Head’s Weekly Newsletter
Issue 23, 8 March 2019

Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Dear Students, Families, Colleagues and Friends

What a week of celebrations!
We have engaged in the National Careers Week, National Apprenticeship Week,
International World Book Day, United Nations UNCEF Child Friendly City
programme and our own internal celebrations of the FAB! (simply FABulous!) “Invite
a Loved One To Lunch” project.
The students, inspired and supported wonderfully by the staff team, had so much fun
this week – I am sure you will agreed that the stories captured in this newsletter and
the articles on our Facebook and Twitter accounts will have given you a great live
reporting on the school’s activities.
Today is, in fact, another day of celebration – an International Women’s Day – whilst
not celebrated as widely as the above initiatives this week, I want to extend my sincere
thanks to all the women of Abbot’s Lea School community for managing to combine
the many – often conflicting and always busy – roles we play in the lives of others.
On a related note, it was brought to my attention that, for the first time ever, we had
an equal number of men and women attend our “Invite a Loved One to Lunch” the
other day – this is wonderful!
I therefore thank all in equal measures: all the boys and girls, the female and male
staff members, the mums and dads, the grandmothers and grandfathers, all the sisters
and brothers, the aunts, uncles and cousins, the dedicated carers and advocates and
all of the friends and supporters of Abbot’s Lea School for helping us be the best
specialist school in the world!
Without each other – we are nothing!
I hope you enjoy this issue of the Head’s Weekly Newsletter and have a wonderful
weekend!

Kind regards
Mrs A. Hildrey
Headteacher

Lots of Socks Day
Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’
We would like once again to invite both students and staff to participate in World Down
Syndrome Day on March 21 by wearing your most mismatched, wild or funky socks and
donating £1 to the Down's Syndrome Association.
Over the past two years the school has raised £250 which has gone towards research and
training for young people and adults with Down's syndrome.

Wear your #LotsOfSocks with pride on World Down
Syndrome Day 21 March 2019!
Wear them at home, nursery, school, college, university,
work, play, travel, on holiday…wherever you are and
whatever you’re doing on the day!
Make sure to take pictures and videos and post them on
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram using the hashtags
#LotsOfSocks, #WorldDownSyndromeDay and #WDSD19…
We love seeing and sharing everyone’s

#LotsOfSocks pictures!"
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Charity Football Match
Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’

We would love families to get involved, please contact Mr Ryan Mason for
further details:
ryan.mason@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Car Parking – Safety Alert
Parking for visitors is very limited on Abbot’s Lea School site.
Parking is available to visiting parents, families, friends or
professionals on a first-come first-served basis only with no
guarantee of a parking space.
Please may I request that ALL parents visiting, dropping and
collecting children from school only park in the allocated few
visitor spaces. If all of the spaces are taken, please leave the
site and either return a little later in the hope for a space, or
park in the neighbourhood instead.
Please DO NOT park in other areas, including on double yellow
lines, kerbs, grass or the pedestrian crossing area, leading up
to the entrance to The House.
Such parking is causing obstructions for the minibuses and our
children’s safety is at risk when they try to walk on site or get
onto or out of the minibuses.
I know you will agree with me that our children’s safety is
paramount and that I can count on your full collaboration.
Thank you in advance for your support.
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Safeguarding Online
Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’

We talk to children about online safety a lot!

We also regularly update our guidance as to how to stay safe online and how the adults can
help a child navigate the wonderful, yet at times dangerous online world.
This article addresses the area of parental guidance and support in light of the recent
safeguarding issue online.
A recent social media challenge targeting children and young adults called the “Momo
Challenge,” has created concern throughout the country due to its disturbing nature.
We take the safeguarding of our young people very seriously at Abbot’s Lea School and the
purpose of this article is to make you aware of this challenge, provide you with information
about it, and urge you to monitor your children’s use of social media and the Internet.
The challenges issued in this game present a serious risk to the safety, welfare and wellbeing
of children and young people as does the distressing content when a player refuses to carry
on.
The “Momo Challenge,” a game found on multiple platforms including You Tube, Facebook
and WhatsApp, features a frightening avatar who asks its viewers to perform various tasks
and provide photos as proof.
The "Momo" threatens those who do not perform the tasks and is allegedly encouraging
children to self-harm and try to kill themselves.
A person doesn’t have to be searching for “Momo” themselves to be exposed to it and, unlike
other games that children enjoy, there is no positive side to this.
Schools and families need to educate and reinforce online safety, and in this way encourage
children and young people to make the right choice and avoid this game.
The following websites provide excellent advice and guidance about online safety and are well
worth a look.

www.saferinternet.org.uk
www.internetmatters.org
www.thinkuknow.co.uk

If you have any concern, please speak to Miss Alison Twomey, Head of Care and
Safeguarding:
Alison.twomey@abbootsleaschool.co.uk
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Noticeboard

The FAB! Team - on behalf of the amazing students here at Abbot's Lea School - are
delighted to invite you to eat lunch with your child during w/c Monday 11 March 2019.
For a nominal cost of £4 per guest our amazing school meals providers Food For
Thought will be catering a selection of outstanding fresh and home-made family foods
for you to enjoy - we would love it if you could join us!

