Head’s Weekly Newsletter
Issue 32, 24 May 2019

Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Dear Students, Families, Colleagues and Friends
Welcome to the last issue of the Head’s Weekly Newsletter of this (very) short term!
I want to congratulate all students on their achievements to-date and thank the staff for their
excellent work across the school. It has been a short but very impactful term and we show no
sign of slowing down as we head towards the end of this academic year.
That said, this is only partially true; many of our students in the Secondary Department are
indeed slowing down – the work towards exams is all done and a number of externally
accredited tests and exams are under way.
Similarly, many of the seniors planning on moving on – to employment, training or further
education – are also beginning to prepare for saying goodbye. Any leaver – from Year 11
onwards is entitled to finish school on the last Friday of June and we know that some will opt
for that options. For those remaining, a more relaxed pace of work awaits, with the focus on
preparing for transition.
Speaking of transition, we will trial a very different approach this year. Instead of just the one
day, imposed centrally by the Liverpool City Council, we will do so much more for our students,
families and for the staff, to get everyone ready for September.
We will close the school on Friday, 12 July for a staff training day. That day will be used for
staff to familiarise themselves with the profiles of the students in their class next year. It will
also allow us to re-allocate classroom spaces and make them ready for the following Monday.
The last week of next term will be the Transition Week.
The students – existing, and where possible, new to the school – will join their next year’s
classes for the first time. This will allow them to get to know each other and feel more at ease
about the new beginning in September 2019. It will also test our assumptions about the
compatibility of the learning groups created and the staff deployment choices we make. As a
result, we will still have a chance to swap and change and adjust to make sure that, as much
as possible, we have really great set up for the next academic year. Exciting!!!
And, with all that excitement, it is only right and proper that we rest ahead of the last leg of the
year’s journey. I wish you all a very good break next week and I look forward to seeing you all
on Monday, 3 June 2019 for the start of Term 6!
Kind regards

Mrs A. Hildrey
Headteacher

ACADEMIC YEAR 2019-20 CHANGE OF INSET DATES

I write to inform you that due to the specific School
Development Plan priorities and the availability of
the essential staff training, we need to change the
term dates for the next academic year.
We will move two INSET days to the start of the
year, resulting in students returning to school on
Thursday, 5 September 2019.
We apologies for any inconvenience this may cause
but we know you will support us with ensuring that
all staff are fully equipped to support all students
from day 1 of the school year.
Please find the new term dates:
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Term 1
Staff training day:
students

Monday 2 September 2019 – school closed to
Tuesday 3 September 2019 – school closed to

students
Wednesday 4 September 2019 – school closed to
students
Students return:

Thursday, 5 September 2019

Term ends on:

Friday 25 October 2019

October Holiday:

Monday 28 October 2017 to Friday 1 November 2019

Term 2
Term starts on:

Monday 4 November 2019

Term ends on:

Friday 20 December 2019 - finishing at 1:30pm

Christmas Holiday:

Monday 23 December 2019 to Friday 3 January 2020

Term 3
Students arrive on:

Monday 6 January 2020

Term ends on:

Friday 14 February 2020

February Holiday:

Monday 17 February 2020 to Friday 21 February 2020

Term 4
Term starts on:

Monday 24 February 2020

Term ends on:

Friday 3 April 2020 – finishing at 1:30pm

Spring Holiday:

Monday 6 April 2020 to Friday 17 April 2020

Bank holidays:

Friday, 10 April 2020 – Good Friday
Monday, 13 April 2020 – Easter Monday

Term 5
Students arrive on:

Monday, 20 April 2020

Bank holiday:

4 May 2020 – Early Bank Holiday Monday

Term ends on:

Friday 22 May 2020
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May Holiday:
2020

Monday 25 May 2020 (Bank Holiday) to Friday 29 May

Term 6
Term starts on:

Monday 1 June 2020

Official leaving date:

Friday 26 June 2019*

Staff Transition INSET:

Friday 10 July 2020 – school closed to students

Transition Week:

Monday 13 July-Friday 17 July 2020**

Students’ last day:

Friday 17 July 2020 – finishing at 1:30pm

Staff training day:

Monday 20 July – school closed to students

Term ends on:

Monday 20 July 2020

*Friday 26 June 2020 is an official leaving date for the students in Year 11 as
well as those in Key Stage Five who are finishing their education at ALS that
summer.

