Head’s Weekly Newsletter
Issue 28, 26 April 2019

Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Dear Students, Families, Colleagues and Friends,

Welcome to Term 5 of this academic year and I hope you enjoy reading our weekly newsletter
this weekend.
We were delighted to see all the students and staff at school and we also thank all the families
for their ongoing support – it is a wonderful community that we jointly create.
I was once told that there are some for whom the glass is half-empty, others for whom the
glass is half-full and also some for whom the glass is never big enough (in a good way!).
With that in mind, I want to officially welcome Mr McVerry to his new role of the Deputy
Headteacher at our school. Mr McVerry, known to many of you already, is totally committed
to our school’s vision, its values and our shared aspiration of jointly creating an international
centre of excellence in Autism education, research and professional development.
I know you will join me in congratulating him, wishing him all the best in the new job and
supporting him to drive the standards of education of our 3-19 year old students forward.
I attach, on the next two pages, a picture guide to the Strategic Leadership Team and
Operational Leadership Team members, as well as our Safeguarding Team.
Speaking of standards, as they say: “you cannot educate an empty chair...” and so, we will be
working extra-hard in the coming weeks to promote exemplary attendance at school – it seems
that we do have a problem in this area and the problem is growing. It therefore will be our key
area of focus in Term 5, 6 and beyond.
I hope that the families will support their children with attending school every day and that any
appointments and other commitments will be planned for outside of the school hours.
In fact, counting the school days in Term 5 and 6 of this year, we only have 57 opportunities
to “do good”. Once everyone is at school, the things we can achieve have no limits!
I wish you all – our students, their families and the whole staff team – a very enjoyable and
successful term ahead and I look forward to seeing you all in the coming days.
Have a pleasant weekend!
Yours sincerely

Mrs A. Hildrey
Headteacher
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Admissions Policy consultation - reminder
Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’
On Friday, 5 April 2019, The Governing Body of Abbot’s Lea School began its formal
consultation with the stakeholders about the Admissions Policy to Abbot’s Lea School.
All contributions to the consultation should be emailed to Kim Adair, Clerk to the Governing
Body by 1 May 2019 at 12 noon: Kim.adair@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
The suggested change proposes alignment of admissions arrangements to Abbot’s Lea
School Key Stage Five with that to any setting offering post-16 (or 6th Form) education.
The detail is specified in the policy document which follows:

Admissions
We believe this policy should be a working document that is fit for purpose, represents the
school ethos and enables consistent response to the requests for placements.
This policy sets out the principles of admissions to Abbot’s Lea School and specifies the usual
protocol for admissions.
To ensure equality of opportunity and access to quality educational provision, all students’
admissions will be treated fairly.
Abbot’s Lea School is a maintained co-educational day special school for students with Autism
and moderate learning difficulties and Liverpool City Council (LCC) is the commissioning Local
Authority. LCC determines the number of commissioned places on an annual basis.
All students have a statement of special educational needs or an Education, Health and Care
Plan with a finalised diagnosis of Autism and learning difficulties.
The admission process starts with the Local Authority referral being received by the school
and a decision to admit is subject to the funding agreement with the commissioning authority,
place availability and the assessment of needs confirming that the school can meet the
applicant’s needs. Final decision about whether the school can meet referred child’s needs or
offer a place lies with the school’s Headteacher.
The Liverpool City Council is the “admitting authority”.
Further information can be found on their website at: www.liverpool.gov.uk
Aims





To comply with the School Admissions Code of Practice.
To establish and maintain a fair and open admissions policy.
To ensure compliance with all relevant legislation connected to this policy.
To work with other schools and the local authority to share good practice in order to
improve this policy.

Guidelines
For Early Years, Key Stage 1, Key Stage 2, Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4:
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Prior to admission, the following steps will be followed:












Students are identified by a local authority;
A local authority sends an application for a place to Liverpool SEN Team;
Liverpool SEN Team sends that application to Abbot’s Lea School;
Abbot’s Lea School assesses the application based on the documentation
provided;
If a place is available and the funding agreement is in place, Abbot’s Lea School
gathers more information, including, in some cases, a school visit for the
prospective student and their family. This is referred to as a Prospective Student
Visit;
The placement is considered with close regard to the student’s needs, additional
reports, parental views and the views of the student;
If the placement is of interest to the student, their family and/or the local authority,
Abbot’s Lea School arranges an Pre-Admission Assessment Visit – this can be to
the current place of education or home;
An agreement is reached with the placing authority regarding the suitability of the
placement, the support required, the funding band level and a potential start date;
An Admission Meeting is then organised prior to a start date to give time for any
transition visits or support to be set up.
Admissions meetings for September intake will take place in the summer term to
enable new students to participate in the end-of-term transition week;

Once a student is placed at Abbot’s Lea School:





The student will be assigned to an age-appropriate class
The Class Teacher will make contact with the student’s family to agree
communication protocol
The Initial Assessment will begin
The Initial Placement Review will be held within six weeks of the commencement
of the placement. This is an informal review used to confirm the appropriateness
of the placement and to adjust the banding levels initially agreed, if necessary. It is
used to agree My Plan priorities.

For Key Stage 5:
Admission to KS5 will follow the process above but additionally, include a personal application
which must be submitted to the school’s Deputy Headteacher by the end of Term 4 each year
(by the last day of school before the start of Easter holidays).

