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Dear Students, Families, Colleagues and Friends 
 
 
Welcome to today’s issue of the Head’s Weekly Newsletter. 
 
Finally the sun is out and there is just one message I wish to send out 
there this sunny Friday: 
 
 
It is our 3rd Annual Summer Fair tomorrow and I cannot thank you all 
enough for all the hard work in preparation for this FAB! event! 
 
 
We hope to see you all tomorrow from 12:00 - 15:00 here at the school 
and please do spread the word – the entry is free and it is an event open 
to the students, families, friends, neighbours and of course our fantastic 
staff and their loved ones, too! 
 
 
 
All proceeds with go to our wonderful Parent Teacher Association (PTA), 
called FAB! led very capably by Lisa Sharpe, our Family Adviser and an 
army of volunteers who, without fail, always turn up, always help and 
always promote the very best qualities of Abbot’s Lea School community 
– THANK YOU!!! 
 
 
I wish you all a very happy weekend! 
 
 
Mrs A. Hildrey 
Headteacher 
 

Issue 36, 28 June 2019 
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Term 1  
Staff training day:  Monday 2 September 2019 – school closed to students 

Tuesday 3 September 2019 – school closed to students 
Wednesday 4 September 2019 – school closed to students 

Students return:   Thursday, 5 September 2019 
Term ends on:   Friday 25 October 2019  
October Holiday:  Monday 28 October 2017 to Friday 1 November 2019 
  
Term 2  
Term starts on:  Monday 4 November 2019  
Term ends on:   Friday 20 December 2019 - finishing at 1:30pm  
Christmas Holiday:  Monday 23 December 2019 to Friday 3 January 2020 
  
Term 3    
Students arrive on:  Monday 6 January 2020  
Term ends on:   Friday 14 February 2020 
February Holiday:  Monday 17 February 2020 to Friday 21 February 2020  
Term 4  
Term starts on:  Monday 24 February 2020  
Term ends on:   Friday 3 April 2020 – finishing at 1:30pm 
Spring Holiday:  Monday 6 April 2020 to Friday 17 April 2020 
Bank holidays:   Friday, 10 April 2020 – Good Friday 

Monday, 13 April 2020 – Easter Monday 
Term 5 
Students arrive on:   Monday, 20 April 2020 
Bank holiday:    4 May 2020 – Early Bank Holiday Monday 
Term ends on:   Friday 22 May 2020  
May Holiday:   Monday 25 May 2020 (Bank Holiday) to Friday 29 May 2020
   
Term 6  
Term starts on:  Monday 1 June 2020 
Official leaving date: Friday 26 June 2020*   
Staff Transition INSET:  Friday 10 July 2020 – school closed to students   
Transition Week:   Monday 13 July-Friday 17 July 2020** 
Students’ last day:   Friday 17 July 2020 – finishing at 1:30pm 
Staff training day:   Monday 20 July – school closed to students 
Term ends on:   Monday 20 July 2020 
 
*Friday 26 June 2020 is an official leaving date for the students in Year 11 as well as 
those in Key Stage Five who are finishing their education at ALS that summer. 

 
** Transition Week is a period of time during which the students will be taught in their 
next year’s classes – this is to support smooth transition into ALS, into a new 
Department, Key Stage or a new class. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ACADEMIC YEAR 2019-20 CHANGE OF INSET DATES 
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ELECTION OF PARENT GOVERNOR 
 

REMINDER – closing date for nominations Monday 1 July 
2019, 12 noon 

 
Nominations from parents to fill one vacancy for parent Governor on Abbot’s Lea 
School Governing Body are being invited. 
 
The successful candidate will become a full member of the Governing Body and serve 
for two years with effect from the date appointed 
 
To be eligible for election, your child must be a registered pupil of Abbot’s Lea School 
when the election takes place.   
 
Governing Body meetings are held one per half term, usually lasting for approximately 
two hours and take place during term time and the school’s opening hours. 
 
Additional duties include lead role for a given area of the school’s operation which 
requires visits to the school and regular written reporting to the Headteacher and the 
Governing Body.  Training and support will be offered to the successful elected 
governor. 
 
If you would like to have further information or discuss anything in more detail, please 
contact Mrs Kim Adair, Clerk to Governors. 
 
