Head’s Weekly Newsletter
Issue 24, 15 March 2019

Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Dear Students, Families, Colleagues and Friends
Welcome to the Head’s Weekly Newsletter – I hope you enjoy reading it and seeing all the
articles, stories and photos.
The school is in the thick of it with the Quality Assurance activities. The Learning Walks, lesson
observations, book scrutiny and moderation with other schools has been at the heart of the
leaders of our core function: education of our students.
My week was dominated with the “invisible” behind-the-scenes office work with very few
opportunities to emerge. One meeting after another was a result of a few key Quality
Assurance events of leadership and management of Abbot’s Lea School:
On Monday, we had a Liverpool City Council’s audit of our School Business Support function
– the purpose of it is to ensure that the often invisible “back office” function of governance,
budget, banking, procurement, asset management, HR, payroll, administration, IT, facilities
management, catering and food provisions, risk management, SIMS, GDPR compliance,
health and safety, and many more…. The scrutiny by the auditors was impressive and, as the
audit was undertaken for the first time since 2014, I am very pleased to report that we have
improved our compliance and good practice significantly (although we will have some actions,
no doubt, when the report comes in in some 3 weeks’ time). Huge thanks to Mr Cocklin, Mrs
Griffiths for their leadership and Ms Adair for her support. Please note the request in this
newsletter from Mr Cocklin regarding any cheques sent to the school.
That same day (as if one “inspection” was not enough!), we welcomed our School
Improvement Partner (SIP), Phil Cooper, who spent the day helping us assess our progress
since the last Ofsted inspection (January 2016). He focused on the quality of our middle
leaders – an area identified in 2016 as requiring development. I am very proud to share with
you the feedback received from the SIP saying we have travelled huge distance since the
inspection and the middle leadership is going from strength to strength. Clear accountability
and ownership of the leadership of the five key stages and the associate curriculum is now a
strength and I want to congratulate Miss O’Neill, Mrs Walker, Mr Mason, Miss Dallas and Mr
Davenport on their Key Stage Leadership successes. Added to the praise was the work of
Miss Caddick, our Job Coach, who, having joined us in October has begun to transform our
collective work on employability. Thank you all!
On Wednesday night, to add to the scrutiny of our effectiveness, our Governing Body
welcomed an independent Review of Governance conducted by the National Leader in
Governance, Carol Pearce. Our Governing Body was found to be fully compliant with the
expectations placed upon by the Department of Education and I want to thank all of the
governors – who are volunteers - for their time, dedication and hard work!
I thank you for your support and wish you a restful (and hopefully less windy) weekend!
Mrs A. Hildrey
Headteacher

Noticeboard
Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’

On behalf of the students and staff of Abbot’s Lea School, I want to thank all visitors
for considerate parking on site.
It is also my duty to remind all drivers on site that parking on our site is limited and
only available on a first-come first-served basis.
In the last issue of the newsletter, I highlighted the problem of some drivers parking
on double yellow lines in front the House and Main School building.
I thank everyone who responded positively to this message – sent by me on behalf of
staff who were concerned about the obstruction caused by such parking – and I ask
that anyone who visits the site observes the simple rule of double yellow lines marking
areas NOT to park on.
Please note that the only vehicles permitted to park on double yellow lines – through
an agreed transport protocol – are the minibuses and, occasionally taxis, transporting
students to and from school.
Our Facilities Manager has the delegated authority to direct any and all drivers on site
at any time and I thank you in advance for respectfully following his own and his team’s
directives.
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Young Leaders
Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’
The Governing Body meeting which I referred to in my foreword had a packed agenda,
including leadership contributions from Liam, the Head Boy and Caitlin, Head Girl, who
presented their perspective on being students at Abbot’s Lea School.
They moved us all by sharing the ‘lived experience’ of being young in 2019, making decisions
about the future and the things that matter to them as young leaders at the school.
The discussion was vibrant, interesting and - very importantly - the students made
recommendations to the Governing Body regarding the School Development Plan priorities.
Most of the suggestions were surprisingly (reassuringly?) compatible with what the Governing
Body previously recognised as the school’s strategic priorities but there were some new, very
brave ideas regarding the curriculum design, pathways for progression, play areas and even
a bid for a new bigger school!
I wish I could take credit for the content of the presentation, but the truth is, Liam and Caitlin
used me as a humble typist of their thoughts – I was more than happy and privileged to abide!!!
Confident, articulate, assertive, positive, humble and totally inspiring experience for the
Governing Body – thank you, Head Boy and Head Girl!

#DistributedLeadership
#StudentVoice
#YouSaidWeDidWeWill
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Lots of Socks Day
Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’
We would like once again to invite both students and staff to participate in World Down
Syndrome Day on March 21 by wearing your most mismatched, wild or funky socks and
donating £1 to the Down's Syndrome Association.
Over the past two years the school has raised £250 which has gone towards research and
training for young people and adults with Down's syndrome.

