Head’s Weekly Newsletter
Issue 29, 3 May 2019

Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Dear Students, Families, Colleagues and Friends
Welcome to today’ issue of the Head’s Weekly Newsletter. I write this foreword in between my
own learning sessions at the conference of the Liverpool Association of Secondary
Headteachers (LASH). The event has proved to be invaluable, with some key strategic themes
explored by the school leaders, including:
-

Students’ attendance
Students’ progress
Family engagement
Curriculum design – intent, implementation and impact
Liverpool City Council’s SEND provision
Ofsted
Teachers’ workload and all school staff’ wellbeing.

We all reflected collectively on the reality of being a Headteacher in 2019. Even though our
individual schools differ greatly – in terms of locality, size, student population and the
effectiveness – we were unanimous: the job of the Headteacher is the best one any of us think
exists, with our passion about transforming young lives ever-present.
Sadly, we were equally unanimous that, there is a lot to do in our City to address the areas
listed above and strengthen education in Liverpool (across all sectors of: primary, secondary,
special and FE). It was good to make some collective decisions about doing just that. The
professional consensus is that we can all individually change our approach and collectively
work towards better way to work, better way to organise schools and better, more effective
partnerships across the city.
Between now and the end of this academic year, such positive change within our own school
will focus on the following projects:
1. Attendance – review of what works and what we need to do differently
2. Behaviour Support – review of what works and what we need to do differently to embed
effective therapeutic support for the students and professional support for staff
3. Teachers’ workload – review what works and what adds no value to reduce workload
4. Outdoor Learning – plan and agree the schedule of works for the summer
5. Leadership Scheme of Delegation – agree accountability across the new leadership
team structure (included in this newsletter again for your information)
6. Staff Continuous Professional Development (CPD) – plan training for all staff.
Busy term with only nice school weeks left to do it all! A weekend of rest before we act will be
needed!
Yours sincerely
Mrs A. Hildrey
Headteacher
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Deputy Headteacher
Mr McVerry, Deputy Headteacher
E: anthony.mcverry@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

It has been a very busy week this week across the school and I have had some very productive
meetings with my team in school. We have already begun planning for next year and looking
at how we can shape our curriculum to offer even more opportunities to work with external
agencies; also to meet the needs of each of our students in school. We have some work to
do, however, it is really exciting shaping the future direction of the school and seeing how we
can enhance the learning journey for the students.
By next week we should have also fully mapped our Employability Curriculum, this is essential
for the vision of the school, to secure economic wellbeing for all of our students.
We have also begun work on our outdoor provision, I have had provisional discussions with
Mr Cocklin, Head of Finance and Operations about what we can do to improve and enhance
the offer for the students.
I have also been keen to look at the destinations of our students for next year, it is so refreshing
to see that there is a complete mix of destinations for everyone in years 11 to 14. They include
a number of students undertaking a supported internship, going to local FE colleges and of
course staying on at Abbot's Lea. It is great to see how successful our Supported
Internships have been this year with the interns currently stating that they wish to move on to
employment of further training outside of the school. The whole experience has led to a
greater level of maturity and a belief that they can achieve anything.
It was also great for me to deliver my first Primary Department assembly today and get the
opportunity to formally introduce myself to the whole department, I will of course continue to
deliver the Secondary assembly’s along-side this.
Within school our students have been exploring the theme of 'Our Heroes', and you will see
updates from each class later on in the newsletter, there have been a range of activities that
have been used to enhance the learning experiences of our students this week. These have
included dance, swimming, football and visits to external venues such as the Williamson
Tunnels.
I hope you have a great weekend and please remember in just over a week the school will be
hosting a charity football match against the LFC Foundation coaching team, if you are free,
please come down and support the team.
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Care and Safeguarding
Ms Alison Twomey, Head of Care and Safeguarding
E: Alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

I am very pleased to inform families that we have been allocated a CAMHS worker to provide
specialist support to the school. Dr Laura Purdy, Clinical Psychologist, is a specialist in ASD
and will be commencing consultation clinics with staff later this month.
The Liverpool Fresh CAMHS School service comprises a range of interventions to improve
the emotional health and wellbeing of all children and young people attending Abbot’s Lea
School. This is achieved through indirect interventions and approaches that reduce stress,
and promote earlier identification and response to any difficulties by enhancing skills in all staff
in the school environment.
The Liverpool fresh CAMHS School service offers:







Consultation to staff regarding emotional health and wellbeing in children
Liaison regarding any children who are open to CAMHS and receiving specialist
intervention or on the waiting list for CAMHS
Joint working with school staff in developing or providing group bases
psychoeducational interventions and training (to children, families or staff)
Advice and support regarding when and how to make a referral to CAMHS
Attendance at EHAT meetings
Pre-referral discussion, guidance and signposting

If a member of school staff wishes to meet with Laura to discuss your child, they will contact
you in the first instance to discuss the reason for the consultation. If parental consent is
provided, the consultation will go ahead and you will receive feedback from the member of
staff who meets with CAMHS.
The addition of CAMHS support to school is very welcome and I look forward to formally
welcoming Dr Laura Purdy to Abbot’s Lea School in the next couple of weeks. If you have any
further questions about our work with CAMHS please do not hesitate to get in touch.

