Head’s Weekly Newsletter
Issue 30, 10 May 2019

Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Dear Students, Families, Colleagues and Friends
Welcome to today’s newsletter – I hope you enjoy all the stories, updates, notifications and
announcements. I also know that many of you LOVE the class and the photo section the most!
What a week! We had so many activities in just the four days! What emotions!!!
I remember vividly my first interactions with the students of Abbot’s Lea School. My first visit
to the school was in early 2015, when I visited all the way from London, to see if the job
advertised was the right “fit” for me. The warmth of the welcome from the students was
overwhelming and this part, through the thick and thin of my headship journey here, has
remained the most stable, constant and also most precious of moments. But – wax lyrical side
– the first questions included, without a fail:





What’s your name?
Where are you from?
Why are you here?
Who do you support?

The first three were easy. The last one was, in my mind, complex:
After all, I support many: I support my children, I support my husband, I support my parents, I
support my friends, at the time, I also supported my lovely dog (no longer with us…) and I also
supported my school at the time and all the students, families and colleagues within it.
The correct answer, to the students asking it, was much simpler: is it red or is it blue?!
The truth is: I am neither. As an ex-volleyball player, my allegiance was always to that sport
and not any other. This proved to be a good “neutral” position to genuinely find myself in. That
said, being married to a Scouser, with a son who, at some point along the way, followed his
father’s suit and plastered his bedroom window with lots of red posters, by family default,
I grew closer to the red myself.
I don’t understand the rules of football – for me, it is either a goal or not a goal. All the free
kicks, hand, corners, penalties equates to complex black magic. That said, you know brilliance
when you see it. And this week showed just that – sporting brilliance and awesome team work.
So – my answer remains unchanged: I do not support any one team, but I wholeheartedly
support, admire and find myself in awe of any team that delivers brilliance! Inspiring!
Have a wonderful weekend and I look forward to seeing you all next week.
Yours sincerely
Mrs A. Hildrey
Headteacher

EARLY SCHOOL CLOSURE NOTIFICATION
10 May 2019

Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’

Dear Families
Ref: Early finish of school on Monday, 13 May 2019 – 2PM STUDENT COLLECTION

I write to advise you that we have received a formal notification from the Liverpool City Council
that the city and Liverpool Football Club announced yesterday that, should Liverpool be
successful in the Premier League on Sunday 12 May, then the city will ask LFC to parade
through the city centre on Monday, 13 May at 4pm.

Subsequently, I have received a confirmation from the LCC SEND Transport Team that, as
part of the plans to avoid any potential transport provision difficulties associated with the
planned closure of many roads in and around the city, the school will need to close at 2pm
on Monday, 12 May 2019 irrespective of whether there is a victory parade or not.

I appreciate that this is a late notice and that the parade is not yet confirmed, however this
unfortunately is the nature of football parade planning.

To help with a smooth organisation of teaching and learning activities, this early closure will
apply to all students, disregard of the mode of transport from school, including parents
collecting children or students walking home independently.

This is therefore to confirm that the school will close early on Monday, 13 May 2019,
with all students needing to be collected at 2pm.

I apologise for any inconvenience this may cause.

Yours faithfully

Mrs Ania Hildrey
Headteacher
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Enquiries to: Jason Dolman /Jen Falding
Direct line :0151 233 0185
8 May 2019

Name of recipient
House number / name
StreetResident/Business
name
Dear
City
Important
Postcode Information
Potential Liverpool Football Club Victory Parades, Monday 13 May and Sunday 2 June 2019

Plans
Date: are in place for victory parades should Liverpool Football Club win the Premier League and / or
the Champions League. If successful, Liverpool City Council will formally invite the club to hold a victory
Dear
parade in the city which will be held the day after the last match of the Premier League on Monday 13
May and on Sunday 2 June the day after the Champions League final, dates requested by the club.
The champions of both competitions will not be known until the day before each planned parade,
however due to the major logistical challenges needed to arrange parades of this scale, the
announcement is being made in advance so residents and businesses in the city can be prepared for
the potential events.
The Parades on both dates are planned to start at 4pm, and are expected to last for a number of hours,
seeing the Liverpool FC team parade the winning trophy on an open top bus, travelling along Liverpool’s
UNESCO World Heritage Waterfront.
The Parade route on both dates begins at Allerton Maze, onto Queen’s Drive, Millbank, West Derby
Road, Erskine Street, Islington, Hunter Street, Leeds Street, The Strand and ends at the junction of The
Strand and Blundell Street.
Road Closures
Please note the Strand will be closed northbound on 13 May and 2 June from Leeds Street / Old Hall
Street junction to the Upper Parliament Street / Great George Street junction from 9.30am to 11pm or
until it is safe to re-open. The southbound lane will be closed from approx. 5pm until 11pm, again
subject to crowd safety requirements.
The closures for Allerton Maze, Queen’s Drive, Millbank, West Derby Road (outward bound), Erskine
Street, Islington, Hunter Street and Leeds Street will not go in until the parade approaches unless the
size of the crowd at any point causes a safety concern.
West Derby Road city bound will also be closed from Sheil Road at 4pm until the conclusion of the
parade in this area.
Yours faithfully
Jason Dolman & Jen Falding
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GOVERNING BODY (GB)
Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’

