Head’s Weekly Newsletter
Issue 26, 29 March 2019

Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Dear Students, Families, Colleagues and Friends
Welcome to the penultimate newsletter of this term – a gentle reminder: we finish at 1:30pm
next Friday!
This week has been full of promise for our students and the school:
We received a written confirmation of our Liverpool Writing Mark Silver Award, together with
a detailed report on our superb Literacy developments – see next pages for the detail. This is
a fantastic recognition of the hard work of the team and a living proof of “vision to reality”
journey we are on (School Development Plan priority: Our Students: We will develop
further our Literacy curriculum across the school).
We also received an Official Report from the House of Commons regarding the Parliamentary
Debate I referred to in last week’s newsletter, where the work of Abbot’s Lea School is praised
at national level. More importantly, our holistic Philosophy of Education: The ASD Model © is
recognised as the way forward in supporting “the whole child” in their education – I attach the
extract from the report for your awareness and as a sign of another bit of work we promised
to do (School Development Plan priority: Our Autism Research and Development: We
will lead innovation and positive change in the field of Autism).
Lastly, but most importantly, no matter what we, the staff of the school say about our intent,
vision and philosophy or what we report on the process of the implementation of any reforms
– big or small – it is the impact of what we do on the lives of our students that matters the most
(School Development Plan priority: We will further empower our students to have a
voice at school, at home and in the local community).
We hosted a fantastic session where the very students and families shared their life stories
and, through that, contributed to the shaping of better future in the world of Autism-friendly
society – see page 12 for more details.
The lived experience and the personal reflections are the true reward for any work that we do.
There is no better way to celebrate our impact that to read the most profound and positive,
life-affirming poem written by one of our senior students, Leon Lynes.
I know you will all join me in congratulating Leon on his fantastic piece. I also know that his
wise, mature and self-assured words will inspire others to seek self-realisation and celebration
of each of our individuality. Wonderfully simple, yet so difficult to achieve, is it not?
I thank you all for your hard work, your support and your positive input to our school’s ongoing
development.
With kindest regards and best wishes for the weekend ahead.
Mrs A. Hildrey
Headteacher

Abbot’s Lea School in The House of Commons
Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’

Stephen Twigg, MP:
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Poem by Leon Lynes
Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’

I HAVE AUTISM SO WHAT

When I was seven, I was diagnosed with ASD, which stands for autism spectrum
disorder.
In my old school, I did not receive a good education and I was bullied for my condition
but people with ASD are cool and they have good imaginations.
It does not make us aliens, we just have different brains. When I was nine my life got
better, I came to a school that is autism friendly.
This school is called Abbot’s Lea. Abbot’s Lea is the best school I have been in.
They gave me a chance and they understand what I need. If you have ASD, do not
feel insecure about yourself, just be yourself.
I have been in art competitions and I came second place. I enjoy Football and I am a
Liverpool supporter.
My conclusion is, be you and do not be anything but you, be happy and do not feel
insecure, feel proud of yourself!
Leon Lynes
Class Botswana
Key Stage 3
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Online Parenting Guides
Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’
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Roadworks on Beaconsfield Road
Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’
We have received a confirmation of some upcoming roadworks on Beaconsfield
Road.
This is in relation to work being carried out by the Salvation Army on their Strawberry
Fields training centre on the opposite side to Abbot’s Lea School.
We have received notification of a change of date - road works will now commence 15
April, 2019!
As this date is during school Easter holidays, this will now allow us to monitor the
works whilst staff and students are not in school.
We will update parents, staff and school transport with the normal time the works are
starting, stopping and the exact location of the works prior to staff and students
returning to school.
Please do note, updates will be communicated as follows:
Parents - Parentmail and text message
Staff – email
School Transport – call directly
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Care and Safeguarding
Ms Alison Twomey, Head of Care and Safeguarding
E: Alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Nearly three years ago, the government introduced a new domestic abuse offence of 'coercive
and controlling behaviour', carrying a penalty of up to five years in prison as well as a fine. On
Wednesday this week I attended a conference raising awareness of coercive control and the
devastating impact this has on families. The conference, organised by the Liverpool
Safeguarding Children Board brought together professionals from a range of agencies with
one clear goal - raise awareness of coercive control
Coercive control is a term used to describe a pattern of behaviour which seeks to take away
the victims sense of liberty or freedom, to strip away their sense of self. It includes a wide
range of controlling acts including manipulation, isolation, intimidation, sexual coercion,
humiliation and gaslighting (a form of psychological abuse in which a victim is manipulated
into doubting their own memory, perception and sanity). Women’s Aid says perpetrators of
coercive and controlling behaviour are still not feeling full force of the law, despite it becoming
a criminal offence in 2015.
Anyone working in safeguarding will already have an awareness of domestic abuse and how
difficult it is for victims (of any gender) to seek help. Coercive control is even more insidious
in that victims often don’t realise what is happening to them and can be persuaded by the
perpetrator that they are to blame for the abuse. During the conference, we heard from a victim
of coercive control who described in painstaking detail the abuse she had suffered at the
hands of her ex-partner. In that particular case, the victim was psychologically, financially and
physically abused by a man who had initially appeared to be a ‘perfect gentleman’. In fact,
when the police were made aware of his actions, they discovered four ex-partners had already
taken out restraining orders on him and he had previous convictions for assault and fraud.
Thankfully, enough evidence was gathered by the police to secure a conviction of coercive
control and the perpetrator received a custodial sentence.
Domestic abuse is a huge issue for Merseyside - with a report of domestic violence made to
police every 19 minutes in 2017. Overall 33% of all violent crimes recorded in the Merseyside
police force area are related to domestic abuse. Seeking support is the difficult first step for
victims to take. Locally you can contact the following agencies:
www.liverpooldomesticabuseservice.org.uk
0151 263 7474

