.
We've continued learning about homophones in English, writing sentences with double
homophones and sometimes, even three!
There, their, they're? They're having no trouble with their homophones over there anymore!
In Maths, we've been learning more about rounding numbers. We've even had a go at
rounding to the nearest thousand and in Science, our bright sparks have been learning
about the different components of electrical circuits.
We made some plain scones in Food Tech this week and spoke about what different
flavours we'd like to add if we make them again. Among cheese and strawberry, the
favourite choice was, unsurprisingly, chocolate! We also decided that, considering the old
argument about whether jam or cream goes on first, as long as it has both, it doesn't really
matter because, being the fastest food in the world, it's not long until it's scone!
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Key Stage News and Updates
Following our term topic 'Our City' we have started learning about how Liverpool became
one of the most important and richest cities in the British Empire and one of the most popular
cities in the world today. Despite living in the city, the class have been fascinated by the
History and facts surrounding our home and are excited to find out more!
Kenya Class
This week in Kenya we have started off the topic on 'Our City'. We have looked at famous
landmarks in Liverpool in Geography and created a fact-file for this. We have also began to
explore The Beatles in our Music lessons and will be looking at a variety of musicians from
Liverpool over the course of the term. In English we have begun to look at fiction and nonfiction. In Art we have begun to explore the work of Anthony Gormley and will be visiting
Crosby beach next week to view his 'another place' work. Students have also began to look
at the topic of well-being in their life skills lessons and this week focused on mental health.
Seychelles Class
This first week back has been an exciting one! Seychelles have begun their two week block
of swimming lessons and started their new topic on Our City, with a focus on Local
Landmarks. In Maths they have started exploring a new topic (fractions) and in Science have
begun studying the Solar System which will lead into how light and sound waves travel and
behave in different environments. In Geography and History they are going to consolidate their
map reading/making skills and study the human and physical factors which affect why and
where landmarks are built. In Design Technology we are going to begin planning designs for
our own structural landmark.
Have a terrific weekend!
Cape Verde Class
This week Cape Verde have enjoyed swimming lessons where they have been progressing
really well. We have also been looking at local landmarks in history and art.

Key Stage 4
Key Stage Leader: Miss Dallas
Katie.Dallas@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Samoa Class
Samoa class returned from the half term break ready to work hard and subsequently had an
amazing week. All pupils have made excellent progress in their Reading and Maths
assessments and we have welcomed the new theme of 'Our City' into our lessons. In ICT,
pupils learnt how to use to use street view on google maps to print screen famous landmarks
in Liverpool ahead of next week’s city tour. The weather at the beginning of the week allowed
us to really embrace our outdoor learning - we finished painting our Egyptian hieroglyphics
outside, and enjoyed lots of sensory time on our space hoppers on the field. We had our P.E
lesson outdoors, went walking through the woods and learnt how to give and follow directions.
In Food Tech we practised our independent flipping and frying skills, making some tasty
pancakes. We then created acrostic poems describing our pancakes. The pupils in Samoa felt
very passionate about their science lessons this week, learning about plastic pollution in the
world's oceans and the negative impact of this. We are working on ways to reduce our plastic
use and are planning a trip to a recycling plant and to litter pick on the beach. All pupils are
growing in confidence at telling the time on an analogue clock and converting between digital
and analogue times. A very productive week! 😊
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Key Stage News and Updates
Papua New Guinea Class
It's been a busy week in PNG! We began reading the original Romeo and Juliet text exploring
the themes and analysing the text. We also explored some hilarious Shakespearian language
and practiced our finest insults as the Montague's and Capulet's. In Maths we carried on with
our measuring unit converting different units of measurements. In History we learned all about
Rosa Parks and the brave movement she began in America. In Science we continued with
our space theme building models of the solar system.
On Wednesday we have a visit from Alder Hey’s fundraising representative who gave a
presentation about all the good work they do Cuppa New Guinea also presented Alder Hey
with a cheque for £70 from the proceeds of selling our delicious hot chocolates. Have a lovely
weekend everyone!
Australia Class
We have had a great first week back in class Australia. As part of this terms theme 'our city',
we have begun to read the Willy Russel play 'Our Day Out'. The students have loved
playing the different parts and getting into character, we can't wait to find out what happens
next!
On Thursday, the students made delicious pizza wraps in food technology. This sparked the
very important debate as to whether pineapple should be put on to pizzas, whatever the
students thought about this, they all agreed that the pizzas tasted fantastic!!
In science we conducted an experiment as part of our qualification. The students tested the
viscosity of different liquids by timing how long it took a paper clip to drop to the bottom of a
glass. The students did really well and completed their evaluations independently.
Christmas Island Class
Christmas Island has a busy week back after half term. We started the week learning all about
our very own River Mersey for the theme this term ‘Our City’. Pupils then designed their own
factsheets with the information learnt.
On Wednesday Christmas Island visited Fact Liverpool, we looked at the art exhibition and
the cinema. Pupils worked with 360 cameras, made a virtual reality film and designed their
own ‘Lab of the future’ pupils had a great time.
We also attended the career fair at our school, on Wednesday afternoon, which helped provide
the pupils with information on what is available to them for life after Abbot’s Lea. Christmas
Island also started a new art project in typography inspired by our city.
A full and exciting start of the term! Have a great weekend!