Wear your #LotsOfSocks with pride on World Down
Syndrome Day 21 March 2019!
Wear them at home, nursery, school, college, university,
work, play, travel, on holiday…wherever you are and
whatever you’re doing on the day!
Make sure to take pictures and videos and post them on
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram using the hashtags
#LotsOfSocks, #WorldDownSyndromeDay and #WDSD19…
We love seeing and sharing everyone’s

#LotsOfSocks pictures!"
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Charity Football Match
Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’

We would love families to get involved, please contact Mr Ryan Mason for
further details:
ryan.mason@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Primary Department – We Need Your Help!
Social
Mediaareas
Challenge
We are busy developing
our outdoor
and need your‘Momo’
help!
We have lots of exciting projects including a music wall and opportunities to develop
literacy and numeracy skills in the outdoors, too.
We would love to receive your donations of unwanted good quality, unbroken and
safe items, such as:

















pots and pans
metal colanders
big wooden/metal spoons
ladles
metal or rubber whisks
spatulas
plastic or metal buckets
backing trays
muffin trays
plastic bottle tops
round bin lids
plant pots
watering cans
shells
CD's
rolls of wall paper

Extra things we would appreciate include:




unused paint rollers, various sized paint brushes perfect for big and
small marks on walls and the ground
wicker baskets
tubes/guttering

We appreciate your help and support with all of our projects!
Thank you!!!
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Noticeboard
Egg-cited!

We are getting quite close to Easter now and it is time to start getting prepared and excited
for our Easter events at Abbot’s Lea School.
We will be holding our annual “Decorate The Egg” competition on Thursday 4 April 2019 – the
event is always very successful.
We have had some very imaginative designs in the past from the fabulous ‘Egg-terminate’ Dr
Who themed egg to a re-enactment of the Battle of Waterloo!

We will also be hosting our very own Easter Bonnet Parade in the School Hall on Thursday 4
April 2019 and invite all students from across the school to take part in this fun and creative
event.
We look forward to seeing our students’ amazing creations! We are so Egg-cited!

Miss L Sloan
Class Teacher – Wales
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Celebrating Progress and Success!

Dear Mrs Hildrey
On behalf of the Wednesday Lunch held at Bishop Eton Church, may I congratulate the
students of Class Fiji who attended the lunch yesterday 13 March, ,as part of ASDAN life
skills.
The students prepared the food for 50 people and served it in a most professional manner.
The cakes, sausage rolls and sandwiches were prepared for our ladies and gentlemen to their
exacting standards. The students were courteous, friendly and very willing to help. A credit to
the school.
Congratulations to both them and the staff for all their hard work.
Yours
Anne Mawdsley
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Autism Research and Development
Ms Micah Grimshaw, Head of Autism Research and Development
E: micah.grimshaw@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

In the spirit of British Science Week I have reflected on some research and reading of how
Autism is linked to science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM).
A study published in the journal of autism and developmental disorders found that autistic
students were more likely than Neurotypical peers to choose, and succeed in, subjects found
in STEM. This will resonate with the staff at Abbot’s Lea School, whose experiences of the
students we work with have taught us that many of our students have great strengths in
aptitude towards analysing the world around them, and excellent abilities to approach and
solve problems with a diverse way of thinking.
Of course we know that other students possess natural talents in art, dance, music – the list
is endless! Some of our students have recently been enjoying opportunities in co-delivering
Autism training to raise awareness of Neurodiversity in society, and have since expressed
an interest to pursue a career in public speaking.
Sadly we know that only a minor representation of the autistic community are accessing
higher education and paid employment, particularly in roles that match personal interests
and skill strengths. Of course, this is something that the staff team at Abbot’s Lea School
feel passionate about changing and we are already able to demonstrate the impact that our
strategic decisions have had on student outcomes. Our forward thinking, and proactive
approach to the delivery of the curriculum, means that we will continue to plan for a future
that is meaningful to each and every one of the talented young people that we teach.
I hope that all students have enjoyed participating in the different science themed activities
this week, and have felt inspired to learn more.
I wonder who amongst us will be the next Chris Packham, Anne Hegerty or even the famous
filmmaker Tim Burton!
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Primary Department

Mr Scott-Scarth, Head of Primary Department
E: dean.scott-scarth@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