Page 6 of 36

Autism Research and Development
Ms Micah Grimshaw, Head of Autism Research and Development

E: micah.grimshaw@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Despite all good intentions I was unable to be with the newly formed ALS Research Focus
Group for their launch event last week. I knew the group would be in the safe hands of Mr
Anthony McVerry, our newly promoted Deputy Headteacher (congratulations!) and Ms Claire
Caddick, Job Coach.
Here at Abbot’s Lea School, we are committed to creating an International Centre of Autism
Research, Education and Development. We have been receiving interest from centres of
excellence and international schools in recognition of our commitment to innovative practice,
and so I am incredibly excited that we were able to bring together dedicated students, staff
and Governing Body members, families and researchers to form our research focussed group.
The group will drive forward Autism research initiatives at Abbot’s Lea School, and ultimately
shape a research agenda that reflects the priorities of our school community. What is it that
matters most to our students, their families and the staff that work tirelessly to provide the best
specialist education?
Thursday’s agenda allowed the group to share experiences, perspectives and to identify areas
of unknown. What must we find out to improve provision and practice? The first session looked
at improving practice and understanding around employability, and the second session
explored the existing provision for girls at Abbot’s Lea School and the community.
It was also an excellent opportunity to demonstrate the partnerships that exist between our
school and other large organisations such as Regenda Homes and Liverpool John Moore’s
University. We thank them for their ongoing support.
From me, a huge thank you to all those that attended. I am looking forward to working together
more in the future to achieve greater impact.
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School Business Support
Mrs Michelle Griffiths, Head of HR
E: michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

This week I met with our multi-disciplinary therapy team to discuss staff development
and prioritise training for the rest of the school year and the next one. In order for our ASD
curriculum to operate to maximum effectiveness our staff need to be equipped to support
the therapeutic work going on with our students.
I would like to congratulate Mrs Myers for passing her Level 4 Diploma in School Business
Management this week – well done!
It was nice to meet some members of our local community this week who were on site to use
the Polling Station based at the school. Hopefully some of you can pop back for our Summer
Fair on Saturday 29 June 2019.
Have a relaxing Bank Holiday weekend everyone.

Mr Andrew Cocklin, Head of Finance and Operations
E: andrew.cocklin@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

We had the first of our two May elections this week, and the whole day went well. The school
stayed open rather than closing like in previous years, and the behaviour of the students was
impeccable as always.
There was no impact at all to the normal school day, and staff undertook a front of house role
to ensure that no visitors went to the wrong building and that the school site was kept safe.
All in all a really good day and a huge thank you to all the staff who undertook the front of
house roles, even in the rain!
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Job Coach
Ms Claire Caddick, Job Coach
E: Claire.caddick@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

This week I have been working with the Careers Enterprise Company. They work across the
country with city regions to help schools increase the number of opportunities for young
people. Their aim is for young people to know the world of work, understand what work is and
explore their options. They help to build stronger links between businesses and schools and
support schools in developing an effective careers plan which addresses the Gatsby
benchmarks. I will be meeting each term to have our careers work reviewed.
The highlight of my week was getting to take out some students to Aloft hotels in the City
Centre. Aloft hotels have committed to supporting our schools in providing placements for our
1 year supported internship programme. They have four placements available and this week
was one of our initial visits to have a tour of their hotel and chat to staff. We saw everything
from the boiler and laundry rooms to the hotel rooms, kitchen and restaurant. We cannot have
an effective careers plan for our students without having employers on board who are willing
and passionate about working with us! Thank you Aloft hotels for being a huge supporter of
the supported intern scheme.
On Wednesday I was down at Amey teaching a session on personal skills and qualities
needed for employment. We looked at different employment sectors to see how skills and
qualities differ and reviewed live job adverts as well as writing a list of our own qualities. On
Friday I was out and about meeting companies and seeking out opportunities for our
students. I had a successful meeting with Liverpool ONE which I am hoping to update you
with the developments shortly.
Have a lovely long weekend
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Charity Football Match
Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’

We would love families to get involved, please contact Mr Ryan Mason for
further details: ryan.mason@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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FAB Update
Egg-cited!

Our 3rd Summer Fair is on Saturday, 29 June 2019. 12:00-15:00!
All Students, families, friends and staff are warmly invited to the event so
please save the date!

JIM JAM JOG Event
Following the cancellation of the planned JIM JAM JOG event
due to the weather, we have now agreed the new date of
Friday, 24 May 2019
The timings for the day are as follows:
Early Years and Key Stage One – 13:20-13:45 (due to
swimming in the morning)
Key Stage Two – 09:30-10:45
Key Stage Three – 13:45-14:45
Key Stage Four – 11:00-11:30
Key Stage Five – 11:30-12 noon
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10th May - Superheros
Egg-cited!
On Friday 10th May Abbot’s Lea School will be taking part in
Radio City’s Cash for Kids charity day. Students are invited to
come to school dressed as superheroes for a £1 donation, of
which all donations go to Cash for Kids
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Max card
Egg-cited!
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Max card
Egg-cited!