Kim.adair@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 
 
School contact no: (0151) 428 1161 
 

 
 
 

Governing Body Updates 

Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’ 

mailto:Kim.adair@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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This week has been full of learning, both in school and for me as a professional. There has 
been so much going on in school with the highlights being the Primary Curriculum Enrichment 
Day, celebrating our great outdoors. Our photograph page is full of pictures that have captured 
the learning and fun that went on, it was great to have so many diverse activities taking place 
for all to experience, using our grounds as the base of them all. Thank you to all of the staff in 
the Primary Department for your hard work and support, it was lovely to share the experience 
with the students in today's assembly. 

Within our Secondary Department, our BIMA Digital Day winners from Australia class spent 
two days in London, sharing their vision for their winning idea with the development staff at 
Vodaphone. The students were impeccable and a credit to the school, well done to all of you 
and let’s hope we see your application out there for everyone to use in the future. 

As always, please do check out the news section for each Key Stage and class were you will 
find out more about what has been happening in each of the classes, including cultural trips 
and innovative ways of learning. 

This week I have spent three days with Miss. Twomey and Mrs. Griffiths developing our own 
learning with a process that will only strengthen the school and the daily practice in school. 
We have spent the week with professionals from five other schools across the city learning 
how to be Restorative Practice Guiding Team Facilitators. This council led initiative is 
something that we are now bringing back into school thanks to Restorative Practice UK. The 
aim is that Abbot's Lea School becomes a Restorative School for staff, students and families, 
working out problems and issues that arise and sorting people to restore their relationships in 
a proactive and productive way. This will be rolled out across the school from September, 
when all staff will receive a full days inset on the first day back. It complements our Team 
Teach roll out and also the Zones of Regulation that we have already rolled out across the 
school. 

It was a great opportunity for me to be part of this and I have learnt so much from the team 
and professionals from other schools, some of whom are already using it and talk of its positive 
impact. 

I would also like to wish those students who are leaving us today good luck for the future and 
for the next steps in your journey, you will all be brilliant and I look forward to hearing how you 
are all doing in the Autumn term. 

Finally I look forward to seeing our families and students at this Saturday's summer fair and 
please do come down if you have the time and help support the school. 

Have a wonderful weekend! 

Mr McVerry, Deputy Headteacher 

E: anthony.mcverry@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

Deputy Headteacher 
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This week I spent a hugely enjoyable 3 days attending training on Restorative Practice. It was 

really interesting to learn about how using Restorative Practice can bring many benefits to 

schools and workplaces and how all members of the school community (students, staff, 

families and Governors) will reap the rewards of using this approach. 

 

Restorative Practice is all about building and maintaining positive relationships and having a 

clear process to follow if difficulties arise. By using this model, we will be working with people 

and not doing things ‘to’ them or ‘for’ them. The whole staff team will receive Restorative 

Practice training in September and I can’t wait to see how everyone embraces this new way 

of working and embeds it into daily school life. 

 

One of the most important aspects of any training course is how it builds new skills and 

knowledge that the participants can use to improve their professional practice. I am a firm 

believer that we should all be lifelong learners and seek out as many opportunities as possible 

to increase our wisdom in our chosen field of work. Lifelong learning promotes self-fulfilment; 

it opens your mind and helps you adapt to change. This last point is really important. Research 

has shown that people who are always learning are less hesitant to take on new challenges 

in their work and are more confident when faced with new initiatives. By continually testing 

ourselves against new challenges and skills we are going to keep moving forward and prevent 

feelings of becoming bored with our work. Sometimes people feel stressed out or in a rut after 

a period of time in the same job but the acquisition of new skills can be a real boost to our 

motivation levels and creativity and ultimately our job satisfaction. 

 

Of course, if you are always learning you are bound to become more skilled and competent at 

your job. This not only benefits the organisation you work for but delivers the best service to 

your client group; in our case students and families. It goes without saying that our students 

deserve the very best we can deliver. We live in a world where knowledge and understanding 

of Autism and associated conditions is continually developing. It is simply not possible to feel 

that we already know everything and no longer need to educate ourselves or keep up to date 

with the latest research. By prioritising continual staff development, we are ensuring that 

everything we do remains rooted in the most up to date research and takes us closer to our 

ultimate aim of becoming an International Centre of Excellence for Autism Education, 

Research and Professional Development. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Ms Alison Twomey, Head of Care and Safeguarding 

E: Alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

Care and Safeguarding 
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I have spent the majority of this week with the Deputy Headteacher and Head of Care and 
Safeguarding (and 15 colleagues from other schools) on Restorative Practice training. 
Restorative Practice refers to encouraging communication between 2 or more parties, usually 
one harmed and harmer, with an aim to restoring the harm and finding a positive way forward. 
This technique is being used successfully across many schools in Liverpool and Abbot's Lea 
School will be taking part in a 2 year programme to implement the techniques within school.   
  