This week has been an exciting but rainy week. This week has been marked by the
continuation of Science Week and the students of Ireland Class took full advantage of the
Water Cycle and danced and ran in the puddles on the Primary Department Yard, decked out
in waterproofs and Wellies to keep them safe from the precipitation.
Wales Class scaled new heights on the Climbing Wall, donning their climbing harnesses to
scurry like spiders up Abbot's Lea School Climbing Wall. In a more sedate and serene moment
the class visited the Anglican Cathedral, searching Liverpool for important landmarks and
reading and writing about the historical links with World War Two.
Key Stage Two were very busy explorers this week, travelling the city looking for links to our
glorious past. Italy Class visited The Museum of Liverpool, coming face to face with a giant
Liverbird and investigating how the people of Liverpool travelled by tram.
The most popular destination this week was St Luke's Church, commonly known in Liverpool
as the Bombed Out Church. The church was built between 1811 and 1832 and was badly
damaged during the Liverpool Blitz in 1941, and remains as a roofless shell. It now stands as
a memorial to those who were lost in the war. Our students, studying World War 2 travelled to
the church to see the effects of the Blitz and the ruins that now stand.
Brazil and USA Classes had a very special visitor this week, Mrs Wilson, an evacuee from the
Second World War. Mrs Wilson showed the students photographs from her time as an
evacuee, sent from Liverpool to avoid the destruction brought about by the bombing. The
students were engrossed in Mrs Wilson's tales and adventures about living in the countryside,
away from the noisy factories, smoke and hustle and bustle.

Have a wonderful weekend and be careful in the windy weather.
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Secondary Department
Mr McVerry, Head of Secondary Department
E: anthony.mcverry@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Another week has flown by in the secondary department, with the focus this week being British
Science Week. Key Stage 3 led the way with a carousel of activities taking place across the week
with students visiting different teachers who had prepared an array of activities to engage, enthuse
and inspire. Thank you to all of the staff in the Key Stage with your support in the delivery of the
activities, transition to and from the activities and your support. A special thank you has to go to
Mr Spillane who co-ordinated the whole event.
We held our first additional twilight session for staff after school. The focus of this session was to
discuss the Gatsby Benchmarks, a set of guidelines that we have to adhere to by September 2020
to be fully compliant with Careers Advice and Guidance. The session began with an introduction
to the bench marks and the schools current assessment against them, as mentioned previously
we are ahead of the game, however, there are always areas for improvement. This week we
focused on embedding our careers curriculum into our already established thematic curriculum.
The aim was not to reinvent the wheel, to make sure that we map what excellent practice we
already do and document it, also identify areas that we can improve upon and how we plan to do
this. This still remains a work in progress and something that will continue to evolve with the
changing landscape of the local labour market and the needs and aspirations of our students.
Our students have also had a very busy week across the school, on Thursday our Wheels Extreme
leadership development project with Bankview High School came to an end, thank you to very
member of staff who has helped make this project a success! We will continue to deliver such
programmes in the future, providing the soft skills needed to integrate into society successfully.
Fiji class also blew me away this week by putting their recent Food Hygiene certificates to practical
use, preparing the lunch for the Bishop Eton Wednesday Lunch Club. The students prepared a
wide variety of foods for the guests, prepping the tables, serving the lunch and interacting with the
guests. It is a great demonstration of the strong community engagement and initiatives that we
have in the school and putting theory into practice.
Mr. Davenport also represented the school at the BIMA Breakfast Briefing this week, talking about
Australia class and their recent success in winning the Vodafone BIMA Digital Day Challenge.
Thank you for representing the school and also gaining even more publicity for our students and
their successes.
Thank you to Miss Grimshaw for leading on this week’s employability session with our interns down
at Amey, looking at a kite-mark for employers who wish to work with the school and become autism
friendly.
Finally, our Head Boy (Liam Jones) and Head Girl (Caitlin Brennan) presented their 'lived'
experience of Abbot's Lea School to the Governing Body. As the staff governor it was great to see
how confident they were and also how they challenged the governors to do even more to develop
the school in the future. I was so impressed with your confidence and willingness to present, you
are both a credit to the school.
Next week I am meeting with Deputy Mayor Gary Millar to explore further or contacts and
opportunities both locally and nationally.
Have a brilliant weekend.
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School Business Support
Mrs Michelle Griffiths, Head of HR
E: michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

We started this week with a visit from Liverpool City Council audit team who were on site to
independently verify the our compliance in a number of areas including governance, finance
and payroll. The visit was positive and reassuring that we have the correct procedures and
checks in place.
This week I came across some useful information about a new Apprentice Travelcard which
means young people enrolled in apprenticeships can get half price unlimited bus travel across
Merseyside when buying weekly and four-weekly Solo tickets.
This could lead to savings of up to £400 each year!
The Apprentice Travelcard is available for anyone aged between 19 and 24 living in the
Liverpool City Region who is currently enrolled on an approved apprenticeship.
Further information is available here –
https://www.merseytravel.gov.uk/Tickets/Pages/Apprentice-Travelcard.aspx
Hope everyone has a restful weekend.

