Head’s Weekly Newsletter
Issue 25, 22 March 2019

Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Dear Students, Families, Colleagues and Friends
Welcome to today’s issue of our weekly newsletter.
After weeks of horrendous windy, wet and cold weather, the sun has finally come out, making
outdoor learning for the students a joy! For the first time in weeks, I too emerged from
predominantly office-based work and joined some of our senior students playing football and
mastering their skills under a watchful and encouraging coaching provided by Mr Murphy –
thank you! Just look at the short-sleeved walk in our photo section of this newsletter – fab!
It is also Mr Murphy who has led this week’s Lots of Socks campaign raising awareness of,
and support for, Downs Syndrome – a condition to close to many of us through personal or
professional relationships. I want to thank everyone who contributed to this worthwhile cause
by raising funds or sharing the campaign through social media and other such word-spreading
networks.
Speaking of speaking up and raising awareness, I was very pleased that this week, our school
had a chance to do that quite a lot!
Miss Grimshaw, our Head of Autism Research and Development travelled to London on
Monday to speak at The House of Lords about the need to raise aspirations for people living
with Autism and raise opportunities for those around them – again, either family or
professionals – to be able to explore new, better ways of “being”. It was an important
representation of Abbot’s Lea School at a scene of a number of influential policy and practice
“enablers”, so I thank Miss Grimshaw for echoing our collective voice.
We also delivered a lot of support to mainstream schools, including, for the first time in the
school’s history (as far as records and memories show) to one of the most selective
independent schools in the country – Merchant Taylors’ School in Crosby. Autism awareness
raising was much needed and warmly welcome and I hope our partnership flourishes in the
near future, reaching many boys and girls and benefiting their families and staff working with
them. In return, we have been invited to the Merchant Taylors’ Primary School to learn from
their academic excellence and Miss O’Neill and Mrs Walker will represent us during their
professional learning visit to the Early Years and Key Stage One provision next week.
Finally, last night, Stephen Twigg, MP spoke in Parliament last night, raising awareness of
Autism and SEND in general, referring to the need for better services, fairer funding and the
need for systemic change in Local Authority practice. His was one of the best, common sense,
yet well-informed representations I have witnessed in recent months and I thank him for
speaking specifically about our wonderful school and its work – much appreciated!
With kindest regards, I wish you all a very good weekend and I look forward to seeing you all
next week for the penultimate week of Term 4.
Mrs A. Hildrey
Headteacher

Roadworks on Beaconsfield Road
Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’
We have received a confirmation of some upcoming
roadworks on Beaconsfield Road.
This is in relation to work being carried out by the Salvation Army
on their Strawberry Fields training centre on the opposite side to
Abbot’s Lea School.
 Roadworks will commence from 25 April for 8 weeks
 Part of Beaconsfield Road will be down to a single line
and under traffic light control
 This will be outside of peak travelling times
 The Salvation Army are hoping the works will be
between the hours of 10:00 to 14:00
 Until in place, we will not be able to assess the actual
impact of start/end points of the single lane

As soon as any information if made available, we will continue to
up-date everyone!
This notification is to help all students, families and staff plan
their journey to and from school for the approximate 8 weeks as,
without a doubt, more time will need to be afforded for the travel.
SEND Transport teams are aware.
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Care and Safeguarding
Ms Alison Twomey, Head of Care and Safeguarding
E: Alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

