Head’s Weekly Newsletter
Issue 31, 17 May 2019

Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Dear Students, Families, Colleagues and Friends

We have now come to an end of the penultimate week of this short term.
We had an amazing week with superb activities for the students and a lot to keep us, the staff,
on our toes.
I want to thank everyone for one of the highlights of this week – the Charity Football Match
held on Wednesday night this week.
Led by Mr Mason, our Key Stage Leader for KS3, and supported by the army of volunteers –
staff, families and students, the event proved simply fantastic again!
The wonderful togetherness of the community was palpable and we were honoured to meet
the football legends: Jamie Carragher and Alan Kennedy, who supported us this year!
The joy on the students’ faces, the inspiration for the aspiring new athletes and the genuine
team spirit – no matter which side one was on - have left me feeling very happy indeed.
We may not have scored, but we – the school – have definitely won on the night!
I want to thank all of you for making this event happen – from the players on the pitch, the
behind-the-scenes organisers, through those providing wonderful customer service, to every
single member of our community who was there and reached to their pockets for the coins,
notes and cheques to support us.
Thanks you!
As a result, we have raised over a £1000 for the school!!! AMAZING!!!
Next week, more sporting, we hope, with our JIM JAM JOG planned for Friday, 24 May
(although I say that with an advance clarification that this event is subject to weather).
That Friday we finish at the normal 15:15m time, breaking up for the last half term holiday of
the year. We then return to school on Monday, 3 June 2019 for the remaining 38 days of
learning!
I wish you all a very good weekend and I hope to see many of you next week.

Kind regards

Mrs A. Hildrey
Headteacher

Governing Body News
Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’

I have been a Governor at Abbot’s Lea school since 2005. I was asked to join the Governing
Body when I was Vice-Chair of New Heys Comprehensive School where I was a Governor
for twenty-three years.
I am a retired teacher of thirty-five years and was a Primary Headteacher for nine.
My daughter was diagnosed with Autism when she was three and a half years old by John
and Elizabeth Newsom in the Child Development Research Unit at Nottingham University
and went to residential Special schools for children with Autism in South Yorkshire and
Newton le Willows. She is now in her forties and lives in the adult community of Autism
Together on the Wirral.
I am very committed to Abbot’s Lea school, its values and its vision to be the best specialist
school in the World! I want this school to prosper and continue so that children on the Autism
Spectrum do not have to leave their families to obtain the excellent, outstanding education
and ASD curriculum that is provided by Abbot’s Lea school.
Eileen Walsh 16th May 2019
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Deputy Headteacher
Mr McVerry, Deputy Headteacher
E: anthony.mcverry@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

What a week in school with so many amazing initiatives taking place. I am still recovering from
the charity football match that took place on Wednesday against the Liverpool Football Club
Foundation. It was great to see so many families attend the event and also take part in the
event. Even though we lost the match, a better result than last year, it was not about winning,
it was deeper than that, it was about bringing people together in an extraordinary event that
helps to raise funds for our students. On that note I wish to thank Ashley Murphy in class
Kenya and his family for raising £100 single handily for the cause, a massive thank you and
well done! Thank you everyone who donated their own money to this event, we raised over
£1000!!
A big thank you also needs to go to Mr Mason for all of his hard work in organising the event
and coordinating a well-planned operation. Thank you to Mrs Griffith for sharing your celebrity
connection in getting Jamie Carragher and Ian Snowdon down. A massive thank you to the
FAB team, Mrs Walker, Miss O'Neill and Miss Sharpe for manning the stalls.
It is also important to thank Liverpool County FA for their donation of the county pitch, it was
top class. The LFC Foundation for their support and donations and bringing the legend that is
Alan Kennedy out of retirement to play against Abbot’s Lea School.
We will be back with another event next year and hoping for a well-earned victory.
This week school has been a busy one, with preparation for our Festival of Learning taking
place, if you want to come in and share the learning experiences of our students then please
do book in a time with reception and remember it is Monday to Wednesday, with specific days
assigned to each Key Stage.
We have had a number of visits out this week to the recycling centre, Speke Hall, Swimming
and the local area, I was blown away on Thursday by the Primary Careers morning. It was so
nice to see so many employers from different professions and walks of life on site to share
their experiences with our young students. I did however spy a number of the older students
getting involved, which was also nice to see. These days are so important and it just shows
how far the school has come in believing in all of our students and their capabilities. Thank
you so much to Miss Abbott, Miss O'Neill and Mrs Walker for your precision in getting this day
organised.
Today we had students from Liverpool Life Sciences in school to lead the secondary
assembly, sharing their experiences, career plans and a range of practical experiments with
our students. Thank you to the school and the students who came, it is great to partner up
with other schools and share our experiences. The hope is that we can take groups of students
down to the labs at the school for whole day visits, exciting times.
Please do read each of the Key Stage updates as so much more has been happening within
the classrooms this week, have a wonderful weekend everyone!!
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Care and Safeguarding
Ms Alison Twomey, Head of Care and Safeguarding
E: Alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