Mr Andrew Cocklin, Head of Finance and Operations
E: andrew.cocklin@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Following advice from Liverpool City Council, can anyone looking to pay for school meals or
activities via a cheque, please ensure that it is made out to Abbot's Lea School LCC.
Due a change in the way cheques are now cleared, we must ensure that LCC is detailed on
the payee line.
On Monday, we had two LCC Audit Officers come in to go through all aspects of school life to
ensure our compliance. It was a long day, but both officers were very supportive, making clear
why they needed information and providing advice and guidance throughout the day as to how
we can do things differently to help aid the continual improvement of our systems and
processes.
We should hear back with a detailed report in the next 2-3 weeks.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Early Years and Key Stage 1
Key Stage Leader: Miss O’Neill
Maria.O’Neill@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
In EYFS/KS1 this week we have been reading our pirate stories! '5 minutes to bed and Pirates
love underpants' All of the students are really enjoying the topic and finding out about Liverpool
and its history with pirates.
Ireland Class
Rain doesn't put us off from having fun and learning outside! We put on our wet suits and
wellies and had a good old splash in the puddles and danced in the rain this week! We grew
in confidence and developed our imaginations by taking part in role play and the puppet show
with our pirate props. On Wednesday we began our 'Pirate project' inspired by a local artist
Ian Fennelly who created pirate heads with local schools. We have recycled milk bottles
and can't wait to see how ours develop! We are always developing our communication skills
and learning through play, our pirate theme has so many opportunities to develop all of our
skills. Have a lovely weekend.

Wales Class
Wales class have had a great week full of fun and exciting learning. We have been practicing
our high frequency words by walking the plank, telling the story of ‘Pirates love Underpants’
by using pictures and continuing independent writing in our special pirate writing area. In
maths we have been learning all about pirate tally charts using the lollipop sticks and scooter
boards. We continued our work on Our City by going to the Anglican Cathedral on Tuesday.
We were able to find potable of features of the church including a cross, a font and a bell
tower. In our science lessons we have been focusing on floating and sinking and we all made
our own floating pirate ships. On Thursday, our poor Ginger Bear was pirate-napped. The
pirates left clues and a treasure map to find her. We all made missing posters then went on
the hunt to find her using the treasure map. She was so happy to get back to Wales class!
Have a lovely weekend everyone.

Key Stage 2
Key Stage Leader: Mrs Lisa Walker
Lisa.Walker@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
France Class
This week France class have been reading The Lion and the Unicorn in English and as part
of our topic ‘Our City’. The children have been writing diary entries as Lenny from the story to
say how it feels being an evacuee in World War 2. We have also learnt about what had
happened in Liverpool during World War 2 and looked at the destruction it caused. We looked
at three specific building; Bluecoat Chambers, World Museum and St Luke’s Church. In maths
the class have enjoyed filling in tally charts with information they have collected within class.
We then used this information to fill in the pictograms. We have also had a relaxing end to our
week with are class session of yoga from Kate our yoga teacher.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Spain Class
The students in Spain class have had another busy week learning all about our city of
Liverpool. The students have been working hard to write a recount about their trip into
Liverpool City Centre when looking for famous landmarks and have been measuring objects
in class using non-standard and standard measures. The students have enjoyed participating
in a number of health and well-being activities this week including, yoga, cycling and golf!
USA Class
This week Class USA have learnt about the Holocaust and all the people it affected. We also
learnt about all the children who were evacuated during the war. We were very lucky to receive
a visit from Aunty Margaret who was a child during the war. She told us all about what it was
like in Liverpool at the time of the Blitz and showed us some mementos she has from that
time. It was so interesting to hear her stories and she answered all the questions we had.

Canada Class
Canada class have enjoyed swimming all week and have made excellent progress. Canada
have had a very active week doing yoga and dance too. We have looked at rationing in the
war and created our own meals. We have been interpreting different types of data and
putting our information into graphs and enjoyed tallying the cars on the car park. Another busy
week in class Canada.
Italy Class
On Monday Italy class went on a class trip to the Liverpool Museum. We went to look at
Liverpool in the past, World War 2 displays and transport from the past in particular the
Overhead Railway. Italy class had a fantastic visits and enjoyed looking at all the information
about Liverpool past and present. In the afternoon we completed our news activities. On
Tuesday we completed a writing task about our photographs from our museum visit. We
started subtraction in Maths using our Numicon tiles to support us. On Tuesday afternoon we
talked about the home front and the war effort. All the pupils made their own 'Dig for Victory'
poster. On Wednesday we focused on what happened to children during WW2. We looked at
how, where and why children were evacuated. We found out what they carried in their
suitcases and bags. On Thursday we completed our phonics activities and money maths shop
game. In the afternoon we made transport cakes in Food Technology.
Brazil Class
Brazil have had an amazing start to the intensive swimming programme. We have been
swimming 4 mornings this week and will carry on next week too.
We have all done so well from getting into the water for the first time, independence to building
stamina and improving water skills.
We were honoured to welcome Kyle’s Great Auntie Margaret into class to talk to us about her
experience as an evacuee during WW2. Such a lovely lady she shared moving memories, her
photographs and letters from her dad. We learned so much from her.. thank you!