Secondary Department
Thursday, 14 March 2019 Sitting One: 12 noon Sitting Two: 1pm
o Homemade Chicken Curry, Rice and Yoghurt/Cucumber Dip or Quorn Dipper
Wraps and Salad. Homemade Vanilla Iced Cake for Dessert
Response letters have been sent home, if you would like another one, please email
reception@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Care and Safeguarding
Ms Alison Twomey, Head of Care and Safeguarding
E: Alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

I often read about issues in the news that make me feel worried about society today, and the
world in which our children are growing up. Often this can be related to safeguarding issues
where the risk to children is from adults. Recently however, the news seems to be full of stories
where the risk to children is not from abusive adults but from other children themselves.
Since my last newsletter article, three teenagers have tragically lost their lives as a result of
stabbings. Jodie Chesney was killed in an east London park as she played music with friends,
while Yousef Ghaleb Makki was stabbed to death in the village of Hale Barns, near Altrincham.
A further male, described as in his late teens, lost his life yesterday after being stabbed multiple
times in West London. Sadly these are not an unusual events. The number of offences
involving knives or sharp instruments has increased by 30% since 2011. Indeed, 10 teenagers
have been killed so far this year and it would appear that a knife-carrying culture has
established itself in parts of the UK.
In trying to understand what drives a young person to carry a weapon and use it to kill, some
researchers believe there is a link between school exclusion and a life of criminality. Excluded
students are, apparently, twice as likely to carry a knife as their peers. Ofsted joined the debate
this week, insisting it had seen “no convincing evidence that exclusions, in and of themselves,
lead to knife crime or gang violence.” It was, however, “likely that exclusions are caused by
the same underlying factors as violent crime and therefore affect many of the same young
people.” A recent report from Anne Longfield, the children’s commissioner for England,
highlighted “extensive evidence linking school exclusions with gang involvement”, and warned
that some alternative provision for excluded pupils has become “gang grooming grounds”.
Yet the police say the type of person involved in knife crime has changed. Whereas in the past
it was often a gang-related issue, now they estimate 75% of those caught have no connection
to gangs. This can make it harder for officers to target those responsible. The governments
first-ever Serious Violence Strategy, which was released in April 2018, highlighted the impact
of social media in the wake of several murders linked to online arguments. The report said the
availability of smartphones has “created an almost unlimited opportunity for rivals to
antagonise each other” sparking cycles of tit-for-tat violence. Social media is also used for
drug dealing and recruiting runners by depicting lavish lifestyles perceived as unattainable
through legal means. The growing phenomenon of “county lines” drug gangs, which supply
from cities into rural areas, was also cited in the report as a driver of violence because of
bloody turf wars between rivals.
Knife crime is clearly a complex issue and there will be no quick fix to the problem. It is
imperative for schools, youth groups and families to do everything in their power to steer young
people away from gang culture and provide a more appealing future than a life of crime. We
must also educate young people that carrying a knife will not offer any protection but will, in
all likelihood, massively increase the risk of serious injury or death.
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Autism Research and Development
Ms Micah Grimshaw, Head of Autism Research and Development
E: micah.grimshaw@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Research participation opportunity for families:
The University of Derby has invited families of Abbot’s Lea School to take part in a research
project to deepen the shared understanding of the relationship between parents and children
who are autistic. The project titled, “How parents understand autism in relation to the individual
characteristics of their children with autism” aims to use the findings to develop an effective
intervention that will lead to improvements in the quality of life for autistic people.
Any parent of a child with an autism diagnosis can participate in this research project by
completing an online questionnaire that will take approximately 20 minutes to complete. Follow
this link to the survey: https://derby.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_b91MjI3vqYUYRV3
All participants will be made anonymous in all subsequence research reports and the data
collected will remain strictly confidential.
The second group for the dance movement therapy research has been well underway this
week. Here are some pictures of the fun we have been having expressing our emotions as
movements:

Have a good weekend everyone!
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Primary Department

Mr Scott-Scarth, Head of Primary Department
E: dean.scott-scarth@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

The rain this week has not dampened our spirits, the students of the Primary Department
starting their week with Mad Science, a workshop that encourages scientific literacy in
students. The students watched and completed scientific experiments, delivered by the Mad
Science, Mad Scientist.
World Book Day washed up on our shores today, with a Peter Pan themed party in the school
hall. Students and staff attended school in a variety of exciting costumes, with characters from
the Wizard of Oz, Alice in Wonderland and Peter Pan. The students enjoyed a pirate inspired
feast, went on treasure hunts and looked for lost Doubloons.
Our classes have continued to study a wide variety of exciting topics this week, Brazil Class
creating the experience of World War Two evacuees. They read The Lion and the Unicorn
and reading and writing creative messages about the experience.
Canada Class visited St Luke's, the Bombed Out Church in Liverpool. They explored the city’s
landmarks, stopping at St Luke's to see the famous church with the missing roof, removed
during the Second World War.
Our classes enjoyed "Pancake Tuesday", cooking delicious pancakes and topping them with
exciting and adventurous tastes and treats. This was a wonderful way for students to explore
tastes, textures and fulsome flavours, all wrapped up in a tasty treat.
Have a wonderful weekend, I hope the weather improves.
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Secondary Department
Mr McVerry, Head of Secondary Department
E: anthony.mcverry@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