Admission Criteria
For a placement to be offered, the following criteria must be met:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

EHCP
Confirmed diagnosis of Autism
Confirmed diagnosis of Learning Difficulties
Commitment to comply with the school’s Philosophy of Education: The ASD Model ©
Commitment to comply with the school’s Code of Conduct: The Golden Rules © and
all associated expectations including attendance, uniform and effective communication
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In addition to this, for a placement within Key Stage 5 to be offered, the following criteria must
be met:
1. A commitment to year 12 being a transitional year in preparation for a Supported
Internship, Further Education, Traineeship or paid employment.
2. An understanding that the only offer available with year 13 is a Supported Internship
at a linked employer
Role of the Governing Body
The Governing Body has:









the duty to regularly review the agreed admission numbers. Current approved
admission number is 227; LCC may direct the school to admit higher number of
students, as required;
delegated powers and responsibilities to the Headteacher to ensure all school
personnel and visitors to the school are aware of and comply with this policy;
responsibility for ensuring that the school complies with all equalities legislation;
responsibility for ensuring funding is in place to support this policy;
make effective use of relevant research and information to improve this policy;
responsibility for ensuring this policy and all policies are maintained and updated
regularly;
responsibility for ensuring all policies are made available to parents;
responsibility for the effective implementation, monitoring and evaluation of this policy.

Role of the Headteacher
The Headteacher in conjunction with the Governing Body will:









ensure all prospective parents are fully aware of the:
 admissions criteria;
 how to apply;
 appeal process;
ensure that all applications are looked at fairly and openly;
ensure all school personnel, pupils and parents are aware of and comply with this
policy;
provide leadership and vision in respect of equality;
provide guidance, support and training to all staff;
monitor the effectiveness of this policy by speaking with pupils, school personnel,
parents and governors;
report to the Governing Body on the success and development of this policy.

Appeals
A decision to admit a student into Abbot’s Lea School is made by the Deputy
Headteacher.
A decision not to admit a child into EY, KS1, KS2, KS3 and KS4 should be appealed
with the Liverpool City Council SEN Team.
A decision not to admit a student into KS5 should be appealed to the Headteacher.
The appeal decision regarding Key Stage Five admissions is final.
Role of Parents/Carers
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Parents/carers must:





be aware of and comply with this policy;
apply by using the appropriate application form;
see Liverpool SEN team as the point of contact for admission enquiries
if a place is offered, engage with the admission process

Raising Awareness of this Policy
We will raise awareness of this policy via:
 the school website
 weekly newsletter
Equality Impact Assessment
Under the Equality Act 2010 we have a duty not to discriminate against people on the
basis of their age, disability, gender, gender identity, pregnancy or maternity, race, religion
or belief and sexual orientation.
This policy has been equality impact assessed and we believe that it is in line with the
Equality Act 2010 as it is fair, it does not prioritise or disadvantage any pupil and it helps
to promote equality at this school.

Monitoring the Implementation and Effectiveness of the Policy
The practical application of this policy will be reviewed annually or when the need arises
by the coordinator, the Headteacher and the nominated governor.
A statement of the policy's effectiveness and the necessary recommendations for
improvement will be presented to the Governing Body for further discussion and
endorsement.
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Deputy Headteacher
Mr McVerry, Deputy Headteacher
E: anthony.mcverry@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Firstly welcome back to school everyone and it has been a good week with changeable
weather, which unfortunately postponed our Jim Jam Jog event this week. We will however
look to find a future date when the sun will be shining and we can have some fun.
We have also been busy preparing ourselves for the charity football match against the
Liverpool Football Club Foundation Coaches. This will be a great event and we have Jamie
Carragher and Ian Snowdon in attendance on the night. Please do come down and support
the team.
This week our students have been busy learning and getting enthralled in the new theme, 'Our
Heroes'. To me this is a really important topic and a hero doesn't have to be real people, they
can be someone that drives us on and someone who acts as a role model for us. I think people
out there with autism are changing the landscape for others. I had the privilege of heading up
the Research Focus Group with Ms Caddick this week, it was great to bring parents,
professionals and students together to talk about real issues. The two issues that we
discussed were employability and girls with autism. I cannot say how overwhelmed the group
was with our current students, two of whom are interns at Amey. They engaged in the
conversations and had their own views and opinions on failures, successes and more
importantly things we can do in the future.
Thank you to Callum Stevenson, Patrick Brough, Joe Parry, Ethan McKieran, Saoirise
Redmond, Alison Crellin and Caitlin Cook!
This week across the school there has been lots going on and you can read more about it in
the Key Stage sections of the Newsletter. Highlights for me are, our swimming lessons have
continued this week in Key Stage 2, Key Stage 4 visited Liverpool John Moore's University as
part of our careers programme and we started our new theme.
Have a great first weekend
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Care and Safeguarding
Ms Alison Twomey, Head of Care and Safeguarding
E: Alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