Earlier this week, our Governing Body met for its penultimate meeting of this academic year.
Matters discussed at the meeting included:
1. Scrutiny of the vision for the school and the resulting leadership and management of
staff
2. Scrutiny of impact of the school’s work on the students’ progress across the five key
stages
3. Budget scrutiny and approval of the budget for the financial year 2019-20.
I am pleased to pass on the Governing Body’s appreciation of every students’ success to-date
and the thanks to all of the staff for their hard work in providing exemplary service to the
children, families and the team itself.
Areas of priority are clearly identified by the school leaders who are relentless in driving
standards forward.
The budget, for the first time in many years, and despite growing pressures, is healthy and will
provide a steady platform for further school development, as identified by the leaders.
The Governors also took the time to consider all of the responses to the recent consultation
on the potential changes to the Admission Policy for our school. We thank you for taking the
time to write to us – your views are invaluable.
The Governing Body accepted unanimously my recommendation to put on hold any changes
to the school’s admissions until such time when the Liverpool City Council’s review of SEND
provision across the city is completed and a greater clarity regarding commissioning of school
places and options available to the young people of Liverpool are available.
As a result, I can confirm that there will be not changes to the Admission policy at this point in
time. We expect that there will be greater clarity about Liverpool’s SEND provision for the
future at the end of this calendar year and so we will revisit the implications of that on the role
Abbot’s Lea School will play then.
I will spend the time between now and then developing greater understanding of the options
we could explore and so I will be in contact again soon to invite students, families, staff, LCC
SEND team, LCC Adult Social Care Team, local FE colleges and businesses keen to be a
part of enriching the offer of post-16 options available to the students we serve.
Lastly, we said goodbye to Mr McVerry, as he finished his 2-year term of office (cutting it
slightly short due to his promotion to Deputy Headteacher and wishing to make way for
someone outside of the school’s Leadership Team to sit on the GB). We thank Mr McVerry for
his voluntary service to the GB over that time and wish him very well in his new role.
We welcomed Miss Gilbert, recently elected by the staff, as Mr McVerry’s successor. Miss
Gilbert is a Teaching Assistant at our school and brings a perspective of a frontline classroom
practitioner to the GB team. We wish her a very successful 2-year term of office.
Please note roles and responsibilities of the Governing Body for the remainder of this
academic year on the next page.
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GOVERNING BODY (GB)
Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’
Number Responsibility

Person

1

Rohit Ramesh

Link Senior
Leader
Ania Hildrey

Rob Lowe

Michelle Griffiths

Ania Hildrey

Leadership Team

Sarah Powell

Alison Twomey

Attendance Governor

Jim North

Alison Twomey

SEND Students’ Progress Governor

Alicea Thompson

Anthony McVerry

Autism Research and Development
Governor

Sarah Gilbert

Micah Grimshaw

Clare Atherton

Michelle Griffiths

Tom Drost

Andrew Cocklin

Eileen Walsh

Alison Twomey

2
3
4

Chair, HT PM Panel, GB
compliance
Vice Chair, HT PM Panel, GB
training and development
HT Governor, SDP and Self
Evaluation reporting
Safeguarding Governor

5

6

7
8
9
10

HR Governor
Finance and Operations Governor

Family Engagement Governor

Each Governor will arrange with the Headteacher, 3 formal visits related to their respective
area of responsibility per year, with a written summary report submitted to the Headteacher
within 7 days of the visit and shared with the Governors at the next GB meeting.
Each Governor will also arrange 3 visits a year to get to know the school in its daily operation
and to meet its stakeholders (students, families and the staff).
These visits are called “Seeing is Believing” and are aimed to allow the Governors to
familiarise themselves with the context of the school and experience first-hand the progress
made towards the agreed School Development Plan priorities.
The visits will also allow the school community to get to know the governors. The Governors
will report to the Headteacher their visit experiences within 7 days of the visit; this will be
shared at the next GB meeting.
The next meeting of the Governing Body will take place on Wednesday, 10 July 2019.
This will be a Business Meeting during which roles and responsibilities for the next academic
year will be decided.
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Deputy Headteacher
Mr McVerry, Deputy Headteacher
E: anthony.mcverry@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