Key Stage 5
Key Stage Leader: Mr Davenport
Paul.davenport@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Tasmania Class
A big welcome back to all of our students in Tasmania class. We started the beginning of the
week with travel training. As a class we travelled on the minibus with one student giving a
member of staff directions for us to go to Speak Library so we could change our library books.
After visiting the library we walked over to Morrison’s so that we could get our ingredients for
our cookery lesson on Tuesday. On Tuesday we made our own chocolate chip cookies which
we all thought it tasted scrumdiddlyumptious. We made enough to take home for our family to
taste too.
On Wednesday we travelled to the gym using public transport. We walked to the bus stop and
got the 78 bus to Wavertree road then cut through a road walking by the library. On our way
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back to school we walk through Wavertree Park onto Smithdown Road and get the 76 bus
back to school.
During Maths this week we have been practising our times tables. We will be sending
homework home this week on our 6 times tables ready for a test next week on Friday. Get
practising……..
During English we have been started to practise instructional writing, we will continue with this
over the next week.
We are looking forward to the start of Dutch Farm next week which will commence again on
Wednesday then continue throughout the academic year every other week.
We hope you all have a great weekend and hope the sun is shining too.
Fiji Class
We began term 4 by cooking one of Fiji’s favourties, Spaghetti Bolognese. This term we are
concentrating on boiling, so we will be using the kettle and boiling in a pan throughout our
Food Tech lessons. All of Fiji’s cooking skills have developed amazingly but a special mention
goes to our Star Chef, Ryan Griffiths! Fantastic effort from Ryan this week as he cooked a
fabulous Spaghetti Bolognese and helped everyone else in his group to wash and tidy away.
Well done!
On Tuesday, we had two trips out. In the morning we walked to Tesco and practised our road
safety. Fiji’s confidence at crossing the roads and being safe whilst walking is growing so
much! In the afternoon we took the minibus to Central Library to return/exchange/renew our
library books. We love reading and enjoy picking books that interest us.
On Wednesday we began reading our new class book, Harry Potter and the Prisoner of
Azkaban. We have all seen the films but none of Fiji have read the books! We really enjoyed
the first chapter and look forward to reading the rest. In Maths, we have been concentrating
on learning our times tables. We have been working so hard to learn them!! A HUGE well
done to Caitlin, Sophie, Joe and Oliver who have worked really hard to try and learn them all.
Another HUGE well done to Tom, Dan, Luke, Sophie and Ryan who have all got 100% on
every times tables test! Amazing work everyone!!!
On Thursday we went to the gym using the public bus. We are getting more and more
confident when using public transport and we are continuing to develop our independence
when crossing roads.
We’ve had a great first week of Term 4!
New Zealand Class
This week we have been getting ready for the inaugural student assembly to be delivered next
Friday at 10.00 till 10.30. The assembly is entitled, "This Ability, not Disability" and will be
written, researched, compiled and in some part acted by students from New Zealand class.
The students have written, as part of their Asdan and English course, their own individual
parental invitation letter. If you wish to attend please complete the slip and return to school.
We have been continuing with our English and Maths lesson, and have read more chapters
of "The Midnight Gang," discussing along the way what adventures and dreams we would like
to encounter. We continued with our gym trip and lunch enterprise, and have begun planting
seeds as part of our horticulture project with Friends of Reynold's Park.
On Wednesday we held our College where students had the chance to meet with
representatives from City of Liverpool college, Knowsley College, Travel training, Greenbank,
Careers Connect and our very own job coach, Ms Claire Caddick.
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General
If you missed the college day do not despair, you can still contact school and speak to me
over college options!
Odd Facts of the week
1) Every Dutch Police Car Has a Teddy Bear in It. Dutch Police carry teddy bears with them
on the job in case they need to help out a traumatised child.
2) There’s an Opposite of Deja Vu. Called “jamais vu,” this phenomenon describes when you
know something has happened before, but it seems unfamiliar.
3) Selfies Kill More People Than Sharks. According to the International Shark Attack File,
there have been just 439 fatal shark attacks worldwide since 1958. That’s just 7.5 sharkrelated deaths per year. However, in India alone, 27 people perished from selfie-related
causes in 2015.
4) The Vatican’s Cash machines Are in Latin!