This week I have watched with dismay as a number of schools in Birmingham have cancelled
lessons delivering an excellent programme called No Outsiders. Lessons have been cancelled
as a result of persistent parental pressure, including protesting outside the schools in question
and putting pressure on local MPs to support their ‘cause’. Some families have taken their
complaints even further, sending unpleasant emails to the teacher who developed the
programme for use in his school. Many of the protesting families are from the Muslim
community but have been joined by Orthodox Jews and Christian demonstrators. In short,
members of religious communities are using their beliefs to prevent children from being
educated about the world in which they live.
So, what is it about No Outsiders lessons that is causing such anger and resentment from
some members of the school community? The No Outsiders programme was created by
Andrew Moffat, Assistant Headteacher at Parkfield Community School in Birmingham and
provides much needed support in the delivery of the objectives outlined in the Equality Act
2010. The programme “provides teachers with a curriculum that promotes equality for all
sections of the community. Children leave primary school happy and excited about living in a
community full of difference and diversity, whether that difference is through ethnicity, gender,
ability, sexual orientation, gender identity, age or religion.” And that’s it; a programme that
teaches children to be happy, respectful and tolerant of difference. What’s not to like?
I fail to see how any parent could object to their child being taught about difference and
diversity. After all, it is a requirement for all schools to teach about British Values including
democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, mutual respect and tolerance. It should be said
that there is a very specific aspect of the No Outsiders programme that protesters have a
problem with; the delivery of lessons on sexual orientation and gender identity. Yet, Ofsted
have ruled that these lessons are age appropriate and found no evidence that the programme
focuses disproportionately on LGBT issues.
It’s important to try to understand why there has been such a vocal opposition to No Outsiders
and I believe that these protests are based in fear. Fear that children will somehow be
corrupted by the lesson content; fear that children will come to harm; fear that teaching
children about the existence of gay and transgender people will somehow make them gay or
transgender. That is such a sad reflection on British society in 2019; and it makes me feel very
angry indeed. Despite all of the progress made, we are still living under a cloud of
discrimination and intolerance. Do these families believe that if their children aren’t taught
about such issues, LGBT people will somehow be erased from existence? Just imagine being
a child who identifies as LGBT in those schools. What message are they getting about their
role in society? What damage will be done to their sense of self-worth? What chance of
happiness in the future?
I believe that it is important for Abbot’s Lea School to express our support for Parkfield
Community Primary and their inspirational Assistant Headteacher, Andrew Moffat (who,
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incidentally, is one of ten teachers shortlisted for the Global Teacher Prize 2019). The work
they are doing is essential but, more importantly, it is absolutely right and must continue
without any interference from families or religious communities. I could never look our students
or families in the eye if, for one second, I considered removing aspects of the PSHE curriculum
in case it caused somebody offence to be taught about LGBT issues. We are all equal and
have the right to live happy and healthy lives where our human rights are enshrined in law
protecting us from discrimination and prejudice.
On a final note, it is worth repeating a message we give to our students all the time. You can
talk to any member of staff, in confidence, about your sexuality, sexual preferences, gender
identity or any other LGBT issue. We are here to listen; not to tell.
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Autism Research and Development
Ms Micah Grimshaw, Head of Autism Research and Development

E: micah.grimshaw@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

This week my Monday looked a little different as I was invited to speak at the House of Lords,
where I shared my personal journey of being a Helena Kennedy Foundation scholarship
winner and I was also able to represent the staff and students at Abbot’s Lea School. Helena
Kennedy Foundation awards bursaries to disadvantaged students so that they are able to
continue their studies into Higher Education. I spoke about our students at Abbot’s Lea School
who are often at a disadvantage from accessing education and employment due to a disabling
society that does not accommodate a diverse way of thinking.
We know that this is changing, and that people are becoming more understanding and
accepting of others. With the impact we are currently having on improving wellbeing and
employability for our students, I am pleased to be part of a school that is influencing such great
change.
On Tuesday, I co-delivered Autism Awareness training to one of the highest performing
independent family of schools in the UK with our Headteacher, Mrs Hildrey. The session was
really positive, and the feedback highlighted the staff interest in further training so that they
feel better able to truly meet all needs.
Next week I am looking forward to continuing with the campaign for understanding autistic
girls and women. I will be delivering a full day workshop on Tuesday, followed by staff twilight
training. If you are interested in attending the workshop detailed below, please email me:
micah.grimshaw@abbotsleaschool.co.uk.
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Primary Department
Mr Scott-Scarth, Head of Primary Department
E: dean.scott-scarth@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

As Mrs Hildrey stated in her foreword, the spring is finally here and the students of the Primary
Department have been taking full advantage of the sunshine by enjoying our outdoor spaces,
running, playing, using our Pirate Ship and flying about on our bikes, trikes and scooters.
The students of Ireland Class have been experimenting with water, collecting the rain water
and using it to turn water wheels. Some students used the water to paint pictures and to draw
letters and write their names. Inside the classroom the students were busy solving jigsaw
puzzles and sorting out letters and pictures in an interactive Phonics session.
Wales Class got themselves in a spin playing Twister. The students were using the session
as a part of their physical activity and sensory circuit in addition to turn-taking, communication,
colour recognition and, most important of all, to have fun and engage with the curriculum.
Earlier in the week the students of Wales Class regaled me with tales of a Pirate that sailed to
a Tropical Paradise, met a friend and found some treasure. The students wrote the story using
the strategies from Talk 4 Writing.
Key Stage Two immersed themselves in story telling this week, telling and retelling stories
using the structure from Talk 4 Writing and supported by the dedicated staff. Students
constructed their own storyboards, devised interesting characters and placed them in perilous
and exciting situations. The process of writing was fascinating and demonstrated ability to
write for different audiences, construct exciting stories using interesting vocabulary and
engaging dialogue, with patience for one another and excellent turn-taking and mutual respect
shown.
The excellence and high standard of writing was demonstrated in the week when the Key
Stage Leaders successfully presented the evidence for the Liverpool Writing Quality Mark and
Abbot's Lea School were awarded the Silver Award. This is astonishing news as this was our
first year of being part of the quality mark and we were offering evidence for the Bronze Award.
This is outstanding evidence of the quality of Teaching and Learning on offer at Abbot's Lea
School with the class teams at the point of delivery securing incredible outcomes for our young
people.
The students of USA Class enthusiastically presented some of their Home School Projects
this week. Ellis and Isaac confidently presented their hard work and endeavour to their
classmates, demonstrating confidence and the feeling of empowerment in sharing their
learning.
Have a wonderful weekend.
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Secondary Department
Mr McVerry, Head of Secondary Department