This week I am going to write about The Jeremy Kyle Show and that is a sentence I never
thought I’d write.
I should declare right now that I did not watch the show - indeed I have never sat through an
entire episode. I find it impossible to watch television programmes involving people shouting
at each other. This is also the reason I am, and always have been, utterly unable to watch
EastEnders. I am, however, quite familiar with the programme due to its longevity and
undoubted popularity with the viewing public. I have been exposed to the programme whilst
sat in various waiting rooms (it’s either Jeremy Kyle or Homes under the Hammer!) and it’s
been on the television in almost all home visits I have carried out over the years. In short, The
Jeremy Kyle Show was one of the most popular daytime shows ever produced but, as of
Wednesday, the programme has been axed.
Most people will probably be aware that ITV took the decision to cancel the show following the
death of a guest who had recently taken part in the programme. Following the announcement,
a committee of MPs launched an inquiry into whether enough support is offered to guests on
TV shows during and after filming. Other reality shows, such as Love Island, must now be
reflecting on their duty of care to contestants who take part in filming. After all, why should the
death of a guest on Jeremy Kyle be treated any differently to the deaths of two adults who
appeared on Love Island? All of them took their own life, seemingly unable to cope with the
aftermath of their exposure on television.
My particular interest in this story is in regard to the purpose of these shows and our reasons
for watching them. They are all identified as ‘entertainment’ programmes but far too often this
seems to be achieved by the public shaming or humiliation of their guests. It has also been
suggested that many of the ‘real life’ people who appeared on The Jeremy Kyle Show were
working class, suffered from addictions and had mental health problems. Some argue that
these people were simply too vulnerable to be exposed to a baying public in this manner and
do not have the capacity to make a judgement about their own participation in the shows. To
what extent was it right to take their (often complex) lives and put it on TV for the population
to judge and what does it say about us if our entertainment is provided by the hurt and conflict
occurring in the relationships of people we will never meet or know? I don’t have the answers
to either of those questions, I just know that I am not comfortable with the format of those
programmes and choose not to watch them because of that.
By axing The Jeremy Kyle Show, ITV appears to have admitted that the format is no longer
suitable for television and they did indeed fail in their duty of care to their guests. They now
have a massive gap in their daytime schedule to fill and I, for one, would love to see something
altogether kinder take its place.
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Autism Research and Development
Ms Micah Grimshaw, Head of Autism Research and Development
E: micah.grimshaw@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Last week we welcomed Mr Knowles from the National Autistic Society (NAS) to our school
as part of our commitment to the Autism Accreditation for schools. Mr Knowles visited the
morning assemblies and was wowed by the high level of engagement, the thoughtful and
articulate responses from students and the personalised support that staff provide.
This week has been an extremely busy one for me! On Tuesday and Wednesday I visited
another school that was going through their own NAS Accreditation assessment, but this time
I played the role of moderator offering advisory support to the assessor and making
recommendations for improving Autism provision.
On Thursday I was invited to speak at the Skills and Education Group 2019 conference where
I was able to share my personal journey into education and represent the hard working
students and staff at Abbot’s Lea School. I spoke of the shocking statistics that were published
by NAS in 2016, stating that only 16% of the autistic community are in paid employment. I
proudly talked about the types of talents that we have in school; our artists, speakers, writers,
researchers, mathematicians and many more. I was also pleased to share our dedication to
make positive change in society so that our students’ chances of leading happy and
meaningful lives post-school are higher than ever before.
Joining me on the panel was Dr Ann Limb CBE, Chief Executive of the Skills and Education
Group Paul Eeles and even Gogglebox’s Baasit Siddiqui!
I was also able to hear from Steve Besley, Head of Policy at Pearson and Paul Joyce HMI,
Deputy Director of Further Education and Skills at Ofsted. They both brought the conference
up to speed with what is happening and what to expect in the fast moving world of education
and future Ofsted inspections.
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School Business Support
Mrs Michelle Griffiths, Head of HR
E: michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