Inspirational quote
“I’d tell men and women in their mid-twenties not to settle for a job or a profession or even a
career. Seek a calling. Even if you don’t know what that means, seek it. If you’re following
your calling, the fatigue will be easier to bear, the disappointments will be fuel, the highs will
be like nothing you’ve ever felt.”
― Phil Knight, Shoe Dog: A Memoir by the Creator of NIKE
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Students of the week – Week 22
EYFS and Key Stage One
Ireland

Charlie Butler

Wales

Louie Goodwin
Key Stage Two

Peru

Joshua Tambling

Portugal

Alfie Henderson

USA

James Farrington

Brazil

Lewis Woods

France

John Archer

Canada

Isaac Chierico

Spain

Aiden Edgar

Italy

Khaya Masilela
Key Stage Three

Madagascar

Dominik Reid

Seychelles

Liam Poxon

Cape Verde

Githan Karthikeyanathan

Botswana

Rhys Edmonds-Ali

Mozambique

Kai Denney

Malawi

Levi Burnett-Egeonu

Kenya

Alex Carey
Key Stage Four

Australia

James Edmonds

Papua New Guinea

Joe Parry

Samoa

Kyle Peacock

Christmas Island

Joshua Owusu-Taylor
Key Stage Five

New Zealand

Ramy Zellagui

Tasmania

Luke Hill

Fiji

Joe Davidson
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Week 22 in pictures
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Week 15
in pictures
16
2019-20
Academic
Year
18
Term 1
Staff training day:

Monday, 2 September 2019 – school closed to students

Students arrive on:
2019

Tuesday, 3 September 2019Term ends on:

October Holiday:

Friday 25 October

Monday 28 October 2017 to Friday 1 November 2019

Term 2
Term starts on:

Monday 4 November 2019

Term ends on:

Friday 20 December 2019 - finishing at 1:30pm

Christmas Holiday:

Monday 23 December 2019 to Friday 3 January 2020

Term 3
Staff training day:

Monday 6 January 2020 – school closed to students

Students arrive on:

Tuesday 7 January 2020

Term ends on:

Friday 14 February 2020

February Holiday:

Monday 17 February 2020 to Friday 21 February 2020

Term 4
Term starts on:

Monday 24 February 2020

Term ends on:

Friday 3 April 2020 – finishing at 1:30pm

Spring Holiday:

Monday 6 April 2020 to Friday 17 April 2020

Bank holidays:

Friday, 10 April 2020 – Good Friday and Monday, 13 April 2020 – Easter Monday

Term 5
Staff training day:

Monday 20 April 2020 – school closed to students

Students arrive on:

Tuesday 21 April 2020

Bank holiday:

4 May 2020 – Early Bank Holiday Monday

Term ends on:

Friday 22 May 2020

May Holiday:

Monday 25 May 2020 (Bank Holiday) to Friday 29 May 2020

Term 6
Term starts on:

Monday 1 June 2020

Official leaving date:

Friday 26 June 2019* *Friday 26 June 2020 is an official leaving date for the
students in Year 11 as well as those in Key Stage Five who are finishing their
education at ALS that summer.

Staff Transition INSET:

Friday 10 July 2020 – school closed to students

Transition Week:

Monday 13 July-Friday 17 July 2020**

Students’ last day:

Friday 17 July 2020 – finishing at 1:30pm

Staff training day:

Monday 20 July – school closed to students

Term ends on:

Monday 20 July 2020

** Transition Week is a period of time during which the students will be taught in their next year’s classes
– this is to support smooth transition into ALS, into a new Department, Key Stage or a new class.
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Key Diary Dates
Our academic year 2018-19 term dates are available on our website:
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/ALS-Term-Dates-201819.pdf

Please note planned early finishes and closure dates, as known at present:
TERM 4:
Early finish on Friday, 5 April 2019 at 1:30pm
Spring Holiday: Monday 8 April 2019 to Monday 22 April 2019
Bank holidays:
Friday, 19 April 2019 – Good Friday
Monday, 22 April 2019 – Easter Monday
TERM 5:
Bank holiday:
Monday, 6 May 2019 – Early Bank Holiday Monday
May Holiday: Monday 27 May 2019 to Friday 31 May 2019
TERM 6:
Staff training day: Friday 12 July 2019 – school closed to students
Staff training day: Monday 22 July – Wednesday 24 July 2019 – school closed to
students
Summer Holiday: Thursday 25 July 2019
Bank holidays:
Monday 26 August 2019 – August Bank Holiday