The principles are equally applicable to students, families and to staff and will be used in 
school to support our Behaviour Policy. All staff will receive training on the techniques in 
September. Further guidance can be found on this website  
http://www.restorativethinking.co.uk/schools/  
  
Thank you Chris and Lesley from Restorative Thinking Limited for great training and 
guidance.  
  
I am so glad the weather has changed and have some sunshine for our Summer Fair on 
Saturday, looking forward to seeing some of you then.  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

It has been great to see the students making the most of the weather this week and partake 

in some fantastic outdoor activities. 

There have been animals, tent building, football, rounders, yoga to name but a few and I’s so 

motivating to see all the happy faces. Abbot's Lea School really is a great place to work. My 

thanks as well to Samoa class who decided to feed me this week. They made an absolutely 

amazing Terry's chocolate orange cheesecake, I would have taken a picture however the 

cheesecake didn't last long enough to take one. Delicious! We end the week with the 

Summer Fair; with the weather forecasted to be sun, sun and sun it looks like being another 

FAB!ulous one! 

 

 

 

Mr Andrew Cocklin, Head of Finance and Operations 

E: andrew.cocklin@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

 

School Business Support 

 

Mrs Michelle Griffiths, Head of HR 

E: michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

 

School Business Support 

http://www.restorativethinking.co.uk/schools/
mailto:michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
mailto:michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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 This week I have mostly been in London at the National NSPCC conference that was based 

around online safety. This also coincided with the release of the NSPCC report ''How safe are 

our children?'' the most comprehensive overview of child protection in the UK. My favourite 

session was ''I trusted you: understanding the role of technology in young people’s 

relationships ''  

In the session, we explored the findings from the Digital Romance Report which revealed what 
young people had to say about how digital technology shapes the way in which they relate to 
one another in the arena of romance, sex and relationships. The session was delivered by the 
Brook and CEOPS and whilst we acknowledge the positives that technology can bring to the 
lives of our children we must also have awareness and caution to the negatives. The desire 
for popularity and status and the use of technology during a relationship breakup is a major 
vulnerability and blind spot. Technology allows for emotionally painful situations or times to 
replay and freeze frame. A young person could feel that they cannot escape the painful 
memories or be tempted to choose to replay them. Technology also allows a captive audience 
to live your worst experiences or embarrassments with you. The fear of returning to school the 
next day is very real and painful to those young people who find themselves in those situations. 
There are lots of online resources to help parents become more aware of online safety such 
as; 

 O2 and NSPCC ''Let’s keep kids safe online '' 

 Gov.uk '' Child safety online - A practical guide for parents and carers ''  

 Child Net '' Hot topics for parents - Get to grips with the key digital issues''  

On Thursday, I went to Speke Hall and Gardens with a student to look at the venue as an 
supported internship placement for gardening and maintenance. We walked a long way 
around in the sun and talked about different tasks that you would be doing as part of that 
integral team. We even had time for a pot of tea and scone in the cafe!  

Friday is the Merseyside Woman of the Year Awards,  I am attending as we speak! ( I am half 
way through the meal - salmon - it's very nice!) I am with our supported intern Saoirse who 
has been nominated for young woman of the year sponsored by the learning foundry. It is an 
amazing event with lots of inspiring and motivational women around us. Saoirse as a finalist 
has been treated amazingly well - as she deserves. We are hoping we will know the outcome 
of the award by the time this newsletter goes out to you all,  the awards finish at 5.30pm and 
Saoirse’s category may well be right at the end!  

Hoping to see everyone at the Summer Fair on Saturday. I will be on the bar with Mrs Myers, 
so those of you who are partial to a Gin Fizz please come and say hello! 

 

 
 

Job Coach 

 

Ms Claire Caddick, Job Coach 

E: Claire.caddick@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

 

https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/research-resources/how-safe-are-our-children/
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/research-resources/how-safe-are-our-children/
mailto:michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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ACCESSIBILITY OPEN DAY – 1 JULY 2019 

Accessibility Open Day on the 1 July, with 2 hour visits available for those who are 
considering flying through the airport, but might need to find out more about help 
available.   

If you or anyone knows of individuals or families, please feel free to share this with 
them. 

We have timed the visits ahead of the school holidays so parents or carers may wish 
to come along. 

To book contact: 

customerservices@liverpoolairport.com  

 

 

 
 

 

JOHN LENNON AIRPORT 

mailto:customerservices@liverpoolairport.com
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Please note that this includes footwear (shoes, not trainers or sandals) and outerwear (smart 

jackets, no hoodies). 