What a busy week it has been in school, we have had visits from the police and fire brigade,
a charity football match with football celebrities and an emergency fire evacuation! Well done
to all those who took part in the football match – hope there were not too many aches and
pains the next day!
This week we have confirmed 2 new Teaching Assistant in posts, Miss Horner will be joining
Italy Class and Miss Doyle will be joining Peru Class after half term. Welcome to you both, I
know you will love your new classes who can't wait to meet you.
We have been exploring opportunities to support Edge Hill University to develop the next
generation of CAMHS workers by hosting placements from their BSc (Hons) Child and
Adolescent Mental Health and Wellbeing course. Resource and support in the area of child
mental health is hard to come by and it is important for us to support future workers by gaining
valuable experience in a workplace in which they may be employed in the future. We aim to
host our first placements in the next academic year.
Finally, congratulations to Miss Gray who has achieved her Higher Level Teaching Assistant
status after a lot of hard work – well done!

Mr Andrew Cocklin, Head of Finance and Operations
E: andrew.cocklin@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

On Thursday we had a whole school fire drill. All the students behaved impeccably and were
a credit to both their class and themselves. The whole school was emptied within 90
seconds and all in an orderly fashion.
It’s reassuring to know that if we ever did need to evacuate the school, it would be done
quickly and with minimal fuss. Well done to all the students!
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Job Coach
Ms Claire Caddick, Job Coach
E: Claire.caddick@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

It has been such an action packed week with so much going on and so much to share. I never
normally bullet point but in this case I will have to!
 We have had a second visit to Aloft Hotels with supported interns who will start in
September
 Speke Hall and gardens met with myself to announce that they would like to take on
x3 interns for September
 I have met with staff from Myerscough College to look at ways we can develop a
working relationship.
 On Thursday it was our Primary Careers Day ' Our Heroes'. It was great for so many
professionals to turn up and talk to our primary children about their careers. It was an
action packed morning with Fire engines, Bee keepers, Paramedics and many more.
Mrs Walker, Mrs Abbott and Miss O'Neil deserve a medal for their running around on
the day and amazing organisation skills
 I visited Liverpool Cathedral with a student to look at a supported internship placement
for September
 I taught the Interns interview skills on Wednesday
 I ran one to one careers guidance meetings and also chaperoned some at the city of
Liverpool College too
 It has been confirmed that from September 2019 we will be running our own Fire
Cadets unit here at Abbot's Lea School. The fire cadets will be in on Monday speaking
to our students and consent forms will go home for those that would like to join.
Last but not least................
I received amazing news on Thursday that Saoirse Redmond our supported intern down at
Amey is a finalist for the Merseyside Woman of the Year Awards in the young person category!
As Saoirse she is a finalist, she will also be a nominee for the overall award of 'Woman of the
Year'. Voting open's for this award on Monday 20th May with the awards ceremony being on
June 28th. I will be hoping that we all spread the message far and wide once voting opens
and we get those votes in for Saoirse!

VOTE FOR SAOIRSE!!!
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FIRE CADETS - INFORMATION
Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’
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Nominee for Woman of the Year Award!!
Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’

VOTE FOR SAOIRSE!!!
To Vote - It will be on the website of Merseyside Woman of the Year Awards! When
voting opens we will add the Facebook and twitter links on our sites so people can
click on there too….
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FAB Update
Egg-cited!