Parent/Carer Registration Form
New member

Renewal

Full name of Parent/Carer 1
Do you have a disability/additional need?
First language
Address

Home telephone number
Mobile
Email
Full name of Parent/Carer 2
Do you have a disability/additional need?
First language
Address (if different)

Home telephone number
Mobile
Email
Is the address of the child the same as above? If different please add it below
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Max card
Egg-cited!
Child/Young
Persons Details
Name of child/Young
person

M/F

D.O.B

Relationship to the
child/Young
person

School/College or
Apprenticeship

1
Disability or additional
need, please state
Confirmed diagnosis

Y/N

Disability or additional
need, please state
Confirmed diagnosis

Y/N

Disability or additional
need, please state
Confirmed diagnosis

Y/N

Disability or additional
need, please state
Confirmed diagnosis

Y/N

2

3

4

If you have more than four children with a disability or additional need, please list below, or alternatively you
can complete two membership forms.
If you live outside of the Liverpool area, do you access
Liverpool services, schools or support organisations
Please note: In becoming a member you agree to the following:






Your details will be entered into our confidential database and used by us to communicate with you.
We will hold your information securely and not share this with any other organisation other than The
Disabled Children’s Passport Plus Register
We will keep you informed about participation opportunities and invite you to contribute your views.
We will invite you to event we are hosting.
Update your membership approximately every two years and as a thank you we will issue you with a
new max card (LivPaC reserve the right to withdraw this promotion if required)

Please tick to say you have read and agree to the above

Signed: ……………………………………………………………………………

Date: ……………………………………………….

Thank you for completing the registration form. Please complete the monitoring form attached.
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Max card
Egg-cited!

Do you belong to any of the groups below?
Adoption, Foster Care, Care Leavers, Special Guardianship Order (SGO), Single Mum, Single Dad or
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender (LGBT)
Any other group, please describe ……………………………………………………………………………………………………
Do you attend any support groups in Liverpool?
Please list …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

What is your ethnic group?
White
1. English / Welsh / Scottish / Northern Irish / Irish / British
2. Gypsy or Irish Traveller
3. Any other white background
4. Prefer not to say
Mixed / Multiple ethnic groups
5. White and Black Caribbean
6. White and Black African
7. White and Asian
8. Any other mixed / Multiple ethnic background
9. Prefer not to say
Asian / Asian British
10. Indian
11. Pakistani
12. Bangladeshi
13. Chinese
14. Any other Asian background
15. Prefer not to say
Black / African / Caribbean /Black British
16. African
17. Caribbean
18. Any other Black / African / Caribbean background
19. Prefer not to say
Other Ethnic Group
20. Arab
21. Prefer not to say
22. Any other ethnic group, please write in
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Max card
Egg-cited!

Criteria
To register as a LivPaC member, you must:



Have a child or young person with a disability or additional need, aged 0-25 years. This
includes children who are fostered and adopted.
You must live in or access services in the Liverpool area.

Application Procedure





All applications for membership must be made on the enclosed membership form
All completed forms must be signed and returned to, Liverpool Parents & Carers Forum,
Shelmore Drive, Dingle, Liverpool L8 4YL. Alternatively, it can be handed to a LivPaC
representative or emailed to livpac@hotmail.co.uk
Upon receipt of a successful application you will receive your Max card

Benefits of becoming a member Liverpool Parents and Carers Forum (LivPaC)
All our members will have access to a variety of services and resources as followed;







Free Max Card which can be used for free or discounted entry to a variety of attractions
nationwide. For further detail’s please see www.mymaxcard.co.uk
To have a say on the workshops and training that LivPaC deliver
Receive news updates and the latest information and events locally, regionally and
nationally via our email service and social media
Be involved in consultations on new and current issues, policies, legislation and services in
Liverpool
Attend coffee mornings, workshops, road shows and training events
Become a LivPaC representative, attend meetings and shape local services

