Head’s Weekly Newsletter
Issue 33, 7 June 2019

Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Dear Students, Families, Colleagues and Friends
Welcome to Term 6 and to today’s issue of the Head’s Weekly Newsletter. The last stretch of
this academic year is upon us with thirty three weeks of learning completed and only six weeks
remaining until the summer break!
We have so much to be proud of and so much that we have developed and improved this year
and yet, the key to success is to keep on going and to use every single learning opportunity
to advance further. It can be tough, it can be tiring but it will be highly rewarding, I am sure.
Such determination applies to us all – individual drive for self-improvement, a group’s effort to
do better together “next time” and the organisational drive to continue to challenge the status
quo in order to create stronger systems, stronger culture and better working practices.
Abbot’s Lea School is certainly not perfect. No school is. I am, however, so very proud of what
we are - open, transparent and acceptant of some of the areas we still need to improve. Where
we make mistakes, we own them and work hard to do better.
Those who know me know that I am my own worst critic - I continually search for better ways
to lead our school and I am relentless in wanting to know more, do better and be a better
Headteacher. I make and take every opportunity I can to get together with equally driven
people within our school, in the locality and nationally. In fact, I am writing this foreword from
Birmingham where I am learning from the very best.
My favourite speakers from today’s Inspiring Leadership Conference include:
-

-

Ben Page, Chief Executive of Ipsos MORI whose views on today’s politics, trends,
leadership, performance and “the mood of the nations” has been inspiring!
Sarah-Jane Marsh is a Chief Executive of Birmingham Women’s and Children’s
(hospital) and her totally child-centred, uncompromised approach to breaking down
old-fashioned barriers in order to create a truly social service to those we serve has
got me thinking about how we too can continue to do better…
Professor Nick Harding, OBE – born and bred in Birmingham is the most down-toEarth, straight talking, no nonsense clinical commissioner I have ever met. Awesome
and highly recommended thinkers and do-ers!

It is so important to be inspired, to reflect, to plot, plan and to remember that courage,
conviction, drive and energy, when married with trust, compassion, stability and hope can help
us achieve truly transformational change. Gyles Brandreth, who gave talk at the conference
I am attending, summed up my acceptance of the learning journey: “We are the best and
hence the happiest, when teste! Doing nothing does not make one happy”. How very true…
Have a wonderful weekend full of “doing” and I look forward to seeing you all on Monday!
Mrs A. Hildrey
Headteacher

ACADEMIC YEAR 2019-20 CHANGE OF INSET DATES

I write to inform you that due to the specific School
Development Plan priorities and the availability of
the essential staff training, we need to change the
term dates for the next academic year.
We will move two INSET days to the start of the
year, resulting in students returning to school on
Thursday, 5 September 2019.
We apologies for any inconvenience this may cause
but we know you will support us with ensuring that
all staff are fully equipped to support all students
from day 1 of the school year.
Please find the new term dates:
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Term 1
Staff training day:

Students return:
Term ends on:
October Holiday:

Monday 2 September 2019 – school closed to students
Tuesday 3 September 2019 – school closed to students
Wednesday 4 September 2019 – school closed to students
Thursday, 5 September 2019
Friday 25 October 2019
Monday 28 October 2017 to Friday 1 November 2019

Term 2
Term starts on:
Term ends on:
Christmas Holiday:

Monday 4 November 2019
Friday 20 December 2019 - finishing at 1:30pm
Monday 23 December 2019 to Friday 3 January 2020

Term 3
Students arrive on:
Term ends on:
February Holiday:
Term 4
Term starts on:
Term ends on:
Spring Holiday:
Bank holidays:
Term 5
Students arrive on:
Bank holiday:
Term ends on:
May Holiday:

Monday 6 January 2020
Friday 14 February 2020
Monday 17 February 2020 to Friday 21 February 2020
Monday 24 February 2020
Friday 3 April 2020 – finishing at 1:30pm
Monday 6 April 2020 to Friday 17 April 2020
Friday, 10 April 2020 – Good Friday
Monday, 13 April 2020 – Easter Monday
Monday, 20 April 2020
4 May 2020 – Early Bank Holiday Monday
Friday 22 May 2020
Monday 25 May 2020 (Bank Holiday) to Friday 29 May 2020

Term 6
Term starts on:
Monday 1 June 2020
Official leaving date: Friday 26 June 2019*
Staff Transition INSET:
Friday 10 July 2020 – school closed to students
Transition Week:
Monday 13 July-Friday 17 July 2020**
Students’ last day:
Friday 17 July 2020 – finishing at 1:30pm
Staff training day:
Monday 20 July – school closed to students
Term ends on:
Monday 20 July 2020
*Friday 26 June 2020 is an official leaving date for the students in Year 11 as well as
those in Key Stage Five who are finishing their education at ALS that summer.
** Transition Week is a period of time during which the students will be taught in their
next year’s classes – this is to support smooth transition into ALS, into a new
Department, Key Stage or a new class.
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Governing Body News
Social Media
Challenge
Mr Tomasz
Drost ‘Momo’
Finance and Operations Governor

.