** Transition Week is a period of time during which the students will be taught
in their next year’s classes – this is to support smooth transition into ALS, into
a new Department, Key Stage or a new class.
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Governing Body News
Social Media
Alicea Challenge
Thompson ‘Momo’
Students’ Progress Governor
I am originally from Ireland. I came to Liverpool 23 years ago to study at University and fell in
love with both the city and a native who I subsequently married. I have two children, my eldest
Niámh attends a local secondary school and my youngest Conor is a student at Abbot’s Lea
School.
I work part time in the Civil Service in the Benefits and Credits sector.
In my (rare) free time, I enjoy shopping, writing comedy, crosswords/sudoku and I am an avid
reader.
I also collect perfume - at the last count I had 168 bottles!
I have a great interest in the educational, social and emotional development of children on the
autistic spectrum. I am passionate about spreading awareness of invisible disabilities and
promoting diversity and inclusion.
I am proud of Abbot’s Lea School and the excellent opportunities it offers our children. I feel
privileged contributing to the governance and continued development of the school as a
Centre of Excellence in Specialist Education.
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Deputy Headteacher
Mr McVerry, Deputy Headteacher
E: anthony.mcverry@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

The last five weeks has flown by and so much has taken place in school. Personally I can't
believe how fast this year has gone and that we are coming to towards the end of this
academic year. This week our Key Stage 4 and Key Stage 5 students have been undertaking
their accredited learning through Open Awards. It has been a really smooth week and that is
something that we wanted for our students. We moved away from solely GCSE qualifications
to equivalent ones, such as Functional Skills, were we can book tests for our students when
they are ready and not be held to the examination season that takes place each year. I want
to congratulate the students on their hard work this week and for taking it in their stride.
We had our Festival of Learning this week, it was great to see parents from across the school
looking at the work on display and also meeting with staff in both departments. Thank you for
taking the time to come in and see what your children have been learning about. It was also
great to see everyone donning their pyjamas for our Jim Jam Jog today and again to see so
many parents on site. Thank you for all of your donations and also thank you to the entire FAB
team for your organisation.
I also want to take time in this article to thank all of the staff in school for the last five weeks,
my first as the Deputy Head teacher of the school. For me it has been a great five weeks and
that is due to your support and guidance. I also want to thank you for the support that you
have given the students, I know that you do this day in day out, but I want to recognise how
much you do each day for all of the students in your care. Thank you!
Our students, you have been exceptional this term and it has been a pleasure to see you all
grow and the work that you have completed on display. I have enjoyed delivering both
assemblies and getting to know our younger students.
Lots going on this week with, EYFS/KS1 going swimming, trips to the recycling centre for Key
Stage 2/3, please do read each of the Key Stage updates.
Finally I want to say good luck to Miss Sell, who leaves us today to have her baby in the
coming weeks, you will be missed, but enjoy the rest (there is none) and the experience of
being a parent, there is no better feeling.
Have a wonderful break everyone.
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Care and Safeguarding
Ms Alison Twomey, Head of Care and Safeguarding
E: Alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

What an incredible term this has been. Every week I’m amazed by the amount of activities our
awesome class teams manage to squeeze into every single day. I love to stand in my window
at the end of the day and watch the beaming faces of the students as they get on to their bus.
You can see the absolute joy in their eyes from having spent the last 6 hours learning, playing
and developing their life skills. We finish today with the rescheduled Jim Jam Jog and I’m sure
it will be another great success and a wonderful way to end the term. After that, I think we will
all collapse into a very well earned break.
With Term 6, we enter our transition period where we prepare our students for their next year
with us. Planning for a smooth transition is really important and this year we have changed
the programme to allow for a whole week of transition activities. Firstly, this year’s class teams
will ensure all information about the student (academic, pastoral and therapeutic) is passed
on to the new class. It is essential that new members of staff are familiar with each individual
student’s needs, what assessments they have had and what programmes of therapeutic
support they need to follow. Families will be given plenty of opportunity to meet with the new
class team and reassure yourselves that the new class teams are fully up to date with your
child’s daily needs. Students will have the opportunity to spend a whole week in their new
classes, getting to know their class team and making friends with their new classmates. This
transition week will allow class teams to ‘fine tune’ arrangements and make any last minute
adjustments in time for September.
With only 37 days of learning left when we return, all classes will be making a final push for
progress this year. I’m sure that the final term will fly by in a mixture of class based learning,
off-site visits and transition activities. There is also the Summer Fair on Saturday 29th June
from 12pm – 3pm. This is one of the highlights of the year so please make a note of the date
in your diaries.
I wish you all a relaxing half term holiday.
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Autism Research and Development
Ms Micah Grimshaw, Head of Autism Research and Development
E: micah.grimshaw@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