The end of a very busy week within the secondary department, lots of focus on National Careers Week
2019.
On Monday we started the week with a crime scene being found in the KS4/5 building. This was
developed as part of the schools commitment to the Liverpool Quality Writing Mark. Students from
across the department had to solve the murder that had taken place over the weekend, all linked to the
Robert Browning poem, Porphyria's Lover. I myself took part in the activities being questioned by
classes as the only witness to have seen Porphyria running away from the library. Thank you to
everyone who led on this, particularly Miss. Dallas and Miss. Purcell who organised the whole event for
our budding investigators and journalists.
On Tuesday Aloft Hotels came into school to talk to a group of KS4/5 students about the Supported
Internship programme that they have committed to from September 2019. It was great to see how on
board they are and how engaged and excited our students are about this opportunity.
On Wednesday I spent the day at the School Improvement Liverpool SEND update. As the only
professional present currently working in a specialist school, it was good to hear that we are well on our
way to supporting individuals with the same opportunities as their peers. Our students also started back
at Dutch Farm, focussing on the completion of their John Muir Award
On Thursday, our year 9 students had a very busy day, with three groups taking part in three different
external activities. The first group continued with their Wheels Extreme project at Bankview High School
with a BMX session. The second group continued with their swimming sessions at Halewood Leisure
Centre with our year 8 students. Finally our third group spent time at the University of Liverpool seeing
what life as a student is like. They took part in a session in the university art gallery, a campus tour and
even got to have their lunch in The Guild of Students.
In the afternoon the entire department took part in Peter Pan themed party for World Book Day. It was
great to see all of the students in either a costume or their Pyjamas for the party.
Our HLTA team also took part in a session delivered by The Brook that will lead to sessions in school
discussing periods with our cohort of girls. This is much needed and something that has created a lot
of media interest recently. It is essential and fits neatly into our Life Skills and Sex and Relationships
curriculum
Today I was blown away by class New Zealand in KS5. A couple of weeks ago they asked to lead an
assembly, which I thought was a great idea. I had recently been covering the topic of diversity and gave
them the topic of disability. All I can say is I am so proud of all of you and the staff team, you are
exceptional and you are ambassadors for our whole school, delivering a brilliant and emotive assembly,
well done.
We also welcomed local MP, Maria Eagle into school today to meet with the students from Class
Australia in KS4 who won the BIMA Digital Day Challenge. Today she met the staff and students behind
the project and again, every single one of you are a credit to the school.
It has been a very busy week in the department as you can see and I have been moved by the students
this week in everything they have done.
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School Business Support Team

Have a brilliant weekend
.

Mrs Michelle Griffiths, Head of HR
E: michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

This week was designated National Apprenticeship Week which is an annual celebration of
apprenticeships and brings the whole apprenticeship community together to celebrate the
impact of apprenticeships on individuals, employers and the economy. We are lucky at Abbot's
Lea School to employ 2 great apprentices who are a credit to the school and contribute
positively to our work. Well done for all your hard work Ross and Jamie.
I attended the Health and Wellbeing at Work Conference in Birmingham this week. This is the
UK's leading forum for improving the health, wellbeing and performance of work-aged people
and attracts key decision makers from both the public and private sectors. I attended
interesting sessions by West Midlands Police and Combined Authority and Ford about
developing and embedding wellbeing commitments and practice in the workplace. I also
attended interesting sessions on the using of coaching both to tackle mental health issues and
enhancing resilience in senior leaders in schools. All were really helpful sessions with practical
learning that can be brought back to school and implemented. It was reassuring to see that
mental health had such a high profile on the agenda and to see companies being so proactive
about supporting their employees.
Finally I would like to say how amazing all of our students looked in their costumes for World
Book Day this week and hope all of the families and students enjoyed their lunch at our Invite
a Loved One to Lunch event this week. What an amazing turnout!

Mr Andrew Cocklin, Head of Finance and Operations
E: andrew.cocklin@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Next week we welcome Liverpool City Council's Audit team. Many people are wary when audit
arrive, I always view it as a positive experience. It’s an opportunity to show what we are doing
well, where we are implementing change and also to receive constructive feedback on what
we could do better. It’s a valuable learning experience!
The audit covers a wide range of areas, including governance, finance, asset management
and school meals. I will provide an update once completed.
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Job Coach
Ms Claire Caddick, Job Coach
E: Claire.caddick@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

This week has been a week full of 'NATIONALS':




National Careers week
National Apprenticeship week
National Book Day (okay I know it's world day but it is celebrated nationally!)

As part of careers week we had Aloft hotels visit the secondary department to present to those
young people who are interested in taking part in a supported internship in hospitality. They
spoke to several students including a student who has moved on from Abbot's Lea. The
presentation was all about careers in hospitality and we didn't realise how big of a company
Aloft were as they are part of the Marriott chain, managed by an additional company with
another 7 hotel chains and they own the NYL restaurant next to the hotel.
They have welcomed us to go and visit the hotel and then begin taster days. The areas
available for the 4 day a week internship are;




Kitchen roles as a trainee sous chef
Customer service roles in NYL restaurant and brasserie
Trainee receptionist roles in the hotel