It has been a very busy week across the school this week and we have had lots of things
going on to enhance the learning experience of all of our students. There have been a number
of trips this week within the primary department wrapped around the theme of 'Our Heroes'
and Space. Italy class went to the Space Museum to learn about what it is like to be in space
and also what space is all about. Portugal class visited the Museum of Science and Industry
in Manchester and spent time looking at all of the exhibits including a science show, they really
enjoyed their time in Manchester and talking about it in assembly. Wales class visited one of
my favorite places in Liverpool, Speke Hall, they talked of the giant who was snoring in his
small house in the woods and even linked the building to looking like those that the learnt
about in the Great Fire of London.
Within the Secondary Department this week, it was great to see so many of our KS4 and 5
students attend an information session with staff from Regenda about the Supported
Internship provision within the company next year. There are three opportunities within the
company and I am sure that we will fill these from those students who attended the meeting.
I have also popped into a number of classes this week and it has been evident that students
are fully engaged in the theme of 'Our Heroes', with the likes of Samoa class writing their own
Kahoot quizzes to share with the rest of their class and Kenya class talking about a range of
heroes. It was brilliant to be in class and see everything that is going on.
I also had the pleasure of working with our NAS advisor today, Jonny Knowles, it is great to
show him what the school is doing and also how fare we are moving forward with what we are
doing. Is is essential to quality assure ourselves and also improve our practice further and I
enjoy opportunities like this.
I also had a really productive meeting with Ms. Caddick this week and Merseyside Fire and
Rescue Cadets, it was great to talk about this opportunity and it looks like we will be setting
up our own cadetship that is embedded in the Key Stage 3 and 4 curriculum. They will provide
us with funding for the equipment and uniforms and will build on our life-skills and employability
curriculum
I also want to congratulate James Farrington (USA) and Mohamad Djerboura (Kenya) who
will be the mascots at our charity football match on Wednesday, please do come down and
support the team and help raise further fund for F.A.B.
Have a great weekend and see you all next week.
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Care and Safeguarding
Ms Alison Twomey, Head of Care and Safeguarding
E: Alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

This week I took the opportunity to leave my office and visit classrooms to see for myself what
‘a day in the life’ of a student at Abbot’s Lea School looks and feels like. On Tuesday I spent
the whole day in class Ireland, and on Wednesday I joined class Madagascar. Both days were
fantastic, from the joys of messy play in Key Stage 1 to a lesson on Civil Rights in 1950’s
America in Key Stage 3.
By considering a day in the life of a child, and using professional expertise to consider the
impact of everything that happens to them throughout the day, a much clearer account of the
specific ways in which we can support them can be gained. This makes planning interventions
and agreeing on outcomes and indicators of progress much more precise and child-focused.
As I was observing the students in their class activities, I was asking myself the following
questions:
· What is the nature of each child’s relationships with their peers, teachers and support staff?
· What do they enjoy about school?
· What do they find difficult?
· What makes them happy or sad? Excited or frustrated?
· Do they have friends?
· Is there any conflict in the class?
· What do they do at playtime or lunchtime?
Most observations undertaken in schools are related to the quality of teaching and learning
but it is essential that other factors are also considered. All aspects of a child’s experiences at
school should be understood and used to continually improve practice and create the most
wonderful educational journey possible. It is essential that all students feel safe and cared for.
Outstanding schools have a warm climate where students feel welcome and know that the
class team cares about them as individuals and not merely because of their achievements.
My experiences in both classes this week reinforced my opinion that the pastoral care of
students at Abbot’s Lea School is a high priority for all staff. The strong desire for our students
to be happy, emotionally regulated and making progress across all aspects of their academic
and social development informs everything we do. Next week I shall be visiting Classes
Australia and New Zealand. It will be interesting to see how our older students are becoming
more independent learners and how prepared they are for the transition from young person to
young adult. I can’t wait!

Page 8 of 30

Autism Research and Development
Ms Micah Grimshaw, Head of Autism Research and Development
E: micah.grimshaw@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