I live in West Derby with my wife Helen and our daughter Madeleine who is a pupil at Abbot’s
Lea School and I enjoy spending as much time as possible with my family.
Most weekends consist of bouncing on trampolines with Maddie or seeing how much time we
can spend under water at our local pool. When time and weather allows I enjoy football and
golf, but unfortunately nowadays this consists more of watching than taking part.
I currently work for a Global Communications and Marketing Organisation managing the
Procurement & Supply Chain department and have extensive experience in managing
tendering and procurement activity across many categories including construction, facilities
management and professional services.
I am passionate about helping children and young people achieve their potential whatever that
may be and I am both proud and privileged to be able to use my personal and professional
skills and experience to support our school in its ambitions in becoming a centre of excellence
and providing our children and staff with the opportunities and environment to grow and
develop.
My aim and desire is to help provide leadership and direction in navigating through these
exciting and challenging periods of change and to work with the children, staff and families
within the school community.
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Deputy Headteacher
Mr McVerry, Deputy Headteacher
E: anthony.mcverry@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Firstly, welcome back and I hope you all had a restful and enjoyable week off.
For me it was nice to get some time with the family, then the reality of how quick this school
year has come and gone dawned on me. I cannot believe that we only six weeks away from
the end! Already plans of transition to new classes and grouping of staff teams and students
is well underway and all will be ready well in advance of our transition week later on in the
term. I think that this opportunity for students to spend time with their new class team can only
be a beneficial experience that will ease the return in September and I am looking forward to
seeing our student’s transition into their next school year.
For now the learning continues, this week I had the opportunity to carry out some quality
assurance of our teaching and learning across the school, observing one lesson/teacher in
each of our key stages. For this I was joined by Mrs Hildrey and our School Improvement
Partner, Mr Phil Cooper. It was lovely to see the learning taking place and also the level of
engagement of our students and their love of learning. I want to thank all of the teachers and
class teams who welcomed us into their classes as it is never easy being observed and it can
often create pressure; you all dealt with it in a calm and collected manner, thank you!
I have also had some very productive meetings this week, the first was organised my Miss
Wah, who had arranged for two driving instructors who specialise in working with people who
have a disability, enabling them to gain their theory test, but also drive. It was a very productive
meeting and we are looking forward to exploring this offer even further and getting them into
school to work with our students. They will also offer road safety awareness and are qualified
travel trainers, a really exciting meeting and something that will only enhance our Life Skills
curriculum.
Also, our Fire Cadet troop had their uniform fitting on Thursday and this is the start of a very
exciting project that will again offer enhanced Life Skills development, it is not all about being
a fire cadet, it is about the transferable skills that the students gain from the exposure to such
activities. Something I am really keen on.
Within school there have been lots of learning experiences going on as we launched our new
theme, Our Great Outdoors, something I am really passionate about. Outdoor learning for me
is key to any development and I am always one for getting involved in activities such as Raft
Building, Gauge Walking and Bush Craft. There have been positive meetings taking place
about the development of our outdoor areas and I cannot wait to share the plans with you in
the coming weeks. Please do read our Key Stage and Class updates to learn more about what
has been going on, from visits to the Cathedral to athletics lessons on the field.

I hope you have a wonderful weekend.
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Care and Safeguarding
Ms Alison Twomey, Head of Care and Safeguarding
E: Alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

It’s been another busy week in the Care and Safeguarding department with all our therapists
(SaLT, Educational Psychology, Occupational Therapy and Psychotherapy) in school
supporting students, carrying out assessments, meeting with staff and providing training
workshops for families. Next week our CAMHS link worker, Dr Laura Purdy, returns for her
second visit and will meet with individual staff to provide support and guidance on mental
health issues.
Collectively, this multi-disciplinary team of professionals are supporting us to transform the
therapeutic interventions we are able to offer students. They are already an established part
of ‘Our Team’ and students are getting used to seeing them walking around school and
observing in lessons. The creation of this team was essential in helping us meet all students
‘other than academic’ needs. Additionally, we have also invested in the creation on a Sensory
Integration Room (pictured below) and our Occupational Therapist, Clare Ewart, has been
busy creating sensory programmes for students to follow. I truly believe that the investments
we have made into therapeutic staff and resources is unmatched in schools across Liverpool
and can assure all families that we will continue to grow and improve all areas of specialist
support.
Our EHCP Coordinator, Jo Scarrott, closely monitors all EHCPs to ensure that identified
support interventions are in place for each student. If you have any reason to believe that your
child is not receiving an intervention outlined in their EHCP please get in touch with Jo
(jo.scarrott@abbotsleaschool.co.uk) and she will gladly assist.
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Autism Research and Development
Ms Micah Grimshaw, Head of Autism Research and Development
E: micah.grimshaw@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Abbot’s Lea School was recently commissioned to deliver Autism related training to Liverpool
City Council Transport staff, led by me and Miss Twomey, our Head of Care and Safeguarding.
This training was delivered successfully over the half term break, and the feedback received
was extremely positive and encouraging.
In preparation for the training, I was reminded by how often I am required to update the training
materials in line with new knowledge and thinking around Autism. I shared this thought with
the workshop participants who agreed that their theoretical understanding of Autism varies
dramatically from one person to another, despite their common thread of all supporting autistic
students.
Dr. Peter Vermeulen, a Senior Lecturer, an author and a Founder of Autism in Context, was
recently interviewed by Network Autism where he discussed new research into sensory
processing and advocated for a whole re-think around sensory issues.
Like many other schools that are learning about sensory differences and processing difficulties
of the students they teach, we have become proactive in reducing/avoiding a lot of the sensory
stimuli that we know can trigger individual anxieties and behaviours. Whilst research shows
that in doing so we increase engagement with learning, new ideas about the human brain and
how it learns to cope with sensory issues foresees a long term dilemma with continuously
practicing in this way. Over time the brain thinks the wider world is quiet and dark, which is
why some young people then suddenly experience stress or discomfort when exposed to
greater noise in less sensory friendly environments.
For example, if you have attended any good sensory training you are taught that ear defenders
are great to try with children that are sensitive to noise, but you must also consider when ear
defenders are not worn so that the user do not ‘over-rely’ on the use of ear defenders
becoming more sensitive to sound and experiencing greater distress when not wearing them.
It therefore seems sensible to suggest that we should teach the brain to cope with sensory
stimuli in a way that is predictable, controlled and when a child is relaxed.
Of course we can continue to raise awareness of sensory issues both in school and in society,
leading to more accessible environments but it is reasonable to assume that our children and
young people will frequently experience the very sensory stimuli that we work hard to reduce
exposure of in school. By teaching students to increase tolerance, predictability and develop
coping strategies for managing sensory input we are better preparing them for a world beyond
the safety of our school walls.
Dr. Vermeulen also promotes a newer concept of neuroharmony. Neuroharmony is connected
to neurodiversity, which refers to the variability in human brains in the way that they operate
and interpret information. In neurodiversity, Autism is recognised as one of many neurological
differences. Dr. Vermeulen agrees that accepting differences is a must, but is only a first step.
In neuroharmony we move towards a society that not only adapts to make autistic lives better,
but enables autistic people to make life in general better for all of us by their active engagement
and contribution to society.
Page 7 of 40