The more parents that are involved, the more accurate the views we have on how Liverpool’s
family’s needs are being met.
All families living with a child or young person experiencing a disability or additional need are
paramount to LivPaC whether in time or in skills are valuable and we appreciate you sharing them
with us.
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Local Offer Live Event
We would like to take this opportunity to invite you to book a table at our jointly co-produced
“Local Offer LIVE” event taking place on 19 th June 2019 at St Georges Hall, Liverpool City
Centre, for parents and carer of children and young people with special educational needs
and disabilities.
You will be part of a market place of support services and projects, and activity based services
offering information advice and support. We will map the market place services using colour
coding in conjunction with the colours used on the Local Offer Site, marking the Early Years
Services, Primary Services Secondary Services, Young Adults and Support Services
There will be areas for parent / carers to chat confidentially over any issues, and also a quiet
room will be available for a break from noise and activities in the main hall.
Visitors can pop in between 12pm and 8pm where refreshments will be available throughout
the day.
There will be music, entertainment and fun activities for children / young people to join in with
along with appearances from some of our favourite characters! If you would like to bring along
groups of children from your school to join in the fun they would be very welcome!
The format of the day will also consist of brief presentations in a breakout room, from LCC
colleagues covering children’s Early Years through to preparing for Adulthood.
To reserve a table, simply email me and we will add you to the list
Jude Moizer (LA)
And
Donna Phipps
on behalf of LivPaC (Liverpool Parent and Carers)
c/o DCLP
5 Shelmore Drive,
Dingle,
Liverpool
L8 4YL
Tel:- 0151 7275271
mob:- 07504 544638
email:- livpac@hotmail.co.uk
website:- www.livpac@hotmail.co.uk

We sincerely hope you are able to come along and support this event.
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Poppy Appeal

Page 19 of 36

Key Stage News and Updates
Early Years and Key Stage 1
Key Stage Leader: Miss O’Neill
Maria.O’Neill@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
This week both Ireland and Wales class have been getting creative making giant rockets,
space art and both started their Judo lessons. We were all very impressed with their skills
already!
Ireland Class
In Ireland class this week we have been putting our phonics knowledge to the test and finding
objects and people with the sounds at the start of their name. We practiced letter forma and
re trying our best to copy them correctly. We had lots of fine motor skills activities including
moulding and cutting play-doh with scissors. We learnt all about mixing colours to make a new
one and put this into practice by making colourful pictures and balloons for our colour display.
Everyone impressed us with their excellent behaviour, listening skills and new Judo
techniques this week in our first Judo lesson. Everyone looked through their own learning
journeys and commented on the wonderful work they have created so far, we chose our
favourite piece of work as well, lovely reflections from our youngest pupils. Have a wonderful
long weekend!
Wales Class
Wales class have been learning all about tickets this week. We have designed our own and
described them using fantastic sentence building skills. We started constructing them by
choosing our own shapes and sizes of materials and have begun the very messy paper mache
process! We discussed what we might need to take to space with us and made a space
mission packing list. In maths we have been learning our number bonds by investing Lego
and Numicon. Have a lovely weekend everyone!

Key Stage 2
Key Stage Leader: Mrs Lisa Walker
Lisa.Walker@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
This week the students have enjoyed learning about Neil Armstrong and his first tentative
steps onto the Moon! I was also very proud to hear fabulous feedback from the Halewood
Swimming Team on the conduct of both Class USA and Class Portugal! Well done everyone
and enjoy the BH weekend. Mrs. Walker :)
Italy Class
On Monday Italy class continued looking at Fractions. We found out how to make a quarter of
a shape or an amount. In the afternoon we started our new Science topic 'Scientists and
Inventors'. We talked about the Lego inventor Ole Kirk Christiansen who was born in Denmark
and how created the Lego empire. We also talked about how Lego is made of plastic. For our
activity we created our own Lego design. On Tuesday and Wednesday we read the story 'Back
To Earth With A Bump'. This story is about a boy called Hal who was sent on a mission into
space to find the sun. We answered questions about the story and sequenced pictures from
the story in the correct order. On Tuesday afternoon we had our dance lesson and completed
a yoga session in class. On Wednesday afternoon we looked at the 8 planets in our solar
system. On Thursday we attended our last golf session at Lee Park Gold Club.
Page 20 of 36