On Wednesday with the interns and a KS5 student I delivered a session on apprenticeships.
We made accounts on the national apprenticeship website where all of the apprenticeship
opportunities in Liverpool are advertised. We looked at the types of apprenticeships available
and how to apply for these and what criteria is needed. We will be doing a follow up activity
on apprenticeships as I will be encouraging the interns to look at this route for career
progression. I also met with Alder training who have been taken over by Regenda Housing
who we are partnering with on supported intern placements for September 2019. We
discussed a few areas of added value for both the school and for Alder and I am working with
our Head of Autism, Research and Development on this.
As always, I have been speaking to parents about their child’s destination for this September
and organising more taster days with local colleges to give our students the opportunity to
make an informed decision. On Friday I went to watch the secondary assembly and it was
amazing! Well done to New Zealand class and to Mr Davenport for working hard on leading
on assembly and tackling a subject that needs to be talked about much more openly and
honestly. I am looking forward to seeing assemblies led by the students more often.
Have a great weekend
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Key Stage News and Updates
Early Years and Key Stage 1
Key Stage Leader: Miss O’Neill
Maria.O’Neill@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Ireland Class
This week was packed with lots of fun learning! On Monday we had an exciting visit from the
Mad Scientists who came to show us cool science experiments and facts about space! This
week we made Lambananas and learnt all about Liverpool buildings. We learnt to collage and
make a joint piece of art. On Thursday we loved our Peter Pan Party in the hall! It was amazing
and a fantastic week!
Wales Class
Well done to everyone in Wales class for a fantastic week. We have been reading the
swashbuckling adventures of Peter Pan in our class this week and have been collecting data
about our favourite pirates! A really great start to our pirate theme. On Monday we enjoyed
‘Mad Science’ and found out what it would be like to be an astronaut! We have created some
beautiful Liverpool Landmarks artwork and have been continuing our work on what makes
Liverpool so special. On Thursday we celebrated World Book Day with our Peter Pan
spectacular in the hall. We played lots of games like ‘pirate pong’ and ‘walk the plank’! It was
lots of fun. Have a lovely weekend everybody.

Key Stage 2
Key Stage Leader: Mrs Lisa Walker
Lisa.Walker@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
A fabulous and diverse week of learning this week including launching British Science Week
and National Careers Week with a visit from Mad Science, learning about Evacuees in
Liverpool in WWII, celebrating World Book Day and Inviting Loved Ones to Lunch - the
students have all thoroughly enjoyed, well done !! Mrs.Walker 
France Class
This week France class had a great day on Monday completing the Mad Scientist workshops.
On Tuesday we started looking at WW2 and evacuation and started to discuss how they would
be feeling. On Wednesday we started looking at The Lion and The Unicorn. On Thursday we
celebrated World Book Day and enjoyed the Peter Pan party Miss O'Neill put together. Well
done France class.
Spain Class
The students in Spain class have had a very exciting week and have engaged in activities for
"Mad Science Week," "Fairtrade Fortnight," and "World Book Day."
The students have enjoyed conducting scientific experiments, making fruit skewers using
Fairtrade products and engaging with a range of exciting activities around World Book Day.
On Wednesday, the students thoroughly enjoyed their minibus trip to Liverpool to observe
famous Liverpool landmarks.
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Key Stage News and Updates
USA Class
The class have thoroughly enjoyed all of the activities this week .... in particular World Book
Day yesterday where they enjoyed using their social skills to run the refreshments stall . In
maths we have been multiplying and in Our City themed work they designed a persuasive
poster for Liverpool in WWII. Super work everyone! Mrs. Walker 
Canada Class
It has been a busy week. We started off with a mad scientist visiting us, it was great to see all
the experiments and learn about science. On Tuesday we celebrated Pancake Day and a
birthday, then on Wednesday we took part in our first dance session of the term. This week
we have continued our topic on the war and looked at when the children were evacuated.
Canada class decided what they would take in their suitcase if they were an evacuee and then
got into the role of some of the characters, hot seating, to know how it felt for the children. We
visited the bombed out church (St Luke's) on Monday and saw how it was destroyed in The
Blitz. The students really enjoyed this.
We wrapped up the week with our Peter pan themed activities for World book day and all
dressed as our favourite characters. Excellent week with lots of celebrations.
Italy Class
On Monday we joined in with Science day in the Primary Department. We listened to an
assembly and took part in a workshop with Mad Science. It was great fun and all the pupils
enjoyed it. In the afternoon we completed our news activities. On Tuesday we continued with
our number topic and created some addition sums using the Numicon tiles. Some pupils had
the opportunity to write their number sums on our new writing board. We celebrated Pancake
Day on Shove Tuesday and made our own pancakes with our favourite toppings. We created
a shopping list in English of the ingredients we would need. In the afternoon we did reading
and Yoga with Miss Katie. On Wednesday we continued making addition sums with our
Numicon tiles and introduced our topic World War 2. On Thursday we celebrated World Book
Day and took part in activities through the day.
Brazil Class
Our week has been great starting with the visit from Mad Scientists on Monday when we
enjoyed the assembly then had a go at space activities in workshops. We focused on Fair
Trade Fortnight in our food Tech lesson, using Fairtrade bananas and sugar to make cakehope you enjoyed it!
In English we have carried on with The Lion and the Unicorn book writing to persuade friends
to leave the city for the countryside as an evacuee... quite a dilemma but most of us opted for
the safety of the countryside although we would really miss home.
World Book Day was fun yesterday with a chance to play a range of games related to JM
Barrie's Peter Pan story.
We ended our busy day with a great calming yoga session- just what we needed!
Portugal Class
This week in Portugal class, we have thought about what being evacuated during World War
2 would be like. We discussed the advantages and disadvantages and even acted out the day
of an evacuee. We all wore labels with our names on and the children were given jobs to
complete. We had lots of fun!
Some of the children took part in Invite a Loved One to Lunch, it was lovely to see so many
parents join us for lunch.
We are looking forward to another exciting week of learning next week!
Have a lovely weekend!