JIM JAM JOG Event
Following the cancellation of the planned JIM JAM JOG event due to the weather,
we have now agreed the new date of
Friday 24 May 2019
The timings for the day are as follows:
Early Years and Key Stage One – 13:20-13:45 (due to swimming in the morning)
Key Stage Two – 09:30-10:45
Key Stage Three – 13:45-14:45
Key Stage Four – 11:00-11:30
Key Stage Five – 11:30 -12:00

Our 3rd Summer Fair is on Saturday, 29 June 2019
12:00-15:00
All students, families, friends and staff are warmly invited to the event so please save
the date!
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Poppy Appeal
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Key Stage News and Updates
Early Years and Key Stage 1
Key Stage Leader: Miss O’Neill
Maria.O’Neill@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Everyone in Ireland and Wales class really enjoyed our Curriculum Enrichment Day on
Thursday, celebrating Neurodiversity Week and learning about lots of different jobs.
Ireland Class
In Ireland Class we have been enjoying the beautiful weather and had our snack outside in
the sunshine. We have been planting flowers in our outdoors and making magic marks on the
ground using water and brushes. On Tuesday we went to the park and enjoyed the swings
and slide. Everyone did super listening to instructions and came back to the bus when our
time was up. On Thursday we had the best time learning all about different occupations, we
were so excited to try on the uniforms and to go inside all of the vehicles. On Friday we invited
our parents in to stay and play with us and we hope everyone had a super time! Have a lovely
weekend.
Wales Class
Wales class have had a fantastic week this week. We have read 'Back to Earth with a Bump'
and wrote our own postcards from space focusing on lots of describing words. We have been
practicing our high frequency words and took advantage of this beautiful weather by writing
on our outdoor chalk boards. We finished off our amazing rockets which are ready to go on
display at our festival of learning next week. They look incredible! On Thursday we really
enjoyed our careers curriculum enrichment day with visits from the police, the fire service, a
nurse and more! We had a ride in the police vans, the fire engine and even got bandaged up
by the nurse! It was such a fantastic day! We are all very excited for swimming next week.
Have a lovely weekend everyone.