On Wednesday I was fortunate enough to join Key Stage 4 students on a trip to Liverpool John
Moores University. We spent several very enjoyable hours looking at different areas of the
university including teaching and learning areas and student accommodation. Throughout the
day, the students responded to all activities with enthusiasm and curiosity. Their behaviour
was impeccable and I was proud to be taking part in the experience with them.
It is the first time I have been on a ‘school trip’ since joining Abbot’s Lea and it is my sincere
hope that I don’t have to wait too long for my next opportunity. Learning outside the classroom
provides a unique learning experience with a variety of positive outcomes including improved
self-confidence and self-esteem, increased aspirations and motivation and a broader
understanding of society.
School trips are invaluable as there is no substitute for real experience in the wider world.
They provide a great opportunity for students to gain new experiences and face a range of
challenges that can contribute significantly to their personal development. Going on trips offers
students a unique cultural learning experience. It allows them to be involved in new
environments - key to encouraging curiosity about a given subject. It is also valuable as an
exercise in broadening a student’s understanding of the world and their place in it.
Educational trips also encourage the development of social, personal and study skills. It has
been observed that students appear to come out of their shell on school trips, becoming
creative and displaying leadership qualities. After all, life is full of challenges and we owe it to
our children to equip them with the skills to recognise risks, assess them sensibly and react
positively.
Back in 2008, Ofsted produced a report, ‘Learning Outside the Classroom’ which evaluated
the impact of out of classroom learning activities including field trips and residential. This report
was in response to the deterioration of such opportunities as schools shied away from
activities due to onerous risk assessments and bureaucracy. Ofsted reported “It was evident
that learning outside the classroom could make an important contribution to pupils’ future
economic well-being and to preparing them for the next stage of their lives.”
I personally cannot think of anything more important for a school to offer their students than
the opportunity to have a well-planned future with the prospect of earning a decent wage and
being self-sufficient. It was fantastic to see our students considering their educational options
post Abbot’s Lea and describing their hopes and dreams for the future. I’m sure they will all
be successful and we will be here to support them on their individual journey into adulthood.
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School Business Support
Mrs Michelle Griffiths, Head of HR
E: michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

What a busy first week back we have had – with mostly lovely sunny weather. This week we
are busy shortlisting applicants for our Teaching Assistant posts, we have had a great
response and hope to confirm interview dates soon. This has been a busy week for us
processing payroll changes for tax codes and nationally agreed support staff pay increases.
I would like to say thanks to the Facilities Team for all their hard work over the holidays, the
site is looking great! I would also like to say congratulations to Mrs Unsworth who has
achieved
HLTA status after many months of hard work.
E:
michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Finally a goodbye to Mrs Ainsworth (HLTA in Seychelles Class) who leaves for a new role this
week. We wish her the best of luck in the future. Miss Unsworth will move from Italy Class to
take up this role from Monday.

Mr Andrew Cocklin, Head of Finance and Operations
E: andrew.cocklin@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

It was another busy school holiday period with lots of work completed on site to help improve
the facilities for students and staff.
My huge thanks to the site team for once again pushing onward with lots of different jobs,
which included new flooring in 2 classrooms, refurbishment of 2 student toilets, installation of
privacy doors for the toilets in Key Stage 4 and 5, completion of the students log cabin
(including putting up a TV Screen) and many other jobs.
Each school holiday period we are improving the condition of the buildings and of the facilities
available to students and staff. It is a long, time consuming and costly process but the end
results are always worth it.
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Job Coach
Ms Claire Caddick, Job Coach
E: Claire.caddick@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

A short but a very busy week here at school!
On Tuesday I was down at Amey settling in the Interns after their Easter break. One of the
Interns is on a different department this term so lots of new and challenging learning taking
place.
On Wednesday I taught a session around careers industries and I also assisted 2 of our pupils
in completing their first ever application forms for Jobs. I also had career one to one’s with
two students about their desires to complete some work experience.
Thursday was a very busy day as myself, Ethan and Saoirse (two of the interns at Amey) ran
the secondary assembly. Saoirse very eloquently talked about her experience of working with
an employer. I think some of the other students were very surprised that she got 2 buses to
and from work and gets up at half past six to do so! We presented on all of the supported
internship opportunities available in September and I was delighted to receive emails from the
class teams with names of young people who were inspired from the assembly and put their
names forward to join our internship programme.
In the afternoon I and Mr McVerry hosted the first meeting of our Autism Research and
Development focus groups which was attended by students, professionals, parents and
employers. The topics we discussed were Autism, girls and employability. We will be meeting
often to work on projects and research that will make a real difference not only to Abbot's Lea
students and families but to the wider community. If you are interested in attending this group
please contact my colleague Miss Grimshaw at; Micah.grimshaw@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Have a well-deserved weekend (fingers crossed for the weather)
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Charity Football Match
Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’

We would love families to get involved, please contact Mr Ryan Mason for
further details: ryan.mason@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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FAB Update
Egg-cited!

Our 3rd Summer Fair is on Saturday, 29 June 2019. 12:0015:00!
All Students, families, friends and staff are warmly invited to the
event so please save the date!

JIM JAM JOG Event
Sadly, the JIM JAM JOG Event was postponed due to the
weather!
We will be arranging a new date in the near future and let
everyone know as soon as this has been confirmed.
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Max card
Egg-cited!
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Max card
Egg-cited!

Parent/Carer Registration Form
New member

Renewal

Full name of Parent/Carer 1
Do you have a disability/additional need?
First language
Address

Home telephone number
Mobile
Email
Full name of Parent/Carer 2
Do you have a disability/additional need?
First language
Address (if different)

Home telephone number
Mobile
Email
Is the address of the child the same as above? If different please add it below
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Max card
Egg-cited!
Child/Young
Persons Details
Name of child/Young
person

M/F

D.O.B

Relationship to the
child/Young
person

School/College or
Apprenticeship

1
Disability or additional
need, please state
Confirmed diagnosis

Y/N

Disability or additional
need, please state
Confirmed diagnosis

Y/N

Disability or additional
need, please state
Confirmed diagnosis

Y/N

Disability or additional
need, please state
Confirmed diagnosis

Y/N

2

3

4

If you have more than four children with a disability or additional need, please list below, or alternatively you
can complete two membership forms.
If you live outside of the Liverpool area, do you access
Liverpool services, schools or support organisations
Please note: In becoming a member you agree to the following:






Your details will be entered into our confidential database and used by us to communicate with you.
We will hold your information securely and not share this with any other organisation other than The
Disabled Children’s Passport Plus Register
We will keep you informed about participation opportunities and invite you to contribute your views.
We will invite you to event we are hosting.
Update your membership approximately every two years and as a thank you we will issue you with a
new max card (LivPaC reserve the right to withdraw this promotion if required)

Please tick to say you have read and agree to the above

Signed: ……………………………………………………………………………

Date: ……………………………………………….