Page 15 of 34

Key Stage News and Updates
Peru Class
We’ve had a fun filled, busy week this week! On Monday the pupils enjoyed a visit from Mad
Science, taking part in lots of different experiments about Space. On Tuesday we had lots of
fun designing and creating our own pancake toppings, the pupils particularly enjoyed taking
turns flipping them in the pan! For English this week we have focused on story structure and
sequencing. The pupils have learned the story of the ‘runaway pancake’ and have worked
hard retelling the story to their peers and sequencing the different parts. For World Book day
this year we have picked the story Peter Pan. The whole class had a great day enjoying the
themed activities in the hall and celebrating the day. 

Key Stage 3
Key Stage Leader: Mr Mason
Ryan.Mason@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
What a busy week we have had in KS3 this week! We have had classes out swimming, a
group representing Abbots Lea in the ‘Exreme Wheels’ group at Bank View High School and
we have had a group of year 9 students attend an open day at Liverpool University. We have
also celebrated World Book day and been busy with lots of exciting learning opportunities
linked to our school theme of ‘Our City’. We hope you all have a great weekend!
Botswana Class
Botswana have had a great week! We finished our final week swimming and the pupils have
all made great progress in the sessions. In class we have been looking at adding fractions in
Maths and researching the slave trade in English and History.
Madagascar Class
We have had a very busy week in Madagascar this week! We have continued with the ‘Our
City’ theme and have been learning about the history of Liverpool and its music and culture.
The students made PowerPoints on The Albert Dock and Liverpool based music bands. In
Food tech this week we have been looking at different kinds of burgers and made a variety of
burgers including beef, turkey and veggie. The students all did fantastic, showing amazing
team work skills and following the recipe instructions as a group. In P.E this week, the students
enjoyed a basketball lesson from a professional basketball player. They learnt new skills,
techniques and had loads of fun playing basketball games together! On Thursday the class
went out for a visit to Liverpool John Moore’s University, we took part in an art lesson in Victoria
Gallery and some of the students attending the university gave us a tour of the campus. Our
students thoroughly enjoyed the day! Finally, we all enjoyed the Peter Pan themed party for
World Book Day this year, the decorations looked fantastic and the students did an amazing
job running the games and refreshment stalls! Have a great weekend 

Mozambique Class
This week we have enjoyed learning about fractions in Maths and have watched the film
'Million' in Literacy by Frank Cottrell Boyce. We all agreed that this film was excellent! We
loved making pancakes and had a range of toppings on them. We were all good at flipping the
pancakes. In Art we have continued our work on the Sergeant Pepper album cover and in
Geography we looked at Liverpool landmarks and decided where we would like to go on a trip.
We had a wonderful World Book Day and enjoyed the activities in the hall. In Science we have
learnt about the flexibility of materials and general properties and how they are suited to a
product. In Life skills we have been doing mindfulness activities which we have enjoyed. We
have had a great week and are looking forward to Science week next week and swimming.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Malawi Class
Malawi class celebrated Pancake Day in Food Tech this week. Instead of making pancakes,
we skipped to everyone's favourite part and tasted some different flavours! There was banana,
chocolate, blueberry & lemon and, the resounding favourite; bacon! However, the FLIP-side
was the students didn't know the flavours and had to guess; most of the class battered the
flavours in their feedback but everyone tried all the flavours and we identified some very sharp
palates!
In Art, we have been designing and started making our own papier-mache masks. It was
wonderful to see everyone's individual designs and how excited they were to get them started.
This will be an ongoing project so watch this space for further updates!
For World Book Day, we made decorations for our Peter Pan themed events and then enjoyed
the day by having Twisted Tale story time, took part in a book quiz and drew World Book Day
character selfies.
Kenya Class
This week in Kenya class we have continued looking at Anthony Gormley's work in Art, we
visited Crosby beach and looked at his "Another Place" display. We have continued to focus
on well- being in our Life Skills lesson and the students discovered and practiced a variety of
strategies relating to mindfulness. The students have also participated in a variety of activities
for World Book Day and all of our students enjoyed participating in a 'Countdown' style game
where they needed to make different words out of one word. Finally on Friday the student
looked at International Women’s Day and celebrated the important female figures in their lives.
Seychelles Class
What another busy week! Seychelles have continued their two week block of swimming
lessons in the mornings. In the afternoons we have built (excuse the pun) on the topic of Local
Landmarks. In Science we introduced the concepts of heliocentrism and geocentrism. We
looked at the different orbits of planets in our Solar System and compared the size of objects
in space. In Geography and History we explored the seven original streets of Liverpool. We
looked at What's in a name? discussed reasons behind each street's name. We had to think
about what the words mean and how they might relate to Liverpool. In Design Technology we
began constructing our landmarks using last week's planning designs.