This also makes sense to me. In January I delivered a workshop to professionals from
mainstream schools looking at strategies for creating inclusive classrooms. As I said to the
participants then, inclusion is not the presence of difference. Inclusion is where all people are
equally able to access and contribute to their different communities, be it in school or in society.
Like Dr. Vermeulen, I believe that neuroharmony will exist when children and young people
are not just assessed on their deficits, but on their strengths and interests which can be used
creatively to form functional jobs leading to happy and meaningful lives for all.
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School Business Support
Mrs Michelle Griffiths, Head of HR
E: michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

We had an interesting start to the week with a visit from a mini farm.....very good timing as
they helpfully fed themselves on our field which saved us cutting the grass!
We had an exciting twilight training session on social media from Paul Bradshaw from School
Improvement Liverpool which will help our staff support students in staying safe when online.
Finally I would like to say well done to our Apprentice Caretaker Jamie Adeniran who
completed a sponsored walk up Snowdon last week - in terrible weather. Well done!

Mr Andrew Cocklin, Head of Finance and Operations
E: andrew.cocklin@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Just a reminder with regards to ongoing roadworks on Beaconsfield Road:
Access to school is not available from the Menlove Road end at present, and this is likely to
remain the situation for the next 3 weeks.
As mentioned above, a big well done to Jamie, our apprentice Caretaker who completed a
sponsored walk up Snowdon last week - despite the really poor weather.
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Job Coach
Ms Claire Caddick, Job Coach
E: Claire.caddick@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

The main highlights of this week have all been towards the end of the week which is great as
it motivates me for the week ahead.
It’s such a pleasure to be able to work with young people to explore their aspirations and also
to be able to investigate different job roles. We have done a lot of that this week through one
to one meetings and by taking some students out from KS5 to visit Regenda which is one of
the largest housing associations in the North West. Regenda are a great supporter of Abbot’s
Lea School and are incredibly diverse and inclusive. We visited their Foundry office and
communication plaza on Thursday to meet the teams of staff who will be welcoming a
supported intern in September.
There are 3 positions available with Regenda amongst their different departments. Regenda
also employ apprentices each year in junior level roles within the company. We got to meet
this year’s apprentice from the communication plaza and he spoke to our students about his
role and career aspirations. I would like to personally thank Ms Duckworth for all her help with
the Regenda trip on Thursday.
On Thursday the fire cadets were in to size uniforms. There is that much PPE and uniform to
size that we only got through half of it! Each cadet will be issued with:
-

Cadet Jacket
Cadet polo shit
Cadet Trousers
Hard wearing boots
Fire jacket/Tunic
Fire Trousers
Fire wellies
Helmet

On Friday I met with the Ways to Work Team from the City Council to discuss ILM opportunities
for young people. I also met with Nina Hinton from Open awards and with Jane Hayes from
Wirral Chamber of Commerce. I will be working with them as part of the Careers Enterprise
support offered to schools to help meet the government’s Gatsby benchmarks for careers
advice and guidance.
Have a great weekend
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Papua New Guinea Student Poems
Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’
The Final Calling. Abridged.
He felt he had to make his parents proud,
and without thinking and without stalling.
And in his heart of hearts he vowed
to follow the final calling.
He signed up to the recruiting sheet
he along with others his name was sprawling,
he along with them went out to meet.
The sound of the final calling.
He heard the noise and clatter of war,
he didn’t understand cruelties’ mauling;
he went as others had done before
to the embrace of the final calling.
He picked up his boots, polished his gun,
the sound had proved too enthralling;
he’d follow them out to join the fun,
to join the final calling.
In Poland his heart was finally divided
when he heard the Nazi’s bell palling,
for he, like others, would be guided
to the camp of the final calling.
And now, he ponders, now he sits,
his life would soon be falling
for he would fall into the darkest pits,
the darkness of the final calling.
By James Mcann
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Papua New Guinea Student Poems
Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’
Scourge
I walked on a field that was a nexus of the dead.
Trying to tale in all of the red bloodshed.
The chaos that has taken place on this land will send anyone mad.
Nothing will prevent this war from continuing even though everyone knows it is bad.
All of my scratches hurt me as if I had been stung by a bee.
However there is no hope in the future as far as I can see.
When I see my enemy I am battling against, I find myself looking at the devil.
I look around at my fallen brothers who have died to so much of my enemy’s evil.
I won’t give up since I have my oath to for fill.
No matter how hard we tried to fight, nothing happened.
I kept forcing myself to get back up in the hope of winning, but nothing happened.
I wanted to let families know of the endless scourge.
For all of the fear inside my soul I could not purge.
I dropped on to the ground wondering if anyone cared, nobody.
At last as I got to the ground, I was ready to accept my fate and leave my broken
body.
By Aiden Collins
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Papua New Guinea Student Poems
Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’
DEATH
DEATH, as the landing commences
DEATH, as the machine gun fire torments us
DEATH, as the black smoke barrels to the sky, as if fleeing this greasily series of
events.
DEATH, with just one question in mind, why?
“It’s an honour to die for one’s country.”
Why so many lies?
“You will be fine.”
Have you stood by and watched as a friend dies?
“You will be a hero!”
We let your lies infest...
There is only one certain out come to be comforted by. Death.
As I have now been defeated.
DEATH, as time drags by, I, left forgotten, deceived and dead.
DEATH, in truth. We have all been cheated
By Callum Stevenson