Please also note that students may not wear any branded hats, football scarves and other 

accessories are also not permitted. 

Lastly, we ask that students do not wear excessive and/or unsafe jewellery or make up. 

We do ask that all students bring to school their full PE Kit. 

Students in KS5 are reminded of their smart black and white dress code. 

As the weather is hopefully going to improve, we ask that the students apply at home and 

bring to school to re-apply sun protection to avoid sunburn. 

Thank you for your co-operation. 

 

Noticeboard – School Uniform 

Egg-cited!  
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Early Years and Key Stage 1 

Key Stage Leader: Miss O’Neill 
Maria.O’Neill@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 
 
Ireland Class 
In Ireland class we've had a fab week which included our Curriculum enhancement day on 
Tuesday. We had 'big art' sensory activities, tent making, camp fire singing and a visit to the 
farm to mention a few! We have been really working hard to master our writing skills and have 
been practicing writing our names and forming numbers correctly. We have been creative 
making fish, deep sea divers and sea side pictures. 

Can't wait for the Summer Fayre on Saturday! 

Wales Class 
Another fantastic week for Wales class. We have been learning all about the oceans of the 
world and which animals live there. We have been reading stories from under the sea and 
focusing on which zone of regulation the characters were in during different parts of the story. 
We are enjoying using our new zones of regulation chart in class and thinking of ways in which 
we can prepare ourselves to be ready to learn and feel more positive. On Tuesday we had a 
very exciting great outdoors curriculum enrichment day when we sang campfire songs, pitched 
tents, made s’mores, played rounders and even had a wonderful visit from All Days Farm. We 
met some lovely Cooney Cooney pigs, Pygmy Goats, chickens, rabbits and a beautiful 
miniature pony! Well done for fantastic behaviour and making all our visitors (humans and the 
furry/hairy kind) very welcome! 
  
 

Key Stage 2 

Key Stage Leader: Mrs Lisa Walker 
Lisa.Walker@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 
Key Stage 2 enjoyed an amazing Primary Outdoor Learning Day on Tuesday with support 
from Alldays Farm, The Scouts and leadership from our amazing HLTA team co ordinating 
outdoor cooking, campfire songs and vestibular and proprioceptive sensory circuits ... and a 
game of rounders!! Rain did not stop the artwork as we all moved into Key Stage 1 where an 

array of art activities were in place. Well done to everyone 😊! 

 
Portugal Class 
This week in Class Portugal, we have been reading the story 'Dougal's Deep Sea Dive'. We 
had lots of fun learning all about scuba diving and the equipment that was needed! We also 
went to Lee Park Golf Course for a session of golf which was lots of fun - the children tried 
really hard and were fantastic at this new skill!We are really looking forward to another 
exciting week next week, including a trip to the cinema to see Toy Story 4! 

Have a lovely weekend! 

USA Class 
USA Class have enjoyed orienteering this week making full use of pour fabulous school 
grounds! 
  

Key Stage News and Updates 

mailto:Lisa.Walker@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Peru Class 
Another busy week in Peru class! We’ve enjoyed making under the sea collages and 3D 

starfish for our display. We looked at the properties of the seaside and know what is man-

made and what is natural. We’ve also made acrostic poems to describe sea creatures of our 

choice! On Tuesday we all took part in Outdoor Learning Day – we enjoyed lots of fun activities 

outside. We put up tents, sang songs with Mr Smith and his guitar and we were lucky enough 

to see some farm animals. In maths on Wednesday we practised our money skills and 

counting coins.  We are excited to see what next week will bring.  

France Class 
France class this week on Tuesday enjoyed the Curriculum Enrichment Day going round all 
the different activities setting up tents, singing camp fire songs, seeing all the farm animals 
and doing STEM challenge. In English this week we have been reading the story ‘Starry-Eyed 
Stan’ and writing how Stan felt at the beginning of the story to how he felt at the end. Maths 
this week we have been comparing the weight of classroom objects and predicting which 
would be heavier and then we used scales to weigh them and see if our predictions were 
correct. In food technology this week we have made rocky road, we enjoyed looking at the 
ingredients we needed to make it and enjoyed mixing all of the ingredients together.  
 
Italy Class 
On Monday Italy class joined in with the Judo session and completed weekend news activities 
in the morning. In the afternoon we carried on talking about the different zones of regulation. 
On Tuesday we took part in our curriculum enrichment day and celebrated being outdoors 
(the rain never stopped us enjoying ourselves). On Wednesday we read the story Sharing a 
Shell. We talked about being kind to one another and taking turns when sharing things in 
class. On Thursday we continued with our phonics sounds and played our money maths shop 
game. 
 