On Monday I was joined by school parent Mrs Drost and school Governor Mrs Walsh to
facilitate the weekly lunchtime Girls’ Club. In the primary group we created Mood Boards were
the girls could share things that they enjoy and that are important to them. I want to thank both
Mrs Drost and Mrs Walsh with their involvement, support and guidance with this whole school
initiative. I know they are equally as passionate about improving the provision for girls at
Abbot’s Lea School, and of course in wider society.
I recently received some free samples of a Melo Labs dental product that was successfully
trialled at other schools, particularly with children that have sensory issues and struggle with
teeth brushing. The company has since partnered with the National Autistic Society and has
also began working with other organisations such as Sensory Play Box and Chewigem. Here
is a picture of Jay Jay in class Peru giving the finger toothbrush a try!

If your child does struggle with teeth brushing, this may be something you are interested in.
The extremely soft larger bristles make it much more comfortable and soothing to use allowing
you to explore your mouth with your own finger rather than a conventional toothbrush.
A 15% discount code has been provided to us to share with families (FIRST15OFF) and you
can find out more information at www.melolabs.co.uk
Next week I will be delivering training alongside our Head of Care and Safeguarding to LCC
transport staff, who support many children across Liverpool.
I hope you all have a great half term!
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School Business Support
Mrs Michelle Griffiths, Head of HR
E: michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

The end of term has come around very quickly this term, and what a busy term it has been! I
have loved seeing our students work displayed for Festival of Learning this week.
This week I attended the Liverpool School Business Managers Conference which was very
useful and covered a diverse range of subjects from free school meals to employee wellbeing
and mindfulness. It was great to catch up with other schools and learn from each other and
thanks to School Improvement Liverpool staff for answering all my questions!
This week we have hosted our Occupational Therapist Clare Ewart who has delivered the first
of 2 twilight training sessions for staff on Sensory Processing Disorder. The training will
invaluable in equipping our staff with tools to support our students.
The UK has recently had Sun Awareness Week which is a wellbeing event organised by the
British Association of Dermatologists and aims to provide the public with information on both
skin cancer prevention and detection.
We all need exposure to the sun. When we do so, our bodies make vitamin D, which helps
the body absorb calcium for stronger, healthier bones. There are also many positive effects
that sun exposure can have on our mental health, as it can alleviate the symptoms of
depression, as well as simply boosting our overall mood.
However, it is well known that too much exposure to the sun can cause lasting damage to our
skin. Below, we have listed five sun protection tips to help you and your family stay safe in the
sunshine this summer:










Sunscreen - The most common and easily accessible method to prevent sun damage to
your skin is sunscreen. Make sure that you purchase a good quality sunscreen that
protects you from both UVA and UVB radiation, and has a minimum SPF of 30. If you
know you will be encountering water, ensure that your sunscreen is water resistant.
Apply it properly - You should make sure that you apply the sunscreen at least 30
minutes before you go outside. This will allow your skin to fully absorb the lotion.
Reapply sunscreen to your exposed skin every two hours.
Sunglasses - Research has found that 5-10% of skin cancers occur on the eyelid. When
buying sunglasses, look out for indicators of high quality and safe glasses such as the
'CE Mark', UV 400 label, or ‘100% UV protection’ written on the label or sticker.
Correct clothing - Darker clothes with tightly woven fabric will give you more protection
from the sun. Look for clothing with an Ultraviolet Protection Factor (UPF) on the label. A
UPF of 40 or higher means that your clothes will absorb or reflect at least 97% of UV
light.
Hydration - Being dehydrated may not be as visible as sunburn, but it can be just as
dangerous. If you are exposed to a hot climate, you are at a greater risk of becoming
dehydrated and developing heat stroke. Avoid this by drinking at least 2 litres of water a
day and try not to consume alcohol or caffeine.

By following our tips above, you will be safe in the knowledge that you are doing your best in
protecting yourself and your family from harmful amounts of UVA and UVB radiation.
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Remember, sun damage is cumulative - it builds up over time, particularly if you’ve had
multiple severe sunburns. Damaging your skin now can possibly lead to health risks later in
life.
Keeping my fingers crossed for good weather for Jim Jam Jog on Friday. Good luck
everyone!