Suffering and pain
The choppy waters were cold and wet,
As we feared what we were about to get.
As we clambered out of the boat all scared,
Guns fired as we were unprepared.
Men lost limbs as we kept fighting on,
Continuous booms meant my hearing was gone.
You could taste a lot of blood in the air,
Feelings of sadness, dread and utter despair.
Propaganda had persuaded me to go,
Had I known the truth, I may have said no.
Men suffered and war raged on,
Still nothing was lost or won.
People at home oblivious to our pain,
They cowered away like a dog in the rain.
The strong winds were like a hurricane,
It was a struggle to stay alive and sane.
Nobody really needs a war,
Your fears do begin to soar.
Men are terribly torn bit by bit,
I think: War, what is the point of it?
By Dan Kotas
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Papua New Guinea Student Poems
Social MediaWar
Challenge
‘Momo’
Poem
The bombs that fell deafen the noises of the damned.
Their spirits sank as the reality crashes on top of them.
They came because they thought it would be fun.
Their family will never get to see them anymore.
Why? What did we do to deserve this?
The bloodshed and bullets cause the few who made it past that beach nauseous and
sick to their stomach.
At the start their thoughts were filled with fame and glory.
But as the battle raged on their thoughts became dark and gloomy.
Thoughts of love and the future turned to death and destruction.
Why? What did we do to deserve this?
The tension was as high as a kite while the bombs fell.
The bodies piled up higher and higher each day.
The sea was a blood red as the day rolled on.
This was their sacrifice for those they loved to live another day.
Why? What did we do to deserve this?
By Joe Parry

Ascension of Peace
War is war and I disagree
Flashing and bullets and lots of screams
I think I’m doing good but I don’t know if I’m actually am
Dead body, dead feeling, dead world and dead meaning
I closed my eyes and I ascend
By Lucas Howard

Rommel was Away
Rommel was away so now is the day to land on the beaches at Normandy
Our tanks were good at floating
Our men good at fighting
But the day before there was a storm
So we had to wait for Normandy
And after a while we started to smile for we had defeated them quite carefully
But no one should forget those laid to rest
And those who fought quite valiantly
By Luke Rigby
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Papua New Guinea Student Poems
Social Media Survive
Challenge ‘Momo’
A boat travelling on the sea,
Lays some soldiers who will be
Dead soon but they don’t know it
They might think about it just a little bit
But they would be very few survivors.
Suddenly, the sound of guns comes raining upon them,
They fall into the deep dark ocean, struggling to breathe,
They can’t stop it. They can’t survive.
They try to do it, they try to dive.
But very few of them survive.
When they finally get onto the land,
They feel like they’re going to get killed.
One looks about the land,
To find his friend below the sand,
He tries to save him by reaching out his hand,
But he cannot survive.
The war never seems like it’s going to end.
Awful explosions fall upon them.
They try to save each other but there’s no point.
“BANG! BANG! BANG!” the explosions go.
A very small number of people survive.
Blood covers the scene and makes a red sky.
They all know they’re going to die.
The terrified troops continue to fire each other.
They can’t do enough to save one another.
That is why very few survive.
By Patrick Brough
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FIRE CADETS - INFORMATION
Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’
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Nominee for Woman of the Year Award!!
Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’

VOTE FOR SAOIRSE!!!
To Vote - It will be on the website of Merseyside Woman of the Year Awards!
When voting opens we will add the Facebook and twitter links on our sites so people
can click on there too….
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F A B NEWS – NON UNIFORM DAYS
Egg-cited!

Our 3rd Summer Fair is on Saturday, 29 June 2019
12:00-15:00

NON UNIFORM DAYS
Friday 14th June - non uniform in return for items for tombola
Friday 28th June - non uniform in return for cakes for cake stall

Raffle Tickets
Students will be bringing home books of raffle tickets
today.
Please do ask family and friends if they would like to
purchase any raffle tickets to be put into our Summer
Fair Raffle…. Lots of amazing prizes to be won!!

All students, families, friends and staff are warmly invited to our Summer
Fair, please save the date!
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Noticeboard
Egg-cited!
ABBOT’S LEA RADIO – PODCAST
For the last couple of weeks, students and staff have been working hard
on the very first Abbot’s Lea Radio show!
As well as getting a taste of the broadcasting world, it’s a great way for
our students to let their creative side shine and express themselves.
To listen, just search for Abbot’s Lea Radio on the Soundcloud website,
or click the link below. Episode 2 coming soon!
https://soundcloud.com/user-600783600
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Noticeboard – School Uniform
Egg-cited!