Spain Class 
The students in Spain class have had an action packed week. They started off their learning 
by practising their judo technique and demonstrated to each other how to wrestle, throw and 
pin their opponent. It was very encouraging to see all students taking part whilst having mutual 
respect for each other after combat. The students all enjoyed our Primary Curriculum 
Enhancement Day and took part in parachute games, making S'mores, singing to camp fire 
songs, stroking animals from the farm and putting up tents with the Scouts! The class team 
were very impressed with how sensible the students were throughout the day and their 
willingness to engage in a range of new activities.  
Well done for another excellent week, Spain class. We hope to see lots of you at the Summer 
Fair on Saturday! 
 
Canada Class 
This week Canada have been continuing with our zones of regulation lessons and the students 
are beginning to use this to help them self-regulate and manage their emotions. Tuesday was 
a busy day, the weather did not stop us as we took part in Our Great Outdoors day and took 
part in lots of different activities. Canada class enjoyed activities such as seeing the farm 
animals, putting up a tent and making s’mores. We have been writing some acrostic poems in 
English all about the sea creatures and have been watching our chrysalis’s, they are slowly 
completing their transformation into butterflies. We are excited to hopefully have butterflies 
next week. Another great week Canada class.  
 
 
 
 

Key Stage News and Updates 
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Brazil Class 
Class Brazil have had a very busy week starting with our Outdoor Learning Day on Tuesday. 
We had a great time despite the weather and enjoyed the farm visit, STEM problem solving, 
tent building, making s'mores plus a lot of other great opportunities to practice our team 
building skills and also have fun! 

Some of class Brazil went out to take part in Apple music workshops that saw students reading 
music, performing it and learning songs together. Excited to hear the outcome after all the 
hard work. Thank you Ms Shipley and Mr Flanagan for supporting us. 

Everyone else managed to have a good time too practicing sports day skills, making rocky 
road cakes and enjoying art activities. 

Have a lovely well deserved weekend Class Brazil 😎 

Key Stage 3  
Key Stage Leader: Mr Mason 

Ryan.Mason@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 
 
 
Madagascar Class 
This week Madagascar have been learning about the history of the Olympic Games from its 

origins in ancient Greece to the present day. In Maths students have been studying how to 

calculate the area of compound shapes. Students also put the finishing touches to their 

Recycling Project in which they have shown a good grasp of the problems facing the World if 

we don't change our ways sooner rather than later! In P.E. Madagascar practised their football 

skills; Dribbling, Passing and Ball Control. The lesson finished with a beat the goalie penalty 

shoot-out which ended in a tie break between Mr Mason and student, Thomas Power. The 

shoot-out was won by Mr Mason in a nail biting finish! 

Mozambique Class  
This week we have been watching Swallows and Amazons and have been looking at things 
to do outside. We have completed a variety of work and have enjoyed watching the film. In 
Numeracy we have continued our learning in capacity and have been working on word 
problems. In Geography we have looked at the rainforests and how they contribute to our 
planet. We have debated deforestation and looked at both sides of the argument. We have 
been looking after our plants and they are growing taller and stronger. We have also looked 
at food chains in the eco system and are able to design our own. In German we have learnt 
days of the week and months of the year. We really enjoyed our PE lesson on the field where 
we have practiced our athletic skills. We have also finished off a variety of Art and DT projects.  
 
Kenya Class 
On Monday we had the LFC coaches in working on team work and catching and throwing 

skills. Tuesday we learnt how to talk about our favourite sports in French. We talked about 

good and bad qualities in life skills and what qualities we might need to get certain jobs. The 

children really enjoyed our demonstration of how a volcano erupts on Wednesday afternoon. 

The children have been working on the computers to write their own fable following on from 

our focus for this term.We also had a lesson on hate crime, some of the children were a bit 

upset to hear from the discussions and hearing that things like this happen. 

Have a lovely weekend in the sunshine! 

Key Stage News and Updates 

mailto:Ryan.Mason@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Malawi Class 
Our upcycled bird feeders are beginning to take shape; the colours are vibrant and will 
definitely stand out enough for birds to literally come and stick their beaks into. 
 
We've been learning about the UK government and parliament this week; what they do and 
how it works. To really understand how the laws are made and decided on, we held a live 
debate in our classroom, arguing one of the hottest school topics of all time: HOMEWORK. 
No need to specify which way the house voted (no surprise ballot result) but the arguments 
were well presented and mature. 
 