Mr Andrew Cocklin, Head of Finance and Operations
E: andrew.cocklin@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

We had the second of our two May elections this week, and the whole day went well. The
school stayed open rather than closing like in previous years, and the behaviour of
the students was impeccable as always. There was no impact at all to the normal school
day, and staff undertook a front of house role to ensure that no visitors went to the
wrong building and that the school site was kept safe.
All in all a really good day and a huge thank you to all the staff who undertook the front of
house roles, and this time we had lovely weather.
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Job Coach
Ms Claire Caddick, Job Coach
E: Claire.caddick@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

This week kicked off in style with the fire cadets arriving first thing on Monday to tour the school
in a recruitment drive for the Abbot's Lea fire cadet unit. Our fire cadet instructors Dianne and
Dunny visited the classrooms with their picture board, fire uniforms and oxygen tank and spoke
about the types of activities we would complete in fire cadets and all the new skills we would
learn.
The students were impressed that we will get our own real fire engine that we will be trained
to work on and we will all have a fire cadet uniform. I have asked all consent forms to be
returned before next term so we can select the cadets and have them sized for their uniforms
and inducted before the new academic year in September. If any parents or carers would like
to volunteer to help during the weekly fire cadet session please contact me for more details.
We received some good news this week, Abbot's Lea School has been successful in the phase
2 roll out of Careers Hubs.
Last year, the Careers & Enterprise Company launched the first 20 Careers Hubs across
England. Each Hub brings together a group of up to 40 schools and colleges to improve
careers support for young people in their area. Schools and colleges in this first wave of
Careers Hubs are already out performing the national average across all aspects of careers
education.
Careers Hubs bring together schools and colleges with employers, universities, training
providers and career professionals to improve outcomes for young people, through a
relentless focus on best practice. Schools and colleges will have access to support and
funding, including an expert Hub Lead to help coordinate activity and build networks, a central
fund to support employer engagement activities, and training for a Careers Leader in each
school and college. In light of all this, I have spent time with the assistance of the Key stage
Leaders in reviewing our careers curriculum and mapping it against the Governments Gatsby
benchmarks.
I have spent some time preparing a student for a job interview this week and accompanying
her to the interview on Friday also. Job interviews can cause extreme anxiety and worry but
she took it all in her stride. Personally I am a fan of job trials and working interviews as it allows
those of us who may not perform well under pressure to be given the chance to demonstrate
our skill and ability. Inclusive recruitment is something I am advising employers on who we
partner with for supported internships.
If anybody needs to discuss the destinations of their child/children for the next academic year
specifically if interested in supported internships, I will be working during half term so please
contact me on; claire.caddick@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Page 11 of 34

FIRE CADETS - INFORMATION
Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’
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Nominee for Woman of the Year Award!!
Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’

VOTE FOR SAOIRSE!!!
To Vote - It will be on the website of Merseyside Woman of the Year Awards! When
voting opens we will add the Facebook and twitter links on our sites so people can
click on there too….
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F A B NEWS
Egg-cited!

Our 3rd Summer Fair is on Saturday, 29 June 2019
12:00-15:00
All students, families, friends and staff are warmly invited to the event so
please save the date!

h

Page 14 of 34

Noticeboard
Egg-cited!
ABBOT’S LEA RADIO – PODCAST
For the last couple of weeks, students and staff have been working hard
on the very first Abbot’s Lea Radio show! As well as getting a taste of
the broadcasting world, it’s a great way for our students to let their
creative side shine and express themselves.
To listen, just search for Abbot’s Lea Radio on the Soundcloud website,
or click the link below. Episode 2 coming soon!
https://soundcloud.com/user-600783600
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Noticeboard – School Uniform
Egg-cited!

Page 16 of 34

Poppy Appeal
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Key Stage News and Updates
Early Years and Key Stage 1
Key Stage Leader: Miss O’Neill
Maria.O’Neill@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Ireland Class
We are so proud of everyone's hard work this term! We really enjoyed our Space topic and
want to thank all of our parents for coming to see our wonderful work in the Festival of
Learning.
In Ireland class we started our swimming lessons this week with Wales class. Everyone has
been fantastic in and out of the water. The swimming instructors are very impressed with
everyone's abilities and how they have followed instructions and kept safe in the water. Our
class caterpillars have gone into their cocoons now so we have been reading 'The Very Hungry
Caterpillar' and we enjoyed using the props to re tell the story and put all of the yummy food
in order.

Have a fab half term!!
Wales Class
Wales class have turned into little fish this week and have thoroughly enjoyed our first week
of swimming lessons. The pupils have all behaved so well and have developed their skills
already. We have also been learning to spell the days of the week and practicing our skills in
the kitchen by making cheesy pastry stars. We are still waiting patiently for our butterflies to
emerge from their cocoons. Watch this space! Have a lovely weekend everybody.