Portugal Class
This week has been a lovely week in Class Portugal! We went to visit the Bombed Out Church
in town and discussed what happened and when. We also went to the cafe and had a little
snack on our way home. The children were very sensible on the bus and made us proud.
In Maths, we have continued to learn about Statistics and the children made their own block
graphs - they worked very hard to do this.
We also read 'The Lion and The Unicorn' by Shirley Hughes which we really enjoyed, it taught
us a lot about children being evacuated.
Have a lovely weekend!
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Key Stage News and Updates
Peru Class
Peru have worked really hard this week. In English, the children have been learning the story
of the ‘Run Away Pancake’, we are really good at retelling the story and we have learnt actions
to go with it. We are currently writing our own version of the story. In maths this week, we
have been learning how to collect and tally data. Our current topic is ‘Our City’, the children
have been learning all about our beautiful city and some of its famous landmarks. As it is
National Science week, we have had lots of fun carrying out different experiments. We
enjoyed exploring bubbles, we learnt how to blow a bubble inside another bubble and made
our own lava lamps. Keep up the hard work Peru Class.

Key Stage 3
Key Stage Leader: Mr Mason
Ryan.Mason@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
The students in KS3 have fully immersed themselves into Science week this week and have
participated in a range of fun and exciting activities that have captured their interest whilst
helping them to learn some key curriculum outcomes. The science experiments that the
students have participated in include making balloon rockets, slime, bath bombs, lava lamps,
lemon volcanoes and bubbles within bubbles! All students thoroughly enjoyed Science week
and are already looking forward to future Science learning within the curriculum. This week
also saw the culmination of the ‘Extreme Wheels’ project at Bank View High School which saw
the cohort of students attend Rampworks for an amazing skating sessions, it is safe to say
they all had a fantastic time!
Botswana Class
Botswana have thoroughly enjoyed science week! It's been great participating in an
experiment every day. In English, we have continued drafting and writing a letter from the
perspective of a slave and in R.E we have investigated new religious movements.
Madagascar Class
We have had a very good week of learning in Class Madagascar. This week we have been
swimming at Halewood Leisure Centre, which the students have greatly enjoyed. It has also
been National Science Week and the students have experienced a variety of different Science
experiments on each afternoon. They have made balloon rockets, slime, lemon volcanoes and
built pasta bridges. In life skills we have made calm bottles to help with developing our
mindfulness skills.
Mozambique Class
A very exciting week this week. We have been swimming 4 days this week and we are making
excellent progress. We are also very hungry afterwards!!
We have also had Science week this week and have conducted some great experiments every
afternoon which has included making slime, lemon rockets, making bridges, making a potion
and balloon rockets. In French we have been looking at body parts and in Maths we have
been working on finding the fraction of a number. In Literacy we have looked at the Robert
Browning poem 'Porphyria's lover' and have given our opinion on this unusual poem. We
mostly enjoyed it but agree that it was a little strange. We have been also looking at
mindfulness again this week and we are learning how to relax. Next week we will continue
with swimming on 4 mornings.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Malawi Class
In English, we have been exploring the past and present tenses; the future is yet to come and
in Maths we have been learning about fractions; they haven't half done well, either!
For music, in keeping with the theme of Our City, we listened to songs of the Fab Four and
put Yesterday's music through the testing standards of today's critics of tomorrow, talent show
style!
Our Life Skills lessons on Mindfulness have this week seen us making calming jars to our own
colour and glitter mix choices and a gratitude tree; the heart-shaped leaves show the things
for which we are grateful, ranging from family and friends to books and food.
Our Science week afternoons have seen us making lava lamps with Mr Hodgson and bath
bombs with Miss Calvert. We've really enjoyed the experiments and learning how these things
happen.
Kenya Class
This week in Kenya class the children have enjoyed science week, we did a different
experiment every afternoon.
We have also looked at mindfulness and different techniques to keep us calm such as
colouring in, meditation and calm jars.
Kenya class also looked at different artists and musicians from Liverpool, in doing so we
discovered that the children are not fans of Atomic kitten.
Seychelles Class

With Science week fast nearing its conclusion we reflect on what has been a great week. We
have enjoyed completing different experiments each afternoon with a focus on Science,
Technology, Engineering and Maths.
We have had fun making bath bombs, creating volcanoes, working with different materials,
making slime and building bridges.
Amongst all of this we have also enjoyed:








Indoor hockey in PE
Learning about monotheistic religions in RE
Homophones in English
Recognizing fractions, identifying equivalent fractions and calculating using fractions
in Maths
Completing our Album art and sharing opinions in Music
Finishing our Newspaper articles and creating quizzes in Computing
Using tracing as part of a process in Art