Please note that this includes footwear (shoes, not trainers or sandals) and outerwear
(smart jackets, no hoodies).
Please also note that students may not wear any branded hats, football scarves and
other accessories are also not permitted.
Lastly, we ask that students do not wear excessive and/or unsafe jewellery or make
up.
We do ask that all students bring to school their full PE Kit.
Students in KS5 are reminded of their smart black and white dress code.
As the weather is hopefully going to improve, we ask that the students apply at home
and bring to school to re-apply sun protection to avoid sunburn.
Thank you for your co-operation.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Early Years and Key Stage 1
Key Stage Leader: Miss O’Neill
Maria.O’Neill@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Ireland Class
This week we kicked off our final term with a splash as we completed our second block of
swimming lessons. Everyone has impressed us with their swimming skills and we are very
proud of them. Our caterpillars transformed into butterflies and we let them go this week which
was very exciting. We painted some lovely pictures showing the symmetry of the butterfly. We
have also been reading and looking at books independently, we love finding new stories.
Have a great weekend.
Wales Class
Wales class have had a great week. We have loved our swimming lessons and have made
an excellent start to our ‘Great Outdoors’ theme. We released our beautiful butterflies, read
the story of the Hungry Caterpillar, learnt about the lifecycle of a butterfly and created beautiful
artwork using oil pastels. We planted cress seeds and learnt all about what plants need to be
healthy. We planned our own investigation into where the best place in our classroom is for
plants to grow. Have a lovely weekend everyone

Key Stage 2
Key Stage Leader: Mrs Lisa Walker
Lisa.Walker@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
We have all enjoyed the launch of our new topic The World's Oceans and Seas - particularly
in the week of World Oceans Day! We are looking forward to more exciting activities ahead!
Mrs. Walker 
Italy Class
Welcome back to school Italy class. We can't believe we are in the final term before we finish
for the summer break. On Monday it was lovely to hear what all the pupils had been up to over
the holidays. In Maths we have been looking at dates. We recapped over previous learning of
the days of the week, months of the year and seasons. In Science we introduced our new
topic plants. We completed some observational drawings of plants and trees in our local
surroundings. On Tuesday and Wednesday we researched our new topic 'Under the Sea' and
found out what creatures live there. As a class we found out that an octopus has 3 hearts and
their blood is blue! On Wednesday afternoon we went to the Cathedral on the minibus to visit
Gaia, the earth artwork. It was amazing, the class loved it. 
Spain Class
The students in Spain class have had a busy first week back after their half term break. They
have enjoyed sharing their holiday news in literacy and sequencing the stories of The Snail
and the Whale. In mathematics, the students have been working hard to solve word problems
linked to our new topic of "seas and oceans." The students have thoroughly enjoyed learning
about our new topic and they now can identify the five oceans and a range of sea creatures.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Canada Class
This week Canada class have had a great start back. We have started our topic ' The great
outdoors' and have started looking at the oceans in the world. The students have enjoyed
finding out about all the wonderful animals that live in them. We have been learning fractions
in Maths and we have also began our lessons on the zones of regulations to help us with our
emotions. Well done Canada class.
Portugal Class
We have had a lovely week in Class Portugal! We have started our topic of Under the Sea!
On Tuesday, we learnt all about Atlantis and created some beautiful pieces of artwork based
on the lost city. The children really enjoyed using chalk and charcoal and discussed which
artwork they liked.
On Wednesday, we did a really fun English lesson, using our hands to find creatures in the
water, then describing them to our friend who was wearing a blindfold! It was great fun!
On Thursday, we went to Liverpool Cathedral and were given a tour by John who showed us
all the special parts of the building - and we even got to sit on the Bishop's throne!
Have a lovely weekend!
USA Class
This week in USA class the students have studied the 5 Oceans, their location and the four
layers beneath - The Sunlight Zone, Twilight Zone, Midnight Zone and The Abyss! They have
enjoyed learning which creatures inhabit each zone and why. Well done Class USA. Mrs
Walker 
Brazil Class
What a great first week back it has been to start to Our Great Outdoors topic. It was lovely to
hear about all the lovely things the pupils had got up to over the break.
On Saturday 8 June it is World Ocean Day so we have been focusing a lot on what we can do
to keep the oceans healthy. We are designing our own sea creature that we hope to make
with recycled materials.
We have loved learning about animal groups and focused on sea turtles (reptiles) in Art. We
worked really hard drawing a sea turtle then using wax resist technique to colour them. We
have been revising our times tables in maths and practicing them in different ways. Well done
everyone!
The weather has been a bit "hit and miss" so PE this week was indoors and we enjoyed a
game of kick rounders- some great strategies were used and good teamwork. Fingers crossed
the weather gets better and we can really enjoy more of Abbot's Lea 's "Great Outdoors" next
week.
Peru Class
We’ve had a great first week back after the half term. The pupils have enjoyed learning all
about Plastic Pollution for World Ocean’s day, thinking of lots of different ways we can help
the environment. In Maths we have been working hard recognising British coins and talking
about things we would like to save up money to buy.
Keep up the hard work Peru!
France Class
France class have enjoyed a lovely first week back. We have started our new theme ‘Our
Great Outdoors’ and looking at the book ‘Tiddler’. The children acted out the story using
puppets from the story Tiddler and retelling the story. This term we are also doing food
technology and the children are going to enjoy baking cakes and sweet treats. We have started
our golf lessons going to Lea Park golf club to be taught Golf. The children have really enjoyed
their first lesson. Well done France Class.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 3
Key Stage Leader: Mr Mason
Ryan.Mason@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
We have had a great first week of the final term of the academic year in KS3! The students
have settled in well to their learning and have enjoyed the beginning of the 'Great Outdoors'
theme. We are looking forward to lots of fun and exciting learning opportunities this term and
are looking forward to next week already!