Cape Verde Class
Cape Verde have had a busy, tiring but very productive week finishing off our two week block
of swimming. All the pupils who managed to go into the water have made tremendous
progress in terms of confidence, stamina and technique from their various starting points.
Several pupils have managed swimming 25m non-stop for the first time. The staff have felt
privileged to be part of it.
A thanks to the Primary Department is needed for their 'Peter Pan' event. It proved very
popular giving invaluable positive social time as a whole department.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 4
Key Stage Leader: Miss Dallas
Katie.Dallas@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Samoa Class
We started the week with a hop-on hop-off sight-seeing trip in our city. Visiting local landmarks
and having our photographs taken! We then created Lambanana art using typography and
filing our Lambanana with key words relating to Liverpool. Tuesday was an amazing day collapsed curriculum English day studying the Robert Browning poem Porphyria's Lover. Our
job was to solve the murder. We created missing posters, collected evidence from the crime
scene, interviewed a key witness, story-boarded a confession and finally wrote newspaper
articles detailing the day’s events. All pupils fully engaged with these activities and had a great
time! Some amazing work produced! Thanks Miss Dallas and Miss Purcell for arranging it.
We followed up our English work in ICT, formatting our own newspaper templates to create
word-processed reports. In maths, we learnt how to tell the time using Roman numerals, and
everyone got very sweaty in PE completing some challenging circuit training to raise our heart
rates and improve our cardiovascular fitness. Big well done to every pupil for joining in and
trying their best! In food tech, we worked independently to cook up delicious baguette pizzas,
and we collated our ideas about furnishing our new outdoor log cabin. In science, we continued
studying the impact of water pollution on the oceans and made some poignant posters. Finally,
we discussed the importance of looking after our mental and physical health and our motto for
the forthcoming week is "be kind to your mind."
Papua New Guinea Class
Another busy week in PNG. We were pleased to receive a certificate from Alder Hey thanking
us for the hard work we did raising money in Cuppa New Guinea. In the Cafe we also had a
change of roles to gain even more experience of different catering jobs.
On Monday we took part in the LWQM event solving the case of tragic Porphyria. We enjoyed
questioning witnesses, discovering motives and investigating a crime scene. We also
continued studying Romeo and Juliet writing a TV report on the fierce duel that takes place in
Act 1.
In Maths this week we were gaining more practice of our measuring skills in preparation for
our end of year exam. In History we continued our study of Rosa Parks exploring her life and
what effect she has had on people across the generations. A truly inspiring woman.
Have a lovely weekend everyone!
Australia Class
This week class Australia joined up with KS3, KS4 & KS5 to become detectives, they had to
solve the murder of Porphyria - based on Robert Brownings poem ‘Porphyria’s Lover’. Class
Australia worked great as a group and by looking at all the evidence managed to solve the
crime! Well done team!!
We have also been continuing to read ‘Our day out’ in English, the students are really enjoying
getting into their characters and trying out different roles. We look forward to continuing with
this and to start doing some role-play of our own.
Christmas Island Class
What an exciting week Christmas Island has had this week! We enjoyed a collapsed
curriculum project on Monday and Tuesday which involved taking on the role of detectives
and solving a murder mystery. The pupils had to identify evidence, interview a witness and
conclude with a professional newspaper article which was a great success. Along with this,
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Key Stage News and Updates
we also had the pleasure of celebrating World Book Day 2019 in the hall with intriguing films,
lots of games and snacks. There was great effort put into fancy dress and fantastic props to
interact with - the pupils had a lot of fun! Obviously school wouldn't be school without some
lessons thrown in the works too, and this week the pupils have progressed further in Maths,
learning how to calculate the area of different shapes. They have also looked further into the
history of our city, along with experimenting with hand drawn typography in art, in a
recognisable Liverpudlian style.
Have a great weekend! We look forward to what next week will bring! Team Christmas Island.