Key Stage 2
Key Stage Leader: Mrs Lisa Walker
Lisa.Walker@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Italy Class
Italy class have had a busy week this week. We have been working hard finding out about our
solar system and making our own using pictures of each planet. In English we have read the
books Bob the Man on the Moon and Aliens Love Underpants. We answered 'wh' questions
about each story and completed an activity. In Maths we have continued looking at number
and finding out the value using hundreds, tens and ones. On Thursday we joined in with the
Primary Curriculum Enrichment Day which involved completing a carousel of activities and
meeting local heroes in our community. All the pupils had great fun and had the opportunity to
find out about the job role of each of our local heroes. Well done to Imogen, our pupil of the
week!
Spain Class
The students in Spain class have had a fabulous week. They have enjoyed learning about the
astronauts Tim Peake and Sally Kristen Ride, reading the time, participating in dance lessons
and baking short bread biscuits in food technology. The students had a lovely trip to
Calderstones Park on Wednesday afternoon. They all enjoyed chatting over an ice cream and
spending time on the play park. The class team were extremely proud of all the boys for their
fantastic behaviour when at the cafe and for being kind and considerate towards others when
taking turns with the equipment in the park.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Canada Class
This week Canada class have chocolate chip planets food tech. We have been learning all
about the solar system and recreated it ourselves. Canada worked hard writing some
mnemonic poems all about space. We enjoyed our curriculum enrichment day meeting 'our
heroes' and it helped us to think about their jobs and how important they are. Canada have
started learning about the zones of regulation to help us control our emotions. We finished the
week with a swimming lesson. Great week.
Portugal Class
This week in Class Portugal, we have been very creative! We have created some great
pieces of art work ready to show our families at the Festival of Learning! We used papiermâché to recreate our solar system, then we painted them. We had to work really hard to try
and use the right colours. We also designed our own planets, thinking of a name for it and
deciding what materials we can use to create mountains and water! We also used ‘junk’ to
make our own rockets that we designed last week. A very messy, but creative week full of
learning! We look forward to welcoming families to our Festival of Learning next week!
USA Class
Class USA enjoyed their last swimming of this term - they have had an amazing time and have
each made fabulous progress! We also enjoyed our Careers event on Wednesday and reading
both Alien Nation and Bob The Man on the Moon using pronouns and adjectives to describe
the characters! Well done Class USA, Mrs Walker 😊.
France Class
France class this week have enjoyed carrying on learning about our heroes and looking more
in-depth about Neil Armstrong learning about his life. We have been reading the story Man on
the Moon (a day in the life of Bob) and writing character description for Bob. We have carried
on looking at multiplication in maths. We also had one final Chinese dance lesson this week.
All the children enjoyed the curriculum enrichment day meeting Cabin Crew, Royal Navy,
Nurse, RNLI Education Volunteer, Police, STEM Mechanic Jaguar Land Rover, Fire Brigade,
Bee Keeper, Scout Leader, Animal Rescue and Park Palace Ponies.
Brazil Class
What a great week of hard work we have had.
Following on from Miss Boyle's lessons on the "world of work" we have been honing our money
maths' skills- using coins to solve problems and calculators when the numbers get bigger! In
English we wrote creative stories about our imaginary planets; practicing our extended
sentences, variety of punctuation and editing skills. We found out about Neil Armstrong and
his life; researching him and writing a biography. Thursday was such a busy day with the
amazing opportunity to meet people who have many different jobs. They all volunteered to
come to our school to get us thinking about our futures and the endless possibilities that are
out there. We had a great time meeting the visitors and asking questions. The message from
them all was "Anything is possible if you want it enough"... so reach for the stars Class Brazilyou are fab!
Peru Class
Peru Class have had a fantastic week! We really enjoyed learning about Neil Armstrong
landing on the moon, imagining what it must have felt like. In our RE lesson this week, we
have been learning all about Ramadan and thinking about ‘good deeds’. On Thursday we had
an amazing ‘Careers’ day, the children enjoyed lots of special visitors, including Police
Officers, Firefighters and the Navy to name just a few. We finished our day, playing golf and
enjoying some wonderful birthday cake. Keep up the hard work Peru!
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 3
Key Stage Leader: Mr Mason
Ryan.Mason@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
A great week in KS3 this week with lots of exciting activities taking place as part of the ‘Our
Heroes’ theme!
Some of the students also participated in some extra swimming lessons, whilst our football
team performed admirably in their penultimate tournament of the year.
I would also like to say a huge thank you to all staff, students and their families for your support
and participation in the charity football match on Wednesday. It was a fantastic event and a
great opportunity to raise money for our students! The planning for next year is already under
way!
Madagascar Class
This week in Madagascar, we learnt about Roman numerals in Mathematics. On Wednesday
some students enjoyed going to see Abbot’s Lea School play a charity football match, it was
a fantastic evening! Well done to all!
In Design Technology, we are looking at concepts of reinforcement and different inventors.
We are working towards designing our own structures and carrying out various experiments
around this subject.
Hope you have a good weekend!
Mozambique Class
It has been a lovely warm week and we have been enjoying the sunshine on the field in PE
playing cricket with Seychelles. We have learnt excellent batting and fielding skills. We loved
our trip to the Recycling Centre (MRF) where we learnt about which items we could and could
not recycle. We loved looking at the machines and especially zooming in on the operatives
with the special cameras.
In Literacy we have been looking at poems by Michael Rosen and loved the 'Chocolate Cake'
poem. We have completed a poem review and each chose our favourite. We also got to eat
lovely cake as it was Kai's birthday. In Maths we have carried on with time and some of us
have been looking at reasoning. The pupils have been giving their own presentations this
week on a variety of subjects and we have learnt about different types of Art, slime, cats,
Fortnite, makeup, Tummy Stuffers and a pupil’s pet dog. They have all been delivered with