Madagascar Class
This week in Madagascar the students have been very busy. We have started a new topic this
term ‘Our Environment.’ We have been looking at foods from different countries in food
technology. In Maths we have started learning algebra, all the students have done well with
this and picked up the method really quickly. We will continue learning more about algebra
next week. In Art we started learning about Operation Overlord during World War II in
Normandy. The students did some fantastic sketches about what they think the invasion would
have looked like. The students also made some delicious Cottage Pies on Wednesday, they
worked in small groups, sharing out responsibilities between themselves and all showed
amazing team work skills! Well done!
Wishing everyone a lovely weekend!
Mozambique Class
In Class Mozambique this week we have learnt about ratio during our Maths lessons. We
have been beginning to write our own stories using Story Maker using laptops in Literacy. This
was continued as part of our ICT lesson. In Design Technology we have designed a pattern
to decorate a rain stick musical instrument we will be making next week. In Art we continued
to make our kites. During our Geography lesson we planned and drew a map of our dream
playground. In music we began to learn about rhythms and had fun using the percussion
instruments. In Life Skills we learnt about Human Rights.
Kenya Class
This week in Kenya we have had a great week settling back into school life after a deserved
half term. Students have focused on the celebrations of Eid in R.E and have looked at how
the event is celebrated. In Life skills students have been looking at human rights and British
values and the importance of these. We have continued to look at fractions in more depth this
week and students are beginning to become more familiar with the concepts of halves and
quarters. In English we have begun to look at fables, and students have listened to the story
of `The Tortoise and The Hare` and have discussed the moral of this story. Overall it has been
a great week in Kenya class and the students have settled back into school well after the half
term break.
Seychelles Class
This week in Seychelles class we have had a great first week back. In Maths we looked at ratio
as we will be focusing on it this term. We used cookie recipes to work out how much
ingredients would be needed for different amounts of children. In life skills we learned about
human rights and the rights the children have all over the world. On Thursday we looked at DDay and reflected on the sacrifices the soldiers made. They then wrote a diary entry as if they
were going to war that day explaining how they would have been feeling. This week we
incorporated the environment into our art work we collected materials from the school ground
and created different pictures. The children worked in small groups to do this and worked well.
Well done to Anthony Hammond as Seychelles' Pupil Of The Week.
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Cape Verde Class
Cape Verde really enjoyed our visit to Liverpool's Recycling Discovery Centre. Kirsty, the lady
who showed us around, was fantastic with our pupils. She showed us around the massive
machines (from behind a screened off area). Very informative and very good.
Human Rights were examined in Life-skills which led to valuable debate about our
responsibilities and rights.
The class have started looking at reproduction in Science. They have been very sensible.
Malawi Class
Our class has a new teacher while Miss Sell is on maternity leave; we look forward to seeing
you next year, Miss! So, on Monday, we got to know Mrs Daley by playing a game talking
about our favourite things and wrote an 'All about Me' article so Mrs Daley can get to know us.
🙂
For Food Tech, we made a healthy, simple and, most importantly, DELICIOUS version of the
class' favourite; KFC! With a bag of Doritos and plenty of chicken, we made burgers and our
own coleslaw. We didn't have secret blend of herbs and spices, but everybody loved making
and eating these!
We began with meditation learnt about our rights and responsibilities in Life Skills. Things we
can and can't, must and mustn't do and the differences between rules and law. We also
explored the zones of regulation and practiced the days of the week in French. Wednesday
was very busy!
We have also written a set of instructions for our chicken burgers in English, so the students
can dip into the chicken at home. Will we put the Colonel out of business?
Botswana Class
Out topic this half term is focusing on the Great Outdoors. Botswana class have been focusing
on planning a festival of their choice. We have designed posters to advertise it, letter writing
to ask permission to put it on, and different music genres to decide what music we would like
to have. On Thursday we focused on the D-Day landings and learned about what it was like
for the brave men and women during this time.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 4
Key Stage Leader: Miss Dallas
Katie.Dallas@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Christmas Island Class
We had a great beginning to our half term.
In English we started descriptive writing looking of mice and men.
In Maths we were looking at word problems to get us ready for our exams.
In Science we were looking at rainforests.
In Art we were looking at Keith haring.
In Citizenship and Life Skills we were looking at the zones of regulation.
Josh, Chloe and Lewis got measured for their firefighter’s outfits.
Pupil of the week is Josh.
Written by Josh
Samoa Class
What a great start to the final term of this year. Monday saw the return of All Days Farm, and
we all loved it! Dexter the miniature pony was adorable, and the Chinchillas were so soft and
fluffy.
We made fact files about our favourite farm animal we saw.
On Tuesday, we did our star reader tests and red crab migration in Christmas Island (not the
class).
On Wednesday, we played basketball in PE and star maths tests and in the afternoon, we
learned about inputs and outputs in ICT.
On Thursday, we made zinger chicken pieces and made kahoot quizzes about our favourite
farm animals we saw on Monday.
Have a sweet weekend and see you next week.
By Louis Murphy
Australia Class
We have enjoyed our first week back in class Australia. On Monday we were greeted with the
animals from All Days Farm. The students really enjoyed getting up close with all the different