www.sl-domesticabuseservices.org.uk
0800 083 7114

www.mdvs.co.uk
0151 709 8770 or 0778 094 8890

www.thefirststep.org.uk
0151 548 3333

The National Domestic Violence helpline: 0808 2000 247
The Men's Advice Line is a confidential helpline for male victims of domestic violence and
abuse. Whether you are in a heterosexual or same-sex relationship you can call 0808 801
0327, Monday-Friday 10am-1pm and 2pm-5pm.
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Autism Research and Development
Ms Micah Grimshaw, Head of Autism Research and Development
E: micah.grimshaw@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

On Tuesday I was joined once again by Key Stage 3 student Alison and Key Stage 4 student
Mya, along with 3 dedicated parents as we hosted another full day workshop to raise
awareness of Autism from the female perspective.
Participants came from different types of settings, and all were keen to develop their
understanding of Autism and improve their provision for girls. I was extremely proud of all
those that spoke to share their emotional experiences, and this was well received by workshop
participants who unanimously agreed that the training was ‘excellent’.
I wanted to share a parent reflection following the workshop that was delivered:
"Micah I just wanted to say thank you for yesterday! I think the session I attended was really
great, informative and almost like therapy, a few shed tears but this only reinforced how hard
it can be as a parent if your child with needs can’t attend a school that understands your child.
I have never for a day took for granted the amazing work Abbot’s Lea School does for our
children and how blessed we are that our child was never exposed to the horror stories some
others have experienced, you gave us the platform to share with SEN staff from other schools
and gave them some understanding of the fight some children have every day just to attend a
normal day in society. Abbot’s Lea School and staff are like a cloud of protection around the
pupils who are there and make such a difference in the lives of pupils and their families. So
thank you Micah and an extra huge thank to ALL Abbots Lea staff you are truly making a
difference."

Well done girls (and women)!
You may be interested to know that the Psychology Department at Lancaster University has
organised a free public event in support of World Autism Awareness Week. They will be
delivering short talks about their autism research on Saturday, 6 April at the Lancaster
University Management School (please see flyer in this Newsletter). Booking isn't required
and free refreshments will be provided. I think the talks will be particularly interesting for
families with autistic children and professionals who work with autism.
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Primary Department
Mr Scott-Scarth, Head of Primary Department
E: dean.scott-scarth@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