confidence and there has been an excellent team spirit in class where pupils
have encouraged and helped each other in the delivery of their presentations.
In History we have learnt about Quarry Bank Mill and how the inventions in the factory were
part of the industrial revolution. In Science we have carried on work about refraction and
reflection and had fun using mirrors and a periscope. In Life skills we have looked at positive
and negative attributes of personal relationships.
Malawi Class
In Food Tech on Tuesday, we made a strawberry cheesecake and a banoffee-pie. Both
recipes required crushed biscuits and a creamy topping, the layer of caramel in between the
two meant the banoffee pie whipped the cheesecake which crumbled in the race for favourite.
We have been learning about pollination in Science and pieced together the life-cycle of a
plant and for English we did some more work on apostrophes and read a new Shakespeare
story; A Midsummer Night's Dream. Despite the hilarity caused by some of the names being
bottom of the barrel, the whole class very much enjoyed hearing a Shakespearean comedy.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Kenya Class
This week in Kenya class we have continued to look at the works of Shakespeare, in keeping
with Our Heroes theme. Students have been looking at Romeo and Juliet in English, The
Tempest in Music and Elizabeth the first in Art and History.
Students also enjoyed a visit to a recycling centre were they investigated what happens to
rubbish once it is thrown away, this was thoroughly enjoyed and students also got a chance
to dress up as a recycle centre worker if they wished. We have also had a visit in from the
local Police and our students were given a chance to explore a Police van and dress up in a
Police officers’ uniform.
Seychelles Class
This week in Seychelles we have been looking at magnets in science and the strengths of
different magnets. In English we wrote a news article on a scientist who has influenced or
been influenced by electricity. We made our own choice, writing about their lives; where they
grew up and what they discovered. In maths we have focused on measurements looking at
ml and litres. In PE we played kwik cricket we all joined in and took turns to bat it was a lot of
fun. This week in Seychelles we have been lucky enough to go out twice. On Thursday we
went to Calderstones Park and we played team building games to help build positive
relationship within the class. The students really enjoyed seeing the different wildlife in the
park. On Friday we visited a recycling centre were we looked at the process our rubbish goes
through once it leaves our bins. There were a lot of complicated machines separating the
materials and squashing them into bales ready to go to the next stage. The star of the week
in our class is Luke well done for all your hard work.
Cape Verde Class
Cape Verde thoroughly enjoyed Food Technology preparing German 'Wursts' - basically a big
hot dog. Not surprisingly they went down well with more adventurous pupils having a generous
splodge of Sauerkraut to accompany it. Science has seen us investigating refraction using
prisms with some surprised pupils realizing that light can be 'bent'.
PE saw us enjoying the sunshine for athletics with Botswana, and the 50m sprint.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 4
Key Stage Leader: Miss Dallas
Katie.Dallas@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Christmas Island Class
It’s been an amazing week for Christmas Island, including going home early on Monday
because of the Liverpool Parade and being sensible during the practice fire alarm.
In English, we learned more about Romeo and Juliet, we wrote a diary entry when Juliet was
about to marry someone else and learned about Queen Mab and designed our view of her.
In Maths, we started to learn Line Graphs and putting data into worksheets. We will be learning
more about this next week.
In History, we learned even more about Martin Luther King Junior, we wrote some facts about
him based on the lessons we learned. We also started to learn about Nelson Mandela and we
answered a comprehension worksheet on him.
In Art, we started to paint our trophies, some students have even finished painting theirs. The
trophies we designed will go to the Festival of Learning next week for students, staff and
parents to see.
A massive congratulations to the Abbot’s Lea football team for playing in the charity football
match, we raised over £1,000!
Pupil of the week this week was Lewis, well done Lewis!
Newsletter written by Ant Shinks and Dan Hurst.
Samoa Class
Another busy week in Samoa, we have really enjoyed learning and analysing Romeo and
Juliet. On Tuesday, we had a visit from a Shakespeare workshop and really learnt how to get
into the characters from the play and reflect their personalities in our acting. We were all very
tense as the week progressed, keen to see how the play would end! We are going to complete
our Romeo and Juliet work next week by writing alternative endings and writing a book review.
All pupils have really engaged with Shakespearean language and tried their best!
In maths, we have built upon our knowledge of factors and multiples using numicon to visually
support us. We've completed times-tables tests and learnt how to recall multiplication facts
quickly. We enjoyed the nice weather by doing social communication lessons outdoors, and
Callum from PNG got some valuable work experience coaching us in PE to practise our
football skills. Thank you Callum! We designed our own hero's using qualities of role models
and learnt to recognise that even superheroes have some flaws.
The girls had a talk from the Brook Clinic on Thursday, and some pupils were chosen to take
part in some neurodiversity research with Edge Hill. We played some science games and
completed some arts and crafts! In science we learnt about climate change, and in horticulture
we focussed on identifying hazard symbols. Congrats to Nathan our pupils of the week!
Australia Class
Another busy week in class Australia. On Tuesday we welcomed back Jo who works for a
local Shakespeare company. Jo delivered a Romeo & Juliet workshop/drama session for the
whole of KS4, which the pupils thoroughly enjoyed. On Thursday the students made delicious
‘zinger’ chicken breasts in food technology. They enjoyed them so much that some have
requested the recipe to take home! In preparation for next week’s exams, we have taken part
in some practice papers. We wish all the students ‘good luck’ for next week!
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Key Stage News and Updates
Papua New Guinea Class
This week PNG have been busy preparing our life skills coursework ready for submission and
also getting some last minute exam preparation in. Good luck to all our KS4 students sitting
exams next week.
Away from exams we have been studying the war poetry of Wilfred Owen as part of the 'Our
Heroes' topic and looking at 3-d geometric shapes in maths. We also continue to do a roaring
trade in our weekly cafe.