animals, including two very sleepy pigs and a very naughty ferret!
In English we have started to read 'Of Mice and Men', a novel by John Steinbeck. From the
opening paragraphs of the book, the students sketched what they imagined the
setting/scenery would look like. The drawings were fantastic - we may have a few Bob Ross'
on our hands in the future!
In History we have begun to research the slave trade. To ease us in to this upsetting topic, the
students just wrote down what they already knew about it, if anything and looked up some
facts about it using the internet.
We have also started our topic of 'pilgrimages' in RE, starting off with the Buddhist religion.
Papua New Guinea Class
This week in PNG we have been inspired by the anniversary of the D-Day landings. Following
on from our studies of war poetry we created poems portraying how the troops may have felt,
what they experienced in battle, what they thought about war and the propaganda that
surrounded the war effort. In RE we have been exploring Rastafarianism looking at how it
began and famous followers. We also looked at the lyrics of Bob Marley and works of Benjamin
Zephaniah. In Art we have been creating trophies for our heroes. We had some very
interesting designs in particular Luke Rigby's model of a Mark 4 Tank. Please read some
examples of our amazing war poetry from this week in this Newsletter
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 5
Key Stage Leader: Mr Davenport
Paul.davenport@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Tasmania Class
Welcome back to the first week of the final term of this year! We have had the All Days Farm
visit on Monday, which gave us the opportunity to stroke some of the farm animals and we
have learnt some fun facts about them. Such as, the chinchillas have over 80 hairs coming
out of one pore on their skin. We made chocolate egg muffins in our food tech lesson this
week, which tasted absolutely gorgeous and we love making them. In English, we continued
reading the Mid Night Gang, finding out more about their adventure in the hospital. We can’t
wait to read more as we finished at a cliff-hanger of the story. In maths, we have started to
learn about negative numbers and how it is used in our daily lives. We will continue to work
on comparing negative numbers and placing them on number lines with different scales next
week.
We went to visit Dutch Farm this week with two of our students. We replanted some of our
potted plants into the beds so they can grow much bigger. We cannot wait to harvest them all
next month.
On Thursday we went to Wavertree gym which the students thoroughly enjoy visiting every
week. They are gaining more and more confident with travelling to and from the gym and using
the equipment in there.
Fiji Class
A good first week of the last term for Fiji! We started the week off by making honey chicken
kebabs. Our Fiji Chefs showed off their chopping skills by carefully slicing the vegetables and
the chicken and they also used their kitchen hygiene knowledge to prevent crosscontamination! Well done Fiji for producing delicious, professional looking kebabs! A special
mention to our chef of the week, Jay Wagner for being sensible and making exceptional
kebabs!
On Tuesday, we went to the Anglican Cathedral to visit the Gaia exhibition. We were amazed
by the art piece of the world and tried to find Fiji!
In English, we have continued reading Harry Potter and we are practising our comprehensive
skills. We are enjoying comparing the book to the film as we are noticing a lot of differences
to the story.
This week we have also been working in small groups to plan a day out. We have discussed,
compromised and agreed on activities so that everyone in the group is happy. We have looked
at timetables for public transport, and looked at different options such as the train, to see if
that way is quicker. We have had to think about timing and making sure we stay within a
budget. We have all worked hard and contributed to all the discussions and ideas. Well done
Fiji!!!
On Thursday we had our weekly trip to the gym. We enjoy getting the bus and we are
becoming more aware of the different routes and how to prepare for an outing. Sam and Dan
didn’t join us to the gym today as they both had transition visits to their placements in
September. Sam went for a day at Thornton College where he is meeting new friends and his
new tutors. Dan went to Regenda for the morning to see what type of work he might be doing
on the supported internship in September. Both of them had successful trips and really
enjoyed themselves. Well done to both of you!!
A special mention goes to Ryan Griffiths who is our Pupil of the Week! Well done to Ryan who
has made such a huge effort to improve his attendance! Well done!!!!
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Key Stage News and Updates
New Zealand Class
This week our students have begun planning their end of term party to say goodbye to the
leavers. So far they have decided on a general theme of fancy dress, the food they want
(pizzas) and entertainment (throwing sponges at the staff in stocks. I'm not sure if that will
happen!). We will be planning the costs involved and then preparing the party over the next
few weeks.
On Monday we had a visit from Alldays Farm who showed our students how a career working
with livestock would be. Our students enjoyed seeing the American miniature horse, pigs,
Edgar the sheep, hens, guinea pigs, rabbits, ferrets among other animals. Thanks to Becky
Roberts for organising the visit!
On Wednesday our students completed an Asdan challenge in Food Technology by planning
and preparing a healthy lunch which consisted of a sandwich and a fruit salad. We have
continued in reading the Midnight gang and carrying out comprehensions. We have been
working on factorising algebraic equations and re-arranging formulas.
On Thursday we went on our gym visit and used public transport, we have been finishing off
our wildflower project with Friends of Reynold's Park and working on Asdan challenges.
Odd Facts of the week
1) All polar bears are left-handed.
2) Rubber bands last longer when refrigerated.
3) Starfish have no brains.
4) Research indicates that mosquitos are attracted to people who have recently eaten
bananas.
Magic trick of the week
Think of a number between 11 and 50.
It must be an odd number.
The digits in this number cannot been the same
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Student of the Week
week 33
EYFS and Key Stage One
Ireland