This week Ireland Class have been enjoying the Spring sunshine, visiting a local park and
dancing between the daffodils. The students then returned to school to paint and draw the
flowers and wildlife that they had observed.
Wales Class enjoyed an active and multi-sensory Maths session, dancing across the textured
stepping stones and crawling through the sensory tunnel before completing Maths challenges.
Brazil Class took part in their own Great British Sewing Bee, producing wonderful felt hearts
using intricate stitching and fine and gross motor skills to manipulate the material and craft
creative hearts.
Canada Class visited the Albert Dock, taking advantage of the Spring sunshine to complete a
sightseeing tour of the maritime history of Liverpool. The class went on to visit the Liverpool
Maritime Museum, observing the history of Liverpool, including the association with Titanic.
Peru Class embarked on a busy schedule of sightseeing visits around Liverpool in preparation
for visits to the Swimming Pool. After several visits on the minibus around the city the class
began swimming, having a splashing time in Halewood Leisure Centre.
Portugal Class received visitors this week, welcoming witnesses of the terror and devastation
of World War Two. Portugal's visitors talked about the war, danced with the students and
hosted a dinner party, themed around The Lion and the Unicorn and Percy's Postcards.
Spain Class enjoyed the sunshine, stretching their legs and racing about on Bikes, Trikes and
Scooters. The students increased their physical activity, took turns with the equipment and
enjoyed playing together and developing friendships.
Next week is the beginning of our fourth Festival of Learning. Please contact school (Ms Bev
Lunt on Reception) to make an appointment to visit the festival, speak to the staff and enjoy
the fruits of the students hard work and industry.
Have a wonderful weekend.
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Secondary Department
Mr McVerry, Head of Secondary Department
E: anthony.mcverry@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

I cannot believe that we only have one week left of this term, it certainly has flown by and we have
of course had lots going on. Next week we are showcasing the work from across the school in out
Festival of Learning which is a great opportunity to come into school and look at the work that our
students have been completing under the theme of 'Our City'. If you have not yet made an
appointment and wish to come then please contact reception.
This week I had the pleasure of sneaking into the session led by Miss Grimshaw on Girls in Autism,
it was great to see so many professionals wanting to learn more about how autism affects girls and
how underrepresented they are within society. It is something that I am keen to explore further and
what spurs me on is seeing our students; Mya and Alison and their mum's talk candidly about their
'lived experiences' of having autism or living with a daughter with autism. The session was highly
emotive, but it had a profound impact upon me and the other professionals in the room, thank you
for being so honest and letting me share those moments.
I also spent time this week delivering a session for our interns down at AMEY. The session was
something that is essential for students and adults in employment, their rights and responsibilities
within the workplace. Thank you to Mrs Griffiths, our Head of HR for the session outline and
resources. The students covered things such as their contracts, holiday entitlements, the law and
thinks such as the roles within an organisation. It sparked a lot of debate and questions which was
good to see. They are making massive progress and I am so impressed with them.
After leading that session I had the pleasure of going to Speke Hall to discuss their role within the
Supported Internship project. I had the opportunity to spend time with the General Manager and
the Heads of Department. It was great to see how inclusive they are already and how much they
want to do to become fully inclusive of all. They are really interested in the internships and want to
explore this further and potentially role it out as much as they can. They have also thought of other
ideas and projects that the school can get involved in such as educational visits, our students
delivering autism friendly tours of the hall itself and supporting the trust in other ways. It was a
really successful meeting and I cannot be more enthused about the whole agenda that we have.
On Thursday I had a very productive meeting with Martin Wilby and Lynn Newton from the Local
Authority, the figures behind Supported Internships and Independent Travel Training and Lesley
Penton, the Partnerships Manager from Regenda Housing Group. The aim of the meeting was to
address the still lack of supported employment across the city. A shocking fact that amount of
people with a disability who are employed has dropped from 6% to 5.8% in recent times. With all
the work that we are doing it is key that we continue to highlight what we are doing and also break
down barriers even further. The group will meet regularly with the key aim to raise the profile locally
and regionally of what we are doing and the fact that we want more.
Today we had Myerscough College in delivering our secondary assembly, showcasing what the
college has to offer. Every single student in the department had access to this and it was great to
see how interactive the students were and how much they enjoyed learning about the college and
the courses that it offers.
Have a great weekend.
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School Business Support
Mr Andrew Cocklin, Head of Finance and Operations
E: andrew.cocklin@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Really busy this week with financial year end an opportunity to reflect on all the investment
made in school over the past 12months.
Here is hoping for a similar 2019-20!