Have a lovely weekend
Cape Verde Class
The Science week in KS3 has proved a roaring success. The class has coped superbly with
all the changes - different rooms, different staff, different activities and change of timetable.
WELL DONE TO ALL!!
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 4
Key Stage Leader: Miss Dallas
Katie.Dallas@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Samoa Class
Samoa started this week with a bang with a visit to St. George's Hall. We visited the concert
room, the court room and even the prison cells! We found out that Fantastic Beasts was filmed
there and learnt a lot about the history of our city. In the afternoon we drew pictures of St.
George's Hall.
On Tuesday, we interviewed our classmates to write about their life in order to write a
biography.
In Maths, we learned how to read and plot co-ordinates. This lesson helped us in geography
when we learned about reading ordnance map symbols.
On Wednesday, we practiced our tennis skills in PE.
On Thursday, we made Irish soda bread in preparation for St Paddy's Day and in Science, we
learned about an oil spillage in Bangladesh in 2014.
We are finishing the week with assembly, healthy diets and a football match.
See you next week tar-rar
From Louis Murphy.
Papua New Guinea Class
A fantastic week for PNG, we have continued out studies on Romeo and Juliet using iambic
pentameter to write love letters as if we were Romeo. We also examined the relationship Juliet
has with the Nurse and Lady Capulet and related it to the time in which the play is set. We had
some brilliant performers who really put emphasis on the characters. We look forward to
finding out what is going to happen next! In history we explored the life of Martin Luther King
and the amazing changes he brought. We listened to his speech and will be writing our own
inspiring speeches next week.
In Maths we have been doing exam preparation by completing mock exams. In ICT we
practiced sending emails and learned about the different functions.
Cuppa New Guinea was very busy again. Patrick did a fantastic job answering the telephone
and taking orders and queries. In Art we designed our own Cuppa New Guinea uniforms,
using fabric pens to create very unique designs; these will be showcased at the next Festival
of Learning.
Have a lovely weekend everyone!
Australia Class
We have continued with our new topic in RE this week and the students are learning all about
Sikhism. This week we focused on the main beliefs and we learnt who the ten Gurus of
Sikhism are. The students found this very interesting and are looking forward to learning more
about it next week.
In food technology, the students worked independently to make their own sandwiches. This
was inspired by the fact that a lot of students in class have a packed lunch in school and this
is maybe something they will be able to do at home by themselves.
In English we are continuing with 'Our Day Out', this has made us even more excited for our
own day out when we begin our tour of the wonderful sights of Liverpool!
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Key Stage News and Updates
Christmas Island Class
Another week of learning completed by Christmas Island pupils! In English we have been
researching famous people from our city of Liverpool. Pupils made presentations on their
chosen person with information, their strengths and why they admire them. In maths we have
been developing our area skills further by learning different ways to calculate the area of a
Triangle. We have continued our topic of Plastic Pollution in science, investigating how other
countries combat this issue and how we can all help the environment with recycling. Pupils
had fun in Art finishing off their final typography piece - these will be displayed at our Festival
of Learning at the end of the term for all to admire. Have a great weekend!