E: anthony.mcverry@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Again, repeating from Mrs Hildrey and Mr Scott-Scarth - it has been a bright start to spring
here in the Secondary Department!
It has been nice to get out and about amongst the students and seeing what they have been
up to. Last week I carried out some quality assurance of our teaching and learning and saw
an amazing life skills lesson in Papua New Guinea, delivered by Mr Murphy. The students had
their own project based around office skills and the background information that they were
using was the global stocks and shares of companies. I have since been invited to join the
project as I was challenged by the class to outperform them. I have now joined this and well
on my way to global domination. I also had the pleasure of sampling their cafe this week with
a bacon butty delivered to my desk on Thursday morning, thank you for taking my late order.
While we are talking about Key Stage 4, I want to thank Australia class for stepping in this
week and delivering an assembly to the rest of the department, it was great to see your
enthusiasm in doing this and I am so sorry I missed it. They decided to focus on the topic of
happiness, something that they felt was needed and also because this week was National
Happiness Day. I was also very impressed with Samoa class who produced a leaflet
showcasing the school and their class, as part of their selling point there was the opportunity
for people to visit me in the assemblies, a great piece of work.
Key Stage 5 have also been busy this week, working within the theme of Our City. On Monday
the whole of the Key Stage was in the midst of an enrichment day that included a magical
mystery tour of Liverpool. All of the students seemed to enjoy their day out and it will only have
enriched their curriculum and learning. Thank you to all of the staff in Key Stage 5 for your
hard work on this.
Other classes across the department have taken hold of this theme and they themselves have
visited the museums, football stadiums, local parks and other iconic points of interest across
the city. It has been brilliant to see how these have influenced the planning of our staff and
also how exceptional the lessons have been.
Class Seychelles this week also had an amazing first aid lesson from the class HLTA, Mrs
Ainsworth. This is a very worthwhile lesson and also an essential skill that in the future our
students could use to save a life. Thank you to Mrs Ainsworth for taking this on and delivering
such an inspirational lesson.
I had the pleasure this week to meet with the Deputy Mayor, Mr Garry Millar in a follow on
meeting from his visit to Abbot's Lea School earlier in the year. He is firmly behind the work
that we as a school are doing and has introduced me to some people within the Local Authority
who could also support us with our developments.
I hope you have a wonderful weekend.
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School Business Support
Mrs Michelle Griffiths, Head of HR
E: michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

This week saw the world celebrate International Day of Happiness, the theme this year being
Happier Together, focusing on what we have in common, rather than what divides us.
Everyone wants to be happy and positive emotions have been linked with better health, longer
life, and greater well-being in numerous scientific studies. On the other hand, chronic anger,
worry, and hostility increase the risk of developing heart disease, as people react to these
feelings with raised blood pressure and stiffening of blood vessels.
Look after yourself this weekend and do something that makes you happy!

Mr Andrew Cocklin, Head of Finance and Operations
E: andrew.cocklin@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

In addition to the road works mentioned that are happening in April we have also been
advised today that Scottish Power will be commencing the installation of a low voltage
supply to the new Strawberry Fields development.
Works will commence Tuesday 26th March with an expected duration of ten working days.
Access to properties will be maintained at all times during the works and they will try to keep
disruption to a minimum.
There may be a small interruption to the highway as they will have traffic management in
place
All works will be completed during normal working hours.
We will advise if we get any further details.

Page 8 of 35

Charity Football Match
Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’

We would love families to get involved, please contact Mr Ryan Mason for
further details:
ryan.mason@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Primary Department – We Need Your Help!
Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’
We are busy developing our outdoor areas and need your help!
We have lots of exciting projects including a music wall and opportunities to develop
literacy and numeracy skills in the outdoors, too.
We would love to receive your donations of unwanted good quality, unbroken and
safe items, such as:

















pots and pans
metal colanders
big wooden/metal spoons
ladles
metal or rubber whisks
spatulas
plastic or metal buckets
backing trays
muffin trays
plastic bottle tops
round bin lids
plant pots
watering cans
shells
CD's
rolls of wall paper

Extra things we would appreciate include:




unused paint rollers, various sized paint brushes perfect for big and
small marks on walls and the ground
wicker baskets
tubes/guttering

We appreciate your help and support with all of our projects!
Thank you!!!
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Noticeboard
Egg-cited!