Thank you for completing the registration form. Please complete the monitoring form attached.
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Max card
Egg-cited!

Do you belong to any of the groups below?
Adoption, Foster Care, Care Leavers, Special Guardianship Order (SGO), Single Mum, Single Dad or
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender (LGBT)
Any other group, please describe ……………………………………………………………………………………………………
Do you attend any support groups in Liverpool?
Please list …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

What is your ethnic group?
White
1. English / Welsh / Scottish / Northern Irish / Irish / British
2. Gypsy or Irish Traveller
3. Any other white background
4. Prefer not to say
Mixed / Multiple ethnic groups
5. White and Black Caribbean
6. White and Black African
7. White and Asian
8. Any other mixed / Multiple ethnic background
9. Prefer not to say
Asian / Asian British
10. Indian
11. Pakistani
12. Bangladeshi
13. Chinese
14. Any other Asian background
15. Prefer not to say
Black / African / Caribbean /Black British
16. African
17. Caribbean
18. Any other Black / African / Caribbean background
19. Prefer not to say
Other Ethnic Group
20. Arab
21. Prefer not to say
22. Any other ethnic group, please write in
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Max card
Egg-cited!

Criteria
To register as a LivPaC member, you must:



Have a child or young person with a disability or additional need, aged 0-25 years. This
includes children who are fostered and adopted.
You must live in or access services in the Liverpool area.

Application Procedure





All applications for membership must be made on the enclosed membership form
All completed forms must be signed and returned to, Liverpool Parents & Carers Forum,
Shelmore Drive, Dingle, Liverpool L8 4YL. Alternatively, it can be handed to a LivPaC
representative or emailed to livpac@hotmail.co.uk
Upon receipt of a successful application you will receive your Max card

Benefits of becoming a member Liverpool Parents and Carers Forum (LivPaC)
All our members will have access to a variety of services and resources as followed;







Free Max Card which can be used for free or discounted entry to a variety of attractions
nationwide. For further detail’s please see www.mymaxcard.co.uk
To have a say on the workshops and training that LivPaC deliver
Receive news updates and the latest information and events locally, regionally and
nationally via our email service and social media
Be involved in consultations on new and current issues, policies, legislation and services in
Liverpool
Attend coffee mornings, workshops, road shows and training events
Become a LivPaC representative, attend meetings and shape local services

The more parents that are involved, the more accurate the views we have on how Liverpool’s
family’s needs are being met.
All families living with a child or young person experiencing a disability or additional need are
paramount to LivPaC whether in time or in skills are valuable and we appreciate you sharing them
with us.
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Local Offer LIVE
Event
Live Event
We would like to take this opportunity to invite you to book a table at our jointly co-produced
“Local Offer LIVE” event taking place on 19th June 2019 at St Georges Hall, Liverpool City
Centre, for parents and carer of children and young people with special educational needs
and disabilities.
You will be part of a market place of support services and projects, and activity based services
offering information advice and support. We will map the market place services using colour
coding in conjunction with the colours used on the Local Offer Site, marking the Early Years
Services, Primary Services Secondary Services, Young Adults and Support Services
There will be areas for parent / carers to chat confidentially over any issues, and also a quiet
room will be available for a break from noise and activities in the main hall.
Visitors can pop in between 12pm and 8pm where refreshments will be available throughout
the day.
There will be music, entertainment and fun activities for children / young people to join in with
along with appearances from some of our favourite characters! If you would like to bring along
groups of children from your school to join in the fun they would be very welcome!
The format of the day will also consist of brief presentations in a breakout room, from LCC
colleagues covering children’s Early Years through to preparing for Adulthood.
To reserve a table, simply email me and we will add you to the list
Jude Moizer (LA)
And
Donna Phipps
on behalf of LivPaC (Liverpool Parent and Carers)
c/o DCLP
5 Shelmore Drive,
Dingle,
Liverpool
L8 4YL
Tel:- 0151 7275271
mob:- 07504 544638
email:- livpac@hotmail.co.uk
website:- www.livpac@hotmail.co.uk

We sincerely hope you are able to come along and support this event.
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Thank you!
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Key Stage News and Updates
Early Years and Key Stage 1
Key Stage Leader: Miss O’Neill
Maria.O’Neill@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Ireland Class
This week, we welcomed back everyone after the Easter break. Everyone came back full of
energy and excitement for the term ahead! We began our topic of 'Our Heroes' focusing on
Space! We read 'The way back home' by Oliver Jeffers and made our own space pictures
using various painting techniques. We practiced ordering numbers and linking quantity to a
numeral. This term we will learn lots of facts about space, astronauts as heroes and our own
local heroes. We might even squeeze in a few super heroes! Have a lovely weekend.
Wales Class
Wales class have got off to a flying start to term 5. We have started 'Our Heroes' and our topic
is space. We visited the World Museum Space Exhibition and saw rockets, telescopes and
even held a meteorite! We have been reading the space stories 'How to Catch a Star' and
'The Way Back Home'. We started learning about our solar system and how our earth orbits
the sun and the moon orbits the earth. We made beautiful star paintings based on the
photographs we saw in the museum. Have a lovely weekend everyone.