Key Stage 5
Key Stage Leader: Mr Davenport
Paul.davenport@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Tasmania Class
Another busy week this week in Tasmania Class. We started off by creating a shopping list for
our cookery lesson on Tuesday, we decided to compare the prices of our ingredients in two
different supermarkets. Firstly we went to Tesco and wrote down all the prices of the
ingredients and our snacks. We then drove to Aldi and priced up the same list. After adding
them up we soon realised that our shopping would be £2.78 cheaper in Aldi, so we completed
all our shopping in Aldi.
On Tuesday we used the ingredients that we bought on Monday to make some delicious
scones. We had a choice to either put raisins in or chocolate chips. All of them smelt and
tasted scrummy.
We have continued with our English reading Awful Auntie, which has had some funny
comments in that we have all laughed at and cannot wait to read the next chapter.
In Maths we have finalised our times tables and the students have worked extremely hard
memorising them and Mrs Wong has shown some of us an amazing trick with how to
remember our 9 times tables using our fingers.
We hope you all have a great weekend!
Fiji Class
This week has been a busy week for Fiji! We started the week in Food Tech by making 3
things; group 1 made chocolate cake, group 2 made Victoria Sponge and they all made
sausage rolls. These were made for Bishop Eton's Wednesday Lunch so we wrapped them
up and stored them away safely. All of our Fiji chefs worked brilliantly, making sure they
followed the Food safety rules to keep the food hygienic. A special mention goes to Luke
Jones who is our Chef of the Week! Well done!!
On Monday afternoon, we continued with our times tables tests. We have been trying really
hard to learn all of our times tables and this week we had a mixture of times tables and we all
did fantastically!!!
On Tuesday, we thought about table service and how we need to act when serving food. We
thought about how to speak to people and what behaviour is appropriate. We practiced
carrying a tray with "soup" on and we had no spillages! Woohoo!! We also decorated the cakes
that we made yesterday and they look delicious!
In English, we have continued reading Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban. We are really
enjoying the story so far and love trying to use the different accents the characters have.
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Key Stage
Stage News
News and
and Updates
Updates
Key
On Wednesday, we began the day working in small groups to make a variety of different
sandwiches. We made egg, salmon, ham and cheese butties for the Bishop Eton Wednesday
Lunch. Once they were made, we got ourselves ready and took all of the food we made to
Bishop Eton. Anne and Bernard met us there and gave us instructions on how to set up the
room. We worked in pairs to set up each of the tables with a table cloth, teacup and saucer,
cutlery and a napkin. We prepared the food onto plates and put them onto the tables all ready
for the people to come in and sit down. Once the people came in for their lunch, we served
them soup and cleared away their finished dishes. We then served them cake and they ate it
all up! We really enjoyed serving our community and we look forward to doing it again! We
want to say a big thank you to Anne and Bernard for inviting us to help out with the Bishop
Eton Wednesday Lunch!
On Thursday we had our weekly gym trip. We are all developing our confidence with using the
public transport and learning new routes to get to places.
All of Fiji have worked absolutely magnificently this week! A special mention goes to Jay
Wagner, our pupil of the week! Well done for working hard at the Wednesday Lunch and
behaving sensibly all week!
New Zealand Class
This week New Zealand have been working hard on their independent learning skills. The
students have been given two tasks; Write a presentation on a topic you are interested in,
and prepare a report on an issue of scientific controversy. I am pleased, but not surprised, to
say that the class have risen to the challenge and have worked superbly well.
The class have continued with reading the Midnight Gang and answering questions from the
book. The class have also replanted their seedlings as part of the Reynold's Park gardening
and horticulture project. We are looking forward to seeing the flowers bloom! Aside from this,
the class have gone on their weekly gym trip and travelled on public transport.
A massive thank you to all the parents who turned up last week to our class assembly. It was
really great to see so many of you and hear your kind words. A big thanks again to Rebecca
Roberts who masterminded the whole thing, and to Lynn Duckworth for assisting her. A big
well done as well to all the students who were magnificent!
Odd Facts of the week
1) Hitler, Alexander the Great, Napoleon and Mussolini all suffered from Ailurophobia, which
is a fear of cats. So if you are a cat lover you are less likely to be a genocidal dictator!
2) Charles Darwin ate almost every animal he discovered.
3) More than 2,500 left-handed people are killed every year from using equipment meant for
right-handed people.
4) Velociraptors were slightly bigger than chickens. The dinosaurs in Jurassic Park that they
called 'Velociraptors' were actually Deinonychus, and they were covered in feathers.
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Students of the week – Week 24
EYFS and Key Stage One
Ireland

Bobby Johnson

Wales

Reem Faza
Key Stage Two

Peru

Abigail Newman

Portugal

Lotte

USA

Marcus Karran

Brazil

Joe McManus

France

Jack Thompson

Canada

Jack Byrne

Spain

JoJo Campbell

Italy

Sam Hogan
Key Stage Three

Madagascar

Marcel Gawronski

Seychelles

Paul Connor

Cape Verde

Dominick Macklin

Botswana

Alfie Jones

Mozambique

Matthew Goudie

Malawi

Jacob Wands

Kenya

Justin Hardy
Key Stage Four

Australia

Nathan Brown

Papua New Guinea

Dan Kotas

Samoa

Leo Bouachanh

Christmas Island

Callum German
Key Stage Five

New Zealand

Daniel Bend-Guthrie

Tasmania

Luke Hill

Fiji

Jay Wagner
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Week 24 in pictures
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16
2019-20
Academic
Year
Week 15
18
in pictures
Term 1
Staff training day:

Monday, 2 September 2019 – school closed to students

Students arrive on:
2019

Tuesday, 3 September 2019Term ends on:

October Holiday:

Monday 28 October 2017 to Friday 1 November 2019

Friday 25 October

Term 2
Term starts on:

Monday 4 November 2019

Term ends on:

Friday 20 December 2019 - finishing at 1:30pm

Christmas Holiday:

Monday 23 December 2019 to Friday 3 January 2020

Term 3
Staff training day:

Monday 6 January 2020 – school closed to students

Students arrive on:

Tuesday 7 January 2020

Term ends on:

Friday 14 February 2020

February Holiday:

Monday 17 February 2020 to Friday 21 February 2020

Term 4
Term starts on:

Monday 24 February 2020

Term ends on:

Friday 3 April 2020 – finishing at 1:30pm

Spring Holiday:

Monday 6 April 2020 to Friday 17 April 2020

Bank holidays:

Friday, 10 April 2020 – Good Friday and Monday, 13 April 2020 – Easter Monday

Term 5
Staff training day:

Monday 20 April 2020 – school closed to students

Students arrive on:

Tuesday 21 April 2020

Bank holiday:

4 May 2020 – Early Bank Holiday Monday

Term ends on:

Friday 22 May 2020

May Holiday:

Monday 25 May 2020 (Bank Holiday) to Friday 29 May 2020

Term 6
Term starts on:

Monday 1 June 2020

Official leaving date:

Friday 26 June 2019* *Friday 26 June 2020 is an official leaving date for the
students in Year 11 as well as those in Key Stage Five who are finishing their
education at ALS that summer.