We are getting quite close to Easter now and it is time to start getting prepared and excited
for our Easter events at Abbot’s Lea School.
We will be holding our annual “Decorate The Egg” competition on Thursday 4 April 2019 – the
event is always very successful.
We have had some very imaginative designs in the past from the fabulous ‘Egg-terminate’ Dr
Who themed egg to a re-enactment of the Battle of Waterloo!

We will also be hosting our very own Easter Bonnet Parade in the School Hall on Thursday 4
April 2019 and invite all students from across the school to take part in this fun and creative
event.
We look forward to seeing our students’ amazing creations! We are so Egg-cited!

Miss L Sloan
Class Teacher – Wales
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Key Stage News and Updates
Early Years and Key Stage 1
Key Stage Leader: Miss O’Neill
Maria.O’Neill@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
In our key stage this week we have been continuing our exciting Pirate stories, learning
about the history of Liverpool and creating pirates and boats! Well done to everyone on
being awarded silver in the Liverpool Writing Quality Mark! The pupils spoke confidently and
proudly showed off their wonderful writing areas and marvellous work!
Ireland Class
In Ireland class this week we enjoyed the outdoors finding different objects to make marks
with. We all took part in the science activity 'float or sink?' and we extended this to the outdoors
where we collected items and placed them in our water trays. Everyone learnt about 'What we
see in Liverpool' and created a poster developing cutting and sticking skills, decision making
and writing skills! Well done! As we have been learning about Pirates, we investigated real
pirate treasure and fake pirate treasure using magnets. We learnt that both types of coins sunk
to the bottom but only the real treasure was metal and could be fished out with a magnet! We
have also been learning a famous Beatles song this week experimented with instruments to
play along with. Phew! A busy and exciting week! Have a lovely weekend!

Wales Class
Wales class have had another great week. We have been learning about more and less
in our maths lessons and collecting pirate treasure by programming the bee-bots in our
computing lessons. We made some wonderful pirate treasure boxes too! In English we
have continued our work on high frequency words and had a go at writing our own pirate
story using the story stones. The pupils worked so hard to create an exciting pirate journey
full of fantastic descriptions. Have a lovely weekend everybody.

Key Stage 2
Key Stage Leader: Mrs Lisa Walker
Lisa.Walker@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
The students have enjoyed continuing their studies of Liverpool in the War. A huge well done
to all of our students for welcoming Clare Putwain from School Improvement Liverpool into
our department as we were inspected for The Liverpool Quality Writing Mark - you were as
always amazing! Mrs. Walker :)
France Class
This week we have enjoyed collecting information for our bar charts about our favourite
animals. We collaborated as a class to make a story about little Jack for our talk for writing
story. We have designed our final World War 2 posters, we have also created a logo design
for the local safeguarding children partnership.
USA Class
The class have continued to focus on WWII this week. We have studied The Battle of Britain
and locally learnt about St.Lukes Church. In maths the students have continued with
multiplication calculations - I am very impressed! Well done! Mrs. Walker :)
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Key Stage News and Updates
Spain Class
The students in Spain class have had another busy week learning all about our city of
Liverpool. In literacy, the students have been working hard to write full sentences about World
War II and The Bombed out Church facts. In thematic lessons, the students have been
identifying countries involved in World War II and have been locating them on the map. The
students have enjoyed participating in a number of health and well-being activities this week
including a trip to Garston Park and an outing to their final golf lesson!
Canada Class
Canada class have enjoyed another fantastic week of swimming. They have made lots of
progress over the two weeks and have all enjoyed it. We have had another great dance lesson
this week and have enjoyed creating letters about evacuees on our new computing software,
purple mash. They have loved completing their writing on the computers. Well done Canada
class.
Italy Class
On Monday Italy class completed their news activities in English and shared photographs of
our weekend. In Maths we started a new topic statistics. We completed a tally chart to collect
information about our favourite fruit. On Tuesday we used this information to create a
pictogram. In Science we completed an experiment using the magnets. We looked at objects
that are magnetic and objects that are not magnetic. In English we made our own identity
cards from World War 2. We wrote our names, where we live, the date and put a picture inside
it. On Wednesday we looked at old and new transport from our city. We looked at the
photographs we took from the museum last week and compared them with photographs of
current transport in our city. On Thursday we continued with our phonics letters and sounds
and played our money maths shop game. In the afternoon we made Easter nests in Food
Technology. A reminder to Italy class parents that swimming starts next Tuesday 26th March.
Thank you.
Brazil Class
Great progress has been made on our second and final week of swimming. Well done Brazil
Class. Keep it up!
We have been busy checking on our Dig for Victory vegetables, they are coming on nicely and
link well with our science study on plant life cycles.
We found out about another WW2 initiative called "Make Do and Mend". We have all enjoyed
sewing and are looking forward to making something using our skills. We have been using our
new ICT program called Purple Mash exploring the range of cross-curricular tasks that are on
there. We are excited to use it again.
We have found out about two celebrations this week to. First day of Spring and the Hindu
festival of Holi then the great fund raising event of Lots of Socks. Thank you for your donations
and for taking part Class Brazil, well done!
Portugal Class
This week in Portugal has been very busy. We have taken part in some Talk for Writing
sessions and made story maps about an evacuee. We've used these to edit our own story. In
maths we have carried on with our work on statistics. We gathered our own data, presented it
in a tally chart and then used the data to make a block graph. We've also enjoyed our judo
sessions and our dance lessons with Patricia learning some Irish dancing. We're getting very
good at it now! During our lessons about WW 2, we have looked at posters used to encourage
people to sign up to fight in the war. We designed some posters of our own based on these
and also painted some wartime pictures in art.