My article this week is co-written with Lancaster University’s research student, Natalie Richard,
whose project working with students from Key Stage 1 and 2 I supervised earlier in the year.
This study investigated whether children with Autism and typically developing children are
more successful at learning words from colour pictures or non-colour pictures. The study also
investigated how children extended words from pictures to objects and measured whether
children could remember the names after a short delay. A prediction was made that children
with Autism would benefit from colour pictures because they are more visually similar to the
objects they represent than non-colour pictures. Previous research has demonstrated that
typically developing children often forget new words after 5 minutes, suggesting that
identification and retention of word meanings are separate processes.
Natalie’s research found that both typically-developing, and autistic children showed more
accurate retention when they were (a) taught with non-colour pictures rather than colour
pictures (contrary to predictions), and (b) tested with pictures rather than objects. It was also
notable that children were less accurate when generalising words from non-colour pictures to
objects that are coloured. Children diagnosed with Autism did not differ on retention or
generalisation accuracy when compared with typically developing children with similar
receptive vocabularies.
Importantly, the findings show that children with Autism can learn new words from pictures as
effectively as typically developing children under the right conditions (and when expectations
are based on ability rather than age). The learning advantage for non-colour pictures may
imply that colour may be distracting or increase the difficulty of encoding representations of
the new words’ meanings. It makes sense that children would respond more accurately when
tested with pictures than objects, as the words were paired with pictures in the first place. That
being said, both groups demonstrated understanding that names for pictures should also be
extended to objects that match on shape. It should be noted, however, that previous research
has shown that minimally verbal children may rely on colour (in addition to shape) when
identifying relationships between pictures and objects. As children’s language skills develop,
so too does their understanding of pictures, and their ability to use “less iconic” and more
abstract pictures improves.
I am extremely grateful that Natalie’s supervisor, Dr Calum Hartley, has also offered to deliver
a presentation to staff later this year to talk more about the research that looks at how children
can effectively learn words from pictures.
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School Business Support
Mrs Michelle Griffiths, Head of HR
E: michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

This week we have hosted two trainee teachers from Hope University who wanted to gain
some experience in an SEN setting. I hope the placement was valuable and I would like to
thank the students and staff of Canada, France, Christmas Island and Samoa for hosting
them.
We have also interviews some excellent candidates for our Teaching Assistant role this
week and are hopeful of making appointments very soon.
Finally a big well done to all our super heros who came to school in their amazing costumes
today to raise money for Cash for Kids.

Mr Andrew Cocklin, Head of Finance and Operations

E: andrew.cocklin@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

I wanted to bring to your attention a project that the Salvation Army are running for their new
development on Beaconsfield Road. Within their new training centre they will have a display
detailing the history of Strawberry Field and this will include a giant mosaic of John Lennon,
made up of over 4,000 tiles, each displaying a different persons face. We have been allocated
a tile and will be running a competition for students to be chosen for this, but if any parents,
family member friends etc also wish to be part of this giant photomosaic you can take part by
visting store.strawberryfieldliverpool.com for further information.
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Job Coach
Ms Claire Caddick, Job Coach
E: Claire.caddick@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Another great week at Abbot's Lea with lots of exciting things happening. I am really lucky to
have a job where I can explore opportunities on behalf of the school and look at innovative
and creative ways to provide greater choice for our students.
This week myself and Mr McVerry met up with Merseyside fire and rescue service to talk to
them about Fire Cadets. Currently Fire Cadets runs nationally with 5 units in Merseyside and
ran after school and at weekends within community settings. Myself and Mr McVerry believe
that the Ethos and values being taught within the cadets mirror those of the schools and it is
something that we should run in-house and embed within the curriculm. The aim of the Fire
Cadets is to enable young people to gain skills, knowledge and positive experiences in a fun,
safe and secure environment, whilst developing life skills and inspiring young people to make
positive life choices about their futures. Cadets is a nationally recognised programme of study
with 3 cadet levels being completed over the year. Our young people will learn: Practical
Firefighting Drills, Fire Safety Awareness, Promoting Community Engagement, Fundraising,
First Aid Awareness, Road Safety Awareness, Water Safety Awareness, Team-building
Activities.
The Fire service currently does not have any SEND fire cadet units nationally so we are thrilled
that Abbot's Lea will be the first Cadet unit of it's kind and we look forward to starting this
initiative in September 2019. The fire cadet service will be in school on Monday 20th May to
speak to all the young people about this exciting partnership.
Regenda has also visited our young people this
week to speak to them about the 3 internship
opportunities within their company for our
supported internship programme in September.
Eleven young people requested to meet Regenda
and hear their presentation. Our next steps will now
be a trip down to see their offices within the coming
weeks. On Thursday Morning I took a KS5 student
to look at a potential placement within a nursery
setting before he starts college in September and I
have also met with some parents this week who are
interested in career changes/ returning to
education. If any parents do require any support
with their CV's or job searching I am more than
happy to help. Please contact me and make an
appointment
at; claire.caddick@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Charity Football Match
Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’

We would love families to get involved, please contact Mr Ryan Mason for
further details: ryan.mason@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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FAB Update
Egg-cited!

Our 3rd Summer Fair is on Saturday, 29 June 2019; 12:00-15:00!
All students, families, friends and staff are warmly invited to the event so please save
the date!