Staff Transition INSET:

Friday 10 July 2020 – school closed to students

Transition Week:

Monday 13 July-Friday 17 July 2020**

Students’ last day:

Friday 17 July 2020 – finishing at 1:30pm

Staff training day:

Monday 20 July – school closed to students

Term ends on:

Monday 20 July 2020

** Transition Week is a period of time during which the students will be taught in their next year’s classes
– this is to support smooth transition into ALS, into a new Department, Key Stage or a new class.
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Key Diary Dates
Our academic year 2018-19 term dates are available on our website:
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/ALS-Term-Dates-201819.pdf

Please note planned early finishes and closure dates, as known at present:
TERM 4:
Early finish on Friday, 5 April 2019 at 1:30pm
Spring Holiday: Monday 8 April 2019 to Monday 22 April 2019
Bank holidays:
Friday, 19 April 2019 – Good Friday
Monday, 22 April 2019 – Easter Monday
TERM 5:
Bank holiday:
Monday, 6 May 2019 – Early Bank Holiday Monday
May Holiday: Monday 27 May 2019 to Friday 31 May 2019
TERM 6:
Staff training day: Friday 12 July 2019 – school closed to students
Staff training day: Monday 22 July – Wednesday 24 July 2019 – school closed to
students
Summer Holiday: Thursday 25 July 2019
Bank holidays:
Monday 26 August 2019 – August Bank Holiday

Key Diary Dates for the remainder of the year can be found on our website,
under the EVENTS tab:
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/event

Next academic year, 2019-20 is also now planned, with the specific term dates
available for you to view on our website:
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/2019-20-termdates.pdf
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HOLIDAY:
Monday, 18 February 2019 to Friday, 22 February 2019
Head’sFEBRUARY
Weekly
Newsletter

TERM 4 - 30days
WEEK
NUMBER
25

26

W/C

Date

Event

Comment

 Liverpool Quality Writing Mark Assessment Window 18 March 25 March
Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
 10:30 – Christmas Island Class at St George’s Hall, Liverpool
Tue
19.3
 Moderation Day
 09:30-14:30 Dance Movement Therapy
Wed
20.3
Mon 18.3.19

18.3.19

Thur

21.3

Fri

22.3









12:00-15:00 – Educational Psychology Staff Clinic
13:30-14:30 Dance Movement Therapy
15:30-16:30 Dance Movement Therapy (Staff Group)
Teachers’ PM reviews complete
Departmental Assemblies
9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department
10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department
9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning
14:30-16:00 Math Subject Leader Briefing – School Improvement

Mon 25.3.19
Tue

25.3
26.3



09:30-12:00 Dance Movement Therapy

Wed

27.3



09:30-15:30 RE Conference at Liverpool Anglican Cathedral (Ross
Flanagan attending)

Thur

28.3




13:30-14:30 Dance Movement Therapy
15:30-16:30 Dance Movement Therapy (Staff Group)
09:00-15:00 Educational Visits Co-ordinator Training – School
Improvement
Departmental Assemblies
9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department
10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department
9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning

Fri

29.3




Assemblies and Coffee Morning
are open to families. Parking is
available on site on a “firstcome-first-served basis” only. No
photography permitted.

Assemblies and Coffee Morning
are open to families. Parking is
available on site on a “firstcome-first-served basis” only. No
photography permitted.
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Mon 1.4.19

1.4.19





Tue

2.4

Wed

3.4

Thur

4.4

Fri

5.4.19















Term 4 – Festival of Learning
Seeing is Believing for Governors
09:30-15:30 Sciencetastic, Fantastic Science Training – School
Improvement
Term 4 – Festival of Learning
Seeing is Believing for Governors
09:30-12:00 Dance Movement Therapy
Term 4 – Festival of Learning
Seeing is Believing for Governors
Term 4 – Festival of Learning
Seeing is Believing for Governors
Easter Bonnet Parade – Miss Sloan
13:30-14:30 Dance Movement Therapy
15:30-16:30 Dance Movement Therapy (Staff Group)
Term 4 – Festival of Learning
Departmental Assemblies
9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department
10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department
9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning



END OF TERM 4@13:30

Assemblies and Coffee Morning
are open to families. Parking is
available on site on a “firstcome-first-served basis” only. No
photography permitted.
13:30 finish
Packed lunch provided

SPRING HOLIDAY: Monday, 8 April 2019-Friday 19th April 2019
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