Charity Football Match
Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’

We would love families to get involved, please contact Mr Ryan Mason for
further details: ryan.mason@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Primary Department – We Need Your Help!
Media
‘Momo’
We areSocial
busy developing
our Challenge
outdoor areas and
need your help!
We have lots of exciting projects including a music wall and opportunities to develop
literacy and numeracy skills in the outdoors, too.
We would love to receive your donations of unwanted good quality, unbroken and
safe items, such as:

















pots and pans
metal colanders
big wooden/metal spoons
ladles
metal or rubber whisks
spatulas
plastic or metal buckets
backing trays
muffin trays
plastic bottle tops
round bin lids
plant pots
watering cans
shells
CD's
rolls of wall paper

Extra things we would appreciate include:




unused paint rollers, various sized paint brushes perfect for big and
small marks on walls and the ground
wicker baskets
tubes/guttering

We appreciate your help and support with all of our projects!
Thank you!!!
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Easter Celebrations
Egg-cited!

We are getting quite close to Easter now and it is time to start getting prepared and excited
for our Easter events at Abbot’s Lea School.
We will be holding our annual “Decorate The Egg” competition on Thursday 4 April 2019 – the
event is always very successful.
We have had some very imaginative designs in the past from the fabulous ‘Egg-terminate’ Dr
Who themed egg to a re-enactment of the Battle of Waterloo!

We will also be hosting our very own Easter Bonnet Parade in the School Hall on Thursday 4
April 2019 and invite all students from across the school to take part in this fun and creative
event.
We look forward to seeing our students’ amazing creations! We are so Egg-cited!

Miss L Sloan
Class Teacher – Wales
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Adult Learning Opportunities
Egg-cited!
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Key Stage News and Updates
Early Years and Key Stage 1
Key Stage Leader: Miss O’Neill
Maria.O’Neill@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Ireland Class
Ireland class had fun this week finishing their pirate heads! We used tissue, card, masking
tape, and ping pong balls! We can't wait to show them off in the Festival of Learning. In maths
this week we have been learning more about 2D shapes and shapes we see everywhere. In
Literacy we have been reading pirate stories and making drawings from what we have read.
As part of our Spring activities we studied daffodils and created paintings from what we could
see. On Thursday afternoon we developed our co-ordination and physical skills by riding the
trikes and bikes. Looking forward to our Festival of learning, we think you will be impressed
with our work this term.

Wales Class
Wales class have had a lovely week. We have been learning all about addition in Maths and
have been continuing our work on high frequency words in English. We have done some
fantastic writing about all the lovely things we have been doing this term. In PE we played a
fantastic game of 'Pirates' where we had to 'climb the riggin'', 'scrub the deck' and 'jump
overboard'! It was so much fun. We read the Easter Story and made some beautiful Eater
crafts. Have a lovely weekend everyone.