Charlie Butler

Wales

Reem Faza
Key Stage Two

Peru

Brogan Fitzpatrick

Portugal

Lotte Birkenhead

USA

Isaac Mellor

Brazil

Jake Griffiths-McDonald

France

Molly Rigby

Canada

William Tyman

Spain

Aiden Edgar

Italy

Noah Lowe
Key Stage Three

Madagascar

Spencer Sanderson

Seychelles

Anthony Hammond

Cape Verde

Paige Keenan

Botswana

Mai Hulligan

Mozambique

Kazie Cole

Malawi

Lexie

Kenya

Karim Smith
Key Stage Four

Australia

Matthew Birnie

Papua New Guinea

Callum Stevenson

Samoa

Aaliyah Harry

Christmas Island

Josh Owusu-Taylor
Key Stage Five

New Zealand

George Weston

Tasmania

Aaron Lu

Fiji

Ryan Griffiths
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Key Diary Dates

Our academic year 2018-19 term dates are available on our website:
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/ALS-Term-Dates-201819.pdf

Please note planned early finishes and closure dates, as known at present:

TERM 6:
Staff training day: Friday 12 July 2019 – school closed to students
Staff training day: Monday 22 July – Wednesday 24 July 2019 – school closed to
students
Summer Holiday: Thursday 25 July 2019
Bank holidays:
Monday 26 August 2019 – August Bank Holiday

Key Diary Dates for the remainder of the year can be found on our website,
under the EVENTS tab:
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/event
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Head’s Weekly Newsletter

TERM 6 - 38 days
WEEK
NUMBER
34

35

W/c

Time

Mon 10.6.19

10.6.19

Event

Comments





Lesson observation window starts
Phonics check ( confirm if only KS1?) starts
Tue
11.6
09:30-15:30 Teaching very young scientists at Toxteth Annexe –
M O’Neill attending
Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
 09:30-12:30 CAMHS link worker, Dr Laura Purdy, will be in school
Wed
12.6
Thur
13.6
Fri
14.6
 Lesson observation window closes
 Phonics check KS1 ends
 Departmental Assemblies
9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department
10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department
 9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning
 10:00-11:00 Wales Class - Stay and Play
 NON UNIFORM in return for items for tombola
Mon 17.6.19
17.6.19
 Teachers’ end of year PM mtgs
 Support Staff PM mtgs
Tue
18.6
 Teachers’ end of year PM mtgs
 Moderation Day
 13:30-16:00 Primary Leading Your Curriculum Senior Leadership
Forum at Toxteth Annexe. , Lisa Walker and Maria O’Neill
attending
Wed
19.6
 Teachers’ end of year PM mtgs
 09:30-12:00 DUTCH FARM – across the Key Stages
Thurs
20.6
 Teachers’ end of year PM mtgs
 Staff Twilight - Autism in Women and Girls – Micah
Grimshaw
Fri
21.6
 Teachers’ end of year PM mtgs
 Departmental Assemblies
9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department
10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department
 9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning
 14:30-16:00 Math Subject Leader Briefing – School Improvement

Assemblies and Coffee Morning
are open to families. Parking is
available on site on a “firstcome-first-served basis” only.
No photography permitted.

Assemblies and Coffee Morning
are open to families. Parking is
available on site on a “firstcome-first-served basis” only.
No photography permitted.

36

37

Mon 24.6.19

24.6.19



Tue

25.6



Wed
Thurs

26.6
27.6





Fri

28.6

Sat 29.6.19
Mon 1.7.19
Tue

29.6.2019
1.7.19
2.7









Wed

3.7

Thurs

4.7





Fri

5.7




38

Mon 8.7.19

8.7

Tue

9.7








Statutory reporting of EYFS Phonics Y1 and Y2 data window
opens
Primary Outdoor Learning Day (field in use all day-Farm and
Scouts)
Primary Curriculum Enrichment Day – Outdoor Learning
KS4 – Den Making
14:30-16:00 Primary Subject Leader Computing Training –
School Improvement
Last day for any Y11 and KS5 leavers
Departmental Assemblies
9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department
10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department
9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning
NON UNIFORM in return for cakes for cake stall
Saturday 29th June FAB! SUMMER FAIR 12:00-15:00
Tuesday 2 July LQWM Central Library – all Key Stage Leaders
offsite
Staff Twilight - Sensory Processing Disorder (Part 2 of 2) –
Clare Ewart
SALT Clinic
09:30-12:00 DUTCH FARM – across the Key Stages
14:30-16:00 English Subject Leader Briefing – School
Improvement
Statutory reporting of EYFS Phonics Y1 and Y2 data window
closes
Departmental Assemblies
9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department
10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department
9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning
Term 6 – Festival of Learning & Transition Meetings
Seeing is Believing for Governors
Term 6 – Festival of Learning & Transition Meetings
Seeing is Believing for Governors
09:30-12:30 CAMHS link worker, Dr Laura Purdy, will be in school

Assemblies and Coffee Morning
are open to families. Parking is
available on site on a “firstcome-first-served basis” only.
No photography permitted.
Subject to weather

Assemblies and Coffee Morning
are open to families. Parking is
available on site on a “firstcome-first-served basis” only.
No photography permitted.
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Wed

Thurs

39

40

10.7

11.7













Term 6 – Festival of Learning & Transition Meetings
Seeing is Believing for Governors
Governing Body Meeting
09:30-16:00 Solihull Staff Training – offsite
SPORTS DAY Whole School (split across the whole day and it is
for all students-KS1, 2 and 3 in the morning and KS4 and 5 after
lunch (2pm)
Term 6 – Festival of Learning & Transition Meetings
Seeing is Believing for Governors
Annual Celebration Assembly
9:30 – 10:30 – Primary Department
10:30 – 11:30 – Secondary Department
No coffee morning today!
INSET - SCHOOL CLOSED TO STUDENTS
TRANSITION WEEK

Fri
Mon 15.7.19

12.7
15.7.19

Tue

16.7




Wed

17.7




Thur

18.7



TRANSITION WEEK
10:00-12:30 Dutch Farm Award Presentation – Liverpool Town
Hall (Staff & Students)
TRANSITION WEEK
09:30-14:45 DUTCH FARM End of Year Celebration Event (Staff
& Students)
TRANSITION WEEK

Fri

19.7.19



END OF TERM 6@13:30

Mon

22.7



INSET - SCHOOL CLOSED TO STUDENTS

Tue

23.7



INSET - SCHOOL CLOSED TO STUDENTS

Wed

24.7



INSET - SCHOOL CLOSED TO STUDENTS

16:30-18:30

Assemblies are open to
families. Parking is available on
site on a “first-come-first-served
basis” only. No photography
permitted.

Students taught in next year’s
classes
Students taught in next year’s
classes
Students taught in next year’s
classes
Students taught in next year’s
classes
Students leave at 1:30pm
Packed lunch only
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