Key Stage News and Updates
Portugal Class
This week in Class Portugal we have continued with our swimming lessons!
The children have worked so hard and have all developed their swimming skills so much.
We have also been reading ‘Aliens Love Underpants’ which was really funny. We have all
enjoyed this and answered some brilliant comprehension questions on the story.
We also started learning about Plants in Science.
Have a nice weekend!
USA Class
A great week in USA as we continued with our swimming lessons and also finished our study
on habitats - including microhabitats! In maths we have moved on to place value and
calculations and today have enjoyed examining scientific evidence to decide is the Earth really
a sphere ... or flat ?! Well done to all. Mrs. Walker :)
France Class
France class this week have enjoyed looking at the story ‘Back to Earth with a Bump’ writing
a post card to the boy Hals parents about what he had seen and making story maps. In maths
we have been looking at number bonds to 20 and one to one correspondence. In science we
have been looking at plants and the life cycle. We have planted our own sunflower seeds to
aid us with the plant life cycle.
Spain Class
The students in Spain class have had another busy week continuing their learning about
space. Everyone has enjoyed designing and creating their U.F.Os, participating in our dance
lesson and making rice crispy cakes in Food Technology. The students have been
consolidating their learning of phonics in literacy and developing their understanding of
multiplication in mathematics. We are all looking forward to welcoming our student teacher,
Miss McNally, back into Spain class after the Bank Holiday weekend.
Canada Class
Canada class have had a brilliant week. We went to visit the Allerton Oak at Calderstone's
park for our PSHE trip. We have busy making moon rock cakes in food technology. The
students completed astronaut circuit training and dance for PE this week. In English we have
been thinking about what we would take to the moon with us and then in History we have
started learning about Neil Armstrong and his life. The students have all worked hard this week
to complete their English and Maths tests. We finished the week looking at the story 'Hidden
Figures' and will continue with this next week. Well done Canada.
Brazil Class
Another busy week in Class Brazil. In English we have been perfecting our capital letters and
full stops, using commas in lists and expanding simple noun phrases. In Maths, we have
looked at telling the time to o'clock, half past and quarter past and sequencing the months of
the year. We have learnt about democracy, made our own manifestos and debated about
poverty and inequality in different parts of the world. So proud of you Brazil, superstars! Have
a great long weekend everyone. 
Peru Class
Well done Peru class for another fantastic week. We are really enjoying learning about ‘Our
Solar System’ and have learnt lots of amazing facts! We learnt the order of the planets and
even wrote our own planet fact file. This week we created our own ‘space’ themed picture,
using different materials. In English this week, the children enjoyed designing and describing
their own alien. We were lucky enough to finish our week with another swimming lesson which
we all enjoyed. Keep up the hard work Peru!
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 3
Key Stage Leader: Mr Mason
Ryan.Mason@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Another great week for all KS3 students with lots of learning opportunities grasped with both
hands and a really positive atmosphere conducive to progress and development. We hope
you all have a fantastic bank holiday weekend!
Botswana Class
It has been a great week in Botswana! We have discussed climate change and its impact on
the world. We have also researched Greta Thunberg and the things she has done to draw
attention to our ever changing world. Pupils have also began writing speeches and taking part
in various debates, some on how we can improve Abbot's Lea School! Also, we have been
making some of our own graffiti art taking inspiration from murals painted on the Berlin wall.
Madagascar Class
We have had a fantastic week in Madagascar where the students have continued to
immerse themselves in our civil rights theme learning about the life and impact that Martin
Luther King Jr had in creating racial equality in the 1950s with the Montgomery bus boycott
and the march to Washington where he gave his hugely inspiring 'I have a dream' speech.
We have also been learning about cymatics (the visualisation of sound) in Science
conducting our own experiments and completing an investigation, and consolidating skills
relating to mean, mode and median in Maths.
Mozambique Class
We have really enjoyed this week and have learnt lots about famous inventors. We have
researched famous inventors and have looked at some of our favourite products. We have
also looked at silly inventions and are trying to invent our own. In Art we have studied Art
through the ages from caveman through to modern Art. We have made our own Cubist picture
in the style of Picasso. In Maths we have consolidated our learning on time and in Science we
have studied our shadows and how they change in the sun over the course of the day. In
Music we are looking at rhythm and have practiced making long and short sounds. In DT we
have designed our own kites and will be making them next week. We flew some readymade
kites on the field but needed more wind! In RE we have looked at the life of the Dali Lama and
have learnt about his Buddhist teachings. We have also enjoyed learning hockey skills.
Seychelles Class
This week in Seychelles, we have been playing Rounder’s in P.E by joining up with another
class and splitting in to two teams. On Thursday we had our Life Skills lesson where we started
looking at Relationships and discussing Positive and Negative relationships. On Friday we
have made amazing Fruit Salads, slicing our own fruit and adding a dash of Lemon Juice to
finish them off. In R.E we learnt about Nicholas Winton and the important role he played in
helping children escape Germany in World War 2. In English we have been looking at news
articles and we got a chance to write our own after getting ideas from News Round. Well done
to Liam Poxon for winning our Pupil of the Week!
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Key Stage News and Updates
Malawi Class
Malawi have had another busy and exciting week. On Monday, we had a PSHE lesson from
some LFC community coaches; we discussed how to support one another and who we'd swap
places with for a day if we could. The students enjoyed the lesson and the coaches really
enjoyed their answers and suggestions.
We had a tour of historical Beatles' locations on Tuesday; we saw the childhood homes of
both John Lennon and Paul McCartney as well as Penny Lane and Sgt Pepper's bus stop,
mentioned in the song Penny Lane.
We then made our own sausage rolls in the afternoon. They were delicious and fun to make;
that's how we roll!
We rounded off the week with a visit to Gillmoss Material Discovery Centre. We learned about
the recycling process, and even saw the machines in the plant! Everyone helped sort materials
and identified items going through which shouldn't be recycled at all. The class really enjoyed
the visit and some even started talking about working there!
Kenya Class
Kenya have had a great week!
We have continued to learn about William Shakespeare and have looked at old English words
and sayings that Shakespeare created and we still use today. This includes the saying, 'Knock
Knock Who’s there?' and 'eaten me out of house and home' we have also looked at the
Tudors in History and have continued our work on The Tempest in music. We have continued
to look at environmental issues in Geography and the impact that humans are having on the
world's oceans. In computing, we have started to create our own maze game and had to create
our own codes to do so. In life skills, we have been looking at trust and what it means. In
science we have been really engaged about our topic -The Solar System, we have found out
lots of interesting facts, including some of Uranus' moons are named after William
Shakespeare characters.
Have a lovely bank holiday weekend!
Cape Verde Class
Cape Verde have been busy in Science investigating sound and light. They especially enjoyed
some noisy video clips about thunder being created and using bright torches when discussing
light.
Food technology was interesting with the class making tacos with refried beans and
homemade salsa. The comments went from 'Disgusting, it looks like dog food' to a mature 'It’s
alright that. I like that'. We have to try to learn.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 4