JIM JAM JOG Event
Following the cancellation of the planned JIM JAM JOG event due to the weather,
we have now agreed the new date of
Friday 24 May 2019
The timings for the day are as follows:
Early Years and Key Stage One – 13:20-13:45 (due to swimming in the morning)
Key Stage Two – 09:30-10:45
Key Stage Three – 13:45-14:45
Key Stage Four – 11:00-11:30
Key Stage Five – 11:30 -12:00

Charity Football Match – Wednesday 15 May 2019
There is still time to buy your tickets for the Charity Football Match!
Tickets will be available from the school at the following prices – please send in correct
money (as no change can be given) together with details of the tickets you would like to your
childs class team.
Child £1.00
Adult £3.00
Family ticket (2 adults + 2 children) £6.00
PLEASE DO COME ALONG AND SUPPORT OUR SCHOOL!
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Poppy Appeal
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Key Stage News and Updates
Early Years and Key Stage 1
Key Stage Leader: Miss O’Neill
Maria.O’Neill@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Ireland Class
This week in Ireland class we have been making space ships, rockets and aliens using
recycled materials and hand prints. We have been reading 'The way back home' and singing
along to our solar system songs. In maths we have been counting forward and backward using
the language of more and less. Some of us have even started using the language of 'double'
and half.' Very clever! It has been wet this week but that hasn't stopped us, we have been
learning to put on our own wet suit trousers and wellies. We are looking forward to next Friday
when we will be having our first 'stay and play' session and hope our lovely parents can join
us.
Have a lovely weekend.
Wales Class
Wales class have had another great week. We have been reading Aliens Love Underpants
and learning number bonds. We learnt all about why we have night and day and did some
lovely investigating with the globes and torches. Our rockets are really taking shape now and
we have had fun getting messy with the paper mache! Have a lovely weekend everybody.