Key Stage 5
Key Stage Leader: Mr Davenport
Paul.davenport@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Tasmania Class
This week in Tasmania started with us walking around the school grounds and litter picking all
of the rubbish up. After picking the rubbish up from around school we walked to Calderstones
Park. We found that Calderstones Park was extremely clean and had no rubbish around for
us to clean. That showed us what a fantastic job the park people are doing from the council
and keeping our parks clean.
On Tuesday for our cookery lesson we made some delicious sausage rolls and pancakes.
Some of the students thought that the pancakes might have needed a bit of sugar in the
mixture to make it a bit sweeter. But they all ate the pancakes and enjoyed making the mixture
from scratch.
On Wednesday we split our class, some went to the gym travelling by public transport and we
started Dutch farm again which was fantastic. All of the students worked extremely hard in the
poly tunnel and the green house. We started to get the beds ready turning over the soil ready
for the seeds that we were sown that day. To finish the morning off at Dutch Farm we fed the
four big pigs before we headed back to school.
Fiji Class
Pancake day “creped” up on Fiji this year as we started our week mixing our own batter and
creating delicious pancakes. We practised our chopping skills as we prepared the fruit we
used for toppings. Some of our Fiji chefs aren’t the biggest fans of fruit, but every single one
of them participated in a taste test and some of them even found out that fruit wasn’t so bad
after all! A special mention to our Star Chef, Sophie King!! Sophie not only tried fruit, she did
it with a positive attitude and also made scrumptious pancakes! Well done Sophie!!
On Tuesday, we turned into investigators. A crime scene appeared in our building and there
was a gruesome murder! We had to work together to gather evidence, interview witnesses
and analyse information to be able to discuss what we thought might have happened. We all
enjoyed this task and managed to catch the murderer!
In ASDAN, we have been focusing on the environment. As the weather was nice on Tuesday
afternoon, we took a trip to Sefton Park with some litter pickers where we filled 8 carrier bags
of litter throughout the park. A special mention to Jay Wagner who found the most litter and
completely filled his bag. Well done to everyone for working hard and making such an effort
to clean our environment.
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Key Stage
Stage News
News and
and Updates
Updates
Key
We had 2 students who went for a meeting with Aloft Hotels where they were discussing
supported internships and opportunities for the future. It’s great that they are thinking about
what they want to do after Abbots Lea and they are thinking about their next steps.
It was World Book Day on Thursday and we enjoyed a Harry Potter themed morning. We
continued reading The Prisoner of Azkaban and compared the chapter we read to the scenes
in the film adaptation of it. We noticed that although there are a lot of similarities, there is a lot
more detail in the book meaning that a lot of things have been missed out of the film; we
enjoyed it anyway!
We’ve also been looking at The Titanic in History lessons as our theme this term is Our City.
We have really enjoyed learning about the Titanic so far. This week we have found out that
White Star Line Company who commissioned the Titanic was based in Liverpool and the
building is now a Titanic themed hotel called 30 James Street!
We had our weekly trip to the gym, where we are focussing on meeting our own personal
targets helping us towards a healthier lifestyle.
A great week for Fiji class. A special mention to our Head Girl, Caitlin Brennan, who is our
pupil of the week. Caitlin has worked so hard at her times tables and even though she finds
them difficult, she doesn’t quit and keeps trying. Well done Caitlin!!!
New Zealand Class
This week we have been taking part in writing activities as part of our work to achieve the
Liverpool Writing Quality Mark. Key Stage 3, 4 and 5 completed activities based around the
poem 'Porphyria's Lover' by Robert Browning. New Zealand took part in a murder mystery
case, with students adopting roles in a play and acting as characters or detectives. In the end,
following a traditional Murder mystery assembling of the subjects, the Reverend Livingstone
aka George, confessed to the heinous crime. The role play was used to write thoughts and
reflections at separate parts of the play, newspaper reports and a crime file, complete with
crime scene photographs. A massive thanks to Katie Dallas and Angela Purcell for their work
in co-ordinating this secondary activity.
New Zealand have been also writing and preparing for their assembly today. Entitled 'This
ability, not disability' the students have researched and created role plays for the assembly,
and have performed it to parents and students this morning. They then went onto to entertain
parents to tea, coffee and cakes afterwards in the conference room. A big thank you to
Rebecca Roberts for organising this and working tirelessly to rehearse and prepare the
students.
The class have also been taking part in the usual trips to the gym and buying lunch in the
community.

Odd facts of the week
1) No piece of square paper can be folded more than 7 times in half.
2) France was still executing people by guillotine when the first Star Wars movie came out.
3) Alaska law says that you can’t look at a moose from an airplane.
4) The “hashtag” key on your keyboard (#) is called an octotroph.
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Students of the week – Week 23
EYFS and Key Stage One
Ireland

Ted North

Wales

Jack Patton
Key Stage Two

Peru

Brogan

Portugal

Gerard Owen

USA

Isaac Mellor

Brazil

Joshua Townsend

France

Andrew Mills

Canada

Theo Melhuish

Spain

Jonny Dring

Italy

Jacob Summerskill
Key Stage Three

Madagascar

Dominik Reid

Seychelles

Luke Hawkhead-Parry

Cape Verde

Bobby Moore

Botswana

Alfie Jones

Mozambique

Andy Bova

Malawi

Kyle Pickett

Kenya

Harry Sorensen
Key Stage Four

Australia

Elliot

Papua New Guinea

James McCann

Samoa

Mya Summerskill

Christmas Island

Tommy Orisle
Key Stage Five

New Zealand

Dylan Jones

Tasmania

Tom Reed

Fiji

Caitlin Brennan
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Week 23 in pictures
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15
16
2019-20
Academic
Year
Week 18
in pictures
Term 1
Staff training day:

Monday, 2 September 2019 – school closed to students

Students arrive on:
2019

Tuesday, 3 September 2019Term ends on:

October Holiday:

Friday 25 October

Monday 28 October 2017 to Friday 1 November 2019

Term 2
Term starts on:

Monday 4 November 2019

Term ends on:

Friday 20 December 2019 - finishing at 1:30pm

Christmas Holiday:

Monday 23 December 2019 to Friday 3 January 2020

Term 3
Staff training day:

Monday 6 January 2020 – school closed to students

Students arrive on:

Tuesday 7 January 2020

Term ends on:

Friday 14 February 2020

February Holiday:

Monday 17 February 2020 to Friday 21 February 2020

Term 4
Term starts on:

Monday 24 February 2020

Term ends on:

Friday 3 April 2020 – finishing at 1:30pm

Spring Holiday:

Monday 6 April 2020 to Friday 17 April 2020

Bank holidays:

Friday, 10 April 2020 – Good Friday and Monday, 13 April 2020 – Easter Monday

Term 5
Staff training day:

Monday 20 April 2020 – school closed to students

Students arrive on:

Tuesday 21 April 2020

Bank holiday:

4 May 2020 – Early Bank Holiday Monday

Term ends on:

Friday 22 May 2020

May Holiday:

Monday 25 May 2020 (Bank Holiday) to Friday 29 May 2020

Term 6
Term starts on:

Monday 1 June 2020

Official leaving date:

Friday 26 June 2019* *Friday 26 June 2020 is an official leaving date for the
students in Year 11 as well as those in Key Stage Five who are finishing their
education at ALS that summer.