Key Stage Leader: Miss Dallas
Katie.Dallas@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Christmas Island Class
In Christmas Island this week we have been very busy! In Art we've been designing Trophies
that we would give to our heroes. We will be making these out of clay soon. In Science we
have been looking at air pollution and what it does to the environment. In Maths we have been
studying bar charts and we collected our own data by counting the different coloured cars on
the staff car park. In History we've been looking at past heroes like Martin Luther King Jr. and
Ghandi and what they did for us. We've had a great week and we are looking forward to a
three day weekend!
Written by Lewis Stafford-Wells.
Samoa Class
On Monday we did mindfulness Easter crafts by colouring and creating Easter wreaths. In
maths we continued our topic on co-ordinates. We started reading 'Our Day Out' in English,
and we created Kahoot quizzes around our biographies we wrote about famous icons in
Liverpool.
On Tuesday we watched the film adaptation of Our Day Out, then we used the context to
answer comprehension questions, some of us finished our Easter wreaths from yesterday.
In geography we learned how to read 4 figure and 6 figure grid references. On Wednesday
we practiced our tennis skills, and we created leaflets about St Georges hall, featuring the
rooms and some facts regarding the building. On Thursday we presented our Kahoot
quizzes to the class and created bar charts/analysing data about the amount of carbon
dioxide countries produce. On Friday we learned how to live a healthy life in Life Skills, and
in the afternoon we created Easter chicks.
by Aaliyah Harry
Australia Class
Another great week for class Australia! This week we read the Shakespeare play Romeo and
Juliet, the students really worked hard to understand the themes of love and tragedy within
the story and enjoyed playing the various roles. The students are looking forward to exploring
this even further next week, all of which will help them when we have our Shakespeare
morning on 14th May.On Thursday, the class made delicious fruity flapjacks in food technology
and made so much they got to take some home! The students worked independently within
their groups and produced some excellent tasty treats. We also continued with our art project
this week, which is to design (and eventually make) a trophy that the students would like to
give to their hero. The students loved thinking about who their hero is and designed some
excellent trophies which we will be making out clay next week.
Papua New Guinea Class
This week we have been working hard on our exam skills, we have also been working on our
Life Skills coursework pieces. There was no Cuppa New Guinea this week as we went off to
visit the Williamson Tunnels. We were fascinated by the history of it and enjoyed our tour. We
also finally finished reading Romeo and Juliet and wrote some excellent reviews! Most of us
enjoyed the famous play and we all came up with our own interesting alternative endings.
We continued with the Our Heroes theme by writing and producing our own movie trailer based
on the people we look up to.
Well done PNG have a lovely weekend!
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 5
Key Stage Leader: Mr Davenport
Paul.davenport@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Tasmania Class
This week we have had a mega busy week. We have started doing our Star reading and Maths
questions which we have all worked extremely hard on.
On Monday we went to the library and returned our Library books and replaced them for our
morning reading books. We have been reading our books in the morning when we first arrive
in school, we are all really enjoying our books that we have chosen.
On Tuesday for our food tech lesson we made our own chicken strips using Dorito crisps
baking them in the oven. We then put them onto a wrap making them into a burrito. They
tasted absolutely delicious, we all went back and ate more.
During English we have continued to read our David Walliams book “The Midnight Gang”. On
some of the chapters we have read it has really made us laugh, we cannot wait to read the
next chapters.
On Wednesday we went to Dutch Farm and to the gym. We have continued to learn fantastic
new things at Dutch Farm, how to sow seeds into the soil and replanting new plants. We also
fed the chickens. At the Gym we would like to congratulate one of our students, Alex, who has
beat his personal best on the bike machine.
We have also had a lady visiting our class to do some mindfulness activities. This has involved
us to listen to some music and concentrate on our breathing techniques. It was a relaxing
morning.
Finally one of our students had a trip to Aloft to look at potentially doing an apprenticeship next
year. We could not believe how beautiful and fantastic the building is. The facilities that they
offer were amazing.
Fiji Class
This week, our Fiji chefs created a pasta bake! Some chose to make tuna pasta bake and
some chose chicken. They all turned out delicious! A special mention goes to Dan Thompson
who is our Chef of the Week!! Well done Dan!
On Tuesday we had our weekly trip to the gym. We got the public bus to the gym and the
whole class did brilliantly.
On Wednesday, we started the day with a Yoga session. We learnt new breathing exercises
to help us stay calm and relieve tension. We all felt very relaxed throughout the rest of the
day!
On Wednesday afternoon, we split into our small groups again and planned the structure for
our day out. We worked together to work out the times we need to leave, how long it takes to
walk to the bus, how long the bus takes to get into town, what time the films starts, how long
the film is on for, how much money we need and what time we need to get back to school for.
We used the time skills we have been learning in Maths throughout this whole exercise and
came up with 3 brilliant plans!
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On Thursday, we went on our trips. All 3 groups were successful and we all managed to keep
to the timings, find the right bus and keep track of our money! Some of us even faced some
challenges with money and change but solved them independently! Well done!!
I (Miss Wah) am very proud of all of my Fiji pupils. They have worked fantastically planning
their trips, thinking of everything that they needed to do. Throughout the trip, they were
sensible and used everything they had learnt about road safety, appropriate behaviour in
public places, time and money to have a successful day out with their friends. Amazing work
Fiji!! All of your hard work throughout the whole of this academic year has shown on this trip
that you have planned. Well done!!!!!
All of Fiji have worked excellently this week, but our pupil of the week goes to Ryan Griffiths
who has made a brilliant effort to improve his attendance. Well done!
New Zealand Class
This week we were very happy to welcome Zoe from Agent Academy into our class to deliver
some sessions to the students as part of the Facebook sponsored ICT training. The students
looked to develop product design and entrepreneurial skills by producing a product for a target
market. Zoe was really impressed with the students’ ideas and hard work. We then looked at
cyber security and how to keep our information and ourselves safe. The class used an internet
safety website to see how long it would take a hacker to crack their passwords. The responses
from ranged from 48 minutes to over a million years!
On Tuesday we started to look at heroes and what qualities make our personal heroes. We
discussed our heroes and these ranged from Steve Jobs to Tim Howard, Ariana Grande to
one pupils dad! We recognised that heroes come in many sizes and are personal to each
other. Students have now started to produce a poster all about their hero.
On Wednesday we took part in Mindfulness sessions with Katie from Little Sunshine Yoga.
The students looked at ways to improve their self -esteem and confidence and then ended the
sessions with breathing exercises and a meditation. At the end of the session everyone was
relaxed and calm.
Mrs Roberts taught the students this week how to make pitta pizzas this week in our weekly
food technology lessons. The students all enjoyed this and the pizzas looked delicious!
On Thursday we carried out our weekly gym trips and on Friday students continued in their
horticulture lessons.
I would like to say a big 'Thank You' to Mrs Roberts and Ms Duckworth in my class for all their
hard work this week whilst I have been out on my NPQH residential. They are both stars and
work so hard for the students!
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Students of the week – Week 29
EYFS and Key Stage One
Ireland