Key Stage 2
Key Stage Leader: Mrs Lisa Walker
Lisa.Walker@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Italy Class
Italy class had great fun sharing their news and photographs from their long weekend in
English on Tuesday morning. Its lovely to see all the pupils developing in confidence when
sharing their weekend news with their class friends. On Tuesday afternoon we joined in our
dance session and celebrated Noah's 9th birthday. On Wednesday we read the book 'The
Way Back Home' by Oliver Jeffrers. We talked about the ending when the boy and the martian
were talking through the walkies talkies. We created our own conversation using speech
bubbles. In Maths we looked at place value using hundreds, tens and ones. We learnt to
recognise the value of each number. On Wednesday afternoon we went on the minibus to the
World Museum to look at the space exhibition. The pupils recognised the photographs of Neil
Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin. On Thursday we used the laptops to create our own astronauts
and completed an art activity. Well done to our pupil of the week Charlie!
Portugal Class
It has been a very exciting week in Class Portugal! On Tuesday, we discussed the birth of
the Royal Baby and made cards to send to Buckingham Palace - the children were really
interested in looking at the Royal Family and the line to the throne! Our cards were fantastic!
On Wednesday we went on a trip to the Museum of Science and Industry in Manchester! It
was a long journey but it was worth it. We saw all the planes and trains there and got some
great pictures. We also took part in the Hands On Science and found out lots of interesting
facts! It was a great day - the children and staff were very tired!
Have a nice weekend!
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Key Stage News and Updates
USA Class
This week USA have been learning about the Space Race between the US and Russia. We
learnt about the first man on the moon Neil Armstrong and completed a timeline of events.
France Class
France class this week have enjoyed their last swimming lesson of the academic year being
assessed on all what they have learnt over the sessions. We have been looking at our
sunflower seeds we planted and how they are growing. We also have looked more into our
theme ‘Our Heroes’ and Neil Armstrong finding out information about him and writing
biography on his life. In maths we have started looking at multiplication and will continue this
next week.
Spain Class
The students have had an excellent week. They have enjoyed learning about Neil Armstrong,
designing and decorating their U.F.O. models and making sandwiches in food technology.
The students have thoroughly enjoyed taking part in their dance lessons, accessing sensory
activities during the teaching of maths and French and dressing up as Superheroes to raise
awareness for Cash4Kids.
Well done everyone for a fantastic week!
Canada Class
Canada class have made rocket fruit kebabs in food tech this week and tried lots of new fruits
such as kiwi and mango. There designs were great and they enjoyed eating them afterwards.
We have been continuing our topic, written a biography on Neil Armstrong, explored the
planets and enjoyed yoga.
Canada finished the week learning all about the bank and enjoyed dressing up as superheroes
for Cash for Kids. Another short but excellent week.
Brazil Class
Brazil Have packed a lot into this 4 day week! Working well as a team to sequence and
demonstrate our solar system using inflatable planets then producing some lovely fact files
about them. We let our imaginations run wild designing our own planets from one made of
nuggets to Planet Computer.
We are revisiting telling the time using minutes and seconds. We have been estimating how
long it takes to complete a challenge then seeing how close our estimates are. We have found
out "Time flies when it is fun". We then played time games in pairs and groups to practice our
time telling skills- don't forget to keep it up at home too!
Wet play this week kept us inside a lot but luckily we had our first badminton lesson yesterday
to run off some energy. Everyone managed so well learning to serve and keep up a good rally.
Fantastic effort and fantastic exercise too.
Well done Class Brazil- you are all Super Heroes 😉
Peru Class
Peru have had a great week and have worked really hard. Carrying on with our Space topic,
the children enjoyed inventing their own planets. They thought about what their planet might
look like, what the weather might be like and what they might find on their planet – we had
some fantastic ideas. We talked about the birth of the new royal baby Archie and enjoyed
designing our own baby grows for him. Class Peru really enjoyed ‘Superhero Day’ today, they
enjoyed making their own masks to wear. Keep up the hard work Peru Class and have a lovely
weekend
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 3
Key Stage Leader: Mr Mason
Ryan.Mason@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Madagascar Class
It has been a good but shorter week for Class Madagascar. In Maths we have been looking
at identifying the mean, mode,median and range within sets of data. In Science we have
begun an experiment looking at the effect of sound waves upon the substance ooblek when
it is placed upon a music speaker. In Art we have completed portraits of Martin Luther King
and Rosa Parks as we have looked at heroes of the civil rights movement.
Mozambique Class
This week we have been learning about acrostic poems in Literacy and have made some of
our own very beautiful poems. In Maths we have continued our learning about time and have
focused on individual targets. We have enjoyed learning about light in Science and have
studied reflection and refraction and have also accessed the light and sound room to complete
simple experiments. We have now almost finished making our kites and we are waiting for a
windy day to fly them. In ICT we are making our own Powerpoint presentation which we will
be showing to the rest of the class when completed. In History we have learnt about the
Industrial revolution and are hoping to combine a trip in a few weeks. We enjoyed learning
more skills in hockey and will be combining these skills to play a match next week. In RE we
have studied the life and duties of the Pope.
Malawi Class
This week we have started learning about the Islam festival of Ramadan, which began over
the long weekend. Our students were amazed how people can go for over 12 hours without
eating and loved the idea that it shows how important the things we take for granted are.
In Design, we have created Crescent and Star mobiles following on from our Islam-themed
RE lesson. We chose to spread paint and mix the colours that way which has created some
lovely effects.
We've continued our learning about Shakespeare, completing a comprehension of Macbeth
for English and drawing our own portraits of The Bard in Art class.
In Life Skills, we have been continuing with our brilliant meditation for mindfulness and learning
more about friendships and relationships; we focused on the importance of teamwork and
used a certain sporting event from this week to show exactly how to get the job done!
Kenya Class
This week in Kenya class we have continued to explore the theme of Our Heroes. In P.E the
students enjoyed a game of quick cricket. In Computing the students continued to develop
their own game using software on Purple Mash. In English students have began to look and
heroes and villains. Also in Music students continued to explore music related to The Tempest
and learnt a new song.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 4
Key Stage Leader: Miss Dallas
Katie.Dallas@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Christmas Island Class
This week in Christmas Island we’ve enjoyed our 4 days in as Monday was a bank holiday.
For English this week, we were continuing to look at Romeo and Juliet. We created a love
letter from Romeo to Juliet on the laptops in our Shakespeare lesson.
In Maths this week, we continued to look at Bar Charts. We answered questions based on
them. We also started to look at Pie Charts which we will look at again next week.
In History, we continued to look at Martin Luther King JR. We answered questions based on
his speech “I Have a Dream”.
In Science, we’ve been continuing to look at Acid Rain and how it could affect the planet. We
also created a brochure/leaflet on the laptops in “Microsoft Publisher” based on that.
In Art, we started to design our trophy for our heroes out of clay. We also learned how to use
each tool to make it.
For Food Technology, we created tasty Tacos with fajita spices. We also learned how to use
the Hob in the kitchen.
A big congrats to Anthony Shinks for getting Pupil of the Week. Well done Anthony!!!
Written by Dan, student in Xmas Island.
Samoa Class
Samoa’s hero of the week is William Shakespeare. We started off preparing for our
Shakespeare workshop by taking part in a Shakespeare treasure hunt. Samoa discovered
some excellent facts about Shakespeare – did you know Shakespeare died on his birthday?
We also started reading Romeo and Juliet and loved exploring Shakespearean language. We
used Numicon in maths to learn about factors and their pairs and prime numbers. We had the
pleasure of Callum Stevenson teaching us football in PE lesson for us in preparation for his
future coaching career. Samoa scored some fantastic goals in what was already a cracking
week for football! We made some tasty tacos on Thursday. We developed our knife skills to
chop lettuce, tomatoes and peppers and thoroughly enjoyed our meal! We’re ending the week
by considering the benefits of leisure time in Life Skills. Have a great weekend! 
Australia Class
Class Australia have managed to cram in a lots in this short week. We finished off our Sikhism
topic in RE and the pupils were able to recall everything that they had learnt in a class quiz!!
In English we are continuing to study Shakespeare’s Romeo & Juliet, the students are enjoying
this tragic love story and we look forward to exploring the prologue next week.
We are making great headway in our art project and will be practicing using clay next week to
make our trophies!
Papua New Guinea Class
This week in PNG we have been getting our course work ready to be moderated we were
ordering our units and ensuring we had everything up to standard. We also began studying
Wilfred Owen as part of the 'our heroes' themes. We studied his life, his thoughts on war and
his inspirations for his very realistic and poignant poems. We also read some of the letters that
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he had written home to his mother. They gave us a real insight into what he experienced. In
Maths again did more exam preparation practising our money maths skills and also looking at
mathematical vocabulary used. In Art we have been designing our trophies for our heroes.
Cuppa New Guinea was busy again! This week had a swap around of our usual jobs throwing
some of us out of our comfort zone but we all did really well adapting to the change! Well done
PNG