Key Stage 2
Key Stage Leader: Mrs Lisa Walker
Lisa.Walker@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
A fabulous return to school for KS2 as we embark on our new topic Our Heroes: Space! During
this unit students will study the life of Neil Armstrong and other space explorers as we explore
the solar system, find out about the history of space exploration, explore the lives of astronauts
and create artwork, models and music. Mrs. Walker :)
USA Class
A brilliant week in USA as we began our rotation of swimming - lots of fun and importantly
learning engaged in by all! We have also been investigating, local, micro and world habitats
as we venture into life cycles in Science. Well done :)
France Class
France class have had a lovely first week back. All the children have enjoyed talking about
their Easter news what they have done and where they have been during their two week break.
In class we have been looking at our new topic ‘Our Heroes’ and talking about what we will be
learning this term. Also the children have been writing letters to Mrs Hildrey our Headteacher
about the rocket that crashed into France class and how it made our class bears Theo and
Walt feel.
Spain Class
The students in Spain class have had a settled first week back. They have enjoyed learning
about space and have enjoyed reading "Aliens Love Underpants," making mobiles of our Solar
System and ordering the planets. The students have taken part in a dance session, used the
tricycles and have completed a range of artwork tasks. Well done Spain class for a great first
week back!
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Key Stage News and Updates
Canada Class
Canada class have settled back in this week well starting off by celebrating and learning about
St George's day. We have started our new topic, ‘Our Heroes’ and been looking at the story
Aliens love underpants. Canada class had their last dance lesson this week and finished the
week off with the Jim Jam Jog. Great first week back. Well done.
Italy Class
Welcome back to Italy class. We have had a lovely short week in school doing lots of new
activities. On Tuesday we celebrated St Georges Day and found out why we celebrate it. In
Maths we have been learning about fractions. We have been finding out about whole and half
of shapes and numbers. In the afternoon we joined in the dance group and played some
movement games. On Wednesday we completed our news from our holidays. We talked about
where we have been, who we went with and how we got there. We also talked about how
many Easter eggs we all got. In the afternoon we went to Hale Village and visited the park for
our PHSE visit. On Thursday we had an early assembly in the morning and played golf in the
afternoon. It really has been a fun week!
Brazil Class
Brazil have been heroes this week for making such a great start to our new term after a great
holiday. We have begun our new topic Our Heroes by researching and thinking about all the
heroes we admire- famous and those closer to home. We have great ideas and we made
profiles of our heroes using Purple Mash. We have been very creative making art work based
on the work of Peter Thorpe who paints space themed abstract work- lots of sponging, blow
painting and splodges have created some fantastic backgrounds. We enjoyed our last dance
session and need to get in training for the Jim Jam Jog when it is rescheduled.
Portugal Class
We’ve had a very fun first week back in Class Portugal! We have started our swimming
lessons. The children have been amazing and tried really hard to try this new skill! A lot of the
children have also been brave and tried even though they were worried.
We have also started our theme of space - the children enjoyed ordering the planets and
discussing if aliens are really out there. A very interesting lesson!
We look forward to another busy week of swimming and learning next week!
Have a lovely weekend!
Peru Class
The children came back into school amazingly this week and have settled back into their
normal routine. They have been full of stories sharing all of the wonderful things they have
been up to during the holidays. This week we have started our new topic ‘Our Heroes’. We
will learning all about Space and people like Neil Armstrong. The children have enjoyed the
book ‘Aliens love Underpants’ in English. This week in RE, we talked about the ‘Creation
Story’. In Science we have planted cress seeds in our own homemade Green Houses. Keep
up the hard work Peru Class!
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 3
Key Stage Leader: Mr Mason
Ryan.Mason@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Botswana Class
Botswana class have enjoyed writing about our Easter break and working on our French. A
great start to term 5!
Madagascar Class
It has been a good start at the beginning of term 5 for Class Madagascar. We have begun
looking at the theme of 'Our Heroes' in our lessons this week. In a combination of English and
History we have looked at the Civil Rights Movement in America. We have looked in detail at
the life of Rosa Parks and over the coming weeks will look into different civil rights figures. It
has also been an interesting week in Maths where we have been looking at trying to find the
mean, median with sets of numbers.
Mozambique Class
A great week back in school. We have begun our new topic of Famous Inventors and have
been studying Carl Benz the inventor of the first car. We have designed our own futuristic cars
in Art and DT and in English we have been looking at different types of poetry. We have made
our own Kenning poem and have studied some poems by Michael Rosen. We have also
looked at the traditions associated with St Georges Day. In Science we have been looking at
light and shadows and have made our own shadow puppets and have experimented with
torches to see how shadows change. In Maths we have looked at telling the time and have
used computer to assist with learning. We are beginning to look at compositions in music and
will be making our own next week.
Malawi Class
Malawi have spent this first week back after Easter being as busy as ever.
In English, we've started learning about apostrophes. So far we know how contraction
apostrophes are used with pronouns and it shouldn't be long 'til we'll've learnt more of their
functions.
We've started learning about Shakespeare in History and have even begun compiling fact files
on his life and work. The class were amazed by some of the common words invented by the
Bard and that he died on his birthday which he shares with St George's Day!
For Life Skills, we have been talking about relationships and on Wednesday, each of us
identified and wrote down our support networks; friends and family who support us and we
trust. Even some pets were included!
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Key Stage News and Updates
Seychelles Class
What a week! Settling back in after our Easter break has gone well. We have introduced our
new topics and are looking forward to exploring them over the next four weeks.
In English we have explored some poetry and article writing, exploring the differences between
facts and opinions. In Maths we are looking at different units of measurement, how to
accurately read scales and word problems. In Science we are exploring the similarities
between light and sound. We will be exploring how sound travels and understand the technical
terms associated with this topic.
It was Ms Ainsworth's final day before her new challenge in pastures new and I can only repeat
what I've said earlier.
Her support, patience and kindness have been absolutely invaluable and she is the perfect
example for our children to try to follow.
It has been a real pleasure working with her and everyone will miss her so much. We enjoyed
a lovely farewell assembly this morning and wish her all the best.
Kenya Class
This week in Kenya class we have made the most of the nice weather earlier in the week as
we had our P.E lesson outside and students engaged in a game of rounder’s. In English we
have introduced our new topic of William Shakespeare which has also helped to inspire our
Music lessons as we listened to Shakespeare themed music. Students have also celebrated
earth day and have studied the impact that plastic has on our environment. Kenya class have
settled back into school brilliantly.
Cape Verde Class
Some class 'Kennings' - a selection from some wonderful creations in our English lessons.
Green-skin, Ogre-scary, Fiona-lover, Donkey-friend, Giant-sized, Who am I? (Shrek)
by AJ
Cry-maker, Poo-pooper, Finger –squeezer, Body-tiny, I am? (baby)
by Githan
Jaw-dropper, Sound-maker, Time-eater, Tear-generator, Mind-bender, What am I? (cinema)
by Alfie
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 4
Key Stage Leader: Miss Dallas
Katie.Dallas@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Christmas Island Class
Christmas Island have had a great week settling back after Easter. With a new term comes a
new topic, and this time it's 'Our Hero's', so all pupils have begun to think about what a hero
means to them. On Wednesday we had a Key Stage trip to Liverpool John Moore's University
which involved a talk from staff and students and a tour of the library and accommodations
available. The pupils had a great time and feel excited about their future. We had a great P.E.
lesson yesterday where all pupils showed resilience and strength in dodgeball and they had a
very inspiring R.E. lesson looking at Ghandi and the heroic things he did throughout his life.
We look forward to expanding on this topic more next week. Have a great weekend! Class
Team
Samoa Class
Samoa have come back refreshed and revitalised after a wonderful Easter break. We have
had a very productive week of new experiences. On the first day of term five we started work
on this term’s Our Heroes theme and learned about Florence Nightingale. We used our five
senses to gain an idea of what hospitals were like before Florence Nightingale brought in
new changes and everyone wrote very vivid dairy entries from Nightingale’s perspective. On
Wednesday, we had a very exciting visit to Liverpool John Moore’s University to gain an
insight in to opportunities post Abbot’s Lea. We all enjoyed considering our future careers,
which ranged from Florist, to D.J., Firefighter and Animator as well as a tour to see what a
student flat looks like – it was surprisingly clean! Thursday saw us going to an assembly led
by interns from Amey and our Job Coach, made chocolate chips cookies and produced
leaflets about the effect of acid rain. Finally, before the weekend, we will be learning about
taking responsibility for routines in Life Skills and looked at ways of reusing things from
home for planting for Horticulture. Have a great weekend!
Australia Class
We have had a fun-packed first week back here in class Australia. On Tuesday in English, the
students spoke about and then wrote up their Easter Holiday news. In ICT the students made
an information fact sheet all about Joseph Williamson, the man behind the Willamson tunnels
in Edge Hill.
On Wednesday, class Australia and the rest of KS4 visited Liverpool John Moore's
University. The students got to look around part of the campus, spoke about their aspirations
with current students at LJMU and even visited the 'student digs'! It was a very informative
visit so a big thanks to Mr McVerry for organizing it for us.
Class Australia also got to visit the Williamson Tunnels on Thursday. The students really
enjoyed seeing the place that they researched on Tuesday and finding out even more
information about the tunnels and the man who created them. Our tour guide seemed very
impressed with our knowledge!
Papua New Guinea Class
This week we have come back after the break with a bang! We have continued with Romeo
and Juliet, exploring what the characters desire in the play and we also analysed Juliet's
speech looking at the metaphors she used to express her emotions. In Maths we have been
practicing our mental Maths skills and exploring Mathematical language in preparation for our
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up-coming exams. In Horticulture we have prepared a plant bed and planted lettuce seeds. In
ICT we researched and presented information about our current heroes and how they inspire
us.
On Wednesday we went on a visit to LJMU we had a sample lecture, tour of the campus and
accommodation and got to question current students about university and student life. We
were very inspired by the choices on offer and some of us already can't wait to start university.
Cuppa New Guinea was also back this week serving our usual delicious breakfast treats!
Well done everyone!