Archie Harding

Wales

Scarlett Williams
Key Stage Two

Peru

Nathaniel Dudek

Portugal

Alfie Henderson

USA

Alex Maxwell

Brazil

Kyle

France

Hayden Sherwood

Canada

Jack Lowther

Spain

Jo Jo Campbell

Italy

Conor Thompson
Key Stage Three

Madagascar

Jessica Smith

Seychelles

Liam Poxan

Cape Verde

Alfie Taylor

Botswana

Joe Whinnett

Mozambique

Matthew Goudie

Malawi

Mason Young

Kenya

Harry Sorensen
Key Stage Four

Australia

Megan Hall

Papua New Guinea

Lucas Howard

Samoa

Leo Bouachanh

Christmas Island

Henry Lin
Key Stage Five

New Zealand

Tom Harris

Tasmania

Hao Zhen

Fiji

Ryan Griffiths
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Week 29 in pictures
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2019-20 Academic Year
Term 1
Staff training day:

Monday, 2 September 2019 – school closed to students

Students arrive on:

Tuesday, 3 September 2019Term ends on: Friday 25 October 2019

October Holiday:

Monday 28 October 2017 to Friday 1 November 2019

Term 2
Term starts on:

Monday 4 November 2019

Term ends on:

Friday 20 December 2019 - finishing at 1:30pm

Christmas Holiday:

Monday 23 December 2019 to Friday 3 January 2020

Term 3
Staff training day:

Monday 6 January 2020 – school closed to students

Students arrive on:

Tuesday 7 January 2020

Term ends on:

Friday 14 February 2020

February Holiday:

Monday 17 February 2020 to Friday 21 February 2020

Term 4
Term starts on:

Monday 24 February 2020

Term ends on:

Friday 3 April 2020 – finishing at 1:30pm

Spring Holiday:

Monday 6 April 2020 to Friday 17 April 2020

Bank holidays:

Friday, 10 April 2020 – Good Friday and Monday, 13 April 2020 – Easter Monday

Term 5
Staff training day:

Monday 20 April 2020 – school closed to students

Students arrive on:

Tuesday 21 April 2020

Bank holiday:

4 May 2020 – Early Bank Holiday Monday

Term ends on:

Friday 22 May 2020

May Holiday:

Monday 25 May 2020 (Bank Holiday) to Friday 29 May 2020

Term 6
Term starts on:

Monday 1 June 2020

Official leaving date:

Friday 26 June 2019* *Friday 26 June 2020 is an official leaving date for the
students in Year 11 as well as those in Key Stage Five who are finishing their
education at ALS that summer.