Key Stage 2
Key Stage Leader: Mrs Lisa Walker
Lisa.Walker@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
This week KS2 have been busy finishing their artwork ready for display at The Festival of
Learning - we are looking forward to seeing you there! Mrs. Walker :)
France Class
This week France class have started swimming lessons, the children are really enjoying
themselves and improving their swimming. The boys and girls have been learning about bar
charts in maths this week and gathering information and how to put this into their bar chart.
The class have also nearly completed their judo lessons with their last one next week. The
class have learnt a lot in judo lessons, listened and followed the judo teacher’s instructions
impeccably.
USA Class
The class have continued to study multiplication and division in maths and have investigated
the invention of The Enigma Machine in WWII and created some of their own codes! Well
done all… Mrs Walker :)
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Key Stage News and Updates
Spain Class
The students have had an action packed week and have thoroughly enjoyed their swimming
lessons. It has been a pleasure to see the students take to the water, develop their confidence
in the pool and improve upon their swimming technique day by day. In the afternoons, the
students have been engaging with lots of sensory based activities whilst continuing their
learning about World War II. The students would like to wish all their parents a Happy Mother's
Day on Sunday.
Canada Class
This week Canada class have been working hard learning all about the city. We went to visit
the Albert docks, The Piermaster's house and the Maritime museum. The students really
enjoyed this trip out and we got to see all the things we have been learning about. Canada
also had dance this week. There has been some fantastic home learning projects for world
war 2 and Easter that have been made and we look forward to sharing them with you next
week. Another great week.
Italy Class
Italy class have had a fantastic week. We went on the minibus to the Pier Masters House at
the Albert Dock on Monday. We went to visit inside the house and look at the rooms which
are still laid out like what it would have looked like during World War 2. The pupils recognised
an identity card, a ration book and a gas mask. On Tuesday we started our swimming lessons
at Halewood Swimming Pool. The pupils were fantastic! All the staff were very impressed with
how the pupils followed instructions well and got changed with decreasing support from staff.
Well done Italy class, keep up the good work!
Brazil Class
Brazil Class have been working hard this week covering fractions and more division problem
solving in maths. We have been using the WW2 book Tail End Charlie as a start for some
brilliant descriptive poetry- lovely ideas, well done Class Brazil.
We have been checking on our vegetable plot in this lovely weather which is ideal, dancing in
pairs in PE and learning about traditions around the world for a special day which is coming
on Sunday! Be prepared for a lovely surprise coming home today 😉
Have a lovely weekend Brazil, you deserve it.
Portugal Class
This week in Portugal, we continued our theme of World War 2. On Tuesday, we went to
the Pier Master’s house on Albert Dock to see what life was like in a house in the forties.
We also had two very special visitors, Jack and Audrey who were children during the war.
We had a tea party and they showed us some old newspapers from when they were
younger.
A great week, and we look forward to another week ahead!
Have a great weekend!
Peru Class
Wow! What can we say? Peru have had an exceptional week. We have had so much fun
swimming. The children have made us very proud this week, their behaviour has been
amazing. The children have done everything that has been asked of them and followed all
instructions. Some of our class have even conquered their fears! Well done class Peru!
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 3
Key Stage Leader: Mr Mason
Ryan.Mason@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Botswana Class
Botswana have had an amazing week! We have continued learning about the slave trade and
the civil rights movement in our topic lessons. In Maths we have looked at fractions and in
English we have continued our letter writing skills. We were also very lucky to take part at the
LFC School that took place at Anfield stadium on Wednesday.
Madagascar Class
It has been eventful week in Class Madagascar. On Wednesday as part of Food Technology
we made bread rolls, which the student's greatly enjoyed. As part of PE we have taken part
in some excellent basketball sessions run by the Greenbank Sports Coaches. We practiced
dribbling, shooting skills and also played matches. In Science we have begun an experiment
exposing bread to different types of germs, which we conclude next week.
Mozambique Class
What wonderful weather this week. We have enjoyed being outside and have now finished
our pictures of Abbots Lea house. We have been looking at different types of rocks in Science
and can identify what types they are and how they are formed. In Literacy we have continued
reading Cosmic and have discussed what it would be like to go into space. In Maths we have
consolidated our work on fractions. We have completed our tests this week in Literacy and
Maths and in Geography we looked at the origins of the street names in Liverpool. We really
enjoyed making Jelly Bath gloop and have worked on mindfulness, meditation and
mindfulness colouring. We have made Mother’s Day gift and have enjoyed our week.
Malawi Class
This week in Art, Malawi have been finishing the masks we started at the start of the year
and we love the results! We have ninjas, futuristic warriors and so many more designs
besides. We're very excited to uncover the finished articles!
For P.E., we had a new experience of a joint basketball session with Madagascar class. We
saw brilliant teamwork, absolute respect for the coaches and some excellent skills even from
those who have never played it before. Slam dunk to both classes!
Our English lessons have consisted of creative writing, focussing on the development and
description of setting and character as well as a full and exciting plot. Ranging from
mountain explorations to animal rescue, city adventures and global business ventures, the
stories are dragging us in and we can't wait for more!
Great work Malawi!
Seychelles Class
This week, Seychelles class have been studying the poems of Roger McGough. Listening to
them and discussing our likes and dislikes of each. Then on Thursday we were tasked to write
our poems and read them out to the class.
In Art we have been looking at the artist Tula Moon. We then drew a Liverpool Landmark,
coloured it in lots of colours and painted it black before scratching it out using a paperclip.
We have been designing our own Album Covers, likening them to Sergeant Peppers Lonely
Heart Club Band.
In Maths we have been leaning fractions and in Science we were looking at the Solar System
and how light is absorbed and refracted.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Kenya Class
This week in Kenya class we have continued the theme of Our City and have looked at John
Lennon's life during the 1970's and 1980's and have placed events in John Lennon's life in
chronological order. In English students have been looking at nonfiction information texts and
have planned to create their own non chronological reports. In Science students participated
in the BBC Blue Planet Live Lesson all themed around reducing, reusing and recycling plastic.
Students have continued the theme of wellbeing in Life Skills and have planned and completed
their own workout routine, resulting in a few tired limbs come Thursday morning!