Key Stage 5
Key Stage Leader: Mr Davenport
Paul.davenport@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Tasmania Class
What a fantastic sunny week we have had this week. We have been doing lots of preparation
work this week to get ready for our exams next week. This has included doing maths practice
papers and English papers. We have found that the students have improved at doing the
papers as the week has gone on. WELL DONE!
During Food Technology this week, we have made an omelette with a selection of vegetables
and ham. By making this we have practised our cutting techniques and how to crack an egg
and put it into the bowel. Some of the students found it quite hard to crack an egg and quite a
bit of it ended up on the floor or on the worktop, so this is something that we may have to
practise more.
On Wednesday some of our students went to the gym and two other students went to Dutch
Farm. At Dutch Farm, the students have learnt how to sow seeds today and planted different
seeds. We have also been maintaining our beds by weeding them.
Fiji Class
This week, our Fiji chefs created scrumptious brownies. Some of them overflowed and
Brownie Bread was created! All of the Fiji Chefs worked great, accurately measuring and
weighing the ingredients and following the recipes step by step. A special mention goes to
Sam Smith who won the Chef of the Week award for following the recipe independently! Well
done!!
We've been working really hard practicing for our Maths and English assessments this week.
Exam week starts on Monday 20th May. After trying some practice papers we have realised
that they aren't too difficult and we can complete them successfully!
On Tuesday and Wednesday afternoons, we took advantage of the lovely weather and
practiced our independent travelling skills. We walked in small groups to Reynold's Park where
we met up and some of us enjoyed a game of hide and seek while others watched and enjoyed
the sunshine.
On Thursday we had our weekly trip to the gym. We are getting more and more confident at
using the public bus and we all now know the route we take and an alternative route too!
A special mention goes to Sam Smith who is our pupil of the week. Sam had his first college
transition day on Thursday and it went really well! Well done Sam!!
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New Zealand Class
This week we have been preparing for our English and Maths assessments which start on
Monday. We have also been looking at algebra and how to factorise equations. In English we
have been continuing reading the Midnight Gang and students wrote a newspaper article
based on Nelly being sent into the sky attached to a load of balloons!
Our New Zealand Chefs were embracing desserts this week and learnt how to make cookies!
Delicious! Well done to Mrs Roberts and her Chef school! We have looked into the positive
and negatives of the media and how it affects our minds and bodies.
Another of our students took part in work experience at a Nursery in Wavertree this week and
is looking to extend his placement over the next few weeks to 3 days a week, well done to
him!
On Friday our students went to Reynold's Park to plant our wildflower seedlings! Well done
again to the students and to Becky for organising this.
Odd facts of the week
1) There are 923 words in the English language that break the “I before E” rule. Only 44 words
actually follow that rule.
2) A lion's roar can be heard from five miles away.
3) A woman once jumped from the 86th floor of the Empire State Building but only fell one
storey before a freak gust of wind swept her onto a ledge. She was rescued shortly after.
4) The Netherlands is the only country with a national dog. It's a Dutch Keeshond.
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Week 31 in pictures
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Week 31 in pictures
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Week 31 in pictures
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Week 31 in pictures