Staff Transition INSET:

Friday 10 July 2020 – school closed to students

Transition Week:

Monday 13 July-Friday 17 July 2020**

Students’ last day:

Friday 17 July 2020 – finishing at 1:30pm

Staff training day:

Monday 20 July – school closed to students

Term ends on:

Monday 20 July 2020

** Transition Week is a period of time during which the students will be taught in their next year’s classes
– this is to support smooth transition into ALS, into a new Department, Key Stage or a new class.
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Key Diary Dates
Our academic year 2018-19 term dates are available on our website:
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/ALS-Term-Dates-201819.pdf

Please note planned early finishes and closure dates, as known at present:
TERM 5:
Bank holiday:
Monday, 6 May 2019 – Early Bank Holiday Monday
May Holiday: Monday 27 May 2019 to Friday 31 May 2019
TERM 6:
Staff training day: Friday 12 July 2019 – school closed to students
Staff training day: Monday 22 July – Wednesday 24 July 2019 – school closed to
students
Summer Holiday: Thursday 25 July 2019
Bank holidays:
Monday 26 August 2019 – August Bank Holiday

Key Diary Dates for the remainder of the year can be found on our website,
under the EVENTS tab:
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/event

Next academic year, 2019-20 is also now planned, with the specific term dates
available for you to view on our website:
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/2019-20-termdates.pdf
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Head’s Weekly Newsletter

TERM 5 - 23 Days
WEEK
NUMBER
30

31

W/C

Date

Mon 6.5.19

6.5.19

Event


Comment
Bank holiday

Tue
7.5
 KS1 SATS window opens – confirm end date
Wed
8.5
 Governing Body Meeting
Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
 14:30-16:30 Specific Statutory Moderation training session for
EYFSP – School Improvement
 13:45 EYFS moderation at Toxteth Annexe, M O’Neill attending
Thur
9.5
Fri
10.5
 Departmental Assemblies
9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department
10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department
 9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning
 NAS Visit
Mon 13.5.19
13.5
 KS2 SATS window opens
Tue
14.5
 Moderation Day
 AM – KS4 Shakespeare workshop
 09:30-12:30 CAMHS link worker, Dr Laura Purdy in school

 14:30-16:30 Statutory KS1 Moderation of Maths Training –
School Improvement
Wed
15.5
 09:00-16:00 Solihull Staff Training (offsite)
 09:30-12:00 DUTCH FARM – across the Key Stages
Thur
16.5.19
 Primary Term 5 CED
 KS2 SATS window closes
 Mid-year Support staff PM mtgs complete
Fri
17.5
 Departmental Assemblies
9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department
10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department
 9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning
 09:30-15:00 Purposeful Practical Science Training for Staff –
School Improvement
 14:00-16:00 Primary PSHE Briefing for Staff – School
Improvement

School closed to students
and staff
16:30-18:30

Assemblies and Coffee Morning
are open to families. Parking is
available on site on a “firstcome-first-served basis” only.
No photography permitted.

Assemblies and Coffee Morning
are open to families. Parking is
available on site on a “firstcome-first-served basis” only.
No photography permitted.
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Mon 20.5.19

20.5.19

Tue

21.5









Wed

22.5

Thur

23.5

Fri

24.5

Fri

24.5.19











Term 5 – Festival of Learning
Seeing is Believing for Governors
Term 5 – Festival of Learning
Seeing is Believing for Governors
14:30-16:00 Primary History Subject Leaders Network – School
Improvement
14:00-16:00 Primary Leading Your Curriculum Senior Leadership
Forum at Toxteth Annexe – Lisa Walker and Maria O’Neill
attending
Staff Twilight - Sensory Processing Disorder (Part 1 of 2) –
Clare Ewart
Term 5 – Festival of Learning
Seeing is Believing for Governors
Term 5 – Festival of Learning
Seeing is Believing for Governors
Term 5 – Festival of Learning
Seeing is Believing for Governors
JIM JAM JOG
Key Stage Two – 09:30-10:45
Key Stage Four – 11:00-11:30
Key Stage Five – 11:30-12 noon
Early Years and Key Stage One – 13:20-13:45
Key Stage Three – 13:45-14:45
Departmental Assemblies
9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department
10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department
9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning
END OF TERM 5@15:15

Assemblies and Coffee Morning
are open to families. Parking is
available on site on a “firstcome-first-served basis” only.
No photography permitted.

MAY HOLIDAY: Monday, 27 May 2019 – Friday, 31 May 2019
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