Key Stage 2
Key Stage Leader: Mrs Lisa Walker
Lisa.Walker@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Italy Class
On Monday Italy class shared their news with their friends and talked about photographs of
their weekend. In Maths we started learning about estimation. The pupils used their knowledge
of numbers to make an accurate guess. It was great fun!. In Science we found out about the
inventor Chester Greenwood. He invented ear muffs to keep his ears warm while he was ice
skating. On Tuesday in English we read the story 'The Cold Planet' and answered questions
about what happened. On Wednesday in Lifeskills we talked about people who help us and
completed a sensory circuit activity. In the afternoon we used the laptops to log onto Purple
Mash to create our own Planet Profile. On Thursday we played our money maths shop game.
Spain Class
The students in Spain class have had another action packed week. They all enjoyed
participating in a "Space Science" afternoon where they had the opportunity to propel rockets
into the air, make alien slime and observe the changes in lava lamps when mixing liquids.
Additionally, the students have decorated their shortbread biscuits using icing sugar and
sprinkles, before tasting their delicious treats. Finally, the students all enjoyed their PSHE trip
to Garston Park and were very mature when taking turns and sharing the equipment with their
peers. Well done everyone for an excellent half term. We hope that you enjoy your half term
break!
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Key Stage News and Updates
Canada Class
This week Canada class have been learning about the women who helped get us to space
from the book 'Hidden figures'. We have baked some jam tarts in food technology. Canada
class listened to different space music and looked at the composer Gustav Holt in Music and
created a space performance as part of a drama lesson. The students really enjoyed getting
into character as astronauts. We looked in more detail this week at astronauts and how they
adapt to life in space. We enjoyed about this from Tim Peake's video. Great effort in the Jim
Jam Jog Today. Well done for a great term and have a nice week off.
Portugal Class
It has been a very busy and exciting term in Portugal Class! We have completed our swimming
lessons, taken part in a big trip to Manchester and learnt lots of exciting things about Space.
We created some amazing biographies on Neil Armstrong and made our own rockets in DT.
We have finished off the term with a very positive Festival of Learning and a very fun time at
the Jim Jam Jog!
Portugal Class would like to thank all our children's families for their continued support this
term - have a great week off!
USA Class
The students have had a fantastic week this week testing air resistance. We are looking
forward to completing our parachute test after half term.
Have a great half term everyone! Mrs Walker 
Brazil Class
What a great week we have had to finish off Our Heroes theme.
We found out about the Buddhist festival of Vesak; celebrated in different ways around the
world to remember the birthday of the Buddha.
We have written amazing Space poems using metaphors to make them really creative- some
great ideas and lovely writing.
It was "BLAST OFF" time out on the field as we tested our hand-made rockets with a stomp
launcher- lots of energy needed to make them go far and lots of energy needed to run and
catch them! Great training for our Jim Jam Jog 🏃😊.
Well done class Brazil- hoping everyone has a fantastic holiday. Stay safe and enjoy.
Peru Class
Peru class have had another great week. The children enjoyed reading the story ‘Man on the
Moon (A day in the life of Bob)’ by Simon Bartram. The children worked hard writing sentences
retelling the story and thought of many adjectives to describe the main character. The children
enjoyed getting messy this week, painting their own planets to make a model of the solar
system. In Science, we have been learning about our five senses and exploring our sense of
smell.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 3
Key Stage Leader: Mr Mason
Ryan.Mason@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
We have had a fantastic final week of Term 5 in KS3 this week! Classes have enjoyed trips to
the Recycling Discovery Centre, with students learning about the process of recycling, what
items you should/should not recycle and they even received a tour of how the machines at the
centre operate. We finished the term with the fantastic Jim Jam Jog event with excellent
participation and parental engagement from all in KS3! We have also enjoyed welcoming
parents to celebrate the achievements of their children during our penultimate Festival of
Learning of this academic year. All staff in KS3 want to wish the students and their families a
wonderful and relaxing half term!
Madagascar Class
A great final week of the term for class Madagascar! We enjoyed a social visit to the Tavern
on Wednesday where the students ordered and paid for their own food whilst giving feedback
to the Tavern for their service. The students also enjoyed the Jim Jam Jog at the end of the
week! Lots of fun and exciting learning opportunities were had this week with a trip to the
recycling centre of particular interest to them.
Mozambique Class
We have had a wonderful week this week and have enjoyed a trip to Quarry Bank Mill to
further our learning about the Industrial revolution and about inventions. It was a lovely sunny
day and we also got chance to play in the grounds. In Literacy we have learnt about more
famous inventions and inventors and we have also looked at funny poems. In Geography we
have learnt how to map an area and have been looking at OS maps. We have also mapped
our favourite locations with the help of Google Earth. In Maths we have learnt about strategies
to work out missing number problems. We have furthered out learning in ICT using the Powerpoint program. We are looking forward to a well-deserved break next week.
Seychelles Class
This week in Seychelles class we have had a busy week. On Monday we went swimming, the
pupils enjoyed this and it was great to see how they have grown in confidence. In Art we
created cubism portraits; to do this, the children rolled a dice and drew the shape it landed on.
In RE we have been looking at inspirational people this week it was Mother Theresa we looked