Page 13 of 35

Key Stage News and Updates
Peru Class
Peru class have had a great week and have worked really hard. In one of our English lessons,
we took it in turns to stand up and share with our friends a story that we had made up
ourselves. In maths, we have continued to look at different ways of recording data, through
making tally marks and using pictographs to display data. Our topic this term is ‘Our City’. We
have continued to talk about our wonderful city, thinking about what it is like now and looking
at pictures and sharing stories of what it was like in the past. On Wednesday afternoon we
went for a little drive around the city, looking at and taking pictures of some local landmarks.
Keep up the hard work Peru Class!

Key Stage 3
Key Stage Leader: Mr Mason
Ryan.Mason@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Botswana Class
This week in Botswana we have been focusing our history, literacy and ICT lessons on the
transatlantic slave trade, with lots of research and creative writing. We have also enjoyed
getting started on designing our dream school in design technology (other than Abbot’s Lea
of course!).
Madagascar Class
A fantastic week in KS3 this week. Classes Madagascar and Mozambique have finished their
swimming lessons and have all done fantastically well! They have learnt new skills and
consolidated existing skills and overall have all had an amazing time! Their has also been
some great thematic learning taking place this week too with many activities linked to ‘Our
City’!
Mozambique Class
A great week again this week. We have been swimming each morning and have all improved.
We have sketched pictures of Abbots Lea house which will be on display in the Festival of
Learning. In Science we have made lemon rockets which worked very well and have learnt
about changing materials. We have extended our knowledge of fractions in Maths and in Food
Technology we made S'mores. In Music we have been looking at the music of the Beatles and
will be taking a trip to see Strawberry Fields. We have been learning the cities in the UK this
week and we all are aware of the capitals of each country. Our new book this week is Cosmic
by Frank Cottrell Boyce which we are enjoying.
Malawi Class
Malawi have been taking a look at how Maths can help with careers; we did decimal addition
with a shop scenario, multiplication and division by party planning and doubling recipe
ingredients in baking some party muffins.
We spent Wednesday afternoon in Calderstones Park choosing photos of new flowers which
we will paint on canvas in Art.
Continuing with mindfulness, we have made dreamcatchers and mandalas which, although
fiddly, were lots of fun to make!
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Key Stage News and Updates
We also joined in the Lots of Socks appeal for World Down's Syndrome Day and donned our
most colourful and mismatched socks possible!
Kenya Class
This week in Kenya class we have continued to explore the theme of our city and have visited
the Albert Dock on Monday, where the students viewed the many iconic landmarks that are
situated there. Students have continued to look at the life of John Lennon in history. We have
also began to look at the various rivers, seas and oceans which are located within and around
the UK. In Geography the students have been encouraged and supported with locating these
on a map. We have continued to focus on comparing fiction and no- fiction in English and have
also continued to practise multiplication in Maths.
Seychelles Class
Having passed the half way period of this term we reflect on what has been a busy week. We
have enjoyed exploring lots of topics in our different subjects, including:
• Dribbling and shooting in indoor hockey in PE
• Learning about Judaism
• The poetry of Roger McGough; exploring the use of language to create mood in poems
• Recognizing fractions, identifying equivalent fractions and calculating using fractions in
Maths
• Completing Solar System presentations and creating quizzes to test the rest of the class
• Practising map skills including understanding contour lines and layer colouring
Have a lovely weekend