Key Stage 5
Key Stage Leader: Mr Davenport
Paul.davenport@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Tasmania Class
Welcome back after a lovely Easter break. We started the week by making sweet and sour
chicken which took us all by surprise as to what ingredients we needed to make it. It tasted
delicious and we all took some home for our families to taste.
We have started reading a new David Walliam’s book called ‘The Midnight Gang’. We have
read the first four chapters so far and really enjoyed finding out about the different characters.
For this term we are starting Maths by looking at Roman Numerals. We have found this a bit
challenging with the numbers 4 and 9, but the more we practise the better we will get.
We went to the gym on Wednesday and we all remembered which bus we had to get which
would take us to Wavertree sports centre and which bus would take us back to school, we all
need to practise when we need to press the bell to let the bus driver know when we need to
get off.
We hope you all have a wonderful weekend and fingers crossed for the sunshine to come
back.
Fiji Class
Fiji have had a great first week back! We began the week with a Maths lesson focusing on
telling the time. We then enjoyed the sunshine and practiced our road safety on a trip to
Calderstones Park. We split into small groups on our walk to the park so that we could
concentrate better on crossing the roads in a safe way.
In English this week, we have continued reading Harry Potter and the story is getting more
exciting as we are finding out about Sirius Black! Our sentence structures and information
finding skills are improving so much! Well done, Fiji!!!
On Wednesday afternoon, we worked in 3 small groups to plan our own trip. We discussed
where we would like to go, how much it would cost, where we would eat lunch, times of the
activity and how we would get there. After researching the bus times and budgeting the whole
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day, we made sure our trip was achievable to go on within the school day and affordable.
Hopefully, our trips can happen next week and our planning will be successful.
On Thursday we had our weekly trip to the gym. Our confidence with using public transport is
increasing every time we use it! On Thursday afternoon we began a new history topic of
looking at historic children's TV shows. We started this week by looking at The Flintstones, a
program almost all of the class had never seen before. After finding out about how the series
was created and when, we watched a clip of the first episode and really enjoyed the old-style
jokes.
A special mention to our pupil of the week, Sophie King! Well done for trying really hard in all
of the English and Maths lessons! Your understanding of time has improved so much and you
have made a real effort to structure your sentences correctly. Well done, Sophie!!!
New Zealand Class
A big welcome back to school for the term 5 of the school year! This week we have been
mostly looking at algebra and trying to write equations to figure out the area of a shape. We
have also been looking at sequences, re-arranging formulas and factors.
This week we also started our first food technology lesson and Rebecca showed the students
how to make flapjacks. Students will be making a variety of food items over the next few weeks
and I look forward to telling you all about them!