Key Diary Dates for the remainder of the year can be found on our website,
under the EVENTS tab:
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/event

Next academic year, 2019-20 is also now planned, with the specific term dates
available for you to view on our website:
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/2019-20-termdates.pdf
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HOLIDAY:
Monday, 18 February 2019 to Friday, 22 February 2019
Head’sFEBRUARY
Weekly
Newsletter

TERM 4 - 30days
WEEK
NUMBER
23

24

W/C

Date

Event

Comment

 Lesson observations
 Primary Mad Science Event
Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Tue
5.3
 Lesson observations
 09:30-12:00 Dance Movement Therapy
 SCIP Training – Staff (offsite)
 Invite a Loved One to Lunch (Primary)
Wed
6.3
 Lesson observations
Mon 4.3.19

4.3

Thur

7.3

Fri

8.3

Mon 11.3.19

11.3.19

Tue

12.3

Wed

13.3

Thur

14.3






















WORLD BOOK DAY
Lesson observations
13:30-14:30 Dance Movement Therapy
Invite a Lunched One to Lunch (Primary)
Lesson observations
Departmental Assemblies
9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department
10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department
9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning
Mid-year Teachers’ PM review start
BRITISH SCIENCE WEEK (8 – 19 March 2019)
SIP Visit
BRITISH SCIENCE WEEK
09:30-12:00 Dance Movement Therapy
BRITISH SCIENCE WEEK
Governing Body Meeting
14:30-16:00 Primary Subject Leaders Computing Staff Training – School
Improvement
Sensory Network Group Visit
BRITISH SCIENCE WEEK
13:30-14:30 Dance Movement Therapy
14:30-16:00 English Subject Leader Briefing – School Improvement
Invite a Loved One to Lunch (Secondary)

Assemblies and Coffee Morning
are open to families. Parking is
available on site on a “firstcome-first-served basis” only. No
photography permitted.

16:30-18:30

25

26

Fri

15.3

Mon 18.3.19

18.3.19

Tue

19.3

Wed

20.3

Thur

21.3

Fri

22.3

Mon 25.3.19

25.3

Tue
Wed

26.3
27.3

Thur

28.3

Fri

29.3













BRITISH SCIENCE WEEK
Departmental Assemblies
9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department
10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department
9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning
Liverpool Quality Writing Mark Assessment Window 18 March - 25
March
Moderation Day
09:30-14:30 Dance Movement Therapy




12:00-15:00 – Educational Psychology Staff Clinic
13:30-14:30 Dance Movement Therapy
Teachers’ PM reviews complete
Departmental Assemblies
9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department
10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department
9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning
14:30-16:00 Math Subject Leader Briefing – School Improvement



09:30-12:00 Dance Movement Therapy




13:30-14:30 Dance Movement Therapy
09:00-15:00 Educational Visits Co-ordinator Training – School
Improvement
Departmental Assemblies
9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department
10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department
9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning




Assemblies and Coffee Morning
are open to families. Parking is
available on site on a “firstcome-first-served basis” only. No
photography permitted.

Assemblies and Coffee Morning
are open to families. Parking is
available on site on a “firstcome-first-served basis” only. No
photography permitted.

Assemblies and Coffee Morning
are open to families. Parking is
available on site on a “firstcome-first-served basis” only. No
photography permitted.
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27

Mon 1.4.19

1.4.19





Tue

2.4

Wed

3.4

Thur

4.4

Fri

5.4.19














Term 4 – Festival of Learning
Seeing is Believing for Governors
09:30-15:30 Sciencetastic, Fantastic Science Training – School
Improvement
Term 4 – Festival of Learning
Seeing is Believing for Governors
09:30-12:00 Dance Movement Therapy
Term 4 – Festival of Learning
Seeing is Believing for Governors
Term 4 – Festival of Learning
Seeing is Believing for Governors
Easter Bonnet Parade – Miss Sloan
13:30-14:30 Dance Movement Therapy
Term 4 – Festival of Learning
Departmental Assemblies
9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department
10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department
9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning



END OF TERM 4@13:30

Assemblies and Coffee Morning
are open to families. Parking is
available on site on a “firstcome-first-served basis” only. No
photography permitted.
13:30 finish
Packed lunch provided

SPRING HOLIDAY: Monday, 8 April 2019-Friday 19th April 2019
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