into how she helped people and why it is important to be selfless. We would like to thank Kirsty
from the recycling centre who gave us a tour and shared a lot of useful information that we
have now implemented in our class. We have a recycling bag in class that we are using to put
in paper and plastic bottles. In History we have been researching communication we created
a timeline of how communication has evolved. The children then researched who invented the
different types of communication. The pupil of the week in Seychelles is Liam Birtles he has
worked really hard this week to complete all his work .We would like to wish Charlie Newman
a Happy Birthday for over the half term. We hope you all have a great half term and enjoy the
break.
Cape Verde Class
Cape Verde have watched and discussed various news readers in action. We looked
especially around how they presented themselves in terms of posture and body language.
Today sees them presenting their own stories to the rest of the class. Maths has seen the
class examining angles and measuring and making their own after discussion about what
jobs / activities use knowledge of angles. PE saw some athletic competition of 10 x 10m shuttle
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sprints and the Shot-Putt. Science saw us enjoying mirror activities in or 'Light' topic and also
preparation for visit to the rubbish / recycling centre. Busy.
Botswana Class
Botswana class have had a great end to the term, and have especially enjoyed our trip to the
recycling centre. No more plastic packaging in the recycle bin for us!
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 4
Key Stage Leader: Miss Dallas
Katie.Dallas@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Christmas Island Class
It’s been a fantastic last week in Christmas Island before the week off!
In English, we designed a storyboard based on the story of Romeo and Juliet. Some of the
designs will go onto the Festival of Learning.
In Maths, we looked at another type of bar-chart which is a pictograph. We answered a
worksheet based on that over the week.
In History, we created out own dream for the future based on Martin Luther King Junior’s
speech “I Have a Dream”. Some of ideas included easier ways to get jobs, no knife crime and
no violence.
In P.E, we played Rounder’s on the field outside. We also ran around the field to get ready for
the Jim-Jam-Jog event on Friday.
For the Festival of Learning, some of our work has been put on display in the house that
includes our trophies that we made last week.
Pupil of the week in the class is Luke. Well done Luke!
We hope you all have a nice week off!
Written by Dan Hurst and Chloe Howarth.
Samoa Class
Another great week for Samoa! We wrapped up learning about Romeo and Juliet and came
up with alternative endings for the star crossed lovers. Sol Sweeney showed great imagination
in making Friar Laurence the murderer in the play! What plot twist! We continued our learning
of multiples and common factors and prime numbers. Samoa class put Paul Hollywood to
shame this week in food tech by baking scrumptious scones, which their families enjoyed. We
enjoyed Thursday’s sunshine by having the great big science quiz of the year on the yard.
Congratulations to our champions! We hope you all have a lovely half term.
Australia Class
What a week!
Class Australia have been busy doing their exams this week, the students tried really hard
and coped really well in what was a stressful time for them - we are all very proud of you, well
done!
In art, we finished our trophy project. The students’ designs are amazing and would look great
at any awards ceremony!
The students also enjoyed our KS4 end of term quiz, thanks to Miss Loughran for organising
it, we had a lot of fun!
Papua New Guinea Class
This week in PNG we have been doing our entry level exams in English Reading, Writing,
Speaking and Listening and Maths. Everyone tried their hardest and demonstrated excellent
behaviour working under exam conditions. On Thursday we went on a trip to McDonalds to
celebrate the end of our exams and enjoyed Miss Loughran's excellent Friday quiz. Have a
lovely half term everyone!
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 5
Key Stage Leader: Mr Davenport
Paul.davenport@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Tasmania Class
WOW!!!! We cannot tell you how proud we are of all of our students in Tasmania class this week.
They have all worked extremely hard working through their exams all week. Due to the exams,
we changed the day that we went to the gym as the students really enjoy going each week.
They all thoroughly enjoyed their workout.
We have continued reading ‘The Midnight Gang’ and the students cannot wait for the next
chapter to see what adventures the gang are going to get up to next.
We hope that you all enjoy your half term as everyone has worked so hard because they all
deserve it.
Fiji Class
We’ve had exam week in Fiji this week so our regular timetable changed a bit this week. We
have all worked really hard completing our exams, even when we found some of the
questions really difficult!
A huge well done to the whole of Fiji for doing so well this week and for coping with the
exams! A special mention goes to Sam Smith who also completed another successful
transition day at his new college! Another special mention goes to our pupil of the week Jay
Wagner!! Jay has done fantastically in his exams and has behaved well all week! Well done
Jay!!
New Zealand Class
This week has been mainly about our English and Maths assessments. Our students have
been taking their Open Award Entry Level or Level 1 and 2 assessments in Functional Skills.
The students has all worked really hard and have done well. Congratulations to them all!
We have had some great feedback from the 'Friends of Reynolds Park' over our student's
work in the wildflower project. Last Friday students planted their seedlings in the wildflower
meadow at the bottom of Reynolds Park. The students will return in 6 weeks to see the fruit
(or flowers) of their labour! Well done to all involved and to Becky Roberts for her organisation
of this project.
As a reward for their week of exams, our students have gone to the cinema through our friends
at ACE to see 'The Upside' at Woolton cinema. Again, a big well done!