We also carried on our weekly gym trips with students being assessed by staff on their road
crossing and travelling abilities. We will be looking to extend the places we visit on gym trips
so that the class will get the opportunity to travel to different gyms and potentially go swimming.
We have continued with our horticulture and are hoping to plant our seedlings soon as we
carry on our work with 'Friends of Reynold's Park'.
General
We are finalising the class lists for next year and with Key Stage 5 being an elective provision
where students can leave after 1, 2 or 3 years, it helps greatly if we know what your plans are
for your child for next academic year.
If your child is in year 12 or 13 and is intending to leave in July, please can you let the class
team know as soon as possible. If they have not got a college place yet, we can look to help
with applications. If your child is intending on going on the Supported Internship scheme,
please let the class team know as soon as possible and also inform the job coach.
Odd Facts of the Week
1) Anatidaephobia is the fear that somewhere, somehow, a duck is watching you. Utterly
Quackers!
2) The man who voiced Tigger from "Winnie the Pooh", Robert Jarvik, was the first person to
invent an artificial heart. So Tiggers not only have tops made from rubber and bottoms made
from springs, but hearts too!
3) Every year 4 people in the UK die putting their trousers on.
4) Hippopotomonstrosesquipedaliophobia is the fear of long words.
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Students of the week – Week 28
EYFS and Key Stage One
Ireland

Ted North

Wales

Kaiden Devine
Key Stage Two

Peru

Jamie Morris

Portugal

Tyrone Dagostine

USA

Troy Thomas

Brazil

Justin Ward

France

Charlie Kaczmarek

Canada

Jayden Moore

Spain

Matthew Lam

Italy

Georgina Hudson
Key Stage Three

Madagascar

Caitlin Cook

Seychelles

Mann Ng

Cape Verde

Josh Irvine

Botswana

Tom Linton

Mozambique

Kellsie Davies

Malawi

Lexie Graham

Kenya

Harley Simon
Key Stage Four

Australia

Megan Hall

Papua New Guinea

Arrianne Clare

Samoa

Mya Summerskill

Christmas Island

Chloe Howarth
Key Stage Five

New Zealand

Dylan Jones

Tasmania

Connor Fairbairn

Fiji

Sophie King
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Week 28 in pictures
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2019-20 Academic Year
Term 1
Staff training day:

Monday, 2 September 2019 – school closed to students

Students arrive on:

Tuesday, 3 September 2019Term ends on: Friday 25 October 2019

October Holiday:

Monday 28 October 2017 to Friday 1 November 2019

Term 2
Term starts on:

Monday 4 November 2019

Term ends on:

Friday 20 December 2019 - finishing at 1:30pm

Christmas Holiday:

Monday 23 December 2019 to Friday 3 January 2020

Term 3
Staff training day:

Monday 6 January 2020 – school closed to students

Students arrive on:

Tuesday 7 January 2020

Term ends on:

Friday 14 February 2020

February Holiday:

Monday 17 February 2020 to Friday 21 February 2020

Term 4
Term starts on:

Monday 24 February 2020

Term ends on:

Friday 3 April 2020 – finishing at 1:30pm

Spring Holiday:

Monday 6 April 2020 to Friday 17 April 2020

Bank holidays:

Friday, 10 April 2020 – Good Friday and Monday, 13 April 2020 – Easter Monday

Term 5
Staff training day:

Monday 20 April 2020 – school closed to students

Students arrive on:

Tuesday 21 April 2020

Bank holiday:

4 May 2020 – Early Bank Holiday Monday

Term ends on:

Friday 22 May 2020

May Holiday:

Monday 25 May 2020 (Bank Holiday) to Friday 29 May 2020

Term 6
Term starts on:

Monday 1 June 2020

Official leaving date:

Friday 26 June 2019* *Friday 26 June 2020 is an official leaving date for the
students in Year 11 as well as those in Key Stage Five who are finishing their
education at ALS that summer.