In English, we wrote a letter from the Boy Who Cried Wolf to the villagers, apologising for his 
actions and explaining why he did it. 
  

Botswana Class 
This week we have been working on money maths and percentages in numeracy, learning 
about the Stone Age and Skara Brae in history, and in science we have made cup-and-string 
phones. We were very impressed with this technology, so next week we will be learning how 
to face-time with two chairs! 
  
Cape Verde Class 
Cape Verde produced some tremendous art through the medium of fruit! They designed and 

made faces, carefully cutting and arranging fruit. They were great. In the focus was on football 

skills. Many of our pupils are very wary of contact sports but all managed to compete with 

peers of their own ability. Sharing the lesson with Botswana gave us scope to have two 

competitive matches. 

Seychelles Class 
This week in Seychelles class we have been busy working hard. In R.E we have been learning 
about paganism and there different gods, also looking at the similarities to other religions.  In 
Art we made our own version of the green man, we went on the field for inspiration. In life skills 
we talked about what we would like to do in the future. We looked at different work sectors 
and what skills and qualities you will need for that job. The children then talked about what 
they would like to be when they are older and the path they will need to take to achieve this. 
Pupil of the week this week is Liam Birtles well done for working hard in class.  
 
 
 

  

Key Stage News and Updates 
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Key Stage 4 
Key Stage Leader: Miss Dallas 

Katie.Dallas@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 
 
Christmas Island Class 
We have had a great week in Christmas Island. 
On Wednesday we took part in ‘Den-Making’ with the rest of the key stage. In teams of 4/5 we 
built dens with bamboo sticks and plastic tubes, we covered the tops with sheets. Afterwards 
we tested if it was water proof by throwing buckets of water over the dens. We also toasted 
marshmallows.  
In art lesson we welcomed Mrs Hildrey, we continued with Keith Haring inspired art, we drew 
Keith Haring style pictures onto lino and learnt how to cut lino safely.  
In P.E we practiced sports day for next week, completing relay, javelin, shot-put and sprints. 
In geography continued learning more about rainforests and de-forestation. 
Pupil of the week in Christmas Island is Joshua Taylor! 
Have a great weekend! 
 
Written By Josh & Chloe. 
 
Samoa Class 
On Monday we've been making Hokusai the big wave in our art books.  
On Tuesday we've been estimating angles and measuring them and talked about the Tyger 
by William Blake.  We also annotated it. 
On Wednesday it was an outdoor making day we've been making dens, we were making dens 
made of sticks, pegs and old cloths and we've been getting wet due to the teachers throwing 
water at our dens to test they were waterproof, we finished the day by toasting delicious 
marshmallows on  a campfire.  
On Thursday we've been making Terry chocolate orange cheesecakes with cream cheese, 
Terry chocolate oranges and we have been making things for the leaving party, even having 
an outdoor alphabet. 
Also, shout out to my mum for making cookies for the summer fair! 
Hope to see you at the summer fair! 
 
By Kyle Peacock  
  
Australia Class 
This week we celebrated our theme of 'our outdoors' by doing a full day of Den building with 
Den man Chris! The students really enjoyed working in groups and making their very own 
waterproof den! This was later tested in the afternoon with buckets of water whilst the students 
were sat inside...we discovered some were more waterproof than others, but we all had great 
fun! The students also loved toasting their very own marshmallows on an open fire, this was 
a new experience for some of the students.  

Nathan, Owen, Megan and Joslin also represented class Australia this week by doing a 
residential trip to London for winning the BIMA digital day competition. The students did us all 
proud with their behaviour and got to design a website for the app they created, as well as see 
what the Vodaphone office was like- very cool! Also, a big well done to the students for staying 
calm and collected in all the hustle and bustle of the London underground, you were truly 
excellent!  

 

Key Stage News and Updates 

mailto:Katie.Dallas@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Papua New Guinea Class 
This week we have continued studying the story of Skellig. We practiced our reading skills by 

locating information about characters and writing PEE chains analysing different themes. With 

Mr Murphy we have been learning about the cost of living and managing our finances 

responsibly On Wednesday we took part building dens, we had so much fun taking part but 

our dens did leak when we tested how waterproof they were! On Thursday we went on a trip 

to the VR Arcade spending our well-earned takings from Cuppa New Guinea. We all had a lot 

of fun! On Friday we said a fond farewell to James McCann, Luke Rigby and Callum Stevenson 

who are leaving us to go to College. Good luck we will miss you! 