Key Stage 5
Key Stage Leader: Mr Davenport
Paul.davenport@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Tasmania Class
What a wonderful short week back. We started off our week by making some delicious
chocolate chip shortbread. We ate some in school and took some home, we hope that some
of the parents got a taste.
We have continued reading ‘The Midnight Gang’ in English. Up to now the children have left
the ward and are heading to the secret destination. We cannot wait to find out where they are
going and what they are going to do. We have been practising some comprehension questions
after reading The Midnight Gang.
We have been getting ready and working extremely hard by completing some practice papers
in Maths and English to get ready for our entry level papers. We will continue this hard work
until the date of our tests.
We went to the gym on Wednesday and despite getting a bit wet from the rain we all travelled
with staff independently on public transport. We were able to gather some evidence from going
to the gym to help finish a unit in Asdan. We all had a fantastic time at the gym and practised
when we need to press the bell to get off the bus.
For horticulture we cannot believe how much our seeds have grown from last week. We will
keep watering them and as soon as they are too big for the pots that they are in now we will
replant them into bigger pots.
We hope you all have an enjoyable weekend and the sun comes out.
Fiji Class
Another 4 day week which meant no Food Tech for our Fiji chefs this week. So we started our
week with English and Maths lessons where we are concentrating on using time and
continuing our Harry Potter adventure.
We have also been preparing for our Functional Skills exams this week. These are happening
the last week of term.
We have been practising our independent travelling by planning routes and thinking about
how we can prepare ourselves to go out. Because we’d prepared our routes and had a backup
plan, when one of us forgot our gym bag on the way to the gym, we didn’t panic! Instead we
split into 2 smaller groups and used 2 separate bus routes, both groups managing to get to
the gym on time! Well done Fiji! Fantastic problem solving!
A special mention goes to Luke Jones, our pupil of the week. He always works hard and is
always kind and thoughtful. Well done Luke!
New Zealand Class
This week we have been enjoying a taste of Italy, with our budding chefs making spaghetti
bolognese! Becky has commended the students for listening to instructions and working safely
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in the kitchen. It was good to see so much independent cooking and work from the students.
The students have carried on with their 'Heroes' work, and we have some really interesting
heroes selected from the students. This work will be able to be viewed during the festival of
learning in a weeks time.
The students have continued reading the Midnight Gang and their work on algebra. We have
also had our gym trip this week and a special trip to the cinema, courtesy of ACE, to see
Spiderman: Into the Spider-verse. It was enjoyed by all!
General
This week I was fortunate to visit London as I had been nominated to join the BIMA (British
Interactive Media Association) 100 most important people in digital media in the UK for 2019.
This was due to my work to raise digital media careers options in school, our school's
participation in BIMA Digital Day 2018 which led to our subsequent success winning the
Vodafone challenge and my work helping to raise the issue of neuro-diversity in digital industry
through BIMA diversity meetings in Manchester.
I was humbled to be invited to join the BIMA 100 but I was then amazed to be given a Special
Mention in the awards ceremony as a 'Champion for change.' It was completely unexpected
as I then had to get up on stage and answer questions in front of about 200 people on what
their companies could do to make it easier for neuro-diverse students to get jobs in digital
industries! Very nerve wracking but it was heartening to hear so much support from the
attendees in recognising that they need to do more to make the workplace more accessible. I
would like to thank all the staff and students for their hard work, as none of this would be
possible without them, and to school for allowing me to attend the event.
Odd Facts of the week
1) Phronemophobia is the fear of thinking.
2) The chance of you dying on the way to get lottery tickets is actually greater than your chance
of winning.
3) About 150 people per year are killed by falling coconuts.
4) The Guinness Book of World Records holds the record for being the book most often stolen
from libraries.
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Students of the week – Week 30
EYFS and Key Stage One
Ireland