Staff Transition INSET:

Friday 10 July 2020 – school closed to students

Transition Week:

Monday 13 July-Friday 17 July 2020**

Students’ last day:

Friday 17 July 2020 – finishing at 1:30pm

Staff training day:

Monday 20 July – school closed to students

Term ends on:

Monday 20 July 2020

** Transition Week is a period of time during which the students will be taught in their next year’s classes
– this is to support smooth transition into ALS, into a new Department, Key Stage or a new class.
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Key Diary Dates
Our academic year 2018-19 term dates are available on our website:
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/ALS-Term-Dates-201819.pdf

Please note planned early finishes and closure dates, as known at present:
TERM 4:
Early finish on Friday, 5 April 2019 at 1:30pm
Spring Holiday: Monday 8 April 2019 to Monday 22 April 2019
Bank holidays:
Friday, 19 April 2019 – Good Friday
Monday, 22 April 2019 – Easter Monday
TERM 5:
Bank holiday:
Monday, 6 May 2019 – Early Bank Holiday Monday
May Holiday: Monday 27 May 2019 to Friday 31 May 2019
TERM 6:
Staff training day: Friday 12 July 2019 – school closed to students
Staff training day: Monday 22 July – Wednesday 24 July 2019 – school closed to
students
Summer Holiday: Thursday 25 July 2019
Bank holidays:
Monday 26 August 2019 – August Bank Holiday

Key Diary Dates for the remainder of the year can be found on our website,
under the EVENTS tab:
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/event

Next academic year, 2019-20 is also now planned, with the specific term dates
available for you to view on our website:
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/2019-20-termdates.pdf
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HOLIDAY:
Monday, 18 February 2019 to Friday, 22 February 2019
Head’sFEBRUARY
Weekly
Newsletter

TERM 4 - 30days
WEEK
NUMBER
24

25

W/C

Date

Event

Comment

 Mid-year Teachers’ PM review start
 BRITISH SCIENCE WEEK (8 – 19 March 2019)
Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
 SIP Visit
 10:30 – Samoa Class at St George’s Hall, Liverpool
Tue
12.3
 BRITISH SCIENCE WEEK
 09:30-12:00 Dance Movement Therapy
Wed
13.3
 BRITISH SCIENCE WEEK
 Governing Body Meeting
 14:30-16:00 Primary Subject Leaders Computing Staff Training – School
Improvement
 Sensory Network Group Visit
Thur
14.3
 BRITISH SCIENCE WEEK
 13:30-14:30 Dance Movement Therapy
 14:30-16:00 English Subject Leader Briefing – School Improvement
 Invite a Loved One to Lunch (Secondary)
 15:30-16:30 Dance Movement Therapy (Staff Group)
Fri
15.3
 BRITISH SCIENCE WEEK
 Departmental Assemblies
9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department
10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department
 9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning
Mon 18.3.19
18.3.19
 Liverpool Quality Writing Mark Assessment Window 18 March 25 March
 10:30 – Christmas Island Class at St George’s Hall, Liverpool
Tue
19.3
 Moderation Day
 09:30-14:30 Dance Movement Therapy
Wed
20.3
Mon 11.3.19

Thur

11.3.19

21.3





12:00-15:00 – Educational Psychology Staff Clinic
13:30-14:30 Dance Movement Therapy
15:30-16:30 Dance Movement Therapy (Staff Group)

16:30-18:30

Assemblies and Coffee Morning
are open to families. Parking is
available on site on a “firstcome-first-served basis” only. No
photography permitted.

Fri

22.3






26

Mon 25.3.19
Tue
Wed

25.3
26.3
27.3

Thur

28.3

Fri




09:30-12:00 Dance Movement Therapy
09:30-15:30 RE Conference at Liverpool Anglican Cathedral (Ross
Flanagan attending)





13:30-14:30 Dance Movement Therapy
15:30-16:30 Dance Movement Therapy (Staff Group)
09:00-15:00 Educational Visits Co-ordinator Training – School
Improvement

29.3


27

Teachers’ PM reviews complete
Departmental Assemblies
9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department
10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department
9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning
14:30-16:00 Math Subject Leader Briefing – School Improvement

Mon 1.4.19

1.4.19

Tue

2.4

Wed

3.4

Thur

4.4















Departmental Assemblies
9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department
10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department
9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning
Term 4 – Festival of Learning
Seeing is Believing for Governors
09:30-15:30 Sciencetastic, Fantastic Science Training – School
Improvement
Term 4 – Festival of Learning
Seeing is Believing for Governors
09:30-12:00 Dance Movement Therapy
Term 4 – Festival of Learning
Seeing is Believing for Governors
Term 4 – Festival of Learning
Seeing is Believing for Governors
Easter Bonnet Parade – Miss Sloan
13:30-14:30 Dance Movement Therapy

Assemblies and Coffee Morning
are open to families. Parking is
available on site on a “firstcome-first-served basis” only. No
photography permitted.

Assemblies and Coffee Morning
are open to families. Parking is
available on site on a “firstcome-first-served basis” only. No
photography permitted.
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Fri

5.4.19






15:30-16:30 Dance Movement Therapy (Staff Group)
Term 4 – Festival of Learning
Departmental Assemblies
9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department
10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department
9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning



END OF TERM 4@13:30

Assemblies and Coffee Morning
are open to families. Parking is
available on site on a “firstcome-first-served basis” only. No
photography permitted.
13:30 finish
Packed lunch provided

SPRING HOLIDAY: Monday, 8 April 2019-Friday 19th April 2019
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