 

Key Stage 5 
Key Stage Leader: Mr Davenport 

Paul.davenport@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 
 
Tasmania Class 
Time flies by before we realise it. It’s another week closer to the summer. This week in 
Tasmania, we have been recapping on the use of apostrophe in contractions through Kahoot 
games, spelling homework and lesson worksheets. Most of us have understood the patterns 
and rules of using apostrophes in these words. In maths, we have started our new unit on 
number types and number patterns. We have looked at the different number types such as 
odd and even numbers, square and cube numbers. We will revisit on this next week as some 
of us still find it quite tricky. In food technology, we made chicken stir-fry. We tried using 
vegetables that we haven’t tasted before, such as asparagus and baby corns. We have learnt 
a fun fact about asparagus that made all of us laugh. We also learnt how to peel the sweet 
peas to get rid of the tough veins so that they are nice and soft when we eat them. Some of 
us still find it quite tricky to peel the peas and require more practice. We have had a fantastic 
time at the leavers’ party on Friday. We wish our fellow students all of the best of luck with 
their new adventures.  
 
Fiji Class 
This week, our Fiji chefs created a wonderful chicken and leak pie. All of our Fiji Chefs 
confidence have progressed throughout this year and their abilities at recipe reading and 
chopping safely have developed amazingly! A special mention to Luke Jones, our chef of the 
week for fantastic team work and independence! Well done Luke! 
 
Fiji practised their independent travel skills by focusing on road safety this week. We walked 
to Tesco, thinking about how we cross the roads safely and staying focussed on what we need 
to do. We bought items suitable for a picnic and then walked to Reynolds Park, and had a 
special picnic to say goodbye to our leavers! 
 
This week is the official leaving day for our pupils who are moving on to college. Ryan (our ex-
Head boy) and Sam are both moving to college next year. Throughout their time in Fiji, they 
have developed their confidence and independent skills so much!! We are all very proud of 
them both!! We wish them the best of luck and we know they are going to do brilliantly in their 
new environments!  
 
Another special mention goes to our pupil of the week, Oliver Maxwell. Well done Oliver for 
always being a kind friend and a fantastic role model!  
 
 
 

Key Stage News and Updates 

mailto:Paul.davenport@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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New Zealand Class 
This week we say goodbye to three of our students, Joe, Ramy and George who are all 

heading off to College, we wish them the very best in the future and hope they have enjoyed 

our leavers party which we held today!  This party was organised by the students with Mrs 

Roberts and Miss Duckwroth.  I would like to thank both of them for their efforts this week 

whilst I have been away on a residential in London with some students. 

This week students have been carrying out assessments into measuring, looking at the 

number of metres in a kilometre and millimetres in a centimetre. Students have also been 

working hard to finish reading the Midnight Gang and carrying out some comprehensions on 

the text.  Students went to the gym (some of them for the last time on Thursday) and we hope 

that they use these independent living skills in the future.  At St Johns we also bumped into 

our former pupil Dan, who told us how he is now living independently and getting on well in 

College.  Always good to hear a success story! 

On Wednesday and Thursday, Mr Davenport, along with Miss Dallas and Miss Butterworth, 

went to London with the 4 winning students from the BIMA Digital Day Vodaphone Challenge.  

It was great to see the students in the work place showing industry professionals what they 

could benefit from if they employed someone with autism. Vodaphoen staff were really 

impressed with all our work and we should see a video coming soon from BIMA on the project. 

Well done to everyone who took part!! 

 

 

 

     

 

      
 
 
 

Key Stage News and Updates 



  
 

Page 18 of 27 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

     
 

         
 
     
 
 
 
 

Photographs Week 36 
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EYFS and Key Stage One 

Ireland Archie Harding  

Wales Kaiden Devine 

Key Stage Two 

Peru Abigail Newman 

Portugal Alfie Henderson 

USA Marcus Karran 

Brazil Joe McManus 

France Hayden Sherwood 

Canada Charlie Coleman 

Spain Matthew Lam 

Italy Sam Hogan 

Key Stage Three 

Madagascar Jack Evans 

Seychelles Liam Birtles 

Cape Verde Nathan Potter 

Botswana Joe Whinnett 

Mozambique Andy Bova 

Malawi Patrice Masali-Monga 

Kenya Shasiah Griffiths 

Key Stage Four 

Australia Joe Kyffin 

Papua New Guinea Arrianne Clare 

Samoa Nathan Green 

Christmas Island  Joshua Owusu-Taylor 

Key Stage Five 

New Zealand George Murphy 

Tasmania Luke Hill 

Fiji Oliver Maxwell 

Student of the week 36 
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Our academic year 2018-19 term dates are available on our website: 