Key Stage 4
Key Stage Leader: Miss Dallas
Katie.Dallas@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Christmas Island Class
The pupils in Christmas Island have worked really hard this week to complete their projects
that will be going on display at the Festival of Learning. This includes the Liverpool Tourism
Booklet, the Liverpool Typography Lambanana and their Diary Entries of a worker in the
Transatlantic Slave Trade. We're really excited to display this work as it is all of amazing
standard and we hope you will enjoy viewing it all next week. Along with all of this hard work
we have also completed our Plastic Pollution topic and all pupils have been practicing their
comprehension skills in English. Fingers crossed for the boys attending the football game this
Friday - you've practiced really hard every lunch time and deserve a win! Have a great
weekend!
Samoa Class
On Monday we did mindfulness Easter crafts by colouring and creating Easter wreaths. In
maths we continued our topic on co-ordinates. We started reading 'Our Day Out' in English,
and we created Kahoot quizzes around our biographies we wrote about famous icons in
Liverpool.
On Tuesday we watched the film adaptation of Our Day Out, then we used the context to
answer comprehension questions, some of us finished our Easter wreaths from yesterday.
In geography we learned how to read 4 figure and 6 figure grid references. On Wednesday
we practiced our tennis skills, and we created leaflets about St Georges Hall, featuring the
rooms and some facts regarding the building. On Thursday we presented our Kahoot quizzes
to the class and created bar charts/analysing data about the amount of carbon dioxide
countries produce. On Friday we learned how to live a healthy life in Life Skills, and in the
afternoon we created Easter chicks.
By Aaliyah Harry
Australia Class
It's been another great week in class Australia. In maths we have mastered angles of a
triangle and angles on a straight line. We also continued to get better at using a protractor.
The students have really enjoyed designing their own brochure about our city, and continue
to develop their skills using micro soft publisher. We carried on with the 'Liverpool' theme in
art with our typography lamb banana project, the students each designed their own lamb
banana on what Liverpool means to them - they look great!!
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Key Stage News and Updates
Papua New Guinea Class
This week in PNG we had a record number of orders in Cuppa New Guinea, so much so we
nearly ran out of produce! We also sold lots of our Hoppy Easter Hot Chocolates making £25
this week for Alder Hey.
In English we have been creating our own masquerade masks after being inspired by the party
scene in Romeo and Juliet. and created our own invitations to Capulet's party. We also
explored names and the connotations people have with certain ones and how Juliet wished
Romeo was not a Montague. The class did extremely well exploring hyperbole used in the
speeches.
In Life Skills on our trip to Asda Joe was extremely courteous and helpful to a lady who was
also shopping in the store. Well done Joe!
In Maths we continued practicing our exam skills, working our perimeter word problems and
completed our Star Maths assessments. In History we continued studying the civil rights
movement and researched The Black Panther party.
Callum went on a taster day to Greenbank College. He got an idea of what college life will be
like and met some of the staff he will be working with. He thoroughly enjoyed it!
On Friday many of our class were playing in the under 16 MLD League and received their
medals for taking part. Well done! Have a lovely weekend everyone!