Page 22 of 29

Week 31 in pictures
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Week 31 in pictures
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Abbot’s Lea School vs LFC Foundation
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Students of the week – Week 31
EYFS and Key Stage One
Ireland

Ansel Bhusal

Wales

Tyler Wilson
Key Stage Two

Peru

Abbie Newman

Portugal

Stephen Cassidy

USA

Marcus Karran

Brazil

Leighton McCall

France

Jack Thompson

Canada

Jacob Walsh

Spain

Jaime Clements

Italy

Imogen Johannessen
Key Stage Three

Madagascar

Jack Evans

Seychelles

Luke Hawkhead-Parry

Cape Verde

Githan Karthikeyanathan

Botswana

Leon Lynes

Mozambique

Lewis Byrne

Malawi

Charlie Gilvary

Kenya

Nathaniel Brady
Key Stage Four

Australia

James Edmonds

Papua New Guinea

Luke Rigby

Samoa

Nathan Green

Christmas Island

Lewis Stafford-Wells
Key Stage Five

New Zealand

Chantelle Nicklin-Harvey

Tasmania

Huw Corry

Fiji

Sam Smith
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Key Diary Dates
Our academic year 2018-19 term dates are available on our website:
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/ALS-Term-Dates-201819.pdf

Please note planned early finishes and closure dates, as known at present:
TERM 5:
Bank holiday:
Monday, 6 May 2019 – Early Bank Holiday Monday
May Holiday: Monday 27 May 2019 to Friday 31 May 2019
TERM 6:
Staff training day: Friday 12 July 2019 – school closed to students
Staff training day: Monday 22 July – Wednesday 24 July 2019 – school closed to
students
Summer Holiday: Thursday 25 July 2019
Bank holidays:
Monday 26 August 2019 – August Bank Holiday

Key Diary Dates for the remainder of the year can be found on our website,
under the EVENTS tab:
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/event

Next academic year, 2019-20 is also now planned, with the specific term dates
available for you to view on our website:
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/2019-20-termdates.pdf
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Head’s Weekly Newsletter

TERM 5 - 23 Days
WEEK
NUMBER
32

W/C

Date

Event

 Term 5 – Festival of Learning
 Seeing is Believing for Governors
Tue
21.5
 Term 5 – Festival of Learning
 Seeing is Believing for Governors
Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
 14:30-16:00 Primary History Subject Leaders Network – School
Improvement
 14:00-16:00 Primary Leading Your Curriculum Senior Leadership Forum
at Toxteth Annexe – Lisa Walker and Maria O’Neill attending
 Staff Twilight - Sensory Processing Disorder (Part 1 of 2) – Clare Ewart
Wed
22.5
 Term 5 – Festival of Learning
 Seeing is Believing for Governors
Thur
23.5
 Term 5 – Festival of Learning
 Seeing is Believing for Governors
Fri
24.5
 Term 5 – Festival of Learning
 Seeing is Believing for Governors
Fri
24.5.19
 Departmental Assemblies
 JIM JAM JOG Event
9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department
10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department
 9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning
 END OF TERM 5@15:15
Mon 20.5.19

Comment

20.5.19

MAY HOLIDAY: Monday, 27 May 2019 – Friday, 31 May 2019

Assemblies and Coffee Morning
are open to families. Parking is
available on site on a “first-comefirst-served basis” only. No
photography permitted.
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