 

http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/ALS-Term-Dates-2018-
19.pdf 

 
Please note planned early finishes and closure dates, as known at present: 

 
 
 

TERM 6: 
Staff training day: Friday 12 July 2019 – school closed to students 

Staff training day: Monday 22 July – Wednesday 24 July 2019 – school closed to 
students 

Summer Holiday: Thursday 25 July 2019 
 

Bank holidays:  
Monday 26 August 2019 – August Bank Holiday 

 

 
Key Diary Dates for the remainder of the year can be found on our website, 

under the EVENTS tab: 

 
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/event 

 

 

Key Diary Dates 

http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/ALS-Term-Dates-2018-19.pdf
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/ALS-Term-Dates-2018-19.pdf


 

 

  

Head’s Weekly Newsletter 

Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

TERM 6 - 38 days  

WEEK 
NUMBER 

W/c Time Event Comments 

37 Mon 1.7.19 1.7.19  Primary Dept – end of year trip to Woolton Cinema  

Tue 2.7  Tuesday 2 July LQWM Central Library – all Key Stage 
Leaders offsite 

 Staff Twilight - Sensory Processing Disorder (Part 2 of 
2) – Clare Ewart   

 

Wed 3.7  SALT Clinic 

 09:30-12:00 DUTCH FARM – across the Key Stages  

 

Thurs 4.7  14:30-16:00 English Subject Leader Briefing – School 
Improvement 

 

Fri  5.7  Statutory reporting of EYFS Phonics Y1 and Y2 data 
window closes 

 Departmental Assemblies 
9:30 – 10:00 – Primary Department 
10:00 – 10:30 – Secondary Department 

 9:30-11:00 Friday Parents’ Coffee Morning 

Assemblies and Coffee 
Morning are open to families. 
Parking is available on site 
on a “first-come-first-served 
basis” only. No photography 
permitted. 

38 Mon 8.7.19 8.7  Term 6 – Festival of Learning & Transition Meetings 

 Seeing is Believing for Governors 

 

Tue 9.7  Term 6 – Festival of Learning & Transition Meetings 

 Seeing is Believing for Governors 

 09:30-12:30 CAMHS link worker, Dr Laura Purdy, will be in 
school  
 

 

Wed 10.7  Term 6 – Festival of Learning & Transition Meetings 

 Seeing is Believing for Governors 

 Governing Body Meeting  

 09:30-16:00 Solihull Staff Training – offsite 

 SPORTS DAY Whole School (split across the whole day 
and it is for all students-KS1, 2 and 3 in the morning and 
KS4 and 5 after lunch (2pm) 

 LT Development Day 

 
16:30-18:30 
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Thurs 11.7  Term 6 – Festival of Learning & Transition Meetings 

 Seeing is Believing for Governors 

 9:30 – 10:30 – Primary Department Assembly 

 10:30 – 11:30 – Secondary Department Assembly 

Assemblies are open to 
families. Parking is available 
on site on a “first-come-first-
served basis” only. No 
photography permitted. 

Fri  12.7  INSET -  SCHOOL CLOSED TO STUDENTS  
39 Mon 15.7.19 15.7.19  TRANSITION WEEK  Students taught in next 

year’s classes 

Tue 16.7  TRANSITION WEEK  

 10:00-12:30 Dutch Farm Award Presentation – Liverpool 
Town Hall (Staff & Students) 

Students taught in next 
year’s classes 

Wed 17.7  TRANSITION WEEK  

 09:30-14:45 DUTCH FARM  End of Year Celebration Event 
(Staff & Students) 

Students taught in next 
year’s classes 

Thur 18.7  TRANSITION WEEK  Students taught in next 
year’s classes 

Fri  19.7.19  Annual Celebration Assembly 
9:30 – 10:30 – Primary Department 
10:30 – 11:30 – Secondary Department 
No coffee morning today! 

 END OF TERM 6@13:30 
 

Assemblies are open to 
families. Parking is available 
on site on a “first-come-first-
served basis” only. No 
photography permitted. 
Students leave at 1:30pm  
Packed lunch only 

40 Mon 22.7  INSET - SCHOOL CLOSED TO STUDENTS  

Tue 23.7  INSET - SCHOOL CLOSED TO STUDENTS  

Wed 24.7  INSET - SCHOOL CLOSED TO STUDENTS  
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