Key Stage 4
Key Stage Leader: Miss Dallas
Katie.Dallas@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Samoa Class
On Monday, in English we were researching famous people from Liverpool to make a
biography about them, we then turned our biographies into presentations to show to each
other in the class. In Maths we did coordinates and learned how to move them in 2d or 3d
movements around the x and y grid. In ICT we learned how to use Microsoft Publisher and
made our first brochures which was quite difficult but kind of not bad. On Wednesday Samoa
class went on a hike to Tesco then enjoyed some nice drinks and snack at the cafe. In RE we
learned about Judaism to prepare for our trip to the Synagogue which will be happening in
about two weeks’ time. In Food Tech we made some chocolate nests which was quite messy
as Miss Gilbert nearly dropped all of the crunchy wheat cereal on the floor - which was quite
hilarious! We also made some small Easter baskets to take home for our families with our
chocolate Easter cakes in them. In Science we continued to learn about pollution.
Written by Mya Summerskill In Samoa Class.
Papua New Guinea Class
This week we have been working hard revising for our end of year exams. We have completed
a series of mocks under timed conditions utilising our time to show our very best work. In
Maths we have begun practicing perimeter and perimeter problems. In English we have been
exploring a speech by Mercutio in Romeo and Juliet about a fictional character Queen Mab.
We explored how at first she is described as kind and considerate fairy who brings joy and
happy dreams but ends up bringing nightmares! It was very interesting exploring the history
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Key Stage News and Updates
of Queen Mab and how Shakespeare used her character as a metaphor for the tumultuous
relationships people experience when they're in love.
In Science we completed more of our coursework researching the effects of communicable
and non-communicable diseases. In Cuppa New Guinea we had record orders for our special
Hoppy Easter Hot chocolates which we will be donating the proceeds from to Alder hey
children's charity.
In Life Skills we have been practicing our Office Skills by playing the virtual stock market
investing and trading stocks carefully. It looks like we have some budding market traders in
PNG!
Congratulations to the KS4 football team who did really well last week!
Have a lovely weekend!
Australia Class
What an exciting week for class Australia! On Thursday, Mr McVerry gave us the very
important job of delivering this week’s secondary assembly. Even though it was short notice,
the students worked extremely well to come up with an idea to focus on the theme of
'happiness' and created a fantastic presentation to deliver to the rest of the department. Well
done everyone, you did us all proud!!
Christmas Island Class
This week started off with a bang as we had an interesting tour of St. George's Hall on Monday
morning. We were informed of the history of the building, the courts and prison cells and shown
around the main hall which was absolutely beautiful. The pupils then returned to school to
compose their own 'Trip Advisor' style review of the day. Also in English, we wrote our third
and final diary entry which concludes our Liverpool Slave Trade topic. The pupils had Food
Tech this week and made some delicious yet healthy chicken wraps (which didn't last long at
all!). In Math's we learned the difference between area and perimeter and how both
measurements change with different shapes, in Art we began our typography final piece,
which will be on display at the Festival of Learning at the end of the term. Big thanks to those
who supported our appeal in aid of Down's Syndrome Association with the 'Lots of Socks' Day
yesterday. We hope you all have a lovely weekend!
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 5
Key Stage Leader: Mr Davenport
Paul.davenport@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Tasmania Class
WOW!!!! What a fantastic way to start a Monday morning. We went with Miss Wah and two
other staff over to the first lesson and made bread and then shaped them into guitars, baked
them and then we ate some of it and took some home. After this lesson we went for a fantastic
tour to see where the Cavern is and saw a statue of John Lennon which we got to stand next
to. For our final lesson on Monday we recreated our own Cavern Club model from recycled
materials. We cannot wait for our families to see our hard work we have done during the
festival of learning.
We continued with our cooking techniques making banana muffins. Most of us have never
tasted banana muffins before, never mind making them and everyone enjoyed eating the
muffins too!
We continued reading Awful Auntie which none of us guessed right what was about to happen,
but wow, who would have thought that Aunt Alberta would have dressed up and pretended to
be a police Sargent from Scotland yard. We cannot wait to read the next chapter to see what
happens next.
On a beautiful sunny Wednesday we had an amazing time with some of the students going to
Dutch Farm and others travelling to the gym. At Dutch Farm We turned over the soil and put
some fresh compost in for our plants to be replanted. We also cleared some brambles at the
back of the farm ready for the next project. We then collect the fresh farm eggs for Jimmy and
got to feed the chickens too.
After our fantastic tour on Monday and seeing the statue of John Lennon for our travel training
we decided to go and visit some of the Beatles homes. After visiting them we completed a
worksheet and researched where the Beatles had grown up and a bit of their background.
We hope you all have an amazing weekend and look forward to seeing you all next week.
Fiji Class
We began this week with an Our City themed collapsed curriculum day. Each of the Key Stage
5 classes participated in 3 sessions; bread making, a magical mystery tour and 3D model
making. Each class focused on one famous building in Liverpool and Fiji looked at 30 James
Street as it was the home of the White Star Line, the company who commissioned the Titanic.
We began the day with a trip to 30 James Street and had an exciting quiz with Mr Davenport!
We then built models of the Titanic with Mrs Wong out of different 3D shapes and then we
ended the day by making our own Titanic themed bread loaves with Miss Wah. A very fun and
exciting day for all of us! A special mention goes to our Star Chef, Joe Davidson who made
an accurate model of the Titanic out of bread!!!
On Tuesday, we visited the Maritime Museum and looked at the Titanic exhibition. This helped
us gather research and information to use in our Titanic information books that we have been
creating.
On Wednesday, we continued with our Maths and English lessons, reading the next
installment of Harry Potter. In the afternoon, we split into small groups. One group stayed in
school and did some theory on road safety and the other group split into 2 smaller groups and
went for a walk to Tesco in the sunshine. We concentrated on crossing the roads safely and
being aware of the things around us. We also talked about appropriate behaviour whilst we
are out and the importance of staying safe.
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Key Stage
Stage News
News and
and Updates
Key
On Thursday we had our weekly trip to the gym. Our confidence with using the public transport
is growing every week! In the afternoon, we had our history lesson about the aftermath of the
Titanic. We produced news articles about the Carpathia, the ship that rescued all of the
survivors from the shipwreck.
We ended the week saying a happy 18th birthday to Joe Davidson! Congratulations Joe!
Another special mention goes to our pupil of the week, Oliver Maxwell. He is a fabulous friend
and a brilliant role model to all pupils! Well done Oliver!!
New Zealand Class
We've had a busy week in New Zealand this week. On Monday the class took part in the Key
Stage 5 collapsed curriculum day which was on our term topic of My City. Our class examined
the Maritime Museum building, making nautical themed bread, models of the maritime
museum from cardboard, and then visiting the museum in the afternoon.
We looked at the exhibitions on slavery, the Titanic and the Merchant Navy. After this we
completed a comprehension task and wrote a report on our trip out. We have been working
hard on presentations on our topics of interest and scientific issues, and on Thursday, for
International Poetry day we wrote a short poem on, 'Things we love!'
We have been working on Geometry this week, drawing nets and then making Cuboids and
tetrahedrons. We then began using a protractor to draw triangles and measure angles.
We have been studying media to identify different kinds of media and how it can be interpreted
in different ways.
Odd Facts of the week
1) Bob Marley’s last words to his son before he died were “Money can’t buy life.”
2) A hippo’s wide open mouth is big enough to fit a 4-foot-tall child in.
3) Gorillas burp when they are happy.
4) Donald duck comics were banned from Finland because he doesn’t wear pants.
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Students of the week – Week 25
EYFS and Key Stage One
Ireland