Key Stage 5
Key Stage Leader: Mr Davenport
Paul.davenport@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Tasmania Class
In Tasmania this week, we made some delicious Cadbury creme egg muffins in our food tech
lessons. We have started our practical work on our horticulture project where we can put the
skills we learnt from Dutch Farm into practice. We have been weeding the raised beds ready
to start growing some vegetables. We also maintained the area outside our food technology
room where we cut the hedges and the brambles to make sure we get an easy access to our
food tech room. We designed and made our Mother's Day cards ready for this Sunday. We
would like to wish everyone a lovely weekend and happy Mother's Day!
Fiji Class
Fiji started this week by developing their dessert skills and baking an apple crumble. Peeling,
chopping, weighing and measuring accurately, all skills that were well practised by the Fiji
Chefs! We were also joined by Chantelle from New Zealand who did very well during her first
Fiji Food Tech lesson! A special mention goes to Tom Whitehead who is our Chef of the
Week! He not only made a delicious apple crumble, he helped others with their measurements
and welcomed our NZ friend to our class. Well done Tom!
On Tuesday, we went to the gym using the public bus. We are developing our confidence
each week and are starting to use our initiative and keep focus when we are approaching our
stops. Fantastic work, Fiji!!
In English this week we have continued reading Harry Potter. The latest chapter we read,
Harry and his class had their first Divination lesson and were learning how to read the future
through tea leaves. We created our own “tea leaves” patterns using paint and closing our eyes
and used our imaginations to find patterns and write an imaginary fortune. We came up with
some interesting futures!!
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Key Stage News and Updates
In Maths, we have been concentrating on telling the time. We have been practising using
analogue clocks and really trying to understand the different times. Fiji have all worked really
hard even though some have found this quite challenging!! So well done!!!
Towards the end of the week, we split into small groups again to practise our road safety
awareness. We walked to Woolton Village in small groups, remembering to stay focussed on
crossing the road safely and our surroundings. Our confidence at crossing the roads and
thinking for ourselves is improving every time we go out! Brilliant effort, Fiji!! Keep practising
these important life skills!
Great week, Fiji! A special mention goes to our pupil of the week, Sam Smith, who has tried
very hard with his reading and spelling this week! Really great work from you, Sam! Well done!
New Zealand Class
This week we have been getting to grips with Geometry. We started off the week looking at
maps and co-ordinate problems, followed by plotting points and shapes on a graph. We then
started on the puzzling task of identifying missing angles in problems without using a
protractor! Starting with looking at missing angles in triangles, we moved onto angles around
a point. There was even some algebra used in this process but we came through it unscathed!
Then we studied the great mathematician Pythagoras' theories about triangles! Phew!
It wasn't all maths though, we also continued completing our English work on our trip to the
Maritime museum, poems and our presentations. We also found time for our final Potato
enterprise activity and so after Easter we will be switching to making simple snacks for food
technology. We went to the gym on Thursday and again improved our skills in using public
transport and community facilities.
On Friday we ended the week with a trip to use the local cinema via our friends at the A.C.E
group. We watched Creed 2 and all enjoyed it. We will be writing reviews of the film next week.
Odd Movie Facts of the week
1) George Lucas’ Dog Inspired Chewbacca. The creator of the Star Wars world would drive
around with his large Alaskan Malamute in the front seat of his car, which he described as
“bigger than a human being and very long-haired.” The affection he felt for the dog was what
gave him the idea for the connection between Han Solo and Chewbacca. The dog was named
Indiana!
2) The Matrix Code Comes From Sushi. The complex-looking green digits scrolling down the
screen in The Matrix may look like mysterious code, but in fact they were symbols from a sushi
cookbook, scanned by the movie’s production designer.
3) While making the 'Wizard of Oz' the dog Toto was paid $125 a week. Judy Garland was
paid $500 a week.
4) Before the final book had come out in the Harry Potter series, Alan Rickman was the only
person other than J.K. Rowling to know that Severus Snape was defending Harry because he
was in love with Lily Potter. This was to make his performance genuine.

Page 24 of 36

Students of the week – Week 26
EYFS and Key Stage One
Ireland

Lucas Rosenthal

Wales

Tyler Wilson
Key Stage Two

Peru

Paul Traynor

Portugal

Archie Fletcher

USA

Jack Morrissey

Brazil

Ruben Chipchase

France

John Archer

Canada

Jacob Walsh

Spain

Jamie Clements

Italy

Conor Thompson
Key Stage Three

Madagascar

Alison Crellin

Seychelles

Anthony Hammond

Cape Verde

Paige Keenan

Botswana

Euan Lee

Mozambique

Francis Watkinson

Malawi

Oscar Bielecki

Kenya

Shasiah Griffiths
Key Stage Four

Australia

Matthew Birnie

Papua New Guinea

Joe Parry

Samoa

Aaliyah Harry

Christmas Island

Henry Lin
Key Stage Five

New Zealand

Joe McGrath

Tasmania

Tom Reed

Fiji

Sam Smith
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Week 26 in pictures
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Term 1
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2019-20 Academic Year
Staff training day:

Monday, 2 September 2019 – school closed to students

Students arrive on:
2019

Tuesday, 3 September 2019Term ends on:

October Holiday:

Monday 28 October 2017 to Friday 1 November 2019

Friday 25 October

Term 2
Term starts on:

Monday 4 November 2019

Term ends on:

Friday 20 December 2019 - finishing at 1:30pm

Christmas Holiday:

Monday 23 December 2019 to Friday 3 January 2020

Term 3
Staff training day:

Monday 6 January 2020 – school closed to students

Students arrive on:

Tuesday 7 January 2020

Term ends on:

Friday 14 February 2020

February Holiday:

Monday 17 February 2020 to Friday 21 February 2020

Term 4
Term starts on:

Monday 24 February 2020

Term ends on:

Friday 3 April 2020 – finishing at 1:30pm

Spring Holiday:

Monday 6 April 2020 to Friday 17 April 2020

Bank holidays:

Friday, 10 April 2020 – Good Friday and Monday, 13 April 2020 – Easter Monday

Term 5
Staff training day:

Monday 20 April 2020 – school closed to students

Students arrive on:

Tuesday 21 April 2020

Bank holiday:

4 May 2020 – Early Bank Holiday Monday

Term ends on:

Friday 22 May 2020

May Holiday:

Monday 25 May 2020 (Bank Holiday) to Friday 29 May 2020

Term 6
Term starts on:

Monday 1 June 2020

Official leaving date:

Friday 26 June 2019* *Friday 26 June 2020 is an official leaving date for the
students in Year 11 as well as those in Key Stage Five who are finishing their
education at ALS that summer.

Staff Transition INSET:

Friday 10 July 2020 – school closed to students

Transition Week:

Monday 13 July-Friday 17 July 2020**

Students’ last day:

Friday 17 July 2020 – finishing at 1:30pm

Staff training day:

Monday 20 July – school closed to students

Term ends on:

Monday 20 July 2020

** Transition Week is a period of time during which the students will be taught in their next year’s classes
– this is to support smooth transition into ALS, into a new Department, Key Stage or a new class.

Our academic year 2018-19 term dates are available on our website:
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Key Diary Dates
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/ALS-Term-Dates-201819.pdf

Please note planned early finishes and closure dates, as known at present:
TERM 4:
Early finish on Friday, 5 April 2019 at 1:30pm
Spring Holiday: Monday 8 April 2019 to Monday 22 April 2019
Bank holidays:
Friday, 19 April 2019 – Good Friday
Monday, 22 April 2019 – Easter Monday
TERM 5:
Bank holiday:
Monday, 6 May 2019 – Early Bank Holiday Monday
May Holiday: Monday 27 May 2019 to Friday 31 May 2019
TERM 6:
Staff training day: Friday 12 July 2019 – school closed to students
Staff training day: Monday 22 July – Wednesday 24 July 2019 – school closed to
students
Summer Holiday: Thursday 25 July 2019
Bank holidays:
Monday 26 August 2019 – August Bank Holiday

Key Diary Dates for the remainder of the year can be found on our website,
under the EVENTS tab:
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/event

Next academic year, 2019-20 is also now planned, with the specific term dates
available for you to view on our website:
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/2019-20-termdates.pdf
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Head’s Weekly Newsletter
TERM 4 - 30days
WEEK
NUMBER
27

W/C

Date

Event

Comment

 Term 4 – Festival of Learning
 Seeing is Believing for Governors
Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
 09:30-15:30 Sciencetastic, Fantastic Science Training – School
Improvement
Tue
2.4
 Term 4 – Festival of Learning
 Seeing is Believing for Governors
 09:30-12:00 Dance Movement Therapy
Wed
3.4
 Term 4 – Festival of Learning
 Seeing is Believing for Governors
 SALT Clinic
Thur
4.4
 Term 4 – Festival of Learning
 Seeing is Believing for Governors
 Easter Bonnet Parade – Miss Sloan
 Decorate the egg competition – Miss Sloan
 13:30-14:30 Dance Movement Therapy
 15:30-16:30 Dance Movement Therapy (Staff Group)
Fri
5.4.19
 Term 4 – Festival of Learning
 Departmental Assemblies
9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department
10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department
 9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning
 12:00 Deadline for completed SCERTS baseline assessments
Mon 1.4.19

1.4.19



END OF TERM 4@13:30

SPRING HOLIDAY: Monday, 8 April 2019-Friday 19th April 2019

Assemblies and Coffee Morning
are open to families. Parking is
available on site on a “firstcome-first-served basis” only. No
photography permitted.
13:30 finish
Packed lunch provided
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