Odd Facts of the week
1) Women blink nearly twice as much as men.
2) Ketchup was sold in the 1830's as medicine.
3) If you keep a goldfish in a dark room, it will eventually turn white.
4) There are more beetles than any other animal. One out of every four animals is a beetle.
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Photographs Week 32
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JIM JAM JOG!
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Student of the week 32
EYFS and Key Stage One
Ireland

Lucas Rosenthal

Wales

Louie Goodwin
Key Stage Two

Peru

Jacob Glynn

Portugal

Tyrone Dagostine

USA

Mason Robinson-Stopforth

Brazil

Isobella Carruthers

France

Martin Bell

Canada

Isaac Chierico

Spain

Alfie Doran

Italy

Maxi Castillo-Sanchez
Key Stage Three

Madagascar

Jessica Smith

Seychelles

Liam Birtles

Cape Verde

Booby Moore

Botswana

Joe Whinnett

Mozambique

Francis Watkinson

Malawi

Kyle Pickett

Kenya

Arshia Sakhaei-Nejad
Key Stage Four

Australia

Elliot Ko

Papua New Guinea

Dan Kotas

Samoa

Lewis Okwu

Christmas Island

Luke Maguire
Key Stage Five

New Zealand

Tom Harris

Tasmania

Connor Fairbairn

Fiji

Jay Wagner
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Key Diary Dates

Our academic year 2018-19 term dates are available on our website:
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/ALS-Term-Dates-201819.pdf

Please note planned early finishes and closure dates, as known at present:

TERM 6:
Staff training day: Friday 12 July 2019 – school closed to students
Staff training day: Monday 22 July – Wednesday 24 July 2019 – school closed to
students
Summer Holiday: Thursday 25 July 2019
Bank holidays:
Monday 26 August 2019 – August Bank Holiday

Key Diary Dates for the remainder of the year can be found on our website,
under the EVENTS tab:
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/event

Page 29 of 34

Head’s Weekly Newsletter

TERM 6 - 38 days
WEEK
NUMBER
33

W/c

Time

Event

Comments

 My Plans – term 6 published
 IBSP published
 KS4 and KS5 accredited learning assessment starts
Tue
4.6
 14:30-16:00 Primary Geography Subject Leader Training –
Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
School Improvement
 13:00-15:30 EYFS Leadership Briefing at Toxteth Annexe – M
O’Neill attending
Wed
5.6
 SALT Clinic
 09:30-12:00 DUTCH FARM – across the Key Stages
Thurs
6.6
Fri
7.6
 Departmental Assemblies
9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department
10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department
 9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning

34

Mon 3.6.19

3.6.19

Mon 10.6.19

10.6.19

Tue

11.6

Wed
Thur
Fri

12.6
13.6
14.6

Mon 17.6.19

17.6.19

Tue

18.6
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Assemblies and Coffee Morning
are open to families. Parking is
available on site on a “firstcome-first-served basis” only.
No photography permitted.