Oscar Sanchez

Wales

Oscar Connor
Key Stage Two

Peru

Nathanael Dudek

Portugal

Ben Hayes

USA

Ellis Powell

Brazil

Sam Kelly

France

Faye Rowan

Canada

Brandon Channell

Spain

Brandon Kennedy

Italy

Charlie Waddington
Key Stage Three

Madagascar

Kieran McGinn

Seychelles

Luke Hawkhead Parry

Cape Verde

Joshua Irvine

Botswana

Joe Whinnett

Mozambique

Flynn Bligh

Malawi

Charlie Gilvary

Kenya

Royle Mensah
Key Stage Four

Australia

Owen Green

Papua New Guinea

Aiden Collins

Samoa

Lewis Panagopoulos

Christmas Island

Daniel Hurst
Key Stage Five

New Zealand

Liam Jones

Tasmania

Alex Firth

Fiji

Oliver Maxwell
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Week 25 in pictures
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Week 15
in pictures
16
2019-20
Academic
Year
18
Term 1
Staff training day:

Monday, 2 September 2019 – school closed to students

Students arrive on:
2019

Tuesday, 3 September 2019Term ends on:

October Holiday:

Monday 28 October 2017 to Friday 1 November 2019

Friday 25 October

Term 2
Term starts on:

Monday 4 November 2019

Term ends on:

Friday 20 December 2019 - finishing at 1:30pm

Christmas Holiday:

Monday 23 December 2019 to Friday 3 January 2020

Term 3
Staff training day:

Monday 6 January 2020 – school closed to students

Students arrive on:

Tuesday 7 January 2020

Term ends on:

Friday 14 February 2020

February Holiday:

Monday 17 February 2020 to Friday 21 February 2020

Term 4
Term starts on:

Monday 24 February 2020

Term ends on:

Friday 3 April 2020 – finishing at 1:30pm

Spring Holiday:

Monday 6 April 2020 to Friday 17 April 2020

Bank holidays:

Friday, 10 April 2020 – Good Friday and Monday, 13 April 2020 – Easter Monday

Term 5
Staff training day:

Monday 20 April 2020 – school closed to students

Students arrive on:

Tuesday 21 April 2020

Bank holiday:

4 May 2020 – Early Bank Holiday Monday

Term ends on:

Friday 22 May 2020

May Holiday:

Monday 25 May 2020 (Bank Holiday) to Friday 29 May 2020

Term 6
Term starts on:

Monday 1 June 2020

Official leaving date:

Friday 26 June 2019* *Friday 26 June 2020 is an official leaving date for the
students in Year 11 as well as those in Key Stage Five who are finishing their
education at ALS that summer.

Staff Transition INSET:

Friday 10 July 2020 – school closed to students

Transition Week:

Monday 13 July-Friday 17 July 2020**

Students’ last day:

Friday 17 July 2020 – finishing at 1:30pm

Staff training day:

Monday 20 July – school closed to students

Term ends on:

Monday 20 July 2020

** Transition Week is a period of time during which the students will be taught in their next year’s classes
– this is to support smooth transition into ALS, into a new Department, Key Stage or a new class.
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Key Diary Dates
Our academic year 2018-19 term dates are available on our website:
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/ALS-Term-Dates-201819.pdf

Please note planned early finishes and closure dates, as known at present:
TERM 4:
Early finish on Friday, 5 April 2019 at 1:30pm
Spring Holiday: Monday 8 April 2019 to Monday 22 April 2019
Bank holidays:
Friday, 19 April 2019 – Good Friday
Monday, 22 April 2019 – Easter Monday
TERM 5:
Bank holiday:
Monday, 6 May 2019 – Early Bank Holiday Monday
May Holiday: Monday 27 May 2019 to Friday 31 May 2019
TERM 6:
Staff training day: Friday 12 July 2019 – school closed to students
Staff training day: Monday 22 July – Wednesday 24 July 2019 – school closed to
students
Summer Holiday: Thursday 25 July 2019
Bank holidays:
Monday 26 August 2019 – August Bank Holiday

Key Diary Dates for the remainder of the year can be found on our website,
under the EVENTS tab:
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/event

Next academic year, 2019-20 is also now planned, with the specific term dates
available for you to view on our website:
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/2019-20-termdates.pdf

Page 32 of 35

HOLIDAY:
Monday, 18 February 2019 to Friday, 22 February 2019
Head’sFEBRUARY
Weekly
Newsletter

TERM 4 - 30days
WEEK
NUMBER
26

27

W/C

Date

Event

Comment

Mon 25.3.19
25.3
26.3 headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
 09:30-12:00 Dance Movement Therapy
Mrs Tue
Ania Hildrey, Headteacher,
 Girls and Autism workshop in Conference Room – Miss Grimshaw
 Twilight – Girls and Autism – Miss Grimshaw
Wed
27.3
 09:30-15:30 RE Conference at Liverpool Anglican Cathedral (Ross
Flanagan attending)
 09:00-12 noon SALT Clinic
Thur
28.3
 13:30-14:30 Dance Movement Therapy
 15:30-16:30 Dance Movement Therapy (Staff Group)
 09:00-15:00 Educational Visits Co-ordinator Training – School
Improvement
Fri
29.3
 Departmental Assemblies
9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department
10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department
 9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning
Mon 1.4.19

1.4.19





Tue

2.4

Wed

3.4

Thur

4.4

Fri

5.4.19












Term 4 – Festival of Learning
Seeing is Believing for Governors
09:30-15:30 Sciencetastic, Fantastic Science Training – School
Improvement
Term 4 – Festival of Learning
Seeing is Believing for Governors
09:30-12:00 Dance Movement Therapy
Term 4 – Festival of Learning
Seeing is Believing for Governors
Easter Bonnet Parade – Miss Sloan
Decorate the egg competition – Miss Sloan
13:30-14:30 Dance Movement Therapy
15:30-16:30 Dance Movement Therapy (Staff Group)
Departmental Assemblies
9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department

Assemblies and Coffee Morning
are open to families. Parking is
available on site on a “firstcome-first-served basis” only. No
photography permitted.
Please note that the Festival of
Learning this term is just on
Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday.

Assemblies and Coffee Morning
are open to families. Parking is




10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department
9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning
12:00 Deadline for completed SCERTS baseline assessments

available on site on a “firstcome-first-served basis” only. No
photography permitted.



END OF TERM 4@13:30

13:30 finish
Packed lunch provided

SPRING HOLIDAY: Monday, 8 April 2019-Friday 19th April 2019
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