Bobby Johnson

Wales

Jack Patton
Key Stage Two

Peru

Joel Grainger

Portugal

Archie Fletcher

USA

Ellis Powell

Brazil

Lewis Woods

France

Jacob Bennett

Canada

Ethan Holmes

Spain

Brandon Kennedy

Italy

Charlie Waddington
Key Stage Three

Madagascar

Tyler Sherwood

Seychelles

Charlie Newman

Cape Verde

AJ Kennedy

Botswana

Leon Lynes

Mozambique

Andy Bova

Malawi

Kyle Pickett

Kenya

Royle Mensah
Key Stage Four

Australia

Joe Kyffin

Papua New Guinea

Dan Kotas

Samoa

Lewis Panagopoulos

Christmas Island

Anthony Shinks
Key Stage Five

New Zealand

Joe McGrath

Tasmania

Alex Firth

Fiji

Luke Jones
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Our academic year 2018-19 term dates are available on our website:
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/ALS-Term-Dates-201819.pdf

Please note planned early finishes and closure dates, as known at present:
TERM 5:
Bank holiday:
Monday, 6 May 2019 – Early Bank Holiday Monday
May Holiday: Monday 27 May 2019 to Friday 31 May 2019
TERM 6:
Staff training day: Friday 12 July 2019 – school closed to students
Staff training day: Monday 22 July – Wednesday 24 July 2019 – school closed to
students
Summer Holiday: Thursday 25 July 2019
Bank holidays:
Monday 26 August 2019 – August Bank Holiday

Key Diary Dates for the remainder of the year can be found on our website,
under the EVENTS tab:
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/event

Next academic year, 2019-20 is also now planned, with the specific term dates
available for you to view on our website:
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/2019-20-termdates.pdf
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TERM 5 - 23 Days
WEEK
NUMBER
31

32

W/C

Date

Mon 13.5.19
Tue

13.5
14.5

Event




Comment
KS2 SATS window opens
Moderation Day
AM – KS4 Shakespeare workshop

 09:30-12:30 CAMHS link worker, Dr Laura Purdy in school
Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

 14:30-16:30 Statutory KS1 Moderation of Maths Training – School
Improvement
Wed
15.5
 09:00-16:00 Solihull Staff Training (offsite)
 09:30-12:00 DUTCH FARM – across the Key Stages
Thur
16.5.19
 Primary Term 5 CED
 KS2 SATS window closes
 Mid-year Support staff PM mtgs complete
Fri
17.5
 Departmental Assemblies
9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department
10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department
 9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning
 09:30-15:00 Purposeful Practical Science Training for Staff – School
Improvement
 14:00-16:00 Primary PSHE Briefing for Staff – School Improvement
Mon 20.5.19
20.5.19
 Term 5 – Festival of Learning
 Seeing is Believing for Governors
Tue
21.5
 Term 5 – Festival of Learning
 Seeing is Believing for Governors
 14:30-16:00 Primary History Subject Leaders Network – School
Improvement
 14:00-16:00 Primary Leading Your Curriculum Senior Leadership Forum
at Toxteth Annexe – Lisa Walker and Maria O’Neill attending
 Staff Twilight - Sensory Processing Disorder (Part 1 of 2) – Clare Ewart
Wed
22.5
 Term 5 – Festival of Learning
 Seeing is Believing for Governors
Thur
23.5
 Term 5 – Festival of Learning

Assemblies and Coffee Morning
are open to families. Parking is
available on site on a “first-comefirst-served basis” only. No
photography permitted.

Fri

24.5

Fri

24.5.19









Seeing is Believing for Governors
Term 5 – Festival of Learning
Seeing is Believing for Governors
Departmental Assemblies
JIM JAM JOG Event
9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department
10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department
9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning
END OF TERM 5@15:15

Assemblies and Coffee Morning
are open to families. Parking is
available on site on a “first-comefirst-served basis” only. No
photography permitted.

MAY HOLIDAY: Monday, 27 May 2019 – Friday, 31 May 2019
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