Lesson observation window starts
Phonics check ( confirm if only KS1?) starts
09:30-15:30 Teaching very young scientists at Toxteth Annexe –
M O’Neill attending
09:30-12:30 CAMHS link worker, Dr Laura Purdy, will be in school

Lesson observation window closes
Phonics check KS1 ends
Departmental Assemblies
9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department
10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department
9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning
Teachers’ end of year PM mtgs
Support Staff PM mtgs
Teachers’ end of year PM mtgs
Moderation Day

Assemblies and Coffee Morning
are open to families. Parking is
available on site on a “firstcome-first-served basis” only.
No photography permitted.
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37

Wed

19.6

Thurs

20.6

Fri

21.6









Mon 24.6.19

24.6.19





Tue

25.6



Wed
Thurs

26.6
27.6




Fri

28.6




Sat 29.6.19
Mon 1.7.19
Tue

29.6.2019
1.7.19
2.7






Wed

3.7




13:30-16:00 Primary Leading Your Curriculum Senior Leadership
Forum at Toxteth Annexe. , Lisa Walker and Maria O’Neill
attending
Teachers’ end of year PM mtgs
09:30-12:00 DUTCH FARM – across the Key Stages
Teachers’ end of year PM mtgs
Primary Term 6 CED Day : Our Great Outdoors
Staff Twilight - Autism in Women and Girls – Micah
Grimshaw
Teachers’ end of year PM mtgs
Departmental Assemblies
9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department
10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department
9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning
14:30-16:00 Math Subject Leader Briefing – School Improvement
Statutory reporting of EYFS Phonics Y1 and Y2 data window
opens
Primary Outdoor Learning Day (field in use all day-Farm and
Scouts)
KS4 – Den Making
14:30-16:00 Primary Subject Leader Computing Training –
School Improvement
Last day for any Y11 and KS5 leavers
Departmental Assemblies
9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department
10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department
9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning
Saturday 29th June FAB! SUMMER FAIR 12:00-15:00

Assemblies and Coffee Morning
are open to families. Parking is
available on site on a “firstcome-first-served basis” only.
No photography permitted.

Assemblies and Coffee Morning
are open to families. Parking is
available on site on a “firstcome-first-served basis” only.
No photography permitted.
Subject to weather

Tuesday 2 July LQWM Central Library – all Key Stage Leaders
offsite
Staff Twilight - Sensory Processing Disorder (Part 2 of 2) –
Clare Ewart
SALT Clinic
09:30-12:00 DUTCH FARM – across the Key Stages
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Thurs

4.7



Fri

5.7




38

39

Mon 8.7.19

8.7

Tue

9.7

Wed

10.7













14:30-16:00 English Subject Leader Briefing – School
Improvement
Statutory reporting of EYFS Phonics Y1 and Y2 data window
closes
Departmental Assemblies
9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department
10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department
9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning
Term 6 – Festival of Learning & Transition Meetings
Seeing is Believing for Governors
Term 6 – Festival of Learning & Transition Meetings
Seeing is Believing for Governors
09:30-12:30 CAMHS link worker, Dr Laura Purdy, will be in school

Thurs

11.7

Fri
Mon 15.7.19

12.7
15.7.19





Term 6 – Festival of Learning & Transition Meetings
Seeing is Believing for Governors
Governing Body Meeting
09:30-16:00 Solihull Staff Training – offsite
SPORTS DAY Whole School (split across the whole day and it is
for all students-KS1, 2 and 3 in the morning and KS4 and 5 after
lunch (2pm)
Term 6 – Festival of Learning & Transition Meetings
Seeing is Believing for Governors
Annual Celebration Assembly
9:30 – 10:30 – Primary Department
10:30 – 11:30 – Secondary Department
No coffee morning today!
INSET - SCHOOL CLOSED TO STUDENTS
TRANSITION WEEK

Tue

16.7



TRANSITION WEEK

Wed

17.7




TRANSITION WEEK
09:30-12:00 DUTCH FARM Celebration Event





Assemblies and Coffee Morning
are open to families. Parking is
available on site on a “firstcome-first-served basis” only.
No photography permitted.

16:30-18:30

Assemblies are open to
families. Parking is available on
site on a “first-come-first-served
basis” only. No photography
permitted.

Students taught in next year’s
classes
Students taught in next year’s
classes
Students taught in next year’s
classes
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40

Thur

18.7



TRANSITION WEEK

Fri

19.7.19



END OF TERM 6@13:30

Mon

22.7



INSET - SCHOOL CLOSED TO STUDENTS

Tue

23.7



INSET - SCHOOL CLOSED TO STUDENTS

Wed

24.7



INSET - SCHOOL CLOSED TO STUDENTS

Students taught in next year’s
classes
Students leave at 1:30pm
Packed lunch only
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