Staff Transition INSET:

Friday 10 July 2020 – school closed to students

Transition Week:

Monday 13 July-Friday 17 July 2020**

Students’ last day:

Friday 17 July 2020 – finishing at 1:30pm

Staff training day:

Monday 20 July – school closed to students

Term ends on:

Monday 20 July 2020

** Transition Week is a period of time during which the students will be taught in their next year’s classes
– this is to support smooth transition into ALS, into a new Department, Key Stage or a new class.
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Key Diary Dates
Our academic year 2018-19 term dates are available on our website:
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/ALS-Term-Dates-201819.pdf

Please note planned early finishes and closure dates, as known at present:
TERM 5:
Bank holiday:
Monday, 6 May 2019 – Early Bank Holiday Monday
May Holiday: Monday 27 May 2019 to Friday 31 May 2019
TERM 6:
Staff training day: Friday 12 July 2019 – school closed to students
Staff training day: Monday 22 July – Wednesday 24 July 2019 – school closed to
students
Summer Holiday: Thursday 25 July 2019
Bank holidays:
Monday 26 August 2019 – August Bank Holiday

Key Diary Dates for the remainder of the year can be found on our website,
under the EVENTS tab:
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/event

Next academic year, 2019-20 is also now planned, with the specific term dates
available for you to view on our website:
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/2019-20-termdates.pdf

Page 36 of 39

Head’s Weekly Newsletter

TERM 5 - 23 Days
WEEK
NUMBER
29

30

W/C

Date

Event

 Star Reading and Star Maths tests
 Close down day of School Budget 2018-19 financial year
Tue
30.4
 14:30-16:30 Writing Key Stage 1 Moderation – Staff Training School
Improvement
Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Wed
1.5
 SALT Clinic
 09:30-12:00 DUTCH FARM – across the Key Stages
Thur
2.5
 Polling Station Day – School will be open
 10:30 - Papua New Guinea Class at Williamson Tunnels, Liverpool
Fri
3.5
 Departmental Assemblies
9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department
10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department
 9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning
 11:00-12:00 Prospective parents tour of school (Primary)
 12:00-13:00 Prospective parents tour of school (Secondary)
Mon 6.5.19
6.5.19
 Bank holiday
Mon 29.4.19

29.4

Assemblies and Coffee Morning
are open to families. Parking is
available on site on a “first-comefirst-served basis” only. No
photography permitted.
School closed to students and
staff

Tue

7.5



KS1 SATS window opens – confirm end date

Wed

8.5




Governing Body Meeting
14:30-16:30 Specific Statutory Moderation training session for EYFSP –
School Improvement
13:45 EYFS moderation at Toxteth Annexe, M O’Neill attending

16:30-18:30

Departmental Assemblies
9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department
10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department
9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning
NAS Visit
KS2 SATS window opens
Moderation Day
AM – KS4 Shakespeare workshop
14:30-16:30 Statutory KS1 Moderation of Maths Training – School
Improvement

Assemblies and Coffee Morning
are open to families. Parking is
available on site on a “first-comefirst-served basis” only. No
photography permitted.


Thur
Fri

9.5
10.5
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Comment

Mon 13.5.19
Tue

13.5
14.5






Wed

15.5

Thur

16.5.19

Fri

17.5
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Mon 20.5.19

20.5.19

Tue

21.5









Wed

22.5

Thur

23.5

Fri

24.5

Fri

24.5.19












09:00-16:00 Solihull Staff Training (offsite)
09:30-12:00 DUTCH FARM – across the Key Stages
Primary Term 5 CED
KS2 SATS window closes
Mid-year Support staff PM mtgs complete
Departmental Assemblies
9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department
10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department
9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning
09:30-15:00 Purposeful Practical Science Training for Staff – School
Improvement
14:00-16:00 Primary PSHE Briefing for Staff – School Improvement
Term 5 – Festival of Learning
Seeing is Believing for Governors
Term 5 – Festival of Learning
Seeing is Believing for Governors
14:30-16:00 Primary History Subject Leaders Network – School
Improvement
14:00-16:00 Primary Leading Your Curriculum Senior Leadership Forum
at Toxteth Annexe – Lisa Walker and Maria O’Neill attending
Staff Twilight - Sensory Processing Disorder (Part 1 of 2) – Clare Ewart
Term 5 – Festival of Learning
Seeing is Believing for Governors
Term 5 – Festival of Learning
Seeing is Believing for Governors
Term 5 – Festival of Learning
Seeing is Believing for Governors
Departmental Assemblies
9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department
10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department
9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning
END OF TERM 5@15:15

Assemblies and Coffee Morning
are open to families. Parking is
available on site on a “first-comefirst-served basis” only. No
photography permitted.

Assemblies and Coffee Morning
are open to families. Parking is
available on site on a “first-comefirst-served basis” only. No
photography permitted.

MAY HOLIDAY: Monday, 27 May 2019 – Friday, 31 May 2019
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